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THE 

AUTHOR'S  PREFACE. 


JThE  New  Difpenfatory  was  intended  as  a  regu- 
book  of  praflical  and  fcientific  pharmacy  j  com- 
pofed  of  principles  agreeable  to  thofe,  on  which  the 
colleges  of  London  and  Edinburgh  have  proceeded, 
in  the  late  reformation  of  their  officinal  Pharmaco- 
poeias J  containing  full  and  clear  diredtlons,  drawn 
from  adual  experience,  for  the  preparation  of  the 
'  vcral  medicines,  particularly  where  accompanied 
With  any  difficulty  or  danger;  and  affigning  every 
where,  as  far  as  poffible,  their  real  virtues  and  ufes ; 
intentions,  which,  though  of  primary  importance  in  a 
work  of  this  kind,  do  not  feem  to  have  been  at  all  re- 
garded, in  the  other  Difpenfa;tories  that  have  hitherto 
appeared. 

The  author  has  had  the  fatisfadlon  of  finding  that 
his  endeavours  have  not  been  in  vain  ;  that  though 
the  work  fell  very  far  fhort  of  the  perfection  which 
he  wiffied  for,  it  was  diftinguiflied  with  approbations' 
even  beyond  his  hopes  ;  with  appr?>bations,  which 
have  induced  the  compilers  of  the  other  Difpenfatories 
to  borrow  very  confiderable  parts  of  it  in  their  laft 
.editions  ;  in  one  of  which,  befides  many  paragraphs 
and  entire  pages  here  and  there,  the  greateft  part  of 
two  hundred  pages  together  is  illiberally  copied  from 
this  work. 
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In  this  edition,  I  h?.ve  made  many  material  a 
redions  and  additions ;  and  retrenched  fundry  excer  ■ 
tionable  particulars,  which,  in  compliance  with  co; 
mon  prejudices,  had  been  admitted  in  the  firft  .  : 
tempt. 

The  firft  part  contains  the  Elements  of  Pharmacy , 
or  what  is  commonly  called  Pharmaceutical  Chemi;  • 
try.    The  general  negled  of  this  interefting  and 
ful  ftudy,  as  applied  to  medicinal  fubjeds,  has  en- 
gaged  me  to  greatly  enlarge  this  part,  and  to  labour  ii. 
with  more  care  and  precifion.    I  have  endeavoured  i: 
give  a  concife  and  fyftematic  view  of  the  general  pr 
perties  and  relations  of  vegetable,  animal,  and  ^a'. 
neral  bodies  ^  the  different  medicinal  principles  thf.y 
contain  ;  the  means  of  extrading  and  leparating  tl  f  i; 
native  component  parts,  without  making  any  altera- 
tion in  their  qualities  ;  and  the  different  forms  and 
powers  which  they  affume,  from  different  natural  c; 
artificial  operations,  or  from  the  mixture  and  coalitiori 
of  one  with  another ;  avoiding  every  where  all  hypo  - 
thetical  reafonings,  and  delivering  only  the  direct  re- 
fult  of  experiment  and  obfervation.    To  this  hiftory 
is  added  a  practical  account  of  the  inftruments  and 
operations  of  the  art,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  give  th 
reader  a  full  idea  of  them,  without  the  tedioufnefs  of 
minute  details. 

The  next  part  contains  the  Materia  Medica,  or 
medicinal  fimples,  which,  for  reafons  affigned  in  the 
introduction  to  this  part,  are  all  ranged  in  alphabetic 
order.  Rationales  of  the  operations  of  medicines, 
which  are  at  befl  but  conjedtural  and  unfatisfadory, 
have  no  place  in  this  pradical  work  :  but  fome  general 
obfervations,  of  the  fenfible  effeds  of  certain  claffes  of 
jnedicines,  in  Cartheufer's  manner,  it  has  been  thought 
expedient  to  retain,  with  fame  amendments  from  the 
former  editions. 
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In  treating  of  the  leveral  fimples  themfelves,  I  have 
given,  where  neceffary,  a  defcription  of  the  fimple, 
with  the  marks  of  its  genuinenefs  and  goodnefs ; 
and  pointed  ov.t  the  diftinguifliing  characters  of  fuch 
as,  from  a  refemhlaiice  in  external  appearance,  are 
liable  to  be  confounded  with  others  of  different  qua- 
lities. With  regard  to  their  virtues,  particular  carq 
has  been  taken  to  rejedl  the  fabulous  ones,  which 
are  flill  preferved  in  other  books  of  this  kind  ;  and 
to  give  onlv  th^fe  which  have  either  been  confirmed 
by  repeated  experience,  or  may  be  rationally  in- 
ferred from  the  fenfible  qualities  of  the  fubjed,  or 
from  its  agreement  in  fmell,  tafte,  &c.  with  others 
of  known  virtue.  Under  each  fimple  are  mentioned 
all  the  preparations  made  from  it,  and  all  the  compo- 
fitions  in  which  it  is  an  ingredient,  in  the  London, 
and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias.  Many  of  the  capi- 
tal articles  I  have  examined  pharmaceutically,  and 
ihown  in  what  feparable  part  of  the  mixt  its  virtue 
refides,  by  what  means  the  adtive  principle  is  beft  ex- 
traded  or  preferved,  and  in  what  form  the  fubftance  > 
itfelf  or  its  preparations  are  moft  commodioully  and 
advantageoufly  exhibited.  At  the  end  of  this  part, 
the  diredions  for  the  coUedion  and  prefervation  of 
medicinal  fub fiances  are  re-con fidered. 

The  third  and  fourth  parts  contain  the  preparations 
and  compofitions  of  the  new  London  and  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeias  J  with  a  few  of  the  old  ones,  which  I 
am  informed  are  ftill  kept  in  fome  'fhops,  and  occad- 
onally  called  for ;  feveral  of  the  more  celebrated  me- 
dicines which  have  come  into  efteem  in  France  and 
Germany ;  many  from  our  hofpitals  j  and  fome  ele- 
gant extemporaneous  prefcriptions,  fuch  as  are  dired- 
ed  in  practice. 

In  the  diftribution  of  thefe  materials,  it  has  been 
found  necelFary  to  depart  from  the  ordsr  hitherto  re- 
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ceived.  In  other  Difpenfatories,  and  in  a  former  edi- 
tion of  this,  medicines  are  divided  into  two  general 
heads,  officinal  and  extemporaneous.  This  divifion 
is  apparently  faulty  :  for  many  of  thole  called  offici- 
nal are  ftridlly  extemporaneous,  being  made  only  as 
they  are  wanted  :  and  many  of  thole  which  are  called 
extemporaneous,  are  very  well  fitted  for  keeping :  if 
we  fliould  appropriate  the  term  officinal  to  thofe 
which  have  the  fanftion  of  public  colleges,  then  this 
abfurdity  would  follow,  that  medicines  of  as  tedious 
preparation  as  any  in  the  book,  even  Baume's  extradl 
of  opium,  which  requires  feveral  months'  continual 
boiling,  would  be  extemporaneous  preparations. 

To  avoid  this  impropriety,  and  that  of  repeating 
the  fame  forms,  and  frequently  almoft  the  fame  com- 
pofitions,  in  different  parts  of  the  book,  I  have  rang- 
ed medicines  of  fimilar  preparation  or  compofition  in 
one  clafs,  without  regard  to  the  ineffisntial  circum- 
ftances  of  their  being  ufed  at  London  or  at  Edin- 
burgh, at  Paris  or  at  Berlin,  in  the  fhops  or  in  the 
hofpitals  ;  and  have  endeavoured  to  difpofe  them  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  form,  fo  far  as  could  be  done 
with  fuch  materials,  one  regular  whole,  a  conneded 
fyftem  of  practical  pharmacy.  That  the  medicines  of 
the  London  and  Edinburgh  colleges  may  be  the  more 
readily  known  from  the  others,  their  titles  are  printed 
in  a  larger  charad:er.  The  .diftindlion,  indeed,  be- 
tween preparations  and  compofitions,  the  former  of 
which  make  the  third  part,  and  the  latter  the  fourth, 
is  not  perhaps  altogether  unexceptionable,  confider- 
ing  the  great  multiplicity  and  diverfity  of  the  fubjeds, 
inan}1  of  which  partake  of  the  nature  of  both,  though 
fome  *more  of  one,  and  others  of  the  other :  but  this 
does  not  at  all  affe(a  the  plan,  or  produce  any  diforder 
n  the  fyftem,  which  continues  the  fame  w^hether  this 
diftindtion  is  retained  or  dropt. 
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The  Edinburgh  medicines  are  taken  from  the  laft 
edition  of  the  Pbarnuicopceia  Edinbur^enjis,  publi(hed 
in  the  year  1756,  a  complete  tranflation  of  which  has 
not  before  appeared. 

In  tranflating  the  feveral  prefcriptions,  wherever  the 
originals  appeared  too  concife  or  obfcure,  the  liberty 
has  been  taken  of  expreffing  the  direclions  in  a  more 
full  and  clear  manner,  with  care  not  to  vary  the  fenfe. 
The  ingredients  in  the  feveral  compofitions  are,  for 
the  greater  diftindnefs  (a  point  which  throughout  the 
whole  has  been  particularly  aimed  at),  ranged  in  dif- 
ferent lines,  as  in  the  originals.  For  want  of  fome 
method  of  this  kind,  there  are  inftances  of  ingredients 
being  confounded,  and  two  articles  miftaken  for  one. 

To  the  feveral  medicines  is  fubjoined,  where  it 
feemed  requifite,  an  account  of  the  principles  on  which 
they  are  built ;  together  with  their  virtues,  ufe,  and 
dofe ;  and  the  cautions  neceffary  to  be  obferved  ia 
the  exhibition  of  them.     To  the  more  difhcult  or 
dangerous  operations  is  added  a  full  defcription  of  the 
method  of  performing  them  wiih   advantage  and 
fafety ;  and  to  fuch  medicines  as  are  liable  to  fo- 
phirtication,  the  means  of  diftinguifhing  the  genuine 
from  the  adulterated.    In  thefe  pracftical  remarks  on 
the  particular  preparations,  and  on  the  general  clafles 
of  them  at  the  beginning  of  the  refpedlive  chapters 
and  fedions,  the  author  has  laboured  with  diligence. 
If  he  has  fucceeded  in  executing  his  intentions,  the 
directions  are  fuch,  as  may  enable  every  apothecary  to 
prepare,  as  it  is  his  duty  to  do,  all  his  own  medicines. 

The  tables,  inferted  in  a  former  edition,  were  fo 
well  received,  that  the  other  Difpenfatories  have  copi- 
ed them  entire.  One  of  thefe  tables,  however,  that 
of  fpecific  gravities,  appears,  on  re-examining  it,  to 
be  exceptionable  :  great  part  of  it  was  drawn  from 
Dr.  Friend's  experiments,  in  his  Frcek^iones  Chymi- 

A  4 


AUTHOR'S  PREFACE. 


rrt?,  in  v<7hich  the  numbers,  by  fome  accident,  have 
been  fo  fauhily  fet  down,  that  no  dependence  can  be 
had  upon  them  ;  and  few  other  hydroftatical  experi- 
ments have  been  made  on  medicinal  fubftances  or 
their  preparations.  I  have  therefore  nov>r  thrown  out 
that  table,  but  preferved  all  that  was  valuable  in  it, 
reduced  to  a  more  ufeful  form,  in  the  table  of  the 
weights  of  certain  meafures  of  different  fluids.  I  have 
likewife  added  feveral  new  ones,  greatly  enlarged  the 
others,  fo  as  to  render  them  of  more  utility  in  prac- 
tice, and  diftributed  them  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
work  to  which,  they  belong.  The  fafts  on  which 
they  are  built,  where  no  authority  is  mentioned,  are 
in  all  cafes  (except  only  in  the  above  mentioned  table 
of  weights)  from  my  own  experience. 

The  author  is  fufEciently  fenfible,  that  there  are^ 
ftill  many  imperfedlions  in  this  performance  ;  but 
hopes  it  will  appear,  that  he  has  every  where  con- 
fulted  the  dignity  of  the  art,  the  eafe  and  advantage 
of  the  operator,  and  the  health  of  the  patient. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO  THE 

SIXTH  EDITION. 


Several  years  have  elapfed  fince  Dr.  Lewis  re- 
vlfed  this  Difpenfatory,  to  which  he  made  many  addi- 
tions, and  othervvife  improved  it,  by  inferting  a  variety 
of  difcoveries  which  were  held  in  eftimation  at  that  day. 

As  medicine,  however,  in  all  its  particular  depart- 
ments, has  been  Itill  from  year  to  year  farther  improving, 
and  as  many  alterations  have  alfo  been  made  from  the 
refult  of  great  labour,  and  repeated  experience  of  medi- 
cal profeflfors' and  pra£titioners ;  a  new,  edition  of  thi^ 
Difpenfatory  could  not  be  given  to  the  public  without  pay- 
ing every  attention  to  fuch  matters,  as  have  of  late  years 
greatly  enriched  the  repofitories  of  medicine,  not  only  irk 
the  acquifition  of  frelli  materials ;  but  in  the  alterations 
jof  many  of  the  old  compofitions  ;  whereby  they  have- 
been  deprived  of  that  ufelefs  farrago  of  inert  or  contra- 
dictory ingredients,  v/ith  which  they  were  crowded.  Be- 
fides,  medical  men,  as  if  afliamed  of  a  variety  of  names 
by  which  medinical  fubftances  were  formerly  diftinguiflied, 
becaufe  they  conveyed  no  ufeful  or  difcriminating  ideas, 
have  thought  proper  to  alter  thofe  terms,  and  fupply 
their  places,  where  neceffary,  with  others  more  fcientific, 
and  infinitely  more  advantageous.    In  the  prefent  edi- 
tion, all  thefe  improvements  and  alterations  have  been 
carefully  inferted ;  and  where  any  reformations  have  been 
prefented,  or  any  prefcriptions  of  the  old  fchools  confi- 
dered  as  ufeful,  thefe  have  been  retained  :  to  all  which  is 
added  a  very  copious  Index,  and  fo  marked  that  the  old 
and.  new  names  may  be  at  one  view  difcovered  ;  and  the 
dofes  of  a  very  great  variety  of  articles  in  prefent  ufe  are 
particularly  fpecified,  agreeable  to  the  tabic  given  in  the 
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London  Pharmacopoeia.  Add  to  this,  that  in  the  ac- 
count given  of  the  particular  articles  of  the  Materia  Me- 
dica,  the  medical  virtues  which  are  generally  attributed 
to  them  are  concifely  fet  down,  fo  that  their  powers, 
and  the  intent  for  which  they  are  adminiftered,  become 
manifefl:  and  eafily  retainable  in  the  memory.  On  the 
whole,  every  attention  has  been  paid  in  the  feveral  de- 
partments of  medicine,  fo  as  to  comprife  all  that  is  prac- 
tically ufeful,  with  refpeft  to  the  fpecific  nature  of  each 
medicine — the  modes  of  their  application — their  different 
forms  and  dofesj  with  the  difeafes  and  their  different 
ftates,  which  require  different  dofes  of  the  fame  medi- 
cine, to  anfwer  particular  purpofes.  With  thefe  advan- 
tages, there  can  little  doubt  remain  of  its  being  fraught 
with  all  the  benefit  which  can  be  derived  from  a  work  of 
this  nature. 
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.     PART  I. 
Elements  of  Pharmacy. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Definition  and  Divifion  of  Pharmacy. 

Pharmacy  is  the  art  of  preparing,  preferving,  and  compound- 
ing natural  and  artificial  fubftances  for  medicinal  purpofes,  in  a  man- 
ner fuitable  to  their  refpedlive  properties,  and  the  intentions  of  cure. 

This  art  has  been  commonly  divided  into  two  branches,  galeni- 
cal and  chemical:  but  no  rational  principle  of  diftindlion  be- 
tween them  has  as  yet  been  fixed  on.  For  Pharmacy,  in  its  full 
extent,  is  no  other  than  a  branch  of  chemiftry,  and  the  moft  fimple 
pharmaceutical  preparations  are  fo  far  chemical,  as  they  have  any 
dependence  upon  the  properties  or  relations  of  the  materials. 

Pharmacy,  according  to  our  definition,  may  be  divided  into 
THEORETICAL  and  PRACTICAL.  Theoretical  Pharmacy  teaches 
the  knowledge  of  the  medicinal  fubftances  themfelves,  their  various 
properties,  qualities,  and  relations  to  one  another,  and  their  general 
efFecls  on  the  human  body  :  Pradical  pharmacy,  the  Ikilful  perform- 
ance of  the  feveral  procefTes,  or  operations,  by  which  they  are  adapt- 
ed to  particular  ufes. 

The  theory  of  pharmacy  is  the  diredl  refult  of  jexperiment  and  ob- 
fervation,  or  rather  a  general  and  comprchenfive  view  of  experiments 
and  fadts  themfelves;  it  may  be  termed  scientific  tharmacy, 
in  diflinction  from  mere  manual  labour. 

Scientific  pharmacy  includes  all  thofc  fadls  which  relate  to  —  the 
reduction  of  medicinal  fubftances  into  different  forms,  and  the  forms 
in  which  particular  fubftances  are  moft  commodinully  or  advan- 
t^-geoufly  ufed — their  relations  to  one  another  in  reg:ird  to  mifcibiliiv, 
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and  the  means  by  which  thofe,  tliat  of  tlieinfclvcs  are  not  mifcible, 
may  be  matlc  to  unite — the  fcparation  of  the  medicinal  from  the  in- 
adive  matter,  and  of  different  kinds  of  medicinal  matter  from  one 
another  when  combined  together  in  the  fame  fiibjc£l,  on  the  princi- 
ple of  one  being  diflfoluble  in  liquors  which  will  not  diffolve  the  other, 
of. one  bemg  exhalable  by  heat  while  the  other  remains  tixt,  &c. — 
the  alterations  which  the  medicinal  parts  themfelves  undergo,  in  dif- 
ferent circumflances,  and  by  dilfcrcnt  methods  of  treatment  —  the 
production  of  new  properties  and  medicinal  powers  from  the  coalition 
of  di/Fimilar  things — with  many  other  particulars  analogous  to  thefe. 

It  is  obvious,  that  a  perfeft  acquaintance  with  pharmacy,  con- 
fidered  in  ttiis  light,  is  effentially  neceflary  to  the  due  exercife  of 
the  art  of  phyfic.  Without  it,  the  prefcriber  mufl  often  err  in  the 
choice  of  materials  for  the  different  forms  of  preparation  or  compo- 
fition,-  or  in  adapting  a  manner  of  preparation  to  given  materials ; 
and  often  be  deceived  alfo  in  the  medicinal  efFeifs,  which  the  known 
powers  of  the  ingredients,  fcparately,  gave  room  to  cxpe6t. 

It  would  be  inconfiflent  with  the  nature  of  a  Difpcnfatory,  to 
wholly  detach  the  fcicntific  part  of  pharmacy  from  that  which  is 
more  diretlly  praftical for  the  fcience  gradually  refults  in  the 
courfe  of  the  pradlical  details.  In  this  firfl:  part  of  the  work  it  has 
been  thought  expedient  to  premife  a  fummary  view  of  the  general 
elements  of  the  art,  both  pradlical  and  fcientific,  that  the  reader  may 
be  the  better  prepared  for  tlie  particular fubje6ts  and  procefles,  which 
fpllow  in  the  fccond  and  third  parts. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

4  general  viezv  of  (be  Properties  and  Relations  of  Medicinal  Sub' 

fiances. 

S  E  C  T  I. 

Vegetables, 

Vegetables  are  organifed  bodies,  containing,  in  certain  vef- 
fels,  different  kinds  of  fubftances,  in  which  their  m'edicinal  virtues 
confift,  and  which  are  found  to  differ  greatly,  not  only  in  their 
quanritv,  but  likewife  in  their  quality,  according  to  the  age  of  the 
plant,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  foil  in  which  it  is  produced. 

Thus  fome  herbs  in  their  infancy  abound  mof}  with  odoriferous 
matter  J  of  which  others  yield  little  or  none  till  they  have,  attained 
to  a  more  advanced  age.  Many  fruits,  in  their  immature  ftate, 
contain  an  auftere  acid  juice,  which  by  maturation  is  changed  into 
a  fweet :  others,  as  the  orange,  are  firlT:  warm  and  aromatic,  and 
at'terwards,  by  degrees,  become  tilled  with  a  flrong  acid.  The 
common  grain,  and  fundry  other  feeds,  when  beginning  to  vegetate, 
are  in  tafte  remarkably  fweet  ;  yet  the  kernels  of  certain  fruits 
prove,  at  the  fame  period,  extremely  acrid.  The  roots  of  fome  of 
our  indigenous  plants,  whofe  juice  is,  during  fummer,  thin  arid  wa- 
tery, if  wounded  early  in  the  fpring,  yield  ric^  balfamic  juices, 
which,  expofed  to  a  gende  warmth,  foon  concrete  into  folid  gummy- 
refins,  fuperior  to  many  of  thofe  brought  from  abroad.  In  open 
expofures,  dry  foils,  and  fair  warm  feafons,  aromatic  plants  prove 
ftronger  and  more  fragrant,  while  thofe  of  an  oppoiite  nature  grow 
weaker.  To  thefe  particulars  therefore  due  regard  ought  to  be  had 
in  the  collefling  of  plants  for  medicinal  ufes. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve  alfo,  that  the  different  parts  of  one 
plant  are  often  very  different  in  quality  from  one  another.  Thus 
the  bitter  herb  wormwood  rifes  from  an  aromatic  root  ;  and  the 
narcotic  poppy-head  includes  feeds  which  have  no  narcotic  power. 
Thofe  differences,  though  very  obvious  in  the  conimonc* culinary 
plants,  do  not  feern  to  have  been  fufficiently  obferved,  or  attended  to, 
in  the  medicinal  ones. 

The  medicinal  juices  of  vegetables,  and  the  aftive  parts  with 
wliich  they  are  impregnated,  may,  generally,  be  extrafled  and  fe- 
parated,  by  fimple  operations,  widiout  any  alteration  being  made  in 
their  native  qualities.  Thcv  may,  likewife,  be  varioully  altered 
and  transformed,  by  operations  not  lefs  funplc.    By  fermentation 
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and  the  power  of  fire,  vegetables,  and  all  the  fiibftances  that  exift  in 
tliem  (the  pure  watery  part  excepted)  totally  chant^e,  their  nature,  and 
are  converted  or  relblved  irvto  prodndls  of  another  order.  It  will  be 
proper  to  take  a  view  pf  thefe  produdtions  fiiu  ;  fomc  of  them  being 
fubjcrvient  to  the  feparation  of  tlie  native  principles,  and  to  the  bet- 
ter underftanding  of  their  properties. 

I.  Produ^ions  from  Vegetables  by  Fermentation. 

Fe  RMENTATioN  is  a  fpontaneous  motion  excited  in  dead  vege- 
tables and  animals,  which  is  peculiar  to  thofe  organic  fubftances  in 
conieqiicnce  of  the  principle  of  vegetable  or  animaJ  life. — A  certain 
degree  of  humidity,  a  certain  degree  of  heat,  and  the  contadi  of  the 
air,  are  circumftances  favouring  this  proccfs. 

The  fweet  and  acefcent  juices  of  fruits,  infufions  of  malted  grain, 
and  almoft  all  vegetable  juices  or  infulions  that  are  either  limply 
fweet  or  of  a  fweetnefs  mixed  with  acidity,  on  being  kept  in  a  place 
of  temperate  warmth,  in  a  velTel  not  clofely  ftopt,  ferment,  grow 
turbid,  throw  off  a  large  quantity  of  grofs  matter,  and  are  converted 
by  degrees  into  a  vinous  liquor  ;  from  which  may  be  fejiarated, 
by  proceffes  hereafter  defcribed,  a  pure  inflammable  spirit, 

Thefe  produdtions  are  different,  in  their  medicinal  as  well  as  their 
more  obvious  properties,  from  the  liquors  that  afforded  them.  The 
native  juices  of  fruits  attenuate  the  animal  fluids,  and  relax  the  folids, 
fo  as  to  prove  iri  fome  cafes  ufeful  aperient  medicines,  and  to  occa- 
fion,  when  imprudently  taken,  dangerous  fluxes  ;  whereas  the  vi- 
nous and  fpirituous  liquors,  produced  from  them  by  fermentation, 
have  the  oppofitc  effects,  conibinging  the  folids,  and  thickening  or 
coagulating  the  fluids. 

In  vinous  liquors  there  are  great  divcrfitics,  independently  of  tlicir 
bring  more  or  lefs  watery  ;  for  lome  of  the  native  qualities  of  vege- 
table juices  and  infufions,  as  colour,  flavour,  vifcidity,  &c.  often 
remain  in  the  wine,  not  being  totally  fubduable  by  that  degree  of 
fermentation  by  which  the  liquor  is  rendered  vinous:  but  of  thcie 
diverfities  the  fpirit  is  never  found  to  partake:  this,  feparate'd  from 
the  wine  and  properly  purified,  is  always  one  and  the  fame  things 
from  whatever  kind  of  vegetable  liquor  it  was  produced. 

Befides  tlie  grofs  matter  tbrown  off  during  the  fermentation,  there 
feparates  from  fundry  wines,  after  the  fermentation  is  completed, 
another  kind  of  fubifance.  The  fules  and  bottom  of  the  caflc  be- 
5:ome  gradually  incruftated  with  a  faline  concrete,  called  tartar, 
of  an  acid  tafte,  and  of  a  reddifli  or  white  colour,  according  to  that 
of  the  wine.  The  colour  is  adventitious  to  the  fait,  for  the  tartar 
maybe  puiified  from  it  by  folution  in  water:  when  thus  purified, 
the  tartar  of  all  Wines  is  found  to  be  the  lame. 

There  is  feparated  alfo,  in  fermentation,  a  fubftance  of  a  much 
more  active  nature  than  any  of  the  preceding.  When  the  Icrmen- 
tation  is  at  its  height,  a  fubtile,  pungent,  elaflic,  incoerciblc  va- 
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yoVR  called  gas  is  difcharged  ;  tins  gas  is  the  gas  sylvestre  of 
Helwioui,  and  the  hxed  air,  aerial  acid,  or  carbonic  acid  of  mo- 
dern chemifts  ;  which,  when  coi)ioiifly  accumulated  in  clofe  rooms, 
( xtinguilhes  hrc,  and  inilantaneouHy  fuftocatcs  animals,  wiihout 
producing  any  apparent  dilcafe,  or  any  iiijury  that  can  he  perceived 
upon  difle6tion.    Boerhaave  fays  he  does  not  remember  that  fo  im- 
mediate, mortal,  and  fubtilc  a  poifon  has  been  hitherto  difco'vered  : 
that  if  a  large  vcflel,  full  of  the  juice  of  grapes  in  high  fermentation, 
ihould  difcharge  its  accumulated  vapour  through  a  fmall  orifice,  and 
a  rtrong  healthy  man  lliould  draw  in  the  vapour  at  his  noftrils,  he 
would  inilantly  fill  down  dead;  or  if  he  received  but  little  thereof, 
become  apopleiSic  ;  or,  if  flill  lefs,  would  remain  an.  ideot  during 
life,  or  become  paralytic :  and  that  thefe  accidents  befal  thofe  who 
imprudently  remain  long  in  clofe  vaults  where  large  quantities  arc 
fermenting.    It  may  be  obferved  that  tliis  vapour,  when  not  colleit- 
ed  in  fucii  a  quantity  as  to  extinguifli  a  fmall  flame,  as  that  of  a  can- 
dle, is  generally  not  dangerous,  or  at  leaft  not  mortal,  to  animals. 

There  are  feveral  fuhflances,  of  themfelves  not  fufceptible  of  fer- 
mentation, which  neverthelefs  may  be  brought  into  it  by  the  admix- 
ture of  thofe  that  are  ;  as  by  adding  to  them,  along  with  a  proper 
quantify  of  water,  a  portion  of  the  yell:  or  head  thrown  up  to  the 
lurface  of  fermenting  liquors.  Without  this  expedient,  many  vege- 
tables would  run  immediately  into  the  acetous,  and  fome  of  them 
into  tiie  putrefaflive  fermentation.  To  this  therefore  recourfe  is 
fometimes  had  for  unlocking  the  texture  of  certain  compadl  vegeta- 
hie  matters,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  give  out  more  readily  fome 
of  their  medicinal  principles.  In  thel'e  cafes,  the  fermentation  mufl 
be  continued  hut  for  a  little  time  ;  left  the  refolution  of  the  fubjedl 
ihould  proceed  beyond  the  intended  limits,  and  the  principles  expedl- 
ed  from  it  be  converted  into  other  produdls. 

The  fermentable  juices  of  fruits,  boiled  till  they  become  thick,  are 
found  to  be  indifpofcd  to  ferment,  and  this  not  only  in  their  thick 
ftate,  but  when  diluted  again  with  water ;  though  there  appears  to 
be  fcarcely  any  other  alteration  produced  in  them  by  the  boiling. 
Hence  liquids,  prone  to  fermentation,  may  thus  be  preferved.  "  How- 
far  this  diminution  of  their  fermentability  may  a{Fe6l  their  medical 
virtues,  js  not  as  yet  clear. 

The  degree  or  the  fpeclcs  of  fermentation,  by  which  wines  and 
inflammable  fpirits  are  produced,  is  called  vinous  yermentai ion.  If 
the  procefs  be  further  protra£ted,  more  grot's  matter  is  thrown  off, 
and  iicw  changes  fuccced,  but  m  a  flower  and  lefs  tumultuary  man- 
ner than  bc-fjrc.  The  heating  inebriating  wine  becomes  by  degree, 
a  cooling  acid  vinegar,  which  fcems  to  countera6l  the  efFedts  of 
the  other  :  the  moie  the  wine  abounded  with  inflammable  fpirit,  die 
more  docs  the  vinegar  abound  with  uninflammable  acid. 

Thers  are,  however,  certain  qualities  of  vegetables,  which  arc 
not  completely  fubJued  even  by  this  fccond  flage  of  ferinentatioii  • 
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fome  vinegars  being  apparently  more  coloured,  and  containing  more 
of  an  oily  and  vifcid  matter  than  others.  By  adding  to  the  ferment- 
able liquor  fuhjc£ts  of  other  kinds,  the  qualities  both  of  wines  and 
vinegars  may  be  flill  further  diverfificd,  fo  as  to  adapt  them  to  parti- 
cular medicinal  ufes. 

If  the  procefs  be  flill  further  continued,  further  changes  take 
place.  The  matter  putrefies  :  and  at  length,  what  little  liquor  re- 
mains unevaporatcd,  is  found  to  he  mere  water,  and  the  folid  fut)- 
ftance  at  the  bottom  appears  to  be  the  fame  witli  common  mould. 

This  is  reckoned  by  tlie  chemifts  one  of  the  ftagcs  of  fermentation, 
and  diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  putrefathvc  Jlage.  it  is  far 
more  general  in  its  obje£t  than  the  other  two  ;  every  vegetable  mat- 
ter being  fufceptible  of  putrcfailion,  but  fome  particular  kinds  only 
being  adapted  to  virTous  or  acetous  fermentation. 

Putrefadtion  difcovcrs  one  difference  in  vegetables,  which  fcems 
wortliy  of  being  remarked.  The  generality  of  vegetables  rot  and 
turn  to  mould,  without  yielding  any  very  ofFenfive  fmell  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  refolution  :  but  there  are  fome  which 
emit,  throughout  the  whole  procefs,  a  flrong  fetor,  very  nearly  of 
the  fame  kind  with  that  which  accompanies  the  putrcfa£lion  of  ani- 
mal fubftances,  which  by  chemical  trials  is  found  to  be  the  volatile 
alkali. 

It  is  however  neceflary  to  dbferve,  that  every  vegetable  that  has  fuf- 
fercd  the  vinous,  will  proceed  to  the  acetous  and  putrefa6live  fer- 
mentation ;  yet  the  fecond  flage  is  not  ncceflariiy  preceded  by  the 
firft — nor  the  third  by  the  fecond — or  in  other  words  : — the  acetous 
fermentation  is  not  neceffarlly  confined  to  thofe  fubllances  which 
have  undergone  the  vinous  ; — nor  the  putreiadtive  to  thofc  which 
have  undergone'the  acetous  fermentation. 

II.  Produ5l'ions  from  Vegetables  by  Fire. 

Fire,  the  other  grand  agent  in  the  refolution  of  bodies,  produces 
in  vegetables  decompofitioas  of  a  different  kind.  Its  general  effcdls 
are  the  following. 

Vegetable  fubftances,  burnt  in  the  open  air,  are  reduced 
partly  into  ashes,  and  partly  into  flame  and  smoke  ;  which 
laft,  condenfed  in  long  canals  or  othervvife,  forms  a  naufeous  bitter 
black  SOOT.  In  the.  burning  of  moft  vegetables,  an  acid  vapour 
accompanies  the  fmoke  ;  but  the  foot  is  never  found  to  partake 
of  it. 

Vegetables,  urged  with  a  red  heat  in  clofc  vcffcls,  (the  veffel  con- 
taining tlie  fubjedl  being  made  to  communicate  with  another  placed 
beyond  the  a£lion  of  the  fire  for  receiving  the  matters  forced  out  by 
the  heat)  give  over  a  watery  liqi?or  called  phlegm  ;  an  acid 
LIQUOR  called  fprrit ;  an  elaftic  incoercible  vapour,  which  appears 
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to  be  inflammable  or  fixed  airs,  very  often  a  compofi,rion  of  botli, 
anJ  ro  which  an  exit  muft  be  occafionally  allowed,  left  it  burft  the 
veflels  or  blow  off  the  receiver ;  a  thin  oil,  and,  at  length,  a  very 
thlc-k  dark-coloured  oil,  both  wiiich  arc  of  an  acrimonious  taite,  and 
a  burnt  fetid  fmell,  whence  they  are  called  empyreumatic  oi^ls.  There 
remains  behind  a  black  coal,  not  diflbluble  in  any  kind  of  liquors, 
not  fufccptiblo  of  putrefa6lion,  not  alterable  by  the  mofh  vehement 
degree  of  fire,  fo  long  as  the  air  is  excluded,  but  which,  on  admit- 
ting air  to  it,  burns  without  flaming,  and  with  little  or  no  fmoke,- 
and  leaves  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  white  aflies  ;  this  is  called  char- 
coal, whole  chemical  properties  feem  always  to  be  the  fame,  from 
whatever  vegetable  it  is  procured. 

The  white  afhes  of  vegetables,  infufed  or  boiled  in  water,  impart 
to  it  a  pungent  faline  fubdance,  called  fixed  alkaline  salt, 
which  may  be  feparated  in  a  folid  form  by  evaporating  the  water, 
from  whence  is  produced  pot-afh  ufed  in  commerce,  being  this  faline 
matter  mixed  with  ferruginous,  ea;  thy,  and  other  impurities  ;  and 
likewife  with  a  number  of  neutral  falts  of  different  kinds,  from  which 
being  cleared  by  different  proceffes,  the  fixed  vegetable  alkali  re- 
mains ;  but  from  the  afhes  of  kali,  and  other  fea  plants,  a  different 
alkali  is  produced,  called  soda  or  natron.  The  remaining  part 
of  the  afhes,  which  is  by  far  the  largeft  in  quantity,  is  a  pure  earth, 
differing  from  that  which  is  the  refult  of  putrefadtion,  in  being  readl- 
Iv  diffoluble  by  every  acid  liquor,  while  the  othel-  is  not  adled  upon 
by  an  acid  ;  and  fioin  whence  fome  iron  may  be  attracted  by 
the  magnet.  With  the  vitriolic  acid  it  is  faid  fo  have  formed  alum  ; 
a  kind  of  felenite  has  been  obtained,  but  fomewhar  different  frona 
that'produced  by  the  union  of  the  fame  aci(ikwith  calcareous  earth  ; 
this  refiduum  of  burnt  vegetables  differs  from  calcareous  earth  in  be- 
ing fufceptible  of  becoming  quick-lime,  by  calcination  ;  and  it  has 
been  found,  inftead  of  an  earth,  to-  be  a  calcareous  phoiphoric  fait, 
llmilar  to  that  obtained  from  the  bones  of  animals. 

Such  is  the  general  analyfis  of  vegetables  by  fire.  But  there  are 
fome  vegetables,  which,  as  they  feem  to  lliew,  during  putrefaction, 
fome  analogy  in  their  matter  with  that  which  conftitutes. animal  bo- 
dies, difcover  alfo  a  like  analogy  in  the  prefent  refolution,  yielding 
little  or  no  acid  ;  and,  inftead  of  a  fixt  alkaline  fait  which  remains 
in  the  afhes,  affording  a  volatile  alkaline  salt  which  aiifes 
along  with  the  aqueous  and  oily  principles. 

Alkaline  falts,  and  acid  or  four  fubftances,  are  looked  upon  as 
being  oppofite  in  their  nature  to  one  another.  Moft  of  the  bodies 
which  are  diffouible  in  alkaline  liquors,  are  precipitated  or  thrown 
out  from  the  folution  on  the  addition  of  an  acid  ;  and  moft  of  thofe 
which  are  diffoluble  in  acids,  are  in  Tike  manner  precipitated  by  al- 
kalies. If  an  acid  and  an  alkali  be  diredlly' mixed  together,  there 
generally  enfues  an  cffervcfcence  or  tumultuary  difc^hargc  of  air-bub- 
bles ;  though  alkalies,  both  fixed  and  volatile,  "may  be  fo  prepared  as 
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tX)  make  no  efFcrvefccnce  with  acids ;  and  in  this  cafe  they  arc  far 
more  pungent  than  in  their  common  flate. 

In  all  cafes,  the  alkali  and  acid,  uniting  together,  compofe  a  new 
body,  called  a  neutral  salt,  which  has  neither  the  fournefs  of 
the  one  ingredient,  nor  the  peculiar  pungency  of  the  other,  and 
which  will  not  diffolvc  thofe  fubftanccs  which  either  the  acid  or  the 
alkali  feparatcly  would  dilTolve. 

To  ihefe  characters,  it  may  be  added,  that  alkaline  falts  change 
the  colour  of  blue  flowers  or  their  infufions,  as  of  violets,  to  a  green, 
and  acids  to  a  red,  while  the  neutral  compound,  formed  by  the  co- 
alition of  the  two,  makes  no  alteration  in  the  colour. 

It  mufl:  be  obferved,  however,  that  to  change  blue  flowers  to  a 
green,  is  not  univerfally  a  mark  of  alkalies,  for  fome  folutions  of 
eartiiy  bodies  in  acids  have  the  fame  effedl ;  thcfe  laft  may  he  difl^in- 
guilhcd  from  alkalies,  by  adding  to  them  a  known  alkali,  which  will 
immediately  precipitate  the  earth,  and  form  a  neutral  compound  with 
the  acid. 

Fixed  alkaline  falts,  perfectly  purified,  appear  to  be  one  and  the 
fame,  from  whatever  kind  of  vegetable  they  were  produced ;  thofe 
ot  fome  marine  plants  excepted,  of  which  hereafter.  In  volatile  al- 
kalies, and  in  the  pure  earthy  part  of  the  afhes,  there  appears  to  be, 
refpeclively,  the  like  identity. 

Empyreumatic  oils -differ  fomewhat  in  the  degree  of  acrimony  and 
fetidnefs,  and  the  acid  fpirits  differ  in  degree  of  ftrcngth,  or  in  the 
quantity  of  water  with  which  they  are  diluted;  how  far  they  may 
differ  in  any  otlier  refpefts,  is  little  known,  thefc  preparations  hav- 
ing been  rarely  ufed  or  examined. 

It  has  been  laid,  that  the  alkaline  falts,  both  of  the  fixed  and  of 
the  volatile  kind,  arc  entirely  creatures  of  the  fire,  being  never  found 
to  exill:  naturally  in  any  vegetable  ;  but  late  experience  contradidts 
this  poiition,  as  will  be  fecn  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  faline  fub- 
flances  below  :  the  oil,  doubtlefs,  pre-exifted  ia  the  fubjeft,  but 
owes  its  acrimony  and  fetidnefs  to  the  fire  ;  for  the  moft  mild  and  in- 
fipid  oils  receive  the  faine  qualities  on  being  urged  with  the  fame  de- 
gree of  heat :  the  acid,  which  is  likewife  naturally  contained  in 
vegetable  fubjeds,  proves  always  tainted,  in  the  prefenl  procefs, 
with  the  ill  fmell  and  tafte  of  the  oil  that  accompanies , it  ;  but  whe- 
ther the  acid  itfclf  fuffers  any  change  in  its  nature,  i«  unknown. 

When  chemilby  began  fiili  to  be  formed  into  a  rational  fciencc, 
and  to  examine  rlie  component  parts  and  internal  conflitution  of  bodies, 
ii  was  imagined,  that  this  refolution  of  vegetables  by  fire,  difcover- 
ing  to  us  all  their  adive  principles,  unclogged  and  unmixed  with  one 
another,  would  afford  tlie  furcft  means  of  judging  of  their  medicinal 
powers.  But,  on  profecuting  thefe  experiments,  it  was  foon  found 
that  they  were  infufRcient  for  that  end  :  that  the  anaiyfes  of  poifon- 
ous  and  efciilent  plants  agreed  often  as  nearly  with  one  another  as  the 
analyfcs  of  one  plant ;  that  by  tlie  a<5lion  of  a  burning  heat,  two 
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principles  of  vegetables  are  not  barely  feparated,  but  altered,  tranl- 
pofeJ,  and  combined  into  new  forms  {  infomuch  that  it  was  impofli- 
ble  to' know  in  what  form  they  exilkd,  and  with  what  qualities  ther 
were  endowed,  before  thefe  changes  and  tranfijoiltions  happened,  li\ 
for  example,  thirty-two  ounces  of  a  certain  vegetable  fubftance  be 
found  to  yield  teu  ounces  and  a  half  of  acid  liquor,  above  one  ounce 
and  five akams  of  oil,  and  three  drams  anil  a  half  ot  iixt  alkaline 
fait ;  what  idea  can  this  analyfis  give  of  the  medicinal  qualities  o£ 

III.  Suhjlances  naturally  contained  in  Vegetables,  and  Jepar able iy  Art 
•without  Alteration  of  their  native  Qjualiiies, 

I.  Grofs  Oils. 

Gross  oils  abound  chiefly  in  the  kernels  of  fruits  and  in  certain 
feeds  ;  from  which  they  are  commonly  extra 6led  by  expreffion,  anl 
hence  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  oi  exprejjed  oils.  They  arc  con- 
tained alfo  in  all  the  parts  of  all  vegetables  that  have  been  examined, 
and  may  be  forced  out  by  vehemence  of  tire^  but  here  their  qualities 
£re  greatly  altered  in  the  procefs  by  which  they  are  extracted  or  daf- 
covered,  as  we  have  fcen  under  tht:  foregoing  head, 

Thefe  oils,  in  tlieir  common  flate,  are  not  difToluble  either  in 
vinous  fpirits  or  in  water,  though,  by  means  of  ce-rrain  intermedia, 
they  may  be  united  both  with  the  one  and  the  other.  Thus  a  fkil'Tul 
interpofitioa  of  Uigar  renders  them  mifcible  with  water  into  what  are 
called  lohochs  and  oily  draughts  :  'by  the  intervention  of  gum,  muci- 
lage, or  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  thev  unite  with  water  into  a  miikf 
fluid  :  by  alkaline  falts  they  are  changed  into  a  foap,  which  is  mifcible 
both  with  water  and  fpirituous  liquors,  and  is  perfe6lly  dilTolved  bv 
the  latter  into  an  uniform  tranfparent  fluid.  The  addition  of  any  acid 
<o  the  foapy  folution  abforbs  the  alkaline  fait ;  and  the  oil,  wliich  of 
courfe  feparates,  is  found  to  have  undergone  this  remarkable  change, 
that  it  now  diiTolvcs  without  anj  intermedium,  in  pure  fpirit  of 
wine. 

ExprefleJ  oils,  expofed  to  the  cold,  lofe  greatly  their  fluidity; 
iome  of  them,  in  a  fmall  degree  of  ,cold,  congeal  into  a  confifteut 
mafs.  Kept  for  fome  time  in  a  warm  air,  they  become  thin  and 
highly  rancid  :  their  foft,  liibricaiing,  and  relaxing  quality  is  changed 
into  a  fharp  acrimonious  one  :  and  in  Uiis  ftate,  inllead  of  allaying, 
they  occafion  irritation  ;  inllead  of  obtunding  corrofivc  humours, 
they  corrxjdc  and  inflame.  Thefe  oils  are  liable  to  the  fame  noxious 
alteration  while  contained  in  the  original  fubjciSt :  hence  the  ranci- 
diiv  which  the  oily  feeds  and  kernels,  as  almonds  and  thofe  called  the 
cold  feeds,  are  fo  liable  to  contract  in  keeping.  Nevcrthclcfs,  on  tri- 
turating thefe  feeds  or  kernes  with  water,  the  oil,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  the  other  matter  of  the  {uh]cC(,  unites  with  the  water  into  an 
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emulfion  or  milky  liquor,  which,  inftead  of  growing  rancid,  turn* 
four  on  (landing. 

It  leems  chcn  that  fomc  fort  of  fermentation  goes  on  in  the  progrcA 
of  oils  in  the  rancid  ftatc,  and  from  fomc  experiments  it  wouh; 
feem  that  an  acid  is  evolved,  which  renders  them  more  foluhle  in 
ipirits  of  wine  than  hcfore. 

In  the  heat  of  boiling  water,  and  even  in  a  degree  of  heat  as  much 
exceeding  this  as  the  heat  of  boiling  water  does  that  of  the  human 
body,  thefe  oils  fufFer  lirtle  diflipatiau  of  their  parts.  In  a  greater 
heat,  they  emit  a  pungent  vapour,  fcemingly  of  the  acid  kind  ;  and 
■when  fufFered  to  grow  cpk\  again,  they  arc  found  to  have  acquired  a 
greater  debtee  of  confidence  than  they  had  before,  together  with  an 
acrid  tafle.  In  a  heat  approaching  to  ignition,  in  ciofe  ve(reis,  the 
greatefi.  part  of  the  oil  arifes  in  an  empyreumatic  ilate,  a  black  coal 
remaining  behind. 

2.  Grojs  fehaceous  Matter. 

From  the  kernels  of  fome  fruits,  as  that  of  the  chocolate  nut,  we 
obtain,  inftead  of  a  f^uid  oil,  a  fubftance  of  butyraceous  confillence ; 
and  from  others,  as  the  nutmeg,  a  folid  matter  as  firm  as  tallow. 
Thefe  concretes  are  mofl  commodioufly  cxtrafted  by  boiling  the 
fubjeiS  in  water ;  the  fehaceous  matter,  liquefied  by  the  heat,  fepa- 
rates  and  arifes  to  the  furface,  and  refumes  its  proper  conllftence  as 
Uie  liquor  cools. 

The  fubftanccs  of  this  clafs  have  the  fame  general  properties  with 
exprcfied  oils,  but  are  lefs  difpofed  to  become  rancid  in  keeping  than 
mofl  of  the  common  fluid  oils.  It  is  fuppofed  by  the  chemifls,  that 
their  thick  confidence  is  owing  to  alargei-  admixture  of  an  acid  prin- 
ciple :  for,  in  their  refolution  by  fire,  they  yield  a  vapour  more  fenfi- 
bly  acid  than  the  fluid  oils  ;  and  fluid  oils,  by  die  admixture  of  con- 
ccmrated  acids,  arc  reduced  to  a  thick  or  folid  mafs. 

3.  Effenttal  Oils. 

Essential  oils  are  obtained  only  from  thofe  vegetables,  or  parts 
of  vegetables,  tiiat  are  conltderably  odorous.  Tiiey  are  the  diredt 
priociple,  in  which  the  odour,  and  oftentimes  the  warmth,  pun- 
gency, aud  other  adiive  powers  of  the  fubje6l,  refide  ;  whence  their 
uavne  of  efTenccs  or  effcntial  oils. 

EfTential  oils  unite  with  re£fified  fpirit  of  wine,  and  compofe  with 
it  one  homogeneous  tranfparent  fluid  ;  though  fome  of  them  require 
for  this  purpofe  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  fpirit  than  others. 
The  difference  of  this  folubiiity  perhaps  depends  on  their  quantity  of 
difenoaged  acid,  that  being  found  not  only  to  promote  the  folution  of 
the  efleiitial  oil,  but  even  of  ihofe  of  the  unctuous  kind.  Water  alfo, 
though  it  docs  not  diflblve  their  whole  fubfl.ances,  may  be  made  to 
imbibe  fome  portion  of  their  more  fubtile  matter,  fo  as  to  become 
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confulerablv  impregnated  with  their  flavour :  by  the  admixture  of 
fut^ar,  ei""'  the  yolk  ofan  egg,  or  alkaline  falts,  they  are  made  to- 
tally tiiiloluble  in  water.  Digefled  with  volatile  alkalies,  they  un- 
dergo various  changes  of  colour,  and  fome  of  the  lefs  odorous  ac- 
quire confiderable  degrees  of  fragrance  ;  vvhilfl:  fixt  alkalies  univer- 
lally  impair  their  odour.  • 

In  t!ie  heat  of  boiling  water,  thefe  oils  totally  exhale  ;  and  on  this 
principle  they  are  commonly  extracted  from  fubjecSts  that  contaia 
them  ;  for  no  other  fluid,  that  naturally  exifts  in  vegetables,  is  ex- 
halable  bv  that  degree  of  hear,  except  the  aqueous  moifture,  from 
which  the  greatell:  part  of  the  oil  is  eafily  feparated.  Some  of  tlielc 
oils  arife  with  a  much  lefs  heat,  a  heat  little  greater  than  that  iu 
which  water  begins  vifibly  to  evaporate.  In  their  refolution  by  a 
burning  heat,  they  difPcr  little  from  exprefled  oils. 

Effcntial  oils,  expofed  for  fome  lime  to  a  warm  air,  fufFer  an-  al- 
teration very  different  from  that  which  the  exprefled  undergo.  In- 
Itead  of  growing  thin,  rancid,  and  acrimonious,  they  gradually 
become  thick,  and  at  length  harden  info  a  folid  brittle  concrete  ; 
with  a  remarkable  diminution  of  their  volatility,  fragrancy,  pun- 
gency, and  warm  ftimulating  quality.  In  this  ftate,  they  are  found 
to  confift  of  two  kinds  of  matter;  a  fluid  oil,  volatile  in  the  heat  of 
boiling  water,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  q\iality  with  the  original  oil ; 
and  of  a  grofler  fubftance  which  remains  behind,  not  exhSlable  with- 
out a  burning  heat,  or  fuch  a  one  as  changes  its  nature,  and  refolves 
it  into  an  acid,  an  empyreumatic  oil,  and  a  black  coaJ. 

The  admixture  of  a  concentrated  acid  inftantiy  produces,  in  eflen- 
tial  oils,  a  change  nearly  fimilar  to  that  vifhich  time  efFeds.  In 
making  thefe  kinds  of  commixtures,  the  operator  ought  to  -be  on  his 
guard  :  for  when  a  flrong  acid,  particularly  that  of  nitre  (of  whicli 
hereafter]  is  poured  haftily  into  an  effential  oil,  a  great  heat  and  ebul- 
lition enCue,  and  often  an  explofion  happens,  or  the  mixture  burfls 
into  flame.  The  union  of  exprelfed  oils  with  acids  is  accoriipanied 
with  much  lefs  conflidt. 

4.  Concrete  effential  Oil. 

Some  vegetables,  as  rofes  and  elecainpane  roots,  inllead  of  a  fluid 
effcntial  oil,  yield  a  ful)fi:ance  poffeffing  the  fame  general  properties, 
but  of  a  thick  or  febaceous  confillcnce.  This  fubftance  appears  to 
be  of  as  great  volatility,  and  fubtility  of  parts,  as  the  fluid  oils :  it 
equally  cxhalfs  in  the  heat  of  boiling  water,  and  concretes  upon  the 
furtacc  of  the  collected  vapour.  The  total  exhalation  of  this  matter, 
and  Its  concreting  again  into  its  original  confiftent  ftate,  without  any 
fcparation  of  it  into  a  fluid  and  a  folid  part,  diftinguifties  it  from  ef- 
fcntial oils  that  have  been  thickened  or  indurated  by  age  or  by  acids. 

5«  Camp/wr. 


Camphor,  is  a  folid  concrete,  obtained  chiefly  from  the  woody 
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parts  of  certain  Indian  trees.  It  is  volatile  like  cffcntial  oils,  and 
foliible  both  in  oils  and  inflammable  fpirits  :  it  uajtes  freely  with 
water  by  the  intervention  of  gum,  particularly  myrih,  but  very  fpar- 
ingly  and  iinperfe£l:ly  by  the  other  intermedia  that  render  oils  mifci- 
hlc  with  waterv  liquors.  It  differs  from  the  febaceous,  as  well  as 
fluid  fflential  oils,  infuffering  no  fcnfible  alteration  from  hnig  keep- 
ing ;  in  being  totally  exhalable,  not  only  by  the  heat  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, but  in  a  warm  air,  without  any  change  or  reparation  of  its  parts, 
the  lall  particle  that  remains  unexhaled  appearing  to  be  of  the  lame 
nature  with  the  original  camphor  ;  in  its  receiving  no  em[)yreumaiic 
inipreffion,  and  fnffering  no  rcfolutlon,  from  any  degree  of  tire  to 
which  it  can  be  expofed  in  clofe  veffels,  though  readily  combuflible 
in  the  open  air  ;  in  being  diffolved  by  concentrated  acids  into  a  li- 
quid form  ;  and  in  feveral  other  properties  which  it  is  needlefs  to 
ipecify  in  this  place. 

6.  Aroma, 

Or  Spiritus  Re£^or,  Is  the  name  given  to  the  odorous  principle 
of  vegetables.  Thefe  bodies  differ  greatly  from  one  another  in  the 
quantity,  ftrengtli,  and  folubility  of  the  odorous  principle  which 
they  contain.  It  is  generally  found  united  with  volatile' oils  ;  but 
it  is  foluble  in  alchohol  and  water,  as  well  as  in  thefe.  The  flighteft 
degree  of  heat  is  fufficient  to  difengage  the  aroma  of  plants.  To 
obtain  it,  the  plant  muff  be  diflilled  in  a  balneum  Mari^,  and  its 
vapours  received  into  a  cold  capital  — which  may  condenfe,  and 
afterwards  condui^^  tliem  in  a  fluid  ftate  into  the  receiver.  "J'he  pro- 
du6l  is  pure  odoriferous  water,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  effential 
diQilled  water.  This  liquor  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  folution  of  the 
arorna  or  odorous  principle  in  water. — When  aromatic  water  is  heat- 
ed, it  lofes  its  fmell  in  confequencfe  of  the  odorous  principle  being 
more  volatile  than  the  fluid  in  which  it  was  diffolved.  This  princi- 
ple is  alio  diffipated  by  expofure  to  the  air.  Many  fa£ls  would  in- 
duce us  to  believe  that  the  principle  of  fmell  is  one  of  the  elementary 
principles  of  volatile  oils  :  but  we  are  as  yet,  almoft  completely  igno- 
rant of  its  chemical  nature,  properties,  and  combinations. 

7.  Rejtn. 

Essential  oils,  indurated  by  age  or  acids,  are  called  rcfms. 
When  the  indurated  mafs  has  been  expofed  to  the  heat  of  boiling 
water,  till  its  more  fubtile  parts,  or  the  pure  effential  oil  that  remain- 
ed in  it,  lias  exhaled,  the  grofs  matter,  left  behind,  is  likewife  called 
refin.  We  find,  in  m:lny  vegetables,  relins  analogous  both  tp  one 
and  the  other  of  thefe  concretes;  Ibme  containing  a  fubtile  od,  fe- 
parablc  by  the  heat  of  boiling  water;  others  containing  nothing  tliat 
is  capable  of  cxlialing  in  that  heat. 

Refms  in  general  diffolve  in  re6lificd  fpirit  qf  wine,  though  forac 
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of  thcni  much  more  ciifEcuhly  than  others :  it  is  chiefly  by  means  of 
this  diflblvent,  that  they  are  extraded  from  the  fubjects  in  wljich 
they  are  contained.  They  dilTolve  alfo  in  oils  both  exprcffed  ^nd 
cdential  ;  and  may  he  united  with  watery  liquors  by  means  of  the 
fame-intermedia  which  render  the  fluid  oils  m'ifcible  with  water.  la 
ii  heal  lefs  than  that  of  boiling  water,  they  melt  into  an  oily  fluid, 
and  in  this  flate  they  may  be  incorporated  one  with  another.  In 
their  refolution  by  Are,  in  clofe  velfels,  they  yield  a  manifeft  acid, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  empyreumatic  oil. 


8.  Cum. 


Gum  ditTers  from  the  foregoing  fubflances,  in  being  uninflamma- 
ble^ for  though  it  may  be  burnt  to  a  coaL,  and  thence  to  alhes,  it 
never  yields  any  fl^me.  It  differs  remarkably  alfo  in  the  proportion 
of  the  principles  into  which  it  is  refolved  by  fire  ;  the  quantity  of 
empyreumatic  oil  beiug  far  lefs,  and  that  of  acid  far  greater.  In  the 
lieat  of  boiling  water,  it  fuffers  no  diffipation  :  nor  does  it  liquefy 
like  refins  ;  but  continues  unchanged,  till  the  heat  is  fo  far  increafed 
as  to  fcorch  or  turn  it  to  a  coal. 

Bv  a  little  quantity  of  water,  it  is  foftened  into  a  vifcous  adhefive 
mafs,  called  mucilage  :  by  a  larger  quantity  it  is  diifolved  into  a  fluid, 
which  proves  more  or  lefs  glutinous,  according  to  the  proportion  of 
gum.  It  does  not  difTolve  in  vinous  fpirits,  or  in  any  kind  of  oil : 
nevertlielefs,  when  foftened  with  water  into  a  mucilage,  it  is  eafily 
mifcible  both  with  the  fluid  oils  and  with  refins,  which,  by  thefe 
means,  become  foluble  in  watery  liquors,  along' with  the  gum,  and 
are  thus  excellently  fitted  for  medicinal  purpofes. 

This  elegant  method  of  uniting  oils  with  aqueous  liquprs,  former- 
ly kept  a  fecret  in  few  hands,  is  now  univerfally  known ;  and  a  variety 
of  experiments  is  related  in  the  firll:  volume  of  the  London  Medical 
Obfervations,  of  rendering  oils,  both  effential  and  expreflTed,  and  dif- 
ferent undluous  and  relinous  bodies,  foluble  in  water  by  the  media- 
tion of  gum.  Mucilages  have  alfo  been  ufed  for  iufpending  crude 
mercury  arid  fome  other  ponderous  and  indiflbiuble  fubfliances ;  tlie 
mercury  is,  by  this  means,  not  a  little  divided;  but  it  is  found  that 
the  particles  are  apt  to  run  together  or  fubfide,  if  a  pretty  conftant 
agitation  be  not  kept  up. 

As  oily,  and  rehnous  fubfl;ances  are  tlius  united  to  water  by  tlie 
means  of  gum,  fo  gums  may  in  like  manner  b.e  united  to  fpirit  of 
wine  by  the  intervention  of  rcfms  and  cflTential  oils  ;  though  the 
fpirit  docs  not  take  up  near  fo  much  of  the  gum,  as  water  does  of  the 
oil  or  refin. 

Acid  liquors,  though  they  thicken  pure  oils  or  render  them  con- 
fjflcnt,  do  not  impede  the  diffolution  of  gum,  or  of  oils  blended  with 
gum.  Alkaline  (alts,  on  the  contrary,  both  flxt  and  volatile,  though 
tncy  render  pure  oils  diflblublc  in  water,  prevent  the  foluiion  of  gum, 
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and  mixtures  of  gum  and  oil.  If  any  pure  gum  be  dilTolved  in 
water,  tlie  addition  ot  any  alkali  will  occafion  the  gum  to  feparate, 
i-nd  fall  to  the  bottom  in  a  confiftcnt  form  :  if  any  oily  or  refmous 
body  was  previoufly  IJended  with  the  gum,  this  alfo  feparaies,  and 
eitlier  links  to  the  bottom,  or  rifes  to  the  top,  according  to  its  gravity. 

9.  Gum-rcjin. 

By  gurn-refm  is  underfiood  a  mixture  of  gum  and  rcfin.  Many 
'vegetables  contain  mixtures  of  this  kind,  in  whicii  tiiC  component 
parts  are  fo  intimately  united,  with  the  interpofition  perhaps  of  fome 
other  matter,  that  the  compound,  in  a  pharmaceutical  view,  may  be 
confidered  as  a  diRin£l  kind  of  principle  ;  the  whole  mafs  diffolving 
almoft  equally  in  aqueous  and  in  fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  the  folu- 
tions  being  not  turbid  or  milky,  like  thofe  of  the  groffcr  mixtures  of 
gum  and  refm,  but  perfedly  tranfparent.  Such  is  tiic  aftiirgent  mat- 
ter of  bitlort  root,  and  the  bitter  matter  of  gentian.  It  vyere  to  be 
wirticd  that  we  had  fome  particular  name  for  this  kind  of  matter;  as 
the  term  gura-i  efin  is  appropriated  10  the  groffer  mixtures,  in  which 
the  gummy  and  refinous  parts  are  but  loofely  joined,  and  cafily  fe- 
parable  from  one  another.  ^ 

As  the  effcdts  of  meditiiies  generally  depend  upon  their  folubility 
in  the  rtomach,  it  is  often  neceffarv  to  bring  their  infoluble  parts, 
hich  as  rcfinous  oily  matters,  into  the  Rate  of  gum  refin ;  this  is  done 
by  the  mediation  of  mucilage  (Seethe  article  above).: — Hence  thefe 
matters  become  more  foluble  in  tlie  flomach  ;  and  the  liquor  thus 
prepared  is  called  an  emulfion,  from  its  whitiih  colour  refembling 
milk. 

10.  Sal'mc  Matter. 

Of  the  fallne  juices  of  vegetables  there  are  difFerent  kinds,  which 
have  hitherto  been  but  little  examined  :  the  fweet  and  acid  ones  are 
die  moft  pleniiliil,  and  thofe  which  are  the  beft  known. 

Theje  have  lately,  however,  been  difcovered  a  confiderable  variety 
of  falts  in  ditTeient  vegetables.  The  mild  fixed  alkali,  has  been  ob- 
tained from  almoffc  all  plants  by  macerating  them  in  acids  ;  the 
vegetable  alkali  is  the  moft  common,  but  the  mineral  alkali  is  alfo 
found  in  the"  marine  plants.  Belides  the  fixed  alkali,  feveral  other 
falts  have  been  dcte6ted  in  different  vegetables  —  fuch  as  vitriolat- 
cd  tartar,  common  fait,  Glauber's  fait,  nitre,  febrifuge  fait,  and  fe- 
lenite.  From  fome  experiments  too,  the  volatile  alkali  has  been  fup- 
pofcd  to  exill  ready  formed  in  many  plants  of  the  cruciform  or  tetradyr 
namia  tribe. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  underHood,  that  though  fome  of  thefe  falts 
are  real!-.'  products  of  vegetation,  others  of  them  are  not  unfrequent- 
Jv  adventitious,  being  imbibed  from  tlie  foil  without  any  change  pro- 
duced by  the  fundions  of  the  vegetable. 
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Thefe  juices  of  vegetables,  expofcd  to  heat  equal  to  that  of  boilihg 
water,  lutfer  generally  uo  other  change  than  the  evaporation  of  ihcir 
watery  moifture;  the  laline  matter  remaining  behind,  along  with 
fuch  of  the  other  hxed  parts  as  were  blended  with  it  in  the  juice. 
Froiii  :nany  plants,  after  the  exhalation  of  great  part  of  the  water, 
tlve  faline  matter  gradually  feparales  in  keeping,  and  concretes  into 
little  folid  maffes,  leaving  the  other  fubftances  diffolved  or  in  a  moid 
ftate:  frcn  others,  no  means  have  yet  been  found  of  obtaining  a 
pure  concrete  lalt. 

The  fweet  and  four  falts  are  thofe  peculiarly  native  and  effentiai 
to  vegetables.  Thefe  two  are  frequently  blended  together  in  the 
fame  vegetable,  and  fomecimes  pais  into  each  other  at  dilFerent  ages 
of  the  plant.  Of  the  four  plants  feveral  kinds  are  known  in  pharma- 
cy, and  in  the  arts — fuch  as  thole  of  forrel,  lemons,  oranges,  citrons, 
&c.  The  facciiarine  falts  are  alfo  obtained  from  a  great  number  of 
vegetables  ;  they  may  be  generally  difcovered  by  their  fweet  tafte  ; 
but  the  fugar-cane  is  the  vegetable  from  which  this  faline  rnatter  is 
procured  in  the  greatefb  quantity,  and  with  mofi:  profit  in  com- 
merce. 

Thefe  falts  diflblve,  not  only  in  water  like  other  faline  bodies,  but 
many  of  them,  particularly  the  fweet,  in  redlified  fpirit  alfo.  The 
grofs  oily  and  gummy  matter,  with  which  they  are  almoft  always 
accompanied  in  the  fubjeil,  diffolves  freely  along  with  them  in  wa- 
ter, but  is  bv  fpirit  in  great  meafure  left  behind.  Such  heterogene- 
ous matters,  as  the  fpirit  takes  up,  are  almoft  completely  retained  by 
it,  while  the  fait  concretes ;  but  of  thofe,  which  water  takes  up,  a 
confiderable  part  always  adheres  to  the  fait.  Hence  effentiai  falts, 
as  they  are  called,  prepared  in  the  common  manner  from  the  watery 
juices  of  vegetables,  are  always  found  to  partake  largely  of  the 
other  foluble  principles  of  the  fubjedl ;  whilft  thofe  exlrafted  by 
fpirit  of  wine  prove  far  more  pure.  By  means  of  redlified  fpirit, 
fome  produdlions  of  this  kind  may  be  expellently  freed  from  their 
impurities  ;  and  perfeft  faccharine  concretions  obtained  from  many 
of  our  indigenous  fweets. 

There  is  another  kind  of  faline  matter,  obtained  from  fome  re- 
fmous  bodies,  particularly  from  benzoin,  of  a  different  nature  from 
the  foregoing,  and  fuppofed  by  fome  of  the  chemifts  to  be  a  part  of 
the  effentiai  oil  of  the  refm,  coagulated  by  an  acid,  with  the  acid 
more  predominant,  or  more  difengaged,  than  in  the  other  kinds  of 
coagulated  or  indurated  oils.  Thefe  concretes  diffolvc  both  in  wa- 
ter and  in  vinous  fpirits,  though  difficultly  and  fparingly  in  both  : 
they  fhew  fome  marks  of  acidity,  have  a  confiderable  fliare  of  fmell 
like  that  of  the  refio  from  which  they  are  obtained,  exhale  in  a  heat 
equal  to  that  of  boiling  water  or  a  little  greater,  and  prove  inflam- 
mable in  the  fire. 

II.  Far'ifia,  or  Flour. 


Tun  fubftancc  partakes  of  the  nature  of  gum,  but  has  more 
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taffe,  Is  more  fcrmcncable,  and  much  more  nutritive.  It  abounds  m  ' 
very  many  vegetables,  and  is  generally  depolued  in  certain  parts, 
feemingly  tor  the  piirpofe  of  its  being  more  advantageoufly  accom- 
modatfil  to  their  nourilhmcnt  and  growth.  Several  of  the  bulbous 
and  other  roots,  fuch  as  thofc  of  potatoes,  bryony,  thofe  from  which 
caflava  is  extraClcd.  falcp,  and  many  others,  contain  a  great  quantity 
ot  white  fa^culse  jefcmbling  and  really  poffcfiing.  the  projicrtics  of 
farina.  The  plants  of  the  leguminous  tribes,  fuch  as  peas  and 
beans,  are  found  ahb  to  abound  with  this  matter  ;  but  grains  contaio 
the  largcft  quantity,  which  are  therefore  called  farinaceous.  Of 
ihis  kind  are  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  rice,  and  other  fimilar  plants. 

The  farina  is  compofed  of  three  parts,  of  a  glutinous  or  vegeto- 
aiiimal  part — amylum  or  ftarch  —  and  a  mucous  matter.  Wheat 
aiFords  the  farina  in  the  greatcfl:  quantity,  and  in  its  moft  perfect 
flate  ;  and  hence  is  confidered  as  the  mofl  nutritious. 


12.  The  Colofirlng  Matter  of  Vegclahhs. 

ThIsS  fecms  to  be  of  an  intermediate  nature  between  the  gummv 
and  refinous  parts.  It  is  in  many  plants  equally  well  extrafled  by- 
water  and  by  redifiied  fpirits  ;  it  is  alfo  procurable  in  the  form  of  a 
Jake, "not  at  all  folublc  in  cither  of  thefe  menftrua.  However,  it  is 
not  neccflfary  to  fay  more  on  this  fubjedl,  as  it  has  little  to  do  with 
pharmacy,  it  is  appropriated  more  to  the  dyers  ufe. 

General  Obfervatiom  an  the  foregoing  Principles. 

1.  Essential  oils,  as  already  obferved,  are  obtainable  only  from 
a  few  vegetables,  and  camphor  from  a  much  fmaller  number  :  but 
grofs  oil,  reHn,  gum,  and  faiine  matter,  appear  to  be  common,  in 
greater  or  lefs  proportion,  to  all  ;  fome ,  abounding  more  widi  one, 
and  others  with  another. 

2.  The  feveral  principles  are  in  many  cafes  intimately  combined; 
fo  as  to  bt  extracted  together  from  the  fubjeft,  by  thofe  dilfolvents, 
in  which  fome  of  them,  feparaceiy,  could  not  be  diflblved.  Hence 
watery  infufions  and  fpirituous  cindures  of  a  plant  contain  more 
fubflances  than  thofe  of  which  water  or  fpirit  is  the  proper  dif- 
folvent. 

3.  After  a  plant  has  been  fufficiently  infufed  in  water,  all  that 
fpirit  estra£ls  from  the  refiduum  may  be  locked  upon  as  confi fling 
wholly  of  fuch  matter  as  diredtly  belongs  to  the  action  of  fpirit. 
And  on  the  contrary,  when  fpirit  is  applied  firft,  all  that  water  ex^ 
tradt*  af^rwards  may  be  looked  upon  as  confiding  only  of  that  mat- 
ter of  which  water  is  tlie  dirc6t  diflblvcnt. 

4.  If  a  vegetable  fubftance,  containing  all  the  principles  we  have 
been  fpeaking  of,  be  boiled  in  water,  the  eflential  oil,  whether  fluid 
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or  concrete,  and  the  camphor,  and  volatile  eflential  fait,  will  gradu- 
allv  exhale  with  the  (learn  of  the  water,  and  may.  he  colleited  by  re- 
ceiving the  fteam  in  proper  vefTels,  placed  beyond  the  action  of  the 
hear.  The  other  principles  not  being  volatile  in  this  degree  of  heat, 
remain  behind  :  the  grols  oil  and  febaceous  matter  float  on  the  top  : 
the  gummy  and  faline  fubftance,  and  a  part  of  the  rcfin,  are  diffolved 
by  the  water,  and  may  be  obtained  in  a  folid  form  by  draining  the 
liquor,  and  expoling  it  to  a  gentle  heat  till  the  water  has  exhaled. 
The  reft  of  the  refin,  ftill  retained  by  the  fubje6l,  may  be  extra<£led 
by  fpirit  of  wine,  and  feparated  in  its  proper  form,  by  exhaling  the 
fpirit.  On  theie  foundations,  moft  of  the  fubftances  contained  in  ve- 
getables mav  be  extradled,  and  obtained  in  a  pute  ftate,  however  they 
may  be  compounded  together  in  the  fubjeil; 

5.  Sometimes  one  or  more  of  the  principles  is  found  naturally  dif- 
engaged  from  the  others,  lying  in  diftinct  receptacles  within  the  fub- 
ject,  or  extravafated  and  accumulated  on  the  furface;  Thus,  in  the 
dried  roots  of  angelica,  cut  longitudinally,  the  microfcope  difcovers 
veins  of  relin.  In  the  flower-cups  of  hypericum,  and  the  leaves  of 
the  orange-tree,  tranfparent  points  are  diftinguiflaed  by  the  naked 
eye,  which,  on  the  firlt  view,  feem  to  be  holes,  but,  on  a  clofer  ex- 
amination, are  found  to  be  little  veficles  filled  with  cffential  oil.  In 
the  baik  of  the  fir,  pinej  larch,  and  fome  other  trees,  the  oily  recep- 
tacles are  extremely  numerous,  and  fo  copioufly  fupplied  with  the 
oily  and  reflnous  fluid,  that  they  frequently  burft,  efpecially  in  the 
warm  climates,  and  difcharge  their  contents  in  great  quantities. 
The  acacia  tree  in  Egypt,  and  the  pltim  and  cherry  among  ourfelves, 
yield  almoft  pure  gurarny  exudations.  From  a  fpecies  of  -dih  is  fe- 
treted  the  faline  fweet  fubftance,  manna ;  and  the  only  kind  of 
fugar  with  wl)ich  the  ancients  were  acquainted,  appears  to  have  been 
a  natural  exudation  from  the  cane. 

6.  The  foregoing  principles  are,  fo  far  as  is  known,  all  that  na- 
turally exift  in  vegetables  j  and  all  that  art  can  extradt  from  them, 
"vvithout  fuch  operations  as  change  their  nature,  and  deflroy  their 
original  qualities.  In  one  or  more  of  thefe  principles,  the  colour, 
fmell,  tafte,  and  medicinal  virtues  of  the  fubjedl;,  are  almoft  always 
found  concentrated, 

7.  In  fome  vegetables,  the  whole  medicinal  adlivity  refides  in  one 
principle.  Thus,  in  fweet  almonds,  the  only  medicinal  principle  is 
a  grofs  oil;  in  horfc-radifh  root,  an  eflential  oil;  in  jalap  root,  a 
rcfm  ;  in  marftimallow  root,  a  gum  ;  in  the  leaves  of  forrel,  a  faline 
acid  fubftance. 

8.  Others  fiave  one  kind  of  virtue  refiding  in  one  principle,  and 
another  in  another.  Thus  Peruvian  bark  has  an  aftringent  lehu, 
and  a  bitter  gum;  wormwood,  a  ftrong  flavoured  effential  oil,  and 
a  bitter  gum-rdin.  , 

<).  Tlic  grofs  infipid  oils  and  febaceous  matters,  the  Ample  infipid 
gums,  and  the  fweet  and  acid  faline  fubftances,  appear  to  agree, 
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both  in  their  medicinal  qualities,  as  well  as  in  their  pharmaceutic 
properties. 

10.  But  eflcntial  oils,  rcfins,  and  gum-refins,  difPer  greatly  in  dif- 
ferent fubjcdts.  As  effential  oils  arc  univerfally  the  principle  of  odour 
in  vegetables,  it  is  obvious  that  they  mufl:  differ  in  this  rcfpe£l,  as  much 
as  the  fubjeiEls  from  which  they  are  obtained.  Rcfms  frequently 
partake  of  the  oil,  and  confequently  of  the  differences  depending 
thereon  ;  with  this  further  diverfity,  that  the  grofs  rcfinous  part  of- 
ten contains  other  powers  than  thofe  which  refide  in  oils.  Thus 
from  wormwood,  a  refm  may  be  prepared,  containing  not  only  the 
flrong  fmell  and  flavour,  but  likewife  the  whole  bitternefs  of  the 
herb;  from  which  lafl  quality  the  oil  is  entirely  free.  The  bitter, 
aftringent,  purgative,  and  emetic  virtues  of  vegetables  refide  generally 

'  in  different  forts  of  refmous  matter,  either  pure,  or  blended  with 
gumm.y  and  faline  parts;  of  which  kind  of  combinations,  there  are 
many  fo  intimate,  that  the  component  parts  can  fcarcely  be  feparat- 
ed  from  one  another,  the  whole  compound  diffolving  almofl:  equally 
in  aqueous  and  fpirituous  menflrua. 

11.  There  are  fome  fubflances  alfo,  which,  from  their  being  to- 
tally difToluble  in  water,  and  not  at  all  in  fpirit,  may  be  judged  to  be 
mere  gums;  but  which,  neverthelefs,  pofTefs  virtues  never  to  be 
found  in  the  fimple  gums.  Such  are  the  aftringent  gum  called  aca* 
cia,  and  the  purgative  gum  extracted  from  aloes. 

12.  It  is  fuppofed  that  vegetables  contain  certain  fubtile  principles 
or  prefiding  fpirits,  different  in  different  plants,  of  too  great  tenuity 
to  be  colleiSled  in  their  pure  flace,  and  of  which  oils,  gums,  and  re- 
fms  are  only  the  matrices  or  vehicles.  This  enquiry  is  foreign  to 
the  purpofes  of  pharmacy,  which  is  concerned  only  about  groffer 
and  more  fenfible  objedts.  When  we  obtain  from  an  odoriferous 
plant  an  effential  oil,  containing  in  a  fmall  compafs  the  whole  fra- 
grance of  a  large  quantity  of  the  fubje^b,  our  intentions  are  equally 
anfwered,  whether  the  fubftance  of  the  oil  be  the  diretSt  odorous 
matter,  or  whether  it  have  diffufed  through  it  a  fragrant  principle 
more  fubtile  than  itfelf  And,  when  this  oil,  in  long  keeping,  lofes 
its  odour,  and  becomes  a  refm,  it  is  equal  in'  regard  to  ths  prefent 
confiderations,  whether  the  effecSt  happen  from  the  avolation  of  a 
fubtile  principle,  or  from  a  change  produced  in  the  fubftance  of  th^ 
Qil  itfelf. 

SECT.  II. 

ANIMALS. 

In  animal  bodies  we  find  certain  fubflances,  which  have  a  great 
refemblance,  in  their  geneia  pioperties,  to  thofe  of  the  veget.tble 
kingdom. 
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Animal  oils  and  fats,  like  the  grofs  oils  of  vegetables,  are  not,  of 
theinlelves,  diffoluble  either  in  water  or  vinous  fpirits  ;  but  tliey  may- 
be united  with  water,  by  the  intervention  of  gum  or  mucilage ;  and 
nioft  of  them  may  be  changed  into  foap,  and  thus  rendered  mifcible 
with  fpirit,  as  well  as  water,  by  fi.xt  alkaline  falts. 

The  odorous  matter  of  fome  odoriferous  animal  fubftances,  as 
raulk,  civet,  caftor,  is,  like  cffential  oil,  folublein  fpirit  of  wine,  and 
volatile  in  the  heat  of  boiling  water.  Cartheufer  relates  that  from 
caftor  an  adtual  effential  oil  has  been  obtained,  in  a  very  fmall  quan- 
tity, but  of  an  exceedingly  ftrong  diffufive  fmell. 

The  veficating  matter  of  cantharides,  and  thofe  parts  of  fundrj-- 
animal  fubftances,  in  which  their  peculiar  taftes  refide,  are  diffolved. 
by  redlified  fpirit,  and  feem  to  have  fome  analogy  with  refins  and 
gummy  refms. 

The  gelatinous  principle  of  animals,  like  the  gum  of  vegetables, 
diffolves  in  water,  but  not  in  fpirit  or  in  oils :  like  gums  alfo,  it  ren- 
ders oils  and  fats  mifcible  with  water  into  a  milky  liquor. 

Some  infedls,  particularly  the  ant,  are  found  to  contain  an  acid 
juice,  which  approaches  nearly  to  the  nature  of  vegetable  acids. 

There  are,  however,  fundry  animal  juices,  which  differ  greatly, 
even  in  thefe  general  kinds  of  properties,  from  the  correfponding  ones 
of  vegetables.  Thus  animal  ferum,  which  appears  analogous  to  ve- 
getable gummy  juices,  has  this  remarkable  difference,  that  though  it 
mingle  uniformly  with  cold  or  wa,rm  water,  yet,  on  confiderably 
heating  the  mixture,  the  animal  matter  feparates  from  the  watery 
fluid,  and  concretes  into  a  folid  mafs.  Some  have  been  apprehenfive, 
that  the  heat  of  the  body,  in  fome  diftempers,  might  rife  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  produce  this  dangerous  or  mortal  concretion  of  the  fe- 
rous  humours  :  but  the  heat  requifite  for  this  effect:  is  greater  than  the 
human  body  appears  capable  of  fuftaining  ;  being  nearly  about  the 
middle  point  between  the  greateft  human  heat  commonly  obferved, 
and  that  of  boiling  water. 

The  foft  and  fluid  parts  of  animals  are  ftrongly  difpofed  to  run 
into  putrefadtion  :  they  putrefy  much  fooner  than  vegetable  matters, 
and,  when  corrupted,  prove  more  offenfive. 

This  procefs  takes  place,  in  fome  degree,  in  the  bodies  of  living 
animals,  as  often  as  the  juices  ftagnate  long,  or  are  prevented,  by 
an  obftruflion  of  the  natural  emundories,  from  throwing  off  theiV 
more  volatile  and  corruptible  parts. 

The  doctrine  of  putrefa£lion,  both  in  living  and  in  dead  animals, 
has  received  great  light  from  the  curious  and  interefting  experiments 
and  obfervaiions  of  Dr.  Pringle.  He  obferves,  that  if  the  corrup- 
tion be  great  and  fuddcn,  a  fever  or  a  flux  enfues  ;  but  that  if  the  ac- 
cumulation of  corrupted  matter  be  foflow,  that  the  body  becomes  ha- 
bituated to  the  putrefadion,  a  fcurvy  prevails.  Hence  the  frequen- 
cy of  this  Jaft  diftemper,  in  long  voyages,  on  board  unventilated  Ihips, 
IroiH  corrupted  air  and  provifionsj  in  mavihy  coumiies,  fron;i  limi,. 
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lar  caufes  ;  and,  in  a  lefs  degree,  in  all  northern  climates,  in  moift  fi- 
tuations,  from  a  want  of  due  pKrlpiratiou. 

During  putrefatflion,  a  quanliiy  of  air  is  generated ;  all  the  hu- 
m®u.s  become  gradually  thinner,  and  the  librous  parts  more  lax  and 
tender.  Hence,  the  tympany,  which  fiu  cccds  rhc-  c(jrrui)lion  of  any 
of  the  vifcera,  or  tJie  impriulent  fupprcfUon  of  dyfcnterics  by  aflrin- 
gents  ;  and  the  weaknefs  and  laxity  of  the  velfels  obfervable  in  fcur- 
vies,  &c. 

The  craflamentum  of  human  blood  changes  by  putrefaflion  into 
a  dark,  livid-coloured  liquor ;  a  few  drops  of  which  tinge  the  fei  um 
of  a  tawny  hue  ;  like  that  of  the  ichor  of  fores  and  dyfenteric  flux- 
es, and  of  the  white  of  the  eye,  the  faliva,  the  forum  of  blood 
drawn  from  a  vein,  and  that  which  oozes  from  a  blifler,  in  deej» 
fcurvies,  and  tlie  advanced  (late  of  malignant  fevers. 

The  putrid  crafTamentom  changes  a  Large  quantity  of  recent 
urine  to  a  flame-coloured  water,,  fo  common  in  fevers  and  in  tlie 
fcurvy.  This  mixture,  after  flanding  an  hour  or  two,  gathers  a 
cloud,  refembling  what  is  feen  in  the  crude  water  of  ac^ite  diflem- 
pers  ;  with  fome  oily  matter  on  the  furface,  like  the  fcum  which 
floats  on  fcorbutic  urine. 

The  ferum  of  blood  depofits,  in  putrefadion,  a  fediment  refem- 
bling well-digefted  pus,  and  changes  to  a  faint  olive  green.  A 
ferum,  fo  far  putrefied  as  to  become  green,  is  perhaps  never  to  be 
feen  in  the  veffels  of  living  animals:  but  in  dead  bodies  this  ferum 
is  to  be  difl:ingui filed  by  the  green  colour  which  the  fiefh  acquires 
in  corrupting.  In  faked  meats,  this  is  commonly  afcribed  to  the 
brine,  but  erroneoufly  ;  for  that  has  no  power  of  giving  this  colour, 
but  only  of  qualifying  the  tafte,  and  in  fome  degree  the  ill  efl^edts  of 
corrupted  aliments.  In  foul  ulcers,  and  other  lores,  where  the  fe- 
rum is  left  to  ftagnate  long,  the  matter  is  like\Vife  found  of  this  co- 
lour, and  is  tlien  always  acrimonious. 

The  putrefadlion  of  animal  fubflances  is  prevented  or  retarded  by 
all  faline  matters,  even  by  the  fixt  and  volatile  alkaline  falts,  which 
have  generally  been  fuppofed  to  produce  a  contrary  effett.  Of  all 
the  falts  that  have  been  made  trial  of,  fea  fait  feems  to  refill  putre- 
faftion  the  leaft  :  in  fmall  quantities,  it  even  accelerates  the  procefs. 
The  vegetable  bitters,  as  chamomile  flowers,  are  much  ftronger  an- 
tifeptics,  not  only  preferving  fleih  long  uncorrupted,  but  likewifc 
fomewhat  corrediing  it  when  putrid  :  the  mineral  acids  have  this 
laft  efFe<Sl  in  a  more  remarkable  degree.  Vinous  fpirits,  aromatic 
and  warm  fubftances,  mofl:  of  the  diaphoretic  drugs,  and  the  acrid 
plants,  falfely  dalled  alkalefcent,  as  fcurvy-grafs  and  horfe-radiih, 
are  alfo  found  to  refill  putrefaftion.  Sugar  and  camphor  are  found 
to  be  powerfid  antifeptics.  Fixed  air,  or  aerial  acid,  is  likewife 
thought  to  refill  putrefa£lion  ;  but,  above  all,  the  vapours  of  nitrous 
acid  in  the  form  of  air,  the  nitrous  air  of  Dr.  Prieftlcy,  is  fouiul  to 
be  the  mod  efFeftual  in  preferving  animal  bodies  from  corruption.-- 
The  lift  of  feptics,  or  of  tlie  fubftauces  that  promote  putrefaction,  is 
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•verv  (hort ;  and  fuch  a  property  has  only  been  difcovered  hi  calca- 
rcoas  earths,  and  maguclia,  ancl  a  very  few  falts  whofc  bales  arc  of 
thefe  earths. 

It  is  ohfervable,  that,  notwith-ftauding  the  flrong  tendency  of  ani- 
mal matters  to  putrefa^^^ion,  yet  broths  made  from  them  with  the  ad- 
mixture of  vegetables,  Jnftead  of  putrefying,  turn  four.  Dr.  Pringle 
iinds,  that  when  animal  ilefh  in  fubftance  is  beaten  up  with  bread, 
or  other  farinaceous  vegetables,  and  a  proper  q,uantity  ot  water,  into 
the  confirtence  of  a  pap,  this  mixture  likewife,  kept  in  a  hear  equal 
to  that  of  the  human  body,  grows  in  a  little  time  four  ;  while  the 
.vegetable  matters,  without  the  ilefh,  futEer  no  fuch  change.  (See 
,the  Appendix  to  Dr.  Pringle^s  Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the 
Army.) 

Akim  a;l  fnbflances,  burnt  in  the  open  air,  are  refolved,  like  vege- 
tables, into  foot  and  aflies,  but  with  this  difierenc.e,  that  no  tixt  alkaline 
fait  can  be  obtained  from  the  afhes,  and  that  no  acid  vapour  accompa- 
nies the  fmoke.  They  emit,  durjng  the  burning,  a  fetid  fmell,  of  a 
pecuhar  kind,  by  which  animal  fuLiftances  may  be  diftiuguifhed  at 
once  from  5.II  thofe  of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  In  clofe  veffels,  they 
^ive  over,  after  the  watery  moifture,  a  volatile  alkaline  fait,  which 
either  concretes  into  a  foUd  forru,  or  diflblves  in  the  v/ater,  aqdthus 
compofes  what  is  cajled  fpirit ;  together  with  an  empyreumatic  oil, 
,of  a  more  fetid  kind  than  the  oils  of  vegetables :  without  the  leafb 
footftep  of  acid  throughout  the  whole  pfocefs.  A  black  coal  ^e- 
jnains,  which,  in  the  open  air,  burns  into  white  aflacs  void  of  faJiije 
jnatter. 

It  was  obfer.yed  in  the  preceding  feiSion,  that  fome  few  vegetables, 
in  this  refoimion  ot  them  by  fire,  difcova'  fome  agreement,  in  their 
matter,  with  bodies  of  the  animal  kingdom  ;  yielding  a  volatile  al- 
kaline fait  in  confiderable  quantity,  with  httle  or  nothing  of  the  acid 
or  fixt  alkali,  which  the  generalily  of  vegetables  afford.  In  ^niiijal 
fubftances  alfo  there  ^e  fome  exception^  to  the  general  analyfis : 
from  animal  fats,  inftead  of  a  volatile  alkali,  an  acid  liquor  is  ob- 
^'ained,  and  their  empyreuraatic  oil  wants  the  peculiar  ofrenfivenefs 
of  the  other  animal  oils.  ■'" 
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Oils  and  Bitumens. 


IN  the  mineral  kingdom  is  found  a  fluid  oil,  called  naphtha  or  pe- 
troleum, floating  on  tiie  furfacc  of  waters,  or  iffuing  from  clefts  of 
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rocks,  particularly  in  the  eafteni  countries,  of  a  ftrong  fmcll,  very 
ditTerenl-  from  that  of  vegetable  or  animal  oils,  limpid  almoft  as  wa- 
ter, highly  inflammable,  not  folublc  in  fpivit  of  wine,  and  more 
averfe  to  union  with  water  than  any  other  oils. 

There  are  different  forts  of  thefe  mineral  oils,  more  or  lefs  tinged, 
and  of  a  more  or  lefs  agreeable,  and  a  flronger  or  weaker  fmell.  By 
the  admixture  of  concentrated  acids,  which  raife  no  great  heat  or 
confli6t  with  them,  they  become  thick,  and  at  length  confiftent; 
and,  in  thefe  ftages,  are  called  bitumens. 

Thefe  thickened  or  concreted  oils,  like  the  correfponding  products 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  are  generally  foluble  in  fpirit  of  wine,  but 
much  naore  difficultly,  more  fparingly,  and  for  the  mod:  part  only 
partially  :  they  liquefy  by  heat,  but  require  the  heat  to  be  confider- 
ably  ftrongcr.  In  a  proper  degree  of  heat,  they  give  out  a  fluid  oil, 
greatly  refembling  the  native  petrolea  ;  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  black 
coaly  matter  remaining  behind.  Their  fmells  are  various  ;  but  all 
of  them,  either  in  their  natural  flate,  or  when  melted,  or  fet  on  fire, 
yield  a  peculiar  kind  ot  flrong  fcent,  called,  from  them,  bkumimus. 

The  folid  bitumens  are  amber, — jet,  —  afphaltum,  or  bitumen  of 
Judea, — and  foffil  or  pit-coal.  —  Thefe,  when  diflilled,  give  out  an 
odorous  phlegm,  or  water,  more  or  lefs  coloured  and  faline  ;  an 
acid,  frequently  in  a  concrste  ftate ;  an  oil,  at  firft  refembling  the 
native  petrolea,  but  foon  becoming  heavier  and  thicker,  and  laftly, 
a  quantity  of  volatile  alkali  is  obtained  ;  the  refiduum  is  a  charry 
rnattcr,  difi^ering  in  its  appearances  according  to  the  nature  pf  the 
bitumen  which  had  been  analyfed. 

Earths. 

The  little  impropriety  of  joining  the  vegetable  and  animal  earths  to 
the  mineral,  muft  he  overlooked  for  the  fake  of  bringing  both  under 
one  fynoptical  view.  Under  the  mineral  earths  are  included  ftones, 
thefe  being  no  other  than  earths  in  an  indurated  ftate. — The  different 
kinds  of  thefe  bodies  hitherto  taken  notice  of,  are  the  following: 

I.  Earths  foluble  in  the  nitrous,  marine,  ami  vegetable  acids,  but  not 
at  all  or  exceedingly  fparjngly  in  the  vitriolic  acid.  If' hen  previcujly 
dilj'olved  in  other  acids,  they  are  precipitated  by  the  addition  of  this 
lafl,  which  thus  unites  with  them  into  infipid,  or  nearly  infpid  con- 
cretes, not  diffoluble  in  any  liquor.    Of  this  kind  are, 

I.  The  inineral  calcareous  earth:  difiinguificd  by  its  being  con^ 
vertible,  in  a  flrong  fire,  without  addition,  into  an  acrimonious  calx, 
called  quicklime.  This  earth  occurs  in  a  variety  of  forms  in  the  mi- 
neral kingdom.  The  fine  foft  chalk,  the  coarfer  limeftones,  the 
hard  marbles,  the  tranfparent  fpars,  the  earthy  matter  contained  ni 
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waters,  and  which,  feparating  from  them,  iiicruftates  the  fides  of 
caverns,  or  hangs  in  icicles  from  the  top,  receiving  from  its  duTc- 
rcnt  appearances  ditferent  appellations — how  ftrongly  foever  fomc  of 
thefe  bodies  have  been  recommended  for  particular  medicinal  pur- 
pofes, — are  at  bottom  no  other  than  different  forms  of  this  calcareous 
earth,  fimple  pulverization  depriving  them  of  the  fuperficial  cha- 
raders  by  which  they  were  diftinguilhed  in  the  mafs.  Moll:  of  them 
contain  generally  a  greater  orlefs  admixture  of  fome  of  the  indiflb- 
luble  kinds  of  earth  ;  which,  however,  affedls  their  medicinal  quali- 
ties no  otherwife,  than  by  the  addition  which  it  makes  to  their  bulk. 
Chalk  appears  to  be  one  of  the  purefi:,  and  is  therefore  in  general 
preferred.  Thev  all  burn  into  a  flrong  quicklime  :  in  this  ftate,  a 
part  of  them  dliTolves  in  water,  which  thus  becomes  impregnated 
^vith  the  aftringent  and  lilhontripfic  powers  that  have  been  errone- 
ouily  afcribed  to  fome  of  the  earths  in  their  natural  ftate. 

During  the  calcination  of  calcareous  earth,  a  large  quantity  of 
elaftic  vapours  is  difcharged  :  the  abfence  of  this  fluid  renders  it 
cauflic,  and  foluble  in  water  in  the  form  of  lime  water. 

2.  The  animal  calcareous  earth  :  burning  into  quicklime,  like  the 
mineral.  Of  this  kind  are  oyfler  fhells,  and  all  the  marine  (hells 
that  have  been  examined ;  though  with  fome  variation  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  quicklime  produced  from  them. 

3.  The  earth  of  bones  and  horns  :  not  at  alt  burning  into  quick- 
lime. This  kind  of  earth  is  more  difficult  of  folution  in  acids  than 
eitlier  of  the  preceding.  It  is  accompanied  in  the  fubjedls  with  a 
quantity  of  gelatinous  matter,  which  may  be  feparated  by  long  boil- 
ing in  water,  and  more  perfectly  by  burning  in  the  open  air :  the 
earth  may  be  extradled  alfo  from  the  bone  or  horn,  though  diffi- 
cultly, by  means  of  acids  ;  whereas  vegetables,  and  the  foft  parts  of 
animals,  yield  their  pure  earth  by  burning  only. 

II.  Earths  foluble  with  eafe  In  the  vitriolic  as  well  as  other  acids  ; 
and  yielding,  in  all  their  combinations  therevjlth^  fallne  concretes 
joluhle  In  water. 

1.  Magnefia  alba  :  compojing  with  the  vitriolic  acid  a  bitter  pur- 
gative liquor.  This  earth  has  not  yet  been  found  naturally  in  a  pure 
ftate.  It  is  obtained  from  the  purging  mineral  waters  and  their  falts, 
from  the  bitter  liquor  which  remains  after  the  cryflailization  of  fca 
fait  from  fea  water,  and  from  the  fluid  which  remains  uncryfialiized 
in  the  putrefaction  of  fome  forts  of  rough  nitre.  The  alhes  of  ve- 
getables appear  to  be  nearly  the  fame  kind  of  earth. 

2.  Aluminous  earth  :  compojing  with  the  vitriolic  acid  a  very 
ajirlngent  liquor.  This  earth  alfo  has  not  been  found  naturally 
pure.  It  is  obtained  from  alum,  which  is  no  other  than  a  combi.. 
nation  of  it  with  the  vitriolic  acid  :  it  may  likewife  be  c.Ktraded,  by 
ftrong  boiling  in  that  acid,  from  clays  and  boJes. 
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III.  Earths  .which  by  digejiion  in  acids,  either  in  the  cold  or  in  a  mo-: 
derate  warmth,  are  not  at  all  dijfolved. 

t.  Argillaceous  earth  :  becoming  hard,  or  acquiring  an  additional 
hardnefsy  in  the  fire.  Of  this  kind  of  earth  there  are  feveral  varieties, 
differing  in  fome  particular  properties :  as  the  purer  clays,  which, 
when  moiftened  with  water,  form  a  very  vifcous  mafs,  diiRcultly 
diffufible  through  a  larger  quantity  of  the  fluid,  and  flowly  fubfiding 
from  it :  boles,  iefs  vifcous,  more  readily  mifcible  with  water,  and 
more  readily  fubfiding:  and  ochres,  which  have  little  or  nothing  of 
the  vifcofity  of  the  two  foregoing,  and  are  commonly  impregnated 
■with  a  yellow  or  red  fc?Tugineous  calx. 

2.  Cryftalline  earth  :  naturally  hard,  fo  as  to  Jlrike  /parks  ivith 
Jleel :  becoming  friable  in  a  ftrong  fire.  Of  this  kind  are  flints, 
cryftals,  &c.  which  appear  to  confift  of  one  and  the  fame  earth, 
differing  in  the  purity,  hardnefs,  and  tranfparency  of  the  mafs. 

3.  Gypfeous  earch  :  reducible  by  a  gentle  heat  into  a  f oft  powdery 
•which  unites  with  water  into  a  mafs,  Jomewhat  vifcous  and  tenacious 
while  moifi,  but  quickly  drying  and  becoming  hard.  A  greater  heat 
deprives  the  powder  of  this  property,  without  occafioning  any  other 
alteration.  Such  are  the  tranfparent  jelenites  ;  the  fibrous  flony 
maffes  improperly  called  EngUJJi  talc ;  and  the  granulated  gypfa  or 
plajicr  of  Paris  llones.  Though  tliefe  bodies,  however,  have  beea 
commonly  looked  upon  as  mere  earths,  of  a  difl;in6l  kind  from  the 
reft,  they^  appear,  both  from  analytical  and  fynthetical  experiments^ 
to  be  no  other  than  combinations  of  the  mineral  calcareous  earth 
with  vitriolic  acid.  (See  the  charadlers  of  the  earths  of  the  firfi 
clafs.) 

4.  Talky  earth  :  fcarcely  alterable  by  a  vehement  fire.  The  maffes 
of  this  earth  are  generally  of  a  fibrous  or  leafy  texture  ;  more  or 
lefs  pellucid,  bright  or  glittering  ;  fmooth  and  unduous  to  the  touch  ; 
too  flexible  and  elaftic  to  be  eafily  pulverifed  ;  foft,  fo  as  to  be  cut 
with  a  knife.  In  thefe  refpedls  fome  of  the  gypfeous  earths  greatly 
rcfemble  them,  but  the  difference  is  readily  difcovered  by  fire  ;  a 
weak  heat  reducing  the  gypfeous  to  povvdcr,  while  tlie  ftrongeft 
makes  no  other  alteration  in  the  talky,  than  fomewhat  diminilhing 
their  flexibility,  brightnefs,  and  un6luofity. 

Metals. 

Of  metals,  the  next  divifion  of  mineral  bodies,  the  moft  obvious 
charaders  are,  their  peculiar  bright  afpeft,  perfed  opacity,  and 
great  weight ;  the  lighteft  of  them  is  fix,  and  the  heaviefl:  upwards 
of  nineteen  times  heavier  than  an  equal  bulk  of  water. 

Metals  are  divided  into  the  pevtea,  imperfed,  and  the  lemi- 
ttietals  ■ 
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The  perfe<5l  metals  are  tlioic  pofll-fTeJ  of  ducElility,  and  malle- 
ability, which  are  not  very  fenfibly  altered  by  violent  degrees  of  heat. 
Of  thefe  there  are  three  —  gold,  lilver,  and  platina, — The  mark  of 
their  iucapabilicv  of  being  dcllroycd  by  hre  is  only  relative  ;  —  for 
modern  chemlil-;  have  been  able,  by  a  very  intenfe  degree  of  heat,  to 
briog  gold  into  e.  iiate  of  calx,  or  fomething  very  nearly  refembling  it. 

Thev  all  m. i:  in  the  fire;  except  platina,  a  metallic  body,  which 
has  not  been  uppiicd  to  any  medical  ufe,  and  which  is  therefore  ex-? 
eluded  from  ::as  general  view  of  medicinal  fubjecSts. 

The  other  metais,  if  ajr  be  admitted  to  them,  are  gradually  con- 
verted, with  different  degrees  of  facility,  into  a  powdery  or  friable 
fubilance,  called  calx,  deftitute  of  the  metallic  afpe6l,  and  much 
lighter  in  proportion  to  its  bulk,  than  the  metal  itfelf.  —  Befides  this 
method  of  calcining  metals  by  air  and  fire,  they  may  likewife  be 
brou^lit  into  the  flate  of  calx,  by  diffolving  them  in  acids,  from  which 
tliey  may  be  afterwards  freed,  by  evaporating  the  acid,  or  by  adding 
ro  tl'.e  folucion  alkaline  fait. — Metals  are  fometimes  dephlogifticated 
by  detonation. —  This  change  in  the  obvious  properties  of  metals  is 
generally  accompanied  with  a  notable  alteration  in  their  medicinal 
virrues :  thus  quickfilver,  which,  taken  into  the  body  in  its  crude 
flate  and  undivided,  feems  inactive,  v^^hen  calcined  by  fire,  proves, 
even  in  fmali  dofcs,  a  ftrong  emetic  and  cathartic,  and,  in  fmalier 
ones,  a  powerful  alterative  in  chronical  diforders  ;  while  regulus 
of  antimony,  on  the  contrary,  is  changed,  by  the  fame  treatment, 
from  a  high  degree  of  virulence  to  a  ftatc  of  inactivity. 

Calces  of  mercury  and  arlenic  exhale  in  a  heat  below  ignition  ; 
thofe  of  lead  and  bifmuth,  in  a  red  or  low  white  heat,  run  into  a 
tranfparent  glafs :  the  others  are  not  at  all  vitrefcible,  or  not 
without  extreme  vehemence  of  fire.  Both  the  calces  and  glafles 
recover  their  metallic  form  and  qualities  again,  by  the  fldlful  ad- 
dition of  any  kind  of  inflammable  fubftance  that  does  not  contain 
a  mineral  acid.  This  recovery  of  thefe  calces  into  their  metallic 
form  is  called  redu6lion. — During  this  procefs  an  elaftic  aerial  fluid 
efcapeSj  which  is  found  to  be  pure  air. 

All  metallic  bodies  diffolve  in  acids  ;  fome  only  in  particular 
acids,  as  filver  and  lead  in  the  nitrous;  fome  only  in  compofitions 
of  acids,  as  gold  in  a  mixture  of  the  nitrous  and  marine  ;  and 
others,  as  iron  and  zinc,  in  all  acids.  Some  likewife  diffolve  in 
alkaline  liquors,  as  copper  ;  and  others,  as  lead,  in  expreffed  oils. 
Fufed  wica  a  compofition  of  fulphur  and  fixt  alkaline  fait,  they 
are  all,  except  zinc,  made  foluble  in  water. 

All  metallic  fubllances,  diffolved  in  faline  liquors,  have  powerful 
cfTecls  in  the  human  body,  though  many  of  them  appear  in  their 
pure  ftacc  to  be  inadtivc.  Tlic-Jr  a6livity  is  generally  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  acid  combined  with  them.  Thus  lead,  which  in 
Its  crude  form  lias  no  renni)lc  effect,  when  uniicd  with  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  vegetable  acid  into  ccrufc,  difcovcrs  a  low  degree  of  the 
ftyptic  and  malignant  quality,  which  it  fo  Wrongly  exerts  when 
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blended  with  a  larger  quantity  of  the  fame  acid,  into  what  is  called 
Jacckaritm faturn'i :  and  thus  mercury,  with  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  marine  acid,  forms  the  violent  corrofive  fublimate,  which,  by 
iluninifhing  the  proportion  of  acidj  becomes  the  mild  medicine  called 
mcrcurius  dulcis.  ■ 

Acids.  ■ 

The  mineral  acids  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  names  of  the 
concretes  from  which  they  have  been  principally  extradled : 
the  vitriolic  from  vitriol,  the  nitrous  from  nitre  or  faltpetre,  and 
the  marine  from  commOn  fea  fait.. —  The  form  they  are  gene- 
rally in,  is  that  of  a  watery  fluid  ;  they  have  all  a  remarkable 
attraftion  for  water  ;  they  imbibe  the  humidity  of  the  air  with  ra- 
pidity ;  and  although  heat  be  produced  by  their  union  with  water, 
yet,  when  mixed  with  ice  in  a  certain  manner,  they  generate  a 
prodigious  degree  of  cold.  Acids  change  the  purple  and  blue  co- 
lours of  vegetables  to  a  red  ;  they  refift  fermentation  ;  and,  laftly, 
imprefs  that  peculiar  fenfationon  the  tongue  called  Sourncfs. — They 
are  all  highly  corrofive,  infomuch  as  not  to  be  fafely  touched,  un- 
lefs  largely  diluted  with  water,  or  united  with  fuch  fubftances  as 
obtund  or  fupprefs  their  acidity.  Mixed  haftily  with  viuous  fpirits, 
they  raife  a  violent  ebullition  and  heat,  accompanied  with  a  copious 
difcharge  of  noxious  fumes  :  a  part  of  the  acid  unites  intimately  with 
ihe  vinous  fpirit  into  a  new  compound,  void  of  acidity,  called  dulci- 
fied fpirit.  It  is  obfervable,  that  die  marine  acid  is  much  lefs  dif- 
pofed  to  this  union  with  fpirit  of  wine,  than  either  Of  the  other 
two  :  neverthelefs,  many  of  the  compound  falts  refulting  from  the 
combination  of  earthy  and  metallic  bodies  with  this  acid,  are  folu- 
ble  in  that  fpirit,  while  thofe  with  the  other  acids  are  not.  All 
thefe  acids  eiTcrvefce  fti  ongly  with  alkaline  falts,  both  hxt  and  vo- 
latile, and  form  with  them  neutral  falts,  that  is,  fuchas  difcover  no 
marks  either  of  an  acid  or  alkaline  quality. 

The  nitrous  and  marine  acids  are  obtained  in  the  form  "of  a  thin 
Kquor,  the  acid  part  being  blended  with  a  large  proportion  of  wa- 
ter, without  which  it  would  be  diffufed  into  an  incoercible  vapour  : 
the  vitriolic  ftands  in  need  of  fo  much  lefs  water  lor  its  condenfa- 
tion  as  to  aflume  commonly  an  oily  conftllence  (whence  it  is  called 
eil  of  vitriol),  and,  in  fome  circumftances,  even  a  folid  one.  .  Al- 
kaline falts,  and  the  foluble  earths  and  metals,  abforb  from  the  acid 
liquors  only  the  pure  acid  part ;  fo  that  the  waler  may  now  be  eva- 
porated by  heat,  and  the  compound  fait  left  in, a  dry  form. 

From  the  coalition  of  the  different  acids  with  thefe  three  alkalies, 
and  with  the  feveral  foluble  earths  and  metallic  bodies,  relult  a  va- 
riety of  faline  compounds,  the  principal  of  which  will  be  particu- 
larifed  in  the  fequcl  of  this  work. 

The  vitriolic  acid,  in  its  concentrated  liquid  flate,  is  much  more 
pjHiderous  than  the  other  two,  emits  no  viiiblc  vapours  in  the  heat 
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of  the  atmofphere,  but  imbibes  moifturc  therefrom,  and  Increafea 
in  its  weiglu  :  the  nitrous  and  murine  emit  copious  corrofive  fumes, 
the  nitrous  vellowifti  red,  and  the  marine  white  vapours.  If  bottles, 
containing  the  three  acids,  be  Itopt  with  cork,  the  cork  is  found -ijj. 
a  litdc  time  tinged  black  by  the  vitriolic,  corroded  into  vl  yellow  fub- 
ftance  by.  the  nitrous,  and  into  a  %vhitijh  one  by  tlie  marine. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  otiier  mineral  acids,  which  are  of 
imponance  to  be  known.  Thefe  are  a^ua  rcglci,  acid  of  borax^ 
[parry  acid,  and  fixed  air. 

Aqua  regia  is  formed  of  certain  proportions  of  muriatic  and 
nitrous  acids. 

The  fparYy  acid  is  extrafted  from  a  foffil  called  fparry  fluor,  or 
vitreous  fpar.  It  is  not  yet  determined  whether  it  is  a  diftinft  acid  ; 
but  as  neither  of  thefe  acids  has  any  place  in  pharmacy,  it  will  be 
unneceiTai-y  in  this  place  to  take  any  further  notice  of  them. 

The  acid  of  borax,  ox  fedative  fait  of  Homberg,  may  be  extradled 
from  borax,  a  neutral  fait,  whofe  bafe  is  mineral  alkali.  — It  has 
alfo  been  found  native  in  the  water  of  feveral  lakes  of  Tufcanv. 
It  is  a  light  cryftallifed  concrete  fait ;  its  tafle  is  fenfibly  acid  ;  it  is 
difficultly  foluble  in  .water ;  but  the  folution  changes  blue  vegetable 
colours  to  red  ;  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  an  anodyne,  and  refrigerant 
remedy,  but  its  eftimation  is  very  flight  in  the  prefent  pra6tice. 

Fixed  air  is  a  permanently  elaflic  fluid,  beihg  only  fixed, 
when  in  a  ilate  of  combination  with  calcareous  earth,  or  other 
fubllances  from  whence  it  may  be  extricated. 

According  to  the  fubfliances  from  which  it  is  difengaged,  and 
from  difl^erent  opinions  concerning  its  nature,  it  has  been  denomi- 
nated— gas  fylveftre, — faxed  air, — the  acid  of  chalk, — mephitic  gas, 
— mephitic  acid, — and  aerial  acid.  It  may  be  extricated  by  heat,  or 
by  other  acids,  from  all  calcareous  earths,  fuch  as  chalk,  marble, 
lime-flones,  fea-fhells,  &c.  alfo  from  mild  fixed  vegetable,  and 
volatile  alkalies,  and  from  magnefia  alba. 

W  iien  difengaged,  it  affumes  its  real  character,  that  of  a  perma- 
nently elaftic  fluid.  It  is  feparated  in  a  great  quantity  during  the 
vinous  fermentation  of  vegetable  fubfliances.  When  calcareous 
earth  is  deprived  of  this  aerial  acid  by  heat,  it  is  converted  into  that 
cauflic  fubilance  called  quick-lime.  When  alkalies  fixed  or  vola- 
tile, are  deprived  by  any  means  of  this  aerial  acid,  they  are  rendered 
much  morecauftic,  incapable  of  cryftallization,  and  of  eflervefcing 
with  other  acids.  They  are  alfo  in  this  deaerated  flate  much  more 
powerful  in  diflblving  other  bodies.  By  re-combining  the  above 
fubftances  with  this  aerial  acid,  they  again  refume  their  original 
properties:  but  as  magnefia  is  not  rendered  cauftic  by  calcina- 
tion, the  terms  would  be  better  changed  to  aerated,  and  deaerated, 
than  mild  and  cauftic  ;  the  aerial  is  more  difpofed  to  unite  with 
quick  lime  than  with  any  other  fubftance  ;  next  to  that,  its  attrac- 
tion is  for  fixed  alkali ;  then  for  magnefia  ;  and  laftly  for  volatile 
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alkali.  Thefe  relat  ive  powers  of  the  different  fubftances  to  unite 
Wfth  this  aerial  acid,  lay  tlie  foiindation  of  many  important  pro- 
cefles  in  pharmacy.  Water  impregnated  with  aerial  acid  is  capable 
of  diffolving  iron;  and  in  this  way  are  formed  native  and  artificial 
chalybeate  waters  ;  %i»c  is  alfo  foluble  in  tlw;  fame  liquid.  This  acid 
is  cafily  expelled  from  the  water  by  removing  tl.e  pi  effure  of  the  at- 
mofphere  ;  by  boiling,  and  even  by  time  alone,  if  the  vcffel  be  not 
kept  clofe  fhur.  Fixed  air  eiitinguifhes  flame,  vegetable,  and  ani- 
mal life,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  cautioufly  managed  ;  like  otlicr 
acids,  it  changes  the  blue  colour  of  vegetables  to  a  red,  and  com- 
municates an  acidulous  tafte  to  water  impregnated  with  it :  fo  feeble 
is  the  attraiStion  of  aerial  acid  to  quick-lime,  that  anv  acid  will  dif- 
cngage  it.  From  what  has  been  faid,  it  will  appear  obvious,  thaj: 
mild  and  effervefcing  alkalies,  whether  fixed  or  volatile,  are  no 
more  than  neutral  falts  compounded  of  aerial  acid,  and  pure  or 
cauftic  alkali :  like  other  acids,  it  unites  with  thefe  bodies,  di- 
minillies  their  cauflicity,  and  eftcdts  their  cryftallization. 

Of  tlie  Affinities  of  Bodies, 

It  is  already  laid  down  as  a  chara6ier  of  one  of  the  clafFes  of 
earths,  that  the  vitriolic  acid  precipitates  them  when  they  are  pre- 
vioufly  diffolved  in  any  other  acid.  It  is  obvious,  that,  on  the  fame 
principle,  this  particular  acid  may  be  diftinguirtied  from  all  others. 
This  charafter  ferves  not  only  for  the  acid  in  its  pure  ftate,  but 
likewife  for  all  its  combinations  that  are  foluble  in  water.  If  a  fo- 
iution  of  any  compound  fait,  whofe  acid  is  tlie  vitriolic,  be  added 
to  a  folution  of  chalk  in  any  other  acid,  the  vitriolic  acid  will  part 
from  the  fubflance  with  which  it  was  before  combined,  and  joii| 
itfelf  to  the  chalk,  forming  therewith  a  compound,  which,  b&ingno 
longer  diflbluble  in  the  liquor,  renders  the  whole  milky  for  a  timej 
and  then  gradually  fubCdcvS. 

This  acid  may  be  diftinguifhed  alfo,  in  compound  falts,  by 
another  criterion  not  lefs  ftrongly  marked.  If  any  fait  containing 
it  be  mixed  with  powdered  charcoal,  and  the  mixture  expofed,  in  a 
clofe  veffel,  to  a  moderate  ftrong  fire,  the  acid  will  unite  diredily 
with  the  inflammable  part  of  the  charcoal,  and  compofe  therewith 
a  genuine  fulphur.  Common  brimftone  is  no  other  than  a  combi- 
nation of  the  vitriolic  acid  with  a  fmall  proportioai  of  inflammable 
matter.  With  any  kind  of  inflammable  matter  that  is  not  volatile 
in  clofe  vefTels,  as  the  coal  of  vegetables,  of  animals,  or  of  bitu- 
_mens,  this  acid  compofes  always  the  fame  identical  fulphur. 

The  nitrous  acid  alfo,  with  whatever  kind  of  body  it  be  com- 
bined, is.  both  diftinguifhed  and  extricated  therefrom  by  means  of 
any  inflammable  fubftance  brought  to  a  flate  of  ignition:  if  tlie 
fubjeft  be  mixed  with  a  little  powdered  charcoal,  and  made  red- 
hot,  a  deflagration  or  fulmination  enfues,  that  is,  a  bright  flame 
with  a  hiffiiig  noife  ;  and  .the  inllammable  matter  and  die  acid  beings 
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thus  confumed  or  diffipated  together,  there  remains  only  t]\e  ful)- 
Irance  that  was  before  combined  with  the  acid,  and  the  fmall  q^uau- 
titv  of  tiie  alhes  afforded  by  the  coal. 

This  property  of  the  nitrous  acid,  of  deflagrating  with  inflamma- 
ble fubllances,  and  that  of  the  vitriolic,  of  forming  fulphur  with 
them,  Icrve  not  only  as  criteria  of  the  refpeiSlive  acids  in  the  vari- 
ous forms  and  difguifes,  but  likewife  for  difcovering  inflamma- 
ble matter  in  bodies,  when  its  quantity  is  too  fmail  to  be  fenlible  on 
other  trials. 

If  a  fixt  alkaline  fait  be  united  with  a  vegetable  acid,  as  that  of 
vinegar,  into  a  neutral  fait ;  on  adding  to  this  compound  fome 
marine  acid,  the  acetous  acid  will  be  difengaged,  fo  as  to  exhale 
totallv  in  a  moderate  heat,  leaving  the  marine  in  poflc/lion  of  the 
alkali :  tlie  addition  of  the  nitrous  will,  in  like  manner,  difpoffefs 
the  marine,  which  now  arifes  in  its  proper  white  fumes,  though, 
v.  ithout  fuch  an  addition,  it  could  not  be  extricated  from  the  alkali 
by  any  degree  of  heat :  on  the  addition  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  the 
nitrous  gives  way  in  its  turn,  exhaling  in  red  fumes,  and  leaving 
only  the  vitriolic  acid  and  the  alkali  united  together. 

Again,  if  any  metallic  body  be  dilToived  in  an  acid,  the  addi- 
tion of  any  earthy  body  that  is  diffoluble  in  that  acid  will  preci- 
pitate the  metal ;  a  volatile  alkaline  fair  will,  in  like  manner,  pre- 
cipitate the  earth  :  and  a  flxt  alkali  will  diflodge  the  volatile  ;  which 
lall:  being  readily  exhalable  by  heat,  the  remaining  fait  will  be  the 
fame  as  if  the  acid  and  fixt  alkali  had  been  joined  together  at  firft, 
without  the  intervention  of  any  of  the  other  bodies. 

The  power  in  bodies,  on  which  thefe  various  tranfpofitions  and 
combinations  depend,  is  called  by  the  chemifts  affinity  ;  a  term, 
like  the  Newtonian  attra^fion,  defigned  to  exprefs,  not  the  caufe, 
but  the  effedV.  When  an  acid  fpontaneoufly  quits  a  metal  to  unite 
widi  an  alkali,  they  fay  it  has  greater  affinity  to  the  alkali  than  to 
the  metal :  and  when,  converhveiy,  they  fay  it  has  a  greater  affinity 
to  fixt  alkalies  than  to  thofe  of  the  volatile  kind,  they  mean  only 
that  it  will  unite  with  the  fixt  in  preference  to  the  volatile,  and  that, 
it  prcvioufly  united  with  a  volatile  alkali,  it  will  forfake  this  for  a 
fixt  one. 

The  dodlrine  of  the  affinities  of  bodies  is  of .  very-extenfive  ufe 
in  the  chemical  pharmacy  ;  many  of  the  officinal  'procelTes,  as  we 
fh-11  lee  hereafter,  are  founded  on  it :  feveral  of  the  preparations 
turn  out  very  difl^erent  from  what  would  he  expeded  by  a  perfon 
unacquainted  with  thefe  properties  of  bodies  ;  and  feveral  of  them, 
it,  from  an  error  in  c:ic  procefs,  or  other  caufes,  tiiey  prove  unfit 
for  the  ufe  intended,  may  l)e  rendered  applicable  to  other  purpofes, 
by  fuch  tranfpoiiticns  of  their  component  parts  as  are  pointed  out 
by  t!ie  knowledge  of  tlicir  affinities. 

I  fhall  here,  therefore,  fubjoin  a  table  of  tlie  principal  affinities 
obiervcd  in  phannateuticil  oinrrations,  formed  chiefly  on  that  of 
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Mr.  GeofFroy  (which  was  publinied  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  French 
Academy  for  the  Year  1718),  with  fuch  corredtions  and  additior  ai 
later  experiments  liavc  furiiUlicd. 

The  table  is  thus  to  he  underftood :  The  fuhftance  printed  in 
capitals,  on  the  top  of  each  fcrics,  has  the  greateft  affinity  with  that 
immediately  under  it,  a  lefs  affinity  with  the  next,  and  fo  on  to  the 
end  of  the  ferics  ;  that  is,  if  any  of  the  remote  bodies  have  been 
combined  with  the  top  one,  the  addition  of  any  of  the  intermediate 
bodies  will  difunite  them  ;  the  intermediate  body  uniting  with  the 
uppermoft  body  of  the  feries,  and  throwing  out  the  remote  one. 
Thus,  in  the  hrft  feries  of  the  affinities  of  water,  a  fixt  alkali  being 
placed  between  the  water  and  inflammable  fpirit,  it  is  to  be  con- 
cluded, that,  wherever  water  and  fpirit  are  mixed  together,  the  addi- 
tion of  any  fixt  alkaline  fait  will  abforb  the  water,  and  occafion  the 
pure  fpirit  to  be  feparated.  Where  feveral  fubftances  are  expreffed 
in  one  feries,  it  is  to  be  underftood,  that  any  one  of  thofe  bodies, 
■which  are  nearefl:  to  the  uppermoft,  will  in  like  manner  difengage 
from  it  any  one  of  thofe  which  are  more  remote. 


Table  of  Affinities. 


1.  Water  : 

Fixt  alkaline  fait : 
Inflammable  fpirit. 

2.  Water: 

Inflammable  fpirit : 
Volatile  alkaline  fait. 

3.  Water  : 

Inflammable  fpirit  : 
Sundry  compound  falts. 

4.  Inflammable  Spirit: 

Water  :  • 
Oils  and  Refins. 

5.  Vitriolic  Acid  : 

Inflammable  principle : 
Fixt  alkaline  falts  : 
Calcareous  earths  calcined : 
Volatile  alkaline  falts  : 
Calcareous  earths  uiicalcined : 


Zinc  and  Iron : 
Copper : 
Silver. 

6.  Nitrous  Acid  : 

Inflammable  principle : 
Fixt  alkaline  falts : 
Calcareous  earths  calcined  ; 
Volatile  alkaline  falts  : 
Calcareous  earths  uncakined : 
Zinc  : 
Iron : 
Copper  : 
Lead : 
Mercury : 
Silver : 
Camphor. 

7.  Muriatic  Acid  ; 

Fixt  alkaline  falts  : 
Calcareous  earths  calcined  : 
Volatile  alkaline  falts  : 
Calcareous  earths  uncakined  : 
Zinc  ; 
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Iron  : 
Tin  : 

Retrulus  of  antimony  : 
Copper  : 
Lead  : 
Silver : 
Mercury. 

8.  Acetous  Acid  : 

iron  : 
Copper. 

9.  Alkaline  Salts  : 

Vitriolic  acid : 
Nitrous  acid  : 
Muriatic  acid : 
Vinegar : 
Tartar : 

Oils  and  Sulphur. 

10.  Soluble  Earths  : 

Vitrioh'c  acid  : 
Nitrous  acid  : 
Muriatic  acid. 

II. Inflammable  Principle 

Nitrous  acid : 
Vitriolic  acid  : 
Muriatic  fubftances : 
Fixt  alkaline  falts. 

12  Sulphur  : 

Fixt  alkali,  and  Quicklime  : 
Iron  : 
Copper  : 
Lead  : 
Silver  : 

Rcgulus  of  antimony  : 
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Mercury : 
Arfenic. 
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13.  Gold 

Ethereal  fpirit : 
Acids.  / 


Mercury  : 


Lead 
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Muriatic  acid 
Vitriolic  acid 
Nitrous  acid. 
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Vitriolic  acid : 
Aluriatic  acid : 
Nitrous  acid  : 
Vinegar : 
Oils, 

16.  Silver  : 

Muriatic  acid  ; 
Vitriolic  acid : 
Nitrous  acid. 

17.  Copper: 

'  Vitriolic  acid : 
Muriatic  acid : 
Nitrous  acid. 

18.  Iron  ; 

Vitriolic  acid : 
Muriatic  acid : 
Nitrous  acid. 


19.  Regulus 

Vitriolic  acid : 
Nitrous  acid  : 
Muriatic  acid. 


OF  Antiaiony  : 


This  table  is  fufficient  to  fliew  the  nature  of  fimple  affinities  ;  but 
there  are  others  much  more  extenfive,  which  the  nature  of  this 
•work  will  not  admit ;  we  therefore  recommend  our  readers  to  the 
works  of  Bergman,  and  other  of  the  more  modern  cheraifts,  for 
further  information. 
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CHAPTER  ill 


Of  the  Phdrmacetitical  JpparatUs, 

One  of  the  principal  parts  of  the  pharmaceutic  apparatus  corf- 
fifts  in  contrivances  for  containing  and  applying  fire,  and  for  di- 
redling  and  regulating  its  power.  Of  tliefe  contrivances,  called 
fwnacesy  there  are  different  kinds,  according  to  the  convenience  of 
the  place,  and  the  particular  purpofes  they  are  intended  to  anfwer. 
I  fliall  here  endeavour  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  flrudture  of 
thofe  which  are  employed  in  j)harmaceutital  operations,  and  of  the 
principles  on  which  they  are  built. 

Furnaces. 

The  moft  fimple  furnace  is  the  common  (love,  otherwife  called 
the  furnace  for  open  fire.  This  is  ufually  made  of  an  iron  hoop, 
five  or  fix  inches  deep :  with  a  grate  or  fome  iron  bars  acrofs  the 
bottom,  for  fupporting  the  fuel.  It  either  (lands  upon- feet,  fo  as  to 
he  moveable  from  place  to  place  ;  or  is  fixt  in  brickwork.  In  this 
latter  cafe,  a  cavity  is  left  under  the  grate,  for  receiving  the  afhes 
that  drop  through  it ;  and  an  aperture  or  door,  .in  tlie  fore  part  of 
this  alh-pit,  fcrves  both  for  allowing  the  allies  to  be  occafionally 
raked  out,  and  for  admitting  air  to  pafs  up  through  the  fuel.  This 
furnace  is  defigned  for  fuch  operations  as  require  only  a  moderate 
heat ;  as  rnfullon,  decoiSlion,  and  the  evaporation  of  liquids, 

A  deeper  hoop  or  body,  cylindrical,  parallelopipedal,  widening 
upwards,  elliptical,  or  of  other  figures  ;  formed  of,  or  lined  with, 
fuch  materials  as  are  capable  of  Tuflaining  a  ftrong  fire  ;  with  a 
grate  and  afli-pit  beneath,  as  in  the  preceding  ;  and  communicating 
at  the  top  with  a  perpendicular  pipe,  or  chimney;  makes  a  wind 

FURNACE. 

'j'he  greater  the  perpendicular  hciglit  of  the  chimney,  the  greater 
■will  be  the  draught  of  air  through  the  furnace,  and  the  more  in 
tenfcly  will  the  fire  burn  ;  provided  the  width  of  the  chimney  is 
fufficient  to  allow  a  free  palfage  to  all  die  air  that  the  furnace  can 
receive  through  the  grate  :  for  which  purpofe,  the  area  of  the  aper- 
ture of  the  chimney  (hould  be  nearly  equal  to  the  area  of  the  inter- 
ilices  of  the  grate. 

Hence,  where  the  chimney  confifls  of  moveable  pipes,  made  to 
fit  upon  one  another  at^the  ends,  fo  that  the  length  can  be  occa- 
fionally increafed  or  diminiihed,  the  vehemence  of  the  fire  will  be 
iucreafed  or  diminiihed  in  the  fame  proportion. 


Chap.  II. 


FURNACES. 
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III  furnaces  whofe  cliimney  is  fixed,  the  fame  advantage  may  he 
procured  on  another  principle.  As  the  intenfity  ot  the  fire  depends 
wholly  upon  the  quantity  of  air  fuccefTively  paffing  through  and 
animacing  the  burning  fuel,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  nioft  vehement 
fire  may  be  fupprefled  or  rcllrained  at  pleafure,  by  more  or  lefs 
ciofing  either  the  aHi-pit  door  by  which  the  air  is  admitted,  or  the 
chimney  by  which  it  paffes  olF;  and  that  the  fire  may  be  more  or 
lefs  railed  again,  by  more  or  lefs  opening  thofe  paffages.  A  move- 
able plate,  or  REGISTER,  in  any  convenient  part  of  the  chimney, 
affords  commodious  means  of  varying  the  width  of  the  paffage,  and 
confequently  of  regulating  the  heat.  But  this  is  moft  conveniently 
accompliilied  by  keeping  the  alh-pit  door  entirely  Ihut,  and  regu- 
lating the  heat  by  a  range  of  holes  in  a  damping  plate  ;  each  hole 
being  provided  with  a  proper  pin,  by  which  ic  may  be  clofed  at  plea- 
fure. Thefe  holes  may  be  made  of  different  fizes;  the  fmalleft  hole 
niav  be  conlldered  as  one  ;  the  fecond  as  twice  the  fize  ;  the  next  to 
that  double  to  the  fecond,  &c.  and  by  combining  thefe  holes  we  can 

let  in  any  quantity  of  air,  from  i  to  128  as  i,  2,  4,  8,  16,  32, 

64,  128.  ' 

There  are  two  general  kinds  of  thefe  wind  furnaces  ;  one,  with 
the  chimney  on  the  top,  over  the  middle  of  the  furnace  ;  the  otlier 
wich  the  chimney  on  one  fide,  and  the  mouth  clear. 

In  the  former,  either  the  upper  part  of  the  furnace  is  contracl'ed 
to  fuch  an  aperture,  that  the  chimney  may  fit  upon  it  ;  or  it  is  co- 
vered with 'an  arched  dome,  or  v^'ith  a  flat  plate,  having  a  like  aper- 
ture in  the  middle.  As  in  this  difpofition  of  the  chimney,  the  in- 
lide  of  the  furnace  cannot  be  come  at  from  above,  a  door  is  mades 
in  the  fide,  a  little  above  the  grate,  for  fupplying  fuel,  infpedlmg 
the  matter  in  the  fire,  '  Sec. 

For  performing  fusions  in  this  furnace,  the  crucible,  or  melt* 
ing  veflel,  is  placed  immediately  among  the  fuel,  with  a  llip  of 
brick,  or  fome  other  like  fupport,  between  it  and  the  grate,  to 
keep  the  cold  air,  which  enteis  underneath,  from  ftriking  on  its 
bottom. 

When  defigned  as  a  reverberatory,  that  is,  for  diftillation 
in  long  necks  or  coated  glafs  retorts,  two  iron  bars  are  placed 
acrofs  above  the  fire,  for  fupporting  the  veflel,  whofe  neck  comes 
out  at  an  aperture  made  for  that  purpofe  in  the  fide.  This  aperture 
ifhould  be  made  in  the  fide  oppofite  to  that  in  which  is  the  door 
above  mentioned,  or  at  ieaft  fo  remote  from  it,  that  the  receiver, 
fitted  on  the  neck  of  the  dirtilling  veflel  without  the  furnace,  may 
not  lie  in  the  operator's  way  when  he  wants  to  ftir  the  fire,  or  throw 
in  frcfli  fuel. 

The  other  kind  of  wind  furnace  communicates,  by  an  aperture 
in  its  back  part  near  the  top,  cither  with  an  upright  pipe  of  its  own, 
or  with  the  cliimney  of  the  room  ;  in  whicii  latter  cafe,  all  other 
paffages  into  the  chimney  niufl  be  clofed.    Here  the  mouth  of  the 
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furnace  fcrvcj  for  a  door,  which  may  he  occafionally  covered  with 
a  plate  or  tile.  Of  this  kind  is  the.furnace  moft  commonly  ufed  for 
fufion  in  a  crucible. 

This  lafl:  conftrudVion,  hy  leaving  the  mouth  of  the  furnace 
clear,  affords  the  convenience  of  letting  into  it  a  boiling  or  evapo- 
rating pan,  a  copper  flill,  an  iron  pot  for  diliilling  hartrtiorn,  an 
iron  Tand  pot,  or  other  like  veflels,  of  fuch  a  fize,  that  they  may- 
be fuppnrted  on  the  furnace  by  their  rims.  The  mouth  being  thus 
occupied  by  the  velfels,  a  door  muft  be  made  in  "the  lide  for  fupply- 
ing  and  ftirring  the  fuel. 

When  a  furnace  of  this  kind  is  defigned  only  for  a  sand  BATH, 
it  is  moft  commodious  to  have  the  fand  placed  on  a  long  iron  plate 
furni(hed  with  a  ledge  of  freeftone  or  brickwork  at  each  fide.  The 
mouth  of  the  furnace  is  to  l)e  clofely  covered  by  one  end  of  this 
plate;  and  the  canal,  by  which  the  furnace  communicates  with  its 
chimney,  is  to  be  lengthened  and  carried  along  under  the  plate  ;  the 
plate  forming  the  upper  fide  of  the  canal.  In  this  kind  of  fand-bath, 
tligeftions,  &cc.  requiring  different  degrees  of  heat,  may  be  carried 
on  at  once  ;  for  the  heat  decreafes  gradually  from  the  end  over  the 
furnace  to  the  other. 

When  large  veflels,  as  stills,  and  iron  pots  for  diftilling  hartf- 
horn  and  aqua-fortis,  are  fixed  in  furnaces,  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  bottom  of  the  veffel^  is  commonly  made  to  refl  upon  folid 
brickwork. 

The  large  flill,  whofe  bottom  is  narrow  in  proportion  to  its 
height,  and  whofe  weight  when  charged  with  liquor  requires-great 
part  of  it  to  be  thus  fupported,  expofes  but  a  fmall  furface  to  the 
a<fiion  of  the  fire  underneath.  To  make  up  for  this  difadvantage, 
the  heat,  which  rifes  at  the  further  end  of  a  long  narrow  grate, 
is  conveyed  all  round  the  fides  of  the  veffel,  by  a  fpiial  canal, 
which  communicates  at  top  with  a  common  chimney. 

The  pots  for  diftilling  hartfhorn  and  aqua-fortis  in  the  large  way 
have  part  of  their  great  weight  borne  up  by  three  ftrong  pins  or 
trunnions,  at  equal  diftances  round  the  |)ot  towards  the  middle, 
reaching  into  a  brickwork  ;  fo  that  lefs  fiipport  being  neceffary  un- 
derneath, a  greater  furface  of  the  wide  bottom  lies  expofed  to  the 
immediate  aftion  of  the  fire. 

If  a  furnace,  communicating  with  its  cliimney  by  a  lateral  canal, 
as'  in  the  fand  furnace  above-mentioned,  be  carried  to  a  confider- 
able height  above  the  part  where  this  canal  enters  it  ;  and  it  be 
filled  with  fuel  to  the  top,  and  clofely  covered ;  the  fuel  will  burn 
no  higher  than  up  to  the  upper  fide  of  the  canal  through  which  the 
air  paffes  off,  and,  in  proportion  as  this  lower  part  of  the  fuel  con- 
fumes,  it  will  be  fupplied  by  that  above,  which  falls  down  in  its 
place.  Hence,  in  tiiis  furnace,  called  an  athanor,  a  conflant 
heat  may  be  kept  up  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  without 
attendance. 
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The  tower  of  the  athanor,  or  that  part  which  receives  the  fuel, 
is  commonly  made  to  widen  a  little  downw.irds,  that  the  coals  may 
fall  the  more  freely  ;  but  not  fo  much  as  that  the  part  on  fire  aC 
bottom  may  be  too  ftrongly  prefled.  A  fmall  aperture  is  made 
oppoiite  to  the  canal  or  flue,  or  a  number  of  openings  according  to 
the  fize  of  the  furnace  and  the  degree  of  heat  required,  for  fupply- 
ing  air.  which  is  more  conveniently  admitted  in  this  manner  than 
through  the  grate,  as  the  interftices  of  the  grate  are  in  timechoaked 
up  by  the  a  Hies. 

This  furnace  is  defigned  only  for  heating  bodies  exterior  to  it- 
Its  canal,  qx  fine,  as  in  the  fand  furnace,  already  defcribed,  pafTes 
under  a  fand  bath  or  water-bath  ;  at  the  further  end  of  which^  it 
rifes  perpendicularly  to  fuch  a  height,  as  may  occafion  a  fufEcient 
draught  ot  air  through  the  fire. 

The  flue  may  be  fo  wide,  as  to  correfpond  to  the  whole  height 
of  the  fire-place.  A  regifter  or  Aiding  plate,  placed  between  the 
flue  and  the  furnace,  enables  ys  to  increafe  or  diminilh  this  height, 
and  confequently  the  quantity  of  fire,  at  pleafure.  If  the  fpace  be- 
neath the  flue  be  inclofed  to  the  ground,  the  heat  in  this  cavity  wiU 
be  confiderable  enough  to  be  applicable  to  fome  ufeful  purpofes. 

With  regard  to  the  materials  of  furnaces,  the  fixt  ones  are  built 
of  bricks,  cemented  together  by  fome  good  loam  or  clay.  Any  kind 
of  loam  or  clayey  compofition  that  is  of  a  proper  degree  of  tenacity, 
which,  when  made  into  a  pafte  with  water  and  well  worked,  does 
not  ftick  to  the  fingers,  and  which,  when  thoroughly  dried,  neither 
cracks  nor  melts  in  a  vehement  fire,  is  fit  for  this  ufe  :  the  purer  and 
more  tenacious  clays  require  to  have  their  tenacity  leflTened  by  aa 
admixture  of  fand,  or  rather  of  the  fame  kind  of  clay  burnt  and 
grolsly  powdered. 

Smaller  portable  furnaces  are  made  of  ftrong  iron  or  copperplates, 
lined  to  the  thicknefs  of  an  inch  or  more  with  the  fame  kind  Q.f 
clayey  compofition' :  which,  for  this  ufe,  may  be  beaten  with  fome 
hor(e-dung,  chopc  ftraw,  or  cut  hair  or  tow. 

Very  commodious  portable  furnaces,  for  a  bufinefs  of  moderate 
extent,  may  be  formed  alfo  of  the  larger  kind  of  the  common  black- 
lead  melting  pots,  by  cutting  a  door  at  the  bottom  of  the  pot  for 
the  alli-pit,  another  above  this  for  the  fire-place,  and  introducmg 

circular  iron  grate,  of  fuch  a  fize,  that  it  may  reft  between  the 
two  doors.  [A  particular  account  of  the  method  of  preparing  thefe 
•  furnaces  for  different  ufes  may  be  feen  in  the  firft  part  of  the  Cora- 
mercium  Philofophico-technicum  ;  and  under  the  word  FURNAce 
in  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica.] 

Baths. 

Where  a  ftrong  degree  of  heat  is  requifitc,  as  in  the  fufion  of 
metals,  &c.  the  vellel  containing  the  fubjea-matter  is  placed  among 
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the  burning  fuel,  or  immediately  over  it :  this  is  called  operating  in  a 
naked  fire.  Where  a  fmaller  heat  is  fufficient,  and  the  veffei  em- 
jjloyed  is  either  of  glafs,  or  of  the  more  tender  kinds  of  earthen- 
ware, the  fand-batli  or  water-bath  is  ufed,  to  defend  the  veflel  from 
the  immediate  a6tion  of  the  lire,  and  to  render  the  heat  lefs  fluc- 
tuating. 

Both  thefe  baths  have  their  particular  advantages  and  inconveni- 
ences. In  water,  the  heat  is  equal  through  every  part  of  the  fluid  ; 
whereas  in  fand,  it  varies  in  different  parts  of  one  perpendicular 
line,  decreafmg  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  Water  cannot  be 
made  to  receive  or  to  tranlmit  to  vefleis  immerfed  in  it,  above  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  heat,  viz.  that  which  is  fufKcient  to  make  it  boil, 
and  hence  it  fecures  elfedlually  againft  any  danger  of  an  excefs  of 
heat  in  thofe  operations  wherein  the  produiSt  would  be  injured  by  a 
heat  greater  than  that  of  boiling  water  :  but  this  advantage  renders 
it  ufelefs  for  procefles  which  require  a  greater  heat,  and  for  which 
fand,  or  other  likefolid  intermedia,  are  neceflarily  employed.  There 
is  this  convenience  alfo  in  the  fand-bath,  that  the  heat  may  be  rea- 
dily diminiflied  or  increafed  about  any  particular  veflTcl,  by  raifing 
it  liigher  out  of  the  fand,  or  finking  it  deeper  ;  that  diff^erent  fub- 
je6ls  may  be  expofed  to  different  degrees  of  heat  from  one  fire  ;  and 
that  it  keeps  the  veflTels  fleady.  The  fand  made  choice  of  fhouid 
be  a  large  coarfe  grained  kind,  feparated  from  the  finer  parts  by 
wafhing,  and  from  little  ftones  by  the  fieve. 


Coating  of  Glajfes,  and  Lutes, 

Some  procefles  require  to  be  performed  avith  glafs  vefleis  in  a 
naked  fire.  For  thefe  purpofes,  veffels  made  of  tlie  thinneft  glafs 
(tiould  be  chofen  ;  for  thefe  bear  the  fire;  without  cracking,  much 
better  than  thofe  which  are  thicker  and  in  appearance  flronger. 

All  glafles,  or  other  veffels  that  are  apt  to  crack  in  the  fire,  muft 
be  cautioufly  nealed,  that  is,  heated  by  flow  degrees :  and  when  the 
procefs  is  finifhed,  tliey  ftiould  be  as  flowly  cooled,  unlefs  where 
the  veflTel  is  to  be  broken  to  get  out  the  preparation,  as  in  fonie 
iublimations  :  in  this  cafe  it  is  more  advifeable  to  expofe  the  hot 
glafs  fuddenly  to  the  cold  air,  which  will  foon  occafion  it  to  crack, 
than  to  endanger  throwing  down  the  fublimed  matter  among  the 
faeces  by  a  blow. 

As  a  defence  from  the  violence  of  the  fire,  and  to  prevent  the 
•  conta£l  of  cold  air  on  fupplying  frefli  fuel,  &c.  the' glafs  is  to  be 
coated  over,  to  the  thicknefs  of  about  half  a  crown,  with  Wind- 
for  loam,  foftcned  with  water  into  a  proper  confiftcnce,  and  beaten 
upWith  fome  horfe-dung,  or  with  the  otiier  clayey  compoiltions 
already  mentioned. 

Thefe  compofili()ns  ferve  alfo  as  a  lute,  for  fecuring  thejunftures 
ofthevcflTcls  in  the  diftillation  of  the  volatile  falts  and  fpirits  «f 
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animals  :  for  the  diftiUation  of  acid  fpirits,  tl\e  matter  may  be  moift- 
ened  with  a  Iblution  of  tixt  alkaline  fak  iiiflead  of  water.  For 
molt  other  purpoles,  a  piece  of  wet  bladder,  or  a  pafte  of  flour  aod 
water,  or  of  linfeed  meal  (that  is,  the  cake  left  after  .the  expreflion 
of  oil  of  linfeed),  are  fufficient  lutes. 

Clay  and  chalk  are  fometimes  mixed  up  into  a  parte,  and  fpread 
upon  flips  of  paper ;  and  fometimes  gum  arabic  is  ufed  inftead  of 
clay,  and  mixed  up  in  the  Aime  manner.  Where  very  elaftic  fleams 
are  to  be  condenfed,  we  are  often  obliged,  even  where  the  common 
lutes  are  employed,  to  leave  or  make  an  opening,  which  may  be 
occafionally  Hopped  by  a  plug  :  by  this  means  a  paffage  may  be 
given  to  a  part  of  tliefe  vapours,  which  prevents  the  burftlng  of  the 
vefll-ls,  and  facilitates  the  condenfation  of  the  reft.  If  we  wifli 
collect  incondenfible  vapours,  we  receive  them  into  a  jar  inverted 
under  a  bafon  of  water,  or  quickfilver,  as  is  ufually  done  in  the 
analylis  of  vegetables  by  fire. 

Vejfels. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  aiter  here  into  a  particular  detail  of  the 
pharmaceutical  inftruments,  as  \ye  lliall  have  occalion  to  mention 
the  principal  of  them  in  the  following  chapter,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
feveral  operations  to  which  they  are  refpedtlvely  fubfervient.  In 
this  place  I  fliall  only  give  the  operator  a  few  general  cautions 
with  regard  to  the  matter  of  the  veflTels  defigned  for  containing  the 
fuhject. 

Metalline  veflTels  poflTefs  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  bear  fud- 
den  alterations  of  heat  and  cold,  and  of  being  very  ftrong,  fo  as  to 
be  capable  of  confining  elaftic  fteams ;  but,  except  thofe  of  gold  or 
Idver,  are  corroded  by  acids,  even  by  the  mild  ones  of  the  vegetable 
kingdom.  Copper  ones  are  corroded  alfo  by  alkaline  liquors,  and 
by  iome  neutral  ones,  as  folutions  of  fal  ammoniac  :  it  is  obfervable, 
that  vegetable  acids  do  not  a£l  upon  copper  by  boiling,  fo  much  as 
by  ftanding  in  the  cold;  for  even  lemon-juice  may  be  boiled  in  a 
clean  copper  vcflTel,  without  receiving  from  it  any  tafte  or  ill  qua- 
lity ;  whereas,  in  the  cold,  it  foon  diflblves  fo  much  as  to  contradt 
a  pernicious  taint.  The  tin,  with  which  copper  veffels  are  ufually 
lined,  gives  likewife  a  fenilble  impregnation  to  acid  juices  ;  aqd 
this  impregnation  alfo  is  probably  not  innocent,  more  efpecially  as 
a  quantity  of  lead  is  commonly  mixed  widi  the  tin. 

From  the  want  of  tranfparency  in  thefe  veflels,  we  are  alfo  de- 
prived of  the  advantage  of  feeing  the  different  changes  during  the 
operation. 

The  common  EARTHEN  veflels  are  of  a  loofe  porous  texture,  and 
hence  are  apt  to  imbibe  a  confiderable  quantity  of  certain  liquids, 
particularly  of  thofe  of  the  faline  kind  ;  which  foon  difcover  their 
penetrating  the  vcITel,  by  fliooting  into  laline  efflorgfcenccs  on  the 
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outfide.  TTiofe  which  are  glazed  have  their  glazing  corroded 
by  acids  ;  by  vinegar,  and  the  acid  juices  of  fruits,  as  well  as  by 
the  ftronger  acids  of  the  mineral  kingdom.  And  as  this  glazing 
confifts  cliiefly  of  vitritied  lead,  the  impregnation,  which  it  com- 
municates to  thefe  liquors,  is  of  a  very  dangerous  kind  :  if  vinegar 
he  boiled  for  forae  time  in  a  glazed  earthen  vcflel,  it  will  yield,  on 
being  infpiffated,  a  true  faccharum  faturni,  that  is,  a  fait  compofed 
of  lead  and  tlie  acetous  acid  :  but  of  all  kinds  oi  earlhcn-ware,  the 
tnoft  perfect  is  porcelain  ;  compofed  of  the  fineft  clay  mixed  with  a 
ftony  matter,  capable  of  melting  in  a  violent  heat. 

A  method  has  been  difcovereu  of  imitating  porcelain,  by  melting 
tht  coarfer  kinds  of  glafs  with  a  miicture  of  land  and  clay  :  — this  is 
much  ftronger  than  glafs,  and  bears  the  mofl  fuddcn  changes  of 
heat  and  cold  that  we  have  occafion  to  apply. 

The  vefTels  called,  from  their  hardnefs  and  compadtnefs,  stone 
WARE,  are  in  good  meafure  free  from  the  inconveniences  of  the 
coarl'er  earthen  ones.  Their  glazing,  being  a  part  of  the  clay  it- 
felf  iuperficially  vitrified  by  means  of  the  fumes  of  cpnmion  fait, 
appears  to  be  proof  againft  acids. 

Glass  veflels  fufFer  no  corrofion,  and  give  no  taint  in  any  of  the 
pharmaceutic  operations.  When  therefore  thcv  are  made  of  a  proper 
thinnefs,  when  they  are  well  annealed,  and  when  blown  into  a  fphe- 
rical  form,  fo  that  the  heat  may  be  equally  applied,  they  are  preferable 
to  all  others,  where  great  and  fudden  changes  of  heat  and  cold  are 
rot  to  take  place,  and  where  ftrength  is  not  required  :  what  is  called 
the ^iht  ghifs,  which  contains  a  quantity  of  lead  in  its  compo- 
fition,  is  the  beft  for  chemical  puipofes.  Glafs  veffels,  therefore,  in 
fuch  piOcefles  as  will  admit  their  ufe,  ought  always  to  be  preferred. 

Two  different  kinds  of  weights  are  made  ufe  of  In  this  country  ; 
one  in  the  mcrchnndife  of  gold  and  filver  ;  the  other  for  almoft  all 
goods  befides.  The  firft;  we  call  Troy,  the  latter  Averdupois 
weight, 

The  goldfmjths  divrde  the  Troy  pound  into  twelve  ounces ;  the 
ounce  into  twenty  penny-weights  ;  and  tlie  penny-weight  into 
twenty-four  grains.  The  Averdupois  pound  is  divided  into  fixteen 
ounces  ;  and  the  ounce  into  eight  parts,  called  drachms. 

The  pound  of  the  London  and  Edinburgh  difpenfatories  (which 
is  the  only  one  made  ufe  of  in  this  work)  is  that  of  the  goldfmiths, 
divided  in  the  following  manner  : 

* 

The  Pound    ■^  rtwelve  Ounces. 

The  Ounce  (  contains  ^/S'^^^^'^^'r* 
The  Drachm  C  _  j  three  Scruples. 

The  Scruple  )   '  (.twenty  Grains. 

The  grain  is  equal  to  the  goldlmith's  grain. 
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The  medical  or  Troy  pound  is  lefs  than  the  Averdupois,  but  the 
ounce  and  the  drachm  greater.  The  Troy  pound  contains  5670 
grains  ;  the  Averdupois  7000  grains.  The  Troy  ounce  contains 
480  grains  ;  the  Avprdupois  only  437^.  The  Troy  drachm  60 ;  the 
Averdupois  drachm  fomewhat  more  than  27.  Eleven  drachms  Aver- 
dupois are  equal  to  five  drachms  Troy ;  twelve  ounces  Averdupois  lo 
nearly  eleven  ounces  Troy ;  and  nineteen  pounds  Averdupois  to 
fomewhat  more  than  twenty-three  pounds  Troy. 

Thefe  differences  in  our  weights  have  occafioned  great  confufion 
in  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  As  the  druggifts  and  grocers  fell  by 
the  Averdupois  weight,  the  apothecaries  have  not  in  general  kept 
any  weights  adjufted  to  the  Troy  pound  greater  than  two  drachms, 
ufing  for  all  above  Averdupois.  By  this  means  it  is  apparent,  that 
in  all  compofitions,  where  the  ingredients  are  prefcribed  fome  by 
pounds  and  others  by  ounces,  they  are  taken  in  a  wrong  proportion 
to  each  other  ;  and  the  fame  happens  when  they  are  diretSed  in  lelT- 
er  denominations  than  the  ounce,  as  thefe  fubdivifions,  ufed  by  the 
apothecaries,  are  made  to  a  different  ounce.  But  thefe  differences 
are  now  happily  removed. 


JMeafures. 

The  meafures  employed  with  us  in  pharmacy  are  the  common 
wine  meafures. 

A  Gallon     "1  r  eight  Pints  ^//W^. 

The  Pint      >  contains  ^  fixteen  Ounces.  ' 
The  Ounce  j  t  sight  Drachms. 

By  a  fpoonful  is  underftood,  in  the  London  difpenfatory,  the 
meafure  of  half  an  ounce  ;  in  the  Edinburgh,  half  an  ounce  weight 
in  fyrups,  and  three  drams  in  diftilled  waters. 

Though  the  pint  is  called  by  Latin  writers  libra  or  pound,  there 
is  not  any  known  liquor  of  which  a  pint  meafure  anfwers  to  that 
weight.  A  pint  of  the  higheft  redlified  fpirit  of  wine  exceeds  a 
pound  by  above  half  an  oupce  ;  a  pint  of  water  exceds  it  by  up- 
wards of  three  ounces  ;  and  a  pint  of  oil  of  vitriol  weighs  more 
than  two  pounds  and  a  quarter. 

In  the  laft  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopeia,  meafures  arc 
^  entirely  rcjcfled  ;  and  the  Troy  weight  is  ufed  in  direiSting  the 
quantity  either  of  folid  or  fluid  fubftances.-^AIl  poffible  care  i^ 
however  taken,  that  the  proportions  of  the  finiples  and  flrength  of 
the  compounds  (hould  neither  b^  increafed  nor  diminiflied  by  this 
alteration. 

A  table  of  the  weights  of  certain  meafures  of  different  fluids  may 
on  many  occafions  be  ufcfui,  both  for  aflifting  the  operator  in  re- 
gulating their  proportions  in  certain  cafes,  and  for  fliewing  the  com- 
parative gravities  of  the  fluids  ihemfelves.  I  have  therefore  drawn 
^  Pi 
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lip  fuch  a  table  for  a  pint,  an  ounce,  and  a  drachm  meafure,  of  thofe 
liquids  whofe  gravity  has  been  determined  by  experiments  that  caii 
be  relied  on.  The  wine  gallon  contains  231  cubic  inches,  whence 
the  pint  contains  28|;  the  ounce  and  the  drain  i^l-  of  a 

pubic  inch. 

Td^/e  of  the  weights  of  different  fluids. 


Inflammable  Spirits. 

yElhereal  Spirit  of  Wine  . 
Highly-redlified  Spirit  of  Wine  . 
Common-retStified  Spirit  of  Wine 
Proof  Spirit  ....... 

Dulcified  Spirit  of  Salt  .  .  . 
Dulcified  Spirit  of  Nitre 


Wines, 


Burgundy 
Red  Port 
Canary 


Oil  Olive  . 
J^infeed  Oil 


Expressed  Oils. 


Essential  Oils. 


Oil  of  Turpentine  . 
of  Orange  Peel 
of  Juniper  Berries 
of  Rofemary 
of  Origanum 
of  Caraway  Seeds 
of  Nutmegs 
of  Savin 
of  Hyflbp 
of  Cummin  Seed 
of  Mint 
of  Pennyroyal 
of  Dill  Seed 
of  Fennel  Seed  , 
<uf  Cloves  , 
of  Cinnamon 
pf  Saflafras  ^ 


14  I  36 

15  6  40 


14  o 
14  2 


12  I 


426 

456 
475 


420 
428 


Ounce 

Drachm 

Pint  ■weighs 

meafure 

meafure 

wciglis 

weighs 

t    a  ^ 

in 

cn 

0    ^  q 
=■     "  -3 

a 
'« 

3      a  2 

so 

*c3 
SO 

11    I  36 

42 

12  5  20 

380 

47l 

13  2  40 

400 

50 

14  1  36 

426 

53t 

14  4  48 

438 

55i 

15  2  40 

460 

57-^ 

364 

451: 

408 

51 

419 

521- 

430 

531 

432 

54 

432 

54 

436 

54i 

443 

551- 
55-1 

443 

448 

56 

448 

56 

450 

56^ 

457 

57t 

458 

57i 

476 

59^ 

476 

49f 

503 

62f 
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Ounce 


Pint  weighs 

meafurc 
■weighs 

meafiire 
weighs 

Alkaune  liquors. 

Lixivium  faponarium,  Pharm.  Lond,  . 
Snirit  ot  Sal  ammoniac        .        .  . 
Strong  Soapboilers'  ley 
Lixivium  tartari  .... 

«J     -  2 

"    0  .5 
S    «  « 

a    >-  i- 

16  0  0 

17  I  10 

17  6  24 
24  0  0 

.2 

a 
fib 

480 

J  '■4-4 

534 
720 

lA 
a 
'3 
w 

60 
64.!- 

90 

Acid  liquors. 

Wine  Vinegar  .... 
Beer  Vinegar  .... 

nhiihfr's  Snirif  nf  Sail- 

Glauber's  Spirit  of  Nitre 

Strong  oil  of  Vitriol       .        .  , 

15  3  44 
15  6  56 

17  4  0 
20  2  40 
28  5  .20 

464 
476 

525 
610 

860 

V 

58 
59i 

o5r 

107  i- 

Animal  FLUIDS. 

Urine  ...... 

Afles'  Milk  

Blood 

15  5  20 

15  0  40 

16  0  0 
16  I  4 

470 

475 
480 

484 

58^ 

59-2: 

60 

"Waters. 

Diftilled  Water       •       .       .  . 
Rain  Water  .... 
Spring  Water 

Sea  V/ ater  

Quicksilver  . 

TCI  Co 

15  2  40 

15  3  12 
15  5  20 
214  5  20 

460 
462 

470 

6440 

57 
57^ 
57i 
58^ 
80s 

[  4«  3 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Of  the  Pharmaceutical  Operations. 

S  E  C  T.  I. 

Solution. 

Solution  is  an  intimate  commixture  of  folid  bodies  with  fluids 
into  one  feemingly  homogeneous  hquor.  The  diflblving  fluid  is 
called  a  menstruum  or  solvent;  and  the  body  diflblved,  the  sol- 
vend. 

Solution  caniiot  take  place  unlefs  one  of  the  bodies  be  in  a  fluid 
ftate,  and  this  fluidity  is  afFe£\ed  either  by  water  or  fire :  hence  fo- 
lution  is  faid  to  be  performed  in  the  humid,  or  in  the  dry  way. 

Hence,  if  a  quantity  of  brimftone  be  diflTolved  in  a  folutjon  of  fixed 
alkali,  the  brimftone  is  faid  to  be  diflblved  in  the  humid  way  ;  but  if 
the  brimfl;one  be  diflblved  by  melting  it  in  a  pan  with  the  dry  alkali, 
fhe  folution  is  faid  to  be  done  in  the  dry  way  :  but  one  of  the  fub- 
ftances  is  thrown  into  a  ftate  of  fluidity  by  the  powers  of  heat,  before 
the  folution  takes  place ;  hence  the  re(3:itude  of  the  firft  pofition. 
If  one  of  the  two  bodies  to  be  united  is  tranfparent,  the  folution,  if 
complete,  is  a  tranfparent  compound.  But  if  the  folution  be  opaque 
and  milky,  as  is  the  cafe  with  foap  and  water,  it  is  then  confidered 
as  incomplete. 

The  principal  menftrua  made  ufe  of  in  pharmacy,  are  water,  vi- 
nous fpirits,  oils,  acid,  and  alkaline  liquors. 

.Water,  is  the  menfl:rui]m  of  all  falts,  of  vegetable  gums,  and 
of  animal  gellies.  Of  falls  it  diflblvcs  only  a  determinate  quan- 
tity, though  of  one  kind  of  fait  more  than  another  ;  and  being  thus 
SATURATED,  Icavcs  any  additional  quantity  of  the  fame  fait  un- 
touched. 

Experiments  have  been  made  for  determining  the  quantities  of 
water  which  difl^erent  falts  require  for  the  diflblution.  Mr.  EUer 
lias  given  a  large  fet  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Berlin  for  the  Year  1750,  from  which  the  following 
table  is  extra£ted. 

Table  of  the  folublllty  of  fluids. 
Eight  ounces  by  weight  of  diflilled  water  diflblved 

oz.  dr. 

Of  Refined  Sugar       .       .        .       •       ..       .     24    o  o 
Green  Vitnol       .       .       •       •       •       •       9   4  o 
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'  oz. 

dr. 

gr. 

DiliC    V  /liiwi             •             •             •  * 

9 

O 

O 

W'Fiif^*  Virrlol        •        ■  • 

4 

4 

O 

4 

o 

O 

Piirtfied  Nitre        .        •  • 

• 

4 

o 

O 

Soluble  Tartar            .  • 

4 

o 

O 

C^om iTifin  Sdlt         a         •  • 

3 

4 

o 

Sal  cpmms  • 

4 

o 

Snl  rnthnrtinis  Qlauberi  . 

3 

4 

o 

Seicrnptte's  Sslt             •  • 

O 

o 

o 

Alum       .        •         .  • 

2 

4 

o 

Sal  Ammoniac 

2 

4 

o 

Vitriolated  Tartar  . 

• 

I 

4 

o 

Salt  of  Hartfhorn 

I 

4 

o 

Sugar  of  Lead 

I 

2 

o 

Cream  of  Tartar 

• 

I 

O 

o 

Borax       .  . 

* 

O 

4 

20 

Though  great  care  appears  to  have  been  taken  in  making  thefe 
experiments,  it  is  not  to  be  expefted,  that  the  proportions  of  the 
feveral  falls,  foluble  in  a  certain  quantity  of  water,  will  always  be 
found  exa<Sly  the  fame  with  thofe  juft  fet  down.  Salts  differ  in 
their  folubility,  according  to  the  degree  of  their  purity,  perfeftion, 
anddrvnefs :  the  vitriols,  and  the  artificial  compound  falts  in  general, 
differ  remarkably  in  this  refpeil,  according  as  they  are  more  or  lefs 
impregnated  with  the  acid  ingredient.  Thus  vitriolated  tartar,  per- 
fe<3:ly  neutralifed,  is  extremely  difficult  of  folution.  The  matter 
■which  remains  in  making  Glauber's  fpirit  of  nitre  is  no  other  than  a 
vitriolated  taitar,  and  it  diffolves  fo  difficuhly,  that  the  operator  is 
obliged  to  break  the  retort  in  order  to  get  it  out ;  but  on  adding 
more  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  it  diffolves  with  eafe.  Hence  many  have 
been  tempted  to  ufe  an  over-proportion  of  acid  in  this  preparation, 
and  we  frequently  find  in  the  ihops,  under  the  name  of  vitriolated 
tartar,  this  acid  foluble  fait.  The  degree  of  heat  occafions  alfo  a 
notable  difference  in  the  quantity  of  fait  'taken  up  ;  in  very  cold 
weather,  eight  ounces  of  water  will  diffolve  only  about  one  ounce 
of  nitre  ;  whereas,  in  warm  weather,  the  fame  quantity  will  take 
up  three  ounces  or  more.  To  thcfe  circumflances  are  probably 
owing,  in  great  part,  the  remarkable  differences  in  the  proportional 
folubilities  of  falts,  as  determined  by  different  authors.  It  is  obferv- 
ablc,  that  common  fait  is  lefs  affeiled  in  its  folubility,  by  a  variation 
■  f  heat,  than  any  other  fait;  for  water,  in  a  temperate  ftate  will 
diffolve  nearly  as  much  of  it  as  very  hot  wal^r ;  and  accordingly 
this  is  the  fait  in  which  the  different  experiments  agree  tlie  beft.  In 
the  cxperimentS'of  Hoffmann,  Neumann,  and  Petit,  the  proportion 
of  this  fait,  on  a  rcdudlion  of  the  nunibcrs,  conies  out  cxadly  the 
feme,  viz.  three  ounces  of  the  fait  to  eight  of  water.  Dr.  Brown- 
jigg  rnakcs  the  quantity  of  fait  a  little  more  ;  Dr.  Grew,  a  drachm  and 
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a  fcruple  more;  and  Ellcr,  as  appears  in  the  above  table,  four 
drams  more.  So,  in  the  ti  ials  of  fix  different  perfons,  made  proba- 
bly in  dilFerent  circumftances,  the  gieatcfl  difference  is  onlv  onc- 
lixth  of  the  whole  quantity  of  fait  ;  whereas  in  fome  other  fair's  there 
are  differences  of  twice  or  thrice  the  quantity  of  the  fait.  In  the  ex- 
periments, from  which  the  table  is  drawn,  the  water  was  of  the 
temperature  of  between  40  and  42  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermo- 
meter ;  or  above  freezing  by  about  one-feventh  of  the  interval  be- 
tween freezing  and  the  human  heat. 

Some  falts  omitted  by  Eller  are  here  fubjoined.  The  firft  is  taken 
from  Dr.  Grew,  and  tJie  other  four  from  Neumann. 

Eight  ounces  of  water  diflblved 

oz.    dr.  gr. 

Of  fixt  alkaline  Salt  .  .  .  .  above  800 
Sal  diureticus  ,  .  .  .  .  .800 
Sugar-Candy,  both  brown  and  white  .  .900 
Sugar  of  Milk  .  .  .  .  .  ,  o  2  40 
Effeutial  Salt  of  Sorrel       .       .       .       .       .    o    i  20 

Though  water  takes  up  only  a  certain  quantity  of  one  kind  of 
fait,  yet,  when  faturated  with  one,  it  will  flill  diflblve  fome  portion 
of  another  ;  and,  when  it  can  bear  no  more  of  either  of  thcfe,  it 
will  ftill  take  up  a  third,  without  letting  go  any  of  the  former. 
The  principal  experiments  of  this  kind  that  have  been  made,  relative 
to  pharmaceutic  fubjedls,  are  exliibited  in  the  following  table,  of 
which  the  two  firfl  articles  are  from  Grew,  and  the  others  from 
Eller. 


Water,  32  parts  by  weight,*^ 


fully  faturated  with 

diflblved  afterwards. 

Parts. 

Nitre 

.    Sal  ammoniac 

10 

Common  Salt 

.  Nitre 

10 

Sal  ammoniac 

Nicre 

.    Fixt  Alkali 

7 

Common  Salt 

Common  Salt 

.    Nitre,  near 

2 

Fixt  Alkali 

Volatile  alkali 

.  Nitre 

•  4 

Sugar 

Sal  ammoniac 

.    Common  Salt 

Soluble  Tartar 

.  Nitre 

2 

Vitriolatcd  Tartar 

.    Fixt  Alkali 

2 

Glauber's  Salt 

.  Nitre 

I 

Sugar 

Epfom  Salt 

.  Sugar 

.  6 

Borax 

,    Fixt  Alkali 

2 

In  regard  to  the  other  clafs  of  bodies  for  which  water  is  a  men- 
flruum,  viz.  thofe  of  the  gummy  and  gelatinous  kind,  there  is  no 
determinate  point  of  faturation :  the  water  unites  readily  with  any 
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proportions  of  them,  forming,  with  difPercnt  quantities,  liquors  of 
dirFerent  conlillenccs.  This  fluid  takes  up  likewife,  when  affifted 
by  trituration,  the  vegetable  gummy  refins,  as  ammoniacum  and 
myrrh  ;  the  folutions  of  which,  though  imperfect,  that  is,  not 
tranfparent,  but  turbid,  and  of  a  milky  hue,  are  neverthelefs  appli- 
cable to  valuable  purpofes  in  medicine.  It  mingles  with  vinous 
fpirits,  with  acid  and  alkaline  liquors,  not  with  oils,  but  imbibes 
fome  of  the  more  fubriie  parts  of  cflTcntial  oils,  fo  as  to  become  im- 
pregnated with  their  fmell  and  tafte. 

Rectified  spirit  of  wine  is  the  mentlruuni  of  the  effential  oils; 
refnis  and  camphor  of  vegetables;  of  the  pure  diflilled  oils,  and 
feveral  of  the  colouring  and  medicinal  parts  of  animals  ;  of  fome 
mineral  bituminous"  fubftances,  as  of  ambergris  ;  and  of  foaps, 
though  it  does  not  aft  upon  the  expreffed  oil  and  fixt  alkaline  fait, 
of  which  foap  is  compofed  ;  whence,  if  foap  contain  any  fuperflu- 
ous  quantity  of  either  the  oil  or  fait,  it  may,  by  means  of  this  men- 
ftruum,  be  excellently  purified  therefrom.  It  diffblves,  by  the 
affiicance  of  hear,  volatile  alkaline  falts;  and,  more  readily,  the 
neutral  ones,  compofed  either  of  fixed  alkali  and  the  acetous  acid, 
as  the  fal  diureticus,  or  of  volatile  alkali  and  the  nitrous  acid,  as  alfo 
the  fait  of  amber,  &c.  It  mingles  with  water  and  with  acids  ;  not 
with  alkaline  lixivia. 

Oils  diffolve  vegetable  refins  and  balfams,  wax,  animal  fats,  mi- 
neral bitumens,  fulphur,  and  certain  metallic  fubftances,  particu- 
larly lead.  The  expreffed  oils  are,  for  nioft  of  thefe  bodies,  more 
powerful  menftrua  than  thofe  obtained  by  diftillation  ;  as  the  former 
are  more  capable  of  fuftaining,  without  injury,  a  ftrong  hear, 
which  is,  in  moft  cafes,  neceffary  to  enable  them  to  aft.  Ic  is  faid, 
that  one  ounce  of  fulphur  will  diffolve  in  three  ounces  of  exprcfled 
oil,  particularly  that  of  linfeed,  but  requires  fix  ounces  of  effential 
oil,  as  that  of  turpentine. 

All  ACIDS  diffolve  alkaline  falts,  alkaline  earths,  and  metallic 
fubftances.  The  different  acids  differ  greatly  in  their  adion  upon 
tliefe  laft  ;  one  diffolving  only  fome  particular  metals  ;  and  anotlier, 
others. 

The  vegetable  acids  diffolve  a  confidcrablc  quantity  of  zinc,  iron, 
copper,  lead,  and  tin  ;  and  extradl;  fo  much  from  the  metallic  part 
of  antimony,  as  to  become  powerfully  emetic  :  they  diffolve  lead 
more  readily,  if  the  metal  be  previoufly  calcined  by  tire,  than  in  its 
metallic  ftatc. 

The  marine  acid  diffolves  zinc,  iron,  and  copper  ;  and  though  it 
fcarce  a£ls  on  any  other  mctaHic  fubftancc,  in  the  common  way  of 
miking  folutions,  it  may  ncvcriliclefs  be  artfullv  combined  with 
them  all  except  gold  :  the  corrofive  fublimate,  and  antimonial  cauf- 
tic  of  the  fhops,  are  combinations  of  it  with  mercury  and  the  mc- 
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tallic  part  of  antimony,  efFedted  by  applying  the  acid,  in  the  form  of 
Jume,  to  the  fubjeds,  at  the  fame  time  alfo  ftrongly  heated. 

The  nitrous  acid  is  the  common  menflruum  of  all  metallic  fub»« 
fiances,  except  gold  and  tlie  metallic  part  of  antimony  ;  of  which, 
two,  the  proper  folvcnt  is  a  mixture  of  the  nitrous  and  mai  ine  acids, 
called  aaita  rcg'^. 

The  vitriolic  acid,  diluted  with  water,  cafily  diflblvcs  zinc  and 
iron  :  in  its  concentrated  ftate,  and  affiled  by  a  boiling  licat,  it  may 
be  made  fo  corrode,  or  imperfedlly  diflblve,  mofl:  of  die  other 
metals. 

The  aerial  acid  diffolves  zinc,  iron,  and  calcareous  earth :  and 
thofe  folutions  muft  be  condii<Slcd  without  heat. 

Alkaline  lixivia  diflblve  oils,  refinous  fubftances,  and  fulphur. 
Their  power  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  addition  of  quick-lime  :  in- 
ftances  of  which  occur  in  the  preparation  of  foap,  and  in  the  com- 
mon cauftic.  Thus  acuated,  they  reduce  the  flefli,  bones,  and  other 
folid  parts  of  animals,  into  a  gelatinous  matter.  This  increafed 
acrimony,  in  the  alkaline  fixed  falts,  is  owing  to  the  abilraclion  of 
their  fix^d  air  ;  tliat  acid  having  a  greater  attradlion  for  quick-lime, 
than  alkali. 

Solutions  made  in  water,  and  in  fpirit  of  wine,  poflefs  the  virtues 
of  the  body  diffolved  ;  while  oils  generally  flieathe  its  ad^ivity  ;  and 
acids  and  alkalies  vary  its  quality.  Hence  ivatcry  and  fpirituous  li- 
quors are  the  proper  mevjirua  of  the  native  virtues  of  vegetable  and 
animal  matters. 

Moft  of  the  foregoing  folutions  are  eaCly  efFedled,  by  pouring 
the  menftruum  on  tiie  body  to  be  diffolved,  and  fufFering  them  to 
iland  together  for  fonie  time,  expofed  to  a  fuitable  warmth.  A 
ftrong  heat  is  generally  requifite  to  enable  oils  and  alkaline  liquors 
to  perform  their  office:  nor  will  acids  a6l  on  fome  metallic  bodies 
without  its  affi fiance.  The  adlion  of  watery  and  fpirituous  men- 
i^rua  is  hkewifc  expedited  by  a  moderate  heat ;  though  the  quantify, 
which  thev  afterwards  keep  diffolved,  is  not,  as  fome  fuppofe,  by 
this  means  increafed  :  all  that  heat  occafions  thefe  to  take  up,  more 
than  thev  would  do  in  a  longer  time  in  the  cold,  will,  when  the 
heat  ceafcs,  fubfide  again  :  this  at  leafl  is  mofl  commonly  the  cafe, 
though  there  may  be  fome  inflances  of  the  contrary. 

The  atlion  of  acids  on  the  bodies  which  they  difTolve,  is  gene- 
rallv  accompanied  with  heat,  efFervefcence,  and  a  copious  difchargc 
of  fumes.  The  fumes  which  arifc  during  the  difTolution  of  fome 
metals  in  the  vitriolic  acid,  prove  inflammable  :  hence,  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  artificial  vitriols  of  iron  and  zinc,  the  operator  ought 
to  be  careful,  efpecially  wliere  the  folution  is  made  in  a  narrow- 
mouthed  vefTel,  left,  by  the  imprudent  approach  of  a  candle,  ihe 
exhalino-  vapour  be  fet  on  fire.  — This  vapour  is  the  inflammable  air 
of  Dr.  FrielHey,  and  other  modern  chemifts. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  folution,  in  which  the  moiflure  of 
the  air  is  the  menftruum.     Fixe  alkaline  falts  and  thofe  of  tlie 
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neutral  kinJ,  compofed  of  alkaline  falts,  and  the  vegetable  acids, 
or  of  foluble  earths,  and  any  acid  except  tlie  vitriolic,  and  fome  me- 
tallic falts,  on  being  expofed  for  fome  time  to  a  moifl:  air,  gra- 
dually attract  its  humidity,  and  at  length  become  liquid.  Some 
fubftances,  not  diflbluble  by  the  application  of  water  in  its  groffer 
form,  as  the  butter  of  antimony,  are  eafily  liquefied  by  this  flow 
aclioii  of  the  aerial  moifture.    This  proceis  is  termed  r> eh qua- 

TIOX. 


SECT.  II. 

Extra^ioN, 

The  I  iquors  which  diffolve  certain  fubflances  in  their  pure  fiate, 
ferve  likewife  to  extras  them  from  admixtures  of  other  matter. 
Thus  rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  the  menftruum  of  eflential  oils  and 
refihs,  takes  up  the  virtues  of  the  relinous  and  oily  vegetables  ;  as 
water  does  thofe  of  the  mucilaginous  and  faline  ;  the  inadlive  earthy 
parts  remaining  untouched  by  both.  Water  extra6ls  likewife  from 
many  plants,  Aibftances,  upon  which  by  themfelves  it  has  little 
effect  :  even  effential  oils  beingj  as  we  have  formerly  obferved, 
rendered  foluble  in  that  fluid,  by  the  admixture  of  gilmmy  and  faline 
matter,  of  which  all  vegetables  participate  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree. 
Thus  many  of  the  aromatic  plants,  and  moft  of  the  bitters  and 
aflringents,  yield  their  virtues  to  this  menflruum. 

Extraction  is  performed  by  macerating  or  steeping  the  fub- 
jecl  in  its  appropriated  menftruum,  in  the  cold  ;  or  digesting  or 
CIRCULATING  them,  in  a  moderate  warmth  ;  or  infusxng  the 
plant  in  the  boiling  liquor,  and  fufFering  them  to  ftand  in  a  covered 
veffcl  till  grown  cold  ;  or  adlually  Boiling  them  together  for  fome 
time :  but  if  the  vegetable  matter  is  itfelf  fucculent  and  watery,  it  is 
fometimes  only  neceflary  to  exprefs  the  juice,  and  evaporate  it  to  the 
proper  confiftence. 

The  term  dlgeji'ion  is  fometimes  ufed  for  maceration,  and,  in  this 
cafe,  the  procefs  is  diredled  to  be  performed  ivithout  heat :  where 
this  circumftance  is  not  exprefled,  digeftion  always  implies  the,ufe 
of  heat.  Circulation  differs  from  digeftion  only  in  this ;  that  the 
fteam,  into  which  a  part  of  the  liquor  is  refolved  by  the  heat,  is, 
by  means  of  a  proper  difpofition  of  the  veffels,  condenfed  and  con- 
veyed back  upon  the  fubjedl.  Digeftion  is  ufually  performed  in  a 
matrafs  [ox  bolthcad),  Florence  flafk,  or  the  like /either  of  which 
may  be  converted  into  a  circulatory  vejfel,  by  inverting  another  into 
the  mouth,  and  fecuring  the  juncture  with  a  piece  of  wet  bladder. 
A  finglc  matrafs,  if  its  neck  be  very  long  and  narrow,  will  anfwer 
the  purpofe  as  effectually ;  the  vapour  cooling  and  condenfing  be- 
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fore  It  can  rife  to  the  top.  In  a  vefl'el  of  this  kind,  even  fpirit  of 
wnie,  one  of  the  moft  volatile  liquors  \vc  know,  may  be  boiled 
V'ithout  any  confiderable  lofs.  The  ufe  of  this  inflruraent  is  like- 
wife  free  from  any  inconvenience,  which  may,  in  fonie  cafes,  at- 
tend the  other,  of  the  uppermoft  veffel  being  burfl:  or  thrown  off. 
As  the  long-necked  matraflics  here  recommended  are  difficultly  filled 
or  emptied,  and  likevvife  very  dear,  a.  long  glafs  pipe  may  be  occa- 
fionally  luted  to  the  Ihorter  ones. 

Heat  greatly  expedites  extradtion  ;  but  by  thefe  means  proves  as 
injurious  to  fome  fubflances,  by  occafioning  the  mcnflruum  to  take 
tip  their  grofler  and  more  ungrateful  parts,  as  it  is  neceflary  for  en- 
abling it  to  extradl  the  virtues  of  others.  Thus  guaiacum  or  log- 
wood impart  little  to  aqueous  liquors,  without  a  boiling  heat,  whiift 
even  a  fmall  degree  of  vvarmth  proves  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  fine 
bitter  of  carduus  benedidlus.  This  plant,  which,  infufed  in  boiling, 
or  digefted  in  fenfibly  hot  water,  gives  a  naufeous  tafte,  fo  ofFenfive 
to  the  ftomach  as  to  promote  vomiting,  yields  to  the  cold  element  a 
grateful  balfamic  bitter. 

As  heat  promotes  the  diffolving  power  of  liquids,  fo  cold,  on 
the  other  hand,  diminifhes  it.  Hence  tinCiures,  or  extradtions 
made  by  a  confiderable  heat,  depofit  in  cold  weather  a  part  of  their 
contents,  and  thus  become  proportionably  weaker .  a  circumjiance 
which  deferves  particular  regard. 


SECT.  IIL 


Depuration. 

There  are  different  methods  of  depurating  or  purifying  h'qnors 
from  their  feculencies,  according  as  the  liquor  itfelt  is  more  or  leffe 
tenacious,  or  the  feculent  matter  of  greater  or  lefj  gravity.. 

Thin  fluids  readily  depofit  their  more  ponderous  impurities,  upon 
Handing  at  refi.  for  fome  lime,  in  a  cool  place;  and  may  then  be 
DECANTED,  or  poured  off-"  clear,  by  inclining  the  veffel. 

Glutinous,  undluous,  or  thick  fubfl;ances,  are  to  be  liquefied 
1)y  a  fuitable  heat  ;  when  the  groffer  feculencies  will  fall  to  the  bot- 
tom ;  the  lighter  arifing  to  the  furface,  to  be  despumated  or 
fcummed  off. 

Where  the  impurities  are  neither  fo  ponderous  as  to  fubfidc  freely 
to  the  bottom,  nor  fo  light  as  to  a  rife  readily  to  tlie  furface  ;  they 
may  be  feparaied  in  a  great  meafure  by  colature  through  ffrain- 
ers  of  linen,  woollen,  or  other  cloth  i,«nd  more  perfeiSlIy  by  fil- 
tration through  a  foft  bibulous  kind  of  paper  made  for  this  ule. 

The  grey  paper,  which  qovers  pill-boxes  as  they  come  from 
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abroad,  is  one  of  the  beft  for  this  purpofe  :  it  does  not  eafiJy  brealc 
when  wetted,  or  tinge  the  hquor  which  paffes  througii  it,  which 
the  reddilh  fort,  called  blcffom  paper,  frequently  does.  The  paper  is 
fupporced  bv  a  funnel,  or  piece  of  canvas  fixed  in  a  frame.  When 
the  funnel  is  ufed,  it  is  convenient  to  put  fome  ftraws  or  fmall  Iticks 
between  the  paper  and  its  fides,  to  prevent  the  weigiit  of  the  liquor 
from  prefling  the  paper  fo  clofe  to  it,  as  not  to  allow  room  for  this 
fluid  to  tranfude.  In  fome  cafes  a  funnel  made  of  wire  is  put  betwixt 
the  paper  and  the  glafs  funnel.  There  is  alfo  a  kind  of  glafs-funncl, 
with  ridges  down  its  lides,  made  on  purpofe  for  this  ufe. 

Glutinous  and  untluous  liquors,  which  do  not  ealily  pafs  through 
the  pores  of  a  filter  or  ftrainerj  are  clarified,  by  beating  thenx 
up  with  the  whites  of  eggs^  which,  concreting  or  growing  hard- 
when  heated,  and  entangling  the  impure  .matter,  arife  with  it  to  the 
furface  :  the  mixture  is  to  be  gently  boiled,  till  the  fcum  begins  to 
break,  when  the  veflel  is  to  be  removed  from  the  fire,,  the  crull  tak- 
en ofF,  ar.ci  the  liquor  pafled  through  a  flannel  bag. 

Dccantation,  colature,  and  filtration,  are  applicable  to  moft  of 
the  medicated  liquors  that  ftand  in  need  of  purification.  Defpuma- 
tion  and  clarification  very  rarely  have  place ;  fince  thefe,  along 
with  the  impurities  of  the  liquor,  frequently  feparate  its  medicinal 
parts.  Thus,  if  the  decodtion  of  poppy  heads,  for  making  diaco- 
dium,  Its  folicitoufiy  fcummed  or  clarified,  the  medicine  will  lofp 
akmofl:  all  that  the  poppies  communicated,  and  iiiftead  of  a  mild 
opiate,  turn  out  little  other  than  a  plain  fyrup  of  fugar. 

It  may  he  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  common  forts  of  filtering 
paper  are  apt  to  communicate  a  difagreeable  flavour  :  and,  hence^' 
in  filtering  fine  bitters,  or  other  liquors,  whofe  gratefulnefs  is  of 
primary  ccnfequence,  the  part,  which  paiTes  through  firfl:,  ought  to 
be  kept  apart  for  inferior  purpofes. 


SECT.  IV. 

Cryjlallization, 

ATLR,  affifted  by  heat,  diflTolves  a  larger  propoi'tion  of  falinc 
'  fubftances  than  it  can  retain  when  grown  cold  :  hence,  on  the 
abatement  of  the  heat,  a  part  of  the  fait  fcparates  from  the  men- 
ftruum,  and  concretes  at  the  fides  and  bottom  of  the  vefifeL  The 
concretions,  unlefs  too  haftily  formed  by  the  fudden  cooling  of  the 
liquor,  or  difturbed  in  their  coalcfcence  by  agitation,  or  other  like 
cuufes,  prove  tranfparent,  and  of  regular  figures,  refembling  in  ap- 
pearance the  natural  fprig-cRVSTALS. 

Salts,  difl^jlvcd  in  a  large  quantity  of  water,  may,  in  like  manner, 
be  recovered  frora  it  in  their  cryfialline  form,  by  boiling  down  th« 


50 


ELEMENTS  of  PHARMACY. 


Part  T. 


folution,  till  fo  much  of  the  fluid  has  exhaled,  as  that  the  remainder 
will  be  too  little  to  keep  the  fait  diflblvcd  when  grown  perfedly 
cold.  It  is  cultomary  to  continue  the  evaporation,  till  the  fait  fhews 
a  difpofirion  to  concrete  even  from  the  hot  water,  by  forming  a  pel- 
licle on  that  part  which  is  leaft  hot,  viz.  on  the  furface.  If  large, 
beautiful,  and  perfetSly-figured  cryflals  are  required,  this  point  of 
time  is  fomewhat  too  late  :  for  if  the  fait  thus  begin  to  coalefce  whilft 
confiderably  hot,  on  being  removed  into  a  cold  place,  its  particles 
will  run  too  haflily  and  irregularly  together  ;  the  pellicle  at  the  fame 
time  falling  down  through  the  liquor,  and  thus  proving  a  further 
diRurbance  to  the  regularity  of  the  cryflallization. 

In  order  to  perform  this  procefs  in  perfeflion,  the  evaporation 
muft  be  gentle,  and  continued  no  longer  than  till  fome  drops  of  the 
liquor,  let  fall  on  a  cold  glafs  plate,  difcover  cryftalline  fiiamentSw 
When  this  mark  of  fufficient  exhalation  appears,  the  veffcl  is  to  be 
immediately  removed  from  the  fire  into  a  lefs  warm,  but  not  cold 
place,  and  covered  with  a  cloth,  to  prevent  the  accefs  of  cold  air, 
and  confequently  the  formation  of  a  peUicle. 

The  fixed  alkalies,  efpecially  the  mineral,  when  fully  faturated  with 
fixed  air,  or  aerial  acid,  affumc  a  cryftalline  form  ;  but  thefe  cry- 
ilals  are  nor  fo  perfedt  as  when  the  fame  alkalies  are  united  with  the 
other  acids  :  the  volatile  alkalies  cannot  cryltallize,  becaufe  they  ef- 
cape  before  the  menftruum  exhales.  Some  even  of  the  neutral  kind, 
particularly  thofe,  of  which  certain  metallic  bodies  are  the  bafis,  are''^ 
fo  ftrongly  retained  by  the  aqueous  fluid,  as  not  to  exhibit  any  ap- 
pearance of  cryflallization,  unlefs  fome  other  fubftance  be  added, 
with  which  the  water  has  a  greater  affinity.  The  table  of  affinity 
fliews,  that  fuch  a  fubftance  is  fpirit  of  wine  ;  by  the  prudent  addi- 
tion of  which,  thefe  kinds  of  falts  feparate  freely  from  the  menftruum, 
and  form  large  and  beautiful  cryflals,  fcarce  obtainable  by  any  other 
means. 

The  operator  mufl:  be  careful  not  to  add  too  much  of  the  fpirit, 
left,  inftead  of  a  gradual  and  regular  cryftallization,  the  bafis  of  the 
fait  be  haftily  precipitated  in  a  powdery  form.  One  twentieth  part 
of  the  weiglu  of  the  liquor  will  in  mofl:  cafes  be  a  fufficient,  and  in 
fome  too  large  a  quantity. 

Different  falts  require  different  quantities  of  water  to  keep  them 
diffolved:  and,  hence,  if  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  be  dilTolved  in 
this  fluid,  they  wiii  begin  to  feparate  and  cryltallizc  at  different  pe- 
riods of  the  evaporation.  Upon  this  foundation,  falts  are  freed,  not 
onlv  from  fuch  impurities,  as  water  is  not  capable  of  diffolving  and 
carrying  fhrough  the  pores  of  a  filter,  but  likevvife  from  admixtures, 
of  one  another  ;  that  which  requires  moft  water  to  diffoyye  it,  {hoot- 
ing firfl  into  cryftals. — For  further  particulars  refpeding  cryftal- 
lization, fee  Fart  III.  Sect.  VI. 
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SECT.  V, 

Precipitation. 

B  Y  this  operation,  bodies  are  recovered  from  their  folutions,  by- 
means  of  the  addition  of  lome  other  fuliftance,  with  which  eitlier 
the  menftruum,  or  the  body  diflfolvedj  have  a  greater  affinity  than 
they  have  with  each  other. 

Precipitation,  therefore,  is  of  two  kinds;  one,  where  the  fub- 
ftance  fuperadded  unites  with  the  menftruum,  and  occafions  that 
before  diffolved  to  he  thrown  down  ;  the  other,  in  which  it  unites 
with  the  diflblved  body,  and  falls  along  with  it  to  the  bofiom.  Of 
the  firft  we  have  an  example  in  the  precipitation  of  fulphur  from 
alkahne  lixivia,  by  the  means  of  acids  ;  of  the  fecond,  in  the  preci- 
pitation of  mercury  from  aqua-fortis  by  fea-falt,  or  its  acid. 

The  fubjeds  oF  this  operation,  as  well  thofe  which  are  capable 
of  being  precipitated  as  thofe  which  precipitate  them,  will  readily 
appear  from  infpedtion  of  the  tabje  of  affinity.  The  manner  of  per- 
forming it  is  fo  fimple,  as  not  to  ftand  in  need  of  any  particular  di- 
rections ;  no  more  being  required,  than  to  add  the  precipitant  by 
degrees,  fo  long  as  it  continues  to  occafion  any  precipitation.  When 
the  whole  of  the  powder  has  fallen,  it  is  to  be  well  epulcorated, 
that  is,  waflied  in  feveral  frefti  parcels  of  w^ter,  and  afcervvards 
<iried  for  ufe. 

Where  metals  are  employed  as  precipitants,  as  in  the  purification 
of  martial  vitriol  from  copper  by  the  addition  of  frefh  iron,  they 
ought  to  be  perfeilly  clean  and  free  from  any  rufty  or  greafy  matter; 
otiierwife  they  will  not  readily,  if  at  all,  difTulve,  and  conlequently 
the  precipitation  will  not  fucceed  ;  for  the  fubftance  to  be  precipi- 
tated feparates  only  by  the  additional  one's  diiTolving  and  taking  its 
place.  The  feparated  powder,  often,  inftead  of  falling  to  the  bot- 
tom, lodges  upon  the  precipitant,  from  which  it  muft  be  occafionally 
lhaken  off,  for  reafons  fufficiently  obvious. 

Though,  in  this  operation,  the  precipitated  powder  is  generally 
the  part  required  for  ufe,  yet  fome  advantage  may  frequently  be 
made  of  the  liquor  remaining  after  the  precipitation.  Thus,  when 
fixt  alkaline  fait  is  diffolved  in  water,  and  fulphur  diffolved  in  tin's 
iixiviura,  the  addition  of  acids  feparates  and  throws  down  the  ful- 
phur, only  by  virtue  of  the  acid's  uniting  with,  and  neutralizing  tiie 
alkali  by  which  the  fulphur  was  held  diffolved:  confeqiicntly,  if 
the  precipitation  be  made  with  the  vitriolic  acid,  and  the  acid  j^ra- 
dually  dropt  in  till  the  alkali  be  completely  fatiatcd,  that  is,  fo  long 
as  it  continues  to  occafion  any  precipitation  or  tuibidnefs,  the  liq^jor 
will  yield,  by  proper  evaporation  and  cryftaliiialion,  a  neutral  lult 
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compofed  of  the  vitriolic  acid  and  fixt  alkali,  that  is,  vitrlolated  tar- 
tar. In  like  manner,  if  the  precipitation  be  made  with  the  nitrous 
acid,  a  true  nitre  may  be  recovered  from  the  liquor  ;  if  with  the  ma- 
rine, the  fait  called  fpiritus  falls  marini  coagulatus  ;  and  if  with  the 
acid  of  vinegar,  the  ka/i  acetatum. 


S  E  C  T.  VI. 

Evapcraiion, 

T 

J  HIS  is  a  third  method  of  recovering  folid  bodies  from  their  fo- 
lutions,  etFeftcd  by  the  means  of  heat;  'which  evaporating  the  fluid 
part,  that  is,  forcing  it  ofFin  fleam,  the  matter  which  was  diflblved 
therein  is  left  behind  in  its  folid  form. 

The  general  rules  for  evaporating  are,  to  place  the  matter  in  a  flat, 
fhallow,  wide  vfeflel,  fo  that  a  large  furface  of  the  liquor  may  be 
prefented  to  the  air  ;  for  it  is  only  from  the  furface  that  evaporation 
takes  place.  The  degree  of  heat  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the 
volatility  of  the  fubflance  to  be  evaporated,  and  to  the  degree  of  the 
fixity  of  the  matter  to  be  lofl ;  thus  the  lefs  fixed  the  matter  to  be 
left  is,  and  the  more  ftrongly  it  adheres  to  the  volatile  parts,  the  lefs 
the  degree  of  heat  ought  to  be  ;  and  in  fuch  cafes,  too,  a  forcible  cur- 
rent of  air  is  fometimes  fcarcely  admiffible  :  on  the  contrary,  when 
the  matter  to  be  evaporated  is  not  very  volatile,  and  the  matter  to  be 
left  is  very  fixed,  and  does  not  adhere  rtrongly  to  the  volatile  parr, 
the  evaporation  may  be  urged  by  a  ftrong  heat,  aided  by  a  current  of 
air  dircdted  upon  the  furface  of  the  liquor. 

This  procefs  is  applicable  to  the  folutions  of  all  thofe  fubftances 
which  are  lefs  volatile  than  the  menftruum,  or  which  will  not  exhale 
by  the  heat  requifite  for  the  evaporation  of  the  fluid  :  as  the  folutions 
of  fixt  alkaline  falts  ;  of  the  gummy,  gelatinous,  and  other  inodor- 
.ous  parts  of  vegetables  and  animals  in  water  ;  and  ot  many  rcfinous 
and  odorous  fubftances  in  fpirit  of  wine. 

Water  cxtra61s  the  virtues  of  fundry  fragrant  aromatic  herbs, 
almort  as  perfeflly  as  redlified  fpirit  of  wine:  but  the  aqueous  in- 
fufions  are  far  from  being  equally  fuited  to  this  procefs,  with  ihofe 
made  in  fpirit ;  water  carrying  off  the  whole  odour  and  flavour  of 
the  fubje£t,  which  that  lighter  liquor  leaves  entire  behind  it.  Thus 
a  watery  infufion  of  mint  lofes  in  evaporation  the  fmell,  tafte,  and 
virtues  of  the  herb,  while  a  tindture  drawn  with  pure  fpirit,  yields,  on 
•the  fame  treatment,  a  thick  balfamic  liquid,  or  folid  gummy  rcfin, 
extremely  rich  in  the  peculiar  qualities  of  the  mint. 

In  evaporating  thefc  kinds  of  liquors,  particular  care  mufi:  be  had, 
tovvaid.s  the  end  of  the  procefs,  that  the  heat  be  very  gentle  ;  other- 
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wife  the  matter,  as  it  grows  thick,  will  burn  to  the  veffcl,  and  con- 
tra'a  a  difagreeable  Imell  and  talle  :  this  burnt  flavour  is  called  an 
empyreuma.  The  liquor  ought  to  be  kept  nirring  during  the  eva- 
poration  j'otherwife  a  part  of  the  matter  concretes  on  the  furlace 
expoied  to  the  air,  and  forms  a  pellicle  which  impedes  the  further 
evaporation. 


SECT.  VIL 


Dijlillation. 

In  the  foregoing  operation  fluids  are  rarefied  by  heat  into  fteam 
or  vapour,  \\hich  is  fufleied  to  exhale  in  the  air,  but  which  the 
bulinefs  of  dillillation  is  to  colleiSl  and  preferve.  For  this  purpofe 
the  fteam  is  received  in  proper  veflTels,  luted  to  that  in  which  the 
fubjeft  is  contained  ;  and  being  there  cooled,  condenfes  into  a  fluid 
form  again. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  diftillation  ;  by  the  one,  the  more  fubtile 
and  volatile  parts  of  liquors  are  elevated  from  the  groflTer  ;  by  the 
other,  liquids,  incorporated  with  folid  bodies,  are  forced  out  from, 
them  by  vehemence  of  hre. 

To  the  tirft,  belong  the  diftillation  of  the  pure  inflammable  fpirit 
from  vinous  liquors ;  and  of  fuch  of  the  a6iive  parts  of  vegetables 
as  are  capable  of  being  extradled  by  boiling  water  or  fpirit,  and  at 
the  fame  time  arihng  along  with  their  fteam. 

As  boiling  water  extra6ls  or  diflfolves  the  eflTentlal  oils  of  vegeta- 
bles, while  blended  with  the  other  principles  of  the  fubjefb,  without 
faturation,  but  imbibes  only  a  determinate,  and  that  a  fmall,  propor- 
tion of  them  in  their  pure  ftate  ;  as  thefe  oils  are  the  only  fubftances 
contained  in  common  vegetables,  which  prove  totally  volatile  in 
that  degree  of  heat ;  and  as  it  is  in  them  that  the  virtues  of  aro- 
matios,  and  the  peculiar  odour  and  flavour  of  all  plants  refide,  it  is 
evident,  that  water  may  be  impregnated,  by  diftillation,  with  the 
more  valuable  parts  of  many  vegetables  :  that  this  impregnation  is 
limited,  the  oil  arifing  in  this  procefs  pure  from  thofe  parts  of  the 
plant  which  before  rendered  it  foluMe  in  water  without  limitation  ; 
hence  greatcft  part  of  the  oil  feparates  from  the  diftilled  aqueous  li- 
quor, and,  accord  ng  to  its  greater  or  lefs  gravity,  either  ftnks  to  the 
bottom  or  fwims  on  the  furface :  and  that,  confequently,  infufibns 
and  diftilled  waters  are  greatly  diff^erent  from  one  another  ;  that  the 
firft  may  be  rendered  ftronger  and  ftronger  by  pouring  the  liquor 
Oil  frcfti  parcels  of  the  fubjedl  ;  but  that  the  latter  cannot  be  in  like 
manner  improved  by  cohahui  'ing,  or  re-diftilling  them  from  frelh  in- 
gredient*.   Sec  Part  11.  Chap.  V.  SccSl.  II. 

As  tlic  oils  of  iiiuny  vegetables  do  not  freely  diftil  witli  a  lefs 
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heat  than  that  in  which  water  boils  ;  as  redtified  fpirit  of  wine  is 
not  fufceptible  of  this  degree  of  heat ;  and  as  this  menftruum  to- 
tally diflblve?  thefe  oils  in  their  pure  ftate,  it  follows,  that  fpirit 
elevates  tar  lefs  from  moft  vegetables  than  water  ;  bm  that  never- 
thclcfs  the  diflilled  fpirit,  by  keeping  all  that  it  does  elevate  perfectly 
difTolved,  may,  in  fome  cafes,  prove  as  ftrong  of  the  fubjeft  as  the 
difiilled  water.  Tlie  more  gentle  the  heat,  and  the  flower  tlie  diftil- 
lation  goes  on,  the  volatile  parts  arc  the  more  perfcdlly  fcparated  in 
their  native  ftate. 

The  ajjparatus  made  life  of  for  diftilHng  fpirits,  waters,  and  oils, 
confift  of  a  Ji'ilU  or  copper  veffel,  for  containing  the  fuhjett,  on 
which  is  luted  a  large  head  with  a  fvjan  neck.  The  vapour  arifmg 
into  the  head,  is  hence  conveyed  through  a  worm.,  or  long  fpiral 
pips,  placed  in  a  veflel  of  cold  water  called  a  refrigeratory  ;  and 
being  tiiere  condenfed,  runs  down  into  a  receiver.  In  the  fecond 
pan  oi  this  work,  we  lhall  give  fome  improvements  in  this  appa- 
ratus tor  particular  purpofes  ;  with  diredions  for  pertonning  th^ 
feveial  proceflTes  to  the  greateft  advantage. 

It  may  be  obferved,  thai  as  the  parts  which  are  preferved  in  eva* 
poration  cannot  arife  in  diftillation,  the  liquor  remaining  after  the 
diftillation,  properly  depurated  and  inlpiflated,  will  yield  the  lame 
€xtra£ls  as  thofe  prepared  from  the  tindlure  or  decoiSlion  of  the  fub-* 
je6l  made  on  purpoie  for  that  uie  ;  the  one  of  thefe  operations  col* 
le6ling  only  the  volatile  parts,  and  the  other  the  more  flxt  ;  lo  thai 
where  one  fubject  contains  medicinal  parts  of  both  kinds,  tnev  may 
thus  be  obtained  diftinit,  without  one's  being  injured  by  the  pro- 
cefs  which  coUedls  the  other. 

The  fubjeds  of  the  fecond  kind  of  diftillation  are,  the  grofs  oils 
of  vegetables  and  animals;  the  mineral  acid  Ipirits;  and  the  metnllic 
^uid  quicklilver  ;  which,  as  they  require  a  much  ftrongcr  degree  of 
heat  to  elevate  them  than  the  foregoing  liquors  can  futlain,  lb  tliey 
likewife  condenfe  without  arifjng  fo  far  from  the  aftion  of  the  tire. 
The  diftillation  of  thefe  is  performed  in  low  glafs  veffels,  cdled, 
from  their  necks  being  bent  lo  one  fide,  retorts :  to  the  further  enil 
of  the  neck  a  receiver  is  luted,  which  ftanding  without  the  furnace, 
the  vapours  foon  condenfe  in  it,  without  the  ufe  of  a  refrigeratory  : 
nevertlielefs,  to  promote  this  efFe(S>  fome  are  ^ccultomed,  eipecially 
in  warm  weather,  to  cool  the  receiver,  by  occafionallv  applying 
wet  cloths  to  It,  or  keeping  it  partly  immeried  in  a  veflTel  ot  cold 
water. 

The  vapours  of  fome  fubftances  arc  fo  flnggifli,  or  ftrongly  re- 
tained by  a  hxt  matter,  as  fcarce  to  arife  even  over  the  low  neck  of 
the  retott.  Thefe  are  moft  commodioufly  diftilled  in  ftraight- 
necktd  earthen  veflels,  called  longnecks,  laid  on  their  fides,  fo  that 
the  vapour  pafles  off  laterally  with  little  or  no  aicent  :  a  receiver 
is  luted  to  the  end  of  the  neck  without  the  furnace :  in  this  manner, 
the  acid  fpirit  of  vitriol  is  diftilled.    The  matter  which  remaiiis  ia 
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the  retort  or  longneck,  after  the  diftillation,  Js  vulgarly  called 
caput  morttium. 

In  thefe  dillillations,  a  quantity  of  elaflic  ah-  is  frequently  ge- 
nerated ;  which,  unlcls  an  exit  is  allowed  it,  blows  otF  or  burfts 
the  receiver.  The  danger  of  this  may,  in  good  meafure,  be  pre- 
vented, by  llowly  raifing  the  fire  ;  but  more  efFe£lually,  by  leaving 
a  fmall  hole  in  the  luting,  to  be  occafionally  opened  or  flopped  with 
a  wooden  plug  ;  or  inferting  at  the  jundlure  an  uprighi  pipe  of  fuch 
a  height,  that  the  fteam  of  the  diftilling  liquor  may  not  be  able  to 
rife  to  the  top;  but  it  is  ftill  better  done  by  tilting  to  the  apparatus 
other  vcffels,  by  which  their  vapours  may  be  condenfed. 


SECT.  VIII. 

SuMimation.  , 

.As  all  fluids  are  volatile  by  heat,  and  confequently,  capable  of 
being  feparated,  in  moft  cafes,  from  fixed  matters,  by  the  foregoing 
procefs,  fo  various  folid  bodies  are  fubjedled  to  a  fiinilar  treatment. 
Fluids  are  faid  to  ^///?z7,  and  folids  to  fublimc ;  though  fometimes 
both  are  obtained  in  one  and  the  fame  operation.  If  the  iubliming 
matter  concrete  into  a  mafs,  it  is  commonly  called  a  fubl'mate  ;  if 
into  a  powdery  form,  fiowers. 

The  principal  fubje6ls  of  this  operation  are,  volatile  alkaline 
falts  ;  neutral  falts  compofed  of  volatile  alkalies  and  acids,  as  fal 
ammoniac  ;  the  fait  of  amber,  and  flowers  of  benzoin  ;  mercu- 
rial preparations  ;  and  fulphur.  Bodies,  of  themfelves  not  volatile, 
are  frequently  made  to  fublime  by  the  mixture  of  volatile  ones  : 
thus  iron  is  carried  up  by  fal  ammoniac  in  the  preparation  of  the 
ferrum  ammoniacale. 

The  fumes  of  folid  bodies,  in  clofe  veffels,  rife  but  a  little  way, 
and  adhere  to  that  part  of  the  vefTel  where  they  concrete.  Hence 
a  receiver  or  condenfer  is  lefs  neceffary  here  than  m  the  preceding 
eperation  ;  a  fingle  veflel,  as  a  matrafs,  or  tall  vial,  or  the  like, 
t)cinj  frequendy  fufficient. 


SECT.  IX. 

Exprejfion. 

T^HE  prefs  is  chiefly  made  ufe  of  for  forcing; out  the  juices  of  fuc- 
culent  herbs  and  fruits  j  and  the  infipid  oils  of  the  unduous  feeds  and 
kernels. 

E4 
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The  harder  fruits,  as  quinces,  require,  to  be  previoufly  well 
beaten  oi  ground  ;  but  herbs  are  to  be  only  moderately  bruifed. 
The  fubjedl  is  then  included  in  a  hair  bag,  and  preflTcd  betwixt 
wooden  plates,  in  the  common  fcrew-rprefs,  as  long  as  any  juice 
runs  from  it. 

The  expreflion  of  oils  is  performed  nearly  in  the  fame  manner 
as  that  of  juices  ;  only,  here,  iron  plates  are  fubftituted  for  the 
wooden  ones  there  made  ufe  of.  The  fubjedl  is  well  pounded,  and 
included  in  a  ftrong  canvafs  bag,  betwixt  which  and  the  plates  of 
the  prefs  a  hair-cloth  is  interpofed. 

The  infipid  oils  of  all  the  unctuous  feeds  are  obtained,  unin- 
jured, by  this  operation,  if  performed  without  the  ufe  of  heat  ; 
which  though  it  greatly  promotes  the  extraftion  of  the  oil,  at  the 
fame  time  impreffes  an  ungrateful  flavour,  and  increafes  its  difpo- 
iition  to  grow  rancid. 

The  oils  exprefled  from  aromatic  fubftances  generally  carry  with 
them  a  portion  of  their  eflential  oil  :  hence  the  fmell  and  flavour  of 
the  expreflTed  oils  of  nutmegs  and  mace.  They  are  very  rarely 
found  impregnated  with  any  of  the  other  qualities  of  the  fubjecl ; 
oil  of  muftard-feed,  for  inftance,  is  as  foft  and  void  of  acrimony  as 
that  of  almonds,  the  pungency  of  the  mufl:ard  remaining  entire  m 
the  cake  left  after  the  expreflion. 


S  E  C  T.  X. 

Exficcation. 

TT^HERE  are  two  general  methods  of  exficcating  or  drying  moift 
bodies  :  in  the  one,  their  humid  parts  are  exhaled  by  heat ;  in  the 
other,  they  are  imbibed  or  abforbed  by  fubftances,  whofe  foft  and 
fpongy  texture  adapts  them  to  that  ufe.  Bodies  intimately  combinc4 
with,  or  diffolyed  in,  a  fluid,  as  recent  vegetables  and  their  juices, 
require  the  firfl  :  fuch  as  are  only  fuperflcially  mixed,  as  when 
eirthy  or  indiflToluble  powders  are  ground  with  water,  are  commu-» 
dioufly  feparated  from  it  by  the  fccond. 

Vegetables  and  their  parts  are  ufually  exficcated  by  the  natural 
warmth  of  the  air  :  the  aflTiftance  of  a  gentle  artiticial  heat' may, 
neverthelefs,  in  general,  be  not  only  fafely,  but  advantageoufly  had 
recourfe  to.  By  a  moderate  fire,  even  the  more  tender  flowers  may 
be  dried,  in  a  little  time,  without  any  confiderable  lofs,  either  of 
their  odour  or  lively  colour  ;  which  \yould  both  be  greatly  in- 
jured or  deftroyed  by  a  more  flow  exficcation  in  tiie  air.  Some 
plants  indeed,  particularly  thofe  of  the  acrid  kind,  as  horfe-raJifh, 
fcurvy..grafs,  and  arum,  lofc  their  virtues  by  this  procefs,  howevcf 
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caretullv  performed  :  but  far  the  greater  number  retain  them  unim- 
paired, and  often  improved. 

'i'he  thicker  vegetable  juices  may  be  exficcated  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun  ;  or,  where  this  is  not  fufficient,  by  that  of  a  water  bath,  or 
an  oven  moderately  warm.  The  thinner  juices  may  be  gently  boiled 
till  they  begin  to  thicken,  and  then  treated  as  the  foregoing  :  this 
procefs,  termed  INSPISSATION  or  EVj\PORATiON,  has  been  fpok- 
cn  of  already.  The  juices  of  fome  plams,  as  arum  root,  briony 
root,  orris  root,  wild  cucumbers,  &c.  feparate,  upon  (landing  for 
lome  time,  into  a  thick  part,  which  falls  to  the  bottom  ;  and  a  thin 
aqueous  one,  which  fwims  above  it :  this  latter  is  to  be  poured  off, 
and  the  tirfl  exliccated  by  a  gentle  warmth  :  preparations  of  this 
kind  have  been  ufually  called  f^cul^e  ;  that  of  the  wild  cucum- 
ber, to  be  fpoken  of  in  its  place,  is  the  only  one  which  pradlice 
now  retains. 

Indiflbluble  bodies,  mixed  with  water  into  a  thick  confiftence, 
mav  be  eafily  freed  from  the  greatefi:  part  of  it,  by  dropping  them 
on  a  chaik-Jioiie,  or  fome  powdered  chalk  preffed  into  afmooth  mafs, 
\vhich  readily  imbibes  their  humidity.  Where  the  quantity  of  fluid 
is  large,  as  in  the  ed ulceration  of  precipitates,  it  may  be  feparated 
by  decantation  or  filtration.  It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  one 
of  the  principal  circumftances  favouring  fermentation  was  a  certain 
degree  of  muifture  ;  exficcation  is  therefore  employed  to  diffipate 
humidity,  and  render  vegetables  thereby  lefs  liable  to  thofe  changei 
jproduced  by  a  kind  of  infenfible  fermentation, 

S  E  C  T.  XI. 

Comminution, 

Comminution  is  the  bare  reduaion  of  folid  coherent  bodic? 
into  fniall  particles  or  powder.  The  methods  of  efFediing  this  are 
various,  according  to  the  texture  of  the  fubje£l. 

Dry  friable  bodies,  or  fuch  as  are  brittle  and  not  veiy  hard,  and 
mixtures  of  thefe  with  fome  what  moift  ones,  areeahly  pulverized 
in  a  mortar,  or  a  mill, 

For  very  light  dry  fubftances,  refins,  and  the  roots  of  a  tenacious 
texture,  the  mortar  may  in  fome  cafes  be  previoufly  rubbed  with  a 
linle  fweet  oil,  or  a  few  drops  of  oil  to  be  occafionally  added  :  this 
prevents  the  finer  powder  of  the  firft  fiom  flying  off,  and  the  others 
from  cohering  under  the  peflle.  Camphor  is  mofl  commodioufly 
powdered,  by  rubbing  it  with  a  little  redined  fpirit  of  wine. 

Tough  fubftances,  as  woods,  the  peels  of  oranges  and  lemons, 
tec.  arc  moft  conveniently  rafpcd;  and  foft  oily  bodies,  as  nutmegs, 
paijed  through  a  prater. 
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The  comminution  of  the  harder  minerals,  as  calamine,  crvftal, 
flint,  &c.  is  greatly  facilitated  by  extinction;  (Jiat  is,  by  heat- 
ing them  red-hot,  and  quenching  them  in  water  :  by  repeating  this 
procefs  a  few  times,  mofl;  of  the  hard  ftones  become  eafily  pulver- 
able.  This  procefs,  however,  is  not  to  be  applied  to  any  of  the 
alkaline  or  calcareous  ftones  ;  left,  inftead  of  an  infipid  powder,  wc 
produce  an  acrimonious  calx  or  lime. 

Some  metals,  as  tin,  though  ftrongly  coliering  in  tlieir  natural 
flate,  prove  extremely  brittle  when  heated,  infomuch  as  to  be  eafily 
divided  into  fmall  particles  by  dextrous  agitation.  Hence  the  offi- 
cinal method  of  pulverifing  tin,  by  melting  it,  and,  at  llie  inftant  of 
its  beginning  to  return  into  a  ftate  of  folidity,  biilkly  fhijking  it  in 
a  wooden  box.  The  comminution  of  metals,  in  this  maruier,  is 
termed  by  the  metallurgifts  granulation. 

On  a  fimilar  principle,  certain  i;ilts,  as  nitre,  may  be  reduced 
into  povvdej"  in  large  quantity,  by  dijQTolving  them  in  boihng  water, 
fetting  the  folution  over  a  moderate  fire,  and  keeping  the  lalt  con- 
ftantly  ftirring  during  its  exficcation,  fo  as  to  prevent  its  particles, 
disjoined  by  the  fluid,  from  re-uniting  together  into  larger  ma  ffes. 

Powders  are  reduced  to  a  great  degree  of  finencfs  by  thitu- 
RATING,  or  rubbing  them,  for  a  length  of  nnie,  in  a  mortar. 
Such  as  are  not  diffoluble  in  water,  or  injured  by  the  ad  fixtuie  of 
thnt  fluid,  are  moiftened  with  it  into  the  confiftence  of  a  pafte,  and 
levigated,  or  ground,  on  a  flat  fmooth  marble  or  iron  plate  ;  or 
where  a  large  quantity  is  to  be  prepared  at  a  time,  in  milh  made 
for  that  ufe. 

Comminution,  though  one  of  the  moft  fimple  operations  of  phar^ 
macy,  has,  in  many  cafes,  very  confulerable  efFeft,  The  refmous 
purgatives,  when  finely  triturated,  are  more  eafily  foluble  in  the 
animal  fluids,  and  confequently  prove  more  cathartic,  and  lefs  irri-r 
fating,  than  in  their  groffer  ftate.  Crude  antimony,  which,  when 
reduced  to  a  tolerable  fine  powder,  difcovers  little  medicinal  virtue, 
if  levigated  to  a  great  degree  of  fubtility,  proves  a  powerful  alte« 
rative  in  many  chronical  diforders. 

By  comminution,  the  heavieft  bodies  may  be  made  to  float  in 
the  lighteft.  fluid  *,  for  a  longer  or  fhorter  time,  according  to  their 

*  Some  attribute  tills  efFeft  to  a  diminution  of  the  fpecific  gravity  of 
the  body  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fuppofe  the  peculiar  virtues  of  certain 
medicines,  particularly  mercury,  to  be  in  great  meafure  owing  to  their 
gravity.  If  thefe  hvpotliefes  were  juft,  it  fliould  follow,  that  the  mer- 
curial preparations,  by  being  finely  comminuted,  would  lofe  propor- 
tionably  their  efficacy  •  and  fo  indeed  mercurius  diilcis,  for  inftance,  has 
been  fiippofkrd  to  do'.  But  experience  Ihews,  that  this  is  far  from  being 
the  cafe ;  and  that  comminution  by  no  means  lefTens,  but  rather  in- 
creafes  it's  power  :  when  reduced  to  a  great  degree  of  fubtility,  it  pafTes 
readily  into  the  habit,  and  operates,  according  to  its  quantity,  as  an  al- 
terative or  a  fialagogue  ;  while,  in  a  grofler  form,  it  is  ap\to  irritate  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  and  run  off  by  the  iuteftines,  without  being  conT 
veyed  into  the  blood. 
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gre  irer  or  lefs  degree  of  tenuity.  Hence  we  are  fuitiiflied  with  an 
excellent  criterion  of  die  rinenefs  of  certain  powders,  and  a  method 
of  feparating  the  more  fubtile  parts  from  the  grolTer,  dillinguiflied 
by  th«  name  ©f  EiWTRl  ATION,  or  wajhing  over. 


SECT.  XIL 


Fusion  is  the  redu^lion  of  folid  bodies  into  a  ftafe  of  fluidity  by- 
fire.  Almoft  all  natural  fubftances,  the  pure  earths,  and  the  folid 
parts  of  animals  and  veg^etablcs  excepted,  melt  in  pioper  degrees  of 
fire ;  forae  in  a  very  gentle  heat,  while  others  require'  its  utmoft 
violence. 

Turpentine,  and  other  foft  refinous  fubftances,  liquefy  in  a 
gentle  warmth ;  wax,  pitch,  fulphur,  and  the  mineral  biiumens, 
require  a  heat  too  great  for  the  hand  to  fupport ;  fixt  alkaline  falts, 
Goa.mon  fait,  nitre,  require  a  red,  or  almoft  white  heat  to  MELT 
them  ;  and  glafs,  a  full  white  heat. 

Among  metallic  fubftances,  tin,  bifmuth,  and  lead,  flow  long 
before  ignition  :  antimony  likewife  melts  before  it  is  vifibly  red-hot, 
but  not  hefure  the  veffel  is  confiderablv  fo  :  the  regulus  of  an- 
timony demands  a  much  ftronger  fire.  Zinc  begins  to  melt  in  a  red 
heat;  gold  and  filver  require  a  low  white  heat  ;  copper  a  bright 
white  heat ;  and  iron  an  extreme  white  heat. 

One  body,  rendered  fluid  by  heat,  becomes  fonietimes  a  men- 
ftruum  for  another,  not  fufible  of  itfelf  in  the  fame  degree  of  fire. 
Tiius  red-hot  filver  melts,  upon  being  thrown  into  melted  lead  lefs 
hot  than  itfelf .  and  thus  if  ileel,  heated  to  whitenefs,  be  taken  out 
ot  the  furnace,  and  applied  to  a  roll  of  fulphur,  the  fulphur  inftantly 
liquefying,  occafions  the  fteel  to  melt  with  it ;  hence  the  chalybs 
GUiii  luiphure  of  the  Ihops.  This  concrete,  neverthelefs,  remark- 
ably impedes  the  fufion  of  fome  other  metals,  as  lead,  which,  wlien 
united  with  a  certain  quantity  of  fulphur,  is  fcarce  to  be  perfedtlv 
melted  by  a  very  ftrong  fire  :  hence  the  method,  defcribed  in  its 
place,  ot  purifying  zinc,  a  metal  upon  which  fulphur  has  no  efFc(S 
irom  tire  lead  lo  frequently  mixed  with  it.  / 

Sulphur  is  the  only  unmetallic  fubftan(*e  which  mingles  in  fu^ 
fion  with  metuls.  Earthy,  faliiic,  and  other  matters,  even  the 
calces  and  glaflcs  prepared  fiom  metals  themfelves,  float  diftindt 
upon  the  fui  lace,  and  form  what  is  called  scoKlA  or  drofs.  Where 
the  quantity  of  this  is  large  in  proportion  to  the  metal,  it  is  molt 
<:ommodioufly  feparattd  by  pouring  the  whole  into  ii  conical  mould  ; 
the  pure  metal  or  regulus,  thougli  fmall  in  quantity,  occupies  a 
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confulerable  height  in  the  lower  narrow  part  of  the  cone,  and  when 
congealed,  may  be  eafily  freed  from  the  Icorize  by  a  hammer.  The 
mould  fhould.be  previoufly  greafed,  or  rather  fmokcd,  to  make  the 
rfietalcome  freely  out ;  and  thoroughly  dried  and  heated,  to  pre- 
vent the  explofion  which  fomctimes  happens  from  the  fudden  con- 
tad  of  melted  metals  with  nioift  bodies. 


SECT,  xin. 

»»  Calcination. 

JSy  calcination  is  underftood,  the  redudion  of  folid  bodies,  by 
the  means  of  fire,  from  a  coherent  to  a  powdery  ftate,  accom- 
panied with  a  change  of  their  quahty ;  in  which  I'aft  refpecl,  this 
proceis  differs  from  comminution. 

To  this  head  belong,  the  burning  of  vegetable  and  animal 
matters,  otherwife  called  ustion,  ikciner ation,  or  concre- 
MATION  ;  and  the  change  of  metals  into  a  powder,  which  in 
the  fire  either  does  not  melt,  or  vitrifies,  that  is,  runs  into 
glafs. 

The  metals  which  melt  before  ignition,  are  calcined  by  keeping 
them  in  fufion  for  fome  time.  The  free  admiffion  of  air  is  effenti- 
ally  neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  operation  ;  and  hence,  wiien 
the  furface  of  the  metal  appears  covered  with  calx,  this  muft  be 
taken  off,  or  raked  to  one  fide  ;  otherwife  the  remainder,  excluded 
from  the  air,  will  not  undergo  the  change  intended.  If  any  coal, 
or  other  inflammable  matter  that  does  not  contain  a  mineral 'acid, 
be  fuffercd  to  fall  into  the  veffel,  the  effccl  expe^Stcd  from  this 
operation,  will  not  be  produced,  and  part  of  what  is  already  calcined, 
will  be  REVIVED  or  reduced  j  that  is,  it  will  return  into  its  me- 
tallic form  again. 

fThofe  metals  which  require  a  ftrong  fire  to  melt  them,  calcine 
wi'rh  a  much  lefs  heat  than  is  fufficicnt  to  make  them  flow.  Hence 
the  burning  or  scorification  of  fuch  iron  or  copper  vcflcis,  as 
are  long  cxpofed  to  a  confiderable  fire  without  defence  from  the  air. 
Gold  and  filver  are  not  calcinable  by  any  degree  of  fire. 

In  calcination,  the  metals  vifibly  emit  fumes  j  neverchelefs,  the 
weight  of  the  calx  proves  greater  than  that  of  the  metal  employed. 
The  antimonial  regulus  gains  about  one  eleventh  part  of  its  weight; 
zinc,  fometimes  one  tenth  ;  tin,  above  one  fixth  ;  and  lead,  in  its 
converfion  into  minium,  often  one  fourth. 

The  calcination  of  metallic  bodies,  gold,  filv.er,  and  mercury  ex- 
cepted, is  greatly  promoted  hy  nitre,  "i'his  fait,  expofed  to  the  fire 
in  conjuntUon  wit,h  any  iiillaiui^iahle  lubftuaccs,  extricates  fneir 
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inflammable  matter,  and  burfts  with  it  into  flame,  accompanied  with 
a  hilling  noife  :  this  procefs  is  uiually  termed  deflagration  or 

DETONATION. 

All  the  metallic  calces  and  fcoriae  are  revived  into  this  metallic 
ftate,  by  fuiion  with  any  vegetable  or  animal  inflammable  matter. 
They  are  all  more  difficult  of  fufion  than  the  refpedive  metals 
themfelves :  and  fcarcely  any  of  them,  thofe  of  lead  and  bifmuth 
excepted,  can  be  made  to  melt  at  all,  without  fome  addition,  in 
the  ftrongeft  fire  that  can  be  produced  in  the  common  furnaces. 
The  additions,  called  fluxes,  employed  for  promoting  the  fufion, 
confift  chiefly  of  fixt  alkaline  falts  :  a  mixture  of  alkaline  fait  with 
.inflammable  matter,  as  powdered  charcoal,  is  called  a  reducing  fluxy 
as  contributing  at  the  fame  time  to  bring  the  calx  into  fufion,  and 
to  revive  it  into  metal.  Such  a  mixture  is  com^nonly  prepared 
from  one  part  of  nitre,  and  two  parts  of  tartar  ;  by  grinding  them 
well  together,  fetting  the  powders  on  fire  with  a  bit  of  coal,  or  a 
red-hot  iron,  then  covering  the  veflel,  and  fuffering  them  to*  de- 
flagrate or  burn,  till  they  are  changed  into  a  black  alkaline  coaly 
mafs.  This  is  the  common  reducing  flux  of  the  chemiflis,  and 
called  from  its  colour  the  black  Jlux.  Metallic  calces,  or  fcoris, 
mingled  with  twice  their  weight  of  this  compound,  and  expofed  to  a 
proper  fire,  in  a  clofe  covered  crucible,  melt,  and  refume  their  me- 
tallic form  ;  but,  though  they  received  an  increafe  of  weight  in  the 
calcination,  the  revived  metal  is  always  found  to  weigh  confiderably 
lefs  than  the  quantity  from  which  the  calx  was  made. 

We  have  now  given  a  concife  view  of  the  operatioo  neceflTary  for 
pharmaceutical  purpofes  :  but  thefe  will  be  further  treated  of  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fucceeding  parts  of  this  work,  where  particular  fub- 
ftances  are  diredled  to  undergo  fuch  proceffes  as  are  neceflTary  for 
acquiring  any  defired  produft.  As  for  the  inft;ruments  which  have 
been  defcribed,  by  which  the  operations  are  to  be  performed,  they  ap- 
pear fufficient  to  anfwer  the  propofed  ends  ;  but  further  knowledge 
may  be  acquired  by  confulting  the  works  of  modern  chemifts,  viz. 
the  works  of  Lavoisier,  Fourcroy,  Chaptal,  and  Ni- 
cholson's Chemical  Didionary. 


PART  II. 


THE 


MATERIA  MEDIC  A. 


A  HIS  term  includes  every  fubftance  iifed  in  medicine,  and  by  fome 
is  extended  even  to  every  article  ufed  as  food  and  drink.  . 

Writers  on  the  Materia  Medica  have  endeavoured  to  arrange  the  vari- 
ous articles  of  which  it  is  compofed  into  different  clalTes;  but  a  flight  in- 
veftigation  would  foon  convince  us  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  plans 
which  have  been  prefented  to  us,  particularly  fome  of  the  beft — Car- 
THEUSER  —  Newman  —  Lewis  —  Gleditsoh  —  Linn^us  —  Al- 
ston—  and  VoGEL.  But  Dr.  Cullen  has  fupplied  us  with  one,  the 
moft  judicioufly  arranged.  —  On  which  fubjeft  he  fays  — "  That  as 
the  Rudy  of  the  Materia  Medica  is  truly  the  ftudy  of  medicinal  vir- 
tues, fo  the  plan  that  arranges  the  feveral  fubftances,  according  to 
their  agreeing  in  fome  general  virtues,  will  be  the  belt  adapted  to  ac- 
quiring the  kno«-ledge  of  thefe,  and  will  moft  readily  inform  the  prac- 
titioner what  different  means  he  can  employ  for  his  general  purpole.— 
It  will  alfo  inform  him,  how  far  the  feveral  fimilar  fubftances  may  dif- 
fer in  thei:-  degree  of  power,  and  how  far,  from  the  particular  qualities  af- 
figned  to  each,  he  may  be  direfted,  or  limited  in  his  choice.  —  As  it 
feems  proper  that  every  praftitioner  ought,  as  far  as  poffibie,  to  pradtife 
on  general  indications,  fo  it  is  evident  that  his  ftudy  of  the  Materia 
Medica  is  efpeciahy  to  know  the  feveral  means  that  can  anfwer  there. 
Such  a  plan  muft  be  moft  proper  for  giving  inftrudion  ;  and  if,  while 
medicinej  are  arranged,  according  as  they  anfwer  general  indications, 
the  particulars  be  likewife  thrown  together,  as  far  as  poflible,  according 
to  their  fenGble  qualities  and  botanical  afSnities,  this  plan  will  have  the 
advantage  of  any  other  that  has  been  propofed,  for  prcfenting  together 
the  fuhjict  that  ought  to  be  confidered  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  and 
give  the  bcft  means  of  rccollefting  every  thing  that  relates  to  them." 
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He  then  arranges  the  different  fubftances  in  the  following  order:  — 

A.  Such  as  supply  nourishment — Solid ftod — Liquids  and  ccrJi- 
ments. 

B.  Medicines  which  act  upon  the  simple  solids— JJltingents  — 
Tonics — Emcllients  and  Erodents  ; — 

C.   UPON  THE   living  SOLIDS — Stimulants  —  Sedatives — 

^  ar  CO  tics — Refrigerant  i — Antifpafmndics  ; — 

p.  Those  which  act  upon  the  fluids. — ift.  fuch  as  alter  their 
fluidity — Jttenuants — Infp'tJJ'ants  xnd  their  mixture-^ — 2d.  Correftors  of 
acrimony  in  general — Demukcnis  in  general — Anti-acids — Anti  al- 

ialines — Anti-putrefcents  ; — and,  laftly, 

E.  Ev Acu ANTS  —  Errhines  —  Sialagogues  —  Ex^f^orants  —  Emetics  — 
Cathartics — Diuretics — Diaphoretics  and  Menagogues. 

By  Other  authors  they  are  differently  divided  —  Boerhaave  de  Vi- 
ribus,  Medicumentorum  —  Gregory  Confpeftiis  Mediciua;  TheOreticae 
—  Wallis  on  Health  and  Difeafe. 

But  it  has  been  imagined,  that  "  the  whole  materia  medica  is  reducible 
"  under  the  three  diftinftions  of  alteratives,  evacuants,  and  rcjloratives ; 
"  the  firft  comprehending  all  that  has  any  power  to  alter  the  conftitution, 
"  without  fenfibly  increafing  or  diminiflnng  any  of  the  natural  evacua- 

tions  ;  the  fecond,  whatever  vifibly  promotes  thofe  difcharges;  and 
*'  the  third,  all  that  coiitributes  to  leffen  them,  and  make  the  incrcafe 
"  greater  than  the  wafte."  Thefe  divifions  being  too  general,  they  are 
broke  into  fubdivifions  ;  and  thefe  again  are  further  divided  into  differ- 
ent clafles,  under  more  reflralned  denojninations,  as  cardiac,  carmina- 
tive, hylleric,  ftomachic,  &c. 

Specious  as  this  plan  may  appear  to  be,  I  am  afraid  that  the  execution 
of  it,  to  any  ufeful  purpofe,  would  require  a  far  more  extenfive  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  r^ad  operation  of  medicines  than  has  yet  been  at- 
tained to.  A  jufi:  and  ufeful  method  of  fimples  is  fcarcely  to  be  ex- 
peded,  while  thofe  properties,  on  which  the  method  is  founded,  are 
imperfeftly  known,  and  in  many^irHcles  only  conjeftural. 

In  all  the  arrangements  that  ha.ve  been  hitherto  contrived  upon  this 
plan,  there  appears  a  ftriking  incongruity  among  the  feveral  articles  of 
which  even  the  ultimate,  fubdivifions  are  compofed  ;  fubftances  ex- 
tremely diffnnilar  being  claffed  together,  as  cantharides  and  tea,  to- 
bacco and  bran,  hemlock  and  cowllips,  fcurvy-grafs  and  raifins,  arum 
root  and  liquorice,  wormwood  and  parfneps,  cinnamon  and  nettles, 
rafpberries  and  chalk,  artichokes  and  alum,  cloves  and  coffee,  muftard- 
feed  and  black  cherries,  &c.  Nor  are  thefe  incongruities  to  be  laid 
always  to  the  charge  of  the  authors;  the  nature  of  the  fyftem  itfelf  ren- 
ders them  often  unavoidable;  for  the  particular  effeft,  which  entitles 
a  medicine  to  a  particular  clafs,  may  be  produced  by  fubftances  very 
diffimihir,  and  even  oppofite  in  their  general  powers:  thus  the  alvine 
excretions  are  reftrained  by  flarch,  wax,  tormentil  root,  opium  :  among 
the  capital  diuretics  are  cantharides,  nitre,  fixt  alkaline  falts,  fquills. 
It  ftiould  feem,  that  the  method  of  arrangement  cannot  be  a  juft  one, 
which  requires  fubftances  fo  difcordant  to  be  ranked  together  ;  and 
which  farther  requires  each  of  thefe  fubftances  to  be  ranked  over 
again,  in.  other  claffes,  along  with  other  fubftances  to  which  they  are 
equally  difcordant. 
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There  is  alfo  a  material  imperfci5tion-  in  tliis  fcheine,  even  in  the 
primary  divilions.  Steel  and  its  preparations  aA,  in  different  circiim- 
ftanceSj  both  as  evacuants  and  reftoratives.  Mercury  and  antimony 
afford,  in  their  different  preparations,  both  evacuants  and  alteratives, 
and  there  are  many  other  dnigs  which  are  fometimes  ufed  as  alteratives, 
and  fometimes  as  evacuants  :  indeed,  all  evacuants,  in  diminiflied  dofes, 
ieem  to  act  merely  as  alteratives.  It  flioukl  feem  therefore  that  "  the 
"  divifion  of  the  whole  materia  medica  into  alteratives,  evacuants,  and 
*'  reftoratives,"  is  a  divifion  not  founded  in'-iiature,  even  if  there  were 
no  objeclion  to  the  vague  meaning  of  the  app»eliations  themfelves. 

Cartheufer  has  divided  the  materia  medica  on  a  plan  which  apfJears 
more  rational.  Inftead  of  the  operations  of  medicines  in  the.  Iiumaa 
body,  which  are  precarious,  complicated,  and  greatly  diverfified  ac- 
cording to  the  dofe,  the  preparation,  and  the  circumftances  of  tlie  pa- 
tient, he  takes  for  the  bafis  of  his  arrangement  their  more  finiple,  ob- 
vious, and  conftant  properties,  as  bittternefs,  fweetnefs,  aftringency, 
acidity,  &c.  Having  confidered  the  nature  of  bitternefs,  for  inltance, 
in  general,  he  examines  what  effects  medicines  poflefled  of  this  property 
arc  capable  of  producing  in  the  body,  and  in  what  circumftances  they 
may  be  expected  to  be  ferviceable,  and  then  proceeds  to  an  account  of 
the  particular  bitters. 

This  method  is  of  real  ufe,  but  its  ufe  is  limited  to  a.  fmall  part  of  the 
materia  medica.  There  are  many  of  the  medicinal  fimples,  in  which 
we  can  diftinguifti  no  prevailing  qualities  of  this  kind  ;  there  are  many, 
in  which  different  .qualities  are  blended  together;  and  many,  which, 
though  fimilar  in  thefe  kinds  of  qualities,  are  very  diflimilar  in  their 
operations  in  the  human  body.  Thus,  thoujgh  gentian  and  aloes  agree 
in  having  a  bitter  tafte,  and  fugar  and  manna  in  being  fweet,  tlieir  me- 
dicinal virtues  are  refpeftively  very  different.  Accordingly  the  author 
is  obliged  in  fome  cafes  to  depart  from  his  general  plan,  and  found  the 
divifion  on  the  medicinal  effecfts  :  he  makes  one  clafs  of  purgatives  and 
emetics,  and  another  of  vaporofe  ihebriants  and  narcotics :  this  laft 
clafs  confifts  of  tobacco,  elder-flowers,'  faffron,  opium,  and  poppy- 
feeds  ;  fubftances  certainly  yfery  difcordant  in  all  their -qualities  that  re- 
late to  medical  intentions. 

In  this  work,  inftead  of  attempting  a  medicinal  diftribution  of  the 
fimples,  which  I  apprehend  not  to  be  prafticable,  to  any  good  purpofe, 
and  which,  as  hitherto  executed,  feems  more  '  likely  to  miflead  the 
reader  than  to  promote  true  knowledge,  I  fliall  take  them  in  the  order 
of  the  alphabet;  and  even  in  this  order  we  fliall  feldom  perhaps  find 
fubftances  more  diflimilar  come  together,  than  thofe  which  Jiave  been 
joined  in  one  clafs  by  foaie  of  the  fyftematic  writers.  It  may  be 
proper,  however,  to  premife  fome  general  obfervations  on  certain  cl'affes 
of  medicines,  in  Cartheufer's  manner,  and  thus  to  preferve  the  lefs  ex- 
ceptionable parts  of  his  plan,  with  fome  amendments. 
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Part.  II. 


ACIDS. 


Clafs  I.  Vegetable  < 


mthfii  as  forrel,  wood-forrel,  juice  of 
lemons,  oranges,  barberries,  and  other 
^jits. 

produced  by  fermentation  j  as  vinegar  and 
L.  tartar. 


Ckfs  II,  Mineral:  the  acids  of  vitriol,  nitre,  and  connmon 

falc. 


TH  E  medical  efFefts  of  acids, 
duly  diluted,  and  given  in 
proper  dofes,  are  to  cool,  quench 
thirft,  correft  a  tendency  to  putre- 
faction, and  allay  inordinate  mo- , 
tions  of  the  blood.  By  thefe  qua- 
lities, in  hot  bilious  temperaments 
and  inflammatory  diforders,  tliey 
frequently  reilrain  immoderate  hae- 
morrhages, and  promote  the  na- 
tural fecretions;  in  fome  kinds  of 
fevers,  they  excite  a  copious  dia- 
phorefis,  where  the  warm  medi- 
cines, called  alexipharmic,  tend 
rather  to  prevent  this  falutary  dif- 


ciiarge. 


Vegetable  acids,  particularly  the 
native  juices  of  certain  plants  and 
fruits,  have  fome  degree  of  fa- 
ponaceous  quality;  by  means  of 
which  they  attenuate  or  diflblve 
vifcid  phlegm,  and  deterge  the  vef- 
fels ;  and  tlnis  prove  ferviceable 
in  fandry  chronical  diforders.  In- 
veterate fcurvies  have  fometimes 
yielded  to  their  continued  ufe,  ef- 
pecially  when  given  in  conjunftion 
with  medicines  of  the  acrid  or  pun- 
gent kind.  Experience  has  flievvn, 
that  the  acrid  antifcorbutics  have 
much  better  effefts  when  thus  ma- 
naged, than  when  exhibited  -by 


themfelves ;  hence  in  the  fucci 
fcorbutlci  of  our  difpenfatory,  Se- 
ville orange  juice  is  ufefuUy  join- 
ed to  that  of  the  cocldearia  and  naf- 
turtiiim.  — 
The  mineral  acids  inftantly  co- 
agulate blood  :  the  vegetable  diiutc 
it,  even  when  infpiflated  or  thick- 
ened by  heat ;  in  which  ftate,  wa- 
tery liquors  will  not  mingle  with 
it.  Hence,  in  fome  fevers,  where 
water  runs  off  by  the  kidneys  al- 
moft  as  pale  and  infipid  as  it  was 
drank,  vegetable  acids  render  the 
urine  of  the  due  colour  and  qua- 
lity. The  mineral  acids  (the  fpi- 
rit  of  nitre  in  particular),  combin- 
ed with  vinous  fpirits,  have  a  like 
etfeft. 

Acids  are  prejudicial  in  cold, 
pale,  phlegmatic  habits,  where  the 
vefltls  are  lax,  the  circulation  lan- 
guid, bile  deficient,  and  the  power 
of  digeftion  weak.  In  thefe  cafes, 
an  acid  is  often  generated  in  the 
ftomach,  from  milk  and  moift  ve- 
getable food,  which,  while  it  con- 
tinues in  the  firft  pafiages,  occa- 
fions  uneafinefs  about  the  fto- 
mach,  flatulencies,  fometimes  grip- 
ing pains  of  the  bowels,  and  vo- 
mitings. 


Part  It. 


THE  MATERIA  MEDICA. 


67 


Insipid  earths  capable  o/"  absorbing  acids. 


Oyfter  Shells, 

Crabb"  Claws,  and  Eyes,fo  called, 

Coral,  red  and  white, 

Pearls, 

Bezoar, 

THE  virtues  of  thefe  fubllances 
are,  to  abforb  or  deftroy  acidities 
in  the  firft  paflhge^;,  and  conle- 
qiiently  remove  fuch  diforderS  as 
proceed  from  that  caufe.  The 'cor- 
dial, alexipharmic,  antifebrile,  and 
other  like  virtues,  attributed  to 
thefe  medicines,  appear  to  have 
lirtle  foundation;  or,  at  beft,  are 
only  fecondary  ones.  When  unit- 
ed with  the  acid,  they  form  a 
neutral  faline  compound,  pof- 
felGng  fome  degree  of  an  aperi- 
ent and  detergent  quality,  though 
too  inconOderable  to  be  in  general 
:d. 

The  abforbent  earths  were  all 


Chalk, 

Some  Maries, 
Limeftones, 
Marbles, 
Spars. 


regard e 


If  there  be.'Wafly  no  acid  juices 
in  the  veatriMe,  thefe  earths  are 
apt  to  concrete  with  the  mucous 
matter  ufually  lodged  there,  iiito 
hard   indiflbluble   maffes  ;  \vhich 
have  fometimes  been  thrown  up  by 
vomit,  or  found  in  the  ftomach 
upon  difTeftion.  Hence  indigeftion, 
lofs  of  appetite,  naufea,  vomiting, 
obftru£tions  of  the  bowels,  and  other 
diforders.    Sometimes  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines  have  been  found 
lined  with  a  cruft,-  as  it  were,  of 
thefe  earthy  bodies,  which  mufl: 
not  only  have  prevented  the  fepa- 
ration  of  the  gaftric  liquor,  but 
likewife  clofed  the  orifices  of  the 


ftrangers  to  medicine  in  the  earlier    lafteal  velTels,  fo  as  to  obftruft  the 


times ;  and  their  ufe  does  not  feem 
to  have  been  eftabUflied  before  the 
laft  century ;  when  fome  prafti- 
tioners,  from  an  opinion  that  moft 
kinds  of  difeafes  proceeded  from  a 
preternatural  acid,  introduced  a 
great  variety  of  antiacid  bodies, 
both  of  the  earthy  and  faline  kind; 
and  very  liberally  exhibited  them 
'on  almoft  every  occafion. 

It  is  certain  that  in  children,  and 
adults  of  a  weak  conftitution,  and 
whofe  food  is  chiefly  of  the  ve- 
getable acefcent  kind,  fundry  dif- 
orders are  occafioned  by  acidities; 
thefe  readily  difcover  tijemfelves 
by  foureruftations,  the  pale  colour 
•f  the  face,  and  in  children  by  the 
four  fmell  and  green  colour  of  the 
■  alvine  f;cces,  which  are  fometimes 
fo  manifelliy   acid  as  to  raife  a 
llrong  ciTervefcence  with  alkaline 
falls.  In  th.fe  cafes,  and  thefe  only, 
the  ufe  of  abforbent  eartln  is  indi- 
cated. 


pafTage  of  the  chyle  into  the  mafs 
of  blood. 

Some  fuppbfe  the  earthy  powders 
capable  (without  the  concurrence 
of  any  acid)  of  paffirig  the  lafteals 
along  with  the  chyle ;   and  al- 
ledge,  in  fupport  of  this  opinion, 
that  when  triturated  with  water, 
they  are   in  part  taken  up,  and 
carried  with  it  through  a  filter  of 
paper;   the  filtrated  liquor  leav- 
ing, upoi^  evaporation,  a  portic'li  of 
Vhitifli  earthy  matter.    This  expe- 
riment fallowing  the  confequence  ' 
to  be  juftly  drawn' from  it)  is  itfelf 
erroneous  :  the  refiduuni  proceeds 
from  the  earth  naturally  contained 
in  the  water,  not  from  that  em- 
ployed in  the  experiment ;  for  if 
pure  diftilled  water  be  made  ufe  of, 
it  will  leave  no  refiduum,  though 
long  triturated,  or  digefted  with 
the  eartn. 

All   thefe  bodies,  particularly 
thofe  of  the  animal  kind,  contain, 
F  a 


THE  MATERIA  MEDICA.  Part  II. 


befides  their  purely  alkaline  earth, 
a  portion  of  glutinous  matter.  An 
inftance  of  this  we  have  in  crabs' 
eyes.    If  thefe  be  macerated  in  the 
weaker  acids,  or  the  rtronger  fuf- 
ficiently  diluted  with   water,  the 
earthy  part  will  be  dilTolved,  and 
the  animal  glue  remain  in  form  of 
n  foft  tranfparent  mucilage.  The 
glutinous  fubftance  increafes  their 
tendency  to  concrete  in  the  ftomach; 
and,  hence,  thofe  which  contain 
Icaft  thereof  fliould  be  preferred  to 
the  others.    The  mineral  earths 
contain  the  leaft  of  this  kind  of 
matter,  and  fome  of  them  are  very 
eafy  of  folution ;  chalk,  for  in- 
ftance,  which  may  therefore  be 
given  with  greater  fafety  than  the 
animal   abforbents.    Thefe  fub- 
llances,  diverted  of  their  conglu- 
tinating  matter  by  means  of  fire, 
are  reduced  into  acrimonious  cal- 
ces or  limes,  and  thus  become  me- 
dicines of  a  different  clafs. 


The  teeth,   bones,  hoofs,  and 
horns  of  animals,  confift  of  the  fame 
principles  with  the  animal  abfor- 
bents above-mentioned,  but  com- 
bined in  different  proportions:  the 
quantity  of  gelatinous  matter  is  fo 
large,  as  to  defend  the  earthy  part 
from  the  aftion  of  weak  acids; 
while  the  earth,  in  its  turn,  pro- 
tefts  the  gluten  from  being  eafily 
difTolved  by  watery  liquors.  Hence 
thefe  bodies  in  their  crude  ftate, 
though  recommended  as  poflefling 
fingular  virtues,  are  not  found  to 
have  any  virtue  at  all. 

Experiments  have  been  made 
for  determining  the  degree  of  fo- 
lubility,  or  comparative  flrength, 
of  thefe  earths ;  the  principal  of 
which  are  arranged  in  the  two 
following  tables,  one  taken  from 
Langius,  and  the  other  from  Hom- 
berg. 


T able  of  the  quantity  of  acid  defireyed  by  different  abforbents. 


Ten  grains 
of 


f  Some  kinds  of  Limeftones 
Oyfter  Shells 
Chalk 

Shells  of  Garden  Snails 
Calcined  Cray  Fifti 
Pearl  . 

Tooth  of  the  Sea  Horfe 
^  Volatile  Salts 
Fixt  Salts 

Coral,  red  and  white 
Crabs'  Eyes 
Egg  Shells 
Mother  of  Pearl 
^  Crabs'  Claws 
Jaw-bone  of  the  Pike-fifli 


o 


o 

(LI 


ri6oi 

120 
lOO 
I  GO 
I  GO 
80 

8g 
8g 
6g 

60 

50 

50 

50 
40 

,  30J 


drops  of 
'Spirit  of  Salt 
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^abk  of  the  quantity  of  ahjorhent  earths  Johhle  in  acids. 


576  grains  of 
Spirit  of  Salt 
diirdved,  of 


576  grains  of 
Spirit  of  Nit 
di/Tolved,  of 


Thefe  experiments  do  not  fuffi- 
ciently  afcertain  the  point  intended 
by  them.  In  the  firft  fet,  the  quan- 
tity of  acid  is  too  vague  and  inde- 
termined  :  in  the  fecond,  we  are  not 
told  whether  the  acid  was  perfectly 
laturated :  and,  in  both,  the  acids 
made  uTe  of  were  fo  very  different 
from  any  that  can  be  fuppofed  ever 
to  exift  in  the  human  body,  that 
little  can  be  concluded  from  them, 
with  regard  to  the  medical  tfFe£ts 


grams. 

r  Crabs'  Eyes  - 

316 

Mother  01  rearl  - 

144 

Pearls 

12? 

Oyfter  Shells 

Hartfliorn 

165 

»  Coral 

1 80 

Oriental  Bezoar  - 

118 

Occidental  Bezoar 

123 

Quick  Lime  - 

199 

Slacked  Lime 

193 

f  Crabs'  Eyes  - 

297 

Mother  of  Pearl  - 

202 

rearJs     -       -  - 

219 

Oyfter  Shells  -  - 

236 

Hartfhorn 

234 

"  Coral       -     -  - 

333 

Oriental  Bezoar 

108 

Occidental  Bezoar 

144 

Quick  Lime  - 

180 

^Slacked  Lime    ■  - 

216 

of  thefe  abforbents.  Trial  fliould 
have  been  made  with  the  mild 
vegetable  acids,  as  the  juices  of 
certain  fruits,  four  fermented  li- 
quors; or  rather  with  four  milk. 
Neverthelefs,  thefe  tables,  though 
not  fo  perfeft  as  could  be  wifli- 
ed,  have  their  ufe  in  the  hands 
of  fuch  as  can  make  proper  al- 
lowances. (See  the  Experimen- 
tal Hiftory  of  the  materia  medica, 
under  Acio  Spirits. 


Earths  kot  dissoluble  in  acids,  or  other  liquors. 
The  earths  of  this  kind  may  be  ranged  in  two  clafles  : 


C  L  A  S  S  I. 

Hard  cryjlalline  earths:  as  the  ruby,  garnet,  emeralds, 
fapphire,  hyacinth,  and  other  precious  ftones ;  cryftal, 
flint,  tec. 

THESE  kinds  of  fubftances    of  the  earlier  ages.    Some  of  them 
were  introduced  into  medi-    are  ftill  preferved  in  foreign  Phar- 
cine,  and  many  fabulous  virtues  at-    macopceias,  but  they  arc,  at  length, 
Viributed  tothcm,  by  the  fuperftition    very  juflly  expunged  from  ours. 
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CLASS  II. 

SOFTER  EARTHS:  THE  TALKY,  GYPSEOUS,  and  ARGIL. 

LACEOUS. 


THE  talcs  and  gypfa  have  rarely 
been  iifed  as  medicines.  Some 
of  the  former,  from  their  unftuous 
foftnefs  and  filver  hue,  ftand  re- 
commended externally  as  cofme- 
tics;  and  fome  of  the  latter,  on  lit- 
tle better  foundation,  internally,  as 
aitririgcnts.    But  'they  have  long 


been  dcfcrvedly  reje£led  by  the 
judicious  praftitioners ;  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  of  no  ufe  to  trouble 
our  readers  with  inveftigating  the 
component  parts  of  thefe  fub- 
fiances,  as  they  are  not  calculated 
to  anfwer  any  pharmaceutical  pur- 
pofes. 


Glutinous  : 
Vegetable,  and  Jnimal  Suhjlanccs. 


CLASS  I. 
VEGETABLE. 


The 


PURE  GUMS. 

Tr  AGACANTH, 

Senica, 
Gums  of  Cherry,  Plum, 


AND  OTHEH  EUROPEAN  TkEES. 

GUjMS  and  mucilages  are  gUiti- 
nous  vegetable  produ^lions, 
of  no  particular  tafte  or  fmell,  folu- 
ble  in  water,  but  not  in  vinous  fpi- 
rits,  or  in  oils.  They  differ  from  one 
another,  only  in  decree  of  tenacity  : 
the  more  tenacious  are  called  gums; 
thofe  which  are  lefs  fo,  mucilages. 
The  former  naturally  exude  from 
certain  trees  and  flirubs  ;  the  latter 
are  extracted  by  art.  Almoft  all 
vegetable  fubftanees  contain  fome 


VEGETABLES  ABOUNDING 
WITH  iNIUCILAGE  : 
Orchis  Roots, 
Alth.-ea  Root, 
Quince  Seeds,  ^c. 

portion  of  thefe,  which,  after  the 
refinous  part  has  been  extrncled  by 
Ipirit,  may  be  feparated  from  the  re- 
maining-matter  by  means  of  water. 

The  general  viitues  of  thefe 
kinds  of  fubftances  are  to  thicken 
the  fluids,  and  defend  the  folids 
from  them,  when  grown  fliarp  or 
corrofive.  Hence  their  ufe  in  a 
thin  acrimonious  flate  of  the  juices, 
and  where  the  natural  mucus  of 
the  iuteftines  is  abraded. 


CLASS  IL 
ANIMAL. 


MOST  animal  fubdances,  the  fat 
excepted,  contains  vifcous  matter, 
in  many  refpei^s  fimilarto  the  fore- 
going, and  capable  of  being  ex- 
trnflcd  by  ftrong  coftion  in  water. 


Animal  glues  and  jellies  have 
the  general  qualities  of  the  vege- 
table gums  and  mucilages ;  with 
this  difference,  that  the  former  3?e 
more  nutrimental,  and  apt  to  run 
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into  a  putrid  ftate,  Confidercd  as 
the  fubjeifts  of  chemiftry,  the  dif- 
ference betw  ixt  them  is  very  great : 
thofeof  the  animal  kind  are  clianged 
bv  fire  into  a  volatile  alkaline  fait 
aiid  a  fetid  oil  ;  the  vegetable  into 


an  acid  liquor,  and  a  very  fmalh 
portion  of  oily  matter,  confider- 
ably  lefs  fetid  than  the  former.  But 
the  moft  nutricious  part  of  animal 
fubftancesis  the  finer  fluids,  which 
in  chemical  operations  are  dilTipated.  • 


SOFT  UNCTUOUS  SUBSTANCES. 
GLASS  I. 

Infipid  Vegetable  Oils,  and  Subllances  abounding  with  them,  as 
Almonds,  and  the  Kernels  of  moft  Fruits ;  Linfeed,  and 
the  Medullary  Part  of  fundry  other  Seeds. 

CLASS  n. 
ANIMAL  FATS :  AS  SPERMACETI. 


UNCTUOUS  vegetables  unite 
with  water,  by  trituration,  into 
a  milky  liquor  :  and  give  out  their 
oil  upon  expreflion.  —  Thefe  kinds 
of  oils,  and  animal  fats,  difl"olve 
not  in  any  menftruum  except  alka- 
line ones  ;  which  change  their  qua- 
lity, and  reduce  them  into,  a  fosp, 
dilToluble  in  water,  but  more  per- 
fectly in  vinous  fpirits  :  from  this 
compound,  the  oil  may,  by  a  Ikii- 
ful  addition  of  acids,  be  recovered 
in  a  purer  flate  than  before,  and 
rendered  foluble,  like  efl'ential  oils, 
in  fpirit  of  wine. 

The  medical  virtues  of  thefe  fub- 
ftances  are,  to  obtund  acrimonious 
humours,  and -to  foften  and  relax 


the  folida :  hence  their  ufe  inter- 
nally, in  tickling  coughs,  heat  of 
urine,  pains  and  inflammations ; 
and,  externally,  in  tenfion  and  rigi- 
dity of  particular  parts.  The  mjJky 
folutions,  commonly  called  emul- 
fions,  though  much  lefs  emolli- 
ent than  the  oils  themfelves  or 
animal  fats,  have  this  advantage, 
that  they  may  be  given  in  acute 
or  inflammatory  di {tempers,  with- 
out danger  of  the  ill  confequences 
which  the  others  might  fometimes 
produce.  Fats  and  oils,  kept  in  a 
degree  of  heat  no  greater  than  that 
of  the  human  body,  foon  become 
rancid  and  acrimonious  ;  while 
emulfions  tend  rather  to  grow  four, 


ASTRINGENTS. 


Qalls, 

ToRMENTiL  Root, 
Bistort  Root, 

ASTRINGENT  fubfiances  are 
diflinguiflied  by  a  rougli  au- 
ftere  tafle;  and  by  changing  folu- 
tioH';  of  iron,  efpecially  thpfe  made 
in  the  vitriolic  acid,  of  a  dark  pur- 
ple or  black  colour. 


Balaustines, 
Terra  Japonic^, 
AcAciAj  (sfc, 

Aftringents  yield  their  virtues 
by  infufion,  both  to  water  and  vi- 
nous fpirits,  generally  in  grcateft 
perfeftion  to  the  former.  Oils  ex- 
traft  nothing  from  them  :  nor  do 
they  give  over  any  of  their  virtue 
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in  diftillation  :  neverthelefs,  their 
aftringencv  is  coi)fiderably  abated 
by  evaporating  decoftions  of  thc:m 
to  the  confidence  of  an  extraft  ; 
and  totally  deftroyed  by  long  keep- 
ing. 

The  medi(??ri  cfFcfts  of  thefe  kinds 
of  fiibltances  are,  to  conltringe  tlie 
fibres,  and  incraflate,  or  lightly 
thicken  the  juices.  Their  more 
experienced  iife  is  in  jjiforders  pro- 
ceeding from  a  debility,  or  flaccid 
Hate,  of  the  folids ;  in  haemor- 
rhages, from  a  thinnefs  of  the  blood, 
laxity  or  rupture  of  the  vef?els  ;  in 
preternatural  difcharges  of  other 
kinds,  after  the  offending  matter 
has  been  duly  corrected,  or  evacu- 
'  ated  ;  and  in  external  relaxations. 
In  fome  cafes,  they  produce  the 
effects  of  aperients ;  tbe  vefTels, 


Sugar, 
Honey, 

THE  vegetable  fweets  are  a  very 
numerous  tribe;  almofl  every 
plant  that  has  been  examined,  dif- 
covering,  in  fome  of  its  parts,  a  fac- 
charine  juice.  The  bottoms  of  flow- 
ers, and  mofl  kinds  of  feeds  and 
grain,  when  they  begin  to  vegetate, 
are  remarkably  fweet. 

Vegetable  fweets  are  extrat^red 
both  by  water  and  vinous  fpirits  ; 
mofi:  readily  by  the  former,  but  in 
greateit  perfei^ion  by  the  latter. 
Nothing  of  their  tafte  arifes  in  di- 
flillation  with  either  of  thefe  li- 
quors:  neverthelels,  by  long  boil- 
ing with  water  they  become  fonie- 
■what  lefs  agreeable;  but  are  not 
much  injured  by  being  treated 
in  ti  e  fame  manner  with  reftificd 
fpirit. 

The  purer  fweets,  as  fugar,  pro- 
mote the  union  of  dinilled  oils  with 
watery  liquors,  and  prevent  the 
reparation  of  the  butyraceous  part 
from  milk  :  from  this'quaiity,  they 


conflringed  and  nrengthened  by 
them,  being  enabled  to  protrude 
the  circulating  juices  with  greater 
force. 

A  good  deal  of  caution  is  requi- 
fite  in  the  ufe  of  thefe,  medicines, 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  more  power- 
ful kind.  In  plethoric  habits,  in- 
veterate  obffru^lions,  critical  eva- 
cuations, and  in  all  kinds  of  fluxes 
in  general,  before  the  morbific  mat- 
ter has  been  expelled,  or  where 
there  is  any  flrifture  or  fpafmodic 
contraftion  of  the  veflels,  aftrin- 
gents  prove  eminently  hurtful. 
Where  critical  dyfenteries-or  diar- 
rhoeas are  reftra'ined  by  ftyptits, 
the  acrimonious  matter,  now  con- 
fined in  the  inteftines,  corrodes  or 
inflames  them  ;  and  fometimes  oc- 
calions  a  gangrene  of  the  parts. 


are  fuppofcd  to  unite  the  imc^uous 
part  of  the  food  with  the  animal 
juices.  Hence  fome  have  conclud- 
ed, that  they  increafe  fat :  others, 
that  they  have  a  contrary  tfFeft,  by 
preventing  the  feparation  of  the 
unfluous  matter,  which  forms  the 
fat,  from  the  blood  :  and  others, 
that  they  render  the  juices  thicker 
and  more  fluggifli,  retard  the  cir- 
culation and  cuticular  excretion, 
and  thus  bring  on  a  variety  of  dif- 
orders.  But  fu  eets  have  not  been 
found  to  produce  any  of  thefe  ef- 
fediS,  in  any  remarkable  degree  : 
common  experience  fl'.ows,  that 
tiieir  moderate,  and  even  liberal 
ufe,  is  at  Icaft  innocent;  that  they 
reconcile,  not  only  to  the  palate, 
but  the  flomach  alfo,  fifbftances 
of  themfelves  difguftful  to  both  ; 
and  thus  render  falutary  what 
would  otherwife  be  injurious  to 
the  body. 

The  uiiduous  and  mucilaginous 


SWEETS. 

R  AISINS, 
LIQ.UORICE,  ^C. 
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fweets,  as  the  impure  fu^^ars,  li- 
quorice, Sec  have  a  confuierable 
decree  of  emollient  and  lubricat- 
ing virtue.  —  Thofe,  accompanied 
wfth  a  manifeft  acid,  as  in  the 


juices  of  nioft  fweet  frpits,  are  re- 
markably relaxing;  and,  if  taken 
immoderately,  occafion  diarrhccas 
and  dvfenteries,  which  fometimes 
have  proved  fatal. 


ACRIDS. 


A GRIDS  are  fubftances  of  a  copious  difcharge  of  fidiva:  and 

penetrating  pungency.    Ap-  fnuffed  up  the  nofe,  provoke  fneez- 

plied  to  the  ["kin,  they  inflame  or  ex-  ing. 
ulcerate  it;  chewed,  they  occafion  a 

Thefe  fubftances,  confidered  as  the  fubjefts  of  pharmacy,  may  be 
divided  into  three  clafles. 


yielding  their  acrimony  , 


I. 


In  diftillation  with  water:  as  horfe-radifli: 

muftard,  fcurvy-'grafs,  &c. 
By  infufion  only  :  as  the  greater  celandine, 

pyre  thrum,  &c. 
Neither  to  infufion  nor  diftillation :  as  arum 

and  dracunculus. 


The  general  efFefts  of  acrid  me- 
dicines are,  to  ftimulate  the  velTels, 
and  diifolve  tenacious  juices.  In 
cold  leucophlegiviatic  habits,  ftag- 
nations  of  the  fluids,  and,  where 

■  the  contraftive  power  of  the  folids 
is  weak,  they  prove  powerful  ex- 
pectorants, deobftruents,  diuretics, 
and  emmenagogues;  and  if  the  pa- 
tient be  kept  warm,  fudorifics.  In 

-hot  bilious  conftitutions,  plethoric 
habits,  inflammatory  diftcmpers, 
where  there  is  already  a  degree  of 
irritation,  where  the  juices  are  too 
thin  and  acrimonious,  or  the  vif- 
cera  \infound  ;  thefe  ftimulating 
medicines  prove  highly  prejudicial, 
and  never  fail  to  aggravate  the 
difeafe. 

Certain  acrid  fubftances  have 
been  recommen.Ied  in  dry  convul- 
iive  afthmas;  of  the  efficacy  of  the 


fquill  in  particular,  for  the  cure  of 
this  diforder,  feveral  inftances  are 
related  H  the  Commerciutn  Lirera- 
rium  of  Norimberg  for  the  years 
1737  and  1739.  Cartheufer  thinks, 
that  not  the  afthma  itfelf,  but  a 
particular  effeft  of  it,  was  removed 
by  this  medicine.  He  obferves, 
that,  in  all  aflhnias,  the  free  circu- 
culation  of  the  blood  through  the 
pulmonary  veffels  is  impeded  :  and 
hence,  during  every  paroxyfm,  the 
lungs  are  in  a  kind  of  oedema- 
tous  ftate  :  that  if  this  oedema, 
becoming  habitual,  remain  after  the 
fit  is  over,  it  is  either  perpetually 
occafioning  frefli  ones,  oV  gives  rife 
to  a  dropfy  of  the  breaft :  that  acrid 
medicines,  by  removing  the  oede- 
ma, remove  what  was  originally  an 
efFeft  of  the  afthma,  and  will  be,  in 
time,  a  caufe  of  its  aggravation. 


AROMATICS. 

AROMATICS  are  fubftances    of  the  fpices  are  purely  aromatic, 
of  a  warm  pungent  taftc,  and    as  cubcbs,  pepper,  cloves  ;  fome 
a  more  or  iefs  fragrant  fmell.  Some    fubftances  have  a  fweetnefs  mixed 
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v'ith  the  aromatic  matter,  as  ange- 
lica root,  anifted,  fennel  feed  ; 
feme  ail  adringency,  as  cinnamon ; 
fnme  a  ftrong  mucilage,  as  cafia- 
lignea  :  fonie  abitternefs,  as  orange 
peel.  The  aromatic  matter  itfelf, 
contained  in  different  fnbjefts,  dif- 
fers alfo  not  a  little  in  its  pharma- 
ceutic properties.  It  is  extraftcd 
from  all  by  reftified  fpirit  of  wine  ; 
from  fome  in  great  part,  from  others 
fcarcely  at  all,  by  water.  The  aro- 
«iatic  matter  of  fome  fiibjefts,  as 
of  lemon  peel,  rifes  wholly  in  di- 
ftillation,  both  with  fpirit  and  wa- 
ter; that  of  others,  as  cinnamon, 
rifes  wholly  with  water,  but  fcarce- 


ly at  all  with  fpirit ;  while  that  of 
others,  as  pepper,  is  in  part  left 
behind,  after  the  Jifliilatiou  of  wa- 
ter  itfelf  from  the  fpice. 

With  reoard  to  the  general  vir- 
tues of  aromatics,  they  warm  the 
llomach,  and  by  degrees  the  whole 
habit,  raife  the  pulfe,  and  quicken 
the  circulation.  In  cold  languid 
cafes,  phlegmatic  habits,  and  a 
weak  flaccid  Itate  of  the  folids,  they 
lupport  the  vis  vita,  and  promote 
the  falutary  fecretions  In  hot  bi- 
lious temperaments,  plethoric  ha- 
bits, inflammatory  indifpofitions, 
drynefs  and  ftriftures  of  the  fibres, 
they  are  generally  hurtful. 


BITTERS. 


Gentian  Root, 
Hors, 

JJ ITTER  S  for  the  moft  part  yield 
tlieir  virtue  both  to  watery  and 
fpirituous  menftrua  ;  fome  more 
perfediy  to  one,  and  others  to  the 
other.  None  of  the  fubflances  of 
this  clafs  give  over  any  thing  con- 
fiderable  of  their  tafle  in  diftillation, 
either  to  water  or  to  fpirit  ;  their 
bittcrnefs  remaining  entire,  and  fre- 
quently improved,  in  the  extrafts. 
Such  as  are  accompanied  with  fla- 
vour, as  wormwood,  may,  by  this 
procefs,  be  reduced  into  limple  fla- 
vourlefs  bitters. 

Thefe  fubftances  participate  of 
the  virtues  of  ailringents  and  aro- 
matics. Their  general  efFee^s  are, 
to  conftringe  the  fibres  of  ^the  flo- 
mach  and  "inteftines,  to  warm  the 
habit,  attenuate  the  bile  arid  juices 
in  the  firft  paflliges,  and  promote 
the  natural  evacuations,  particular- 
ly of  fweat  and  urine.  In  weak- 
nefs  of  the  ftom.ich,  lofs  of  appe- 


Lesser  Centaury, 
Carduus,  ^c. 

tite,  indigeflion,  and  the  like  dif- 
ordtrs.  proceeding  from  a  laxity  of 
the  folids,  or  cold  fluggifli  indifpo- 
fition  of  the  juices,  thefe  kinds  of 
medicines  do  fervice.  Where  tire 
fibres  are  already  too  tenfe  and 
rigid,  where  there  is  any  immode- 
rate heat  or  inflammation,  bitters 
very  fenfibly  increafe  the  diftemper; 
and  if  their  ufe  be  continued,  com- 
municate it  to  the  kidneys :  hence 
the  urine  becomes  high  coloured, 
fmall  in  quantity,  and,  at  length, 
fupprefled  ;  a  dropfy  foon  fucceed- 
ino.  If  the  kidneys  were  before  fo 
lax,  as  to  reinam  now  tininjured, 
yet  the  other  vifcera  become  gra- 
dually more  and  more  rigid,  and 
a  tabes  is  at  length  brought  on. 

Bitter  fubfiances  deftroy  infers, 
and  prevent  putrefaftion.  Hence 
they  are  recommended  as  anthel- 
mintic ;  and  externally  as  antifep- 
tics. 
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EMETICS  AND  CATHARTICS. 


Hlllebore, 
Talap, 

iptCACOANH  A, 

THESE  fubflanccs  confift  of  a 
rcfinoiis  part,  in  wliich  the 
purgative  or  emetic  quality  refides  ; 
and  a  gummy  faline  one,  which  a6ts 
chiefly  as  a  diuretic.  The  former 
is  extrafted  or  dilfolved  by  vinous 
fpirits;  ihe  latter  by  water.  No- 
thing ariles  in  diilillatioo  from 
either. 

The  acrid  refins,  exhibited  by 
themfelves,  tenacioufly  adhere  to 
the  coats  of  the  inteftiiies,  by  their 
itimulating  power  irritate  and  in- 
flame them,  and  thus  produce  fiin- 
dr\'  violent  diforders.  Hoffman  re- 
lates, that  he  has  fometimes  ob- 
ferved  convulfions,  and  a  paralyfis 
of  both  fides,  from  their  ufe. 

Thefe  inconveniences  may.  be 
avoided,  by  previoufly  triturating 
them  with  fubftances  capable  of  di- 
viding'their  tenacious  texture,  and 
preventing  their  adhefion ;  by  thefe 
.  means,  they  become  mild  and  fafe, 
(Operate  without  difturbance,  and, 
:ai  the  fame  time,  more  efFeftually 
:anfvver  the  purpofes  intended  by 
:  them. 

Some  have  endeavoured  to  cor- 
c  the  ill  quality  of  the  refinous 
purf;atives,  by  the  addition  of  acids 
.  and  aromatic  oih.  Acids  weaktn 
their  power,  but  have  no  other  ef- 
fect than  what  a  diminution  of  the 
dofe  would  equally  anAver.  The 
pungent  eflcntial  oils  may  ferve  to 
warm  the  ftoma&h,  make  the  medi- 
cine fit  eafier,  and  thus  prevent  the 
naufea,  which  fometimes  happens  ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  refin  begins  to 
exert  itfelf  in  the  inteftines,  thefe 
oils,  inftead  of  correfting,  increafe 
its  viruletice ;  being  themfelves  apt 


Colocynth, 
scammony, 
Gamboge,  ^c. 

to  occafion  the  inconveniences 
which  thev  are  here  intended  to 
prevent,  an  irritation  and  inflam- 
mation of  the  bowels.  Alkaline 
falts  or  foaps  have  a  better  efFeft  ; 
as  they  difpofe  the  refin  to  folution, 
and  promote  its  operation. 

The  medicines  of  this  clafs  feem 
to  aft  by  liquefying  the  juices,  and 
ftimiilating  the  coats  of  the  ftomach 
and  intelHnes.  If  the  irritation  be 
ftrong  and  fudden,  their  aftion  is 
quick  and  uj^wards :  if  flower, 
downwards.  Cathartics,  given  in 
a  liquid  form,  or  in  very  fenfible 
habits,  often  prove  emetic ;  and 
emetics,  where  mucus  abounds, 
cathartic.  They  operate  more  vio- 
lently in  robuft  conftitutions  than 
in  thofe  of  a  contrary  tempera- 
ment: the  vefl'els  being  in  the  for- 
mer more  tenfe  and  rigid,  and  con- 
fequently  lefs  capable  of  bearing  an 
equal  degree  of  irritation. 

The  aftion  of  thefe  medicines  is 
extended  beyond  the  prima;  viae. 
This  appears  evident  from  the  in- 
creafe of  the  pulfe,  which  always 
accompanies  their  operation  ;  and 
from  the  common  obfervation  of 
■children's  being  purged  by  the 
milk,  if  the  nurfes  have  taken  a 
cathartic.  Some  of  them,  particu- 
larly hellebore,  are  faid  to  purge,  if 
only  applied  externally  in  ifllies. 
Purgatives,  even  of  the  more  power- 
ful kind,  exhibited  in  fuitable  fmall 
dofes,  in  conjunftion  with  the 
milder  aperients,  may  be  introduced 
into  the  habit,  fo  as  to  prove  nota- 
ble deobi'truents,  diuretics,  and 
diaphoretics,  witliout  afting  fen- 
fibly  by  ftool. 


The  foregoing  ohfcrvations  are  inferted,  not  with  any  view  to  a' 
method  of  fimples,  but  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  virtues  of  fuch 
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medicinal  fubdances  as  are  pofTefleci  of  the  qualities  which  make  th« 
objects  of  tlie  rtfpe^tive  articles.  I  fliall  dwell  no  longer  on  genera' 
rerieftions,  but  proceed  to  an  account  of  each  of  the  fimples  feparately. 


ABIETIS  li'^mm^  fummitatns, 
Pint  picece  vel  Pint  nbictis  Lin. 
The  filver  and  the  red  fir;  tlieir 
wood,  tops,  and  cones. 

Thefe  are  large  ever-green  trees, 
frcqueHt  in  the  northern  climates. 
The  firft  is  faid  to  be  found  wild  in 
fome  parts  of  England,  and  the 
fecond  on  the  hills  of  Scotland. 
From  thefe  trees,  in  different  parts 
of  Germany,  the  Stralbnrgh  tur- 
pentine is  extrafted,  of  which  here- 
after.,  The  wood,  and  the  fruit  or 
cones,  gathered'  about  the  end  of 
autumn,  abound  with  refinous  mat- 
ter, and,  yield,  in  diftiHation  with 
(  water,  an  eflential  oil,  not  greatly 
ditTercnt  from  that  obtained  by  the 
fame  means  from  turpentine. — The 
wood  and  tops  of  the  fir  trees,  on 
account  of  their  refinous  juice,  are 
fometimes  employed  in  dtcoftions 
and  diet  drinks,  for  pomoting  urine 
and  fiveat,  purifying  the  blood  and 
juices.,  and  clean fing  and  healing  :n- 
ternal  utccrano7is,  particularly  liiofe 
of  the  urinary  paHages.  See  the 
article  Tek  ebinthin  a. 

Med.  Virt.  diuretic, '  and  dia- 
■fhoretic. 

Pkep.  DecoHion. 

ABROTONI  MARIS  folia: 
Artemlfiee  abrotoni  Lin.  Spec. 
Plant.  Southernwood  ;  the  leaves 
[£.£.] 

This  is  a  flirubby  plant,  clotlied 
with  very  tinely  divided  leaves,  of  a 
greyifli  green  colour  :  the  flowers, 
which  are  very  fnValland  yellovvifli, 
hang  downwards,  feveral  together, 
from  the  middle  of  the  branches  to 
.the  top.  It  is  a  native  of  the  warm- 
er countries ;  in  this  it  is  cultivated 
in  gardens  :  the  leaves  fall  off  every 
winter:  the  roots  and  ftalks  abide 
many  years. 

Southern  wood  has  a  ftrong,  not 


very  difagreeablc  fmell;  and  a  nau- 
feous,  pungent,  bitter  tafte;  which 
is  totally  extrafted  by  rectified  fpi- 
rit,  lefs  perfeftly  by  watery  liquors. 
It  is  recommended  as  an  anthel- 
mintic;  and  in  cold  leucophleg- 
matic  habits,  as  a  flimulant,  deter- 
gent, aperient,  and  fudorijic.  The 
prefent  practice  has  almoft  entirely 
confined  its  ufe  to  external  applica- 
tions. The  leaves  are  frequently 
employed  in  difciitimt  and  aw.ifep- 
tic  fomentations  ;  and  have  been  re- 
commended alfo  in  lotions  and  un- 
guents for  cutaneous  eruptions,  and 
the  falli^ig  off  of  the  hair. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant;  deter- 
gent; aperient,  and  fudorific. 

Prep.  DccoHion,  and  TinBure ;  —'. 
Lotion,  and  Ointment  for  cutaneous 
eruptions. 

JBROTONI  FEMINM  folia  : 

Santolitiie  chamcccyjarijji  Lin.  La- 
vendar-cotton  ;  the  leaves. 

This  plant  is  all  over  white  and 
hoary  :  the  leaves  are  compofed 
of  fmall  knobs  fet  in  rows  along  a 
middle  ribj  the  flowers  ftand  up- 
right on  the  tops  of  the  ftalks.  It 
is  raifed  in  gardens,  flowers  in  June 
and  Julv,  and  holds  its  leaves  all 
the  winter. 

The  r.brotonum  fcemina  is  fup- 
pofed  to  poflefs  the  fame  virtues 
with  the  mas ;  but  in  a  lefs  degree. 
For  external  purpofts,  the  medi- 
cal difference  betwixt  them  is  not 
very  great.  —  The  abrotonum  fce- 
mina is  recommended  by  fome  in 
hyjleric  and  other  female  complaints  : 
it  has  been  cuflomary  among  the 
common  people  to  ufe  a  decodion 
of  it  in  milk  agahijl  worms. 

Med.  Vikt.  Stimulant,  deter- 
gent, and  anthelmintic. 

Prep.  DecoFtion,   2lX\A  Ointmn. 
for  cutaneous  eruptions. 
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ABSINTHII  VULGARIS  fo- 
lia:  Atemifie  abjinthii  Lm. 
Common  wormwood;  the  leaves 
[Z,.  £.1 

The  leaves  of  this  fort  of  worm- 
wood are  divided  into  roundifli 
fegments,  of  a  dull  green  colour 
above,  and  whitilli  underneath.  It 
grows  wild  in  feveral  parts  of  Eng- 
land ;  about  London  large  quanti- 
ties are 'cultivated  for  medicinal  ufe: 
it  flowers  in  June  and  .  July  ;  and, 

.after  having  ripened  its  feeds,  dies 
down  to  the  ground,  except  a  tuft 
of  the  lower  leaves,  which  generally 

.  abides  the  winter. 

Wormwood  is  a  ftrong  bitter  : 

land  was  formerly  much  ufed  as 
fuch,  againft  weaknefe  of  the  fto- 
mach,  and  the  like,  in  medicated 

twines  and  ales.    At  prefent  it  is 

•rarely  employed  in  thefe  inten- 
tions, on  account  of  the  ill  relifli 
and  olfenfive  fmell  with  which  it  is 

:  accompanied.  From  thefe  it  may 
be  in  part  freed  by  keeping,  and 
totally  by  long  coction,  the  bitter 

.-remaining  entire.  An  extraft,  made 

:  by  boiling  the  leaves  in  a  large 
quantity  of  water,  and  evaporating 
.  the  liquor  with  a  ftrong  fire,  proves 
:  a  bitter  fufficienrly  grateful,  with- 
out any  difguftful  flavour.  —  An 
oil  dillilled  from  this  plant  [Z.  E.\ 
and  an  extraft  [£.]  are  kept  in  the 
ilhops. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic^  corrobo- 
•  rant^  anthelmintic. 

Prep.  Oil — Extrail. — Conferv. — • 
i  in  Common  Fomentation  —  Green 
Oil. 

ABSINTHII  MARITIMI  fum- 
'Tnifates:    J]rtemijia  maritiime  Lin. 
Sea  wormwood,  commonlv,  but 
falfely,  called  Roman  wormwood  ; 
the  tops  [Z,.] 

The  leaves  of  fea  wormwood 
are  much  fmaller  than  thofe  of  the 
common,  and  hoary  on  tiie  upper 
fide,  well  as  tlie  .ower;  the 
flaiki  aifo  arc  hoary  all  over.  It 
grows  wild  about  our  falfmarflies, 


and  in  feveral  parts  near  the  fea 
coafls.  —  In  tafte  and  fmell  it  is 
weaker  and  lefs  unpleafaiit  than  the 
common  wormwood.  The  virtues 
of  both  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
fame  kind,  and  to  differ  only  in  de- 
gree. They  have  both  been  con- 
lidered  as  Jhmachic,  and  conohorant. 
The  elTential  oil  of  wormwood  h;is 
been  given  internally,  in  dofes  of 
two  or  three  drops,  made  into  pills 
with  crumbs  of  bread  as  a  vermi- 
fuge, with  fuccefs ;  and,  on  the 
fame  account,  fometimes  applied 
to  the  abdomen. 

The  tops  enter  three  of  our  di- 
ftilled  waters,  and  give  name  to  a 
conferve  [L.j  They  are  an  ingre- 
dient alfo  in  the  common  fomenta- 
tion and  green  oil  [L.] 

Med.  Viet,  and  Pre?.  The  fame 
as  the  former. 

ABSIXTHII  ROMANI  folia  : 
Artemifia  mnritinire  Lin.  S.  P. 
Roman  wormwood  ;  the  leaves  and 
tops  [£.] 

This  fpecies  is  very  different  in 
appearance  from  the  two  forego- 
ing :  it  is  in  all  its  parts  fmailer 
than  either;  the  leaves  are  divided 
into  fine  filaments,  and  hoary  on 
the  lower  fide  ;  the  ftalks,  eithef 
entirely  or  in  part,  of  a  purplifli 
hue.  It  is  a  native  of  the  \varmer 
countries,  and,  at  prefent,  difficult- 
ly  procurable  in  this,  though  as 
hardy  and  as  eafily  raifed  as  any  of 
the  other  forts.  Sea  wormwood 
has  long  fupplied  its  place  in  the 
markets,  and  been  in  general  mif- 
taken  for  it. 

Roman  wormwood  is  lefs  un- 
grateful than  either  of  the  others : 
its  fmell  is  tolerably  pleafant :  the 
taf}e,  though  manifeflly  bitter, 
fcarce  difagreeable.  It  appears 
to  be  -  the  moft  eligible  of  the 
three  as  a  Jiomachic  ;  and  is  like- 
wife  recommended  by  fome  in 
dropfies. 

SliiD.  Virt.  and  Prep.  The  fame 
as  the  former. 
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_  JCACTA  [£.]  :  tlie  iiifpilTated 
juice  of  the  unripe  fruit  of  a  large 
prickly  tree.  Mam/a  nilotica  Lin. 
S.  P. 

This  juice  is  brotight  to  us  from 
Egypt,  ill  rounilifli  niaflcs,  M'rapt 
up  in  thill  bladders.  It  is  out- 
wardly of  a  deep  brown  colonr, 
inclining  to  black;  inwardly  of  a 
reddilh  or  yellowifli  brown  ;  of  a 
firm  confiftence,  but  not  very  dry. 
It  foon  foflens  in  the  mouth,  and 
difcovers  a  rouf^h,  not  difa^jeeable 
raftc,  vvdiich  is  followed  by  a  fweet- 
ifli  relifli.  This  inrpifrated  juice 
entirely  dilTolves  in  watery  liquors  ; 
but  is  fcarce  fenfibly  aded  on  by 
reftified  fpirit. 

Acacia  is  a  mild  ajlringent  me- 
dicine.   The  Egyptians  give  it  in 
f/)itti7ig  cf  blood,    in   the  quantity 
of  a  dram,  diflblved  in  any  conve- 
■^nient  liquor;  and  repeat  tliis  dofe 
occafionally  :  they  likewife  employ 
it  in  collyria  for  Jlrengthenmg  the 
eyes,  and   in  gavgnrifms  for  quin- 
feys.    What  is  ufually  fold  for  the 
Egyptian  acacia,  is  the  infpifTated 
juice  of  unripe  floes  :  this  is  harder, 
heavier,  of  a  darker  colo'ur,  and 
fomevvhat  fliarper  tafte,  than  the 
true  fort. 

Med.  ViRT.  AJlringent. 
ACANTHI  folia  :  Acanthi  fativi 
vel  mollis  PlrgilH'  C.  B.  Brank- 
urfine;  the  leaves. 

This  is  a  beautiful  plant,  grow- 
ing naturally  in  Italy,  and  other 
warm  climates :  from  its  leaves, 
the  ancients  are  faid  to  have  taken 
the  idea  of  their  mofl:  beautiful  or- 
der of  architefture.  All  the  parts 
of  it  have  a  foft  fweetifii  tafle,  and 
abound  with  a  mucilaginous  juice : 
its  virtues  do  not  feem  to  differ 
from  thofe  ofalthjEa  and  other  mu- 
cilaginous plants. 

.  ACETOSA  vulgaris,  Acctofa 
pratcnfis  [L.  £.]  Common  forrel ; 
the  roots  and  leaves. 

Sorrel  grows  wild  in  fields  and 


meadows     thro'.:g'ior,t  lingland. 
The  leaves  have  a  reflringent  acid 
tafle,  without  any  fmell  or  parti- 
cular flavour.    Their  medical  cf- 
fe6Vs  are,  /o  rw',  quench  thirf,  and 
promite  the  urinary  difcharge  : .  a  dc- 
coflion  of  them  in  luhey  affords  an 
ttfcful  and  agreeable  drink  in  fclrile 
or  inflammatory  difordrr.'  ;  u!cd  alfo  • 
againfl  biiious  and  fcorbutic  acri- 
mony, and  is  recommended  by 
Boerhaave  to  be  uT  d  in  the  IJpring 
as  one  of  the  moft  efficacious  aperients 
and  detergents.  Some  kinds  of  fcur- 
vies  liave  yielded  to  the  continued 
ufe  of  this  medicine:  the  Green- 
landers,  who  are  verv  fubje6t  to 
this  diltemper,  are  faid  to  employ, 
with  good  fuccefs,  a  mixture  of  the 
juices  of  forrel  and  fcurvygn.-fs. 
The  only  officinal  preparation  of 
this  plant,  is  an  effential  fait  from 
the  juice  of  the  leaves  [£.] 

The  roots  of  forrel  have  a  bitter- 
ifli  auflere  tafle,  without  any  aci- 
dity :  they  are  faid  to  be  dcobftruent 
and  diuretic ;  and  have  fometimes 
had  a  place  in  aperient  apozems, 
to  which  they  impart  a  reddifli  co- 
lour. 

Med.  Virt,  Aftringent,  miiti' 
fcorbutic. 

Prep.  An  e^eutial  Salt  for  tzk- 
ing  out  Spots  in  Clothes  —  A  De^ 
coRion. 

ACETUM  [L.  E.-\  Vinegar: 
an  acid  produced  from  fermented 
vinous  liquors  by  a  fecond  fern:cn- 
tation.    See  pa^e  5. 

U'^ine  vinegar  is  confiderably 
purer  than  that  prepared  from  malt 
liquors  ;  the  latter,  however  acid 
and  fine,  contains  a  large  portion 
of  a  vifcous  mucilaginous  fub- 
flance;  as  is  evident  from  the 
ropinefs  and  fliminefs  to  which 
this  kind  of  vinegar  is  very  much 
fubjefi ;  the  ftronger  and  more  fpi- 
rituous  the  wine,  the  better  and 
flronger  vinegar  it  yields.  The 
French  vinegars  are  faid  bv  Geof- 
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froy  to  faturate  above  one- thirty- 
fifth  of  their  weight  of  fixt  alkaline 
fait,  and  fomeof  them  no  lels  than 
one-tweltth ;  the  befl:  of  the  Ger- 
man vinegars  little  more  than  one- 
fortieth. 

Vinegar  is  a  medicine  of  excel- 
leiit  ufe  in  all  kinds  of  inflammatory 
mnJ  pu'.Tid  (liforJersy  either  internal 
or  external :  in  ardait,  bilious  fevers, 
feftilcntial,  and  other  ?italignant  dif- 
tem^rs,  it  is  recommended  by  Boer- 
haave  as  one  of  the  moll  certain  fu- 
dorifics.  (See  the  feftion  of  acids, 
jKlge  66.)  If  'cahiejs,  fainting,  vo- 
miting, hyflcrical,  and  hypoconclriacal 
complaints,  have  been  frequently 
relieved  by  vinegar  applied  to  the 
mouth  and  nofe,  or  received  into 
the  ftomach.  It  has  been  ufed  in- 
ternally in  rabies  cauina ;  water, 
Aveetened  with  honey,  and  ftrongly 
medicated  with  vinegar,  is  efteem- 
ed  an  antidote  againft  vegetable  poi- 
JoKs — but  fliould  be  preceded  by  an 
emetic  of  antimgnium  tartarifatum, 
or  vitriolum  album. — Diftilled  vi- 
negar in  the  quantity  of  two 
or  tluee  ounces  in  a  day,  for  a 
continuance,  premifed  by  bleed- 
ing, is  recommended  in  maniacal 
cafes. 

Med.  \  irt.  Cordial,  refrigerant, 
fudoripc,  and  aiitifeptic. 

Prep.    A  difiilled  fpirit. 

ACONITUM,  [£.  L.]  Aconi- 
turn  Napellus  Lin.  S.  P.  Blue 
Wolfsbane. 

This  is  a  perennial  plant,  having 
many  ftalks  arifing  from  one  root, 
alternate  petiolated  leaves  divided 
into  five  parts,  each  portion  cut 
into  linear  fegments;  and  terminal 
bunches  of  irregular  blue  flowers 
with  five  petals,  manv  ftamina,  and 
th  ree  piflils,  fucceeded  by  three 
capfules  containing  feeds.  It  is  a 
native  of  varjous  parts  of  Europe 
and  Virginia"  It  is  found  alfo  in 
the_  rr.ountainous  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Switzerland,  and  in  ear- 
dens. 


Blue  wolfsbane,  when  firfl:  ga- 
thered, has  a  flrong  fmell,  but  no 
peculiar  tafte :  and  has  long  bceu 
known  to  be  one  of  the  molt:  viru- 
lent of  the  vegetable  poifons.  it 
occafions  giddinefs,  convulfior.s, 
violent  purgings  both  upwards  and 
downwards,  faintings,  cold  fwears, 
and  even  death  itfelf.  Dr.  Stotrck 
was  the  firfl:  who  ventured  to  intro- 
duce it  into  medicine.  His  formu- 
la was  two  grains  of  the  infpi:T;it- 
ed  juice  nibbed  down  with  two 
drams  of  fugar.  Ten  grains  of 
this  was  given  night  and  morning, 
and  increafed  gradually  to  i\x 
drachms  twice  a  day.  '  But  the 
common  dofe  now  is  from  half  a 
grain  to  four  twice  a  day,  or  of  a 
tinfrjre  n:ade  with  fix  parts  of  the 
dried  leaves  to  one  part  fpirits  of 
wine — dofe  twenty  to  fortv  drops; 
and  by  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of  it, 
great  relief  was  obtained  in  fixed 
rheumatic  and  arthritic  pains,  fpina 
veniofa,  itch,  fcirrhous  tumours,  vene- 
real twdes,  anchylofes,  tmaurofs, 
and  other  fimiiar  complaints;  iv- 
termitting  fevers,  convuljive  difar- 
ders. 

Mkd.  Virt.  Karcotic. 
Prep.  Foivder  —  Tindure  —  ^.r- 
traa. 

ADIANTHI  FERT  feu  capilli 
F ^neris  folia  Lin.  True  maiden- 
hair ;  the  leaves. 

This  is  a  low  evergreen  herb, 
and  ona  of  thofe  which,  from  the 
llendernefs  of  their  llalk,  are  called 
capillary.  It  is  a  native  of  Italy, 
and  the  fouthern  parts  of  France; 
whence  the  leaves  are  fometimes 
brought  to  us.  Thefe  have  an 
agreeable,,  but  very  weak  fmell; 
and  a  , mucilaginous  fomewhat 
roughifli  tafte,  which  they  readily 
impart  to  boiling  water. 

Maidenhair  has  been  greatly  ce- 
lebrated in  diforders  of  the  hreaft, 
proceeding  from  a  ihinnefs  and  acri- 
mony of  the  juices  ;  and  likc^juife  for 
opening  obflrudions  of  th  vifcaa,  and 
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fromtiti^  iJie  expc^iorntion  of  iouyji 
fhkgiii.  But  modern  praftice  pays 
little  regard  to  it ;  nor  is  it  often 
to  be  met  with  in  the  fliops ;  the 
TRICHOMANES,  or  EngUJlt  maitl- 
en-Iinii;  whicn  is  of  the  fame 
quality,  generally  fupplying  '  its 
place. 

Miii).  ViRT.  Atlenuat'ingy  ape- 
rient. 

Prep.  Deco^iion.  —  Iiifufion  with 
liquorice,  and  fweetened  —  drank 
as  tea. 

^RUGO  [i.  £.]  Verdegris. 
This,  is  a  preparation  of  copper, 
made  chiefly  at  Montpellier.  in 
France,  by  llratifyin<j;  copper-plates 
with  grape  llalks  that  have  been 
impregnated  with  a  fermented  ve- 
getable acid.  In  a  few  days,  the 
plates  are  found  covered  with  a 
pale-green  downy  matter,  which 
is  fcraped  off  from  the  copper  and 
the  procefs  again  repeated. 

Verdegris,  as  it  comes  to  iis,  is 
generally  mingled  with  ftalks  of  the 
grape ;  thefe  may  be  feparated,  in 
pulverifation,  by  difcontinuing  the 
operation,  as  foon  as  what  remains 
feems  to  be  almoft  entirely  com- 
pofed  of  them. 

,Verdegris  is  rarely  or  never  iifed 
internally.  Some  writers  greatly 
extol  it  as  rt«  emetic,  and  fay,  that 
a  grain  or  two  being  taken,  it  aiHis 
as  foon  as  received  into  the  ilo- 
mach ;  but  its  life  has  been  too 
often  followed  by  dangerous  confe- 
quences.  (See  the  article  Cu- 
prum.)— Verdegris,  applied  exter- 
nally, proves  a  get: tie  detergent  and 
efcliarotic,  and  ferves  to  take  down 
fungous  ftjh  arifng  in  -wounds,  and 
clean  foul  ulcers. 

Med.  V I  r  t  .  Detergent  —  efcha- 
rotic. 

Prep,  Honey  —  Ointment  — 
Balfam. 

AGALLOCHUM  feu  lignum 
aloes.    Aloes  wood. 

There  have  been  different  con- 


jcftures  concerning  this  wood,  but 
no  f.<lisfa£tory  account  of  it  has 
hitherto  appeared.  Authors  dl- 
ftinguifli  feveral  forts  of  Agallp- 
chum,  moft  of  which  are  ftrangers 
to  Europe.  That  which  comes  to 
lis  is  in  little  hard  ponderous 
pieces,  of  a  yellowifli-brown  co- 
lour, with  feveral  black  or  pur* 
plilh  veins.  It  has  a  bitterifli  aro- 
matic tafte:  and  a  fragrant  fmell, 
efj)ecially  if  reduced  to  powder, 
or  fet  on  fire.  Diftilled  with  wa- 
ter, it  affords  a  very  fragrant  eflen- 
tial  oil,  but  in  fmall  quantity  :  di- 
gefted  in  rectified  fpirit,  it  yields 
an  elegant  tincture,  which  lofes 
nothing  valuable  in  being  eva- 
porated to  the  confiftence  of  an 
extract. 

Agallochum  is  at  prefent  of  very 
little  ufe  in  medicine,  and  rarely 
to  be  met  with  in  the  fliops.  If  it 
could  be  eafily  procured,  at  leaft 
the  better  fort  of  it  bids  fair  to  be 
a  very  iifeful  cordial.  Hoffman 
greatly  recommends,  in  this  inten- 
tion, the  diftilled  oil,  and  fpirituous 
tinfture :  and  efteems  a  rnix  ture  of 
this  latter  •zvil/i  tinciurc  of  feel  an  ex- 
cellent corroborant. 

AGARICUS:  Boletus  Pini—La- 
ricis  Lin.  Agaric  ;  a  fungus  grow- 
ing on  old  larch  trees. 

This  fungus  is  an  irregular 
fpongy  fubftance,  extremely  light, 
and  of  a  uniform  fnoivy  whitenefs 
(except  the  cortical  part,  which  is 
ufuaiiy  taken  off  before  the  agaric 
is  brought  into  the  fliops).  It  cuts 
freely  with  a  knife,' without  dif- 
covering  any  hardnefs  or  grittinefs, 
and  readily  crumbles  betwixt  the 
fingers  into  a  powder.  It  has  no 
remarkable  fmell ;  its  tafte  is  at  firft 
fweetifli,  but  on  chewing  for  a 
little  while,  proves  acrid,  bitter, 
and  naufeous. 

Agaric  was  formerly  in  great 
efteem  as  a  cathartic,  but  the  pre- 
fent practice  has  almoft  entirely 
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have  denied  it  to  have  any.  purga- 
tive virtue  at  all.-  Given  in  fub- 
ftance,  it  almoft  akwys  occajions 
naufea,  not  unfrequentlv  wmtt- 
•,  and  fometimes  exceJi-Je  tor- 
mina of  tl'.e.boivels;  tliefe  etfefts  are 
attributed  to  its  light  farinace- 
ous matter  adhering  to  the  coats 
of  the  inteftines,  and  producing  a 
conftant  irritation,  Tlie  bed  prc- 
parati  in  of  agaric  feems  to  be  an 
extraft  made  with  water,  in  which 
lixt  alkaline  fait  has  been  difTolv- 
ed  ;  or  with  vinegar  or  wine  ;  the 
firft  is  faid  by  Boulduc,  and  the 
other  two  by  Neumann,  to  prove 
effedual  and  fafe  purgatives.  Kc- 
verthelefs,  this  is  at  beft  a  precari- 
ous medicine,  of  which  we  ftand 
in  no  manner  of  need. 
Med.  Virt.  Cathartic. 
1'repar.  Jqueous  E.xtraH  —  not 
now  in  ufe. 

AGARICUS.  Boletus  igniarius 
Lin.  [E.]  Female  agaric,  or  agaric 
of  the  oak ;  called,  from  its  being 
very  cafily  inflammable,  touchwood, 
or  fpunk. 

}■  This  fungus  is  frequently  met 
with,  on  different  kinds  of  trees, 
.  in  England ;  and  is  faid  to  have 
'  been  fometimes  brought  Into  the 
;  fhops  mixt  with  the  true  agaric  of 
:  the  larch.   From  this  it  is  eafily  di- 
:  fiinguifhable  by  its  greater  weight, 
dufky  colour,  and  mucilaginous 
•  tafte,  void  of  bitternefs.    The  me- 
dullary part  of  this  fungus,  beaten 
foft,   and  applied  externally,  has 
been  greatly  celebrated  as  a  Jlyptic, 
and  faid  to  rrjlram  not  only  venal  but 
arterial  hcemorrhagis,   without  the 
I'.fe  of  ligatures.    It  does  not  ap- 
jicar,   however,  to  have  any  real 
ftypfic  power,  or  to  aft  any  other- 
wife  than  dry  lint,  fponge,  or  other 
foft  fungous  applications. 

MhD.  VHT.  Styfrtic. 

pRiPAR.  Pieces  applied  exter- 
nally. 


AGRIMO'NIJE folia  :  agrimonia 
eupatoria — Agrimony;  the  leaves. 
Lin. 

Thisisa  coinmon  plant  in  hedges, 
and  the  borders  of  fields.  The  leaves 
have  an  herbaceous,  fomcwhat  a- 
crid,  roughifli  tafte,  accompanied 
with  an  aromatic  flavour.  Agri- 
mony is  faid  to  be  aperient,  detergent^ 
and  to  Jtrc7igthen  thf  tone  of  the  vif~ 
cera:  hence  it  is  recommended  in 
fcorhutic  diforders,  in  debility  and 
laxity  of  the  intcftines,  &:c.  Digefted 
in  whey,  it  affoids  an  ufefui  diet- 
drink  for  the  fpring  feafon,  not 
ungrateful  to  the  p^ilate  or  ftomach. 

Med.  Virt.  Attenuant  and 
tonic, 

Prepar.  Infnfed  in  whey,  it 
forms  a  diet-drink  ufed  by  fome  in 
fpring. 

ALCEJE  folia :  malvee  verbe- 
nacrp.  Vervain  mallow ;  the  leaves. 

This  is  eafily  diftinguifliable 
from  the  common  and  marfli  mal- 
low, by  its  leaves  being  jagged  or 
cut  in  about  the  edges.  It  grows 
in  hedges,  and  flowers  the  greateft. 
part  of  the  fummer.  Alcea  agrees  in 
quality  with  th/f  alth^a  and 
MALVA  vulgaris;  but  appears  to 
be  lefs  mucilaginous  than  either. 

ALCHIMILLM  folia:  'Alchi- 
millre  vulgaris,,  Lin.  Lady's  mantle ; 
the  leaves. 

This  grows  wild  in  many  parts 
of  England,  but  is  rarely  met  with 
about  London.  The  leaves  feem 
as  if  plaited  or  folded  together,  fo 
as  to  have  given  occafion  to  the 
Englifli  name  of  the  plant.  The 
leaves  of  alchimilla  difcovcr  to  the 
tafte  a  moderate  aftringency,  and 
were  formerly  much  efteemed  in 
fome  female  weaknejjes,  and  in  fluxes 
of  the  belly.  They  are  now  rarely 
made  ufe  of;  though  both  the 
leaves  and  roots  ?night,  dmbtlefs,  be 
of  fcrvice  in  cafes  where  mild  ajiri/i' 
gent!  are  re^uii  cd, 

MiiD.  Virt.  Aflringent, 
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JlLKEKENGT  fat  halkacabi 
fruiUs:   Alkekcngl    Phyfalis,  Lin. 
Winter  cherry  :  the  fruit. 

This  is  a  low,  branched  flirub, 
bearing  leaves  like  thofc  of  night- 
Ihade  ;  with  wliite  flowers,  which 
ftand  fingle  at  the  points.  The 
flower-cup  changes  into  a  meiTi- 
branoiis  cover,  which  at  Ien2;th 
biirfts,  and  difcovers  a  fruit  of  a 
fine  red  colour,  about  the  fize  of  a 
common  cherr\'.  The  fruit  ripens 
in  Oftober,  and  continues  frequent- 
ly to  the  middle  of  December. 
This  plant  grows  wild  in  fome 
parts  of  France,  Germany,  &c. 
The  beauty  and  latenefs  of  its  fruit 
have  gained  it  a  place  in  our  gar- 
dens. 

Winter  cherries  are  faid  by  moft 
writers  to  be  extremely  bitter  :  but, 
as  Haller  juftly  obfcrves,  the  cher- 
ry itfelf,  if  carefully  freed  from  the 
cover  (which  is  very  bitter  and 
pungent),  hus  merely  a  fubacid 
tafle.  They  fland  highly  recom- 
tnended  as  Jetergetit,  aperient,  diu- 
retic, and  lor  expelling  gravel :  four, 
five,  or  more  of  the  cherries  are 
direfled  for  a  d'ofe,  or  an  mince 
of  the  exprefl'ed  juice.  Mr.  Ray 
tells  tis  of  a  gouty  perfon  who  was 
cured  and  kept  free  from  returns 
of  his  diforder,  by  taking  eight  of 
.  thefe  cherries  at  each  change  of 
the  moon;  thefe  occafioned  a  co- 
pious difcharge  of  extremely  fccud 
tirine. 

■  Med.  Virt.  Aperient  and  di-u- 
tetic,  \ 

Prepar.  Dried  and poivdered.— 
Infpijfated  juice., 

ALLIARIJE  folia.  Etyfimi^  al- 
liaria,  Lin.  Sauce  alone,  or  jack 
by  the  hedge  ;  the  kaves. 

This  is  common  in  hedges  and 
fliady  waftc  places,  flowerirtg  in 
May  and  June.  The  leaves  have 
a  bitterifli  acrid  tafte,  and,  when 
rubbed  betwixt  the  fingers,  a  flrong 
fmell,  approaching  to  that  of  gar- 
iick.    They  are  recommended  in- 


ternally as  fudorifus  and  tleobftru- 
ents,  fomewhat  of  the  nature  of 
garlick,  but  much  milder;  and  ex- 
ternallyasfl/i/Z/^/i/zV/  ingangrenes  and 
cancerous  ulcers.  Hildanus  iifed  to' 
gather  the  herb  for  thefe  laft  pur- 
pofcs  in  the  fpring,  and  expofe  it 
for  a  day  to  the  aftion  of  a  dry  air 
in  a  fliady  place;  being  then  com- 
mitted to  the  prefs,  it  yielded  a- 
juice  pnfTefling  the  fmell  and  tafle- 
of  the  alliaria:  this,  he  informs  us, 
with  a  little  oil  on  the  furface,  keeps 
in  perfei^ion  for  years  ;  whereas  the 
herb  in  fubflance  foon  lofes  its  vir- 
tue in  keeping 

Med.  Virt.  Sudorific  —  deob- 
flruent. 

ALLIUM:  radix  Allii  fativi— 
Lin.  S.  P.  Garhck;  the  roots' 
[L.  E.] 

Thefe  roots  are  of  the  bulbous 
kind,  of  an  irregularly  roundifU 
fliape,  with  fcveral  fibres  at  the 
bottom  :  each  root  is  compofed  of 
a  number  of  lefl'er  bulbs,  called 
cloves  of  garlick,  inclofed  in  one 
common  membranous  coat  and 
eafily  feparable  from  one  another. 
All  the  parts  of  this  plant,  but 
more  efpecially  the  roots,  have  a 
ftrong  offenfive  fmell,  and  an  a-« 
crimonious,  almolt  cauftic  tafte. 
The  root  applied  to  the  fkin  in- 
flames, and  often  exulcerates  the 
part.  Its  fmell  is  extremely  pene- 
trating and  difFufive ;  when  the 
root  is  applied  to  the  feet,  its  fcent 
is  foon  difcoverable  in  the  breath  ; 
and  when  taken  internally,  its 
fmell  is  communicated  to  the  urine, 
or  the  matter  of  an  iflue,  and 
perfpires  through  the  pores  of  the 
fkin. 

This  pungent  root  warms  and 
flimulates  the  folids,  and  attenu- 
ates tenacious  juices.  Hence,  in 
cold  leucophlegmatic  habits,  it 
proves  a  poivejful  expe/loranl,  diu- 
retic, and  enimenagogue ;  and  if  the 
patient  be  kept  warm,  a  fudorific. 
In  humouml  afihmas,  and  catarrhus 
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<ii/orclers  of  the  hreajf,  in  fome  fcur- 
I'iis,  Jiatuknt  colics,  hyjierical  and 
other  diftafet  proceeding  from  lax- 
ity of  the  folidj,  and  cold  fluggifll 
indilpofition  of  the  fluids,  it  has 
generally  good  effefts  :  it  has  like- 
\i-ife  been  found  fervic'cable  in  fome 
hydropic  cpfs.  SYDENHAM  relates, 
that  he  has  known  the  dropfy 
cured  by  the  ufe  of  garlick  alone; 
he  recommends  it  chiefly  as  a  warm 
ftrengtheaing  medicine  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe. 

The  liberal  ufe  of  garlick  is  apt 
to  occafion  head-achs,  flatulencies, 
third,  febrile  heats,  inflammatory 
diltempers,  and  fometimes  dis- 
charges of  blood  from  the  haemor- 
rhoidal  velTels.  In  hot  bilious  con- 
ftitutions,  where  there  is  already 
a  degree  of  irritation,  where  the 
juices  are  too  thin  and  acrimonious, 
or  the  vifcera  unfound  ;  this  ftimu- 
lating  medicine  is  manifeflly  im- 
proper, and  never  fails  to  aggra- 
vate the  diftemper. 

The  molt  commodious  form  for 
the  taking  of  garlick,  a  medicine  to 
moft  people  not  a  little  unpleafant, 
is  that  of  a  bolus  or  pill.  Infufions 
in  fpirit, -wine,  vinegar,  and  water, 
although  containing  the  whole  of 
its  virtues,  are  fo  acrimonious,  as 
to  be  unfit  for  general  ufe.  A  fyrup 
and  oxymel  of  it  are  kept  in  the 
fliops. 

•  Garlick  infufed  in  brandy  is  a 
medicine  efteemed  highly  ufeful  in 
gouty  affections  of  the  llomach:  — 
where  its  operation  is  intended  to 
be  long  continued,  and  the  ftomach 
will  bear  it,  a  clove  or  two  dipped 
in  oil,  and  fwallowed,  has  been  re- 
commended as  the  beft  mode  of 
adminiftration. 

Garlick  made  into  an  unguent 
with  oils,  &:c.  and  applied  exter- 
nally, is  faid  to  rffolve  and  difcufs 
cold  tumours,  and  has  been  by 
feme  greatly  eflcemed  in  cutaneous 
difeafes.  It  hsi  iik'^wife  fometimes 


been  employed  as  a  reveJIent.  Sy- 
denham afTures  us,  that  among  all 
the  fubflances  which  occafion  a  de- 
rivation or  revulfion  from  the  head, 
none  operate  more  powerfully  than 
garlick  applied  to  the  foles  of  the 
feet :  hence  he  was  led  to  make 
ufe  of  it  in  the  confluent  fmall 
pox  :  about  the  eighth  day  after 
the  face  began  to  fwell,  the  root 
cut  in  pieces,  and  tied  in  a  linen 
cloth,  was  applied  to  the  foles,  and 
renewed  once  a  day  till  all  danger 
was  over. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant — atte* 
niiant — dfcuticnt,  and  diuretic. 

Prep.  Syrup, — Oxymel.  —  Oint- 
ment.— Poultice. 

JLNI  VULGARIS  folia  ^ 
cortex.  Betula  Alni  Lin.  The 
leaves  and  bark  of  the  alder  tree. 
Thefe  have  a  bitter  ftyptic  dif- 
agreeable  tafte.  The  bark  is  re- 
commended by  fome  in  intermittent 
fevers ;  and  a  decoflion  of  it  in  gar- 
gar  i  fm  s,  for  infammations  of  thetonfils. 

Med.  Virt.  Ajlringent. 

Prepar.  DecoHion.  —  Leaves 
chopped  and  heated,  efficacious  for 
difperfing  milk  in  the  breafls. 

ALOE.  Aloe  is  the  infpiflated 
juice  of  certain  plants  of  the  fame 
name.  The  ancients  diftinguiflied 
two  forts  of  aloes ;  the  one  was  pure 
and  of  a  yellowifli  colour,  inclining 
to  a  red,  refembling  the  colofir  of  a 
liver,  and,  thence,  named  hcpatif\ 
the  other  was  full  of  impurities, 
and,  hence,  fuppofed  to  be  only  the 
drofs  of  the  better  kind.  At  pre- 
fe.nt,  various  forts  are  met  with  in 
the  (bops;  which  are  diftinguiflied 
either  from  the  places,  from  the 
fpecies  of  the  plants,  or  from  fome 
differences  in  the  juices  tiiemfelves, 
Thefe  may  be  all  ranged  in  three 
claflVs  : 

(i)  Aloe  Socotorina  [Z,. 
Socotori nc  aloes,  brought  from  the 
ifland  Socotorain  the  Indian  ocean, 
wrapt  in  flyns;  it  is  obtained  from 
G  z 
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the  aloe  Succotoiina  angufiifolia  J'pi- 
"^Aj  flore  purpm  eo  Bryen.  Csf  Com- 
nielin.  V arielas  aloes  perfoHutiV,  Lin, 
— This  fort  is  the  piircft  of  the 
three ;  it  is  of  a  glofly  furface, 
clear,  and  in  fomc  degree  pellucid  ; 
in  the  liinip,  of  a  yellowidi  red  co- 
lour, with  a  purple  caft;-\vhen  re- 
duced to  powder,  of  a  bright  golden 
colour.  It  is  hard  and  friable  in 
the  winter,  fomewhat  pliable  in 
fummer,  and  grows  foft  betwixt  the 
fingers.  Its  tafte  is  bitter,  accom- 
panied with  an  aromatic  flavour, 
but  infufficientto  prevent  its  being 
difagreeable ;  the  fmell  is  not  very 
iinpleafant,  and  fomewhat  refem- 
bles  that  of  myrrh. 

(2)  Aloe  hepatica  [£,]  — 
Harba.lcnjis  [L.]  —  aloe  perfol'iata 
Lin.  Hepatic,  Barbadoes,  or  com- 
mon aloes;  the  juice  of  the  Aloe 
C.  B.  aloe  vera  vulgaris  Munting. — 
Hepatic  aloes  is  not  fo  clear  and 
bright  as  the  foregoing  fort ;  it  is 
alfo  of  a  darker  colour,  more  com- 
pacl  texture,  and  for  the  moft  part 
drier.  Its  fmell  is  much  ftronger 
and  more  difagreeable:  the  tafte 
Jntenfely  bitter  and  naufeous,  with 
little  or  nothii^g  of  the  fine  aro- 
matic flavour  of  the  Socotorine. — 
The  beft  hepatic  aloes  comes  from 
Barbadoes,  in  large  gourd  fliells; 
an  inferior  fort  of  it  (which  is  ge- 
nerally foft  and  clammy)  is  brought 
over  in  ca(l-;s. 

(3)  Aloe  caballina.  Fetid, 
caballine,  or  horfe  aloes  ;  the  pro- 
duce of  the  aloe  Giiitiecnjis  caballina 
vulgar i  fimilis  fed  iota  maculata 
Commelin. — This  fort  is  eafily  di- 
flinguiniedfrom  both  the  foregoing, 
by  Its  ftrong  rank  fmell ;  although, 
in  other  refpefts,  it  agrees  pretty 
much  with  the  hepatic,  and  is  not 
unfrequently  fold  in  its  ftead. 
Sometimes  the  caballine  aloes  is 
prepared  fo  pure  and  bright,  as 
not  to  be  diftingulfliable  by  the 
eye  even  from  the  Socotorine; 
but  its  offcnfive  fmelly  of  which 


it  cannot  he  diveftcd,  readily  be- 
trays it. 

All  the  forts  of  aloes  difTolve  in 
pure  fpirit,  proof  fpirir,  and  proof 
fpirit  diluted  with  half  its  weight 
of  v.'ater;  the  impurities  only  be- 
ing left.  They  diflblve  alfo  by  the 
affiftance  of  heat  in  water  alone; 
but  as  the  liquor  grows  cold,  the 
refinous  part  fubfides,  the  gummr 
remaining  united  with  the  water. 
The  hepatic  aloes  is  found  to  con- 
tain more  refin,  and  lefs  gum,  than 
the  Socotorine,  and  this  than  the 
caballine.  The  refins  of  all  the 
forts,  purified  by  fpirit  of  wine» 
have  little  fmell;  that  obtained 
from  the  Socotorine  has  fcarce  any 
perceptible  tafte ;  that  from  the 
hepatic,  a  flight  bitterifli  relifli,  and 
the  refin  of  the  caballine,  a  little 
more  of  the  aloetic  flavour.  The 
gummy  extracts  of  all  the  forts  are 
lefs  difagreeable  than  the  crude 
aloes  :  the  extraft  of  Socotorine 
aloes  has  very  little  fmell,  and  is 
in  tafte  not  unpleafant ;  that  of  the 
hepatic  has  a  fomewhat  ftronger 
fmell,  but  is  rather  more  agree- 
able in  tafte  than  the  extraft  of 
the  Socotorine  :  the  gum  of  the  ca- 
balline retains  a  confiderable  fliare 
of  the  peculiar  rank  fmell  of  this 
fort  of  aloes,  but  its  tafte  is  not 
much  more  unpleafant  than  that  of 
the  extracts  made  from  the  two 
other  forts. 

Aloes  is  a  ftimulating  cathartic 
bitter:  if  given  in  lb  large  a  dofe 
as  to  purge  efte^lualiy,  it  often  oc- 
cafions  an  irritation  about  the  anus, 
and  fometimes  a  difcharge  of  blood. 
Small  dofcs  of  it  frequently  repeated, 
not  only  clcanfe  the  prim f  Vr,  but 
likew  ife  attenuate  and'  dijfche  --'ifcid 
juices  in  the  remoter  parts,  "xarm  the 
habit ^  quicken  the  circulation,  and  pro- 
mote the  uterine  and  kamorrhoidal 
fiuxes.  This  medicine  is  particu- 
larly ferviceable  to  pcrfons  of  a 
phlegmatic  temperament  and  fcdcntary 
life,  and  \\'here  the  fomack  it  op- 
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prejfed  and  iveahneJ :  in  dry  bili- 
ous habits,  aloes  prove  injurious, 
immoderately  heating  the  blood, 
and  inflaming  the  bowels. 

The  juice  is  likewife,  on  account 
of  its  bitternefs,  fuppofed  to  kill 
■werKs,  either  taken  internally,  or 
applied  in  plafter  to  the  umbilical 
region.  It  is  alfo  celebrated  for 
rif.raining  external  hamorrhages,  and 
cleanjing  and  healing  "abounds  and 
ulcers. 

The  ancients  gave  aloes  in  much' 
larger  dofes  than  is  cufromary  at 
prefent.  Diofcorides  orders  half  a 
dram  or  a  dram  for  gently  loofeiiing 
the  belly  :  and  three  drams  when 
intended  to  have  the  full  effeft  of 
a  cathartic.  But  modern  praftice 
rarely  exceeds  a  fcruple,  and  limits 
the  greateft  dofe  to  two  fcruples. 
Far  the  common  purpofes  of  this 
medicine,  ten  or  ttuclve  grains  fiif- 
jice  :  taken  in  thefe  or  lefs  quanti- 
ties, it  afts  as  a  gentle  ftimularins; 
eccoprotic,  capable  of  removing, 
if  duly  continued,  very  obftinate 
obftructions. 

Aloes  in  dofes  of  a  few  grains  is 
occafionally  mixed  into  pills,  with 
a  third,  or  equal  parts,  of  fome  fa- 
ponaceous  or  refolvent  body,  fuch 
as  extract  of  liquorice,  and  gentian, 
fapo  albus,  or  the  like;  and  is  fel- 
dom  given  in  large  dofes,  or  to  hot 
bilious  habits :  it  is  a  flow,  but  fure- 
working  purge,  and  is  generally 
taken  at  bed  time,  feidom  operating 
until  the  next  day.  Aloes,  particu- 
larly in  its  operation,  afFeds  the  rec- 
tum; its  preparations  are  on  that 
account  fomatimes  employed  in 
larger  dofes,  to  produce  the  bleed- 
ing piles,  when  they  have  been 
fuddenly  and  injurioufly  fupprefled. 
The  particular  purpofes  for  which 
the  different  preparations  are  ad- 
niinillered  will  be  given  under  their 
refpeftive  heads. 

Some  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
purgative  virtue  of  aloes  refides 
entirely  in  its  rcfin;  l)ut  experience 
has  fliewn,  that  the  pure  refin  has 


little  or  no  purgative  quality ;  and 
that  the  gummy  part,  feparated  from 
the  refinous,  a6ls  more  powerfully 
than  crude  aloes.  If  the  aloes,  in- 
deed, be  made  to  undergo  long  coc- 
tion  in  the  preparation  of  the  gum- 
my exfraft,  its  cathartic  power  will 
be  confiderably  leffened,  not  from 
the  feparation  of  the  refin,  but  frmu 
an  alteration  made  in  the  juice 
ilfelf  by  the  heat.  The  ftrongeft 
vegetable  cathartics  become  mild 
by  a  like  treatment,  without  any  re- 
markable feparation  of  their  parts. 

Socotorine  aloes,  as  already  ob-r 
ferved,  contains  more  gummy  mat^ 
ter  than  the  hepatic ;  and  hence  it 
is  likewife  found  to  purge  more, 
and  with  greater  irritation.  The 
former  fort,  therefore,  is  moft  pro- 
per where  a  ftimulus  is  required, 
as  for  promoting  or  exciting  the 
menftrual  flux;  while  the  latter  is 
better  calculated  to  aft  as  a  commoa 
purge.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  vul- 
nerary and  balfamic  virtues  of  this 
juice  refide  chiefly  in  the  refin  ;  and 
hence  that  the  hepatic  aloes,  which 
is  moft  refinous,  is  moll;  ferviceable 
in  external  application. 

The  Edinburgh  college  direfts 
the  hepatic  aloes  in  the  tiyiB,  bcn- 
%oini  comp.  and  iinilura  myrrhce  et 
aloes,  defigned  for  external  ule ;  and 
the  Socotorine  in  thofe preparations 
or  compofitious  which  are  to  be 
taken  internally,  as . the  e/mV  r^ri 
c.  aj.  pitlvis  hierip  picree,  pilulasnlo- 
eticce,  pilula:  aloes  c.  myrrh,  pilulee 
Jlomachic^e,  aloes  c.  colocy nth,  8cc, 

The  London  college  ufes  the  So- 
cotorine only.  In  the  vinu>n  aloes, 
tinB.  aloes,  comp.  tind.  benzoes,  co?np. 
pulv.  aloeticus  c  guainco,  and  the 
other  pills  or  powders  wherein  aloes 
is  an  iiigredient,  the  Socotorinq 
kind  in  fubftancc  is  dire£led.  In 
the  pulvis  alo-ticm,  only  the  pure 
gummy  part  of  the  Socptorine  aloes 
is  employed,  the  fepjration  of 
which  from  the  refinous  matter,  is 
given  in  a  diftinft  procefs. 

Med.  Virt.  Cathartic. 
G  3 
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pREPAi.  Jnjpijfated  juice — in- 
gredient in  feveral  tin£lures  and 
pills. 

ALSINES  folia.    Alfines  media, 
Li/i.    Chicltwefel! ;  the  leaves. 

Tnis  plant  was  employed  by  the 
ancients  externally  aga'mjl  eryfipe- 
latous  and  other  injlammatoiy  dif- 
orders.  Later  times  have  given  it 
internally  in  liarnopto'e's,  as  a  reflora- 
tive  in  atrophies  and  conjumptions^ 
and  likewife  as  an  antepileptie. 
Some  recommend  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  the  exprefled  juice,  to  be 
taken  to  the  quantity  of  an  ounce.; 
others  the  dried  leaves,  in  the 
dofe  of  a  dram;  and  others  a 
water  diftilled  from  them.  But  if 
any  real  benefit  be  expefled  from 
aljine,  it  ought  to  be  ufed  liberally 
as  food ;  tliough  even  then,  its  ef- 
fefts  would  not,  perhaps,  be  fupe- 
rior  to  thofe  of  more  approved  cu- 
linary herbs. 

Med.  ViRT.  Refrigerant. 
ALTH^iE  folia^  radix:  Al- 
thisa  officinalis^  Lin.    Marfli -mal- 
lows ;  the  leaves  and  root  [L.  £.] 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  marflies, 
and  other  moin  places,  in  feveral 
parts  of  England;  though  fre- 
quently cultivated  for  medicinal 
ufe  in  gardens.  All  the  parts  of 
it  have  a  flimy  tafte,  and  abound 
with  a  foft  mucilaginous  fub- 
ftance,  which  is  readily  extracted 
by  water :  the  mucilage  of  the 
roots  appears  to  be  the  firongeft; 
and,  hence,  this  part  is  gene- 
rally made  ufe  of  in  preference  to 
the  others. 

This  plant  has  the  general  vir- 
tiies  of  an  emollient  medicine;  and 
proves  ferviceable  in  a  thin  acrimo- 
nious flate  of  the  juices,  and  nJiere 
t/is  natural  mucus  of  the  ifi/cjiines 
is  abraded.  It  is  chiefly  recom- 
mended m  jkarp  dfjiuxions  upon  the 
lungs,  hoarfenejfs,  dyf enter les,  and 
likewife  in  nrt>hr,tic  and  ceilcuhus 
complaints  ;  and  is  given  in  decoc- 
tion and  infufion,  with  pearl  bar- 


ley, and  liquorice  root,  and  with 
gum  for  the  relief  of  dyfury  and 
nephritic  complaints.  Not,  as  fome 
have  fuppofed,  that  this  medicine 
has  any  peculiar  power  of  difTol  ving 
or  expelling  the  calculus;  but  as, 
by  lubricating  and  relaxing  the  vef- 
fels,  it  procures  a  more  free  and 
eafy  paffage.  Althaea  root  is  fome- 
times  employed  externally  for  foft- 
ening  and  maturating  hard  tumours  : 
chewed,  it  is  faid  to  give  eafe  in 
difficult  dentition  of  children. 
Med.  Virt.  Emollient. 
P  R  E  p  A  R .    Syrup — Ointtnent. 
ALUMEN    [L.  £.]  ArgilU 
vitriolata.  Alum. 

Alum  is  a  fait  artificially  pro- 
duced from  certain  minerals,  by 
calcining  and  expofing  them  to  the 
air  ;  after  which  the  alum  is  elixat- 
ed  by  hneans  of  water.  The  largeft 
quantities  are  prepared  in  England, 
Germany,  and  Italy. 

This  fait  is  of  a  white  or  pale 
red  coloilr,  of  an  auftere  ftyptic 
tafte,  accompanied  with  a  naufeous 
fweetilhnefs.  It  diifolves  in  about 
twelve  times  its  weight  of  water ; 
and  concretes  again,  upon  duly 
evaporating  the  folution,  into  fe- 
mifranfparent  cryftals  of  an  ofta- 
gonal  figure.  Expbfed  to  the  fire, 
it  eafily  melts,  bubbles  up  in  blif- 
ters,  emits  a  copious  phiegm,  and 
then  turns  into  a  light  fpongy  white; 
mafs,  confiderably  more  acrid  than 
the  alum  was  at  firft:  th^s,  urged 
with  a  ftronser  fire,  yields  a  fmall 
quantity  of  acid  fpirit,  fimilar  to 
that  obtained  by  the  fame  means 
from  vitriol;  the  part  which  re- 
mains, if  the  heit  has  been  fuffi- 
ciently  intenfe  and  long  continued, 
is  an  infipid  white  earth,  readily 
foliible  in  every  kind  of  acid. 

Solutions  of  alum  coagulate  milk, 
change  the' blue  colour  of  vegeta- 
ble juices  into  a  red  or  purple,  and 
turn  an  infufion  of  galls  turbid  and 
whitiili'.  Upon  adding  fixt  alkaline 
falts  to  thefe  folutions,  the  earth  of 
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the  alum  is  precipitated,  its  acid 
uniting  with  the  alltali  ii)tg  a  ueii- 
tra!  ialine  concrete  limilar  to  vjtri- 
clated  tartar. 

Ahim  is  a  powerful  aftringcnt : 
it  is  reckoned  particularly  fervice- 
able  for  rsfiralmnghisntcrrhages^  and 
imv'.odncite  ficret'.oHs  from  tjte  blood; 
but  lei's  proper  in  inteftinal  fluxes. 
In  v'loUnt  hiemorrhnges^  it  may  be 
given  in  dofes  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains,  nay  even  to  thirty,  and  re- 
peated c'-ery  hour  or  half  hour  till 
the  bleeding  abates  :  in  other  cafes, 
fmaller  dofcs  are  more  advifeabie  ; 
large  ones  being  apt  to  naufeate  the 
ftomach,  and  occafion  violfnt  con- 
ftipatioiis  of  the  bow  eh.  It  is  beft 
exhibited  with  dragon's  blood,  or 
gum  kino,  gum  arabic,  fpermaceti, 
or  opium.  It  is  ufed  alfo  externally, 
in  altringent  and  repellent  lotions, 
gargles,  and  collyria.  From  three  to 
iix  grains  of  alum  and  canella  alba 
with  about  one  dram  of  Peruvian 
bark,  taken  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  have  prevented  the  return  of 
obftinate  intcrmittcnts. 

The  aluvitn  ujlum  is  no  other 
than  the  alum  dried  by  fire,  or 
freed  from  the  watery  moifture, 
which,  like  other  falts,  it  always  re- 
tains in  its  cryftalline  form.  By  this 
lofs  of  its  water  it  becomes  (liarper, 
foas  to  act  as  a  flight  efcharotic  In 
this  ftate  it  has  been  given  in  dofes 
of  a  fcriiple  as  a  laxative  in  colic, 

Med.  Vxrt.  Strongly  ajiringent. 

PREPAE.  Styptic  fo^Mcier — Styp- 
tic vjater-'djhey — Coagulum,  8cc. 

^MB  R  AGR ISEA.    Ambra  am 
irojiaca,  Lin. 

Ambergris  is  a  bituminous  fub- 
ftance,  of  a  greyidi  or  alli  colour, 
intermingled  with  yellowifh  and 
blacki/h  fpecks  or  veins-,  it  is  ufu- 
aily  met  wirh  in  little  opake  rugged 
fnafTes,  very  light,  of  a  loofe  tex- 
ture, friable  in  a  certain  degree 
like  wax;  jhey  break  rough  and 
uneven,  and  not  unfrcqiiently  con- 
tain pieces  of  Ibtlls,  bouci  of  filhes, 


and  other  like  matters.  This  con- 
crete is  found  floating  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea,  or  thrown  out  upon 
the  fliores ;  the  greateft  quantities 
are  met  with  in  the  Indian  ocean  ; 
pieces  have  likewife  been  now  and 
then  difcnvered  in  our  own  and 
other  northern  feas.  It  has  been 
fuppofed  to  be  an  animal  produ£f, 
from  being  fo  frequently  found  in 
the  belly  of  the  phyfeter  macroce- 
phalus. 

Pure  ambergris  foftens  betwixt 
the  fingers ;  melts  in  a  fmall  degree 
of  heat  into  the  appearance  of  oil, 
and  in  a  ftronger  heat  proves  al- 
moft  totally  volatile.  Warmed  a 
little,  it  emits  a  peculiar  fragrant 
fmeil ;  fet  oa  fire,  it  fmells  like 
burning  amber.  It  diflblves,  though 
difficultly,  in  fpirit  of  wine,  and 
elTential  oils ;  but  not  in  exprelTed 
oils  or  in  water. 

Ambergris  is  in  general  the  mofl 
agreeable  of  the  perfumes,  and 
rarely  accompanied  with  the  incon- 
veniencies  which  other  fubftances 
of  this  clafs  frequently  occafion. 
It  is  looked  upon  as  071  high  cordial, 
and  efteemed  of  great  fervice  in 
nil  diforders  of  the  head,  and-  in 
nervous  complaints.  A  fohltion  of 
it  in  a  fpirit  diftilled  from  rofes, 
flands  recommended  by  Hoffman, 
as  one  of  the  /noji  efficacious  ccrrobo' 
*  rants  of  the  vervo%is  fyftem.  The 
Orientals  entertain  an  high  opinion 
t^f  the  aphrodijiac  virtues  of  this 
concrete;  and  likewife  fuppofe  that 
the  frequent  ufe  of  it  conduces  /# 
long  life. 

Med.  ViRT.  Cordial. 

P  R  t  P  A  R .     TinSIure  or  ejfcnce. 

AMMEOS  F'ERI fenun,  Sifonis 
Ammeos,  Lin.  The  feeds  of  the  true 
ammi  or  bifhopfweed,  brought  from 

I'hefe  are  fmall  ftriated  feed;;, 
of  a  reddifli  brown  colour,  a  warm 
pungent  tafle,  and  a  plcafant  fmell 
approaching  to  that  of  "orignnum. 
Thev  are  recommended  as  Roma' 
G4 
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chicy  carminative,  and  <liuretic: 
but  have  long  been  ftrangers  to 
the  fhops. 

Mko.  Virt.  Stimuhtit. 

AMMONIACUM  GUMMI  — 
[£.  £.]  Ammoiiiacam  is  a  concrete 
gummy  refinous  juice,  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  ufually  in 
large  mafies,  coiTvpofed  of  little 
lumps  or  tears,  of  a  milky  colour, 
but  foon  changing,  upon  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,  of  a  yellowifli  hue. 
We  have  no  certain  account  of  the 
plant  w  hich  affords  this  juice.  The 
feeds  ufually  found  among  the  tears 
refemble  thofe  of  the  umbelliferous 
clafs.  It  has  however  been  faid  to 
be  an  exudation  from  a  fpecies  of 
ferula.  Such  tears  as  are  large, 
dry,  free  from  little  ftones,  feeds, 
or  other  impurities,  (liould  be  pick- 
ed out,  and  preferred  for  internal 
life;  the  coarfer  kind  is  purified 
by  folution  and  colature,  and  then 
Carefully  infpiflating  it ;  unlefs  this 
be  artfully  managed,  the. gum  will 
lofe  a  confiderablc  deal  of  its  more 
volatile  parts.  There  is  often  vend- 
ed in  the  fliops,  under  the  name  of 
ftrained  gum  ammoniacum,  acom- 
pofition  of  ingredients  much  infe- 
rior in  virtue. 

Ammoniacum  has  a  naufeoiis 
fweet  tafte,.  followed  by  a  bitter 
one ;  and  a  peculiar  fmell  fome- 
■w'hat  like  that  of  galbanum,  but* 
more  gratefirl;  it  foftens  in  the 
mouth,  and  grows  of  a  whiter  co- 
lour upon  being  chewed.  Thrown 
upon  live  coals,  it  burns  away  in 
flame:  it  is  in  fome  meafure  folu- 
ble  in  water  and  in  vinegar,  with 
which  it  afuimes  the  appearance 
cf  milk;  but  the  refinous  part, 
amounting  to  about  one  half,  fub- 
■fides,  on  ftanding. 

Ammoniacum  is  an  ufcful  iM- 
flrumt ;  and  frequently  prefcribed 
for  oiieiiiiig  o.'jirun'tons  oj  the  ab 
domhtrl  vifcrm,  and  in  hjltiical 
(JiforJirs  ocrafioned  by  a  deficiency 
of  the  nwnftrual  evacuations.  It 


is  likewife  fuppofed  to  deterge  the 
pulmonary  veJfcU,  and  proves  of 
conlidcrable  fervice  in  fome  kinds 
of  ajlhmas  where  the  lungs  are  op- 
prelTerd  by  vifcid  ]ihleg:ii ;  in  this 
intention,  a  folution  ■  f  gum  ammo- 
niacum in  vinegar  ot  Iquills  proves 
a  medicine  of  gre  at  eflicacy,  though 
not  a  little  unpleafant.  In  long  and 
ohjlinate  colics,  proceeding  from 
vifcid  matter  lodged  in  the  intef- 
tines,  this  gummy  refin  has  pro- 
duced happy  efle£ls,  after  purges 
and  the  common  carminatives  had 
been  ufed  in  vain.  Ammoniacum 
is  moft  commodioudy  taken  in  the 
form  of  pills  :  about  a  fcruple  may 
be  given  every  night,  or  oftener. 
Externally  it  foftens  and  ripens 
hard  tumours:  a  folution  of  it  in 
vinegar  Hands  recommended  by 
fome  for  refolving  even  fchirrousf 
fwellings.  A  plalfer  made  of  am- 
moniacum and  fquill  vinegar,  is 
recommended  by  fome  in  white 
fwellings — a  dilute  folution  of  thp 
fame  is  likewife  rubbed  on  the  parts, 
which  are  alfo  fumigated  with  the 
fmoke  of  juniper  be^rries.  Notwith- 
ftandingall  which,'Dr.Cullen  thinks 
its  antifpafmodic  power  inconfider- 
able,  its  expeftorant  and  refofvent 
very  doubtful. 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient ;  antifpaf~ 
modic ;  emollient;  deohjiruent ;  expec- 
torant. 

Prep  AH.  A  folution  —  an  ingre- 
dient in  feveral  pedoral  compofi- 
tions,  and  difcutient  plafters. 

AMYGDALAE  AMAR^  et 
DUl.CES.  Nucleus  amygdalus 
communis  variet.  Lin.  S.  P. 
Sweet  and  bitter  almonds  [L.  jE.] 
Tiie  kernel. 

The  almond  is  a  flattifli  kernel, 
of  a  white  colour,  covered  with  a 
thin  brownifli  fkin  ;  of  a  foft  fweet 
tni\e;  or  a  difagreeable  bitter  one. 
The;  n<ins  of  both  forts  are  unplca- 
fant,  and  covered  with  an  acrid 
powdery  fubilance;  they  are  very 
apt  to  become  rancid  on  keeping, 
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and  to  be  preyed  on  by  a  kind  of 
infetfi,  which  eats  out  the  internal 
part,  leaving  the  almond  to  appear- 
ance entire.  To  thefe  circumftan- 
ces  regard  ought  to  be  had  in  the 
choice  of  them. 

The  fruit  which  affords  thefe 
kernels,  is  the  produce  of  a  tree 
greatly  refenrbling  the  peach,  call- 
ed by  C.  B.  aptygt/alus  fativa.  The 
eye  diftinguiflies  no  difference  be- 
Jwixt  the  trees  which  produce  the 
fwect  and  bitter,  or  betwixt  the 
kernels  themfelves.  It  is  faid  that 
the  fame  tree  has,  by  a  difference 
in  culture,  afforded  both. 

Both  forts  of  almonds  yield,  on 
exprelCon,  a  large  quantity  of  oil, 
which  has  no  fmell,  or  any  particu- 
lar tafte.  This  oil  feparates  like- 
wife  upon  boiling  the  almonds  in 
water,  and  is  gradually  colledVed 
on  the  furface:  but,  on  triturating 
the  almonds  with  water,  the  oil  and 
water  unite  together,  by  the  medi- 
ation of  the  other  matter  of  the 
kernel,  and  form  an  unftuous 
milky  liquor. 

Sweet  almonds  3re  of  greater  ufe 
in  food  than  as  medicines:  but 
they  are  reckoned  to  afford  little 
nourifhment,  and  when  eaten  in 
fubftance,  are  not  eafv  of  dio;ef- 
tion,  uniefs  thoroughly  commi- 
nuted. They  are  fuppofed,  on 
account  of  their  foft  unctuous  qua- 
lity, /■»  abtund  acrimonious  juices  in 
•     prima  viie :  peeled  fweet  al- 

^ndi,  eaten  fix  or  eight  at  a  time, 
lometimes  give  pre/ent  relief  in  the 
hearthurn. 

Bitter  almonds  have  been  found 
fo.fnous  to  elogs,  and  ftindyy  other 
animals;  and  a  water  diftilled  from 
them,  when  made  of  a  certain  de- 
gree of  ftrength,  has  had  like  cf- 
fccis.  Neverthelefs,  wiien  eaten, 
thtfv  appear  innocent  to  men,  and 
liave  been  not  unfrc  qucntly  nfed  as 
nediclnes.  Boerhaavc  recommends 
:hcm,   in  fubftancc,   as  diuretics^ 


which  heat  but  moderately,  and 
which  may  therefore  be  ventured, 
upon  in  acute  difeafcs. 

The  oils  obtained  by  expreffion 
from  both  forts  of  almonds  are  in 
tlieir  fciifible  qualities  the  fame. 
The  general  virtues  of  thefe  oils 
are,  to  blunt  acrimonious  humours^ 
and  to  foften  and  relax  the  folids ; 
hence  their  ufe  internally,  in  tickling 
coughs,  heat  of  urivt;  pains,  and  in- 
flammations ;  and,  externally,  in  tciir. 
fion  and  rigidity  of  particular  part:. 

Their  common  dofe  is  from  half 
an  ounce  to  an  ounce,  but  in  fonie 
cafes  they  are  given  to  the  quan- 
tity of  three  or  four  ounces.  The 
moft  commodious  forms  for  their 
exiiibition  are  in  emulfions. 

The  milky  folutions  of  almonds 
in  watery  Ijquors,  commonly  called 
emulfions,  contain  the  oil  of  the 
fubjeft,  and  participate  in  fome 
degree  of  the  emollient  virtue 
thereof;  but  have  this  advantage 
above  the  pure  oil,  that  they  may 
be  given  in  acute  or  inflammatory, 
diforders,  without  danger  of  the  ill 
effects  which  the  oil  might  fome- 
times  produce;  fince  emulfions  do 
not  turn  rancid  or  acrimonious  by 
heat,  as  all  the  oils  of  this  kind,  in 
a  little  time,  do.  Several  unftuous 
and  refinous  fubftances,  of  them- 
felves not  mifcible  with  water,  may 
by  trituration  with  almonds  be  ea- 
fily  mixed  with  them  i'nto  the  form 
of  an  emulfion;  and  are  thus  ex- 
cellently fitted  for  medicinal  ufe. 
In  this  form,  camphor  and  the  re- 
finous purgatives  may  be  commo- 
dioufly  taken. 

Be'-gius  confiders  bitter  almonds 
as  a  remedy  in  intermittent  fevei-s, 
which  he  thus  adminifiers: — He 
firfl:  diffolves,  in  a  pound  of  waier^ 
two  drams  of  foluble  tartar,  and 
half  an  ounce  of  honey  :  witii  tjn's 
lie  forms  an  crnulfion  with  ,  one 
ounce  of  bitter  almonds,  and  ifrains- 
it  in  the  ufu.d  way;  of  this  he  gives, 
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during  .the  intcrmiflion,  a  pound 
or  two  every  day,  and  thus  pre- 
vents the  recurrence  of  the  par- 
oxyfni  ;  he  acknowledges,  though, 
that  certain  fevers  have  refilled 
this  remedy,  and  obliged  him  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  bark ;  but  even 
then  he  mixes  with  it  the  bitter 
emulfion.  I^ut  he  aifo  fays,  inter- 
mittent fevers  have  yielded  to  the 
bitter  emulfion  alone,  after  they 
had  entirely  refilled  the  bark. 

Med.  Virt.  Rdaxinz. 

Prepar.  Exprejfed  oil.—Eiml- 
fion. 

Though  the  bitter  almond  with 
the.  (kin  is  faid  to  have  other  more 
aftive  properties,  as  above  ex- 
plained, 

ANJCJRDIA.  A'jicennla  to- 
menfefa,  Lin.  Anacardium,  or  Ma- 
lacca bean. 

This  is  the  fruit  of  a  tree  grow- 
ing in  Malabar  and  other  parts  of 
the  Eafl  Indies.  It  is  of  a  (hining 
black  colour,  of  the  ftiape  of  a  heart 
flattened,  about  an  inch  long,  ter- 
minating at  one  end  in  an  obtufe 
point,  and  adhering  by  the  other  to 
a  wrinkled  (talk:  it  contains,  with- 
in two  fliells,  a  kernel  of  a  fweetifli 
tafte  :  betwixt  the  fliells  is  lodged  a 
thick  and  acrid  juice. 

But  the  kernel  of  anacardium  is 
not  different  in  quality  from  that  of 
almonds.  The  ill  effe£ls  attributed 
to  this  fruit  belong  only  to  the 
juice  contained  betwixt  the  kernels, 
whofe  acrimony  is  fo  great,  that  it 
is  faid  to  be  employed  by  the  In- 
dians as  a  caujlic.  This  juice  is 
recommended  externally  for  tetters,, 
frccklfs,  and  othei-  cutaneous  deformi- 
i/ies;  which  it  removes  only  by  ex- 
Tilcerating  or  excoriating  the  part, 
ib  that  a  new  fkin Comes  underneath. 

Med.  Virt.  Corr^five. 

Prepar.    Oil  on  the  out  fide. 

But  the  kernels  may  be  ufed  as 
almonds — the  gum  as  gum  arable. 

ANAGALLIDIS  folia.  Afia- 


gallidis  arvetifis^i  Lin.  Coinmoi; 
male  and  female  pimpernel;  the 
leaves. 

Pimpernel  is  a  low  plant,  in  ap- 
pearance refembling  chickwecd  j 
but  eafily  dillinguifliable  by  iti 
leaves  being  fpoued  undtrncath, 
and  joined  immediately  to  the 
ftalk.  The  male  and  female  pim- 
pernels differ  no  otherwife  than  in 
the  colour  of  their  flowers  ;  they 
are  both  found  wild  in  the  fields, 
but  the  male  or  red -flowered  fort 
is  more  common. 

Both  the  pimpernels  have  an 
herbaceous,  roughifli  tafte,  with 
little  or  no  fmell.  Many  extraor- 
dinary virtues  have  been  attributed 
to  them.  Geoffroy  ^fleems  theni 
cephalic,  fudorific,  vulnerary,  an- 
timaniacal,  antiepileptic,  and  alex- 
eterial.  Tragus,  Cafpar  Hoffman, 
Michaeli,  and  others,  are  alfo  very 
liberal  in  their  praifes;  one  of  thefe 
gentlemen  declares,  that  he  has 
known  numerous  ihftances  of  the 
Angular  eilicacy  of  a  decoclion  and 
tinfture  of  pimpernel,  in  maniacal 
and  melancholic  dpliria.  But  later 
praftitioners  have  not  been  fo  hap- 
py as  to  meet  with  the  like  fuccefs. 
Pimpernel  is  not  unfrequently  taken 
as  food ;  it  makes  no  unpleafant 
falad ;  and  in  fome  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  is  a  common  pot-herb. 
A  fpirituous  tinfture  of  it  contains 
nothing  valuable  :  the  only  prepa- 
ration that  promifes  any  utility,  is 
an  extraft  made  with  water  ;,  or  the 
exprefTed  juice  depurated  and  in- 
fpifiated. 

M ED.  A^i  rt. Sudorific  and  nervine. 

Prepar,  Extr^^H^  or  infpijfated 
juice. 

ANCHUS^  rndix.  Anclwj^ 
tin^oria,  Lin.  Alkanet  root  [£.] 

Alkanet  is  a  rough  hain'  plant, 
much  refembling  the  vipers'  bu- 
glofs  :  its  chief  difference  from  the 
common  bugloffes  confifb  in  the 
colour  of  its  roots;  the  cortical 
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part  of  which  is  of  a  dulTiV  red,  and 
unparts  an  elegant  deep  red  to  oils, 
wax,  and  all  unifliious  fubftances,- 
but  not  to  watery  liquors.  This 
plant  is  a  native  of  the  wr.rmer 
parts  of  Europe  :  it  is  fometiiiies 
cultivated  in  our  gardens  ;  but  the 
greateft  quantities  are  raifed  in 
Germany  and  France,  particular- 
ly about  Montpelier,  whence  the 
dried  roots  are  ufually  imported 
to  us.  The  alkanet  root  produced 
in  England  is  much  inferior  in  co- 
lour to  that  brought  from  abroad  ; 
the  Englifli  being  only  lightly  red- 
difli,  the  others  of  a  deep  purplifli 
red  :  this  has  induced  fome  to  fu- 
fpeft  that  the  foreign  roots  owe  part 
of  their  colour  to  art,  but,  we  think, 
without  futHcient  foundation. 

Aikanet  root  has  little  or  no 
fmell :  when  recent,  it  has  a  bit- 
terilh  aftringeut  tafte,  but  when 
dried,  fcarce  any.  As  to  its  virtues, 
the  prefent  practice  expefts  not  any 
from  it.  Its  chief  ufe  is  for  co- 
louring oils,  unguents,  and  plafters.- 
As  the  colour  is  confined  to  the  cor- 
tical part,  the  fmall  roots  are  beft, 
thefe  having  proportionably  more 
bark  than  the  large. 

Med.  Viet.    UJed  only  for  co- 

AXETHI  femen.  Anethi  gra- 
veolentis,  Lin.    Dill  feed  [Z.  £.] 

Dill  is  an  urtibelliferous  plant, 
cultivated  in  gardens,  as  well  for 
culinary  as  medical  ufe.  The  feeds 
are  of  a  pale  yellowifli  colour,  in 
fiiape  nearly  oval,  convex  on  one 
fide,  flat  on  the  other.  Their  tafte 
is  moderately  warm  and  pungent; 
their  fmcll  aromatic,  but  not  of 
the  moft  agreeable  kind.  Thefe 
feeds  are  recommended  as  antifpaf- 
modlc  and  carminative^  iu  flatulent 
colics  proceeding  from  a  cold  caufe 
or  a  vifcidiry  of  the  juices. '  They 
have  been  muc!i  employed  by  the 
nurfe*  in  Entdand  for  colicky  com- 
;  plaints  of  children.  The  moft  efli- 
cvious  prt'paraiioni  of  them  are 


the  diftilled  oil,  and  a  tinflure  or 
extraft  made  with  rcflified  fpirit. 

Med.  ViRT.  Cnrmifiative. 

Prepar.  Dijhlled  oil — ivata'— 
fpirituous  extrafl. 

ANGEL [CiE  radix,  fdia,  fe- 
men.  Angelicce  Arc/iangclicte,  Lin. 
Garden  angelica  ;  the  roots,  leaves, 
and  feeds  \L.  £.] 

This  is  a  .large  umbelliferous 
plant, '  "growing  fpontaneoufly  in 
the  riprVhern  climates :  for  the  ufe 
of  the'  fliops,  it  is  cultivated  in 
gardens,  in  the  different  parts  of 
Europe.  Bohetpia  and  Spain  arc 
faid  to  produce  the  belt.  Ange- 
lica roots  are  apt  to  grow  mouldy, 
and  be  preyed  lipon  by  infefts, 
unlefs  thoroughly  dried,  kept  iu 
a  dry  place,  and  freqtiently  aired. 
We  apprehend  that  the  roots  which, 
are  fubject  to  this  inconvenience 
might  be  preferved,  by  dipping 
them  in  boiling  fpirit,  or  expofing 
them  to  its  fteam,  after  they  arc 
dried. 

All  the  parts  of  angelica,  efpe- 
cially  the  roots,  have  a  fragrant 
aromatic  fmell;  and  a  pleafant,  bit- 
terifli  warm  taftc,  glowing  upon 
the  lips  and  palate  for  a  longtime 
after  they  had  been  chewed.  The 
flavour  of  the  feeds  and  leaves  is 
very  perifiiable,  particularly  of  the 
latter,  which,  on  being  barelv  dri- 
ed, lofe  greateft  part  of  their  tafte 
and  fmell.    The  roots  are  more 
tenacious  of  their  flavour,  though 
even  thofe  lofe  part  of  it  by  keep- 
ing.  The  frefli  root,  wounded  ear- 
ly in  the  fpring,  yields  an  odorous, 
yellow  juice,  which,  flowiy  cxfic- 
cated,  proves  an  elegant  gummy 
refin,  very  rich  in  the  virtues  of  the 
angelica.    On  drying  the  root,  this 
juice  concretes  into  diftinft  mole^ 
cula;,  whicli,  on  cutting  it  longitr 
dinally,  appear  diftributtd  in  l/^'^ 
veins;  in  this  ftale,  they  zt/^^' 
tracked  by  pure  fpirit,  but/^^ 
watery  liquors.  / 

Angelica  is  one  of  tl^"^o^ 
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gant  aromatics  of  European  growth, 
though  little  regarded  in  the  prefeiit 
praflice.  The  root,  which  is  the 
moll  efficacious  part,  is  rarely  met 
with  ill  prefcription,  and  does  not 
enter  any  officinal  compofition. 
The  ftalks  make  a  pleafaiit  fweet- 
meat.  —  As  to  the  medical  virtue 
of  Angelica,  it  is  confidered  only  to 
be  a  mild  carminative. 

Med.  Virt.  Aro7natic — Carmi- 
native. 

Pkep.  Sioettmeat. 
_  ANGUlLLyE  HEPAR.  The 
Hver  of  the  eel. 

Boerhaave  obferves,  that  no  fifli 
has  a  more  acrid  gall  than  the  eel ; 
and  fays,  that  with  pills  made  of 
the  gall  of  the  eel  and  j)ike,  he  has 
cured  pale  rickety  children  with 
fwelled  bellies  :  the  gall  powerfully 
promoting  urine,  and  occalioning 
the  belly  to  fubfide, 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant — Diu- 
retic. 

ANGUSTURA  CORTEX.  An- 
gujlura  Bark  [£.] 

This  bark,  firll  imported  in  the 
year  1788,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
produftion  of  a  tree  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa;  but  Dr.  Bruce  pronounc- 
ed it  to  be  the  bark  of  a  tree 
named  Woogijios^  by  which  he  was 
cured  of  a  dyfentery  in  Abyffinia  ; 
and  having  brought  over  fome  of 
the  feeds,  and  planted  them  in  the 
gardens  of  Kew,  their  produft  he 

calls  BrUCEA  ANTIDYSENTERlCi., 
feu  FERRUGINEA. 

This  bark  is  a  powerful  bitter, 
Joined  with  an  aroma,  not  much 
more  pungent  than  cafcarilia,  hav- 
ing a  portion  of  pure  oil,  which  in 
its  nature  approaches  to  camphor  ; 
it  feems  aUb  to  poflefs  a  narcotic 
principle;  hence,  differs  from  the 
■inchona,  and  has  been  confidered 
'*'"re  powerful,  both  as  a  tonic  and 
.""^j"  ptic  :  the  virtues  refide.more 
\*^-ummy  than  refinous  cxtraft; 

h'V!i-)iJ'  """^""^  powerful  having 
both  diiTo.,e^i.  which  warm  water 


effefts,  extracting  alfo  the  oily  por- 
tion ;  hence  it  is  beft  prepared  by 
infufion.  This  bark  has  been  em- 
ployed in  fimilar  views  with  the 
Peruvian  bark.  In  intcrmittents  \t 
is  not  always  fupeiior  ;  fometimes 
inferior.  In  lo-jo  fevers.,  and  thofe 
of  the  putrid  kind,  it  has  feemed 
more  efficacious.  In  head-aches^ 
attended  -with  fever,  hut  rifng  from 
the  flomach ;  in  dyfentery  znA  dyf~ 
pepfa,  it  has  been  of  great  fervice. 

From  various  experiments  that 
have  been  made,  the  Anguflura 
bark  feems  to  claim  the  highefl 
rank  as  an  antifeptic. 

Med.  Virt. .  Tonic  and  antifeptic. 

Prep.  Extra&. 

A  NISI  femen.  Pimpinella  Anijt 
Lin.    Anife,  the  feed  [L.  E.] 

Anife  is  an  annual  umbelliferous 
plant,  growing  naturally  in  Crete, 
Syria,  and  other  places  of  the  Eaff. 
It  is  cultivated  in  fome  parts  of 
France,  Germany,  and  Spain,  and 
may  beraifed  alfo  in  England.  The 
feeds  brought  from  Spain,  which 
are  fmaller  than  the  others,  are  pre- 
ferred. 

Anifeeds  have  an  aromatic  fmell, 
and  a  pleafant  warm  tafle,  accom- 
panied with  a  degree  of  fvveetnefs. 
Water  extracts  very  little  .of  their 
flavour;  reftified  fpirit  the  whole. 

Thefe  feeds  are  in  the  number 
of  the  four  greater  hot  feeds  :  their 
principal  ufe  is  in  cold  flatulent 
diforders,  where  tenacious  phlegm 
abounds,  and  in  the  gripes  to 
which  young  children  are  fubjeft. 
Frederick  Hoffman  flrongly  re- 
commends them  in  weaknefs  of 
the  flomach,  diarrhoeas,  and  for 
ftrengthening  the  tone  of  the  vif- 
cera  in  general ;  and  thinks  they 
well  deferve  the  appellation  given 
them  by  Helmont,  ijitejiinonuii  fola- 
meti.  They  are  certainly  carmina- 
tive, and  have  been  faid  to  be  ex- 
peftorant,  and  to  increafe  the  quan- 
ty  of  nurfes'  milk  ;  which  does  not 
feem  improbable,  as  the  odour  ap- 
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pears,  after  taking  it,  in  the  milk 
jtfelf. 

The  officinal  preparations  of 
thel'e  feeds  are  an  ejpntial ull  [L.E.'] 
and  a  compound  fpi'  .t  [Z,.  E.\ 

JIed.  V'irt.  Aromallc — Tonic— 
Carminative. 

Prep.  EJftntial'oil — Compound fpi- 

'^"aNTIMONIUM  [i.  £.]  SuU 
fhuratum.  Antimony. 

Antimony  is  a  ponderovis  brittle 
minenil,  compofed  of  long  Ihining 
ftreaks  like  needles,  intermingled 
with  a  dark  lead-coloiircd  fub- 
ftance }  of  no  manifelt  tafte  or 
fmell.  There  are  feveral  mines 
of  it  in  Germany,  Hungary,  and 
France,  and  fome  likewife  in  Eng- 
land. The  Engli/li  fort  feems  to 
be,  of  a!!  the  others,  the  leaft  pro- 
per for  medicinal  ufe,  as  frequently 
containing  a  portion  of  lead-  The 
fubftances  found  mixed  with  the  fo- 
reign forts  are  generally  of  the  un- 
fiifible  (lony  kind,  from  which  the 
antimony  is  melted  out  in  vefTeis, 
whofe  bottom  is  perforated  with 
fmall  holes,  and  received  in  coni- 
cal moulds.  In  thefe,  the  lighter 
and  more  drofTy  matter  arifes  to 
the  furface,  while  the  more  pure 
and  ponderous  fubGdes  to  the  bot- 
tom. KenCe  the  upper  broad  part 
of  the  loaves  is  con/iderably  lefs 
pure  t.han  the  lower. 

The  goodnefs  of  antimonv  is 
.  Iged  of  from  its  Weight;  from 

;  loaves  not  being  fpongy  ; 
from  the  largenefs  of  the  ftrias; 
and  from  the  antimony  totally 
evaporating  in  a  ftrong  fire. 

Antimony  was  employed  bv  the 
ancients  in  coliyria  aguinft  inflam- 
mations of  the  eyes;  and  for  ftain- 
ing  the  eyebrows  black.  Its  in- 
fernal ufe  does  not  fecm  to  have 
been  eftabliflied  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  fifteenth  century;  and, 
even  at  that  time,  it  was  by  many 
looked  upon  as  poifonous.  But  cx- 
psri«nc5  hai  now  fully  evinced, 


that  pure  antimony,  in  its  crude 
flate,  has  no  noxious  quality  ;  that 
fome  of  the  preparations  of  it  are 
medicines  of  great  efficacy  ;  and 
that  though  many  of  them  are  moft 
violently  emetic  and  cathartic,  yet 
even  thefe,  by  a  flight  alteration  or 
addition,  lofe  their  virulence,  and 
become  mild  in  their  operation. 

This  mineral  appears,  from  che- 
mical experiments,  to  confill  of  a 
metal,  united  with  common  ful- 
phur,'  and  feparable  in  its  metallic 
ibrm  by  the  fame  means  whereby 
other  metallic  bodies  are  extracted 
from  their  ores. 

The  pure  metal  operates,  in  a 
very  minute  dofe,  with  extreme 
vehemence,  as  a  purgative  and 
emetic;  when  combined  with  ful- 
phur,  as  in  the^  crude  mineral,  its 
power  Is  reftrained  ;  divefted  of  the 
inflammable  principle  which  it  has 
in  common  with  all  perfeftlv  me- 
tallic bodies,  it  becomes  an  indo- 
lent calx.  There  are  a  great  va- 
riety of  preparations  of  this  mine- 
ral, which  are  formed  in  different 
ways. 

ift.  By  fimple  pulverization. — 
2d.  By  the  aftion  of  heat  and 
air.  —  3d.  By  the  action  of  fixed 
alkali.  —  4th.  By  melting  or  de- 
flagrating it  with  nitre.  —  5th.  By 
the  aftion  of  acids.  —  All  thefe 
operations  are  performed  upon  an- 
timony in  its  cruder  ftate.  —  The 
following  are  formed  from  its  rs- 
gulus  : 

I  ft.  By  the  aftion  of  heat  and 
air. —  ad.  By  the  aftion  of  ni- 
tre:—  See  Black's  Tabic  of  Aii- 
timonial  Preparations.  But  few  . out 
of  the  great  number  are  at  prefent 
ufed  in  praftice.  The  chief  are 
Ptilvis  antimonialis  ;  —  jhtimotiium 
tartarifatum ;  —  Antimontiim  viiri- 
ficattim;  —  Antimonium  pi\cpnyai-i:m\ 
—  Vitntm  antitiionii ;  —  yiniim  eX/ 
antimonio  tartarifalo.  I-Ioweve;j^ 
a  great  variety  of  others  wilj/^e 
found  in  the  thirfl  part  or  this 
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woVk,  under  the  head  of  Antimo- 
ninl.  Preparations.  As  for  the  cin- 
nabar of  antimony,  fo  called,  it 
fcarcely  contains  any  of  the  metal- 
line part ;  it  is  chiefly  a  combina- 
tion nl  quicklilver  and  fulphur. 

But  in  the  various  preparations 
of  antimony  in  life,  the  regu- 
Jine  part  is  either  combined  with 
an  acid,  or  in  a  condition  to  be 
adVed  upon  by  acid  in  the  ftomach  ; 
the  crcneral  effefts  of  which  are, 
producing  a  diaphorefis,  naufea,  full 
vomiting  and  purging,  which  per- 
haps may  be  the  beft  obtained 
by  the  pulvis  antimonii,  or  an- 
timonium  tartarifatum  ;  the  laft 
of  which  has  been  faid  to  be  the 
moft  eligible,  becanfe  the  moft  cer- 
tain; the  a(5tion  of  the  firft  depend- 
ing upon  the  acid  contained  in  t!ic 
ftomach  :  hence,  according  to  the 
quantity  and  nature  of  acid,  it  may 
be  rendered  too  violent  in  its  ope- 
ration, or  too  innftive. 

Some  have  ad'erted,  that  antimo- 
nials  are  moft  beneficial  in  fevers, 
when  they  do  not  produce  any  fen- 
lible  evacntion,  as  is  fai«l  to  be  the 
cafe  with  James's  powder.  Some 
therefore  prefer  this  in  typhus, 
and  tartarifed  antimony  in  fyno- 
chus,  in  which  there  is  appearance 
at  firft  of  more  aftivity  in  the  fy- 
ftem,  and  more  apparent  caufe  for 
evacuation .  In  all  cafes,  however, 
■we  fliould  be  cautious  never  to  be- 
gin at  firft  with  full  dofes  of  cither 
till  we  know  how  the  ftomach  is 
likely  to  bear  them  ;  for  diiferent 
conftitutions  require  different  dofes, 
and  fometimes  the  fame  conftitu- 
jtions  at  different  periods. 

Med.  ViRT.  Diaphoretic — ca- 
thartic —  emetic —  and  caujlic. 

Prep.  Antimony-prepared —  Tar- 
tarifed antimony  —  Glafs  of  antimony 
—  Jntimotjial  wine  —  ff^ine  of  tar- 
tarifed antimony  —  Aiitimonial  poiv- 
^r —  arid  a  number  of  other  che- 
""'^l  preparations ;  but  thofe  fpc- 


cified  above  are  chiefly  in  ufe  — 
Kermcs  mineral,  and  re^ulus  of  anti- 
mony. 

ARABICUM  GUMMI.  See 
Gum.  Arab, 

ARGENTUM.    Silver  [L.  f.] 

Abundance  of  virtues  have  been 
attributed  to  crude  filver  by  the 
Arabians,  and  by  fome  alfo  of  later 
times,  but  on  very  little  founda- 
tion. This  metal,  taken  in  its 
crude  ftate,  has  no  effe£t  in  the 
body  ;  combined  with  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  the  nitrous  acid,  it  proves 
a  powerful,  though  not  always  a 
fafe,  hydragogue ;  with  a  larger, 
a  ftrong  cauftic.  The  nitrous  acid 
is  the  only  one  that  perfeftly  dif- 
folves  this  metal:  on  adding  to 
tills  fohition  a  minute  portion  of 
marine  acid,  or«fubftances  contain- 
ing it,  the  liquor  turns  milky,  and 
the  filver  falls  to  the  bottom  in  form 
of  a  white  calx:  hence  we  are  fur- 
niflicd  with  a  method  of  difcover- 
ing  marine  fait  in  waters,  &c.  See 
the  preparations  of  filver  in  the 
third  part. 

There  are  two  preparations  of  this 
metal  in  the  Edinburs^h  Pharmaco- 
poeia —  The  caufticum  lunare, 
and  the  pilulas  lunares;  and  in  the 
London  one,  argentum  nitratum. 

ARGENTUM  VIVDM  :  H  - 
drargyrxis\  Mercurius.  Mercury  Of 
quickfilver  [L. 

Mercury  is  an  opake  filver-co- 
lourcd  mineral  fluid;  appearing  to 
the  eye  like  tin  or  lead  when  melt- 
ed :  it  is  heavier  than  any  other 
fluid,  and  than  moft  of  the  metal- 
lic bodies :  it  does  not  congeal  in 
the  greateft  degree  6f  natural  cold 
hitherto  known,  though  fome  che- 
mifts  have  produced  this  cfFe£t :  in 
the  fire  it  proves  totally  volatile, 
This  mineral  is  either  met  with  in 
its  fluid  form,  in  the  earth,  or 
extrafted  by  art  from  certain  ores. 
There  are  confiderable  mines  of  it 
in  Hungary  and  Spain  ;  and  what 
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is  employed  in  Britain  comes  chief- 
ly from  the  former  of  ihcfe  coun- 
tries. 

The  ufe  of  mercury  in  medicine 
feerrs  to  have  been  little  known 
before  the  fifteenth  century.  The 
ancients  looked  upon  it  as  a  cor- 
rolive  poifon,  though,  of  itfelf, 
perfectly  void  of  acrimony,  taftc, 
and  fmell.  There  are  examples  of 
its  having  been  lodged  for  years 
in  cavities  both  of  bones  and  flefliy 
parts,  without  its  having  injured 
or  affected  them.  Taken  into  the 
body  in  its  cnide  ftate,  and  undi- 
vided, it  paiTes  through  the  intef- 
tines  unchanged,  and  has  not  been 
found  to  produce  any  conliderable 
effecl.  It  has  indeed  been  recom- 
mended in  althmas  and  diforders  of 
the  lungs ;  but  the  virtues  attribut- 
ed to  it  in  tliefe  cafes  have  not 
been  warranted  by  experience. 

Notwithfranding  the  mildnefs 
and  inactivity  of  crude  quickfilver 
undivided;  when  refolved  by  fire 
into  the  form  of  fume,  or  othervvife 
divided  into  very  minute  particles, 
and  prevented  from  re-uniting  by 
the  interpofition  of  proper  fubftan- 
ces,  or  combined  with  mineral 
acids,  it  has  very  powerful  effefts, 
affording  the  mofl  violent  poifons, 
and  the  moft  excellent  remedies 
with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

The  mercurial  preparations,  ei- 
ther given  internally  or  introduced 
into  the  habit  by  external  applica- 
tion, feem  to  a£l  generally  as  fti- 
mulants  on  the  lymphatic  fyftem 
without  producing  heat,  and  in- 
creafe  the  power  of  the  circulation, 
through  even  the  minuteft,  and 
moft  remote  veffels  of  the  body, 
and  may  be  fo  managed  as  to  pro- 
mote excretion  through  all  the 
emun(f^ories.  Hence  their  com- 
fiion  ufe  in  inveterate  chronic  dif- 
orders proceeding  from  a  thickricfs 
and  fluggifhnefs  of  the  humours, 
and  obltinate  obftruftions  of  the 
excretwy  glands ;  In  fcrophulous 


and  cutaneoois  difeafes ;  and  in  tlie 
venereal  lues.  If  their  power  be 
not  reftrained,  by  proper  addition.;, 
to  certain,  emunftories,  they  fend 
chiefly  to  affeft  the  mouth  ;  and, 
by  an  elective  flimulus  exercifed 
on  the  falivary  glands,  occafion  a 
plentiful  evacuation  from  them. 

The  good  effects  derived  from 
mercury  depend  upon  its  being 
a  aeneral  ftimulant  of  the  habit, 
but  more  particularly  of  the  lym- 
phatic fyllem,  and  a  promoter  of 
evacuations  from  ail  the  excretoriej, 
of  the  human  machine ;  particu- 
larly increafing  perfpirarion,  the 
falival  flux,  the  flow  of  urine, 
fret  ing  the  hepatic  fyftem,  and  other 
vifceral  glands,  from  obftruftion, 
and  quickening  the  adion  of  their 
excretory  veffels. 

The  falutary  effects  of  mercuri- 
als do  not  depend  on  tlie  quantity 
of  fenfibk  evacuation.  This  me- 
dicine may  be  gradually  introduced 
into  the  habit,  fo  as,  without  oc- 
cafioning  any  remarkable  difcharge, 
to  be  produftive  of'  very  happy  ef- 
fefts.  To  anfwer  this  purpofe,  it 
fhould  be  given  in  very  fmall  dofes, 
in  conjunftion  with  fuchfubftances 
as  determine  its  aftion  to  the  kid- 
neys or  the  pores  of  the  Ikin,  By 
this  method  inveterate  cutaneous 
and  venereal  diftempers  have  been 
cured,^  without  any  other  fenfible 
excretion  than  a  gentle  increafe  df 
perfpiration  or  urine.  Where  there 
are  ulcers  in  any  part,  they  dif- 
charge for  fome  time  a  very  fetid 
matter,  the  quantity  of  which  be- 
comes gradually  iefs,  and  at  length 
the  ulcer  kindly  heals.  If  the 
mercury  fho<ild  at  any  time,  from 
cold  or  the  like,  affeft  the  mouth, 
it  may  be  reftrained  by  omitting 
a  dofe,  and  by  warmth  or  fuitable 
medicines  promoting  perfpiration. 

There  are  an  immenfe  varietv  of 
preparations  of  this  mineral  fluid, 
which  may  be  feen  in  Dr.  Schw 
piAt'ER's  Table,  arranged  ac 
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ing  to  Dr.  Bergman's  Table  of 
Jiledive  Attractions,  a  great  num- 
ber of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
third  part  of  this  work,  under  the 
head  of '  Preparations  of  Mercury.' 

lint  there  is  little  doubt  of  every 
purpofe  being  anfwered  by  a  very 
few  ;  which  may  be  divided,  with 
a  view  both  exttrnally  and  inter- 
nally, into  two  dalles,  the  inild  and 
the  acrid.  Almoft  every  purpofe 
to  be  anfwered  by  the  former  may 
be  accomplilhed  by  the  unguen- 
tum  ex  hydrargyro  and  the  pilulae 
hydrargyri  of  the  London  and 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias  ;  while 
mort  of  the  efrefts  to  be  obtained 
by  the  latter,  may  be  derived  from 
the  judicious  ufe  of  calomel,  hy- 
drargyrus  calcinatus,  and  hydrar- 
gyrus  muriaticus. 
.  The  marks  of  pure  mercury  are, 
its  globules  not  lofing  their  fpheri- 
cal  figure,  when  poured  on  wood  ; 
its  not  communicating  a  tinge  to 
■water,  or  fweetnefs  to  vinegar  when 
rubbed  with  them;  its  evapora.ting 
entirely  in  an  iron  fpoon  when  over 
the  fire;  and  its  having  A  (liining 
appearance,  without  any  pellicle 
on  the  furface.  Mercury  is  beft 
purified  by  diftillation  in  an  iron 
pot,  with  a  long  bent  neck,  and 
•immerfed  in  vinegar. 

Med.Yirt.  a  general  Jlimu- 
lant^  and  moft  powerful  mtenumit. 

Prep.  A  number  of  chemiciil 
preparations,  and  an  ingredient  of 
many  officinal  compofitions. 

ARISTOLOCHIA.  Birthwort. 
Three  roots  of  this  name  are  di- 
refted  for  medicinal  ufe. 

(  I  )  Arifiolochia  longa^  Li?:. 
Long  birthwbrt.  This  is  a  tube- 
rous°root,  fometimes  about  the  fize 
of  the  finger,  fometimes  as  thick 
as  a  man's  arm,  and  a  foot  in  length  : 
it  is  nearly  of  an  equa'l  thicknefs  all 
over,  or  a  little  thicker  in  tiie  mid- 
dle than  at  the  ends  :  the  ouUide  is 
of  a  brownifli  colour;  the  infide 
'Uouifli. 


(  2  )  Arifrolo'hia  rolunda.  Round 
birthwort.  This  has  fcarce  any 
other  vifible  dilf'ercnce  from  the 
foregoing  than  its  roundiflj  ftiape. 

(  3  )  ARISTOLOCHIA  TE- 
NUIS, Ariflolocli'ta  clfinatis,  Lin. 
[£.]  Slender  birthwort.  This  is  a 
long  and  (lender  root,  rarely  exceed- 
ing the  thicknefs  of  a  goofc  quiliw 

Thefe  roots  are  the  produce  of 
Spain,  Italy,  and  the  fouthern  parts 
of  France.  Their  fmell  is  fome- 
what  aromatic  ;  their  taile  warm 
and  bitterifli.  Authors  in  general 
reprcfent  tiiem  as  extremely  hot  and 
pungent  :  fome  fay  they  arc  the 
hotted  of  all  the  aromatic  plants ; 
but,  as  thev  are  ufiiallv  met  with 
in  the  Hiops,  they  have  no  great 
pungency.  The  long  and  round 
forts,  on  being  firft  chewed,  fcarce 
difcover  any  tafte,  but  in  a  little 
time  prove  naufeoufly  bitterifli;  the 
long  fome  what  the  leaft  fo.  Tke 
other  fort  inftantly  fills  the  mouth' 
with  an  aromatic  bittcrnefs,  which 
is  not  ungrateful.  Their  medical 
virtues  are,  to  heat,  ftiutttlate,  at- 
tenuate vifcid  phlegm,  and  promote  the 
Jiuid  fecrctims  iti  gerural ;  they  are 
principally  celelir.jted  in  fiipprej/ions 
of  female  evacuations.  The  dofe  in 
fubftance  is  from  a  fcruple  to  two 
drams.  The  long  fort  is  recom- 
mended externally  for  cleanfingand 
drying  wounds  and  ulcers,  and  in 
cutaneous  difeafes. 

The  whole  of  thefe  are  rejefted 
from  the  London  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  the  tenuis  alone  retained  in  that 
of  Edinburgh. 

ARSENICUiM.  [£.]  Arfcnic. 
Arfenic  is  contained,  in  greater 
or  lefs  quantity,  in  moft  kinds  of 
ores,  particularly  in  thofeof  ti#i  and 
-bifmuth,  in  the  white  jiyrites,  and 
in  the  mineral  called  cobalt ;  from 
which  laft,  greateft  part  of  the  aife- 
nic  brought  to  us  is  extracted  by  a 
kind  of  fublimation.  The  arfenic 
arifes  at  firft  in  the  form  of  greyilh 
meal,  which,  more  carefully  refub^ 
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limed,  concretes  into  tranfparent 
mafles,  the  fJiite  arleiiic  of  the 
fliops. 

Arfenic,  fublimed  with  one  tenth 
its  weight  of  fiilphur,  unites  there- 
with into  a  bright  yellow  mafs,  in 
fome  degree  tranfparent  ;  the  com- 
mon siHoi'j  arfenic.  On  doubling 
the  quantity  of  fiilphur,  the  com- 
pound proves  more  opake  and  com- 
paifl;  of  a  deep  red  colour,  refem- 
bling  that  of  cinnabar,  but  with 
this  difference,  that  it  lofes  fome  of 
its  beauty  upon  being  reduced  into 
powder,  while  that  of  cinnabar  is 
improved  by  thefe  means:  this  is 
the  common  red  arfenic.  By  vary- 
ing the  proportions  of  arfenic  and 
fulphur,  fublimates  may  be  obtain- 
ed of  a  great  variety  of  fliades  of 
yellow  and  red. 

Natural  mixtures  of  arfenic  and 
fulphur,  rcfembling  the  foregoing 
preparations,  are  not  unfrequently 
1  met  with  in  the  earth.    The  foffil 
red  arfenic  is  the  fandaracha  of  the 
Greeks,  the  realgar  and  rifigal  of 
1  the  Arabians.  '  Both  the  red  and 
;  yellow,  when  of  a  fmooth  uniform 

•  texture,  arc  named  %arnichs ;  and 

•  when  compofed  of  fmall  fcales  or 
1  le.ives,  auripigmenfa,  or  orpimetits  : 
1  the  laft  are  the  only  fubftances  to 
'  which  the  Greeks  gave  the  name 
:  as^y.rtcy/.  That  the  zarnichs  and 
<  orpiments  reaily  contain  arfenic 
I  (contrary  to  the  opinion  of  fome 
•■  writers),  is  evident  from  fundry  ex- 

•  periments,  whereby  a  perfeft  ar- 
fenic, and  in  notable  quantity^  is 
obtainable  from  them.  The  com- 
pilers of  the  preceding  edition  of 

•  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory,  there- 
fore, very  juftly  gave  fandaracha 
Grrscerum  as  a  fynonymon  to  red 

■  arfenic  •  and  auripigmentum  to  the 
yelk--:. 

The  pure  or  white  arfenic  has 
a  penetrating  corrofive  tarte  ;  and 
tarien  into  the  body  proVe^  a  moft 
violent  poifon,    Bcfides  the  effefts 

•  whjch  it  has  in  common  with  other 


corrofives,  it  remarkably  attenuates 
the  coats  of  the  llomach,  occafions 
a  fwelling  and  fphacelation  of  the 
whole  body,  and  a  fudden  purre- 
faftion  after  death,  particularly,  as 
is  faid,  of  the  genitals  in  men. 
Where  the  quantity  is  fo  very  fmall 
as  not  to  prove  fatal,  tremors,  pal- 
fies,  and  lingering  heftics  fuccced. 
The  remedies  recommended  againft 
this  poifon  are,  milk  ahd  oily  li- 
quors immediately  and  liberally 
drunk.  Some  recommend  acids  as 
an  antidote,  particularly  vinegar; 
others  a  watery  folution  of  calca- 
reous or  alkahne  hepar  fulphuris, 
which  is  found  to  combine  with 
arfenic,  and  cfeftroys  moft  of  its 
properties.  It  is  faid  to  be  better 
for  a  litrls  iron  in  the  folution. 
The  dry  hepar  may  be  alfo  made 
into  pills,  and  warm  water  drank 
after  them.  Notvvithftandlng  the 
violent  etfe(fls  of  arfenic,  it  has 
been  employed  both  externally  and 
internally  in  the  cure  of  fome  dif- 
eafes.  Externally  in  cures  of  can- 
cer, arfenic,  in  conjunftion  with 
the  powder  of  the  ranunculus 
flammeus,  cotula  foetida,  and  ful- 
phur, intimately  mixed  together, 
has  been  applied,  made  into  a  pafte 
with  the  white  of  an  egg;  and  is 
faid  to  be  precifely  the  fame  re- 
medy as  that  of  the  famous  remedy 
of  Pj,unket's.  Of  four  grains  of 
the  fine  white  tranfparent  cryftal- 
line  part  of  arfenic,  difTolved  in  a 
pint  of  diftilled  water,  a  folution  is 
formed,  a  table  fpoonful  of  which, 
with  the  fame  quantity  of  milk  and 
fyrup  of  white  poppies,  is  to  be 
taken  every  morning  fafting,  and 
nothing  is  to  be  tailed  for  an  hour 
afterwards.  After  a  continuance 
for  eight  days,  the  quantity  is  to  be 
gradually  increaf:.d  and  the  .dofes 
more  frequently  repeated,  till  Hx 
table  fpoonfuls  are  taken  by  an 
adult  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

Arfenic  in  fubflance,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  one-eighth  part  of  a  graiin 
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for  a  dofe,  combined  with  a  little 
flower  of  fiilphur,  has  been  faid  to 
be  given  internally  in  fome  obfti- 
nate  cutaneous  difeufes,  with  the 
utmoft  efficacy. 

It  has  alfo  been  very  fuccefsful  in 
the  cure  of  intermittents ;  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  gone  under  the  name 
«f  the  Arfenic  Drop,  or  the  tajlelefs 
Jigite  Drop.  A  compofition,  made 
in  the  following  form,  may  be  ad- 
miniftered  with  the  greateft  fafety  : 
lixty-four  grains  of  arfenic  reduced 
to  a  fine  powder,  and  mixed  with 
as  much  fixed  alkaline  fait,  fliould 
be  added  to  half  a  pound  of  diftil- 
led  water,  in  a  Florence  flafk, 
placed  in  a  fand  teat,  and  gently 
boiled  till  the  arfenic  is  totally  dif- 
folved.  When  the  folution  is  cold, 
half  an  ounce  of  compound  fpirit 
of  lavender  is  to  be  added  to  it, 
and  as  much  diftilled  water  as  to 
make  the  whole  amount  to  a  pound. 
This  folution  is  to  be  given  in  the 
following  manner :  patients  from 
two  to  four  years  of  age  are  to  take 
from  two  to  four  drops  ;  from  five  to 
itvtw^from  five  to  feven  drops  ;  from 
eight  to  twelve, fven  to  ten 
drops  ;  from  thirteen  to  eighteen 
and  up\yards,  may  take  tivelte drops 
at  a  dofe,  in  any  proper  vehicle, 
two  or  three  times  a  day.  —  jVIr. 
IVIoRVEAU,  it  is  faid,  has  brought 
arfenic  to  the  ftate  of  a  true  neu- 
tral fait,  readily  foluble  in  water, 
by  mixing  it  with  equal  quantities 
of  nitre,  and  then  fubmitting  them 
to  a  chemical  procefs.  Mr.  Mil- 
nek,  of  Cambridge,  has  alfo  pro- 
duced an  arfenical  fait  of  the  fame 
nature,  which  has  been  employed 
with  great  fuccefs  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood by  feveral  praiftitioners. 

The  red  and  yellow  arfenics, 
both  native  and  faditious,  have 
Jittle  tafle,  and  are  much  lefs  viru- 
lent in  their  efFefts  than  the  fore- 
going. Sulphur,  which  reftrains 
the  power  of  mercury  and'the  an- 
timpuial  metal,  remarkably  abates 


the  virulence  of  this  poifonous  mi- 
neral alfo.  Such  of  thefe  fubftanccs 
as  participate  more  largely  of  ful- 
phur,  feem  to  be  almoft  innocent: 
the  faftitious  red  arfenic,  and  the 
native  orpiments,  have  been  givca 
to_  dogs  in  confiderable  quantity, 
without  being  productive  of  awy 
apparent  ill  confequenccs. 

Med.  Virt.  Corrofive^  tonie^ 
deobfiruent. 

Prep.  Solution,  arfenical  fait ,  pajle. 

ARTEMISIyE  folia  :  Arlemifue 
vulgaris^  Lin.  Mugwort ;  thelcavt. 
[£.]  _ 

This  plant  grows  plentifully  in 
fields,  hedges,  and  wafte  places, 
throughout  England  :  and  flowers 
in  June.  In  appearance,  it  fomc- 
what  refembles  the  comm.on  worm- 
wood :  the  difference  moft  obvious 
to  the  eye  is  in  the  flowers,  thofe 
of  wormwood  hanging  downwards, 
while  the  flowers  of  mugwort  fland 
ereft. 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  have 
a  light  aromatic  fmell,  and  an  her- 
baceous bitterifli  tafte.  They  are 
principally  celebrated  as  uterine 
and  antihyfteric:  an  infufion  of 
them  is  fometimes  drank,  either 
alone,  or  in  conjunftion  with  other 
fubftances, 'in  fuppreffion  of  the 
menftrual  evacuations.  This  me- 
dicine is  certainira  very  mild  one, 
and  confiderably  iefs  hot  than  moft 
others  to  which  thefe  virtues  are 
attributed  :  in  fome  paans  of  this 
kingdom,  mugwort  is  of  common 
ufe  as  a  pot-herb. 

Med.  Virt.  Antifpafmodic. 

Prep.  Infufion. 

ART  radix :  arum  macula fum, 
Lin.  Wake-robin  ;  the  root  [L.E.] 

This  plant  grows  wild  under 
hedges,  and  by  the  fides  of  banks, 
in  mod  parts  of  England.  It  fends 
forth,  in  March,  three  or  four  trian- 
gular leaves,  which  are  followed  by 
a  naked  flalk,  bearing  a  purpliih 
piftil  inclofed  in  a  long  flieath  : 
thia  is  fucceeded,  in  July,  by  k 
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bunch  o"f  reddifh  berries.  In  fome 
plants,  the  leaves  are  fpotted  with 
black,  ill  others  with  white,  and  in 
others  not  fpotted  at  all ;  the  black 
fpotted  fort  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
nioft  efficacious,  and  hence  is  ex- 
prefsly  direfted  by  the  London  col- 
lege. 

All  the  parts  of  arum,  particu- 
larly the  root,  have  an  extremely 
pungent,  acrimonious  tafte.  If  the 
root  be  but  lightly  chewed,  it  con- 
tinues to  burn  and  vellicate  the 
tongue  for  fome  hours,  occafioning 
at  the  fame  time  a  confiderable 
thirft  :  thefe  fymptoms  are  alle- 
viated by  butter,  milk,  or  oily 
liquors.  Dried  and  kept  for  fome 
time,  it  lofes  much  of  its  acri- 
mony, and  becomes  at  length  an  al- 
moft  infipid  farinaceous  fubflarrce. 

The  root  is  a  powerful  ftimulant 
and  attenuant.  It  is  reckoned  a 
medicine  of  great  efficacy  in  fome 
cachedic  and  chlorotic  cafes,  in 
weaknefs  of  the  flomach  occafioned 
by  a  load  of  vifcid  phlegm,  and  in 
fuch  diforders  in  general  as  proceed 
from  a  cold  fluggifli  indifpofition  of 
the  folids  and  lentor  of  the  fluids. 
It  not  only  increafes  the  digeflive 
powers,  but  isalfo'an  univerfal  fti- 
mulant, and  has  therefore  been 
ufeful  in  intermittents.  I  have  ex- 
perienced great  benefit  from  it  in 
rheumatic  pains,  particularly  thofe 
of  the  fixt  kind,  and  which  were 
feated  deep.  In  thefe  cafes  I  have 
gKen  from  ten  grains  to  a  fcruple 
of  the  freih  root  twice  or  thrice  a 
ciay,  made  into  a  bolus  or  emulfion 
with  unctuous  and  mucilaginous 
fubftances,  which  cover  its  pun- 
gency, and  prevent  its  making 
any  painful  impreffion  on  the 
tongue.*  It  generally  excited  a 
flight  tingling  fenfation  through 
the  whole  habit,  and,  when  the 
patient  was  kept  warm  in  bed,  pro- 
duced a  copious  fweat. 

Ap  officinal  preparation  Hands  in 
I-ewis'j  improved  Difpcnfatory,  in 


which  this  root  is  an  ingredient, 
in  a  compound  powder;  in  which 
form,  its  virtues  are  very  precari- 
ous. Some  recommend  a  tindturp 
of  it  drawn  with  wine  ;  but  neither 
wine,  water,  nor  fpirit,  extradl  its 
virtues.  Conferve  of  arum  has  a 
place  in  the  London  Difpcnfatory. 
The  powder,  however,  of  the 
frefli  root  is  the  moft  aftive  pre- 
paration. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimtlant, 

Prep.  Conferve. 

ASAFGEIIDA.  Ferula  Jfa- 
fcetida  Lin.  Afafcstida  \_L.  £.] 
the  concrete  juice  of  a  large  urn  • 
belliferous  pLmt  growing  in  Perfia. 

This  juice  exudes  (from  wounds 
made  in  the  root  of  the  plant) 
liquid,  and  white  like  milk  :  on 
being  expofed  to  the  air,  it  turns  of 
a  brownilh  colour,  and  gradually 
acquires  different  degrees  of  confif- 
tency.  It  is  brought  to  us  in  large 
irregular  inalfes,  compofed  of  vari- 
ous little  fliining  lumps  or  grains, 
which  are  partly  of  a  whitifu  colour, 
partly  reddifh,  and  partly  of  a  viq- 
let  hue.  Thofe  mafles  are  accounted 
the  beft  which  are  clear,  of  a  pale 
reddifh  colour,  and  variegated  with 
a  great  number  of  elegant  white 
tears. 

This  drug  has  a  ftrong  fetid  fmell, 
fomewhat  like  that  of  garlic  ;  and 
a  bitter,  acrid,  biting  tafte.  It 
lofes  by  age  fome  of  its  fmell  and 
ftrength,  a  circumftance  to  be  par- 
ticularly regarded  in  its  exhibition. 
It  confifts  of  about  one-third  part 
of  pure  refin,  and  two-thirds  of 
gummy  matter  ;  the  former  foluble 
in  rectified  fpirit,  the  latter  in  wa- 
ter. Proof  fpirit  diftblves  almoft 
the  whole  into  a  turbid  liquor  ;  the 
tinfture  in  redified  fpirit  is  tranf- 
parent. 

Afafcrtida  is  the  ftrongcft  of  the 
fetid  gyms,  and  of  frequent  ufe  in 
all  fpafmodic  and  convulilve  com- 
plaints, particularly  hyfteric  ;  hy- 
pochondriac affeftions,  and  the 
Ha 
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nervotis  afthma,  and  different  kinds 
of  nervous  complaints;  it  may  be 
adminiftered  in  form  of  pills,  wa- 
tery folution  or  tindure.  From  one 
to  two  drams'  of  the  fiibftance  dif- 
folved  in  from  four  to  fix  ounces  of 
diftilled  water  have  been  often  ad- 
miniftered  with  fuccefs,  by  way  of 
glyfter  in  Ifrong  convulfions.  The 
dofe  in  fubflance  may  be  from  ten 
to  twenty  grains,  or  more,  repeat- 
edly. It  is  likewife  of  confiderable 
efficacy  in  flatulent  cholics ;  and 
for  promoting  all  the  fluid  fecre- 
tions  in  either  fex.  The  ancients 
attributed  to  this  medicine  many 
other  virtues,  which  are  at  prefent 
not  expeded  from  it. 

This  gummy  refin  is  an  ingre- 
dient in  the  officinal  gum  pills, 
compound  powder  of  myrrh,  fetid 
tini'^ture,  tinfture  of  foot,  fetid  vo- 
latile fpirit  [Z,.]  and  antihyfteric 
plaffer  [£.] 

Med.   Virt.  Antifpa-fmodic 
Anthelmintic. 

PrePAR.  Coficrete  juice — tlyic- 
ture  —  an  iiigvcdient  in  the  gum- 
fill. 

AS AV.! /olid,  radix  :  Afari  Euro- 
fai  Lin.  Afarabacca  :  the  roots  and 
leaves  [L.  £.]  The  London  college 
diredls  onlv  the  leaves;  the  Edin- 
burgh  both  leaves  and  root. 

Afarum  is  a  very  low  evergreen 

?]ant,  growing  naturally  in  France, 
raly,  and  other  warm  countries  : 
the  dried  roots  have  been  generally 
brought  from  the  Levant;  thofe  of 
our  own  growth  being  fuppofed 
v(^ker. 

,Both  the  roots  and  leaves  have  a 
naufeous,  bitter,  acrimonious,  hot 
tafie  ;  their  fme]l,is  ftrong  and  not 
very  difagreeable.  Given  in  fub- 
ftance  from  half  a  dram  to  a  dram, 
thev  evacuate  powerfully  both  up- 
wards and  downwards.  It  is  faid, 
that  tinftures  made  in  fpirituous 
menfirua,  pofiefs  both  the  emetic 
and  cathartic  virtues  of  the  plant : 
that  the  extrad  obtained  by  infpif- 


fating  thefe  tin<?lure)!,  afts  only  by 
vomit,  and  with  great  mildnefs ; 
that  an  infufion  in  water  proves 
cathartic,  rarely  emetic  ;  and  that 
aqueous  decoftions  made  by  long 
boiling,  and  the  watery  extrad^', 
have  no  purgative  or  emetic  qua- 
lity, but  prove  notable  diapho- 
retics, diuretics,  and  emmena- 
gogues. 

The  principal  ufe  of  this  plant, 
among  us,  is  as  a  fternutatory.  The 
root  of  afarum  is  perhaps  the 
fi:rpngefl:  of  all  the  vegetable  er- 
rhines,  white  hellebore  itfelf  not 
excepted.  Snuffed  up  the  nofe,  in 
the  quantity  of  a  grain  or  two,  it 
occafions  a  lar^e  evacuation  of 
rnucus,  and  rail^s  a  plentiful  fpit- 
ting.  The  leaves  are  confiderablv 
milder,  and  may  be  ufed  to  the 
quantity  of  three,  four,  or  five 
grains.  Geoflroy  relates,  that,  af- 
ter fnuffing  up  a  dofe  of  this  er- 
rhine  at  night,  he  has  frequently 
obfcrved  the  difcharge  from  the 
nofe  to  continue  for  three  days  to- 
gether; and  that  he  has  known  a 
paralyfis  of  the  mouth  and  tongue 
cured  by  one  dofe.  He  recom- 
mends this  medicine  in  ftubborn 
diforders  of  the  head,  proceeding 
from  vifcid  tenacious  matter,  in 
palfies,  and  in  foporific  diftempers. 
Tiic  leaves  are  an  ingredient  in  the 
pulvis  Jlci  nutatorius,  or  pulvis  afari 
co/np.  of  the  London  Pharmaco- 
poeia. 

Mbd.  Virt.  Errhine — cath^- 
tic  —  emetic. 

Pr  E  p  A  R .  Pulvis  afari  comp. 

AS  PAR  AG  I  radix  :  Afparagi  fn- 
tivi  C.  B.  Afparagi  ojficirialis  Lin. 
Afparagus;  the  root. 

This  plant  is  cultivated  in  gar- 
dens for  culinary  ufe.  The  roots 
have  a  bitterifli  mucilaginous  tafte, 
inclining  to  fweetncfs;  the  fruit  has 
mucli.  the  fame  kind  of  tafte  ;  the 
young  flioots  are  more- agreeable 
than  either.  Afparagus  promotes 
appetite,  but  affords  iittle  nourifli- 
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ment.  It  gives  a  ftrong  ilJ  fmell 
to  the  urine  in  a  little^  time  after 
eating  it,  and,  for  this  reafon,  chief- 
ly, is  fuppofed  to  be  diuretic  ;  it 
is  likewife  eiteemed  aperient  and 
deobftruent. .  The  root  is  one  of 
the  five  called  opening  roots.  Some 
fuppofe  the  fltoots  to  be  moft  effi- 
cacious ;  othersthe  root ;  and  others 
the  bark  of  the  root,  Stahl  is  of 
opinion,  that  none  of  them  have 
any  great  fliare  of  the  virtues  ufu- 
ally  afcribed  to  them.  Afparagus 
appears  from  experience  to  contri- 
bute very  little  ehher  to  the  excit- 
ing of  urine  when  fupprelFed,  or 
the  increafing  of  its  difcharge  ;  and, 
in  cafes  where  aperient  medicines 
generally  do  fervice,  this  has  little 
or  no  effeft. 

Med.  Virt.  Suppofed  diuretic, 
but  uncertain. 

ATRIPLICIS  FCETIDiE  herba 
Ciitnopo^lii  Vuharit^,  Lin.  Stinking 
orach,  or  arach.  E. 

This  is  a  low  plant,  fprlnkled  all 
over  with  a  kind  of  whitifli  clam^ 
my  meal;  it  grows  about  dung- 
hills, and  other  wafle  places.  The 
leaves  have  a  ftrong  fetid  fmell, 
with  which'  the  hand,  by  a  light 
touch,  becomes  fo  impregnated 
as  not  to  be  eafily  freed  from 
it.  Its  fmell  has  gained  it  the  cha- 
rafter  of  an  excellent  antihyfteric  ; 
and  this  is  the  only  ufe  to  which 
it  is  applied.  Tournefort  recom- 
mends a  fpirituous  tincture,  others 
a  decoi^ion  in  water,  and  others  a 
conferve  of  the  leaves,  as  of  won- 
derful efficacy  in  uterine  diforders. 
Dr.  Cullen  is  of  opinion,  from  its 
remarkable  fortor,  it  may  be  a  pow- 
erful antifpafmodic.  It  has  in 
Scotland  been  frequently'emploved 
with  great  advantage.— The  beft 
mode  of  ufing  it  is  in  its  recent 
ftate,  in  form  of  a  conferve,  as  in 
its  dry  ftate  it  lofes  all  its  qua- 
lities. 

RIed.  V'i?t.  Antifpafmodic. 
Pkepar.  Corifirvc. 


AVENA  SATIVA  Lin.  [L.  £.] 
Oats. 

This  grain  is  an  article  rather  of 
food  than  of  medicine.  It  is  fuf- 
ficiently  nutritive  and  eafy  of  di- 
geftion.  The  gruels  made  from  it 
have  likewife  a  kind  of  foft  mu- 
cilaginous quality  ;  by  which  they 
obtund  acrimonious  humours,  and 
prove  ufeful  in  inflamrhatory  dif- 
orders, coughs,  hoarfenefs,  rough- 
nefs,  and  ex  ulcerations  of  the 
fauces. 

Med.  Virt.  Emollient. 

Prep  A  R.  Deco^Iion. 

AURANTIORUM  HISPA- 
LENSIUM  fuccus,  cortex,  fios,  ^ 
folium  :  Citrus  Aurantium.  Lin. 
Sevi'le  oranges;  the  leaf,  thejuice, 
vellow  rind,  and  'flowers  of  the 
tree.    [L.  £.] 

The  orange  is  a  beautiful  ever- 
green tree,  or  rather  flirub,  bearing 
flowers  and  fruits  all  the  year ;  it 
is  a  native  of  the  warmer  climates, 
and  does  not  well  bear  the  winters 
of  this. 

The  flowers  are  highly  odori- 
ferous, and  have- been,  for  fome 
time  paft,  of  great  efteem  as  a  per- 
fume ;  their  tafte  is  fomewhat 
warm,  accompanied  with  a  degree 
of  bitternefs.  They  yield  their  fla- 
vour by  infufion  to  re£litied  fpirit, 
and  in  diftillation  both  to  fpirit  and 
water:  the  bitter  matter  is  diffolved 
by  water,  and,  on  evaporating  the 
decoction,  remains  entire  in  the  ex- 
traft.  There  is  a, water  diflilled 
from  its  flowers,  called  by  foreign 
writers  aqua  naplue.  An  oil  difl;il- 
led  from  thefe  flowers  is  brought 
from  Italy  under  the  name  oi oleum 
or  effentia  neroli. 

The  flowers,  and  alfo  the  leaves 
of  the  orange  tree,  have  been  faid 
to  afford  efficacious  remedies  in 
convulfive  and  epileptic  cafes,  but 
experience  has  by  no  means  con-, 
firmed  the  validity  of  fuch  afler- 
tions  ;  yet  flill  the  leaves  defervc 
fome  attention,  as  three  drachms, 
H3 
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taken  three  times  a  day,  has  pre- 
vented the  return  of  epileptic  par- 
oxyfms,  for  fome  months,  which 
ilfed  to  come  on  weekly. 

The  outer  yellow  rind  of  the  fruit 
is  a  grateful  aromatic  bitter,  and, 
ill  cold  phlegmatic  conilitutions, 
proves  an  excellent  Jlomachlc  and 
carminative,  promoting  appetite,  loarm- 
iiig  the  habit,  and  lirengthening  the 
tone  of  the  vifccra.  Dr.  C  ullen  thinks 
it  may  be  capable  of  reftoring  the 
tone  of  the  ftomach,  when  it  has 
been  much  impaii-ed,  but  doubts 
much  its  power  in  moderating  or 
reftraining  uterine  hasmorrhagy.  He 
thinks  alfo  it  might  be  benefici- 
al in  intermittents,  in  expediting 
their  cure.  Orange  peel  appears  to 
be  very  confiderably  warmer  than 
that  of  lemons,  and  to  abound  more 
with  eflential  oil:  to  this  circum- 
ftance  therefore  due  regard  ought 
to  be  had  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  medi- 
cines. Thg  flavour  of  the  former 
is  likewife  fuppofed  to  be  lefs  pe- 
rifliable  than  that  of  the  latter  : 
hence  they  employ  orange  peel  in 
the  fpirituous  bitter  tinfture,  which 
is  defigned  for  keeping,  whilft,  in 
the  bitter  watery  infufion,  lemon 
peel  is  preferred. 

Med.  ViRT.  Stimulant  —  Stoma- 
chic— Cordial. 

pREPAR.  Syrup — Con/erve — Spirit 
—  Tinflure. 

Tliejuice  of  oranges  is  a  grateful 
acid  liquor,  of  conhderable  ufe  in 
febrile  or  iiifla?nmatory  diflempers, 
for  allaying  heat,  abating  exorbitant 
commotions  of  the  blood,  quenching 
thirfi,  and  promoting  the  falntary  ex- 
cretions :  it  is  likewife  of  great  ufe 
in  fea  fcurvy  ;  it  alfo,  in  a  dilute 
and  pure  ftate,  excites  appetite  and 
promotes  digeflion. 

Med.  V t  u  i- .  Cooling — Antfeptic. 

PkbpaK.  An  ingredient  in  the  Suc- 
ciis  cnciiledi  i/e  chmpofttis. 

AUR  ANTIA  CURASSAFEN- 
iY  f.    Curalliio  oranges.  [£.] 

Thefe  are  the  fmall  young  fruit 


of  the  Seville  orange  dried.  They 
appear  very  well  adapted  to  give 
relief  in  ftomach  complaints,  being 
moderately  warm  bitterifli  aroma- 
tics,  of  a  flavour  fuflicicntly  agree- 
able. They  contain  more  of  the 
bitter  than  the  orange  peel,  though 
not  fo  much  of  the  aromatic  ;  on 
thai:  account  fliould  not  therefore 
be  neglcfted.. 

Mkd.  Virt.  StomacAicy— Tonic. 

AURUM.  Gold. 

This  metal  was  introduced  into 
medicine  by  the  Arabians,  who 
efteemed  it  one  of  the  greateft  cor- 
dials and  comforl^rs  of  the  nerves. 
From  them  Europe  received  itj 
without  any  diminution  of  its  cha. 
rafter.  In  foreign  Pharmacopoeias 
it  is  ftill  retained,  and  even  mixed 
with  the  ingredients  from  which 
fimple  waters  are  to  be  diftilled. 
But  no  one,  it  is  prefumed,  at  this 
time,  expefts  any  fingulur  virtues 
from  it,  fince  it  certainly  is  not  al- 
terable in  the  human  body.  Mr. 
Geoffroy,  though  unwilling  to  re- 
jeft  it  from  the  cordial  prepara- 
tions, honeftly  acknowledges,  that 
he  has  no  other  reafon  for  retain- 
ing it,  than  complaifance  to  the 
Arabian  fchools.  The  chemifts 
have  endeavoured,  by  many  ela- 
borate proceffes,  to  extraft  what 
they  call  a  fulphur  or  anima  of 
gold  :  but  no  metjiod  is  as  yet 
known  of  feparating  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  this  metal :  all  *hc 
tinftures  of  it  and  aurum  potabile, 
which  have  hitherto  appeared,  are 
real  folutions  of  it  in  aqua  regia, 
diluted  with  fpirit  of  wine  or  other 
liquors,  and  prove  injurious  to  the 
body  rather  than  beneficial.  The 
aurum  fultniuans  has  been  how- 
ever recommended  as  a  remedy  in 
fome  convulfive  difeafes,  particu- 
larly in  the  chorea Sancfti  Viti  ;  and 
has  a  place  given  to  it  in  fome  of 
the  foreign  Pharmacopeias. 

AXUNGIA.    Fat.  [/..  E.) 

A  great  variety  of  fats"  were  in- 
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troduced  into  medicine  by  the  Ara- 
bians, and  recommended  as  poflefl- 
ing  diltinift  virtues.  Experience, 
however,  does  not  countenance 
thefe  different  virtues  afcribcd  to 
different  fats.  They  have  all  one 
common  emollient  quality,  relax 
the  part  to  which  they  are  applied, 
and  prevent  perfpimtion  :  thefe 
effects,  with  the  confequences  of 
them,  may  be  expeftcd  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree  from  fats  of  every 
kind.  The  London  college  has 
therefore  retained  only  two  fats,  of 
different  confiftencies,  for  different 
mixtures, *viz.  htj's-lard  and  mut- 
ton fuet.  Thefe  are  certainly  fuf- 
ficient  for  anfwering  all  the  inten- 
tions  for  which  fubftances  of  this 
kind  are  employed. 

Med.  Virt.  Emollient. 

BALSAMIT^  MARIS  folia  : 
Tanaceti  Balfamita  Lin.  Coftmary  ; 
the  leaves. 

This  was  formerly  a  very  com- 
mon garden  plant,  and  frequently 
ufed  both  for  culinary  and  medici- 
nal purpofcs  ;  but  is  at  prefent  very 
little  regarded  for  either;  though 
it  fhould  feem,  from  its  fenfible 
qualities,  to  be  equal  or  fuperior, 
as  a  medicine,  to  fome  aromatic 
herbs  which  practice  has  retained. 
The  leaves  have  a  bltterifli,  warm, 
aromatic  taftc  ;  and  a  very  pleafant 
fmell,  approaching  to  that  of  mint, 
or  a  mixture  of  mint  and  maudlin. 
Water  elevates  their  flavour  in  di- 
ftill^tion  ;  and  rei^lified  fpirit  ex- 
tracts it  by  infufion. 

M  E  D ,  V I R  T .  Aromatic-Antihyjleric. 

i3ALSAMUM  COPAIBA  [L. 
£.]  Copaifera  officinalis  Lin. — 
Balfam  of  copaiba:  a  liquid  refi- 
nous juice,  flowing  from  incifions 
made  in  the  trunk  of  a  large  tree 
which  grou  s  in  the  Spanifl)  Weft 
Indies,  and  fome  part  of  the  conti- 
nent of  South  America. 

This  juice  is  clear  and  tranfpa- 
rent,  of  a  whi'idi  or  pale  yellowifh 


colour,  an  agreeable  fmell,  and  a 
bittcrilh  pungent  tafte.  It  is  ufu- 
ally  about  the  confiftence  of  oil,  or 
a  little  thicker  :  long  kept,  it  be- 
comes nearly  as  thick  as  honey,  re- 
taining its  clearnefs ;  but  has  not 
been  obferved  to  grow  dry  or  folid, 
as  moll  of  tlie  other  refinous  juices 
do.  We  fometimes  meet  with  a 
thick  fort  of  balfam  of  copaiba, 
which  is  not  at  all  tranfparent,  or 
much  lefs  fo  than  the  foregoing, 
and  generally  has  a  portion  of  tur- 
bid watery  liquor  at  the  bottom. 
This  lort  is  probably  either  adul- 
terated by  the  mixture  of  other 
fubftances,  or  has  been  extraiSted 
by  co£tion  from  the  bark  and 
branches  of  the  tree;  its  fmell  and 
tafte  are  much  lefs  pleafant  than, 
thofe  of  the  genuine  balfam. 

Pure  balfam  of  copaiba  diflolves 
entirely  in  reftified  fpirit,  efpeci- 
allyif  the  menftruum  be  previoufly. 
alkalized  :  the  fuliitiou  has  a  very 
fragrant  fmell.  Diftilled  with  wa- 
ter,  it  yields  a  large  quantity  of  a 
limpid  eftential  oil ;  and,  in  a  ftrong 
heat,  without  addition,  a  blue  oil. 

The  balfam  of  copaiba  is  an  ufe- 
ful  corroborating  detergent  medicine^ 
accompanied  with  a  degree  of  irri- 
tation. It  jlrengikens  the  nervous  fy- 
Jlem,  tends  to  loofon  the  Mlj,  in  large 
dofes  proves  purgative^  promotes  uriney 
and  cleanfes  and  heals  exulcerations  in 
the  urinary  paffage^  which  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  perform  more  effeftually 
than  any  of  the  other  balfams. 
Fuller  obferves,  that  it  gives  the 
urine  an  intenfely  bitter  tafte,  but 
not  a  violet  fmell  as  the  turpen- 
tines do. 

This  balfaifi  has  been  principally 
celebrated  in  gleets  and  the  fiuor  al- 
ius, and,  externally,  as  a  vulnerary. 
The  author  abovementioned  re- 
commends it  likewife  in  dyfcnteries^ 
in  fcorbutic  cachexies,  in  difcafes  of 
the  breajl  arid  lungs,  and  in  an  acri- 
mouioui  or  putrrfccnl  fiatc  of  the  juices , 
he  fays,  he  has  known  very  daa 
H  4 
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gerous  coughs,  which  manifeftly 
threatened  a  confiimptlon,  cured 
by  the  uie  of  this  b^lfam  alone; 
and  that,  notwithftanding  its  being 
hot  and  bitter,  it  has  good  efFefts 
even  in  heftic  cafes. 

Thtr  dofe  of  this  medicine  rarely 
exceeds  twenty  or  thirty  drops, 
though  fome  direft  fixty  or  more. 
It  may  be  conveniently  taken  in 
the  forn:  of  an  ela;;)faccliarum ;  or 
in  that  of  an  emulfion,  into  which 
it  may  be  reduced  by  triturating 
it  with  almonds,  or  rather  with  a 
thick  mucilage  of  gum  arable,  till 
they  are  well  incorporated,  and  then 
gradually  adding  a  proper  quantity 
qf  water. 

Notwithftanding  what  has  been 
faid  with  refpeft  to  the  efficacy  of 
this  balfnm,  it  has  been  confider- 
ed  by  modern  phyficians  to  be 
hurtful  from  its  ftimulus  in  cafes 
of  internal  ulcerations,  dyfenteries, 
ulcers  of  the  lungs,  and  other  parts  ; 
alfo  in  hedic  fevers,  phthifical  af- 
feftions,  bloody  udne,  and  dyfury 
arifing  from  an  acrimony  of  the 
humours:  tho'jgh  in  fome  cafes 
of  hsemorrhoii-ls  it  has  been  given 
with  fuccefs,  in  dofes  of  from  co 
to  40  drops  mixed  with  fugar,  and 
given  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant  —  Diu- 
retic. 

BALSAMUlVr  GILEADENSE 
[B:A  Balm  of  G Head. 

This  balfam  is  theproduft  of  the 
Amyris  Gileadenfis ;  is  a  native  of 
Abyffinia,  growiirg  among  the 
mvrrh  trees  behind  Azab. 

it  has  been  received  in  the  different 
Pharmacopoeias  under  the  names 
of  Balfam.  de  Mecca— OpobrJsamum 

 Balfcmim  ^^r«w— -and  Balfamum 

Cilcadenfe.  It  ilTues  fpontaneoufly 
from  the  bark  of  the  tree,  but  is 
more  commonly  obtained  by  in- 
cifions;  the  Xylobalfamum  is  ob- 
tained from  the  wood,  and  the  Car- 
pobaljamum  froni  tho  fruit.  The 
balfani  now  imported  into  Europe 


is  faid  to  be  principally  collcflcd 
between  Mecca  and  Medina. 

The  mode  of  coUefting  this  bal- 
fam is  very  tedious  and  troublc- 
fome,  fo  that  genuine  balfam  is 
very  rarely  exported  in  a  commer- 
cial way.  The  balfam,  according 
to  Alpinus,  is  firft  turbid  and 
white;  of  a  very  ftrong  pungent 
fmell,  like  turpentine,  but  much 
fweeter  and  more  fragrant ;  and  of 
a  bitter,  acrid,  aftringent  tafte : 
on  being  kept  for  fome  time,  it  be- 
comes thin,  limpid,  light,  of  a 
greenifli  hue  ;  and  then  of  a  gold 
yellow  ;  after  which  it  grdws  thick, 
like  turpentine,  and  lofes  much  of 
its  fragrance.  This  balfam,  extra- 
vagant as  arelhe  encomiums  beflo  w- 
ed  upon  it  by  the  eaftern  nations, 
by  the  European  phyficians  is  confi- 
dered  as  not  eflenlially  d  liferent  from 
ether  refinous  fluids  or  turpentines, 
and  that  every  purpofe  might  be  as 
fully  anfwered  by  Canada  or  Co- 
paiva  balfam.  In  Turkey  it  is  not 
onlv  in  high  efteem  as  a  medicine, 
but  alfo  as  an  odoriferous  unguent 
and  cofmetic. 

BALSAM  UM  PERUVIANUM 
[i.  -E.j  Myro^ylon  Peruiferum,  Litt, 
Supplem.  Plantar.  Balfam-'of  Peru. 

The  comi"non  Peruvian  balfam 
is  faid  to  be  extrafted,  by  coftion  ' 
in  water,  from  an  odoriferous 
flirub  growing  in  Peru,  and  the 
warmer  parts  of  America.  This 
balfam,  as  brought  to  us,  is  nearly 
of  the  confidence  of  thin  honey, 
of  a  reddifli  brown  colour,  inclin- 
ing to  black,  an  agreeable  aromatic 
fmell,  and  a  very  hot  biting  tafte. 
Diftilled  with  water,  it  yields  a 
fmall  quantity  of  a  fragrant  efleu- 
tial  oil  of  a  reddilTi  colour;  and,  in 
a  ftrong  fire,  without  addition,  a 
yeilowidi  red  oil. 

Balfam  of  Peru  is  a  very  warm 
aromatic  medicine,  confiderabiy 
hotter  and  more  acrid  than  copai-j 
ba.  Its  principal  elfe<5ts  are,  to 
•warm  the  liabit^  to  Jlrcngthen  the  ncr- 
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vous  fyfiem,  and  attenuate  vifcid  hu- 
mours. Hence  its  life  in  fome  kinds 
of  oJ}hm<xu  gcnorrhxas,  il\f ententes, 
JupprcJioKS  of  the  uteritie  Hi/charges, 
and  other  dilbrders  proceeding  from 
a  debility  of.  the  folids,  ,or  a  Hiig- 
gifnnefs  and  inactivity  of  the  juices. 
It  is  alio  employed  externally,  for 
cleanlmg  and  healing  -wounds  and  ul- 
cers ;  and  fometimes  againft  pal/ies 
and  rheumatic  pains.  Sydenham 
fpeaks  of  it  as  a  remedy  for  the 
colica  Pi(ftoniim;  which  may  be 
readilv  admitted,  as  its  laxative 
qualities  are  analogous  to  what  we 
know  of  turpentines  and  balfam  of 
copaib.i.  Its  dofe  is  from  three 
to  fix  grains,  mixed  into  a  draught 
with  egg,  fugar,  'or  honey. 

This  balfam  docs  n.ot  unite  with 
water,  milk,  exprefred  oils,  animal 
fats,  or  wax  :  it  may  be  mingled 
in  the  cold  with  this  laft,  as  alfo 
with  the  febncepus  fubftance  called 
exprelTed  oil  of  mace ;  but  if  the 
mixture  be  afterwards  liquefied  by 
heat,  the  balfam  feparates  and  falls 
to  the  bottom.  It  may  be  mixed 
with  water  into  the  form  of  an 
:  emulGon  after  the  fame  manner  as 
the  balfam  of  copaiba,  Alkaline 
lixivia  diflblve  great  part  of  it ;  and 
rectified  fpirit  the  whole. 

There  is  another  fort  of  balfam 
of  Peru,  of  a  white  colour,  and 
confiderably  more  fragrant  than  the 
former.  It  is  faid  to  be  the  pro- 
duce of  the  fame  plant  which  yields 
the  common  or  black  balfam  ;  and 
to  exude  from  incifjons  made  in 
the  trunk. 

There  is  alfo  another  fort  called 
the  red  or  dry,  hut  this  is  fuppofcd 
only  an  infpifiation  of  the  white; 
but  thcfe  are  rarely  brought  to  Bri- 
tain, and  feldom  to  be  found  in 
our  fliops. 

Med.  Viet.  A  rjarm  Aiomatic. 

pREPAP.  An  ingredient  in  many 
tinHures  a:id  fome  ointments. 

BALSAM  UiM  TOLUTANUM 


[i.  E.]  Toluifera  Balfamum,  Lh, 
Balfam  of  Tola. 

This  flows  from  a  tree  of  the 
pine  kind,  growing  in  Tolu,  in  the 
Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  called  by 
Linna:us  Toluifera  Balfamum ; 
whence  the  balfam  is  brought  to  us 
in  little  gourd  fliells.  It  is  of  a 
yellowifli  brown  colour,  inclining 
to  red;  in  confiftence  thick  and  te- 
nacious :  by  age  it  grows  hard  and 
brittle,  without  fuffering  any  great 
lofs  of  its  more  valuable  parts.  The 
fmell  of  this  balfam  is  extremely- 
fragrant,  fomewhat  refcmbiing  that 
of  lemons;  its  tafte  warm  and 
fweetifl),  with  little  of  the  pun- 
gency, and  nothing  of  the  naufeous 
relif]^,  which  accompany  the  other 
balfams.  It  has  the  fame  general 
virtues  with  the  foregoing  ,  but  is 
much  milder,  and  for  fome  pur- 
pofes,  particularly  as  a  cmroborant 
in  gleets  and  feminal  vjeakne//cs,  is 
fuppofed  to  be  more  efiicacious.  It 
poflefl'es  all  the  virtues  of  the  other 
peitoral  balfams,  but  is  more  mild. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic  —  Corro- 
borant. 

Prep.  Ingredient  in  fever  a  I  tinc- 
tures —  Elixir  —  Peroral  pills. — It 
forms  a  Tin^ure  and  Syrup. 

BARDANiE  MAJOR  IS  radix 
et  femen.  Arctii  Lappa:  Lin.  Bur- 
dock ;  the  roots  and  feeds.  [L.  £.] 

This  is  a  common  plant  about 
way-fides,  fufficiently  known  from 
its  fcaly  heads,  or  burs,  which 
ftick  to  the  clothes.  —  The  feeds 
have  a  bittcrifli  fubacrid  tafte: 
they  are  recommended  zs  very  effi- 
cacious diuretics,  given  either  in  the 
form  of  emullion,  or  in  powder, 
to  tne  quantity  of  a  drachm.  —  Dr. 
Cullen  thinks  the  diuretic  power.fo 
fmall,  as  fcarce  worthy  to  be  taken 
notice  of.  — The  roots  tafte  fweet- 
ifli,  with  a  (light  aufterity  and  bit-- 
reriflinefs  :  tncy  are  efteemed  aperi- 
ent, diuretic,  and  fudorifr;  and  faid 
to  adt  without  irritation,  fo  as  to 
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be  fafely  ventured  upon  in  acute 
diforders.  Decodions  of  them  have 
of  hte  been  ufed  in  rlieumatic, 
gouty^  fcorhutic^  Jropfual,  nephritic^ 
and  other  diforders  ;  and  preferred 
by  feme  to  thofe  of  farfaparilla. 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient— Diuretic 
'^Sudorific. 

pREPAR.  Decoilion. 

BARILLA  or  SODA.  'Natron 
impirum  Lond.  Natrum  anti quorum. 
Lin.  \_L.E.'] 

Is  a  faliiie  and  earthy  concrete, 
artificially  prepared  by  burning  cer- 
tain plants  growing  on  the  fea- 
coaft.  Its  great  conftitucnt  is  the 
folfil  alkali.  It  varies  its  charaftcr 
and  goodnefs  according  to  the  places 
from  whence  it  is  brought,  and  the 
plants  from  whence  it  is  procured, 
and  perhaps  from  the  mode  of  pre- 
paration. The  mofl;  efteemed  is  that 
of  Alicaiit,  to  whicli  that  of  Cartha- 
gena  is  much  inferior.  All  the  forts 
contain,  befides  eartli,  the  Natron 
of  the  ancients,  and  of  the  prefent 
Phanliacopceias,  for  many  years 
paft  ufually  called  fojfile  or  mineral 
fixed  alkali ;  and  moil  of  them  have 
a  mixture  of  kali,  and  fome  neutral 
ff.lt ;  fometimes  fulphur  and  parti- 
cles of  iron.  The  more  natron  and 
the  lefs  of  other  materials  that  it 
contains,  the  more  valuable  it  is 
for  medical  purpofes. 

Barilla  fhould  be  chofen  hard, 
dry,  fonorous,  with  many  foramina  ; 
of  a  grey  colour,  blackifli  grey,  in- 
clining to  blue,  mixed  with  fmall 
white  particles,  and  larger  ones 
blackifli  ;  difcovt  ring,  when  moilt- 
ened  with  faliva,  a  violet  fmcll, 
fomfcwhat  urinous,  and  volatile. 

That  which  is  moift,  fat,  mixed 
vi-ith  hair  or  fand,  of  a  blackifli  or 
whitifli  green,  eafily  becoming 
n-.oill  in'  the  liir,  and  fmelling 
when  moifleued,  huiddy  and  fetid  ; 
witiiout  holes  ;  of  adifagreeableor 
{d\n\h  rafte,  but  not  Tnivious,  and 
readily  e.^'ervcfcing  with  acids,  is  to 
be  rrjefted. 


As  the  foflilc  alkali  feparated  from " 
its  impurities  is  the  part  chiefly  ufed 
in  medicine,  its  medical   virtues  • 
will  ffill  under  fal  alkalinus  falis 
marini,  or  foda,  which  fee. 

Barytes,  called  alfo  Baryetes 
a'erata ;  Terra  ponderofa  ;  Ponderous 
Earth.  [E.] 

This  is  found  chiefly  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  mines  or  veins  of  metals. 
Its  fpecies  is  aerated  ponderous 
fpar,  or  vitriolated  ponderous  earth, 
either  in  the  form  of  a  tranfparent 
fpar,  or  an  opaque  earth,  of  a 
white  grey  or  fawn  colour;  fre- 
quently of  no  regular  figure,  butoft- 
en  in  a  peculiar  form  ofa  number 
of  fmall  convex  lenfes,  fet  edge- 
ways in  the  ground. —  We  are  in~ 
debted  to  the  celebrated  chemifts 
Gahn— ScheeJe — and  Bergman,  for 
our  knowledge  of  this  earth. 

The  folution  of  aerated  barytes 
in  fpirit  of  fait  has  been  found  ca- 
pable of  producing  powerful  effefts 
on  the  human  fyftem.  It  proves  effi- 
cacious in  fome  fcrophulous  com- 
plaints :  in  cafes  of  fwelled  glands, 
foul  ulcers,  enlarged  joints,  cuta- 
neous eruptions,  and  general  ca- 
chexy, it  has  given  Angular  relief, 
either  alone,  or  joined  with  mercu- 
rials, antimonials,  and  the  bark.  — 
It  appears  in  fome  inftances  to  in- 
creafe  the  cuticular  difcharge  ;  in 
moft  it  proves  very  diuretic,  and 
almoft  always  improves  the  appe- 
tite, and  general  habit  of  the  body, 
—  On  trial,  few  ftomachs  could  bear 
more  than  from  fix  to  ten  drops  of 
a  faturated  folution,  nor  did  the 
continued  ufe  of  the  medicine  re- 
concile the  ftomach  to  it,  but  rather 
the  contrary. — Sometimes  it  pro- 
duced a  vertigo,  which  probably 
arofe  from  its  naufeating  quality. 
Dr.  Crawford,  who  had  been  in 
habits  of  ufing  this  medicine  a  good 
deal,  was  of  opinion  that  this 
folution,  when  injudicioufly  ma- 
naged, was  capable  of  producing 
deleterious  efFeds;  by  dilbrdering 
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the  nervous  fyftem,  and  bringing 
on  violent  vomiting  and  purging. 
From  Tome  experiments  made  upon 
dogs,  it  appears  that  a  large  dofe 
would  prove  fatal. 

Mh  D .  Vi  R  T .  Deohjlruent— Diuretic. 

Pr  E  P  A  R .  Solution  in  muriatic  acitl. 

BECABUNGA.  Ftronica  Be- 
eabunga  Lin.  Brooklime ;  the 
leaves,  the  herb.  [L.] 

This  is  a  low  plant,  common  in 
little  rivulets  and  ditches  of  ftanding 
water  ;  the  leaves  remain  all  the 
winter,  but  are  in  greateft  perfec- 
tion in  the  fpring.  Their  prevail- 
ing tafte  is  an  herbaceous  one,  ac- 
companied with  a  very  light  bit- 
ternefs. 

Becabunga  has  been  fuppofed 
to  have  a  faponaceous  detergent 
virtue,  and  to  attenuate  vifcid  Iiu- 
mours  without  pungency  or  irritation  : 
hence  it  has  been  directed  in  the 
fpecies  fcurvy  called  hot,  where 
the  cochlearice,  and  other  acrid  an- 
tifcorbutics,  were  fuppofed  to  be 
lefs  proper.  It  is  now  ufed  only 
in  compofition  with  thofe  plants, 
as  in  the  fps.  cochl.  compojit.  but 
does  not  perhaps  add  much  to  their 
efficacy.  If  any  virtue  be  expell- 
ed from  becabunga,  it  fliould  be 
ufed  as  food. 

Med,  Virt.  Attenuating  and 
Antifcorbutic . 

'  BELLIS  MINOR,  Bellis  per- 
ennis  Lin.  Common  daify ;  the 
leaves. 

This  is  common  almoft  every 
where,  and  flowers  early  in  the 
fpring.  — The  leaves  have  a  fubtile 
fubacrid  tafte,  and  are  recommend- 
ed as  viilneint ies,  and  in  ajlhmas 
and  heelic  Jners,  and  fuch  diforders 
as  are  occafioned  by  drinking  cold 
liquors  when  the  body  has  been 
much  heated.  Ludovici  prefers 
the  bellit  minor  to  the  plants  com- 
monly nfed  as  antifcorbotics,  and 
refolvents  of  coagulated  blood  in 
hypochondriacal  diforders. 

Med.  Virt.  Attemtant. 


BENZONUM.  Benzoe.  \_L.  E.] 
Stjfi  ax  Ben'ue :  Ada  I'hilofophica 
Londinenfi ;  loj  /ninalia  Benzoin. 
Lin.  Benzoi ;  —  the  refin.—  The 
tree  from  \hich  this  is  acquired 
grows  chieiV  in  the  iiland  of  Su- 
matra. 

Benzoin  i  a  concrete  relinous 
juice,  obtaifcd  from  a  large  tree 
growing  nai rally  in  both  the 
Indies,  and  (ardy  enough  to  bear 
the  winters  jf  our  own  cltmate. 
The  refin  is  bought  from  the  Eaft 
Indies  only  ;  n  large  maffes  cora- 
pofed  of  wllte  and  light  brown 
pieces,  or  yebwifli  fpecks,  break- 
ing very  eafil]  betwixt  the  hands  : 
fuch  as  is  witeft,  and  free  from 
imparities,  is hoft  efteemed. 

This  refin  las  very  little  tafte, 
impreffing  onr  a  light  fweetnefs 
on  the  tongu;  its  fmell  is  ex- 
tremely fragrat  and  agreeable, 
efpecially  whet  heated.  Commit- 
ted to  the  fire  n  proper  veflels,  it 
yields  a  confidaable  quantity  of  a 
white  faline  cocrete,  called  Jlo-:v- 
ers,  of  an  aciduius  tafte  and  grate- 
ful odour,  folule  in  reftified  fpi- 
rit,  and  by  the  Ififtance  of  heat  ii? 
water. 

The  principa  ufe  of  benzoin  is 
in  perfumes,  ari  as  a  cofmetic  : 
it  is  rarely  met  i-ith  in  extempora- 
neous prefcriptin,  and  enters  in 
fubflance  only  )ne  officinal  com- 
pofition, the  Tid.  Benzoes  compof. 
defigned  chiefly] for  external  nfe. 
It  Ihould  neverhelefs  feem  appli- 
cable to  other  f^urpofes,  and  to 
have  no  bad  title  to  the  virtues  of 
ftorax  and  balfaa  of  Tolu,  at  leaft 
in  a  fuhordinatelegree.  'Hhejjoic- 
ers  are  recommeicied  in  diforders  of 


the  breaft  ;  anc 
they  are  made  a 
find.  Opii  Camp 
compofitions. 
Mud.  Virt 


in  this  intention 
ingredient  in  the 
or.  and  fonie  other 
L.] 
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BERBERfS  cortex  t  fvuSius : 
Berberh  viilg.  Lin.  Baoerry  ;  the 
bark  and  fruit. 

The  barberry  is  a  frail  tree,  or 
rather  a  large  biifli,  overed  with 
an  aHi-coIoiired  bark,  inder  which 
is  contained  anntherof  a  deep- 
yellow:  the  berries  ae  of  an  ele- 
gant red  colour,  and  ontain  each 
two  hard  brown  lees.  It  grows 
wild  on  chalky  hills  i  feveral  parts 
of  England  ;  and  ;  freq.uently 
planted  in  hedges  andn  gardens. 

The  outward  ark  of  the 
branches,  and  the  Itves,  have  an 
aftringent  acid  tafl;  the  inner 
yellow  bark  a  bitteione  :  this  lat- 
ter is  faid  to  be  fenceable  in  the 
jaundice ;  and  by  fiTie,  to  be  an 
iifefiil  purgative. 

The  berries,  whni  .to  theitafte 
are  gratefully  acid,  nd  moderately 
reltringent,  have  ben  given  with 
•fuccefs  in  /ilUoui  jiixes,  and  i/i/- 
eajcs  proceeding  froi  heat,  act  imsny^ 
or  thinnefs  of  the  juia.  Among  the 
^igyptians,  barberris  are  employed 
ill  fluxes,  and  in  laLgnant  fevers, 
for  abating  heat,  jueuchitig  thirfi, 
r<vjing  the  firejigth  and  preventing 
puirefnttion :  the  fiiit  is  macerated 
for  a  day  and  night  in  about  twelve 
times  its  quantity  of  water,  with 
the  addition  of  a  .ttle  fennel  feed, 
or  the  like,  to  pnvent  offence  to 
the  flomach  ;  the  liquor  ftrained 
off,  and  fweetene  with  fugar,  or 
fynip  of  citrons,  i  given  the  pati- 
ent liberally  to  irink.  Frofper 
Alpinus  (from  «iofe  treatife  Dr 
MvJicina  JEgyptiorm  this  account  is 
extracted)  infurmnis,  that  he  took 
this  medicine  himelf,  with  happy 
fuccefs,  in  a  peflientisl  fever,  ac- 
companied with  an  immoderate 
bilious  diarrhoea.  It  is  now  how- 
ever almoft  totallyrejeded,  though 
in  feverilh  complants,  particulirly 
in  thofe  whicli  hwe  a  putriii  ten- 
dency, the  jelly  if  the  barberry 
fruit  is  very  pLpafait,  nor  A'ould  it 
be  totally  uftiefs.  A  jelly  of  the 
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fruit  is  directed  by  the  Edinburgh 
college  as  an  officinal. 

M:.D.  ViRT.  ylfringent  —  Anti- 
fcptic. 

Prepar.  Jilly. 

BE  Tj^  folia,  Beta  vulgaris  Lin. 
White  and  red  beets  ;  and  the  tOr- 
nep-rooted  red  beet,  or  beet-rave. 

Thefe  plants  are  cultivated  in 
gardens,  chiefly  for  culinary  ufe. 
The  eye  diftinguifhes  little  other 
difference  betwixt  them,  than  that 
expreffed  in  their  titles.  Decoc- 
tions of  beets  gently  loofen  the  belly  ; 
hence  they  have  been  ranked  a- 
mong  the  emollient  herbs  :  the 
plants  remaining  after  the  boiling 
are  fuppoftd  to  have  rather  a  con- 
y:ary  effeft.  They  afford  little 
nourifhment,  and  are  faid  by  fome 
to  be  prejudicial  to  the  flomach. 
The  juice  expreffed  from  the  roots 
is  a  powerful  errhine.  But  from 
the  trials  made  by  Dr.  CuUen,  it 
gave  no  durable  or  large  evacu- 
ation. 

Med.Virt.  Cathartic — and -Er- 
rhine. 

BETONICJu  folia:  Betonicat 
officinalis  Lin.  Common  or  wood- 
betony ;  the  leaves. 

Betony'is  a  low  plant,  growing 
in  woods  and  fhady  places,  in  fe- 
veral parts  of  England  ;  the  flowers 
come  forth  in  June  and  July  ; 
they  are  of  a  purplifti  colour,  and 
ftand  in  fpikes  on  the  tops  of  the 
ftalks.  The  leaves  and  flowers 
have  an  herbaceous,  roughifli, 
fomevvhat  bitterifli  tafte,  accom- 
panied with  a  very  weak  aromatic 
flavour.  This  herb  has  long  been 
a  favourite  amftng  writers  on  the 
materia  medica,  who  have  not  been 
wanting  to  attribute  to  it  abun- 
dance of  good  qualities.  Experi- 
ence does  not  difcover  any  other 
virtue  in  betony,  than  that  of  a 
mild  corroborant ;  as  fuch,  an  infu- 
fion  or  light  decoction  of  it  may 
be  drank  as  tea,  or  a  faturated  tinc- 
ture in  reditied  fpirit  given  in 
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fuitable  dofes,  in  la.vify  and  deiU'ity 
uf  the  vi/cerj,  and  di/ordcrs  frcceed- 
ingfrm  them.  The  powder  of  the 
leaves,  fnuffed  up  the  nofe,  fro- 
t>okf!  /rwez!.'!^  ;  an  J  hence  betony  is 
fometinies  made  an  ingredient  in 
fternutatory  powders  :  this  effeil 
does  not  ieem  to  be  owing,  as  is 
generally  fiippofed,  to  any  pecu- 
liar ftimulnting  quality  in  tlie  herb, 
but  to  the  rough  hairs  with  which 
the  leaves  are  covered.  The  roots 
of  this  plant  dffFer  greatly  in  quality 
from  the  other  parts  :  their  tafte  is 
bitter  and  very  naufeous :  taken  in 
a  fmall  dole,  they  vomit  and  pnrgf 
I'iolcnflv,  and  are  fuppofed  to  have 
fomewhat  in  common  with  the 
roots  of  hellebore.  It  is  pretty  lin- 
gular, if  triie,  that  betony  affefts 
thofe  who  gather  anv  confiderable 
quantity  of  it,  with  a  diforder 
refembling  drunkennefs ;  as  af- 
firmed by  Simon  Paulli  and  Bar- 
tholinus. 

From  the  fenfible  qualities  of 
this  plant,  though  it  is  not  much 
ufed  in  medicine,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear unworthy  of  farther  attention. 
Med.  Virt.  Corroborant. 
BE  TULjE  cortex  et  Jacrynia  : 
BHuia  C.  B.  Betula  alba  Lin.  The 
birch  tree ;  tlie  bark  and  fap. 
This  tree  grows  wild  in  moifj 
"^ods:  its  bark  confifts  of  a  thick 
ittle  <ubftance  of  a  brownidi  red 
our;  and  of  feveral  very  thin, 
;.;.Qoth,  white,  tranfparent  m.em- 
branes.     Thefe   membranes  are 
highly  inflammable,  and  appear  to 
abound  withrefinous  matter, though 
fcarcely  of  any  particular  fmell  or 
tafte :  the  thick  brittle  part  is  lefs 
refinoiis,  and  in  tafte  roughifli ;  of 
the  medical  virtues  of  either,  little 
or  nothing  is  known   with  cer- 
tainty. 

Upon  deeply  wounding  or  bor- 
ing the  trunk  of  the  tree  ip  the 
bsginning  of  fpring,  a  fweetifh 
j'»ice  ifr.ies  forth,  fometim"s,  as  is 
faid,  in  fo  large  quantity,  as  to 


equal  in  weight  the  whole  tree  and 
root :  one  branch  will  bleed  a  gal- 
lon or  more  in  a  day.  This  juice 
is  chiiflv  recommended  in  fca-butic 
difa-.lers^  and  other  fouhiejjes  the 
Hood;  its  moft  fenlible  ,e  If  eft  is  to 
promote  the  urinary  difcharge. 

Med.  Virt.  Antifcorbuiic  —  Di- 
uretic. 

BEZOAR  lapis— Calculus  Capr^ 
bezoardic.-v.    Bezoar  {tone. 

The  bezoar  ftone  is  a  calculous 
coucretion  found  in  the  flomach 
of  certain  animals  which  are  faid 
to  be  of  the  goat  kind.  It  is  com- 
pofed  of  concentrical  coats  fur- 
rounding  one  another,  with  a  little 
cavity  in  the  middle,  containing  a 
bit  tf  wood,  ftraw,  hair,  or  the 
like  fubftances. 

The  (hops  diftinguidi  two  forts 
of  bezoar,  one  brought  from  Pcrfia 
and  the  Eaft-Iiidies,  the  other  from 
the  Spanifli  Vv''eft-Indies.  The  for- 
mer or  better  fort,  called  oriental 
bezoar,  is  of  a  fliining  dark  green 
or  olive  colour,  and  an  even  fmooth 
furface  ;  on  removing  the  outward 
coat,  that  which  lies  underneath  it 
appears  likewife  fmooth  and  fliin- 
ing.  The  occidental  has  a  rough 
furface,  and  lefs  of  a  green  colour 
than  the  foregoing :  it  is  likewife 
much  heavier,  more  brittle,  and  of 
a  loofer  texture ;  the  coats  are 
thicker,  and  on  breaking  exhibit  a 
number  of  ftrias  ciirioufly  interwo- 
ven. The  oriental  is  generally  lefs 
than,  a  walnut ;  the  occidental  for 
the  rnoft  part  larger,  and  fomc- 
times  as  big  as  a  goofe  egg.  The 
former  is  univstrl'slly  more  efteem- 
ed.  Many  virtues  have  been  for- 
merly afcri  bed  to  the  bezoar:  but 
it  is  now  found  to  be  only,  a  mere 
abforbent,  and  of  fo  very  inferior 
an  order,  that  it  is  never  ufed  for 
that  purpofe. 

BISMUTHUM. 
tivum.  Bifmuth. 

J3ifmuth  is  a  ponderous  brittle 
metal,   relemblinjj  in  appearance 
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the  antimonial  regukis  an^l  zinc, 


drams  in  a  day  ;  though  its  com- 


but  greatly  di(l-onng  from  •,hem  in  mon  dofe  is  from  20  to  60  graius. 

quality.     It  dilTolves  with  vehe-  Med.  Virt.   Po-xerfullji  ajlrln- 

mence  in  the  nitrous  acid,  which  gent. 

only  corrodes  the  regukis  of  snti-  BOLL    Boles  are  vifcid  earths, 

mony  ;  and  is  fcarce  at  all  Ibluble  lefs  coherent  and  more  friable  than 

in   the  marine   acid   which  a£ts  clay,  more  readily  uniting  with  wa- 

ftrongly  on_  zinc.    A   calx  and  ter,  and  more  freely  fubfiding  from 

flowers  of  this  femimetal  have  been  it.    They  are  foft  and  unauous  to 

recommended  as  finiilar  in  virtue  the  touch,  adhere  to  the  tongue, 

to  certain  antimonial  preparations:  and  by  degrees  melt  \f\  the  moutii, 

but  are  at  prefent  of  no  other  ufe  impre'lling  a  light  fenfe  ofaflrin- 

than  as  a  pigment  or  cofmetic.  gency.    A  great  variety  of  thefe 

BISTORT raiVix .-  Polygoni  Bif-  kinds  of  e.irths  has  been  introduced 

torta:  Lin.    Biftort,  or  fnakeweed ;  into  medicine;   the  principal  of 

the  root  [L.  £.]  which  are  the  following  : 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  moift  (i)  Bolus  Arnuvia.  Armeniaiv 

meadows,^  in  feveral  parts  of  Eng-  bole,  or  bole  Armenic.    Pure  Ar- 

land ;  biit  is  not  very  common  menian  bole  is  of  a  bright  red 

about  London.    The  root  is  about  colour,  with  a  tinge  of  yellow  :  it 

the  thicknefs  of  the  little  finger,  of  is  one  of  the  hardeft  and  moft  com- 

a  blackifli  brown  colour  on  the  paft  of  the  bodies  of  this  clafs,  and 

outCde,  and  reddifli  within:  it  is  not  fmooth  or  gloffy  like  the  others, 

writhed    or    bent    vermicularly  but  generally  of  a  rough  dufty  fur- 

(whence  the  name  of  the  plant)  face.     It  raifes  no  effervefcence 

with  a  joint  at  each  bending,  and  with  acids. 

full  of  bufliy  fibres;  the  root  of  (2)  Bolus  Gallica.  French 

the  fpecies  here  meant  has,  for  bole.  [L.]The  common  French  bole 

the  mofl  part,  only  one  or  two  is  of  a  pale  red  colour,  variegated 

bendiugs ;   others  have   three  or  with  irregular  fpecks  or  veins  of 


All  thfi^ parts  of  biftort  have  a  fofter  than  the  foregoing;  and 
rough  aufterc  tafte,  particularly  the  flightly  efFervefces  with  acids, 
root,  which  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  (3)  Bolus  Blese'nsis.  Bole  of 
of  the  vegetable  aflringents.  It  Blois,  This  is  a  yellow  bole,  re- 
is  employed  in  all  kinds  of  mmndc-  markably  lighter  than  the  former, 
rate  haemorrhages  and  other  JJitxcs,  and  than  mofi:  of  the  other  yellow 
both  internally  and  '  externally,  earths.  It  efFervefces  ftrongly  with 
where  aflringency  is  the  only  indi-  acids. 

cation.    It  is  certainly  a  very  pow-  (4)  Bolus  Bohemica.  Bohemian 

-erful  ftv'ptic,  and  is  to  be  looked  bole.    This  is  of  a  yellow  colour, 

on  {imply  as  fuch  ;  to  the  fudorific,  with  a  cafl  of  red,  generally  of  a 

antipeliilential,  and  other  like  vir-  flaxy  texture.    It  is  not  a£led  on 

tues  attributed  to  it,  it  has  no  other  by  acids. 

claim,  than  in  confequence  of  its  (i;)  Terra  Letmiia.  Lemniaa 

aftringency,  and  of  the  antifeptic  earth.    This  is  a  pale  red  earth; 

power  whidh  it  has  in  common  flightly  elTervefcing  with  acids, 

with  other  vegetable  flyptics.    It  (6)    Terra   SUcJiaca.  Silefian 

has  frequently  been  employed  in  earth  is  of  a  brownifli  yellow  co- 

"large  dofes  in  intermittent.s,.  both  lonr :  acids  have  no  fenfible  ef- 

by  iiCeif  and  with  gentian  :  it  has  feft  upon  it.     Thefe  and  other 

been  givei*  to  the  quantity  o\  three  earths,  made  into  little  mafTes,  and 


more. 


white   and   yellow.    It  is  much 
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ftamped  with  certain  impreflions, 
arc  called  ietrce/gtUaLr. 

Thefe  earths  have  been  recom- 
mended as  allringent,  fudorific,  and 
alexipharmac  ;  in  diafrhceas,  dyfen- 
teries,  ha?morrhages,  and  in  malig- 
nant and  pe(tilential  diftempers. 
Ininteftinal  fluxes,  and  complaints 
in  the  firft  paflEiges  from  thin  acri- 
monious humours,  they  may,  doubt- 
lefs,  be  of  fome  ufc.  However 
great  and  numerous  may  he  the  vir- 
tues formerly  afcribed  to  them,  they 
are  certainly  mere  inert  fubftances, 
and  are  not  allowed  to  have  medi- 
cal properties  of  any  confequence, 

BONUS  HENRJCVS.  Chaiopo- 
diu7n  Bor.i  He»y:ci  Lin.  Englifti 
herb  mercury;  the  leaves  [jE.] 

This  herb  is  met  with  by  road 
fides,  and  in  uncultivated  places. 
It  is  ranked  among  the  emollient 
herb?,  but  rarely  made  life  of  in 
praci:ice.  The  leaves  are  applied 
by  the  common  people  for  healing 
flight  -Mounds,  cleavfing  old  vlcers, 
and  other  purpofes  of  that  kind. 

BORRAGINIS  flores  :  Boraginis 
•Jicinalis  Lin.  Borage ;  the  flow- 
ers. 

This  is  a  rough  plant,  clothed 
with  fmall -prickly  hairs  :  it  grows 
wild  in  wafte  places,  and  upon  old 
^C'tlis.  An  exhilarating  virtue  has 
been  attributed  to  the  flowers  of 
borage,  which  are  hence  ranked 
among  thofe  called  cordial fiov-'ers  : 
but  they  appear  to  have  very  little 
claim  to  any  virtue  of  this'  kind, 
and  feem  to  be  altog-ether  infi<Tni- 
cant. 

BORAX.  Natron  boracicatum. 
\_L.  £.]  Tincar,  or  Borax. 

This  is  a  faline  fubftance,  brought 
from  the  Eaft- Indies  in  great  mafT- 
es,  compofed  partly  of  large  ciy- 
ftals,  but  chiefly  of  fmaller  ones, 
partly  white  and  partly  green, 
joined  togetlier  as  it  were  by  a 
greafy  y.-llow  fubftance,  inter- 
mingled with  fand,  finall  ftones, 
and  oth«r  impurities.    The  purer 


cryftals,  expofed  to  the  fire,  mtit 
into  a  kind  of  glafs,  which  is  nc- 
vcrthelefs  diflbluble  in  water. 

This  fait,  djflblved  and  cryflal- 
lized,  forms  fmall  tranfparent  mafT- 
es  ;  the  refiners  have  a  method  of 
fliooting  it  into  larger  cryftals ; 
but  thefe  differ  in  feveral  refpeAs 
from  the  genuine  fait,  infomuch 
that  Cramer  calls  them  not  a  puri- 
fied, but  adulterated  borax.  The 
origin  of  this  fait  is  as  yet  unknown, 
and  its  compofition  is  known  only 
in  part.  Thus  much  experiments 
have  clearly  fhown,  that  it  conCfts 
of  fixt  mineral  alkaline  fait,  in  fome 
degree  neutralized  by  a  peculiar 
acid. 

Nor  have  the  medical  virtues  of 
borax  beeii_fufliciently  afcertained 
by  experience.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
be,  in  dofes  of  half  a  dram  or  two 
fcruples,  diurelic,  emincnagogue,  and 
a  promoter  of  delivery.  jVIr.  BilTet, 
in  an  efiay  on  the  medical  confti- 
tiition  of  Great  Britain,  recom- 
mends a  folution  of  this  fait  in  wa- 
ter as  the  moft  powerful  dillblvent 
yet  known  of  aphthous  crufts  in  « 
the  mouth  and  fauces  of  children. 
There  are  ftrong  reafons  to  believe, 
that  the  virtues  of  borax  are  much 
greater  than  they  are  in  general 
fuppofed  to  be. 

For  the  acid  of  Borax,  fee  Sax 

SfiDATtVUS. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic  and  Em- 
mcnagogue. 

BOTR  YOS  folia :  Cbenopodii  am- 
brofioidis  folio  finuato  Tourn.  Atri- 
fUcis  odora:  feu  fuaveoleiitis  Morif. 
Cheiiopodii  Botryos  Lin.  Jerufalem 
oak;  the  leaves. 

This  plant  is  cultivated  in  gar- 
dens. It  has  a  ftrong,  not  difagree- 
able  frnt-ll;  and  a  warm  fomewhat 
pungent  tafte.  It  is  recommended 
as  a  carminative  pecloral.  Infu- 
fions  of  it  may  be  drank  as  tea  ;  and 
in  tliis  form  it  has  been  recom- 
mended for  chronic  catarrh.  But 
reftificd  fpirit  is  faid  to  be  the  beft 
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menftrutim  Air  the  aftive  parts  of 
botli  the  feeds  ami  leaves. 

Med.  Virt.  Carminative — Pec- 
toral. 

Prepar.  Infujion. 

BRASSICA  SATIVA  :  BraJJIca 
Oleracca  Lin.  White  and  red  cab- 
bages, coleworts,  Savoy  cabbages, 
and  cauliflower. 

Thefe  are  cultivated  in  gardens 
rather  for  culinary  than  medicinal 
ufe.  They  are  all  fiippofed  to  be 
hard  of  digefiion,  to  afford  little 
noiirifluTient,  and  to  produce  flatu- 
lencies ;  though  probably  on  no 
very  good  foundation.  They  tend 
Urongly  to  putrefaftion,  and  run 
into  this  ftate  fooner  than  almoft 
any  other  vegetable ;  when  putre- 
fied, their  fmell  is  likewife  themoft 
ofFenfive,  greatly  refcmbling  that 
of  putrefied  animal  fubftances.  A 
decoftion  of  them  is  faid  to  Icofcn 
the  hi-lly.  Of  all  thefe  plants,  cau- 
liHower  is  reckoned  the  eafieft  of 
digeftion.  The  white  is  the  moft 
fetid;  and  the  red  moft  emollient 
or  laxative  :  a  decoftion  of  the  lat- 
ter is  recommended  for  foftcn'mg 
acrmon'ioui  humours  in  fame,  diforcurs 
of  the  hreaJU  and  hi  boarfcncfe. 

Cabbage  is  well  fiiited  for  the 
purpofe  of  diet,  both  from  its  fuc- 
culency,  and  the  great  quantity  of 
faccharine  matter  it  coiitaius.  It 
has  alfo  been  ufcd  for  medical  pur- 
pofes.  The  leaves  bruifed  gently 
are  often  applied  to  parts  previ- 
oufiy  blif^ered,  with  the  efFeft  of 
promoting  a  confiderable  difcharge. 
They  produce  a  watery  difcharge 
through  the  (kin,  when  applied  to 
the  ancles,  in  anafarca  ;  and  in 
fonie  inftaucts  have  done  it  com- 
pletelv.  They  fometimes  evcu  have 
the  effedl  of  bringing  on  vefi- 
caticns. 

Jf  by  proper  art  they  are  made  to 
undergo  an  acefcent  fermentation, 
and  can  be  made  to  remain  in  that 
lli;te,  tl.ey  are  a  very  efftftual 
means  both  of  obviatiiig  and  cur- 


ing the  fcurvy.  Cabbage  thrown 
into  tlvis  ftate  is  cMtd  four  iraui 
or  four  crout. 

Med.  Virt.  Rcfrigerani — Lax- 
ative— Antifcorbulic. 

Pr  EPAR.  Sonr-crout. 

BRYONL^  ALB^,  Lin.  radix: 
White  bryony,  or  wild  vine  ;  the 
roots  [jE.j 

This  is  a  rough  plant,  growing 
on  dry  banks  under  hedges,  and 
climbing  upon  the  buflies.  Tiie 
roots  are  large,  fometimes  as  thick 
as  a  man's  thigh  ;  their  fmell,  when 
fredi,  is  ftroRg  and  difagreeable ; 
the  tafte  naufeoufly  bitter,  acrid, 
and  biting:  the  juice  is  fo  fharp, 
as  in  a  little  time  to  excoriate  the 
fkin:'in  drying,  they  lofe  great 
part  of  their  acrimony,  and  almoft 
the  whole  of  their  fcent. 

Bryony  root  is  a  ftrong  irritating 
cathartic  ;  and,  as  fiich,  has  fome- 
times been  fuccefsfully  exhibited 
in  maniacal  cafes.,  in  fome  kinds  of 
dropfies,  and  \n  feveral  chronical  difor- 
ders,  where  a  quick  folution  of 
vifcid  juices,  and  a  fudden  fti- 
mulus  on  the  folids,  were  required. 
An  extraft  prepared  by  water  acts 
more  mildly,  and  with  greater  fafe- 
ty,  than  the  root  in  fubftr.nce; 
given  from  half  a  dram  to  a  dram, 
it  is  f<<Id  to  prove  a  gentle  purga- 
tive, and  likewife  to  operate  pow- 
erfully by  urine. 

Bryony  root,  applied  externallv, 
is  faid  to  be  a  pouerful  difcuticiit. 
Though  this  is  rejecled  by  the  pre- 
fent  praftice,  yet 'from  its  aftive 
powers,  which  might  be  rendered 
lefs  draftic,  it  merits  fcune  atten- 
tion. 

Meo.  Virt.  Diftitient.,  amijirong- 
ly  Cathariii:. 

BUGLOSSI  radix,  folia,  fores  : 
Anchuf-e  officinalis  Lin.  Garden  bu- 
glofs  ;  the  roots,  leaves,  and  flow- 
ers; 

This  is  a  rough,  hairy  plant,  re- 
fembling  borage,  but  lefs  prickly: 
a  wild  fort  is  commonly  met  with 
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in  hedoes  and  among  corn,  which 
differs ironi  the  garden  fort  only  in 
being  fmaller.  Buglofs  lias  a  flimy 
l\veetilh  tafte,  nccompanitd  with  a 
kind  of  coohiels :  the  roots  are  the 
wott  glutinous,  and  the  Howers  the 
leall  fo.  Thel'e  qualities  point  out 
its  ufe  in  i'jt  bilious  or  infiammatoiy 
dijitmpers,  and  a  thin  acrimonious 
fiate  of  the fiuids.  The  flowers  are 
one  of  the  four  called  cordial  flow- 
ers: the  only  quality  they  have 
that  can  entitle  them  to  this  appel- 
lation, is,  that  they  moderately  cool 
and  ffteii,  luit/Aut  offtiiding  the  pa- 
late orjlomach  ;  and  thus,  in  warm 
climates,  or  in  hot  difeafes,  inayin 
iow.t  meafure  refrefli  the  patient. 

IVIed.  Virt.  Refrigerant — emol- 
licKt. 

BURS^  PJSTORIS  folia: 
Thiafpi  Butfa  Lin.  Shepherd's. purfe; 
the  leaves. 

This  plant  is  common  in  wade 
places;  and  is  found  in  flower  all 
the  fummer.  Shepherd's  purfe  has 
long  been  celebrated  as  an  aflrin- 
gent,  and  ftrongly  recommended  in 
diarrhcea!,  dyfenteries,  uterine  flunrs, 
and  in  general  in  all  difeafes  where 
aftringents  of  any  kind  can  avail. 
Some  have  efteemed  it  fo  powerful 
a  ftyptic,  as  fcarce  to  be  (afely  ad- 
miniltered  internally.  Others  have 
thought  it  to  be  of  a  hot  fiery  na- 
ture, and  fuppofed  it  to  flop  fluxes 
and  hsniorrhages,  by  coagulating 
the  juices  like  alcohol,  and  iDurning 
or  fearing  the  orifices  of  the  veflcls. 
The  fenlible  qualities  of  fliepherd's 
purfe  difcover  little  foundation  for 
either  of  thefe  opinione;  it  has  no 
perceptible  heat,  acrimony,  pun- 
'  tncy,  and  ftarcely  ar.y  aflringcn- 
y  :  the  tafte  is  almoft  merely  her- 

ceous,  fo  as  fiifficiently  to  vvar- 
f  'It  the  epithet  given  this  plant  by 
Mr.  Ray,  fatv.um. 

Med.  Virt.  Aflrlngeni ^\3w\.  very 
doubtful. 

BUXl  lignum  et  f$lia  :  Bup^i 


RIA  MEDICA.  ir- 

femper-virentis  Lin.  The  box-tree : 
the  leaves  and  wood. 

The  box  is  a  fmall  tree,  growing 
wild  in  fome  parts  of  Kent  and 
Surry.  The  wood  is  of  a  yellow 
colour,  more  folid,  compaiV,  and 
ponderous  than  any  other  of  the 
European  woods.  The  leaves  have 
a  ftrong  naufeous  tafte,  and  when 
frefl),  a  fetid  fmtll:  they  are  faid 
to  purge  violently,  in  the  dofe  of  a 
dram.  A  decoiftion  of  the  wood  is 
recommended  by  fome  as  power- 
fully fudorificy  preferable  even  to 
guaiacum  :  but  the  tafte  readily 
difcovers  that  it  wants  the  qualities 
of  that  wood.  The  box-wood  is 
now  rejefted  from  our  Pharmaco- 
poeias;  but  from  its  a<flive  quali- 
ties, particularly  the  leaves,  fome 
writers  recommended  them  to  at- 
tention. 

Med.  Virt.  Of  the  leaves — Pur- 
gative, 

CACAO  Theolroma  Cacao  Lin. 
Chocolate  nuts. 

Thefe  are  the  fruit  of  an  Ame- 
rican tree  refembling  the  almond. 
The  principal  ufe  of  thefe  nuts  is 
for  the  preparation  of  a  fubftance 
of  which  the  dietetic  liquor  choco- 
late is  made.  This  is  a  mild, 
unduous,  nutritious  fluid,  capable 
of  foftening  acrimonious  humours.,  and 
of  great  fervice  in  confuinptive  dif- 
ordcrs ;  efpecially  if  made  with 
milk,  and  with  only  a  fmall  pro- 
portion of  aroinatics. 

This  fubftance  is  not  ahvavs 
eafily  digefted,  but  has  fometinies 
occafioned  inconveniences  to  tlie 
ftomach,  which  may  be  obviated 
by  very  diligent  triture,  uniting 
very  intimately  the  farinaceous,  and 
oily  part,  which  renders  It  more  eafi- 
ly digcftiblc.  The  chocolate  of  Lon- 
don is  efteemed  by  much  the  beft, 
becaufe  the  two  parts  are  fo  very 
perfciflly  united,  by  making  them 
pafs  between  two  cylinders  i oiling 
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on*  againfl  tlie  otlier,  wliich  lias 
more  power  to  form  the  intimate 
Union,  than  by  Icvigation,  which 
was  formerly  prai^liftd. 

MiiD.  ViRT.  Analeptic. 

Prep.  ChocoLite.  - 

CALAMINARIS  LAl'IS,  Zi>i- 
cum  Calnminaris  it'. J.  Calamy  or 
calamine  ftone. 

This  mineral  is  found  plentifully 
irt  England,  (Germany,  and  other 
countries,  either  in  difiinft  mines,N 
or  Intermingled  with  the  ores  of 
different  metals.  It  is  ufually  of  a 
greyifli,  hrownifli,  vellowifli,  or  pale 
reddilh  colour  ;  confiderably  hard, 
though  not  fufficiently  fo  to  flrikc 
fire  with  fteel.  It  has  been  looked 
upon  by  fome  as  a  fim'ple  enrth,  by 
others  as  iron  ore  :  later  experi- 
ments have  difcovered  it  to  be  an 
ore  of  zinc.  Calamine  is  generally 
roafted  or  calcined  before  it  ,c©mc« 
into  the  fliops,  in  order  to  fcparate 
fome  fulphureous  or  arfcnical  mat- 
ter which  the  crude  mineral  is  lup- 
pofed  to  contain,  and  to  render  it 
more  eafily  reducible  into  a  fine 
powder.  In  this  ftate,  it  is  em- 
ployed in  collyria  againfi:  deJiiixion» 
tf  thin  acrid  humours  upon  the  eye» ; 
for  drying  up  rr.oiji,  running  ulcers ; 
and  healing  excoriatiovf. 

Med,  Virt.  Deficcativc  HtxCl  heal- 
ing. 

Prep.  An  ingredient  in  ceratum 
lap.  calam.  and  collyria,  &:c. 

CALAMI  AROMATICI  ra- 
dix: Jcori  Calami  Lin.  S.  P.  Sweet- 
fcentedflag;  the  roots  [L.  £".] 

This  flag  refembles,  as  to  its 
leaves,  the  common  irU,  but,  in 
other  relpefts  differs  greatly  from 
it :  the  (talk  grows  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  leaves  ;  the  lower,  half, 
\m  to  where  the  flowers  come  forth, 
is  roundidi  ;  the  part  above  this, 
broad  like  the  other  leaves;  the 
flowers  arc  very  fmall,  whitifh,  and 
(hind  in  a  kind  of  head  about  the 
■fize  of  a  finger.    This  plant  grows 


plentifully  in  rivulets  and  marfliy 
places,  about  Norwich  and  other 
parts  of  this  Kland  •,  in  the  canals 
of  Holland  ;  in  Switzerland  ;  and 
ill  other  coun,tries  of  Europe.  The 
fliops  have  been  ufually  fupplied 
from  the  Levant  with  dried  roots, 
which  do  not  appear  to  be  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  our  own  growth. 

The  root  of  acorus  is  full  of 
joints,  crooked,  fomewhat  flatted 
on  the  fides,  internally  of  a  white 
colour,  and  loofe  fpongy  texture  : 
its  finell  is  fl^rong  ;  the  tafte  warm, 
acrid,  bitterifli,  and  aromatic;  both 
the  fmell  and  tafte  are  improved  by 
exficcation.  This  ri«t  is  generally 
looked  upon  as  a  carminaiiie  and 
Jlomachic  medicine^  and  as  Inch  is 
fometimes  raiade  ufe  of  in  practice. 
It  is  alfo  gjveri  in  anorexia  and  fen 
'agues.  It  is  faid  by  fome  to  be  fu- 
perior in  aromatic  flavour  to  any 
otlwr  vegetable  that  is  produced  in 
thefe  northern  climates :  but  fuch 
as  \  have  had  an  opiJortunity  of  ex- 
amining, fell  fliort,  in  this  refpeft, 
of  Several  of  our  common  plants. 
It  is,  neverthelcls,  a  fufficiently 
elegant  aromatic.  The  frefli  root, 
candied  after  t  he  manner  direfted  in 
out'Difpenfatory  for  candying  ervn- 
go  root,  is  faid  to  be  employed  at 
Conftantinople  as  a  prefervative 
againft  epidemic  difeafes.  Thfc 
leaves  of  this  plant  have  a  fweet 
fragrant  fmell,  more  agreeable, 
though  weaker,  than  that  of  the 
roots. 

Med.  Virt.  -Aromatic  and  Jlo- 
machic. 

CALENDUL.E floret :  Calendu- 
la officinalis  Lin.  Garden  marigold; 
-the  flowers. 

This  herb  is  common  in  gardens, 
where  it  is  found  in  flower  !;re.iteft 
pan  of  the  funimer.  Mari^goM 
flowers  are  fuppofed  to  be  aperient 
and  attenuating ;  as  alfo  cardiac, 
alexiphnrmic,  and  fudorific.  Thef 
are  principally  celebrated  in  uterine 
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obUni<Sions,  the  jaundice,  ami  for 
throwing  out  the  Iniall-pox.  Their 
feuliblc  qualities  give  little  foiin- 
ciation  for  thefe  virtues  :  they  have 
fcnrcelv  any  tafte,  and  no  conlider- 
able  fmell.  The  le.ives  of  the 
plant  dilcover  a  vifcid  Iwettiflinefs, 
accompanied  with  a  more  durable 
faponaceoiis  pungency  and  warmth. 
However,  they  are  now  almoll  to- 
tally rejected,  as  they  are  not  allow- 
ed to  poiFcfs  any  material  medical 
properties.  If  they  have  any  at  all, 
it  is  that  of  bcincr  very  flightlv  fii- 
dorific. 

CALX  VIVA  [L.  £•.]  Lapis 
calcaretts  purus,  reccns  ujiiis.  Quick- 
lime. Quicklime  is  iifually  pre- 
pared among  us,  by  calcining  cer- 
tain ftones  of  the  chalky  kind.  All 
chalks  and  marbles,  and,  in  gene- 
ral, all  the  mineral  earths  chat  dif- 
Iblve  in  acids,  burn  into  quicklime  ; 
with  tins  difference,  that  the  more 
compact  the  ftone,  generally  the 
ftronger  is  the  lime.  In  maritime 
countries,  in  defeft  of  the  proper 
'ftones,  fea  fliells  are  made  ufe  of, 
which  afford  a  calx  agreeing  in  moft 
refpects  with  the  flone  limes. 

All  thefe  limes  are,  when  frefli 
burnt,  highly  acrimonious  and  cor- 
rofive.  In  this  ftate  thev  are  em- 
ployed  in  fome  external  applications 
as  a  depiiarorv  ;  for  rendering  ful- 
phur  foiuble  in  water;  and  f>ir  in- 
creafifig  the  power  of  fixt  alkaline 
falts  either  for  the  pnrpol'es  of  a 
cauftic,  or  to  enable  tliem  more 
readilv  to  difTolve  oils  for  making 
foap.  If  the  lime  be  expofed  for  a 
length  of  time  to  the  air,  it  falls  by 
degrees  into  a  ])owder,  and  lofts 
much  of  il5  acrimony. 

Water,  poured  dircftly  upon 
quicklime,  takes  up  a  conliderable 
portion  of  it.  The  folution  has  a 
flrong  fafte,  fomcwhat  flyptic,  dry- 
ing the  mouth,  and  a' con)j)anic(l 
with  a  kind  of  fi\'eetifl?nefs.  This 
li'liiordoes  notefTervcfcccltiuT  witii 
ac;ds  or  aikalirs,  but  is  reiidered  by 


the  latter  turbid  and  milky ;  it 
prevents  the  coagulation  of  milk,  nnU 
hence  is  fometimes  made  ufe  of  along 
-^ith  milk  diets :  agiiated  with  ex- 
prefTed  oils,  it  unites  with  them  in- 
to a  thick  compound,  rccoinmend- 
ed  by  Dr,  Slare  avainft  burns  and 
inflammations.  Both  the  fiinple 
folution  of  the  lime,  and  the  fo- 
lution imp'egnated  with  other  ma- 
terials, are  direfted  as  ofhcinal,  un- 
der the  titles  of  fimple  and  com- 
pound lime  waters. 

Lime  water,  drank  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  ?n<\  continued  for 
a  length  of  time,  has  been  foiind 
ferviceat)le  in  Jcro^.huLui  cafes,  and 
other  ob/iinate  chronic  Jifordcrs,  It 
generally  promotes  urine,  and  not  un- 
Jrrquently  the  cuticular  iHlcharye  :  for 
the  mofl  part  it  hi/uls  the  heUy,  and 
fometimes  produces  troublefome  cofrive- 
jiefs,  unlefs  this  tffeft  be  occafion- 
ally  provided  agninft,  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  proper  medicines.  It 
does  fervice  in  dtiiV.ty  and  laxity 
of  the  vifccra  in  gene-  al  ;  in  tkdfe  of 
the  uterine  and  feminal  wffils  it  is 
particularly  recommended.  Care 
mufl  be  had  not  to  ufe  this  medi- 
cine too  liberally  in  hot  bilious 
conllitutions,  or  where  the  pat'ent 
is  much  emaciated,  or  the  appetite 
weak,  or  at  the  time  of  any  criti- 
cal or  periodical  evacuations.  Its 
principal  uTc  is  in  cold^  moifl,  flug- 
gijliy  and  coriule  it  habits. 

It  has  been  ufed  as.  a  lithontrip- 
tic  ;  and  though  incapable  of  dif- 
folving  human  calculi,  yet  under 
its  ufe  patients  afP,i'(fled  with  the 
flone  have  rxperiencied  great  re- 
lief. In  the  form  of^  glUkrs  it  is 
very  effetlual  in  killing  and  bringing 
aniay  the  afcar-,drs.  It  has  been 
■given  in  repeated  draughts  from  fix 
ounces  up  to  a  p'nt  or  more  in  a  dav, 
witii  or  w'thoiit  a  fourth  t^y  fijih 
part  of  milk,  again (i  leuci.'i.rliraas, 
diabetes,  and  ariJit  es  iiv  the  prin^ge 
vijp.    It  is  fonx  times  applied  at  2 
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v:ajk  for  foul  ulcers^  by  injeflien  for    ufu  interna  ffcurijfimo  el  prajlantijji- 


the  relief  of  fiuor  aUus^  and  otlier 
preternatural  diicharges. 

Med.  ViRT.  A  pciverful  corrojlve ; 
alterant  and  nlforbtnt. 

Prep.  Medicated  water. 

C  AMPHORA  [L.  E.]  Ex  Lmiro 
camphor  a  Lin,  Camphor  is  a  folid 
concrete,  extraded  fronn  the  wood 
and  roots  of  >a  tree  growing  in  Ja 


tno.  The  fubftancc  of  his  obferva- 
tion  is,  that  camphor  feems.to  pe- 
netrate very  quickly  through  the 
whole  body,  and  notably  increnfe 
perfpiration :  that  though  given  to 
the  quantity  of  half  a  dram,  dif- 
folved  in  fpirit  of  wine,  and  duly 
diluted,  it  docs  mt  raife  the  pulfe  or 
occojion  any  heat^  but  rather  caufes  a 


—   O  -J  --.^  .    .  „  .   j^- 

pan,  Sumatra,  and  other  parts  of  fcnfe  of  coolnefs  about  the  pracordia : 
the  £aft  Indits,  by  a  procel's  fimilar    that  on  continuing  its  ufe  for  fome 


to  that  by  which  ffTcntial  oils  are 
obtained.'  .As  it  firft  fublimes  from 
the  wood,  it  appears  brownifh, 
compofed  of  femipellucid  grains 
mixed  with  dirt  :  in  this  ftate  it  is 
exported  by  the  Dutch,  and  puri 


time,  the  blood  became  fcnfibly 
more  fluid,  and  the  quantity  of 
watery  ferum,  with  which  the  ha- 
bit before  abounded,  was  notably 
diminillied  :  that  in  malignant  fe- 
vers, and  all  dif orders,  •ahrther  acute 


 f-----^'  t  I  /  J   

fied  by  a  fecond  fublimation  ;  after    or  chronical,  proceeding  from  an  acrid 


which,  it  is  reduced  into  loaves 
(In  which  it  is  brought  toAis)  pro- 
bably by  fufion  in  clofe  veflels; 
for  it  does  not  alTume  this  form  in 
fublimation.  It  is  alfo  produced  by 
feveral  trees  in  the  Eall  Indies,  in  a 
more  fluid  flate,  and  then  fly  led  the 
oil  of  camphor  ;  and  alfo  this  con- 
crete is  produced,  in  fmall  quanii- 
ties,  from  other  vegetables  by  diftil- 
•lation. 

Pure  camphor  is  very  white,  pel- 
luc'd,  fomewhat  unftuous  to  the 
touch;   of  a  bitterifli,  aromatic, 


or  putrefcent  flate  of  the  juices,  cam- 
phor has  excellent  effe^s,  corre^^ing 
the  acrimony,  expelling  the  putrid 
morbific  matter  through  the  cuta- 
neous pores,  and  preventing  an 
inflammation  or  fphacelus,  where 
there  is  previoufly  any  difpofition 
thereto :  that,  by  firengthcning  the 
wjfcls,  it  refirains  hamorrhages  Itfp- 
pening  in  acute  fevers,  and  pi<omotes ' 
critical  and  periodical  evacuations. 
In  inflammatory  cafes,  where  there 
is  a  tendency  to  mortification,  intenfe 
heat,  thirfl,  or  ivhere  the  fhin  is  dry 


k«^uv,»i  ,  "  7  -  /  1  ^    t  "  ^  'J 

acrid  tafte,  yet  accompanied  with  a  and  parched,  whether  before  or  after 

fenfe  of  coolnefs;  of  a  very  fra-  a  delirium  has  come  on,  r/o/^j 
grant  fmell,  fomewhat  like  that  of  ^o/"  camphor  joined  with  nitre,  pro- 

rofcmary,  but  much  ftronger.  It  is  duced  happy  effe£ts,  almoft  imme- 

totally  volatile,  and  inflammable  ;  diately  relieving  the  fymptoms,  oc- 

foluble  in  vinous  fpirits,  oils,  and  cafioning  a  calm  fleep  arid  plentiful 

the  mineral  acids  ;  not  in  water,  fweat,  without  fatiguing  the  pati- 

alkaline  liquors,  or  the  acids  of  the  ent.    He  further  obferves,  that  this 

Vegetable  kingdom.    This  concrete  fimple,  by  its  antiphlogifiic  quality, 

is  efteemed  one  of  the  mofl:  eflica-  prevents  the  ill  ejfeHs  of  the  more  irri- 

cious  diaphoretics;   and  has    long  tati7ig  medicines.    There  has  been 

been  celebrated  in  feveis,  malignant  great  diverfity  of  opinion  refped- 

and  epidemical  difiempers.  In  deliria,  ing  the  medical  virtues  of  camphor, 


where  opiates  fail  of  procuring 
lleep,  and  often  aggravate  the 
fymptoms,  this  medicine  frequently 
fucceeds. 

Frederick  Hoffman  has  written 


whether  it  was  a  ftimulant  or  feda- 
tive  ;  however,  now,  from  a  vafl  va- 
riety of  experiments,  it  has  been 
proved,  and  generally  allowed  to  be 
a  fcdative.    It  leflens  the  frequency 


Rn  e^cprefs  diflcrtatiou  DeCawphora   of  the  pulfe,  and  when  given  in 
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very  large  dofe,  it  produces  a' weak - 
nels,  and  palenels  of  the  whole 
bodv,  asd  fometimes  fiidden  death 
occafioned  by  a  direft  aftion  on  the 
nervous  lyllem. 

it  has  been  employed  in  fevers 
of  all  kinds,  but  its.ufe  has  been 
cfpecially  remarkable  in  thofe  of 
the  putrid  kind.  It  willrefift,  and 
•lire  in  many  cafes,  gangrene.  It 
has  been  of  great  fervice  in  the 
confluent  fmall-pox;  fpafmodic, 
and  convulfive  afFeftions;  in  epi- 
lepfy;  in  maniacal  and  melancho- 
lic cafes. 

It  has  been  ufed  in  moft  acute 
ii;flammatory  difeafes,  and  in  acute 
rheumatifm,  with  fome  advantage. 
It  has  been  of  great  fervice  rxter- 
T.ally  employed  in  afcites,  rubbing 
the  abdomen  with  a  ftrong  folution 
of  camphor  and  oil ;  and  in  taking 
off  fevere  pains  of  the  mufcles  and 
joints  in  acute  rheumatifm.  Nor 
is  there  any  doubt  of  its  taking  off 
the  inflammatory  ftate  both  of 
rheumatifm  and  gout ;  but  in  the 
latter  it  is  rather  a  dangerous  expe- 
riment, as  it  occafions  only  a  re- 
troceflion  of  that  difeafe  ;  as  alfo  in 
the  rheumatifm,  where  the  com- 
plaint was  very  long  and  general  in 
the  fyftem.  And  indeed,  when- 
ever difeafes  depend  upon  a  mobi- 
lity of  the  nervous  powers,  and  an 
irregularity  of  its  motions^  it  may 
be  expected,  that  fuch  a  powerful 
fedative  Qiould  be  of  fervice.  Irs 
dofe  is  from  5  grains  to  30  grains, 
but  may  be  gradually  encrcafed  to 
a  much  larger  dofe,  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  cafe ;  with 
myrrh  it  will  mix  into  a  homogene- 
oi!s  fluid  witli  water.  Vinegar  is 
alfo  faid  to  add  to  its  efficacy,  par- 
ticularly as  a  diaphoretic 

Med.  Vjrt.  Sedative — diaphore- 
tic— diuretic^  and  anti/epiic. 

Prep.  Mijiura  camph.  —  Sps. 
camph.  and  an  ingredient  in  many 
other  compofitions. 

CANCROPvUM  QllELIE  ;  Can- 


cer pagurus  Lin.  Syx.  Nat.  [L.  E.'\ 
Crabs'  claws  ;  the  black  tips  of  the 
claws  of  the  common  fea  crab,  or 
cancer  marir.us. 

CANCRORUM  OCULI  di^i. 
Crabs'  eyes  lb  called  :  ftony  coii- 
Cretions  found  in  the  head,  or  ra- 
ther ftomach,  of  the  cancer  afiacus 
L\n. 

The  only  virtue  of  thefe  fimples 
is  to  abforb  acidities  in  the  primae 
viae. 

Crabs'  eyes  are  faid  by  moft  writ- 
ers on  the  materia  medica  to  be 
frequently  counterfeited  with  to- 
bacco-pipe clay,  or  compofitions  of 
chalk  with  mucilaginous  fubftan-^ 
ces.  This  piece  of  fraud,  if  really 
praftifed,  may  be  very  eafily  dif- 
covered ;  the  counterfeits  wanting 
the  leafy  texture  which  is  obferved 
upon  breaking  the  genuine;  more 
readily  imbibing  water;  adhering 
to  the  tongue ;  and  diffolving  in 
vinegar,  or  the  ftronger  acids  dilut- 
ed with  water,  either  entirely  or  not 
at  all,  or  by  piecemeal  ;  whilft  the 
true  crabs*  eyes,  digefted  in  thefe 
liquors,  become  foft  and  tranfpa- 
rent,  their  original  form  remaining 
the  fame.  This  change  happens, 
becaufe  the  earthy  part,  on  which 
depended  their  opacity  and  hard- 
nefs,  is  diflblved  by  the  gentle  ac- 
tion of  the  acid,  which  leaves  the 
conglutinating  matter  unhurt. 

Med.  Virt.  Abforbent. 

CANELLA  ALBA.  [L.  E.] 

This  is  a  bark  rolled  up  into  long"- 
quills,  thicker  than  cinnamon,  and 
both  outwardly  and  inwardly  of  a 
whitifli  colour,  lightly  inclining  to 
yellow.  It  is  the  produce  of  a  tall 
tree  growing  in  great  plenty  in  the 
low  lands  in  Jamaica,  and  other 
American  iflands,  called  by  fir 
Hans  Sloane  arbor  baccifna  laurifo- 
iia  aromatica,  fruflu  viridi  calyculato 
raccmofo.  The  canella  is  the  inte- 
rior bark,  freed  from  an  outward 
thm  rough  one,  and  dried  in  the 
fliadc.  The  fliopa  diftinguid^  two 
I  3 
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forts  of  canella,  dilTering  from  one 
another  in  h-ngth  and  tbicknefs  of 
the  quills  ;  they  are  both  tiie  b^rk 
of  the  fame  tret,  the  thicker  being 
taken  Irom  the  trunk,  and  the  thin- 
ner from  the  branches.  This  bark 
IS/  a  Warm  pungent  aromatic,  but 
not  of  the  moft  agreeable  kind, 
and  is  chiefly  ufcd  to  correct  aU)ef, 
and  other  hitter  fubjcds.  Till  of 
late  this  has  been  miftaken  for  the 
Cortex  Wir.teranus,  which  fee. 

Med.  ViR  i  .  Aromatic  2Li\AJlimu- 
lant. 

CANNABIS  femen :  Catmabis 
fotiva  Lin.    Hemp;  the  feed. 

This  plant,  when  frefli,  has  a 
rank  narcotic  fmell :  the  water  in 
v'hich  the  llalks  are  foaked,  in  or- 
der to  facilitate  the  feparalion  of 
the  tough  rind  for  mechanic  ufes, 
is  faid  to  be  violently  poifonous, 
and  to  produce  its  cffefts  almoft  as 
foon  asdrnnk.  The  feeds  alfo  have 
fome  fmell  of  the  herb  ;  their  tafte 
is  un£luous  and  f^veetifli  ;  on  ex- 
prelfion  ttiey  yield  a  conhderable 
quantity  of  infipid  oil  :  hence  they 
are  recommended  (boiled  in  milk, 
or  triturated  with  water  into  an  e- 
mul'ion)  againfl  ^coughs,  heat  of 
urifie,  and  the  like.  They  are  alfo 
faid  to  be  ufeful  in  incontine.nce  of 
mine,  and  for  retraining  venereal 
appetites;  but  experience  does  not 
warrant  their  havino;  anv  virtues  ot 
this  kind. 

CANTHARIDES  [Z.  £.]  M,- 
Ua  wficiitorius. — Lin.  S.  N.  Spanifli 
flies.  Thefe  Inft-ifis  are  of  a  Ihining 
green  colour,  intermingled  wiih 
Kiore  or  lefs  of  a  bine  and  a  gold 
yellow.  Thev  are  found  adhering 
to  different  kinds  of  trees  and  herbs, 
in  Spain,  Italy,  and'  France;  the 
largfft  and  moft-  efteemed  come 
£ron>  Italy. 

Cantharides  are  extremely  acri- 
mf.)nio\is  :  applied  to  the  fltin,  tiiey 
firft  inflame,  and  afterwards  exco- 
riate the  parr,  raifmg  a  more  per- 
fciSb  blifter  thsii-  any  of  the  vege- 


table acrids,  and  occafioning  a  more 
plentiful  difcharge  of  forum.  Tlie 
external  application  of  cantharidcs 
is  often  followed  by  a  flranguary, 
accompanied  with  tliirft  and  fe- 
vt.rilh  heat:  this  inconvenience 
may  be  remedied  by  foft  unc- 
tuous or  nmciliiginous  liquors  li- 
berally drank. 

Cantharidcs  taken  internally,  of- 
ten oceafion  a  difcharge  of  blood 
by  u  me,  •uith  exquihie  pain  :  if 
the  dofe  is  conliderable,  they  fecm 
to  inflame  and  exulcerate  the  whole 
intellinal  canal  ;  the  ftools  beconie 
mucous  and  purulent ;  the  breath 
fetid  and  cadaverous  ;  intenfe  pains 
are  felt  in  the  lower  belly  ;  the  pa- 
tient faints,   grows  giddy,  raving 
mad,  and  dies.    All  thefc  terrible 
confequences  have  fomttimes  hap- 
penejl  from  a  few  grains.  Herman 
relates,  that  he  has  known  a  quar- 
ter of  a  grain  inflame  the  kidneys, 
andoccaiion  bloody  urine  with  vio- 
lent pain.   There  are,  ntverthelefs, 
cafes  in  which  this  fliniulating  fly, 
given  in  larger  dofes,  proves  not 
only  fafe,  but  of  (iiigular  efficacy 
for  the  cure  of  difeafes  that  yield 
liitle  to  medicine  of  a  milder  clafs. 
In    cold  phlegmatic  f-tcggUh  habits, 
where  the  <v;fcera  are  overkaJea,  and 
the  kidntys  and  urt  tcrs  obftrvded  with 
thick  vifcid  muruous  2t!atier,  cantha- 
ridcs  have  excellent  e fleets  ;  here 
tiic  abounding  mucus  defends  the 
folids  from  the  acrimony  of  the  fly, 
till  it  is  itfelf  exjjeiled  ;  when  the 
medicine  ought  to  be  difcontinued. 
Groenvelt    employed  cantharidcs 
with  great  fuccefs  in  Jrojfies,  o'bjii- 
nate  lupi.rejjion  of  urine,  IluA  ulcera- 
tions of  the  bladder :    giving  very 
Cunfiderable  dofes  made  into  bo- 
lufes  wiih  camphor  ;  and  interpof- 
ing    large  draughts  of  cnnilfions, 
milk,  or  other  emollient  liqujors  ; 
by  thefe  means  the  excellive  irnta- 
tion,  which  they  would  otherwife 
liave  occafioncd,  was  in  great  mea- 
fiire  prevented.    The  camphor  did 
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not  perhaps  contribute  fo  much  to 
this  etfccl  as  is  generally  imagined  ; 
lince  it  has  no  lenllble  quality  that 
promiiis  any  confiderable  abate- 
njent  of  the  acrimony  of  c^ntha- 
ricies  :  nitre  would  anfwer  all  that 
the  camphor  is  fiippofcd  to  per- 
form :  this,  with  milk,  or  emol- 
lient mucilaginous  liquors,  drunk 
in  large  quantity,  are  the  beft  cor- 
reilors.  Cantharides,  in  very  fmall 
dofes,  may  be  given  with  fafety 
alfo  in  other  cafes.  Dr.  Mead  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  ohfiinate  gltetings 
which  frequently  remain  after  the 
cure  of  venereal  maladies,  and 
which  rarelV  vield  to  balfamic  me- 
dicines,  are  cffedualiy  remedied  by 
cantharides ;  and  that  no  one  re- 
medy is  more  efficacious  in  cutane- 
ous and  leprous  diforders  ;  in  which 
laft,  proper  purgatives  are  to  be 
occafionally  taken  during  tlie 
ufe  of  the  cantharides.  The  befi: 
and  fafeft  preparation  of  cantha- 
rides for  thefe  purpofes,  is  a  fpi- 
rituous  tinflure,  and  indeed  in  all 
cafes,  the  tincture  is  far  preferable, 
for  internal  ufe,  to  the  fly  in  fub- 
liance. 

As  they  are  allowed  to  be  ftimu- 
lants  of  the  genital  organs,  which 
is  their  moff  certain  operation, 
and  as  this  power  may  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  parts  contiguous,  the 
internal  ufe  of  the  tincture  has  been 
recommended  in  diabetes  -  Itucor- 
rhcea  —  amanorrhtea,  &c.  but  the 
medicine  is  to  be  ap[)lied  with 
great  caution;  fmall  dofes  begun 
wi:h,  anc!  gradually  increafed,  and 
if  no  apparent  benefit  [-.refents  itfelf 
by  a  few  dofes,  it  fliouid  not  be  per- 
fifttd  in. 

The  virtues  of  cantharides  are 
extraded  by  reftified  fpirit  of  wine, 
proof  fpirir,  and  water;  but  do  not 
arife  in  diftillation.  The  watery 
and  fpiritousextraftsblifler  as  freely 
as  the  fly  in  fubftancc  ;  whilft  the 
fly  remaining  after  the  feveral  mcn- 
ftrua  have  performed  their  oflSce,  is 


to  the  t^e  infipid,  nnd  does  not 
in  the  leaft  bliiler  or  ii\flame  the 
Ikin. 

Mkd.  ViRT.    Strongly  Jiimulanty 
and  vr/i calory. 

Prep.    Ointments — plajicrs — tinc- 
ture, &;c. 

CjlFFyJRlS  radieis  cortex,  etjo  ■ 
rum  gemntie  :  Cnpparis  fphiof.  Lin. 
Caper  bufli ;  the  bark  of  the  root, 
and  buds  of  the  (lowers. 

This  is  a  low  prickly  bufli,  found 
wild  in  Italy,  and  other  countries; 
it  is  r.iifed  with  us  by  fowing  the 
feeds  upon  old,  walls,  where  they 
take  root  betwixt  the  bricks,  and 
eiuiure  for  many  years. 

The  bark  of  the  root  is  pretty 
thick,  of  an  afli  colour,  with  feve- 
ral tranfverfe  wrinkles  on  the  fur- 
face  :  cut  in  dices  and  laid  to  dry, 
it  rolls  up  into  quiils.  This  bark 
has  a  bitteridi  acrid  tafte;  it  is  rec- 
koned (T^erie'-t  and  diuretic  ;  and  re- 
commended in  feveral  chronic  diforders^ 
for  opening  obflruSlions  of  the  vifcern. 

The  buds,  pickled  with  vinegar, 
&c.  are  ufed  at  table.  They  are 
fupj)ofed  to  excite  appetite,  and  pro- 
mote  digefli.in ;  and  to  be  particularly 
ufeful,  as  detergents  ^.nA  aperients,  in 
ohjir lie! ions  of  the  liver  znd-  fpleen. 
Their  tafte  and  virtues  depend 
more  upon  the  faline  matter  in-  ' 
troduced  into  them,  than  on  tht 
caper  buds. 

CARD  AMINES  FLORES:  Car- 
daminis pratetfis  Lin.  [L.E.'\  Ladies'' 
.fmcck,  or  cuckow  flower.  This  is 
a  plant  in  tafte  refembling  crefs.  It 
has  an  ereifl  ftalk  ;  and  leaves  fet  in 
pairs  on  a  middle  rib,  with  an  odd 
one  at  the  end.  Its  flower  is  white 
or  purplid),  and  is  fucceeded  by  a 
bivalvular  pod.  It  grows  in  plenty 
in  moiil  low  meadows,  and  flowers 
early  in  the  fpring. 

The  virtue  of  theflowersof  ladies, 
fmock,  in  hyfleric  and  epileptic 
cafes,  was  lirfi  noticed  by  Ray  ;  and 
ihcir  ufe  has  been  revived  by  fir 
George  Bakcr^  who  eave  thein  with 
I4 
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fuccefs,  he  fays,  in  fpafmodic 
aftlma,  choienfanfti  Viti,  epilcp- 
fy,  &:c,  in  dofe  of  3j.  to  sj.  of  the 
powder  twice  a  day  ;  reduced  to 
that  ftate  after  bt  ing  properly  dried. 

CARDAMOMf  MINORIS  fe- 
men.  Jlmomum  repens^  Sonncrati  iter. 
LefTer  cardamom.  The  fteds  of 
this  fruit  are  confiderably  flronger 
both  in  fniell  and  tafte  thanthofc  of 
the  cardaminn  majus;  and  hence 
is  the  only  one  now  direfted  in  the 
fliops.  [L.  £.] 

Cardamom  feeds  are  a  very  warm, 
grateful,  pungent  aromatic,  and 
frequently  employed  as  fuch  in 
praft'ce  :  they  are  faid  to  have  this 
advantage,  that  notwithllanding 
their  pungency,  they  do  not,  like 
thofe  of  the  pepper  kind,  immode- 
rately heat  or  inflame  the  bowels. 
Both  water  and  reflified  fpirit  ex- 
traft  their  virtues  by  infufion,  and 
elevate  them  in  difliilation  ;  with 
this  difference,  that  the  tincture 
and  diftiiled  fpirit  are  confiderably 
n^cre  grateful  than  theinfufion  and 
diflilled  water  :  the  watery  infufion 
appears  turbid  and  mucilaginous ; 
the  tinfture  made  in  fpirit,  Ijmpid 
and  tranfparent.  The  hufks  of  the 
feeds,  which  have  very  little  fmell 
or  tafte,  may  be  comniodioufly  fe- 
parated,  by  committing  the  whole 
to  tlie  mortar,  when  the  fred  will 
readilv  pulverife,  fo  as  to  be  freed 
from  the  fliell  by  the  fieve :  this 
Ihould  not  be  done  till  jull  before 
ufing  them;  for  if  kept  without  the 
hu(ks,  they  foon  lofe  much  of  their 
flavour.  — They  are  confidered  as 
warm  cordial  ftomachics,  and  may 
be  taken  in  powder  from  five  to  ten 
grains  or  more. 

Med.  Virt,  Jromatic  and  Simu- 
lant. 

Prep.  ThiHure^mA  an  htgredhrJ 
in  fevirol  officiiud  coinpofitions. 

CARDI AC folia  :  Leonuri  Car- 
diaca  Lin.  Motherwprt ;  the  leaves. 

This  plant  is  c.immon  in  wafte 
-places,  and  found  in  flower  during 


tl;e  greatefl  part  of  the  fumm'er. 
The  leaves  have  a  bitter  talte,  and 
a  pretty  ftrong  fmell ;  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  ufeful  in  hyfleric  difor- 
ders,  to  ftrengthcn  the  flomach,  to 
promote  urine;  and  indeed  it  may 
be  judged  from  their  fmell  and 
tafte,  that  their  medicinal  virtues  are 
confiderable,  though  they  are  now 
rejedcd  both  from  the  London  and 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias. 

CARDLT  BENEDICTI  foUn 
feme.n :    Centanrea    bene il'i Bee  Lin. 
BlcfTed  thiftle;  the  leaves  \_L.  E.'] 

This  is  an  annual  plant,  culti- 
vated in  gardens;  it  tlowers  in  June 
and  July,  and  perfects  its  feeds  in 
the  autumn.  The  herb  fliould  be 
gathered  w  hen  in  flow  er,  dried  in 
the  fliade,  and  kept  in  a  very  dry 
airy  place,  to  prevent  its  rotting  or 
growing  mouldy,  which  it  is  very 
apt  to  do.  The  leaves  have  a  pe- 
netrating bitter  tafte,  net  very 
ftrong,  or  very  durable;  accom- 
panied with  an  ungrateful  flavour, 
from  which  they  are  in  great  mea- 
fiire  freed  by  keejiing.  Water  ex- 
trafts,  in  a  little  time,  even  with- 
o\it  heat,  the  lighter  and  more 
grateful  parts  of  this  plant;  if  the 
digeftion  be  continued  for  fome 
♦  hours,  the  difagreeable  parts  are 
taken  up  \  a  ftrong  decodf  ion  is  very 
naufeous  and  offen five  to  the  fto- 
mach.  Rtftified  fpirit  gains  a  very 
pleafant  bitter  taftc,  which  remains 
uninjured  in  the  extract. 

The  virtues  of  this  i  lar;t  feem  to 
be  little  known  in  the  prefent  prac- 
tice. The  naufeous  decodion  is 
fonietimes  ufed  to  provoke  vomiting  ; 
and  n  Jirong  infujion  to  promote  the 
operation  of  other  emetics.  But  this 
elegant  bitter,  when  freed  from  the 
otfenfive  parts  of  the  herb,  may  be 
advantageouflv  applied  to  other 
purpofes.  I  have  frequently  expe- 
rienced excellent  effefts  from  a  light 
I'jater-y  infujion  cf  cnrduus,  with  frcfli 
lemon,  or  dried  orange  ]5cel,  in  iofs 
of  a^f elite,  where  tlie  ftomach  was 
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injured  by  irregularities.  A jlrovyer 
in/'u/toH  made  in  cold  or  warm  waier, 
if  drunk  freely,  aud  the  patient  kept 
w2kTm,o<caJions  a  plairij'ul  fn'tot^  and 
promoces  all  the  Jecrttims  In  general. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomadiic. 

Pre  p.    In  fufion. 

CARIC^  {L.  £•.]  Figs  ;  the 
dried  fruit  of  the  Ficus  Caiica  Lin. 

The  principal  iile  of  thefe  is  as 
a  foft  emollient  I'weet.  In  this 
intention  they  enter  the  peroral 
decoftion  and  lenitive  eledhiary  of 
the  fnops.  They  are  alfo  efteemed 
hv  fome  as  fiippuratives,  and  hence 
have  a  place  in  the  maturating  ca- 
taplafm. 

Med.  Virt.' £///&//.•£•«/ and  fuppu- 
rative. 

Pe.EP.  Ingredient  ih  DecoSl.  Hard. 
Con-.p  and  Cataplajma  maturans. 

CARUON,  frt/w,  feu  cari,  fe- 
piev. :  Cnrum  Ca)Hi  Lin,  Caraway; 
the  feeds  [L.  £.] 

Caraway  is  an  umbelliferous 
plant,  cultivated  with  us  in  gardens, 
botn  for  culinary  and  medicinal  ufe. 
T!;e  fetds  have  an  aromatic  fmell, 
and  a  warm  pungent  tafte.  Thefe 
are  inthe  number  of  the  four  greater 
hot  feeds ;  and  frequently  employed 
as  a  ftomachic  and  carminative  in 
flatulent  colics,  and  the  like.  They 
contain  a  large  proportion  of  oil, 
and  except  fomc  peculiarity  in 
odour,  neither  their  feeds, 'nor  their 
oil  differ  in  their  virtues  from  thofe 
ofanife. 

Med.  V  IRT.  Aromatic- — Carmina- 
Uve. 

Pit  FP.  EJfential  Oil. 

'  CAP.YOPHYLLUS  AROMA- 
TIC ijS,L/«.  .S>.  PL  [L.  E.]  Clove; 
the  unripe  jiij-vejf.l,  and  its  ejfential 
til. 

Cloves  are  the  flower-cups  (not, 
as  is  generally  luppofed,  the  fruit) 
of  a  t)3y  like  tree,  growing  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.  In  lhape,  they  fome- 
wnat  refemble  a  fliori  thick  nail. 

Cloves  have  a  very  ftrong  agree- 
able aromatii;  fmcll,  a.ad  bit:erifli 
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pungent  taftf,  almoft  burning  tlie 
mouth  and  fauces.  The  Dutch, 
from  whom  we  have  this  fpice, 
frequently  mix  it  with  cloves  which 
have  b(en  robbed  of  their  oil : 
tlufe,  though  in  time  tlicy  regain 
from  the  others  a confidcrable  (liare 
both  of  tafle  and  finell,  are  eafily 
diilinguifhable  by  their  weaker  fla- 
vour and  lighter  colour.  Cloves, 
confidered  as  medicines,  are  very  ■ 
hot  fiimulating  aromatics,  and  pof- 
fefs,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  ge-  ■ 
ncral  virtues  of  fubflances  of  this 
clafs.  Though  they  are  feldom 
ufed  but  as  correftors  to  officinal 
compofitions,  they  may  be  given 
in  infufion,  in  the  proportion  of  two 
drams  of  cloves  to  half  a  pint  of 
boiling  water;  of  which  3  or  4 
fpoonfuls  may  be  given  at  a  dofe, 
in  flatulent  complaints,  in  dyfpepfy, 
and  as  a  vehicle  to  other  medicines. 

M£D.  Virt.  Aromatic — Stimu^- 
lant. 

Prep.  EJfential  oil. 

CARYOPHYLL^  RUBR^  : 
Flores.  Dianthi  caryophylli  Lin.  Clove 
July  flowers  [L.  £.]  : 

A  great  variety  of  thefe  flowers 
are  met  with  in  ourgardens.  Thofe 
made  ufe  of  in  medicine  ought  to 
be  of  a  deep  crimfon  colour,  and 
a  pleafant  aromatic  fmell,  fome- 
what  like  that  of  cloves :  many 
for:s  have  fcarce  any  fmell -at  all. 
The  caryopbylla  rubra  are  faid  to  be 
cardiac  and  alexipliarmic.  At  pre- 
fent  the  flowers  are  chiefly  valued 
for  their  plcaf  mt  flavour,  which  is 
entirely  loft  even  bv  light  coition  ; 
he  ncc  the  college  diredl  the  fyrup, 
which  is  the  only  officinal  prepa- 
ration of  them,  to  be  made  by  in- 
fufion ;  — 

C^R  YOPI-I  YLLATyE  radix 
Gei  uriani  Lin.   Avens,   or  herb 
benct ;  the  root. 

Avens  is  a  rough  plant  found  wild 
in  wood.s  and  hedges.  The  root 
has  a  warm,  bittcrifl),  aftringent 
tafle,  and  a  pleafant  fmell,  fome- 
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v  fmt  of  the  tlovtr  kind,  efpecially 
_m  the  fpring,  ami  when  produced 
in  dry  warm  foilh.  Parkiiifoii  ob- 
Itrves,  that  in  thi-  growth  of  moid 
foils  it  has  nothing  of  this  flavour. 
This-  root  has  been  employed  as  a 
JiamntcJiicy  and  for  lirengthcving  the 
tone  of  the  vifcern  in  general ;  it  is 
ftill  in  fome  tftecmin  foreign  coun- 
tries, though  not  taken  norice  of 
among  us.  Jt  yields,  on  diftillation, 
an  elegant  odoriferous  tfTential  oil, 
whieh  concretes  into  a  flaky  form. 

This  root  is  confiderably  aftrin- 
gent,  and  has  fome  aroma,  when 
it  has  been  recently  raifed  in  the 
fpring  feafon,  and  upon  dry  foil. 

Some  foreign  phyficiaiis  have 
fpoken  highly  in  its  favour  againft 
intermittents :  but  on  repeated  trials 
it  has  been  found  inadequate  to  the 
Peruvian  bark. 

.Med.  Virt.  Ajlrvigsnt — Arvma- 
tic... 

Prep.  Effimial  Oil. 

CASIA"  FISTULARIS,  CaJ/Ia 
fiftula  Sp.  Plant.  [L.  £.]  Caffla  of 
the  -cane,  fnt  fruit  of  an  Oriental 
tree,  refembjjng.  the  walnut. 

This  fruit  is  a  cylindrical  pod, 
fcarce  an  inch  in  diameter,  a  foot 
or  more  in  length  :  the  outfide  is 
al  hard  brown  bjrk  ;  the  infide  is 
divided  bv  thin  trxnfverfe  woody 
plates,  covered  with  a  fofc  black 
pulp,  of  a  fweetifh  tatte,  with  fome 
degree  oi  acrimony,  Th^re  are 
two  forts  of  this  drug  in  the  fhops; 
one  brought  from  the  Eaii-^Indies, 
the  other  from  th*  Weft :  the  canes 
or  pods  of  the  latter  are  generally 
large,  rough,  thick- rinded,  and  the 
pulp  naiufcous  ;  thofe  of  the  for- 
mer are  kfs,  fmoother,  the  pulp 
blacker,  and  of  a  fweeter  talte  ; 
this  fort  h  preferred  Ho  the  other. 
Such  pods  fiiould  be  chofen  as  are 
weighty,  new,  and  do  nx>t  make  a 
ilaiftlirtg  noife  (from'  the  feeds  being 
feofc  wi*thin  them)  when  fliaken. 
The  ptilp  (hould  be  of  a  bright 
flaining  black  cofour,  and  a  fweet 


tafle,  not  harfli  (which  happens 
from  the  fruit  being  gathcrtd  before 
it  ib  grown  fully  ripe)  or  fourifli 
(which  it  is  apt  to  turn  upon  keep- 
ing). It  fliould  neither  be  too  dry, 
nor  too  moift,  uor  at  all  mouldy, 
which,  from  its  being  kept  in  damp 
cellars,  or  moiftened,  in  order  to 
increafe  its  weight,  it  is  very  fub- 
jeft  to  be.  (Jreateil  part  of  the  pulp 
dilTolves  both  in  water  and  in  rec- 
tified fpirit;  and  may  be  extraftcd 
from  the  car.e  by  either,  Thefliops 
employ  water,  boiling  the  bruifcd 
pod  therein,  draining,  and  after- 
wards evaporating  the  folution  to 
a  due  confifteiice. 

The  pulp  of  calia  is  a  gentle  I(ix- 
ative  meJicifie,  and  frequently  given, 
in  a  dofe  of  fome  drams,  in  coftive 
habits.  Some  direft  a  dofe  of  two 
ounces  or  more  as  a  cathartic,  in 
ivfla/rmatory  cafts,  where  tfie  more 
acrid  purgatives  have  no  place:  but 
in  thcfe  large  quantities  it  general- 
ly naufeates  the  ftomach,  produces 
flatulencies,  and  fometimes  grioings 
of  the  bowels,  efpeciallv  if  the  cafia 
is  not  of  a  yiry  good  kind  ;  thefe 
effc6ls  may  be  ^'fcvented  by  the  ad- 
dition of  aromatics,  and  exhibiting 
it  in  a  liquid  form.  Geoftroy  favs, 
it  does  excellent  fervice  in  the  paiti'- 
fal  tctifion  of  the  belly,  which  fame- 
times  follows  the  imprudent  ufe  of 
antimoniiils ;  and  that  it  may  be  ad- 
vantageoufly  acuated  with  the  more 
acrid  purgatives,  or  antinionial  e- 
nictics,  or  einployed  to  abate  their 
force.  Vallifnieri  relates,  that  the 
purgative  virtue  of  this  medicine  is  re- 
markably  promoted  by  manna  ;  that  a 
mixture  of  four  drams  of  cafia,  and 
two  of  manna,  purges  as  much  as 
twelve  drams  of  cafia,  or  thirty- 
two  of  manna  alone.  Sennertus 
obferves,  that  the  urine  is  apt  to  be 
turned  of  a  sreen  colour  by  the  ufe 
of  cafia  ;  and  fometimes,  where  a 
large  quantity  has  been  taken, 
blackifli.  So  little  opinion  h::d  Dr. 
Culica-of  the  efficacy  of  thi»  drug 
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from  repeated  trials,  tlint  he  confi- 
liets  the  pulp  of  prunes  to  polfefs 
fupcriur  power,  ami  tliererore  thinks 
it  might  verv  pro^jcriy  be  omitted  in 
the  officinal  compofitions,  wherein 
it  is  now  died. 

jMeu.  Virt.  a  fount. 

Prep.    Eleduary  —  Ingredient  in 
anotluy  ElcHuary. 

CASIA  LIGNEA:  the  bark  of 
an  Indian  tree.    Laurus  Cajjia  Lin. 

Tliis  bark,  in  appearance  and 
aroiTiatic  flavonr,  approaches  to 
cinnamon;  from  which  it  is  eafiiy 
dirtingiiiflvabie  by  its  remarkable 
vjfcidity  :  chewed,  it  feems  to  dif- 
folve  iu  ti  e  mouth  into  a  flsmy  fub- 
ftancc ;  boiled  in  water,  it  gives  a 
frrong  n;nci!age,  the  aromatic  part 
e\h:;liii;^;  the  u-arer  obtained  by 
diftiilatfon,  ur.lefs  drawn  with  great 
cire,  has  aiiiunpleafant  fmell,  fome- 
whai  of  the  empyreiimatic  kind  : 
neverthelefs  the  difliUed  oil  proves 
nearly  of  the  fnme  quality  with  that 
of  cinnamon.  Caflia  poflelTes  the 
aromatic  virtues  of  cinnamon  ;  but 
in  an  inferior  degree ;  and  its  effe(5ts 
are.lefs  durable,  its  glutinous  qua- 
Ulv  renders  it  nfeful  in  fome  cafes 
wfiere  timple  aromatics  are  lefs  pro- 
per. 

Med.  \  I  r  t  ,  Aromatic. 

CASTOREUM  [L.  £.]  Cajlor 
liber  Lin.  C^or, 

Caftor  appears  to  be  a  peculiar 
fetty  fubftance,  depofited  in  the 
cells,  or  bags,  fituated  near  the 
rc;tjm>  in  the  beaver,  a  .  four- 
footed  amphibious  animal,  frequent 
id  feveral  parts  of  Europe  and  Ame- 
rita.  The  beft  come.^  from  Ruffia  : 
tf.ii  is  in  large  round  hard  cods, 
which  appear,  when  cut,  full  of  a 
brittle  red  iivcr-coloured  fubftance, 
ir.terfpcrfed  with  membranes  and 
fibres  cxquifiteiy  interwoven.  An 
inferior  fort  is  bronght  from  Dant- 
zick  ;  this  is  gcncpally  fat  and  moift. 
The  woif)  «f  all  is  thai  tif  New 


England,  which  is  in  longifli  thia  " 

cods. 

Rudia  caftor  has  a  ftrong  dif. 
agreeibie  fmcil,  and  an  acrid,  bit- 
ing, bittei'ifli,  naufeous  tafte.  Water 
cxtrafts  the  naufeous  part,  with  lit- 
tle of  the  finer  bitter;  re<ftified  fpi- 
rit  extradls  this  laft,  without  mirch 
of  the  naufeous  ;  proof  fpirit,  both  ; 
water  elevates  the  whole  of  its  fla-  ' 
vour  in  diftillation  ;  redi&ed  fpirit 
brings  over  nothing. 

Caftor  is  looked  upOTi  as  one  of  ^ 
the  capital  nervine  and  aritihyjielric 
meditifies ;  lome  celebrated  prafti— 
tioners  have  hfeverthele'rs  doubted 
its  virtues;  and  Neamann  and  Stahl- 
declare  it  infignificant.  Experi- 
ence, however,  has  fliown,  that  tlhe 
virtues  of  caftor  are  confiderabltf, 
though  they  are  certainly  far.  lefs 
than  they  have  been  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  be.    Dr.  Cullen  fays  that' 
on  many  occafions  it  is  a  poiverful 
aiitiffafmodic,  in  dofes  from  ten  tOi 
thirty  grains;    though  he  allows 
not  of  the  narcotic  power  attributed 
to  it.    The  medicinal  virtues,  he 
thinks,  are  beft  extraded  by  fpirit  of 
wine,  as  this  probably  extrafts  moft 
powerfully  the  odoriferous  oil  upon 
which  the  medical  quality  is  thought 
to  depend.  The  Edinburgh  college 
are  of  this  opinion,  but  the  London 
orders  proof  fpirits.  Either  of  thenrr 
may  be  given  as  a  medicine  to  be 
fuddenly  diffufed ;  but  he  prefers  the 
compound  tindlure  of  caftor  of  the 
Edinburgh  Difpenfatory  for  the  at- 
taining this  purpofe. 

M  E D .  V I R T .  Nervine  and  aHii-i 
fpafmodic . 

Prep.  P(ywdi.r —  TinSture  —  Com>- 
pound  Tinflure. 

CASUMUNJR. 

This  is  a  tuberous  root,  an  uvch 
or  more  in  thicknefs,  marked  on 
the  fnrface  with  circles  or  joints 
like  galangal,  of  a  brownifti  or  afli 
colour  on  the  outfide,  and  dii/ky 
yciJowilb   within ;   it  is  brouelu 
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from  the  Eaft-Indies,  cut  into  tranf-  and  in  dmppes.  The  chief  medt- 
verfc  flices  :  what  kind  of  pbnt  it  cinal  ufe  of  onions  in  the  prefent 
ptoduccs,  is  not  known.  practice  is  in  external  applications, 

C.afumiinar  has  a  warm  bitterifli  as  a  cataplafm  for  fuppurating  tu- 
tafte,  and  an  aromatic  fmell,  fome-  moiirsr.  When  boiled  and  taken  as 
what  reiembling  that  of  ginger,  food,  both  from  their  fweetnefs,  and 
It  has  been  celebrated  in  liyjleric  the  mucilage  with  which  thev 
cafes,  ejyihpfm,  paljies,  lofs  of  me-  abound,  they  are  confidered  to  afford 
viory,  and  other  iiifoniers.  The  pre-  coiifiderable  nourifhment. 
fent  praftice  fometirnes  employ  it  Med.  Vjrt.  Attenuating — diure- 
as  a  Jhmachic  and  carminative,  but  tic. 

-it  is  not  fo  much  ufcd  or  known  as       CERA  FLAVA  [Z,.  £.]  Yellow 
it  deferves  to  be.  bees'  wax. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic  —  Car-  This  is  a  folid  concrete,  obtained 
minative.  from  the  honeycombs  after  the  ho- 

CENTAURII  MINORIS fum-  ney  is  taken,  by  heating  and  preff- 
TTtitates  t-  Centian^e  Centaiirei  Lin.  ing  them  betwixt  iron  plates.  The 
Leffer  centaury  ;  the  tops  [L.  £.]      beft  fort  is  of  a  lively  yellow  colour, 

This  grows  wild  in  many  parts  and  an  agreeable  fmell,  fomew/iat 
of  England,  in  dry  paflure  grounds,  like  that  of  honey  ;  when  new,  it  is 
and  amongft  corn.  The  tops  are  toughifli,  yet  eafy  to  break  ;  by  age 
an  ufefiil  aperient  bitter:  the  Edin-  it  becomes  harder  and  more  brittle, 
burgh  Pharmacopffiia  direfts  an  ex-  it  lofes  its  fine  colour,  and  in  great 
tiaft  to  be  prepared  from  them,  and  meafure  its  fmell. 
employs  them  as  an  ingredient  in  CERA  ALBA  [L.  £•]  White 
the  bitter  infufion  and  flomachic  wax  is  prepared  from  the  yellow, 
tincSture.  It  pofTeffes  all  the  virtues  by  reducing  it  into  thin  flakes,  and 
of  gentian,  and  therefore  the  extraft  exponng  it  for  a  length  of  time  to 
is  preferred  to  that  of  gentian,  as  the  air  ;  when  fufficiently  bleached, 
being  cheaper.  it  is  melted,  and  caft  into  cakes. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic.  The  bed  fort  is  of  a  clear  and  al- 

Pb.ep.  Extrail — Tindlnre  —  In-  moft  tranfparent  whitenefs,  and  of 
fujion.  a  light  agreeable  fmell  like  that  of 

CEP  J:  Mlium  Cepa  Lin,  radix,    the  yellow  wax,  but  much  weaker. 
Onions  :  the  root.  The  chief  medicinal  ufe  of  wax  is 

Onions  differ  from  other  bulbous-   in  cerates,  plafiers,  unguents.  Sec- 
rooted    plants,    in  having   fingle   as  an  emollient  for  promoting  fup- 
roots,  or  Cuch  as  cannot  be  parted    puiation,  &c.  It  rtadily  unites  with 
fo  as  to  increafe  the  plant.     Thefe    oils  and  animal  fats,  but  not  with 
roots  are  confidered  rather  as  arti-    watery  or  fpiriiuous  liquors.    It  is 
c!es  of  food   than   of  medicine  :    given  alfo  internally  in  diarrhoeas, 
when  eaten  libcally,  they  produce   dyfenteries,  &c.  either  mixed  with 
flatulencies,  occafion  thirft,  head-   oily  fubftances,  or  divided  by  earthy 
achs  and  turbulent  dreams  :  in  cold  powders. 
fhlegmatic  habits,  -where  vi/cid  mu-    ,   Med.  Virt.  Emollient, 
cus  abounds,  they  douhthfs  have  their    ,  Prep.  Ingredients  in  many  plajlert 
vfe;  as  by  their  ftimulating  quality    and  ointments,  and  fome  baljams. 
thev  tend  to  excite  appetite,  attenuate       CERASA  :   Primus  cerafus  Lin. 
thick  juices,  and  promote  thar  expul-  folia  —  fniStis  —  gummi.  Th© 
fon;  by  fome  they  are  Itrongly  re-    cherry  —  leaves  —  fruit — and  gum. 
commejided  in  fupprcfftons  of  urine ^      The  fweet  cherry  with- a  black 
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juice;  the  plci^fantly  fourifh  cherry, 
with  a  colourlcfs  juice;  and  the 
verv  four  clierry,  with  a  blood-red 
juice;  commonly  called  black,  red, 
and  morello  cherries. 

Thele  fruits,  efpecially  the  acid 
forts,  arc  very  ufeful  and  agreeable 
coolers  and  quenchers  of  titirji;  and 
are  foinetimes  diredcd  in  this  in- 
tention, in  liot  bilious,  or  fchrilc  dif- 
ttmpers.  Boerhaave  was  extremely 
fond  of  ihefe  and  the  other  fruits 
called  liorxi,  as  aperients  in  fome 
chronic  cafes  ;  and  declares  himfelf 
perfuaded,  that  there  is  no  kind  of 
obftrncftion  of  tlie  vifcera  capable 
of  being  removed  by  medicine, 
which  will  not  yield  to  the  conti- 
nued ufe  of  thcfe.  Thefe  are  fel- 
dom  ufed  as  a  medicine;  the  gum 
of  the  cherry  tree  is  a  pretty  pure 
vegetable  mucilage,  nearly  approach- 
ing to  gum  arable.  A  water  ufed 
to  be  extracted  from  black  cherries 
and  their  bruifed  kernels ;  but  as 
the  kernels  do  certainly  contain  a 
like  matter  with  the  lauro-cerafus  ; 
and  from  them  by  certain  manage- 
ment a  very  powerful  poifon  can 
be  obtained,  this  water  is  now  re- 
jefted. 

M  ED .  V 1 R  T.  Refrigerating — t  h  e 
GtJM — Similar  to  that  of  Gum  Ara- 
bic. 

CH.EREFOLII  folia:  Scan- 
dicis  Charefolii  Lin.  Chervil ;  the 
leaves. 

This  is  a  low  annual  plant  fome- 
what  like  parfley,  commonly  culti- 
vated in  gardens  for  culinary  pur- 
pofes.  This  plant  is  grateful  .both 
to  the  palate  and  ftomach,  gently 
aperient  and  diuretic.  GeofFrov  aC- 
fijres  us,  that  he  has  found  it  from 
experience  to  be  of  excellent  fcrvice 
■in  dropjies  :  that,  in  this  diforder,  it 
primates  the  dijcharge  of  urine  when 
fupprefled;  renders  it  clear,  vjhen 
feculent  and  turbid;  and  vjhen  high- 
and fier^,  of  a  paler  coUur  ;  that  it 
act"!  milJly  without  irritation,  and 
tends  raUnr  to  all aj  than  excite  injlBtn^ 


Kiaticn.  He  goes  fo  far  as  to  fay, 
th.it  dropfies  which  do  not  yield  to 
this  medicine,  are  fcarce  capable 
of  being  cured  by  any  other.  He- 
direcls  the  juice  to  be  given  in  a 
dofe  of  three  or  four  ounces  every 
fourth  hour,  and  continued  for 
fome  time,  eithtr  alone,  or  in  con- 
junftion  with  nitre  and  fyrup  of  the 
five  opening  roots. 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient  and  diure^ 
tic. 

CHAMjEDRYOS  fo  Ua,  TeUcrii 
Cliamadryos  Lin.  Ge«'raander;  the 
leaves  and  tops  with  the  feed.  , 

This  is  a  low  ihrubby  plant,  cul- 
tivated in  gardens.  The  leaves, 
tops,  and  feeds,  have  a  bitter  tafte, 
with  fome  degree  of  aftringency  and 
aromatic  flavour.  They  are  recom- 
mended as  fudorific,  diuretic,  and 
emmenagogue,  and  for  flrengthening 
the  fomach  and  vifcera  in  general. 
With  fome  thev  have  been  in  great 
elleem  in  intermittent  fevers ;  as  alfo 
in  Jcropkulous  and  other  chronic  dif- 
ordcrs.  It  has  been  celebrated  witlx 
the  chamn^pitys  for  its  antarthritic 
virtue.-:,  both  of  which  make  a  part 
in  the  Portland  powder :  but  they 
are  not  now  thought  to  have  any 
confiderable  elEcacy. 

Med,  Virt.  Sudor  if c  —  diuretic. 
&c. 

CHAM/EMELI  folia,  fores'.- 
Anthrmisnobilis  Lin.  Single-flowcred 
chamomile  [L.  £.] 

Thefc  have  a  llrong  not  ungrate- 
ful aromatic  fmell,  and  a  very  bitter 
naufeous  tafte;  They  are  account- 
ed carminative,  aperient,  emollient, 
and  in  fome  meafure  anodyne  :  and 
ftand  recommended  in  fatukfit  co- 
lics, for  promoting  the  uterine  purga- 
tions, in  fpafmodic  fains,  and  the 
pains  of  child-bed  women  :  fometimes 
they  have  been  employed'  in  inter- 
mittent fevers,  and  the  nephritis. 
Thefe  flowers  are  frequendv  alfo 
ufed  externally  in  difciitiait  and  an- 
tifeptic fomentations,  and  in  emollient 
glifers.    They  have  been  employed 
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with  fuccefs  in  u/termi/tcn/s,  in  pow- 
der in  doCes  of  from  ^fs.  (o  a  ^j. 
between  the  fits  :  but  then  it  flioiild 
be  joined  witli  an  opiate,  or  allriii- 
genr,  otherwife  it  is  apt  to  run  oft' 
by  the  bowels.  The  flowers  are 
Confidered  as  a  good Jlonachic,  and 
have  been  ufcful  in  pains  of  the 
ftomach,  taken  in  infuiion  warm,  in 
dofes  of  about  four  or  fix  ounces 
twice  a  day  ;  for  in  this  flate  it  has 
bfen  obfervcd  to  be  more  efficaci- 
ous than  when  cold. 

Mku.   Vikt.    Stomachic —  Cnr-' 
tninativc. 
Prep.  Infufion-ExtrnH-EJcnt.  Oil. 

CHAMyEMELUM  pre  multi- 
plici  C.  B.  Double-flowered  cha- 
momile ;  the  flowers. 

Tliefe  differ  from  the  foregoing 
in  having  feveral  rows  of  the  white 
petala  fet  thick  together  about  the 
middle  difk,  which  is  much  fmaller. 
In  this  difk  the  medicinal  qualities 
of  the  flower  chiefly  refide.  The 
virtues  of  thefe  are  precifely  the 
fame  as  thofe  of  the  former,  but 
they  arc  confidered  the  firongeft  : 
and  if  any  regard  is  to  be  h.id  to  the 
eflential  oil,  thefe  flowers  afford  the 
greateft  quantitv. 

CHJM^PITYOS  folic,  Tcucrii 
Chatnapityos,  Lin.  Ground  pine  ; 
the  leaves. 

This  is  a  low  hairy  plant,  clam- 
my to  the  touch,  and  of  a  ftrong 
aromatic  refinous  fmell,  and  a  bit- 
ter roiighifh  talk.  It  is  recom- 
mended as  an  aperient  ^nd  vulnerary, 
as  alfo  in  gouty  and  rheumatic 
pains.  Indeed  it  is  faid  to  have  the 
fame  properties  as  the  chamaedrys. 

CHELIDONIIMAJORIS,  Li». 
folia,  radix.  Celandine;  the  herb 
and  root. 

This  plant  grows  upon  old  walls, 
among  rubbifli,  and  in  wafte  fliady 
places,  The  herb  is  of  a  blueifli 
green  colour ;  the  root  of  a  deep 
red  ;  both  contain  a  gold  coloured 
juice;  their  fmell  is  difagreeable; 
the  tafte  fomewhat  bitteriih,  very 


acrid,  l)iiing  and  l)urning  the 
mouth  :  the  root  is  the  moft  acrid. 
Juice  of  celandine  has  long  been 
celebrated  in  dforders  if  the  eyes  ; 
but  it  is  greatly  too  fliarp,  unlefs 
plentifully  diluted,  to  be  applied 
with  fii/'efy  to  that  tender  organ. 
It  has  been  fometimes  ufed,  and  it 
is  faid  with  good  fuccefs,  for  cxiir- 
pating  warts,  clenii/ing  old  ulcers.  ^nc\ 
in  calaplnfms  for  the  herpes  miliaris. 
This  acrimonious  plant  is  rarely 
given  internallv  ;  the  virtues  attri- 
buted to  it  art  thofe  of  a  fiimulat'ng 
aperient,  diuretic,  and  fudorific :  it 
is  particula'ly  recommended  in  the 
Jloio  kind  oj  jaundice,  vjhere  there  are 
no Jyr/iptoms  of  inf  animation,  and  in 
dropfies ;  fome  fuppofe  the  root  to 
have  been  Helmont's  fpecific  in  the 
hydrops  afcitcs.  Half  a  dram  or  a 
dram  of  the  dry  root  is  dircftcd  for 
a  dofe  ;  or  an  infufion  in  wine  of 
an  ounce  of  the  frefli  root. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulating — Diu- 
retic—  Sudsrifc. 

Prep.  InfuJ.on  —  dried  root  pvsj- 
dcrcd. 

CHINjE  radix.  China  root. 
There  are  two  forts  of  this  root 
in  t!ie  fl)ops,  one  brought  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  (Smilax  China  Lin.) 
the  other  from  the  Weft,  (Smilax 
Pfeudo- China  Lin.)  They  arc  both 
longifli,  full  of  joints,  of  a  pale 
reddifh  colour,  of  no  fmell,  and 
very  little  talle  :  the  oriental,  which 
is  the  more  efleemed,  is  confider- 
ably  harder  and  paler-coloured  than 
the  other.  Such  fliould  be  chofen 
as  is  frefh,  clofe,  heavy,  and  upon 
being  chewed  appears  full  of  a  fat 
uniShious  juice.  China  root  was 
either  unknown  or  difregarded  by 
the  ancient  phyficians.  It  was  firft 
introduced  into  Europe  about  the 
year  1535,  with  the  chara^J^er  of  a 
fpecific  againfi  venereal  and  cutaneous 
diforders,  and,  as  fuch,  was  madeufe 
of  for  fome  time,  but  at  length 
gave  place  to  medicines  of  a  more 
powerful  kind.  It  isgeneially  fop- 
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pofed  to  promote  hijlii/ok  perfi'i- 
ration  and  tlit:  ui  inary  Jifckarge  ;  and 
bv  its  unctuous  quality  io  obtund 
acrimonious  juicts. 

Med.  ViRT.  Diaphoretic  —  Di- 
uretic. 

CICHOREI  fvlia,  raJix  :  Ci- 
ckorii  Intybi  Lin.  Wild  iuccory  ; 
the  roots  ami  herb. 

The  rOot  has  a  moderately  bitter 
tafte,  with  feme  degree  of  rough- 
nefs ;  th*  leaves  aie  lomewhat  Icfs 
bitter;  the  roots,  italks,  and  leaves 
yield,  on  being  wounded,  a  milky 
faponaceous  juice.  By  culture  this 
plant  lofes  its  green  colour  and  its 
bitterueis,  and  in  tliis  iiate  is  em- 
pioyed  in  lalads:  the  darker  co- 
loured, and  more  deeply  jagged 
the  leaves,  the  bitterer  is  their  talle. 
Wild  fuccory  is  an  uffful  detergent, 
aperient,  and  attenuating  medicine, 
acting  without  much  irritation, 
tending  rather  to  cool  than  to  heat  the 
bod'i,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  corro- 
borating the  tone  of  the  hit e [lines.  The 
juice  taken  in  large  quantities,  fo 
as  to  keep  up  a  gentle  diarrhoea, 
and  continued  for  fome  weeks,  has 
been  found  to  produce  excellent 
effects  in  fcorbuticand  other  chro- 
nical diforders. 

Med.  Virt.  Laxative  —  Anti- 
fccrlutic. 

ClCUTJE/olia:  Con  a  maculati' 
Lin.  Hemlock;  the  leaves,  flower, 
and  feed  [L.  £.] 

As  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
be  perfectly  acquainted  with  this 
vegetable  fubftance,  being  the  mild- 
eft  of  the  hemlocks,  the  following 
defcription  has  been  given  in  order 
to  diftinguifli  it  from  the  reft  ;  and 
from  other  plants  alfo  to  which- it 
is  fimilar  in  appearance. 

The  LEAVES  a.^e  large,  with  a 
hollow  round  rib;  of  a  dark  or 
blacktfli  green  colour  on  the  up- 
per fide,  and  of  a  whitifli  green 
und?rnnth;  fcparared  into  a  num- 
ber fm-aii  oblong,  fomewliat 
ovar  fegments,   w^ich   ftand  in 


pairs  :  tliefe  fegmcnts  arc  again 
deeply  cut,  but  not  quite  tlivided 
on  botii  full's ;  and  many  of  thefe 
ultimate  fcctions  have  one  or  two 
(lighter  indentions.  The  flowers 
confift  of  five  white  pointed  petals. 
The  feeds  arc  flat  on  one  (ide,  on 
the  other  conve.t,  and  rendere.l 
unequal  by  five  elevated  itria-. 
Thefe  Itria;  are  elegantly  indented 
like  a  faw,  and  this  laft  is  a  moft 
certain  chnraifteriftic.  The  whole 
plant  is  fo  iiewhat  Imooth. 

The  ROOT  is  biennial,  white, 
the  thicknefs  of  a  finger,  often 
branched  :  the  firft  year  only  pro- 
ducing leaves,  wlien  it  yields,  on 
being  cut,  a  milky  liquor  ;  the  fc- 
cond  year,  when  it  has  ftaiks,  it  is 
almoft  juicelefs. 

The  llalk,  which  rifes  feveral 
feet  high,  is  as  thick  as  the  finger, 
round,  hollow,  with  impervious 
knots,  gieenifli,  and  having  com- 
monly l()ots  of  a  deep  red,  varie- 
gated irregularly  with  white  ilreaks, 
nnd  fpots  of  a  red  or  blackifli  pur- 
ple. 

The  leaves,  ftaiks,  and  flowers, 
have  a  peculiar  foetid  fmeil,  like 
mice,  which  at  fome  times  is  in 
the  higheft  degree  ;  at  others  fo 
little,  even  in  the  fame  plant,  as 
fcarcely  to  be  perceptible,  unlefs 
when  rubbed  between  the  finoers. 
The  hemlock,  though  genuine, 
which  has  not  this  fmoll,  nuift  not 
be  taken,  as  being  lefs  cincacious. 
This  plant  is  common  about  the 
fides  of  fields,  under  hedges,  and 
in  moift  fliady  places,  and  flowers 
in  June  and  July.  Hemlock  is 
fometimes  applied  externally  as  a 
difcutient.  With  regard  to  its  vir- 
tue when  taken  internally,  it  has 
lieen  generally  accounted  poifon- 
ous,  which  it  doubtlefs  is,  in  a 
high  degree,  when  ufed  in  any 
confiderablc  quantily.  But  Dr. 
Stoerck  has  found,  tii.it  in  certain 
fmall  dofes  it  may  be  taken  with 
great  fafcty,  and  that,  without  at 
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all  difordering  the  conflitntion,  or 
even  producing  any  fenfible  ope- 
ration, it  fometimcs  proves  a  pow- 
erful refolvent  in  many  obftinate 
difordcrs.  It  is  iifed  with  advan- 
tage in  fcrophuioiis  rumors  ;  in 
foul  as  well  as  fcrophuioiis  and  ve- 
nereal ulcers,  both  internally  and 
externally;  infcabies;  phtiiifis  ; 
rheumatifm,  &c.  &c.  See  Succus 
ctcutiv  fpijjatus, 

Med.  Virt.  Rejolveiit  and  alte- 
rant. 

Prep.  Po-j^dn  and  Extra fl. 

CINARA  :  Cittara  Scvlyinus  Lin. 
S.  p.  Artichoke;  the  leaves  \_L.  E.] 

This  plant  is  too  well  known  to 
need  any  defcription.  The  ex- 
prefTed  bitter  juice  of  the  leaves, 
not  depurated,  or  only  freed  from 
the  grolfer  feculencies  by  preliing 
it  through  a  coarfe  drainer,  is 
mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
•white  wine,  and  three  or  four  ta- 
ble fpoonfuls  of  this  mixture  given 
night  and  morning,  as  a  diuretic, 
in  fome  dropfical  cafes,  or  as  a 
deobftiuent  in  jaundice.  In  a 
larger  dofe,  it  is  a  rtrong  purgative. 
For  thefe  purpofes  fometimes  an 
infufion  of  the  leaves  is  ufed  :  but 
this  mode  of  adminiftraiion  is  more 
uncertain. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic. 

Prep.  Exprcfai juice — Infufion. 

CINCHONA  CORTEX:  Cin- 
chonie  officinalis  Lin.  S,  P.  [Z,.  E  ] 

This  is  a  fpecies  of  the  Jefuits' 
bark,  the  prodr.ft  of  Jamaica  and 
the  Caribbee  iflands.  This  tree, 
called  by  the  natives  the  fea-fide 
beech,  grows  to  the  height  of  from 
twenty  to  forty  feet.  The  outer 
bark  of  thefe  trees  is  white,  fur- 
rowed, and  very  thick.  This  is  in- 
ert, and  may  be  knocked  off  from 
the  inner,  vrhich  is  of  a  dark  brown 
colour.  Its  flavour  is  at  firft  fweet, 
with  a  mixture  of  the  tafte  of  horfe- 
radiih  and  of  theeaftern  aromatics  ; 
but  when  fwallowed,  it  has  that  very 
bitternefs  and  aftringency  which 


charafterlfe  the  Peruvian  bark.  It 
yielus  its  virtues  both  to  coid  and 
warm  water;  and  a  decodion  of 
half  an  ounce  of  it,  boiled  in  a 
quart  of  water  to  the  confumption 
of  a  pint,  proved  as  ftrong  as  a 
decoftion  of  an  ounce  and  an  half 
of  the  true  bark.  With  the  addi- 
tion of  orange  peel  it  makes  an 
elegant  and  grateful  bitter  tinflnre. 
It  has  been  given  in  London  in  an 
intermiitent,  and  eftccted  a  cure 
as  conipletelv  as  the  Peruvian 
bark. 

i\lED.  Virt.  Rffohcnt  and  a.'/e- 
rant. 

Prep.  Powder  ^xx'X  ExtrnH. 

CINERES RUSSICT:  C.increscla- 
vcllali  ;  Kali  impunimt  Pot-afli ;  and 
pearl-afli ;  Ruflian  pot-afli  [L.  £.] 

Pot-afli  is  an  impure  alkaline  fait, 
produced  from  vegetable  matters 
by  burning.  The  ftrongeft  is 
brought  from  Rufiia,  in  dark  co- 
loured very  hard  mafles,  which  do 
not  foon  deliquate  in  the  air,  like 
the  purer  alkaline  falts.  This  fort 
is  faid  to  be  prepared  by  burning 
wood  with  a  clofe  fiiiochcring  heat, 
and  milking  the  aflies,  with  a  ley 
drawn  from  the  coarfer  part  of 
tiiem,  into  a  pafle,  which  is  after- 
wards ftratified  with  fome  of  the 
more  inflammable  kinds  of  wood, 
and  burnt  a  fecond  time  :  by  thefe 
means  the  fait  melts,  and  concretes 
with  the  earthy  matter  of  the  aflies 
into  hard  cakes;  but  it  appears 
from  experiment,  that  this  kind  of 
pot-a(h  contains,  befides  the  vege- 
table earth,  a  large  proportion  of 
quicklime.  A  purer  and  whiter 
fait  is  brought  to  us  from  Gcrnia- 
nv,  under  the  name  of  pcarl-aflies  : 
this  is  extraifi'ed  from  wood  aflies 
by  means  of  water,  and  afterwards 
reduced  into  a  dry  form  by  evapo-. 
ration.  Thefe  falts  are  liable  to 
great  abufes  from  fundry  admix- 
tures, and  therefore  fliould  never 
be  employed  for  medicinal  pur- 
pofes, without  due  purificaticn  : 
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this  mav  be  effefted  by  folution  in 
cold  water,  filtruion,  and  exficca- 
tion.    See  Part  III.  chap.  viii. 

■  CIN2^^-1BARIS  NATirJ.  Na- 
tive  cinnabar. 

This  is  a  ponderous  mineral  of  a 
red  colour,  found  in  Spain,  Hun- 
gary, and  feveral  other  parts  of 
the  world.  The  fined  fort  is  in 
pretty  large  mafles,  both  externally 
.and  inrernallv  of  an  elegant  deep 
red  C0I0U-,  which  gready  improves 
upon  grinding  the  mafs  into  fine 
powder  ;  this  is  imported  by  the 
Dutch  from  the  Eaft-Indies.  There 

■  is  another  fort,  of  a  good  colour, 
in  roundifli  drops,  fmooth  with- 
out, and  ftriated  witiiin. 

This  mineral  appears  from  che- 
mical experiments  to  be  compofed 
of  mercury  and  fulphur,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  quantity  of  the 
former  is  commonly  above  fix 
times  greater  than  that  of  the  lat- 
ter :  the  finer  the  colour  of  the 
cinnabar,  the  more  mercury  it  is 
found  to  hold.  Native  cinnabar 
has  been  by  many  preferred  as  a 
medicine  to  that  made  by  art :  but 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  juft 
foundation  for  this  preference. 
The  native  has  fometimes  been 
obferved  to  occafion  naufea,  vo- 
miting, and  anxiety  :  thcfe  proba- 
bly proceeded  from  an  admixture 
of  fome  arfenical  particles  from 
which  it  could  not  be  freed  by 
repeated  ablution.  When  pure,  it 
has  no  quality  or  medical  virtue 
diftinct  from  thofe  of  the  artificial 
cinnabar;  like  which,  it  is  not  dif- 
foluble  in  the  animal  fluids,  and 
is  commonly  found  of  little  afti- 
▼ity, 

CIXNAMOMUM.  Laurus  Cin- 
namomun  Lin.  Cinnamon,  the 
bark,  and  its  cflential  oil  [L.  £.] 

This  is  a  light  thin  bark  of  a 
reddifli  colour,  rolled  up  in  long 

?|uill.-,  or  canes  ;  of  a  fragrant,  de- 
ightful  fmell,   and  an  aromatic, 
f  A-eet,  pungent  tafte,  with  fome  de- 


gree of  aftringency ;  but  fo  flight, 
that  it  can  never  be  by  itfelf  de- 
pended upon.  It  is  alfo  flinuihting 
and  heating  ;  for  even  the  fi mple 
diftilled  water,  when  frequently 
employed,  has  proved  hurtfully 
irritating  to  the  ftomach.  It  is 
generally  mixed  with  the  calTia 
bark  :  this  latter  is  eafily  diflin- 
guifliable  by  its  breaking^  over 
fmooth,  whiift  cinnamon  fplinters; 
and  by  its  (limy  mucilaginous  tafte, 
without  any  thino  of  the  roughnefs 
of  the  true  cinnamon.  Cinnamoa 
is  a  very  elegant  and  ufcful  «'o- 
fna/ic,  more  grateful  both  to  the 
palate  and  flomach,  than  mofl 
other  fubdances  of  this  clafs  :  by 
its  aftringent  quality  it  likewife 
corrohorr.tes  the  vrfccra^  and  proves  of 
great  fervice  in  feveral  kinds  cf  alvUie 
fluxes,  and  immoderate  dijcliargeit 
from  the  uterus.  An  eflential  oil,  a 
fimple  and  fpirituous  diftilied  wa- 
ter, and  a  tinfture  of  it,  are  kept 
in  the  fliops  :  it  is  likewife  em- 
ployed as  a  fpicy  ingredient  in  a 
great  number  of  compofitions.  The 
elfential  oil  is  only  obtained  by  us 
as.  imported  from  the  Eafl  Indies ; 
and,  when  obtained  in  its  genuine 
ftate,  is  one  of  the  moft  powerful 
and  agreeable  aromatics  we  can 
employ. 

M  E  D .  Vi  R  T .  Aromatic  —  corro- 
horafit  —  afiringent. 

Peep.  Pozuder — fimple  and  fpiri- 
tuous dijlilled  Water  —  TinSlure  — 
Effcntial  Oil. 

CirREORUM  cortex  et  fuccus  : 
Citrus  vicdica  Lin.  Citrons  j  the 
yellow  rind  and  juice. 

The  citron  is  an  evergreen  tree 
orfflirub,  of  the  fame  genus  with 
the  orange  and  lemon  ;  it  was  firft: 
brought  from  Afiyria  and  Media 
(whence  the  fruit  is  called  inala 
Jljfyria,  mala  Medica)  into  Greece, 
and  thence  into  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Europe,  where  it  is  now  culti- 
vated. Citrons  arc  rarely  made 
ufe  of  among  us;  they  arc  of  the 
K. 
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fame  quality  with  lemons,  except 
that  their  juice  is  fomewhat  lefs 
acid. 

COCCINELLA,  fm  Cochinilla, 
Coccus  Ca^i  Lin.  S,  N.  Cochineal 
[L.E.] 

This  is  a  fmall  irregular  roundifli 
body,  of  a  dark  red  colour  on  the 
outfide,  and  deep  bright  red  with- 
in :  it  is  brought  from  Mexico 
and  New  Spain.  This  fubftance 
has  long  been  fuppofed  to  be  the 
feed  of  a  plant :  but  it  appears, 
from  chemical  experiments,  to  be 
an  animal,  and  from  the  accounts 
of  the  more  celebrated  naturaiifts, 
an  infeft,  which  breeds  on  the 
American  prickly  pear-tree,  and 
adheres  to  it  without  changing  its 
place.  Cochineal  has  been  ftrong- 
ly  recommended  as  a  fudorific,  car- 
diac, and  alexipharmac ;  but  prac- 
titioners have  never  obferved  any 
confiderable  efFefts  from  it.  Its 
greateft  confumption  is  among  the 
fcarlet-dyers ;  and  in  medicine 
Its  principal  ufe  is  as  a  colouring 
drug :  both  watery  and  fpirituous 
liquors  extraft  its  colour. 

COCHLEARIiE  HORTENSIS 
folia:  Lin.  Garden  fcurvy-grafs ; 
the  leaves  [L.  EJ] 

COCHLEARIJE  MAR.lNJE 
folia  :  Coclilearia  anglica;  Lin.  Sea 
fcurvy-grafs;  the  leaves. 

Thefe  plants  have  little  other 
«iifference,  as  to  their  exlternal  ap- 
pearance, than  .that  expreifed  in 
their  titles:  in  tafte  and  medical 
virtue,  the  former  is  confiderably 
the  ftronger  ;  and  hence  is  alone 
retained  both  by  the  London  and 
Edinburgh  colleges. 

Scurvy  grafs^is  a  ptmgent  fti- 
mulating  medicine;  capable  dif- 
fplving  vifcid  juices,  openivg  obp'uc- 
tions  of  the  vifcera  and  the  more  di- 
Jlant  glands,  and  promoting  the  f Mid 
fecretions  :  it  is  particularly  cele- 
brated in  /m'wfij,,and  is  the  prin- 
cipal  herb  employed  in  thefe  kinds 
of  dUbrders  in  the  northern  coun- 


tries. It  is  eaten  as  fallad,  and  the 
exprefl"ed  juice  is  the  moft  effeftual 
as  a  medicine,  and  chiefly  givea 
under  the  title  of  Succus  Cochle- 
ariae  Scorbuticus. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulating  and 
Attemtant. 

Prep.  A  Covfer-ve  —  Spirit — Ex- 
prej/ed  Juice. 

COFFEA  :  Cofca  Arabics  Lin. 
Coffee :  the  fruit  of  an  oriental 
flirub  called  by  Jussieu  jafmlnum 
Arabicum  lauri  folio,  cujiis  femen- 
apud  nos  caffi  dicitur. 

This  fruit  is  employed  rather  as 
food  than  as  a  medipine.  The  me- 
dicinal effects  expefted  from  it  are, 
to  ajifl  digeftion,  promote  the  natural 
fecretions,  and  prevent  or  remove  a 
difpnfition  to  fleepijlinefs. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic  and  Cor« 
robbrant. 

COLCHICUM :  Cokhicum  au- 
tumnale  Stoerck.  Cs"  Lin.   [L.  £.] 

Meadow  Saffron :  a  plant  grow- 
ing in  rich  moifl  meadow  grounds 
in  the  fouthern  and  weftern  parts 
of  England.    It   has  a  bulbous 
root,   producing  from  the  lower- 
part  a  fmaller  bulb  ;  from  this  laft 
arifes,  in  autumn,  along  a  furrow 
in  the  fide  of  the  old  root,  a  (len- 
der hollow   tranfparent  pedicle^ 
widening  at  top  into  a  flower  like 
thofe  of  crocufes,  of  a  whitifli  red 
purple  colour :   from    the  fame 
root,  next  fpring,  come  forth  three 
or  four  upright  leaves,  like  thofe 
of  the  lily  ;  in  the  middle  of  which 
appear,  on  fliort  pedicles,  three 
triangular  pods,  about  the  (ize  of 
fmall  walnuts,  divided  into  three 
cells  full  of  roundilli  dark -colour- 
ed feeds.    The  roots,  freed  from 
the  outer  blackifli  coat  and  the 
fibres  at  bottom,  are,  while  fi  eHi, 
of  a  white  colour,  flefliy,  and  full 
of  a  milky  juice. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  plants, 
whofe  violent  and  fingular  etieSs 
engaged  the  attention  of  Dr. 
Stoerck.    He  obferves,  that  <M| 
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cutting  the  frefli  root  into  dices, 
the  acrid  prticles  emitted  from  it 
irritate  the  noftrils,  fauces,  and 
breaft,  and  that  the  ends  of  the 
fingers  with  which  it  had  been 
held,  become  for  a  time  benumb- 
ed :  that,  applied  for  two  minutes 
to  the  tip  of  the  tongue,  it  render- 
•.  ed  the  part  rigid,  and  almoft  void 
.of  fenfation  for  fix  hours  :  that  lefs 
than  a  grain,  wrapt  up  in  crumb 
of  bread  and    taken  internally, 

■  produced  alarming   fymptoms,  a 
burning  heat  and  pain  in  the  fto- 

■mach  and  bowels,  ftrangury,  te- 
-nefmus,  thirft,  total  lofs  of  appe- 
ttite,  &c.  which  were  greatly  re- 
!Iieved  by  an  acidulated  mixture 
vwith  fyrup  of  poppies,  and^  which 
on  the  fourth  dc.y  went  entirely  off; 
:  that  an  infufiort  of  three  grains  of 
:the  root  in  four  ounces  of  wine, 
fflowly   fwallowed,    occafioned  a 
t tickling  in  the  larynx,  and  fliort 
(cdry  cough,  foon  after  a  heat  in  the 
urinary  paflages  and  a  copious  dif- 
charge  of  pale  urine  ;  that  an  ounce 
'he  Jliccd  juicy  root,  being  digejied 
'i  a  gentle  heat  in  a  found  of  vitte- 
foT  f 01- ty- eight  hours,  and  the  hot- 

■  lie  frequently  Jhaken,  the  root  became 
.  almoj!  inpfid,  and  the  flrained  liquor 
iproved  acrid  in  tajie,  irritated  and 

■  '^.ringed  the  fauces,  and  raifed  a 

■  ■  i  cough  :  that  this  vinegar,  mixed 
\fHvith  t-wice  its  quantity  of  honey,  and 

'  '::^y  boiled  down  to  the  confjience  of 
:y,  proved  a  fufficiently  grateful 
%  txymel,  which,  taken  in  dofes  of  a.  dram, 
L  ^promoted  a  copious  difcharge  of  urine, 
Vivithout  inconvenience.    He  made  tri- 
'f  this  oxymel,  in  the  hofpital  at 
.  -enna,  in  defperate  hydropic  and 
others  fcrous  diforders,  in  which  it 
"Was  found  to  aft  as  a  vno^  potent 
diuretic.    He  begins  with  giving  a 
dram  twice  a  day  in  any  fuitable 
•vehicle,  and  gradually  increafes  the 
dofe  to  an  ounce,  and  fometimcs  an 
cunce  and  a  half  in  a  day  :  if  this 
laft  quantity  proves  iiieffeftual,  he 
^inks  there  ate  little  ho])es  of  any 


benefit  from  this  medicine.  The  E- 
dinburgh  college  have  now  re- 
reived  into  thtir  Pharmacopoeia  a 
fyrup  of  colchicum,  made  with  the 
fame  infufion  of  the  root  in  vinegar 
as  above  defcribed,  in  which  are 
difl"oIved  twenty-fix  ounces  of  fine 
fugar.  This  fyrup,  in  place  of  two 
or  three  drams  merely,  has  been 
given  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three 
ounces  in  a  day,  in  general  without 
inconvenience,  and  fometimes  with 
good  effefts. 

The  London  College  form  an 
oxymel,  by  putting  to  one  pint 
of  the  vinegar  of  colchicum  two 
pounds  of  clarified  honey.  How- 
ever, the  fyrup  is  the  beft  prepa- 
ration, becaufe  with  fome  people 
honey  is  apt  to  excite  violent  co- 
lic pains. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic. 

Prep.  Syrup  and  Oxymel. 

COLOCYNTHIDIS  medulla. 
Cucumis  Colocyntbidis  Lin.,  Colo- 
quintida,  or  bitter  apple  ;  the  me- 
dullary part  of  the  dried  fruit  [L. 
E.-] 

This  is  the  produce  of  a  plant  of 
the  gourd  kind,  growing  in  Tur- 
key. The  fruit  is  about  the  fize 
of  an  orange  :  its  medullary  part, 
freed  from  the  rind  and  feeds,  is 
alone  made  ufe  of  in  medicine  :  this 
is  very  light,  white,  fpongy,  com- 
pofed  of  membranous  leaves ;  of 
an  extremely  bitter,  naufeous,  acri- 
monious tafte.  Colocynth  is  one 
of  the  moft  powerful  and  moft  vio- 
lent cathartics.  Many  eminent 
phyficians  condemn  it  as  danger- 
ous, and  even  deleterious :  others 
recommend  it  not  only  as  an  effi- 
cacious purgative,  but  likewife  as 
an  alterative  in  obftinate  chronical 
diforders.  Thus  much  is  certain, 
that  colocynth,  in  the  dofe  of  a  few 
grains,  ails  with  great  vehemence, 
diforders  the  body,  and  ometimes 
occafions  a  difcharge  of  blood. 
Many  attempts  have  been  made  to 
correct  its  virulence  by  the  a<idi< 
K  a 
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tion  of  adds,  aftringents,  and  the 
like  ;  thefe  may  lelTen  the  force  of 
the  colocynth,  but  no  otherwife 
than  might  be  equally  done  by  a 
fediiftion  of  tlie  dofe.  The  left 
method  of  abating  its  virulence^  with- 
out climinijhing  its  purgative  virtue^ 
Jeems  to  be  by  triturating  it  with  gum^ 
my  farinaceous  fuhflanceSy  or  the 
oily  feeds,  which,  without  making 
any  alteration  in  the  colocynth  it- 
felf,  prevent  its  refinous  particles 
from  cohering  and  flicking  upon 
the  membranes  of  the  inteftines, 
fo  as  to  irritate,  inflame,  or  corrode 
them.  It  is  an  ingredient  in  fome 
of  the  purgative  pills,  and  the  ca- 
thartic extraft  of  the  fliops ;  and  is 
feldom  ufed  but  in  this  way. 

COLUMBiE  radix  [L.  £.]— 
This  is  a  root  brought  from  Co- 
lumbo,  a  town  in  the  iflanri  of 
Ceylon,  from  whence  it  takes  its 
name;  but  we  are  not  yet  acquaint- 
ed with  the  vegetable  of  which  it  is 
,a  part.  It  is  brought  to  us  cut 
in  roundifli  pieces,  about  an  inch 
long,  and  fometirnes  two  inches 
thick ;  covered  with  a  thickifh 
rough  brown  bark :  the  paren- 
chyma flighlly  folid,  appearing, 
after  a  tranfverfe  feftion,  marked 
with  a  large  central  difk,  brown 
ftreaks,  and  yellow  points.  The 
fmell  is  weakly  aromatic,  not  dif- 
agreeable ;  the  tafte  bitter,  and 
fomewhat  acrid  ;  chewed  it  fbftens 
and  almott  diffolves,  tinging  the 
laliva  yellowifti.  By  keeping,  it  is 
very  apt  to  be  worm-eaten ;  and  its 
bitteriflinefs  diminiflied. 

The  columbo  root  has  long  been 
a  medicine  in  great  repute  among 
the  natives  of  the  countries  which 
produce  it,  in  diforders  of  the  flo- 
niach  and  bowels.  It  was,  how- 
ever, little  known  or  regarded  in 
this  country,  till  Dr.  Percival,  in 
his  Effays  Medical  and  Experi- 
ttiental,  Vol.  II.  publiflied  his  ob- 
'  fcrvations  and  experiments  on  this 
.  root,  with  cafes  of  its  efficacy  in 


various  difeafcs  depending  on  the 
ftate  of  tiie  bile  :  as  the  bilious  colic, 
bilious  fevers,  diarrhoeas,  habitual  vo- 
mitings, dyfcntery,  &c.  Other  prac- 
titioners have  confirmed  its  utility 
in  thefe  cafes.  It  has  been  employ- 
ed in  dyfpepfia,  with  much  advan- 
tage :  but  with  regard  to  its  pecu- 
liar power  of  changing  the  acri- 
mony and  corredting  the  putre- 
fcency  of  the  bile,  from  the  expe- 
riments which  have  been  made  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  more  power- 
ful than  other  bitters.  Water  is 
not  fo  complete  a  menflruum  as 
fpirits,  but  to  their  united  aftion  it 
yields  a  flavoured  extraft  in  very 
confiderable  quantity.  The  dofe 
of  the  powder  ufually  given,  is 
from  one  fcruple  to  two. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic  zndi  An- 
tifeptic. 

Prep.  Powder — Tin  dure. 

CONESSI :  Nerittm  antidyfente- 
riaim  Lin.  Conefli. 

This  is  the  bark  of  a  fmall  tree, 
growing  in  Ceylon  and  Madagaf- 
car,  and  on  the  Coromandel  coaft, 
where  it  is  called  ConeJJi.  It  ^ 
blackifli  outwardly,  and  covered 
more  or  lefs  with  a  whitifli  mofs  or 
fcurf,  which  fliould  be  fcraped  off. 
To  the  tafte  it  is  gratefully  bitter, 
and  auftere.  In  diarrhoeas  it  is 
reckoned  a  fpecific.  jfs.  or  more 
may  be  taken  four  times  a  day,  af- 
ter a  vomit  has  been  given.  The 
firft  day  the  number  of  ftools  is  ' 
increafed  without  any  increafe  of  ' 
griping;  the  fecond,  the  colour  of. 
the  ftools  is  meliorated  ;  and  on  the 
third  or  fourth,  the  confiftence 
becomes  nearly  natural ;  when  it 
makes  a  cure.  It  feldom  fails  of 
curing  a  recent '•diarrhcca  proceed- 
ing froiVi  irregularities  in  diet, 
without  fever;  and  it  is  frequently 
of  fervice  in  habitual  diarrhoeas. 
It  is  alfo  ufeful  in  haemorrhages ; 
and  the  root  boiled  in  water  makcs-J 
good  fomentations  againft  inflam- 
matory  tumours  i  and  fome  fay,  taken 
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internally,  it  is  an  ufeful  anthel- 
mhitic. 

Med.  Virt.  Antifeptic  and  To- 
nic. 

CON  SOLI  DM  MAJORIS  .— 
Synifkyti  officinalis  Lin.  Comfry  ; 
the  root. 

This  is  a  rough  hairy  plant,  grow- 
ing wild  by  river-fides  and  in  wa- 
tery places.  The  roots  are  very 
large,  black  on  the  outfide,  white 
within,  full  of  a  vifcid  glutinous 
juice,  of  no  particular  taile.  They 
agree  in  quality  with  the  roots  of 
alchsea ;  with  this  difference,  that 
the  mucilage  of  confolida  is  fome- 
what  ftronger-bodied.  Many  ridi- 
culous hiftories  of  the  conjolidating 
virtues  of  this  plant  are  related  by 
authors. 

Med.  Virt.  Emollient . 

CONTRAYERVA  [L.  £.]  Dor- 
Jlcnia  Contrayerva  Lin.  S.  P. 

This  is  a  knotty  root,  an  inch  or 
two  in  length,  about  half  an  inch 
thick,  of  a  reddifh-brown  colour 
externally,  and  pale  within  :  long, 
tough,  flender  fibres  flioot  out  from 
all  fides  of  it,  which  are  generally 
loaded  with  fmall  round  knots. 
This  root  is  of  a  peculiar  kind  of 
aromatic  fmell,  and  a  fomewhat 
aftringent,  warm,  bitterifli  tafte, 
with  a  light  and  fweetifli  kind  of 
acrimony  when  long  chewed  ;  the 
fibres  have  little  tafte  or  fmell ;  the 
tuberous  part  therefore  fliould  be 
alone  chofen.  Contrayerva  is  one 
of  the  mildefl:  of  thofe  fubftances 
called  alexipharmacs  :  it  is  indif- 
putably  z  good  and ufefulJiafhoretic, 
and  may  be  fafely  given  in  much 
larger  dofes  than  the  Common 
practice  is  accuftomed  to  exhibit 
it.  Its  virtues  are  extrafted  both 
by  water  and  rectified  fpirit,  and 
do  not  arife  in  evaporation  with 
either:  the  fpirituous  tinfture  and 
extraft  tafte  ftronger  of  the  root 
than  the  aqueous  ones. 

Med.  Virt.  Diaphoretic  —  Sti- 
mulant. ' 


Prep.  Pulv,  Contrayerv,  et  coot- 

pojitw;. 

CORALLIUM  RUBRUM :  — 
Ifis  nobilis  Lin.  S.  P.  Red  coral 

This  is  alfo  a  marine  produftion, 
of  the  fame  nature  with  coral- 
line. It  cannot  reafonably  be 
looked  upon  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  mere  abforbent ;  as  fuch 
it  enters  the  officinal  crabs'  claw 
powder,  and  is  fometimes  in  prac- 
tice directed  alone. 

Med.  Virt.  Abforhent. 

CORIANDRT/mc«  Coriandri 
fativi  Lin,  Coriander;  the  feed. 
[Z.  £.] 

Coriander  is  an  umbelliferous 
plant,  differing  from  all  the  others 
of  that  clafs  in  producing  fpherical 
feeds.  Thefe,  when  freih,  have  a 
ftrong  difagreeable  fmell,  which 
improves  by  drying,  and  becomes 
fufficientiy  grateful ;  they  are  re- 
commended as  carminative  and  fiO' 
machic.  Infufed  along  with  fenna, 
they  more  powerfully  correft  the 
odour  and  tafte  than  any  other  aro- 
matic; and  are  equally  powerful 
in  obviating  the  gi'iping  that  fenna 
is  very  apt  to  produce. 

Med.  Virt,  Carminati've  —  Sto- 
machic. 

CORNU  CERVI.  The  flag  or 
hart's  horns 

Many  extraordinary  virtues  have 
been  attributed  lo  thefe  horns,  and 
to  all  the  parts  of  the  animal  \w 
general;  but  experience  gives  no 
countenance  to  them  ;  nor  do  they 
feem  to  have  any  other  foundation 
than  the  great  timidity  of  the  hart, 
the  annual  renewal  of  his  horns, 
and  an  opinion  of  his  extraordina- 
ry longevity ;  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances  it  was  inferred,  that  all  the 
parts  of  him  muft  be  proper  for 
intimidating  the  enraged  Archeus, 
renewing  health  and  ftrength,  and 
prolonging  life. 

The  horns,  boiled  in  water,  give 
an  emollient  nutritious  jdly  [£.] 

K-3 
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Burnt  to  whitenefs,  they  yield  an 
abfjr  ent  earthy  purer  from  gelati- 
nous matter^lian  the  nat.  ral  tefta- 
ceons  abforbents.  but  which  ap- 
p  ars  to  be  weaker  in  its  abforbent 
power.  This  eanh  is  employed  in 
the  officinal  white. decoftion, 

Med.  Virt.  Emollient —  Nutri- 
tious. 

CRETA  I  L.  ]  White 
chalk. 

This  is  a  pure  alkaline  earth,  to- 
tally foluble  in  vinegar  and  the 
lighter  acids,  fo  as  to  deftroy  every 
fenfible  mark  of  tlieir  acidity.  This 
earth  is  one  of  the  moft  iifcful  of 
the  abforbents,  and  is  to  be  looked 
■upon  fimply  as  fiich  :  the  aflringent 
virtues  which  fome  attribute  to  it 
have  no  foundation,  unlefs  fo  far 
ag  the  earth  is  fatiated  with  acid, 
■with  which  it  coinpofes  a  faline 
concrete  manifcftly  fubaftringent. 
The  creta,  like  the  other  tertacea, 
corrects  the  acidities,  and  may  be 
ufed  in  large  quantities  ;  they  fome- 
times  feem  to  be  of  fervice  in  di- 
arrhoeas, merely  from  correfting 
acidity,  which,  being  mixed  with 
the  bile,  occafioned  the  difeafe — 
not  from  any  aftringent  power. 

Med.  Vi  r t.  Ahforbent. 

CROCUS:  Crocus  fati-ousC.  B. 
Lin.  S.  P.  Saffron  ;  the  chives  or 
flefliy  capillaments  growing  at  the 
end  of  the  pillil  of  the  flower,  care- 
fully picked  and  prefled  together 
into  cakes  [L.  £.] 

There  are  three  forts  of  faffron 
•met  with  in  the  fliops,  two  of 
■\vhich  are  brought  from  abroad, 
the  other  is  the  produce  of  our  own 
countrv  ;  tii^s  laft  is  greatly  fupe- 
rior  to'the  other  two,  from  which 
5t  may  be  diftinguill.ed  by  its  blades 
being  broader.  When  in  perfec- 
tion,'^ it  is  of  a  fiery  orange-red  co- 
lour, and  yields  a  deep  yellow  tinc- 
•  ture  :  it  fliould  be  chofen  frefli,  not 
?bove  a  year  old,  in  clofe  cakes, 
neither  dry,  nor  yet  very  moift, 
tough  and'  firm  in  tearing,  of  the 


fame  colour  witb'n  as  without,  and 
of  a  ftrong,  acrid,  diffufive  fni^  11. 

Saffron  is  a  vt-ry  elegant  and  ufe« 
ful  aromatic;  befides  the  viitues 
which  it  has  in  common  with  all 
the  bodies  of  that  clafs,  it  remark- 
ably exhilarates^  raifts  the  fpirits, 
and  is  accounted  one  of  the  highefi 
cordials ;  taken  in  large  dofes. 
It  is  fa  id  to  occafion  immoderate 
mirth,  involuntary  laughter,  and  the 
ill  tffefl.s  which  follow  from  the 
abufe  of  fpirituous  liquors.  This 
medicine  is  particularly  fcrvice- 
able  in  hyjlcric  deprejjions  proceeding 
from  a  cold  caufe  or  objlrudion  of 
the  uterine  fecretions,  where  other 
aromatics,  even  thofe  of  the  more- 
generous  kind,  have  little  effed. 
Saffron  imparts  the  whole  of  its 
virtue  and  colour  to  reftified  fpirit, 
proof  fpirit,  wine,  vinegar,  and 
water  :  a  tin£lure  drawn  with  vine-< 
gar  lofes  greatly  of  its  colour  in 
keeping :  the  watery  and  vinous 
tinftures  are  apt  to  grow  four,  and 
then  lofe  their  colour  alfo  ;  that 
made  in  pure  fpirit  keeps  in  per- 
feftion  for  many  years.  * 

Notwithflanding  the  great  pow« 
er  attribiited  to  this  medicine  by 
many,  writers,  from  the  experi'*^ 
ments  carefully  made  by  later  prac-« 
titioners  it  has  not  appeared  to  be 
of  any  confequeiice.  Dr.  Cullen 
fays,  in  two  inllances  he  thought  it 
manifefled  fome  power  as  an  em- 
menagogue :  but  though  tried  in 
many  other  cafes  in  large  dofes,  it 
had  difappointed  his  expeftations. 
In  feveral  hyflerical  cafes  it  has 
been  given  to  the  extent  of  half  an 
ounce  a  day,  without  producing 
any  fenfible  elft<3: ;  fo  that  now  it  , 
has  aimoil  fallen  into  difufe  except  . 
as  a  colouring  ingrediwitr* 

CUBEBylt:  Piper  Cuheba  LI-.. 
SiippL  P.    Cubebs  [L.E.-] 

Cubebs  are  a  fruit  brought  from 
the  Eaft  Indies.  This  fruit  has  a 
great  refemblance  to  pepper.  The 
principal  difference  dillinguifliaWo 
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by  the  eye,  is,  that  each  ciibeb 
is  furnifli"!  with  a  long  flencler 
ftalk  'whence  they  are  called  by 
fame  piptfr  caudatum).  In  aromatic 
warmth  and  pungency,  cubebs  are 
far  inferior  to  pepper;  but  their 
odour  and  flavour  are  more  agree- 
able than  either  of  the  peppers ; 
and  they  make  a  pleafanter  ingre- 
dient in  the  vinum  amarum  than 
either  the  pepper  or  ginger. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic  and  5^/- 
mulant. 

gUCUMERIS  HORTENSIS 
femen.  Cucumh  fativus  Lin.  Gar- 
den cucumbers  ;  the  feeds. 

Thefe  are  in  the  number  of  the 
four  greater  cold  feeds  ;  they  are 
lefs  apt  to  grow  rancid  in  keeping 
than  the  others  of  that  clafs. 

The  cucun^.ber,  though  not  very 
nutrient,  ftill  makes  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  aliment  of  perfons  in 
warm  climates  aiv !  feafons ;  and  its 
aqueous,  cooling,  and  acefcent 
qu.Jity,  renders  it  a  very  pleafant 
furrmer  aliment.  The  firninefs 
however  of  its  texture  occafions  it 
often  to  be  retained  long  in  the 
ftom.ach  :  it  is  therefore  properly 
accompanied  with  fome  of  the 
condiinents. 

Med.  Virt.  The  fruit  dilu- 
ent Seed  refrigerant. 

CUCUMERIS  AGRESTIS 
frufius.    Momcrdica  Elaterii  ^  Lin, 
Wild  cucumber;  the  fruit  [L.  £.] 

This  plant,  found  wild  in  fo- 
reign countries,  is,  with  U8,  culti- 
vated in  gardens.  Its  principal 
botanic  difference  from  the  former 
is  the  fmallhefs  of  its  fruit,  which 
feno  bigger  than  a  Spanifh  olive  : 
v/hen  ripe,  it  burfts  on  a  light 
touch,  and  fticds  its  feeds  with 
violence,  and  hence  was  named  by 
the  Greeks  elaterium.  This  name 
was  applied  iikewife  to  the  infpif- 
fated  juice  of  the  fruit,  the  only  pre- 
paration of  the  plant  made  vfe  of  in 
medicine.  (See  the  third  P 
der  trie  term  £laterium.;  Ela- 


tcrium  is  a  flrong  cathartic^  and 
very  often  operates  alfo  upwards. 
Two  or  three  grains  are  accounted 
in  moft  cafes  a  fufficient  dofe.  Si- 
mon PauUi  relates  fome  infinnces 
of  the  good  effefts  of  this  purga- 
tive in  dropfies  ;  but  cautious  prac- 
titioners hnve  not  recourfe  to  it 
till  after  milder  medicines  have 
proved  ineffeftual ;  to  which  cau- 
tion we  heartily  fubfcribe,  Medi* 
cines,  indeed,  in  general,  which 
a£t  with  violence  in  a  fmall  dofe, 
require  the  iitmoft  /kill  to  manage 
them  with  any  tolerable  degree  of 
fafety :  to  which  may  be  added, 
that  the  various  manners  of  making 
thefe  kinds  of  preparations,  as 
praftifed  by  different  hands,  muft 
needs  vary  their  power ;  though 
it  has  been  given  amongft  modern 
praftitioners  with  fuccefs  in  fome- 
obflinate  hydropic  cafes.  Exhibited 
in  fmall  dofes  of  half  a  grain,  and 
repeated  at  Ihort  intervals,  it  pro- 
duces its  effeds ;  it  in  general  afts 
moderately  :  fome  give  it  in  dofes 
to  adults  of  one  or  two  grains,  fuc- 
cefsfully  fometimes  :  fome  unite  it 
in  fmall 'dofes  with  other  medi- 
cines to  promote  urine. 

MtD.  Virt.  Strong  Cathartic. 

Prep.  Infpijfated  Juice. 

CUCURBITyE  femen.  Cucur- 
bitie  lagenarice  Lin.  The  gourd  ;  its 
feeds. 

Thefe  are  in  the  number  of  the 
four  greater  cold  feeds.  They  u- 
nite  with  water  -by  trituration  into 
an  emulfion,  and  yield  to  the  prefs 
a  foft  infipid  oil,  and  pofTefs  the 
general  virtues  of  unftuous  fub- 
flances. 

Mbd.  Virt.  Refrigerating. 
_  CUPRUM  [Z,.  £.]  Cuprum  na~ 
tivum  Lin.  Copper. 

The  preparations  of  copper  are 
violently  emetic,  and  therefore  very 
rarely  exhibited  internally.  Some 
have  ventured  upon  a  folution  of  a 
grain  or  two  of  the  metal  in  vege- 
table acids,  and  obferve,  ^jat  \\ 
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a<5ls  almoft  as  foon  as  received  into 
the  ftomacli,  fo  as  to  be  of  good 
ufe  for  occafioiiing  poifonoiis  fiib- 
flances  that  have  been  fwallowed, 
to  be  immediately  thrown  up  again. 
Boerhaave  recommends  n  faturated 
fohition  of  this  metal  in  volatile  alka- 
line /pirifs,  as  a  medicine  of  great 
fervice    in    diforders  proceeding 
from  an  acid,  weak,  cold,  phleg- 
liiatic  caufe  :  if  three  drops  of  this 
•tinfture  be  taken  every  morning 
with  a  glafs  of  mead,  and  the  dofe 
doubled  every  day  to  twenty-four 
drops,  it  proves  (he  fays)  dpci-ient, 
attenuating^  loarining^  and  diurelic': 
he  afTures  us,  that  by  thefe  means 
he  cured  a  confirmed  afcires,  and 
that  the  urine  ran  out  as  from  an 
open  pipe  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
acknowledges,   that,  upon  trying 
the  fame  medicine  on  others,  it 
failed.    He  likewife  recommends 
other  preparations  of  copper,  as  of 
wonderful  efficacy  in  certain  kinds 
of  ill  habits,  weaknefs  of  the  fto- 
mach,  &c.  but  vve  cannot  think 
the  internal  ufe  of  this  metal  com- 
mendable, or  even  fafe.  Phyficians 
in  general  feem  to  be  agreed,  that 
it  has  really  a  virulent  quality  ;  and 
too  many  examples  are  met  with  of 
fatal  confequences  enfuing  upon 
eating  food  that  had  been  dreft  in 
copptr  vefTils  not  well  cleaned 
from  the  ruft  which  they  had  cout 
trafttd  by  lying  in  the  air. 

Great  care  ought  to  be  taken 
that  acid  liquors,  or  even  water 
dcfi^ned  for  internal  ufe,  be  not 
AifFfrtd  to  ftand  long  in  veflels 
mgde  of  copper :  otherwife  they 
will  dilTolve  fo  much  of  the  metal 
as'vvill  give  them  difagreeable  qua- 
lities. Hence  in  the  difiillation  of 
fimple  waters  with  copper  {tills, 
the  lail  runnings,  which  are  mani- 
feulv  acid,  have  frequently  proved 
emetic.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
whilft  weak  acid  liquors  are  kept 
boiling  in  copper  veffels,  they  do 
not  feem  to  dinblve  any  of  the 


metal ;  but  if  fiiffered  to  remain  in 
them  for  the  fame  length  of  time 
without  boiling,  they  become  nota- 
bly impregnated  with  the  cop(;er. 
Hence  the  cor.fti^ioners,  by  fkilful 
management,  prepar:-  the  mod  a- 
cid  fyrups  in  copper  vellels  without 
giving  them  any  ill  tafte  from  the 
metal. 

The  preparations  of  copper 
which  are  in  ufe,  are  the  acetated 
copper,  or  verdigris;  thevitriolum 
coeruleum,  or  blue  vitriol  ;  ar>d  cu- 
prum ammoniacum.  The  firft  is 
chiefly  ufed  in  external  applica- 
tions ;  the  two  latter  internally, 
beginning  with  very  frpall  dofes, 
and  increafing  them  gradually,  till 
they  create  a  flight  degree  of  nau- 
fea  upon  the  ftomach  ;  a  quarter  of 
a  grain  twicead;^,  which  may  bein- 
creafed  progreflively  to  five  :  thefe 
have  been  fu ppofed  to  be  of  fervice 
by  their  tonic  and  aftringent  powers 
in  hyjieria  and  epiLffy  ;  but  the  cu- 
prum ammoniacum  is  allowed  to  be 
the  mildefi:  medicine.  Should  the 
medicine  not  fliew  any  good  effeft  in 
the  courfe  of  one  month,  it  will  be 
prudent  to  defifl,  and  only  give  it 
fome  days  before  the  expefted  ac- 
ceffion  of  the  paroxyfm. 

Blue  vitriol  is  alfo  given  as  an 
emetic  in  incipient  phthifis,  with  a 
view  of  refolving  tubercles. 

Verdigris^  from  its  flimulant  and 
efcharotic  powers,  has  been  long 
applied  for  the  deanjing  of  foul  nU 
ccrs,  and  bringing  them  to  a  dif- 
charg'e  of  laudable  pus.  A  weak 
folution  of  verdigris  has  been  ufed 
for  re/lraining  inflammation  of  the 
eyes;  but  a  great  deal  of  nicety  is 
required  in  the  management,  to 
avoid  its  becoming  too  irritative. 

Med.  Vi  r  t  .  Efcharotic  —  Tonic 
— Aflrhtgcnf. 

Pkep.  Kerdigris  —  blue  Vttriol 
animoniacal  Copper. 

CURCUMA  [L.  £.]  Curama 
longa  Lin.  Turmeric. 

Turmeric  is  a  root  brought  from 
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the  Enft  Inciies,  Tc  is  internally  of 
a  deep  lively  yellow,  or  faffron-co- 
loiir,  wh'ch  it  readily  imparts  to 
watery  liquors.  It  has  an  agree, 
able,  weak  fniell,  and  a  bitteriih 
fonuwhr.t  warm  talle.  Turmeric 
is  efieemed  aperient  and  emmena- 
gogUc\  and  of Jiugular  efficacy  in  the 
jaundice.  It  tinges  the  urine  of  a 
faifron-coloiir. 

Med.  ViRT.  Aromatic --^  Apeii' 
ent  —  Emrnma^ogne. 

CURSUTiE  radix:  Gentians 
ftApurea  Lin.  j  E."] 

This  is  a  foreign  root,  which  has 
been  ufed  by  fome  praftitioners  at 
Edinburgh  for  morC'  than  forty 
years.  It  is  a  throng  bitter,  has 
very  much  the  appearance  and 
tafte  of  gentian  ;  and  in  no  degree 
fuperior,  thougb  by  fome  it  is  ufed 
in  dyfpcpf.a  ;  Dr.  Home,  in  his  lift 
of  the  n^ateria  medica,  vies  it  GV«- 
tiana  lutea fylvejlns  ;  while  he  terms 
the  common  gentian,  Gentiann  lu- 
tea fativa.  No  botanic  author, 
however,  makes  this  diftinftion  ; 
nor  can  the  name  of  curfuta  be 
met  with  in  any  writer  the  editor 
has  confulted, 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic. 

CYDONIA  MALA,  eorumque 
Jemina  :  Pyrus  Cydonea  Lin.  The 
quince-tree;  the  fruit  and  its  feeds 
[I.]  ■ 

Quinces  have  a  very  auftere  acid 
tafte  :  taken  in  fmall  quantity,  they 
are  fuppofed  to  rejlrain  vomiting, 
and  alvine  fluxes  ;  and  more  libe- 
rally, to  loo/en  the  belly.  The  feeds 
abound  with  a  mucilaginous  fiib- 
ftance,  of  no  particular  tafte,  which 
they  readily  impart  to  watery  li- 
quors :  an  ounce  will  render  three 
pints  of  water  thick  and  ropy  like 
the  white  of  an  egg. 

Mi.D.  Virt.  Fruit  Stomachic 
and  Corroborant  —  Sk eds  Emollient. 

Ppep.  /]  >nucita?c  from  the  Seeds. 

CYMINT  femen  :  Cumini  Cymini 
Lin.  Cummin  ;  the  feeds.  [Z,.  £.] 

This  is  an  umbelliferous  plant, 


in  appearance  refembling  fennel, 
but  much  fmaller;  the  feeds  are 
brought  chiefly  from  Sicily  and 
Malta.  Cummin  feeds  have  a  bit- 
terifli  warm  tafte,  accompanied 
with  an  aromatic  flavour,  not  of 
the  moft  agreeable  kind.  They 
are  accounted  good  carminatives^ 
but  not  very  often  made  ufe  of. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic  —  Stimu- 
lant, 

CYNOSBATI  fruaus  :  Rofa 
canince  Lin.  The  wild  briar,  dog 
rofe,  or  hip  tree  ;  its  fruit  [L.] 

This  bufti  crrovvs  wild  in  hedges 
throughout  England.  The  flowers 
have  a  pleafant  fmell ;  but  fo  weak, 
that  Parkinfon  and  others  have 
named  the  plant  rofa  fylveftyis  in- 
odora  :  a  water  diftilled  from  them 
fmells  agreeably.  The  fruit  or 
hips  contain  a  fourifli  fweetifli 
pulp  ;  with  a  rough  prickly  mat- 
ter inclofing  the  feeds,  from  which 
the  pulp  ought  to  be  carefully  fe- 
parated  before  it  is  taken  internally. 
The  VVirtemberg  college  obferves, 
that  from  a  neglect  of  tin"s  caution, 
the  pulp  of  hips  fometimes  occa- 
fions  a  pruritus,  and  uneafinefs 
about  the  anus  ;  and  I  have  known 
the  conferve  of  it  to  excite  violent 
vomiting. 

This  pofleflts  no  material  quali- 
ties  that  give  it  any  right  to  be  in- 
troduced either  into  diet  or  medi- 
cine ;  and  the  conferve  is  kept 
merely  to  give  form  to  other  medi- 
cines. 

CYPERI  LONG  I  Lin.  radix  : 
Long  cyperus  ;  the  root. 

This  is  a  plant  of  the  grnmini- 
folious  kind  ;  it  is  fometimes  found 
wild,  in  marftiy  places  in  England  ; 
the  roots  have  been  generally 
brought  to  us  from  Italy.  This 
root  is  long,  llender,  crooked,  and 
full  of  knots:  outwardly  of  a  dark 
brown,  or  blackifli  colour,  inward- 
ly whitifli ;  of  an  aromatic  fmeil, 
and  an  agreeable  warm  tafte  :  both 
the  tafte  and  finell  are  improved  by 
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moderate  exficcation.  Cypenis  is 
accounted  a  good  ftomachic  and 
carminative,  but  at  prefcnt  very 
little  regarde'L 

DJCTYLI:  fruHus.  Phankis 
da^ylifera  Lin, 

Dates,  a  half-dried  imported 
fruit,  about  the  fliape  of  an  acorn, 
but  generally  larger,  confifting  of 
a  fwcet  pulpy  part  and  a  hard  (tone : 
the  beft  are  brought  from  Tunis, 
They  were  formerly  ufed  in  pec- 
toral decoftions,  and  fuppofed,  be- 
fides  their  emollient  and  incraffat- 
ing  virtue,  to  have  a  flight  aftrin- 
gency. 

M  tD.  ViRT.  Emollient  and  Jliglii- 
Jl/}riiigent. 

DAUCI  CRETICIfemen:  Aiha- 
mania  Cretenfs  Lin,  Candy  carrot, 
or  carrot  of  Crete  ;  the  feeds. 

This  is  an  umbeUiferous  plant, 
growing  wild  in  the  Levant,  and 
the  warmer  parts  of  Europe.  The 
feeds,  which  are  brought  from 
Crete,  have  a  warm  biting  tafte, 
and  rather  an  aromatic  fmell.  They 
are  carmivative,  and  faid  to  be  di- 
uretic, but  at  prefent  little  ufed. 

Med.  Virt.  /Irowntie. 

DAUCI  SYLVESTRIS  fm  : 
Dauci  ca/ota  Lin.  Wild  carrot; 
ihe  feed  [L.E.] 

This  is  common  in  pafture 
grounds  and  fallow  fields  through- 
put England.  The  feeds  pofiefs  the 
virtues  of  thofe  of  the  daucus  Cre- 
iicus,  in  an  inferior  degree:  and 
have  often  fupplied  their  place  in 
the  fhops;  and  been  themfelves 
fupplied  by  the  feeds  of  the  garden 
carrot  :  thefe  laft  are,  in  warmth 
and  flavour,  the  weakeft  of  the 
three  :  the  feeds  of  the  Candy  car- 
rot are  much  the  ftrongeft.  They 
are  ufed  in  cacheaic  and  fcorbutic 
diforders,  and  in  dropfy, 

Med.  Virt.  Aio?natic. 

DENTIS  LEONIS  five  Tarax- 
aci^  radix  et  folia  ;  Lcontodon  Ta- 


raxacum Lin.  Dandelion ;  the  root 
and  herb  [L.  £.] 

This  plant  is  common  in  fields, 
and  uncultivated  places;  it  has  fe- 
verai  narrow  dentated  leaves  lying 
on  the  ground,  with  a  Header  naked 
fl^alk  fuftaining  a  yellow  flower. 
The  root,  leaves,  and  ftalk,  con- 
tain a  bitter  milky  juice:  theypro- 
mife  to  be  of  ufe  as  aperient  and 
detergent  medicines;  particularly  in 
the  jaundice  and  other  hepatic  ob- 
ftru6lions,  and  have  fometimes  been 
directed  in  this  intention  with  f«c- 
ccfs.  Boerhaave  elteems  them  ca- 
pable, if  duly  continued,  of  re- 
folving  ahnofl  all  kinds  of  coagulation  s^ 
and  opening  very  objlinate  objlruflions 
of  the  vifcera. 

Indeed  we  have  various  proofs  of 
the  good  effects  of  dandelion  re- 
lated by  Van  Swietex,  Bkrgius, 
Murray,  Zimmerman,  Hallek, 
and  other  authors  of  great  refpefta- 
bility,  not  only  in  the  complaints 
recited  above,  but  alfo  in  drop- 
fy,  pulmonic  tubercles,  in  impetigo^ 
fcohiss,  and  other  cutaneous  difordeiSy 
likewife  in  Jiones  in  the  kidneys.  It 
has  been  given  in  dofes  of  from 
^ij  to  |iv,  of  the  expreffed  juice, 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  or  a 
ftrong  decoflion  of  the  roots.  The 
leaves,   roots,    flower-ftalks,  and 
juice  of  this  plant,  have  all  been 
feparately  employed   for  medical 
piirpofes,  and  feem  rather  to  differ 
in  degrees  of  ftrength,  than  any 
elfential  property.      It  has  been 
given  in  broths,  whey,  mixed  with 
cream  of  tartar,  and  joined  with 
grafs  roots;  and,  taken  every  day  for 
weeks,  or  months,  has  been  faid 
to  fucceed  often  in  refohing  a  hard' 
7icfs  of  the  liver,  where  other  reme- 
dies have  failed.   The  plant  fliould 
always  be  ufed  frefli  ;  the  extraft 
appears  to  lofe  much  of  its  ftrength 
by  keeping;  though,  made  in  a  folt 
form,  and  given  frefti  from  two  to 
four  tea  fpoonfuUs  every  morain^i 
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it  has  been  extolled  for  objiruHcd 
vifcera,  jataiJict:,  and  cojiiveiufs^  and 
for  tuiercUs  of  the  lungs. 

DIC  TA.\iNI  OR  E  TIC  I  folln  : 
Oti^anum  DiHamntis  Lin.  Dittany 
of  Crete. 

This  is  a  kind  of  origanum,  faid 
:o  grocv  plenrihilly  in  the  illand  of 
Candy,  in  Dalmatia,  and  in  the 
jNIorea :  it  has  been  found  hardy 
enougii  to  bear  the  ordinary  win- 
ters of  our  own  climate.  The 
leaves,  which  are  the  only  part 
in  ,ufe  with  us,  come  from  Italy. 
The  beft  fort  are  well  covered 
over  with  a  thick  white  down,  and 
now  and  then  intermixt  with  pur- 
plilli  flowers.  In  fmell  and  tatte, 
they  fomewhat  refemble  lemon- 
thyme;  bnt  have  more  of  an  aro- 
matic flavour,  as  well  as  a  greater 
degree  of  pungency ;  when  frefli, 
they  yield  a  confiaerable  quantity 
of  an  excellent  eflential  oil. 

DIGITALIS  folia:  Digitalis 
turpurea  Lin.  Fox- glove ;  the 
leaves  [L.  E.'\ 

This  grows  wild  in  woods,  on 
uncultivated  heaths,  and  under 
hedges ;  the  leaves  are  oblong,  a- 
cuminated,  and  fomewhat  hairy, 
with  a  thick,  angular,  hollow  llalk, 
on  which  numerous  purple  tubu- 
lous  flowers,  refembling  the  finger 
of  a  glove,  hang  downwards  in  a 
row  along  one  fide  ;  each  on  a 
Ihort  pedicle.  It  flowers  in  May 
and  June. 

The  leaves  are  to  b^  gathered 
after  the  flowering  ftem  has  fhot 
up,  and  about  the  time  the  blof- 
foms  are  coming  forth  ;  the  leaves 
h?.ve  a  bitterifli  naufeous  tafte,  and 
been  ftrongiy  recommended,  exter- 
nally againft  fcrophulous  tumours; 
and  likewife  internally,  in  epileptic 
diforders ;  what  fervice  they  may 
be  capable  of  doing  in  thefe  cafes, 
we  have  no  experience.  Several 
examples  are  mentioned  tjy  medic;il 
writers  of  their  occafioning  violent 
vomiting,   Jtypercathar/::,    and  flif- 

trdfTin^  th{  vi/nh  conjlitutim  i  iiifo- 


much  that  Boerhaave  accounts 
them  poifonous.  It  lias  lately  been 
much  recnnmended  in  dropfical 
and  afthmatic  cafes,  and  is  con- 
fidered  as  one  of  our  mofi:  certain 
diuretics.  It  is  given  in  decoftion, 
infufion,  and  in  powder  :  of  the  lat- 
ter, from  y  ofa  grain  to  two  grains 
has  been  given  for  a  dofe  witU 
three  grains  of  aromatic  powder, 
twice  a  day.  The  infufion  is  to 
be  made  with  the  dried  leaves,  one 
dram  to  half  a  pint  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, to  ftand  four  hours,  ftrained, 
and  mixed  with  one  ounce  of  fpi- 
rit  of  nutmegs,  of  which  one  or 
two  table  fpoonfuUs  may  be  taken 
twice  a  day  ;  one  grain  of  calomel 
once  or  twice  a  day  has  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  conjoined.  In  the  admi- 
niftration,  great  caution  is  requi- 
fite,  as  it  has  been  found  very 
poflible  to  pour  in  an  injurious 
quantity  of  this  medicine  before 
any  of  the  fignals  for  difcontinu- 
ance  have  appeared.  It  therefore 
fliould  be  given  in  fmall  dofes, 
and  at  diftant  periods,  and  the  ufe 
to  be  flopped  on  the  appearance  of 
its  afFefting  the  pulfe,  ftomach, 
kidneys,  or  the  bowels. 

Med.  Virt.  Emetic — Cathartic 
— Diuretic. 

Prep.  DecoSlion  -  -  Infufion  —  PoiU' 
der. 

DOLICIIOS  Ph.  Edinb.  Do- 
lichos  pruriens  Lin.  Couhage,  or 
Cow-Itch.  Cadjua.,  Bengalis  [£.] 

This  is  an  herbaceous  plant,  of 
the  papilionaceous  tribe,  growing 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  It 
bears  pods  denfely  covered  with 
{harp  hairs,  which  have  the  pro- 
perfy  of  penetrating  the  fliin,  and 
caufing  a  moft  troublefome ,  itch- 
ing, in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  cow- 
itch  is  given  inrernally,  as  an  effica-^ 
cious  anthrlmintic .  Th ,  moft  par- 
ticular account  of  the  ufe  of  this 
remedy  is  contained  in  Mr.  Ban- 
croft's Hiftory  of  Guinea,  and  it  is 
confirmed  by  a  letter  in  the  Medi- 
cal Comnieiitariesj  vol.  II. 
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The  manner  in  which  it  is  em- 
ployed, is  to  mix  the  hairy  matter 
fcraped  off  from  the  pods,  with  fy- 
nipormelaires,  into  a  thin  eleftiiary, 
ot  which  a  tea  fpoonfnl  is  given  to 
a  child  two  or  three  years  old,  and 
double  the  quantity  to  an  adult. 
The  dofc  is  exhibited  in  the  morn- 
ing, facing,  for  three  fucceflive 
days,  after  which  a  dofe  of  rhu- 
barb is  given.  The  worms  are  faid 
to  appear  with  the  fecond  or  third 
dofe  ;  and  by  means  of  a  purge  in 
fome  cafes  the  ftools  are  faid  to 
confift  entirely  of  worms  ;  and  in 
cafes  of  lumbrici  it  is  faid  alfo  to 
produce  a  fafe  and  efFeftual  cure. 
Its  eJFefts  are  rcprefented  as  re- 
markably powerful  and  certain, 
without  the  leafl  dangerous  confe- 
quence. 

Mr.  Kerr  has  given  a  botanical 
dcfcription  of  (he  plant  in  the  Me- 
dical Commentaries,  vol.  II. 

DORONICI  GERMANICI, 
feu  Amici?^  fiores  :  Arnica  montatiie 
Lin.  S.  P.  Gernian  leopardlbane  ; 
the  leaves  and  root  [L.  £.] 

This  acrid  and  bitter  plant 
grows  in  various  mountainous  parts 
of  Europe;  that,  however,  from 
Bohemia  and  Saxony  is  preferred, 
on  account  of  its  ftronger  fmeli. 

It  has  long  been  ii'i  reputation 
in  Gennany,  as  a  re/ohent  of  congu- 
late  J  blood,  and  generally  given  after 
contufions  and  internal  bleedins;?; 
from  its  fuppofed  good  effects  in 
which  cafes,  it  has  been  called  pa- 
nacea Lapforum.  Formerly  an  infu- 
fion  or  deco^lion  in  beer,  of  2j  or 
of  tiie  herb  alone,  or  with  the 
flowers,  was  employed  :  of  late,  the 
flowers  have  been  pieferred.  Both 
are  fometimes  diuretic,  fometimes 
djnplwretti:,  and  very  often  they  oc- 
cahon  naufea,  anxiety,  and  vo- 
miting. The  flowers  are  earneflly 
recommendrd  by  Collin  inparaljic 
and  Jpafmodic  cnfts  :  he  gave  an  in- 
fufion  of  3j,  to  3iij,  to  a  pint  of 
water;  or  3j  to  3ij  of  the  powder 


mixed  with  honey  into  an  ele^luary, 
either  of  which'  was  the  quantity 
for  a  day. 

A  ftrong  infufion  of  thefe  flowers 
was  the  popular  remedy  for  inter- 
mittentsin  the  diftrift  of  Lutia.  Dr. 
Mangor,  of  Wiburg,  tried  them  in 
two  cafes  ;  an  infufion  of  half  a  ma- 
niple in  half  a  pint  of  boiling  fmall 
beer,  was  taken  warm  •  two  hours 
before  the  paroxyfm  by  each  pa- 
tient ;  one  of  whom  was  cured  by 
the  firft  dofe,  the  other  by  the  fe- 
cond.   It  vomited  both  fmartly. 

The  root  has  been  of  late  em- 
ployed in  dyfentery,  either  alone  or 
joined  with  other  remedies. 

The  arnica  has  alfo  been  recom- 
mended in  paralytic  cafes,  and  alfo 
where  a  Infs  or  diminution  of  fenfe 
arifes  from  an  affection  of  the  nerves^ 
as  in  inflances  of  amaurofis ;  in 
thefe  it  has  chiefly  been  employed 
in  infufion.  From  3j  to  of  the 
flowers  has  been  infufed  in  fbj  of 
boiling  water  and  taken  in  diffe- 
rent dofes  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

Med.  Virt.  Antifpafnodic  — 
Emetic  —  and  Cathartic. 

Prep.  Infufion  —  Kle^uary. 

DULCAMARA,  feu  Amara- 
dulcis  :  Solafiuw  dulcamara  Lin.  Sti- 
pites,  the  fialks;  Bitterfweet,  or 
woody  nightfliade  [£.] 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  inoi.l 
hedges,  and  climbs  on  the  buflies 
with  woody  brittle  ftalks.  The 
tafie  of  the  twigs  and  roots,  as  the 
name  of  the  plant  exprefles,  is  both 
hitter  and  fweet ;  the  bitternefs  be- 
ing firft  perceived,  and  the  fvveet- 
nefs  afterwards.  They  are  com- 
mended as  deobftnients  for  refolv- 
ing  coagulated  blood,  &c.  and  are 
faid  to  occafion  generally  fome 
confiderable  evacuation  by  fweat, 
urine,  or  ftool,  particularly  the 
laft. 

They  have  fometimes  been  given 
with  fuccefs  in  the  rheumatifm,  but 
do  not  always  anfwer  the  purpofe. 
They  have  alfo  been  recommended 
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in  fome  cutaneeus  dijeafes  af  the  her- 
petic kind. 

MtD.  YiVLi-.  Diaphoretic— Atte- 
uuant — CatliC.rtic. 

Prep.  Infuf.on. 

EBULI folia,  cortex,  radix  :  Sam- 
iuci  ebuHLiu.  Dwarf  elder,  or  dane- 
wort ;  the  root,  bark,  and  leaves. 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  fome 
counties  of  England;  but  about 
London  is  rarely  met  with,  unlefs 
in  gardens:  the  eye  diftinguiflies 
little  difference  betwixt  it  and  the 
elder  tree,  except  in  the  fize ;  the 
elder  being  a  pretty  large  tree,  and 
the  dwsfff  elder  only  an  herb  three 
or  four  feet   high.     The  leaves, 
roots,  and  bark  of  ebutus  have  a 
naufeous,  fliarp,  bitter  talte,  and 
a  kind  of  acrid  ungrateful  fmell  : 
thev  are  all  Jirong  cathartics,  and 
as  fuch  are  recommended  in  drop- 
fies,  and  other  cafes  where  medi- 
cines of  that  kind  are  indicated. 
The  bark  of  the  root  is  faid  to  be 
ftrongeft;  the  leaves  the  weakeft. 
J3ut  they  are  all  too  churlifli  medi- 
cines for  general  ufe ;  they  fome- 
times  evacuate  violently  upwards, 
almoft  always  naufeate  the  ftomach, 
and  occafion  great  uneafinefs  of  the 
bowels.    By  boiling  they  become 
(like  the  other  draliics)  milder,  and 
more  fafe  in  operation.  Fernelius 
relates,  that  by  long  cofbion  they 
entirely  lofe  their  purgative  virtue. 
The  berries  of  this  plant  are  like- 
wife -purgative,  but  lefs  virulent 
than  the  other  parts.    A  rob  pre- 
pared from  them  may  be  given  to 
the  quantity  of  an  ounce,  as  a  ca- 
tJuiriic ;  and  in  fmaller  dofes  as  an 
aperient   and  deobjiruent  in  chronic 
diforders;  in  this  laft  intention,  it 
it  is  faid  by  Haller  to  be  frequently 
ufed  in  Switzerland,  in  the  dofc  of 
a  dranrr. 

Med.  Virt.  Strongly  Cathartic. 
P*£P.  Rob  from  the  berries. 
ELEMI ;  Amyris  Ekmifera  Lin, 
Sp.  P,  Gum  Elemi.  [L.] 


This  is  a  refin  brought  from  the 
Spanifli  Wefl:  Indies,  and  fome- 
times  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  long 
roundi(h  cakes,  generally  wrapped 
up  in  flag  leaves.    The  belt  fort  is 
foftiih,  fomewhat  tranfparent,  of  a 
pale  whitidi  yellow  colour,  inclin- 
ing a  little  to  green,  of  a  ftrong  not 
unpleafant  fmell.    It  almofl:  totally 
di(iblves  in  pure  fpirit,  and  fends 
over  fome  part  of  its  fragrance 
along  with  this  menftruum  in  di- 
ftillation  :  diftilled  with  water,  it 
yields  a  confiderable  quantify  of 
a  pale  coloured,  thin,  fragrant,  ef- 
fentif.l  oil.    This  refin  gives  name 
to  one  of  the  officinal  unguents, 
and  is  at  prefent  fcarce  any  other- 
wife  made  ufe  of;  it  has  been  much 
employed  in  promoting  the  digeflion 
and  deter/ion  of  lootinHs,  and  feldom 
for  any  other  purpofe  ;  tnough  the 
green  is  certainly  preferable,  for  in- 
ternal  purpofes,   to  fome  othcis 
which  are  held  in  greater  efteem. 
Med.  Virt.  Stimulant. 
ELEUTHERJyE,/.'^  Cafcarilla 
cortex  [L.  £.]    Crotonis  Cafcarilla: 
Lin,  Cafcarilla  ;  a  bark  faid  to  be 
imported  into  Europe  from  one  of 
the  Bahama  iflands  called  Elathena, 
in  curled  pieces,  or  rolled  up  into 
fliort  quills,  about  an  inch  in  width, 
pretty  much  refembling  in  appear- 
ance the    Feruvianus    cortex,  but 
of  a  paler  brown  colour  on  the 
irifide,  lefs  compafl,  and  more  fri- 
able. 

Its  tafle  is  more  bitter,  yet  lefs 
difagreeable  and  lefs  rough,  than 
that  of  the  Peruvian  bark ;  with  a 
confiderably  greater  fliare  of  aro- 
matic pungency  and  heat:  the 
thin  outward  Hun,  which  is  of  a 
whiiifli  colour,  has  no  tafle.  It  is 
enfily  inflamniable,and  yields,while 
burning,  a  very  fragrant  fmell: 
tiiis  peculiar  property  diflingiridies 
the  eleiitheria  from  all  other  known 
barks. 

.StifTerus  feems  to  have  been  the 
firfl  that  employed  the  cortex  cUu- 


-.142 


THE  MATERIA  MEDICA.  Part  n. 


therue       a  medicine  in  Europe; 
he  relates  (in  his  ^/?.  laborat.  ohm. 
publiflied  in  the  year  1693)  that 
he  received  this  aromatic  bark  from 
England;  and  that,  fome  time  af- 
ter, it  was  fold  at  Briinfwick  for 
Peruvian  bark  :  that  a  tindture  of 
it  in  alkalized  vinous  fpirits,  or 
dulcified  alkaline  ones,  proved  car- 
minative and  diuretic,  and  did  con- 
fiderable  fervice  in  arthritic,  J'cor- 
lutic,  and  calculous  cafes  ;  and  that 
if  taken  immediately  after  meals, 
it  aftedied  the  head  a  little.  Elen- 
theria  was  foon  after  employed  by 
Apinus /«  an  epidemic  /ew^which 
raged  in  fome  parts  of  Norway  in 
1694  and  1695  :  this  difeafe,  which 
at  firfl  had  the  appearance  of  an 
ordinary  intermittent,   at  length 
was  accompanied   with  petechial 
fpots.     The  common  alexiphar- 
macs  and  fudorifics  were  found  in- 
etfeftual :  but  the  powder  or  ex- 
tradl   of  this   bark,  joined  with 
them,  proved  fuccefsfiil,  even  after 
petechiae  had  come  forth  :  dyfen- 
tcries  fucceeding  the  fever  luere  re- 
moved by  the  fame  /nediciue.  Dtu'ing 
the  ufe  of  the  eleutheria,  tlie  patient 
generally  fweated  plentifully,  with- 
out lofs  of  firength,  or  other  incon- 
venience :  the  belly  was  likewife 
kept  open ;  thofe   who   did  not 
fweat,  had  three  or  four  ftools  a 
day  :  where  the  menftrual  or  hre- 
morrhoidal  fluxes  were  fiippreffed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  diforder, 
they  generally,  upon  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine,  re-appearcd.  Among 
the  Germ,ans,  the  eleutheria  is  at 
prefent  in  very  great  efteem,  and 
frcqiier.tiy  employed  againjl  co?n- 
vion  intermit  tents,  in  preference  to 
the  Peruvian  bark,  ns  being  lefs 
fubjefi   to   fome  inconveniences 
which,  the  latter,  on  account  of  its 
greater  aftringency,  is  apt  to  oc- 
cafion  ;    it  is  alfo    given,  with 
fuccefs,  in  flatulent  colics,  intcKtial 
ha:morrhages,  ^f enterics,    the  d'lar- 
rhcea  of  acute  fevers,  and  otlier  fimi- 


lar  diforders.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  French  academy  found  this 
bark  of  excellent  fervice  in  an  epi- 
demic d-fentery  in  the  year  1719: 
in  which  ipecacuanha  proved  in- 
elTeftnal.  M.  Bouldnc  obfervcd, 
that  this  latter  left  a  lownefs  and 
weaknefs  of  (lomach,  which  con- 
tinued for  a  lone  time,  whillt  eleu- 
theria  foon  raifed  the  ftrength,  and 
promoted  appetite.  Among  us  the 
ufe  of  this  bark  is  not  yet  fo  gene- 
ral as  it  feems  to  defcrvc:  infufions 
of  it  are  fometimes  direfted  for  pro-' 
moting  expeftoration.  It  is  given 
in  form  of  tin£lure,  powder,  and 
extraft.  The  dofe  of  the  former  is 
from  one  to  three  drams  repeatedly 
ill  any  convenient  vehicle;  and  of 
the  two  latter,  from  ten  to  thirty 
grains. 

Med.  Virt.  Tonic — Stomachic. 
Pr li p.  Tinflure  —  Povjder —  Ex- 
trad:. 

ENDIVItE  radix,  folia:  Ci- 
chorii  endivi^  Lin.  Endive :  the 
roots  and  leaves  [J?.] 

Endive  is  raifed  in  gardens  for 
culinary  ufe.  It  is  a  gentle  cooler 
and  aperient,  nearly  of  the  fame 
quality  with  the  ciclorium.  The 
feeds  are  ranked  among  the  four 
lelTer  cold  feeds. 

ENUL^  CAMPANyE :  Inula 
helenium  Lin.  S.  P.  Elecampane  ; 
the  root  [Z,.] 

This  is  a  very  large  downy  plant, 
fometimes  found  wild  in  moift  rich 
foils.  The  root,  efpecially  when 
dry,  has  an  agreeable  aromatic 
fmell :  its  tafte,  on  firft  chewing, 
is  glutinous,  and  as  it  were  fome- 
what  rancid  ;  in  a  little  time  it 
difcovers  an  aromatic  bitternefs, 
which  by  degrees  becomes  confi- 
derably  acrid  and  pungent.  Ele- 
campane root  is  principally  recom- 
mended for  promoting  expeBoration  in 
huikoural  njthmas  and  coughs  :  libe- 
rally taken,  it  is  faid  to  excite  urinr^ 
and  htjf  n  the  belly.  In  fome  parts 
of  Germany^  large  quantitit*  of 
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this  root  are  candied,  and  ufed  as 
« jiomachic,  for  Jirenthening  the  tone 
of  the  -aifcera  in  general^  and  for  at- 
tenuating tenacious  juices.  Spirituous 
liquor?  extraft  its  virtues  in  greater 
perfection  than  watery  ones  :  the 
former  fcarce  elevate  any  thing  in 
diftillation  :  with  the  latter  an  ef- 
fential  oil  arifes,  which  concretes 
into  white  flakes :  this  pofleffes  at 
firft  the  flavour  of  the  elecampane, 
but  is  very  apt  to  lofe  it  in  keep- 
ing. Its  dofe  is  from  twenty  to 
lixty  grains  powdered, 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient  2L.nii  Diu- 
retic. 

Prep.  Candied  —  Powder. 

ERUCjE  femen  :  Brajjicie  Erucea 
Lin.  Rocket ;  the  feeds.  > 

This  was  formerly  much  culti- 
▼ated  in  gardens  for  medicinal  ufe, 
and  for  fallads,  but  is  at  prefent 
lefs  common.  In  appearance,  it 
refembles  muftard,  but  is  eafilv  di- 
ftinguifhable  by  the  fmoothnefs  of 
its  leaves,  and  its  difagreeable  fmell. 
The  feeds  have  a  pungent  tafte,  of 
the  muftard  kind,  but  weaker  : 
they  have  long  been  celebrated  as 
epkrodifacs,  and  may,  probably, 
have  in  fome  cafes  a  title  to  this 
rirtue,  in  common  with  other  acrid 
plants. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant. 

ERY>7GII  radix  :  Ery?igii  tnari- 
timi  C.  B.  Lin.  S.  P.  Ervngo,  or 
fea  holly;  the  root  [L.  E.] 

This  plant  grows  plentifully  on 
fome  of  our  fandy  and  gravelly 
■ftiores ;  the  roots  are  flender,  and 
vfryiong;  of  a  pleafant  fweetifli 
tafte,  which,  on  chewing  them  for 
fome  time,  is  followed  by  a  light 
degree  of  aromatic  warmth  and  a- 
crimony.  They  are  confidertd  as 
aperient  and  diuretic,  and  have  alfo 
been  celebrated  as  aphrodijiac  ;  their 
virtues  however  are  too  weak  to 
admit  them  under  the  head  of  me- 
dicines. The  candied  root  is  or- 
dered to  be  kept  in  the  fhops. 

MsD.  Virt,  Aftrient'm'Dmttic. 


ERYSIMI  foUa:  Ery/!,ni  offici- 
nal'u  Lin.     Hedge  muilard;  thef' 
leaves. 

This  is  a  low  hairy  plant,  com- 
mon in  wafte  places,  and  by  way- 
fides.  The  leaves  are  faid  to  pro- 
mote expeflorat'nn,  excite  urine,  and  the 
other  fluid  fccretions,  attenuate  and 
dijfolve  vifcid  juices,  Sec.  Thrs  they 
are  fuppofed  to  perform  by  an  a- 
crimonious  ftimulating  quality ; 
but  the  tafte  difcovers  in  them  only 
an  herbaceous  foftnefsvoid  of  acri- 
mony :  the  feeds  indeed  are  conli- 
derably  pungent,  and  the  roots  in 
fome  fmall  degree.  It  has  been  in 
cftimation  for  the  curing  of  hoarfe- 
nefs,  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  efl^'eft 
by  a  gentle  ftimulus  on  the  glands 
of  the  fauces.  The  juice  fiiould 
be  made  ufe  of  mixed'  with  an 
equal  part  of  fugar,  or  honey ; 
two  or  three  fpoonfuUs  of  which 
may  be  taken  occafionallyy  and 
gradually  fwallowed:  in  its  ftead, 
horfe-radifli  may  be  ufed,  which 
often  produces  the  fame  effect. — 
See  Raphanus  rusticanus. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant — Attenu- 
ant — Diuretic. 

Prep.  Juice. 

EUPATORII  C4NN-ABINI 
Un.  folia:  Hemp  agrimony,  water 
agrimony,  or  water  hemp  ;  the 
leaves. 

This  plant  is  found  wild  by  the 
fides  of  rivers  and  ditches.  It  has 
an  acrid  fmell,  and  a  very  bitter 
tafte,  with  a  confiderable  fl\are  of 
pungency.  The  leaves  are  greatlr 
recommended  for  firengthening  the 
tone  of  the  vifccra,  and  as  an  aperient; 
and  faid  to  have  excellent  effefts 
in  the  dropfv,  jaundice^  cachexies,  and 
fcorbuiic  difordcrs.  Boerhaave  in- 
forms us,  that  this  is  the  common 
medicine  of  the  tuvf-diggers  in 
Holland,  againfl fcurv:es,foul  ulcers^ 
and  fjjellings  in  the  feet,  to  wliich 
they  are  fubjeft.  The  root  of  thi$ 
jilant  is  faid  to  operate  as  a  Jlrong 
catharlic. 
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Mud.  Virt.  Atttnuant  —  Corro- 
iornnf. 

EUPHORBIUM.  Euphorbia  offi- 
cmaruui  Lin.  A  gummy  refin  ex- 
uding from  a  large  oriental  flirub. 
It  is  brought  to  us  immediately 
from  Barbary,  in  drops  of  an  irre- 
gular form  ;  fome  of  which,  upon 
being  broken,  are  found  to  contain 
little  thorns,  fmall  twigs,  flowers, 
and  other  vegetable  matters  ;  others 
are  hollow,  without  any  thing  in 
their  cavity:  the  tears  in  general 
are  of  a  pale  yellow  colour  exter- 
nally, fomewhat  white  withinfide  : 
they  eafily  break  betwixt  the  fin- 
gers. Lightly  applied  to  the 
tongue,  they  affeft  it  with  a  very 
fliarp  biting  tafte  :  and,  upon  be- 
ing held  for  fome  time  in  the 
mouth,  prove  vehemently  acri- 
monious, inflaming,  and  exulcerat- 
ing  the  fauces,  &c.  Euphorbium 
is  extremely  troublefome  to  pul- 
verife  ;  the  finer  part  of  the  pow- 
der, which  flies  off,  afFefting  the 
bead  in  a  violent  manner.  The 
acrimony  is  fo  great  as  to  render 
it  abfolutely  unfit  for  any  internal 
ufe  ;  and  we  think,  with  Hoffman 
and  others,  that  it  ough^  to  be  ex- 
punged from  the  catalogue  of  in- 
ternal medicines. 

FERRUM  et  CH  ALYBS  {L.  £.] 
Iron  and  fteel  [L.  £.] 

Steel  is  accounted  lefs  proper 
for  medicinal  ufe  than  the  fofter 
iron,  as  being  afted  upon  with 
more  difficulty  by  the  animal  juices 
and  the  common  menftrua  :  iron 
diflblves  readily  in  all  acids,  and 
rufts  freely  in  the  air,  efpecially  if 
occafionaily  moidened  with  water; 
fleel  requires  a  longer  time  for  its 
folution,  and  does  not  ruft  fo 
eafilv. 

The  general  virtues  of  thefe  me- 
tals, and  the  feveral  preparations 
of  them,  are,  io  corijlrhige  the  fibres^ 
to  (ju'iclicn  the  cinuiatmi,  to  frovwte 
the  dijlcieiit  fccrettons  in  the  remoter 


parts,  ahd  at  the  fame  time  nprefs 
inordinate  difcharges  into  the  intijllnal 
tube.  After  the  ufe  of  them,  if 
they  take  efFcft,  the  pulfe  is  very 
fenfibly  raifcd ;  the  colour  of  the 
face,  though  before  pale,  clianges 
to  a  florid  red  ;  the  aKine,  urinary, 
and  cuticiilar  excretions,  are  in- 
creafed.  Nidorous  eru^ations,  and 
the  faces  voided  of  a  black  colour,  arc 
marks  of  their  taking  due  cffe3. 

An  aperient  virtue  is  ufually  at- 
tributed to  fume  of  the  preparations  of 
iron,  aiid  an  ajlringeyit  to  others  j 
but  in  reality,  they  all  produce  the 
efFefts  both  of  aperients  and  aftrin- 
gents,  and  feem  to  differ  only  in 
degree.  Thofe  diftirguiflied  by 
the  name  of  aftringent  fometimes 
occafion  a  very  copious  difcharge 
of  urine,  or  a  diarrhoea ;  whilft 
thofe  called  aperient  frequently 
flop  thefe  evacuations. 

Where  either  a  prseternatural 
difcharge,  orfuppreflion  of  natural 
fecretions,  proceeds  from  a  languor 
and  lluggiflinefs  of  the  fluids,  and 
weaknefs  of  the  folids,  this  metal, 
by  increafing  the  motion  of  the 
former,  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
latter,  will  fupprefs  the  flux,  or 
remove  the  fuppredion  :  but  where 
the  circulation  is  already  too  quick, 
the  folids  too  tenfe  and  rigid,  where 
there  is  any  ftrifture  or  fpafmodic 
contra<5lion  of  the  veflels  ;  iron, 
and  all  the  preparations  of  it,  will 
aggravate  equally  both  diftem- 
pers. 

Though  the  different  prepara- 
tions of  iron  aft  all  in  the  fame 
manner,  yet  they  are  not  equally 
proper  in  all  conftitutions.  Where 
acidities  abound  in  the  firft  paf- 
fages,  the  crude  filings,  reduced  into 
a  fine  powder,  prove  more  fervice- 
able  than  the  mofl  elaborate  pre- 
paration of  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  where  there  is  no  acid  in 
the  primje  vi.-c,  the  metal  reqi;ires 
to  be  previoufly  opened  by  faliiie 
menftrua :  heuce  a  folution  of  iron 
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in  acid  liquors  has  in  many  cafes 
excellent  eitejfts,  where  (as  Bocr- 
baave  obferves)  the  more  iiuligefti- 
ble  preparations,  as  the  calces  made 
bv  lire,  have  Icarce  any  effeA  at 
all.  If  alkalefcent  juices  be  lodged 
ill  the  fromach,  this  metal,  though 
eiven  in  a  liquid  form,  proves  at 
leall  ufelefs;  for  here'  the  acid  fol- 
vent  is  abiorbed  by  the  alkaline 
matters  whicii  it  meets  with  in  the 
body,  fo  as  to  leave  the  iron  re- 
duced to  an  inaflive  calx. 

Chalybeate  medicines  are  like- 
wife  fuppofed  to  differ,  indepen- 
dent of  differences  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  acid  united  with  the  metal : 
vegetable  acids  fuperadd  a  deter- 
gent and  aperient  virtue ;  com- 
bined with  the  vitriolic,  the  metal 
acts  in  the  firft  paflages  powerfully 
as  an  aperient ;  whilft  the  nitrous 
renders  it  extremely  ftyptic  j  and 
the  marine,  ftill  more  fo. 

The  ruft  of  iron  has  been  found 
one  of  the  befl;  preparations  of 
iron,  as  there  is  generally  a  preva- 
lent acid  in  the  ftomach,  efpecially 
iu  cafes  where  it  is  moft  likely  to 
be  nfeful,  which  uniting  with  the 
ruft  forms  an  aftive  fait,  poffeired 
of  aftringent  and  tonic  povvers, 
upon  the  exertion  of  which  all  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  chaly- 
beates  depends. 

The  prepared  ruft  may  be  begun 
with  in  dofes  of  five  grains,  and 
increafed  further  to  as  much  as 
the  ftnmach  will  bear;  and  if  there 
are  aromatics  joined  with  it,  its 
efficacy  will  be  increafed. 

iVIed.  Virt.  Jjjlringent  and  To- 
nic. 

Pre^».  See  the  third  part  of  this 
Work,  under  Preparations  of  Iron. 
FILICI3  MARIS  radix:  Poly- 
I'ilicis  Maris  Lin.  Common 
••  '  -  fern  ;  the  root  [E.] 

This  vegetable  is  found  growing 
i  in  every  part  of  Britain  in  great 


abundance  on  uncultivated  ground. 

The  greatelt  part  of  the  root  Hes 
horizontally  ;  it  confifts  ol  a  great 
number  of  long  blackiflj  fibres, 
matted  together,  and  illuing  from 
a  thick  knoity  head  :  it  has  a  great 
number  of  appendages  placed  clofe*. 
to  each  other  in  a  vertical  direc- ' 
tion,  while  a  number  of  fmall  fi- 
bres ftrike  downwards.  The  large 
root,  together  with  the  appendages, 
are  to  bereferved.  The  two  ends, 
however,  are  to  be  cut  off;  the 
one  being  too  old  and  fpongy  ;  the 
other,  too  new  and  green. 

This  root  has  been  lately  cele- 
brated as  an  efficacious  remedy  a- 
gainft  the  taenia,  or  tape-worm  : 
and  indeed  it  appears  to  have  been 
known  to  the  ancients,  and  ufcd 
with  this  view,  as  it  is  mentioned 
by  Diofcorides,  Theophraftus,  and. 
Galen.  Notwithftanding  which, 
it  had  fallen  into  difrepute,  and 
was  negle£led,  till  Madame  Nou- 
fer,  a  furgeon's  widow,  had  ac- 
quired much  celebrity  by  emphjy- 
ing  it  asii  fpecific  in  the  cure  of  this 
malady.  It  was  exhibited  in  the 
following  manner;  To  the  patient 
was  given  an  emollient  giyller,  and 
a  fupper  of  panada  with  butter 
and  faiit ;  then  in  the  morning,  if 
an  adult.,  while  in  bed,'  two  or 
three  drams  of  the  powder  of  male 
fern  recently  gathered ;  if  ««  infemt, 
one  dram,  waflied  doAVii  with  wa- 
ter; and  two  hours  after  a  ftrong 
cathartic,  compofcd  of  calomel 
and  fcamraony,  was  exhibited,,  pro- 
portioned to  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient.  Should  this  not  operate 
in  due  time,  a  dofe  of  purging  fait 
was  to  fuccecd  ;  and  if  the  u'oi  m 
was  not  expelled  in  a  few  hours, 
this  procefs  at  proper  intervals  was 
to  be  repeated.  That  this  mode 
has  fucceeded  there  can  be  no 
doubf,  becaufe  it  has  been  proved 
in  fcveral  cafes  :  but  whether  the 
fern-root  or  the  cathartic  produces 
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the  eftcft  is  \incertain  ;  becaufe,  in 
I'everal  trials  which  have  been 
inade  with  the  fern  root  in  Scot- 
land, it  has  been  found  that  tlie 
ftomach  ca^i  bear  confulerable 
quantities,  without  the  fmallcft 
inconvenience,  and  when  given 
by  itfeif  it  had  no  fenfible  effefts. 
In  Germany,  however,  it  has  been 
faid,  that  the  taenia  has  been  ex- 
pelled by  the  fern-root  repeatedly 
exhibited,  without  the  alliftance  of 
any  other  medicine. 

Med.  Virt.  j^nthelmintic  and 
Deobjlrttent. 

Pr  ep.  Poivder. 

FILIPENDVLjE  radix:  Sbi- 
rh^ fiUpendulcs  Lm.  Dropwort ;  the 
root. 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  fields 
and  chalky  grounds  :  the  root  con- 
lifts  of  a  number  of  tubercles,  faft- 
ened  together  by  flender  firings ; 
its  taflc  is  rough  and  bitterifli, 
with  a  flight  degree  of  pungency. 
Thefe  qualities  point  out  its  ufe  in 
a  flaccid  flate  of  the  veflels,  and  in 
a  lliiggiflinefs  of  the  juices:  the 
natural  evacuations  are,  in  fome 
meafure,  reflrained  or  promoted  by 
it,  where  the  excefs  or  deficiency 
proceeds  from  this  caufe.  Hence 
Ibme  have  recommended  it  as  an 
bjlrbigcnt  in  dyfenteries^  immoderate 
uterine  fluors,  &c.  others  as  a  diu- 
retic ;  and  others  as  an  aperient  and 
deabpuent  in  fcrophulovs  habits.  At 
prefent  it  is  wholly  difregarded. 

M  li  D .  V I RT .  AJlringent  —  Cor- 
roborant. 

FLAMMULA  JOVIS  Stoerck. 
Ph.  Edinh.  Cltmatis  reHa  Lin. 
Upright  Virgin's  Bower  [£.] 

This  fpecies  of  clematis,  diflin- 
guiflied  by  its  pinnated  oval  leaves 
and  ereft  ftalks,  grows  wild  in 
thickets  in  the  fouthern  parts  of 
France  and  Germany.  Its  leaves 
and  flowers  are  extremely  acrid  ; 
the  former,  when  frefh,  raifing 
bliflers  on  the  part  to  which  they 
are  applied. 


The  flammula  Jovis  is  one  of  thn 
new  medicines  introduced  by  Dr. 
Stoerck.  He  has  publiflied  feverai 
cafes  of  its  efficacy  in  cattceronsy 
venereal^  and  other  malignant  ulcer:., 
objlinate  pains  of  the  head  and  bones., 
inveterate  itchy  and  other  difeafci 
proceeding  from  peculiar  acrimo 
ny.  It  was  ufed  internally,  in  in- 
fufion  of  the  leaves,  two  or  thrtr 
drams  to  a  pint  of  boiling  water  ; 
four  ounces  three  times  a  (3ay;  and 
the  powder  was  fprinkled  on  the 
ulcers  externally,  where  it  was 
found  to  act  as  a  moft  excellent  ef- 
charotic  and  detergent.  The  me- 
dicine is  faid  to  have  proved  diu- 
retic to  fome,  and  Judorijic  to  others, 
but  rarely  to  have  moved  the  belly. 
Small  dofes,  of  only  half  a  grain  of 
the  extracT',  and  half  a  dram  of  the 
dried  leaves  in  infufion,  were  at 
firft  exhibited,  which  were  gradu- 
ally increafed. 

Med.  Virt.  Strongly  .^cr id  and 
Stimulant. 

Prep.  In/ujion  —  Powder  —  Ex- 
tra^. 

FCENICULl  DULCIS  radix^ 
Jcmen  :  Anethi  Fceniculi  varietas  Lin. 
S.  P.  Common  fennel ;  the  roots 
[£.  L.]  _  . 

The  fweet  fennel  is  fmaller  in  all 
its  parts  than  the  common,  except 
the  feeds,  which  are  confiderably 
larger.  The  feeds  of  the  two  forti 
differ  likewife  in  fliape  and  colour: 
thofe  of  the  common  are  roundifli, 
oblong,  flattifli  on  one  fide,  and 
protuberant  on  the  other,  of  a  dark 
almoft  blackifli  colour ;  thofe  of 
the  fweet  are  longer,  narrower, 
not  fo  flat,  generally  crooked,  and 
of  a  whitifli  or  pale  ycHov/ifh  co- 
lour. Both  forts  are  cultivated  in 
our  gardens  :  the  comnion  is  a  per- 
ennial plant  :  the  fweet  perilhes 
after  it  has  given  feed  ;  nor  do  kp 
feeds  come  to  fuch  perfection  ia 
this  climate  as  thofe  which  we  re- 
ceive from  Germany.  » 

The  feeds  of  both  the  fennels. 
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have  an  aromatic  fmell,  and  a 
moclerattly  warm,  pungent  t;tfte  : 
th:)ie  of  the  fcrniciilum  dulce  are  in 
flavour  mod  agreeable,  and  have 
alfo  a  confiderable  degree  of  fweet- 
iihne's :  hence  our  colleo;e  have 
directed  the  life  of  thcfe  only. 
They  are  ranked  among  the  four 
greater  hot  feed?,  and  not  unde- 
lervedly  looked  upon  as  good  Jlo- 
machics  and  carminatives. 

The  root  is  far  lefs  warm,  but 
has  more  of  a  fweetifli  taf^e,  than 
the  feed.-;  it  is  one  of  the  five 
roots  called  openers ;  and  has  fonie- 
times  been  direfted  in  aperient 
apozems.  Boerhaave  fays,,  that 
this  root  agrees  in  tafte,  fmeil,  and 
medical  qualities,  with  the  cele- 
brated g'^'ipng  of  tlie  Chinefe  ; 
from  which,  however,  it  appears 
to  be  very  confiderably  different. 

The  leaves  of  fennel  are  weaker 
than  either  the  roots  or  feeds,  and 
have  very  rarely  been  employed 
for  any  medicinal  ufe. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic  —  Stimu- 
lant —  Carminative. 

Prep.  Diftilkd  Water— EJfential 
Oil. 

fCEXI  G^RCl  femeti  :  Trigo- 
nellis  fcenigraci  Lin.  Fcenugreek  ; 
the  feeds  [L.  £.] 

This  plant  is  cultivated  chiefly 
in  tiie  fouthern  parts  of  F  ance, 
Germany,  and  in  Italy ;  whence 
the  feeds  are  brought  to.  us.  They 
are  of  a  yellow  colour,  a  rhom- 
boidal  figure  ;  a  difagreeable  ftrong 
fmell,  and  a  mucilaginous  tafte. 
Their  principal  ufe  is  in  cataplafms, 
fomentations,  and  the  like,  and  in 
emollient  glvfters. 

FR  AG  Ak  I/EfoliajTuBtu Fra- 
garia  vefcce  Lin.  The  ftraw  berry 
bufl*)  ;  its  leaves  and  fruit. 

The  leaves  are  fomewhat  ftyp- 
tic,  and  bitterifli  ;  and,  hence,  may 
be  of  feme  fervice  in  debility  and 
laxity  of  the  vifcera  ;  and  immoderate 
/ecretions,  or  a  fupprejpon  of  the  natu- 
ral evacuations  depending  thereon  : 


they  are  recommended  in  hismor- 
rhages  and_/?«.v.'/ ;  and  iikewife  as 
ape  rients.,  in  fupprfjfions  of  urine ^  ob- 
Jiruflioiis  of  the  vifcera,  in  the  jaun- 
dice, &c.  The  fruit  is  in  general 
very  grateful  both  to  the  pahite  and 
flomach :  like  other  fruits  of  the 
dulco-acid  kind,  they  abate  heat, 
quench  thirft,  loofen  the  belly,  and 
promote  urine  ;  but  do  not  afford 
much  nourlfliment.  Geoffroy  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  urine  of  thofe  who 
eat  liberally  of  this  fruit,  becomes 
impregnated  with  its  fragrant  fmell. 

xMed.  Virt,  Jfringent  —  Cor- 
roborant— and  Refrigerant. 

FRAXINELL.<E,  fu  Diaamni 
aihi  Lin.  radix.  White  or  baftard 
Dittany  ;  the  root  [£.] 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  the 
mountainous  p^is  of  France,  Italy, 
and  Germany;  whence  the  corti- 
cal part  of  the  root,  dried  and 
rolled  up  into  qiijlls,  is  fometimes 
brought  to  us.  This  is  of  a  white 
colour  ;  a  weak,  not  very  agree- 
able fmell;  and  a  durable  bitter, 
lightly  pungent  tafte.  Though  it 
is  not  regarded  by  common  prac- 
tice, nor  ofte-n  kept  in  the  fliops, 
yet  it  is  undoubtedly  a  medicine  of 
confiderable  power.  It  was  for- 
merly ufed  as  a  fiomachic  and  tonic^ 
and  fuppofed  to  be  efficacious  in 
removing  uterine  obJlruQions  and  de- 
firoyitig worms ;  baron  Stoerck  fpeaks 
of  its  fuccefs  in  tertian  intermittents^ 
zvor>ns,  and  menflrual  fupprcfjlom  : 
the  dofe,  a  fern  pie  of  the  powder 
twice  a  day.  In  epilepfies^  a  tinc- 
ture, made  of  two  ounces  of  the 
frefli  root  to  fourteen  of  fpirits  of 
wine,  was  fuccefsfully  prefcribed, 
in  dofes  of  from  twenty  to  fifty 
drops  given  two  or  three  times  a 
(lav  ;  and  when  joined  with  fteel, 
this  rort,  to  cl.Lrotic  patients^  ha^ 
been  of  great  fervice. 

Med.Vip.t.  Stimulant — Diapho- 
retic. 

Prep.  Powder  —  TinHure. 
FRAXlh'I    cortex    et  femen  : 
h  a 
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Fraxini  excelfioris  Lin.  The  afli- 
tree  :  its  bark  and  feeds. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  is  mode- 
rately njlrin^ent^  and  as  fiich  has 
fometimcs  been  made  ufe  of;  the 
feeds,  which  are  foniewhat  acrid, 
have  been  employed  as  aperienis. 
There  are  fo  many  other  medicines 
rnore  agreeable,  and  more  effica- 
cious for  thefe  intentions,  that  all 
the  parts  of  the  afli  tree  have  long 
been  negledted.  It  yields  volatile 
and  fixed  alkali,  empyreumatic  oil, 
and  earth,  when  chemically  ana- 
lyfed. 

Med.  Virt.  Apingent  —  Sti- 
mulant. 

FULIGO  liv^norum  combujloruin. 
Wood-foot  [£.] 

This,  concrete  is  of  a  fliining 
black  colour,  a  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  an  acrid,  bitter,  naiifeous  tafte. 
Its  chief  ufe  is  in  hyjleric  cnfes,  in 
u-hich  it  is  fometimes  given  in  con- 
junction with  the  fetid  gums.  Its 
virtues  are  extrafted  both  by  wa- 
tery and  fpirituous  liquors,  each 
of  which,  if  the  foot  be  of  a  good 
kind,  difTolves  about  one  fixth. 
Soot  is  faid  to  differ  greatly  in 
quality,  according  to  the  wood 
from  which  it  was  produced :  the 
more  refinous  the  wood,  the  more 
the  foot  abounds  with  oily  matter. 

Med.  Virt.  Antifpafmodic. 

F  U  M  A  R folia  :  f  urn  aria  of- 
ficinalis. Lin.  Fumitory  :  the  leaves 

This  is  a  comrrvon  weed  in  flia- 
dy  cultivated  grounds,  producing 
fpikes  of  purplitli  flowers,  in  May 
and  June.  It  is  very  juicy,  of  a 
bitter  tafte,  without  any  remark- 
able fmell.  The  medical  efFeds  of 
this  herb  are,  to  frcngthcn  the  tone  of 
ihe  boivels.,  gently  loofen  the  belly ^  and 
■promote  the  urinaiy  and  other  natural 
fccretions.  It  is  principally  recom- 
mended m  melancholic^  fcorbutic,  and 
ciitaneous  diforders ;  for  opening  ob- 
firu£lions  of  the  vifcera,  attenuating 
md  projnoting  the  evacuation  of  vifcid 


juices,  Frederick  Hoffman  had  a 
very  great  opinion  of  it  as  a  pu- 
rifier of  the  blood  ;  and  aflures  us, 
that  in  this  intention  ftarce  any 
plant  exceeds  it.  Both  watery  and 
fpirituous  menftrua  extradl  its  vir- 
tues. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulating — Atte- 
nuant — and  Antifcorhut'ic. 

GALA^GJE  MINORIS  radix  : 
Maranta  Galatiga  Lin.  Galangal  j 
a  root  brought  from  China. 

This  root  comes  to  us  in  pieces 
fcarce  an  inch  long,  and  not  half 
fo  thick,  full  of  joints,  with  feve- 
ral  circular  rings  on  theoutfide; 
of  an  aromatic  fmell,  and  a  bit- 
terifli,  hot,  biting  tafte.  Galan- 
gal is  a  warm  ftomachic  bitter :  it 
has  been  frequently  prefcribed  in 
bitter  infnfions,  but  the  flavour  it 
gives  is  not  agreeable. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic. 

GALBANUM.  BubonGalbanum 
Lin.  S.  P.  [L.  JE.] 

This  is  the  concrete  juice  of  an 
African  plant  of  the  ferulaceous 
kind.  The  juice,  as  brought  to  us, 
is  femipellucid,  foft,  tenacious;  df 
a  ftrong,  and,  to  fome,  unpleafant 
fmell;  and  a  bitterifli  warm  tafte: 
the  better  fort  is  in  pale-coloured 
mafles,  which,  on  being  opened, 
appear  compofed  of  clear  white 
tears.  Geoffroy  relates,  that  a 
dark  greenifli  oil  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed from  this  fimple  by  diftillation, 
which,  upon  repeated  reftifica- 
tions,  becomes  of  an  elegant  (ley- 
blue  colour.  The  purer  forts  of 
galbanum  are  faid  bv  fome  to  dif- 
folve  entirely  in  wine,  vinegar,  or 
water  :  but  thefe  liquors  are  only 
partial  menftrua  with  regard  to  this 
drug ;  nor  <io  fpirit  of  wine,  or 
oils,  prove  more  effeftual  in  this 
refpeft  :  the  beft  diftolvent  is  k 
mixture  of  two  parts  of  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  one  of  water.  Galba- 
num agrees  in  virtue  with  gum  am- 
moniacum ;  but  is  generally  confi- 
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dered  as  lefs  efficacious  in  a.'ihmas^ 
and  mme  fo  in  hyjieri::tl  complaints. 
Dillblvcd  in  vinegar,  it  has  been 
luccefsfully  employed  in  indolent 
tumours;  and,  united  with  com- 
mon plafters,  it  promotes  fuppu- 
nuion. 

Med.  Virt.  Antihjieric  —  Sup- 
purant. 

Prep.  Ttnaure— Pills— Plapr. 
The  tinfture  is  given  up  tp  a  dram 
or  more  in  nervous  complaints. 

GALL^  \_L.  £.]  Galls. 

Thefe  are  excrefcences,  in  the 
■vrarmer  countries,  caufed  by  an 
infect  upon  the  leaf  and  tender 
foot-ftalks  of  the  quercus  rcbur.  The 
animal  within  the  gall  eats  its  way 
through ;  thofe  which  have  no 
hole  are  found  to  have  the  in- 
fetfl  remaining  in  them.  The  beft 
galls  come  from  Aleppo  :  thefe  are 
not  quite  round  and  fmooth  like 
tlie  other  forts,  and  have  feveral 
tubercles  on  the  furface. 

The  Aleppo  galls  are  the  ftrong- 
eft,  as  two  of  thefe  are  equal  to 
three  of  the  other.  Their  virtues 
are  fimilar  to  the  oak  bark,  but 
pofTefs  a  greater  degree  of  ftyptic 
and  aftringent  power.  A  mixture 
of  galis  with  a  bitter  and  aro- 
matic has  been  propofed  as  a  fub- 
flitute  for  the  Peruvian  bark  :  and 
it  has  been  faid  that  by  the  inter- 
nal ufe  of  galls  intcrmittents  have 
been  cured.  In  painful  ftates  of 
the  piles,  an  ointment  made  of 
powdered  galls  one  part,  and  hog's 
lard  eight  parts,  has  been  recom- 
mended as  an  efficacious  remedy. 

Galls  have  a  very  auftere  ftyptic 
tafte,  without  any  fmell  :  they  are 
lery Jlnng  ajlringcnts.,  and  as  fuch 
have  been  fometimes  ufed  both 
internally  and  externally,  but  are 
not  much  taken  notice  of  by  the 
prefent  practice. 

Med.  Virt.  AJlringcnl. 

Pr  EP.  Ointment  —  Powder  —  In- 
fufon. 

■GAMBOGIA  [L.  E.-\  Gam- 


boge; a  folid  concrete  juice, 
brought  from  the  Eall  Indies,  in 
large  cakes  or  rolls.  The  beft 
fort  is  of  a  deep  yellow  or  orange 
colour,  and  breaks  ftiining  and  free 
from  drofs.  It  has  no  fmell,  and 
very  little  tafte,  unlefs  kept  in  the 
mouth  for  fome  time  ;  when  it 
imprefles  a  flight  fenfe  of  acrimo- 
ny. It  immediately  commimicates 
to  fpirit  of  wine  a  bright  golden 
colour,  and  almoft  entirely  difTolves 
in  it,  GeofFroy  fays,  except  the 
fixth  part:  alkaline  falts  enable 
water  to  aft  upon  this  fubftance 
powerfully  as  a  menftruum  :  the 
folution  made  by  their  means  is 
fomewhat  .tranfparent,  of  a  deep 
blood-red  colour,  and  pafles  the 
filtre :  the  dulcified  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac  readily  and  entirely  dif- 
folves  it,  and  takes  up  a  confider- 
able  quantity;  and,  what  is  re- 
markable, this  folution  mixes  ei- 
ther with  water  or  fpirit,  without 
growing  turbid. 

Gamboge  evacuates  powerfully 
loth  upiuarJs  and  downwards .  HoflF- 
man  and  fome  others  condem.n  it 
as  afting  with  too  great  violence, 
and  occafioning  dangerous  hyper- 
catharfes  :  whilft  others  are  of  a 
cantrary  opinion.  Geoffroy  feems 
particularly  fond  of  this  medicine, 
and  informs  us,  that  he  has  fre- 
quently given  it,  from  two  to  four 
grains,  without  its  proving  at  all 
emetic ;  that  from  four  to  eight 
grains,  it  both  vomits  and  purges, 
without  violence;  that  its  opera- 
tion is  Toon  over;  and  that  if  giv- 
en in  a  liquid  form,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  diluted,  it  ftands  not  in 
'need  of  any  correftor  ;  that,  in  the 
form  of  a  bolus  or  pill,  it  is  moft 
apt  to  prove  emetic,  but  very 
/•rarely  has  this  efFefl:  if  joined  with 
mercurius  dulcis.  He  neverthelefs 
cautions  againft  its  ufe  where  'the 
patient  cannot  eafily  bear  vo- 
miting. 

This  is  confidered  as  a  powerful 
L  3 
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fijtJia^ogue,  and  often  given  in 
dropfy ;  tlioiigh  generally  united 
with  jalap,  and  cream  of  tartar,  or 
•vvitli  calomel,  which  admixture 
renders  its  operation  more  eafy. 
Dr.  Cullcn  tried  it  alone  in  dofes 
of  three  or  four  grains,  rubbed 
down  with  a  little  fugar,  and  re- 
pealed every  three  hours;  in  this 
way  he  found  it  operate  without 
vomiting  or  griping ;  and  after 
three  or  four  fuch  exhibitions  a 
great  deal  of  water  was  evacuated 
both  by  ftool  and  urine. 

It  has  been  given  with  fuccefs 
for  the  expulfion  of  the  tjenia  lata, 
in  dofes,  it  is  faid,  of  fifteen  grains, 
to  which  was  added  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  vegetable  alkali;  and  if  the 
worm  is  not  expelled  in  two  or  three 
hours,  it  may  be  repeated  even  to 
the  third  time  with  fafety  and  effi- 
cacy. It  is  alfo  alferted  that,  to  de- 
licate comlitutions,  it  has  been 
given  even  to  this  extent. 

Med.  Virt.  Emetic  —  Cathar- 
tic. 

..  GENIST^E/o/;«,/<;wf»  .•  Spartii 
fcoparii  Lin.  Broom  ;  the  leaves, 
flowers,  and  feeds  [£.  Z,.] 

This  is  a  flirubby  plant,  with 
numerous  (lender,  angular,  tough 
twigs;  fmall,  fomewhat  oval  leaves, 
fet  three  on  one  pedicle,  and  deep 
yellow  papilionaceous  flowers.  It 
is  common  on  heaths  and  uncul- 
tivated fandy  ground  ;  and  flowers 
in  May.  It  is  to  be  collefted  in 
June. 

The  leaves  and  ftalks  of  broom 
have  a  naufeous  bitter  tafle,  and  are 
accounted  dcobftrucnt  and  diuretic  ; 
they  are  fometimes  laxative,  and 
fometinies  excite  navft.a.  The  de- 
coftion  has  often  been  employed  in 
dropfits;  Dr.  Mead  relates  a  cafe 
in  his  Monita  et  Prascepta  Me- 
dica,  of  an  afcites  being  cured,  af- 
ter the  patient  had  been  tapped  three 
timts,  by  a  decoction  of  broom 
tops  and  muflard  feed  ;  an  inlufion 
of  the  feeds,  taken  freely,  has  been 


known  to  produce  fimilar  efFefts, 
The  infufinn  of  broom  athes  in 
Rhcnifli  wine  was  a  favourite 
medicine  of  Sydenham;  and  Dr. 
Monroe  has  fucceeded  by  giving 
half  a  dram  of  the  aflies  divided 
into  three  dofes  every  day  ;  but  the 
eifeft  of  thefe  two  raiiier  dejjends 
upon  the  alkaline  fait,  than  the 
vegetable  from  whence  it  was 
taken. 

Dr.  CuUen  gave  the  broom  in 
the  following  manner :  half  an 
ounce  of  frelh  broom  tops  he  or- 
dered to  be  boiled  in  a  pint  of 
water,  till  reduced  to. half  a  pint; 
of  which  Jie  gave  two  table  fpoon- 
fuls  every  hour,  till  it  operated  by 
flool,  or  till  the  whole  is  taken.  It 
feldom  fails  to  operate  both  by 
ftool  and  urine;  and  by  repeating 
^the  exhibition  every  day,  or  every 
fecond  day,  fome  dropfies  have 
been  cured. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic Cathar- 
tic. 

Prep.  DecoHion  —  JJhes. 

GENTJANiE  radix:  Gcntiana 
lutca  Lin.  S.  P.  Gentian;  the  root 
[L.  £.] 

This  plant  is  found  wild  in 
fome  parts  of  England :  but  the 
dried  roots  are  mofl:  commonly 
brought  from  Germany,  &c.  they 
fliould  be  chofen  frefli,  and  of  a 
yellow  or  bright  gold  colour  with- 
in. This  root  is  a  flrong  bitter, 
and,  as  fuch,  very  frequently  made 
ufe  of  in  practice  :  in  tafl^e  it  is 
lefs  exceptionable  than  moft  of  the 
other  fubftances  of  this  clafs;  in- 
fufious  of  it,  flavoured  with  orange 
peel,  are  fufficiently  grateful. 

Gentian  is  employed  now  as  the 
principal  bitter;  and  as  medicines 
of  this  clafs  are  allowed  to  poflefs 
many  virtues,  they  have  been  coii- 
fidered  as  tonic  and  flomachic,  and 
alfo  antarthritic,  emmenagogue,  an- 
tifeptic,  anthelmintic,  and  febri- 
fuge. Gentian  has  a  better  claim  to 
the  pofl^elfion  of  thefe  powers  than 
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moil  of  this  kind.  Bitters  are  faid 
to  relieve  dyfpeptic  complaints 
more  readily  than  bark,  by  excit- 
ing a  fuperior  tonic  power  upon 
the  organs  of  digeftion.  Dr.  Cul- 
jen  informs  us  that  gentian  united 
ith  tormentil,  or  galls,  if  given 
in  fuflicient  quantity,  conflantly 
fuccceded  in  curing  intermittents. 

In  infilling  the  gentian,  the  wa- 
ter fiiould  be  poured  otf  foon  after 
it  is  quite  cold,  elfe  it  acquires  a 
nauleating  quality. 

A  poilonous  root  was  fome  years 
ago  difcovered  among  fome  of  the 
gentian  brought  to  London ;  the 
ufe  of  which  occafioned  violent 
diforders,  and  in  fome  inflances 
death.  This  is  eafily  diftinguifli- 
able  by  its  being  internally  of  a 
white  colour,  and  void  of  bitter- 
nefs.  This  poifonous  fimple  feems 
to  be  the  root  of  the  thora  -valdenfts 
of  Ray,  the  aconllum  ■primum  par- 
dalianchei  of  Gefner;  a  plant  with 
which,  Lobel  informs  us,  the  in- 
habitants of  fome  parts  of  the 
Alps  ufed  formerly  to  empoifon 
darts. 

Med.  Virt.  Stomachic  —  Tonic 
and  Stimulant. 

Prep,  hifujion — Exira£l—Spiri- 
iuous  Tindure. 

It  is  given  in  powder ;  its  dofe 
is  from  ten  to  thirty  grains. 

GEOFFRyEJi:  cortex  :  Geoffracs 
Mirmii  Lin.  Cabbage  Bark,  or 
Worm-Bark  tree  [£.] 

This  is  a  tree  growing  abun- 
dantly in  the  low  favannahs  of  Ja- 
maica, of  a  confiderable  height, 
but  no  great  thicknefs.  It  has  a 
ftraight  fmooth  trunk,  and  fends 
off  its  branches  ne.ir  the  top.  Its 
leaves  are  of  a  dark  green,  its  flow- 
ers are  rofe-coloured  and  of  the 
papilionaceous  kind,  fet  in  purple 
flower-cups.  Thefe  are  fucceedcd 
l>y  a  green  hard  fruit,  of  the  fize 

a  plum,  having  a  /kin  the  thick- 
nefs of  a  crojrn  piece,  and  a  nut 
Witf.in. 


The  bark  of  this  tree  is  exter- 
nally of  a  grey  colour,  black  and 
furrowed  on  the  infide.  Its  tafte 
is  mucilaginous  and  fwectifli  ;  its 
fmell  difagreeable.  It  has  long 
been  celebrated  as  an  (inihelmintic 
in  the  Wefl-Indies,  and  has  lately 
been  introduced  into  European 
practice. 

This  bark  is  ufed  in  deco6lion, 
fyrup,  powder,  and  extract.  For 
making  the  decoftion,  an  ounce 
of  frefli  dried  bark  is  to  be  boiled 
gently  in  a  quart  of  water,  till  the 
liquor  be  of  the  colour  of  Ma- 
deira wine;  and  then  to  be  drained 
off  for  ufe.  The  decoftion  is  pre- 
ferred in  Jamaica,  and  feems  to  be 
the  moft  efficacious  as  an  anthel- 
mintic, 

Mr.  Anderfon,  who  has  written 
a  paper  concerning  this  bark,  in 
the  Medical  Commentaries,  recom- 
mends its  exhibition  in  s;raduallv 
augmented  dofes  of  the  decoflion, 
for  eight  or  nine  mornings  fuccef- 
fiveiy,  and  then  a  dofe  of  jalnp  and 
calomel,  which  feldom  fails  to 
bring  away  the  worms. 

This  is  a  powerfully  afling  me- 
dicine, and  therefore  ought  to  be 
begun  with  in  fmall  dofes,  what- 
ever preparation  is  ufed,  and  \eV 
them  be  gradually  increafed.  The 
decoftion  is  moft  generally  made 
ufe  of. 

Med.  Virt.  Antbelminiic — Pur- 
gative. 

Prep.  Decoffwn — Syrup — Extra3 
— Po-ivJer. 

GINSENG  [£.  L.J  Panacis 
(juinquefolii  Lin.  A  fmall  root 
brought  from  North  America,  and 
fometimes  from  Tartary  and  Chi- 
na ;  an  inch  or  two  in  length, 
taper,  finely  flriated,  of  a  whitifli 
or  yellowifli  colour.  It  has  a  very 
fweet  talle,  accompanied  with  a 
flight  bitteriflinefs  and  warmth. 

The  Chinefe  are  faid  to  have  a 
very  extraordinary  opinion  of  the 
virtues  of  this  root,  and  to  look 
L  4 
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upon  it  as  an  umvcrfal  rrflor alive, 
in  all  decays  fronn  age,  intempe- 
rance, or  dileafe,  after  fatigue  of 
body  or  mind,  and  is  in  higii  cileem 
as  an  antifpafmodic  in  nervous  com- 
plaints. The  great  value  there  fet 
upon  it,  has  prevented  its  being 
exported  into  other  countries,  and 
its  difcovery  in  North  America  is 
but  of  late  date,  fo  that  among  us 
it  has  hitherto  been  very  rarely 
made  ufe  of;  although,  from  what 
can  be  judged  of  it  by  the  tafte,  it 
feems  to  dcferve  fome  regard,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  is  now  procurable  in 
plenty. 

It  is  given  in  doles  of  -twenty 
grains  of  the  powder  repeatedly,  or 
a  dram  of  the  root  boiled  inafuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  water  for  one 
dofc. 

Med.  Virt,  Stimulant  and  Cor- 
roborant. 

P  R  n  P .  DecoBion — Poivder. 

GLADIOLI  LUTEI  radix  :  hi- 
dis  pahijlris.  Iridis  Pfeudacori  Lm. 
Yellow  water  flag,  baftard  acorus, 
or  water  flower'  de  luce  ;  the  roots. 

This  grows  common  by  the 
brinks  of  rivers  and  in  other  wa- 
tery places.  The  root  has  a  very 
acrid  tafte,  and  proves,  when  frefli, 
a  ftrong  cathartic  :  its  exprefled 
jnice,  given  to  the  quantity  of 
eighty  drops  every  hour  or  two, 
and  occanoiially  increaled,  has  oc- 
cafioned  a  plentiful  evacuation, 
afrer  jalap,  gamboge,  &:c.  had 
proved  inefTfrtual  (fee  the  Edin- 
burgh EfTays,  vol.  v.  art,  8.  Abridg. 
vol.  i.  page  202.)  By  drying,  it 
Infeaiuits  acrimony  and  purgative 
virtue.  Bercius  fays  in  its  freJJt 
Jlate,  it  is  an  hydragogue  and  pur- 
gative ;  -  niheii  dried,  an  afiringent. 
Indeed,  the  root  in  this  ftate  is  fo 
powerfully  aftringent,  that  it  has 
been  ufed  inllead  qf  galls,  to  make 
ink,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  dying 
bisck  ;  and  been  fuccefsfuily  em- 
ployed in  the  cure  of  diarrhoeas. 
Tiie  juice,  bcfides  being  an  acrid 


purgative,  has  been  confidercd  as 
an  ufeful  apjjlication  to  ferpigi- 
nous  eruptions,  and  fcrophulous 
tumours. 

JMiiD.  Virt.  Juice  Jirongly  ca- 
thartic— Dried  Root  ajlringent. 

GLYCYRRHIZ/E  r^^/;c  .•  Cly- 
cyrrhiza  glabra;  Lin.  Liquorice  ; 
the  root  [L.  £.] 

This  is  produced  plentifully  in 
all  the  countries  of  Europe.  That 
which  is  the  growth  of  our  own  is 
preferable  to  fuch  as  comes  from 
abroad ;  the  latter  being  generally 
mouldy,  which  this  root  is  very  apt 
to  become,  unlefs  kept  in  a  dry 
place.  The  powder  of  liquorice, 
ufuaily  fold,  is  often  mingled  with 
flour,  and  I  fear  too  often  with 
fubflances  not  quite  fo  wholefome  : 
the  befi:  fort  is  of  a  brownifli  yel- 
low colour  (the  fine  pale  yellow 
being  oene.ally  fophifticated)  and 
af  a  very  rich  fwcct  tafte,  much 
more  agreeable  than  that  of  the 
frefli  root.  Liquorice  is  almrjt  the 
only  fiueet  that  qumclifs  th'irji ;  whence . 
it  was  called  by  the  Greeks  adipfon  : 
but  then  it  nnill  be  chewed  fome 
time  after  it  has  lofl  its  fwect  tafte, 
for  then  it  gives  out  its  acrid  and 
biltfrilli  matter,  which  ftimulates 
the  mouth  and  fauces,  fo  as  to  pro- 
duce an  excretion  of  fluid,  and 
thereby  takes  off  the  thirfl,  which 
the  fweetnefs  bad  produced. 

Infufions  or  extraifls  made  from 
it,  afford  very  convenient  vehicles 
for  the  exhibition  of  other  medi- 
cines ;  its  taflie  concealing  that  of 
unpalatable  dru'gs  more  effedhiaily^ 
that!  any  other  faccharine  fub- 
ftances. 

Galen  takes  notice,  that  it  was 
employed  to  relieve  thirjl  in  hydropic 
cafes,  t«  prevent  the  necej:ty  of  drinh->^ 
ing.  Mr."  Fuller,  in  his  Medidna 
gymnajlica,  recommends  this  root 
as  a  very  ufeful  perioral,  and  f^iys 
it  excellently  foftens  acrimonious  hu" 
mours,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
proves  gently  de  tergent :  and  tliis  ac* 
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count  is  \rarranted  by  experience. 
An  extraft  is  dire^ed  to  be  rnade 
from  it  in  the  fhops:  but  this  pre- 
paraticn  is  brought  chiefly  from 
abroad  though  the  foreign  extract 
is  not  equal  to  fuch  as  is  made 
with  proper  care  among  ourfelves. 
WED.  ViRT.  Emollient  -Federal. 
Pre'.  Kvtracl — Poiviier. 
GRJMINIS  C. -IN INI  radix: 
Tr'ukuft  refenf  L'.B.  Quick-grafs  ; 
the  roocs. 

Graf?  roots  have  a  fweet  rough- 
ifti  t'aftf.  They  are  principally 
recommended  in  aperient  fpiing 
drinks,  for  what  is  called  purifying 
and  fwcctening  the  blood. 

GR.-\NATI  petala  jiorh  et  cortex 
fruF.as  :  \L.  £.]  Punka  granatiim 
Lin.  The  rind  of  the  pomegranate, 
called  rr^licoritim,  and  the  petals  of 
•'  e  flowers,  called  balnu/ihie. 

A  prickly  tree  or  flirub,  with 
deep  red  flowers,  fruit  nearly  as 
big  as  a  moderate  orange,  with  a 
thick  -ough  rind,  brownifli  with- 
out, vdtowifh  within,  and  contains 
a  red  jjicy  pulp.  A  native  of  the 
fouthein  parts  of  Europe,  Florida, 
and  the  Eaft. 

The  pomegranate  tree  is  fome- 
times  met  with  in  our  gardens ;  but 
the  fruit,  for  which  it  is  chiefly  va- 
lued, rarely  comes  to  fuch  perfec- 
tion as  in  warmer  climates.  The 
ftjit  has  the  gerieral  qualities  of  the 
otoer  fweet  lummer  fruits,  allaying 
hev.  quenching  thirft,  and  gently 
loii'sning  the  belly.  The  rind  is 
a  trong  aftringCiJt,  and  as  fuch  is 
occafionally  made  ufe  pf ;  and  the 
flo\»ers  are  pofFelfed  of  aftringency 
in  a  lefs  degree. 

The  rind  and  flowers  have  both 
becj  hiccefsfuHy  employed  as  aftrin- 
gen:-,,  botf)  externally  and  intcr- 
II  il.T  ;  in  fomentations,  gargles,aiid 
gi'-"-n  in  diarrhoeas,  ami  dyfenteries, 
I'!:-:  other  cafe«  where  reftringents 
are  :j:rf;;rary.  The  dofe  in  powder 
is  from  Jf?.  to  a  dram  — in  infufton 
or  decoctibn,  to  half  an  ounce. 


Mkd.  VlTiT.  Juice  refrigerant. 
Flow liRs  and  Rind  nftringent. 

GRATIOLiE  htrba.  Gratiohe 
officinalis  Lin.  Hedge  hvObp  ;  the 
herb[£.  i.]' 

This  is  a  low  perennial  plant, 
with     oblong,      finely  fcrrated 
leaves,-  fet  in  pairs  on  the  ftalks, 
without  pedicles  ;  in  their  bofoms 
come  forth  folitary,  whitifli,  tubu- 
lous,   irregular  flowers,  followed 
by  roundilh,  pointed  capfules,  full 
of  fmall  feeds  ;  it  is  a  native  of  the 
louthern  parts  of  Europe,  grows 
ufually  in  wet  meadows,  and  is 
raifed  in  fome  of  our  gardens.  The 
herb  has  no  fmell,  but  an  intenfely 
bitter  naufeous  tafte,  bofh  dry  and 
frefli ;  though  the  expi  effi^d  juice  is 
iefs  bitter  than  the  refiduum:  water 
extrafts  beft  its  virtues,  which  are 
ftron?ly  purgative,  nor  does  drying 
much  weaken  them.  Ffedge-hyf- 
fop  is  certainly  a  powerful  and 
a£tive  cathartic:  fome  it  vomits, 
and  now  and  then  it  is  faid  to  fali- 
vate ;  it  is  confidered  alfo  as  deob- 
Jlnient,    anihilmiiitic,    and  diitretic. 
In  leucophlegmafia,  dropfy,  mania, 
worms,    melancholy,   &c.  it  has 
often  proved  more  fuccefsful  than 
the  common  remedies.    It  is  given 
in  different  forms  in  powder,  infii- 
fion,  and  extraft. 

An   infufion  of   3'j'   of  3^s.. 
in    powder    is   firoiigly  purga- 
tive.   The  extraft  is  given  in  fmall 
dofes  at  firft,  and  gradually  in- 
creafed  from  gr.  i.  to  xx'x.  in-aday. 
The  infufion  or  extrail,  of  the 
leaves  is  moft  fuitable  to  thofe  for 
whom  great  and  fnddcn  evacu- 
ations are  not  neccflary.    Half  a 
fcruple   of   the   leaves  with  five 
grains  of  gentian,  Bergius  l>as 
given  with  fiicccfs  three  times  a 
day,  in  the  relapfes  of  bilious  le- 
vers, and  autumnal  quartans.  From 
half  a  fcruple  to  half  a  ilraiil  of  the 
root,  which  is  intenfely  bitter  and 
fubaftringent,  ai^s  powerfully;  and 
is  mofl  proper  for  thofe  labouring 
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tinder  clropfy,  mania,  melancholy, 
or  iifflifted  with  worms. 
3Vl  hD.  ViRT.  Emetic  zndiCatJiartic. 
GUAIACI  ligvum^  cortex,  gion- 
mi,  rcfina.  L.  E.  Cuaiaci  officinalis 
Lin.  Guaiacum,  a  tree  growing  in 
the  warmer  parts  of  the  Spanilh 
Weft  Indies ;  its  wood,  bark,  and 
refill  called  g\im  guaiacum  [!,.  .£.] 
The  wood  is  very  pondtrous,  of 
a  clofe  compaft  texture  ;  the  outer 
part  is  of  a  yellow  colour,  the  heart 
of  a  deep  blackilh  green,  pale,  and 
Wown  colours  :  the  bark  is  thin, 
fmooth,  externally  of  a  dark  grey- 
ifli  hue  :  both  have  a  lightly  aro- 
matic, bitierifli,  pimgent  tafte  ;  the 
bark  is  fomewhat  the  weaker.  The 
refin  (which  exudes  from  incifions 
made  in  the  trunk  of  the  tree)  is 
brought  to  us  in  irregular  maiTes, 
iifually  friable,  of  a  dufkv  greenifli, 
and  fometimes  of  a  reddifli  caft,  with 
pieces  of  the  wood  among  them  : 
its  tafte  is  more  acrid  and  pungent 
than  that  of  the  wood  or  bark. 

Their  general  virtues  are  thofe 
of  a  warm  Jlimuleiting  medicine  : 
they  Jirengthen  the Jhmnch  and  other 
■vijccra  ;  and  rcntarkably  promote  the 
7iriiiary  and  cuticular  difcharge : 
hetice  in  cutaneous  dtfedations,  and 
other  diforders  proceeding  from  ohjlruc- 
tions  of  the  excretory  glands,  and 
where  Jtiiggiji  fcrous  humours  abound, 
they  are  eminently  ufeful :  rheu- 
matic and  other  imins  have  often  been 
relieved  by  them.  The  refin  is  the 
moft  active  of  thefe  drugs  ;  and  the 
efficacy  of  the  others  depenas  upon 
the  quantity  of  this  part  contained 
in  them:  the  refin  is  extrafted  from 
the  wood  in  part  by  watery  liquors, 
hut  much  more  perfeftly  by  fpiri- 
tuous  ones;  the  ivatery  extraft  of 
this  wood,  kept  10  the  (liops,  proves 
not  only  lefs  in  quantity,  but  con- 
fiderably  weaker,  than  one  made 
with  fpirit.  This  latter  extraft  is 
of  the  fame  quality  with  the  native 
refin,  and  differs  from  that  brought 
to  us  only  in  being  puver.  The 


gum  or  extracts  are  given  from  a 
few  |t;raii,s  to  a  fcniple  or  half  a 
drau)  :  which  latter  dofe  proves 
for  the  moft  part  confiderably  pur- 
gative. 

Many  are  the  virtues  attriauted 
to  this  wood  and  gum  refin,  whofc 
properties  are  limilar,  inafmiich  as 
the  wood  dependb  upon  the  i)uan- 
tity  of  the  gum  refin  it  contains.  It 
is  certainly  diaphoretic,  fiinulant^ 
diuretic,  and  purgative :  and  has 
been  given  in  a  variety  of  difeafes; 
as  the  lues  venerea,  gput,  cuticu- 
lar difeafes,  chronic  rheumatifm, 
fcrophula,  and  fome  fcirrhous 
difeafes.  It  is  confidered  to  b^ 
very  diffufible  in  the  fyften,  and 
thereby  have  a  confiderable  power 
in  ftimulating  the  extreme  veftels 
every  where.  In  torpid  habits,  it 
is  a  fingularly  ufeful  medicine,  and 
has  iis  powers  much  increifed  by 
its  union  with  volatile  fubftances, 
and  often  with  fo'me  of  the  mer- 
curial preparations. 

Decoftion  of  this  wood  and  the 
bark  was  formerly  confidec  in  as 
an  alterative  and  cure  for  the  fy- 
philis,  and  fcorbutic  rheumatifm  ; 
and  aifo  in  cutaneous  foubeffes, 
and  herpetic  eruptions.  The  wood 
generally  forms  one  ot  the  princi- 
pal ingredients  in  diet  drinks:  the 
gum-refin  may  be  given  from  fis 
grains  to  twenty  at  a  dofe  ;  but  the 
latter  will  be  apt  to  purge  brillsly. 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient  —  Sti?nu- 
lant — Diaphoretic — and  Diuretic. 

Prep.  Extrail —  Tindlurc—Guvi- 
refin. 

GUMMI  ARABICUM  [i.  £.] 
Ex  Mimofa  nilotlcn  Lin.  Gum  Ara- 
bic; a  concrete  gum,  exuding  from 
the  Egyptian  acacia  tree.  This  is 
brought  to  us  from  Turkey,  in 
fmail  irregular  mafles  or  ftrings,  of 
a  pale  yellowifli  colour.  The  true 
gum  Arabic  is  rarely  to  be  met 
with  in  the  fiiops;  gum  fenega  or 
fenica,  which  comes  from  thecoaft 
of.  Guinea,  being  ufually  Ibid  for 
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it ;  this  greatly  refembles  tlie  other, 
aii.i  perhaps,  as  Dale  conjectures, 
cxvidcs  from  a  tree  of  the  fame 
kind:  ids generafly  in  large  pieces, 
rough  on  the  out(kie  ;  and  in  thefe 
circuniftances  poliibiy  conlifts  the 
onlv  difference  betwixt  the  two  ; 
although  the  former  is  held  to  be 
'  the  purer  and  finer  gum,  and  there- 
fore preferred  for  medicine ;  and 
the  latter  the  ftronger,  more  fub- 
ftantial  and  cheaper,  and  confc- 
quently  raore  en  ployed  for  mecha- 
nic ufes.  The  virtues  of  this  gum 
.  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  gummy 
and  muciifi^inous  fubftances  in  ge- 
neral: it  is  given,  from  afcruple 
to  two  drams,  in  hor.rfenelTes,  a 
thin  acrimonious  ftate  of  tiie  juices, 
.  and  where  the  natwral  mucus  of  the 
inteftines  is  abraded. 

^Med.  Virt.  Mucila^lncus. 
GUMMI  TRAGACANTH.^L  ■ 
\_L.    £.]    Afiragalus  Tj-ag'icantha 
I .  Lin.  S.  P.   The  gum  of  the  traga- 
.  canth,  a  thorny  bufli  growing  in 
.  Crete,   Afia,   and  Greece.  This 
.  gum  is  of  a  much  ftronger  body 
:  than    the    foregoing,    and  does 
:  not  fo  perfectly  diflblve  in  water. 
.  A  dram  will  give  a  pint  of  water 
;  the  conGflence  of  a  fyrup,  which 
;  a  whole  ounce  of  gum  Arabic  is 
:  Ibarce  fufficient  to  do.    Hence  its 
ufe  for  forming  troches,  and  the 
like  purpofcs,  in  preference  to  the 
;  other  gums. 

The  compound  powder  which 
i  bears  this  name,  is  of  fervice  in 
hcdic  coughs,  and  diarrhoeas,  by 
flieathing  ine  throat,  ftomach,  and 
nes,  againft  thin  acrimonious 
rjiumoiirs. 

Med.  Virt.  Demulcent. 

^      HJEM/ITITES  lapis.  Haema- 
or  blood ftone. 
This  is  an  elegant  iron  ore,  ex- 
I-  trem-lv  !;ard,  of  a  <!ark  rcddifh  or 
"ilowifli  colour:  it  is  found  either 
^'Hg  w  ith  the  other  ores  of  iron, 
in  liiUina  mines  by  itfelf.  WiUi 


regard  to  its  medical  virtues,  we 
conceive  they  do  not  vary  from 
thofe  experienced  from  ruft  and. 
the  common  croci  of  iron,  not- 
withftanding  the  e.\traordinary  opi- 
nion which  many  have  entertaintd 
of  it ;  as  of  its  curing  ulcers  of  the 
lungs,  which  Geotfroy  fays  liama- 
tites  dries  and  heals. 

HEDERuE  JRBOREJE  foli^, 
gummi  feu  rrjina  :  Heder^  HtHcis 
Liti.  Ivy  ;  the  leaves,  refin  called 
gum  hedcrje. 

This  is  a  climbing  flirubby  plant, 
growing  commonly  h"om  the  trunks 
of  trees,  or  on  old  walls.  The 
leaves  have  very  rarely  been  given 
internally,  notwithftanding  they  are 
recommended  (in  iht  Ephem.  7intur. 
curio/,  vbl.  ii.  obf.  lao.)  againjl  the 
atrophy  of  children  :  their  tafte  is 
naufeous,  acrid,  and  bitter.  Ex- 
ternally they  have  fomctimes  been 
employed  for  dry. tig  and  healing 
ichorous  fores,  and  likewife  for  keep- 
ing iffues  open.  The  berries  were 
fuppofed  by  the  ancients  to  have  a 
purgative  and  emetic  <]uality  :  later 
writers  hsve  recommended  them  in 
fmall  dofes,  as  diaphoretics  and 
alexipharm.acs;  and  Mr.  Boyle  tells 
us,  that  in  the  London  plague  the 
powder  of  them  was  given  with 
vinegar,  with  good  fncctfs,  as  fu- 
dorific,  It  is  probable  the  virtue 
of  the  compofition  was  rather  ow- 
ing to  the  vinegar  than  to  the  pow- 
der. The  refin  was  ranked  by  the 
ancients,  (if  their  xiircrs  was 

the  fame  with  our  gummi  hederrr) 
among  the  depilarories  ;  from  this 
ciafs,  to  which  it  certainly  had  no 
title,  it  has  fince  been  removed  to 
that  of  conglutinaters  of  wounds, 
to  which  it  has  no  very  iufl:  one. 

HEDERiE  TERRV.STRIS 
liei.  Glecoma  hedcracea:  Lin.  Ground 
ivy  ;  the  leaves  \_E.'] 

Ground- ivy  is  a  low  plant,  fre- 
quent in  hedges  and  fliady  places. 
It  has  an  aromatic,  though  not  ve- 
ry agreeable  fmtll ;  and  a  quick, 
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bitterift),  warm  tafte.  This  herb 
is  an  ufeful  corroljoraitf,  apo  icnt, 
and  ditergent ;  and  hence  ftamls  re- 
conniiended  againil  laxity,  debility, 
and  objlni  flions  of  the  vifcera  ;  fome 
have  had  a  great  opinion  of  it  for 
cleniijhig  and  healing  ulcers  of  the  in- 
ternal parts,  eveHf  of  the  kings ;  and 
for  pwifying  the  bloods  It  is  cuftom- 
ary  to  infiife  the  dried  leaves  in 
malt  liquors ;  a  pra£tice  not  to  be 
commended,  though  it  readily  com- 
municates its  virtue,  and  iikevvife 
helps  to  fine  them  down  :  fcarce 
any  other  herb  has  this  effe£t  more 
remarkably  than  ground-ivy. 

It  has  chiefly  been  given  in  01- 
movary  and  nephritic  complaints  ;<  and 
is  a  favourite  with  the  poor  in  ohfli- 
nnte  cough.  It  is  chiefly  drank  in 
form  of  tea,  and  fvveetened  with 
honey  ;  however,  it  does  not  ap-  ' 
pear  to  have  much  efficacy. 

Mkd.  ViRT,  Aperient  and  Cor- 
roborant. 

HELlEBORA^TER.  HeUehrus 
ftriidus  Lin.  folia  [L.]  Stinking 
bear's-foot ;  the  leaves  >S'.  P. 

In  many  parts  of  England  this 
grows  wild,  in  meadows,  fliady 
places,  and  under  hedges.  The 
root  is  perennial,  fibrous,  outward- 
ly black,,  within  whitifl),  and  of  a 
bitter,  acrid  tafte.  The  flem  is 
two  or  three  feet  high,  round,  hard, 
branched,  whh  numerous  leaves, 
bird-iooted,  all  on  the  item,  on 
long  pedicles,  each  fegment  fome- 
■R^hat'  oblong,  ferrated,  pointed, 
and  of  a  deep  green.  They  emit, 
when  frefti,  on  being  handled,  a 
difagreeable  fmell,  and  have  a  bit- 
terifli  very  acrid  taftc,  of  which 
they  lofe  a  little  by  drying. 

The  flowers,  which  appear  in 
April,  and  aw,  placed  on  the  ex- 
treniities  of  tHi'  fleni  and' branches, 
confiil  of  five  large,  round,  green- 
ifli  petals,  with^  many  ffaniin;i, 
whofe  tops  are  flattened.  The 
feeds  are  roundifli,  biack,  and^  in- 
clofed  in  n:embrauous  pods.  They 


are  given  in  form  of  powder,  dc- 
codtion,  and  juice  made  into  a 
fyrup. 

The  powder  has  a  ftrong  purga- 
tive efFe(£l,  and  is  frequendy  given 
to  children  by  the  common  people 
to  deftroy  worms,  in  dofes  of  from 
fix  to  fifteen  grains  ^  in  deco6tio*- 
3j.  or  two  drams  is  a  very  fijarp' 
purge  :  tlie  juice  may  be  made  into 
fyrup,  and  to  this,  or  a  decoction 
of  the  leaves,  an  equal  portion  of 
tin^fture  of  rhubarh  is  to  be  added, 
of  which  3j-  is  to  be  given  going 
to  bed,  or  from  3j.  to  3ij-  ii-  the 
morning  for  two  or  three  fuccef- 
five  days,  to  children  from  two  to 
fix  years  of  age:  in  general,  fuch 
a  dofe  c>s  will  excite  vomiting,  it 
has  been  thought,  is  the  beft.  How- 
ever, the  helleboraller  is  to  be  ufed 
with  great  caution,  being  violent  in 
its  operation  ;  and  we  have  had 
fome  inftances  of  deleterious  confe- 
quences  from  its  incautious  exhi- 
bition. This  has  alfo  been  confi- 
dered  as  ufeful  in  fome  afthmatic 
and  hypochondriacal  diforders. 

Med.  Virt.  Emetic — Purgative 
—-Anthelmintic. 

Prep.  Poivder  —  Peco^icn  —  Sy- 
rup. 

HELLEBORI  ALBI  radix  :  Ve- 
rairi  alii  Lin.  S.  P.  White  helle- 
bore ;  the  root  [L.  £.] 

This  plant  grows  fpontaneoufty 
in  Svvifl'erland,  and  the  mountain- 
ous parts  of  Germany.  The  root 
has  a  naufeous,  bitterilh,  acrid 
tafte,  burning  the  mouth  and  fau- 
ces :  wounded  when  frefli,  it  emits 
an  extremely  acrimonious  juice« 
which,  mixed  with  the  blood  by  a 
wound,  is  faid  to  prove  very  dan- 
gerous :  the  powder  ofnhe  dry 
root,  applied  to  an  ilUie,  occafions 
violent  purging :  fnulVed  up  the 
nofe,  it  proves  a  ibong  and  not 
alwa\s  a  fafe  fternutatory.  ThiS 
root,  taken  internally,  ads  with 
extreme  violence  as  an  emetic,  and 
has  been  obferved,  even  in  a  fmoH 
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t}  cccni:i't  convuljions,  and  other 
torL'U'  aO'j'^-'iyi-  The  ancients 
fomctimes  employed  it  in  very  ob- 
fcinate  cafes,  and  always  made  this 
their  Jaft  refoiivce.  Modern  prac- 
tice Icems  to  have  almoft  entirely 
rejected  its  inrernal  ufe,  though 
fome  have  lately  ventured  upon  fo 
iarge  a  dofe  as  a  icruple,  in  mani- 
acal cafes,  and  found  go::'d  efrerts 
from  it,  after  the  ftronger  antimo- 
nial  preparation  had  been  given  in 
vain.  It-  is  however  now  feldom 
given  internally  ;  it  is  in  a  great 
meafure  confined  to  external  ufcs, 
in  difeafes  of  the  Ikin  ;  as  the  J'ca- 
h:es,  and  {iij'crmt  prurient  ei'upt'.ous, 
herpes^  morbus  fedlculofus^  lepra, 
fcrophula,  &cc.  and  in  many  of  thefe 
it  has  been  fuccefsfully  employed 
both  externn'.ly  and  internally.  As 
this  is  a  very  irritating  medicine, 
and  may,  from  being  injudicioufly 
applied,  produce  very  dangerous  ef- 
fefts,  it  fliould  be  had  recourfe  to 
only  in  defperate  cafes,  and  fliould 
be  begun  with  in  a  dilute  Itate,  in 
fmall  dofes,  gradually  increafing 
them  according  to  their  effefts. 

Med.  Virt.  FioUntly  Emetic  •— 
Sternutatory. 

Prep.  Tivdnre. 

HELLEBORI  NIGRI  radix: 
Kellebori  nigri  Lit).  S.  P.  Black  hel- 
lebore; the  root  [L.  £.] 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  the 
-mountainous  parts  of  Swiflerland, 
Auftria,  and  Stiria :  the  earlinefs 
of  its  flowers,  which  fometimes  ap- 
pear in  December,  has  gained  it  a 
place  in  our  gardens. 

In  fome  parts  of  Germany,  a 
fpecies  of  blaclc  hellebore  has  been 
made  ufe  of,  which  not  unfre- 
quently  produces  violent,  and 
fometimes  deleterious  effefts:  this 
the  Wirtemberg  college  particu- 
larly caution  againft,  though  with- 
out mentioning  any  marks  by 
which  it  may  be  diflinguidied,  or 
even  giving  the  precife  name  of 
.tlie  plant.   It  appears  to  be  the 


fetid  black  hdlehore  of  C,  B.  called 
in  England,  where  it  grows  wild, 
fetterwort,  fetlk-^orty  or  bnflard  hcU 
Icbore.  The  roots  of  this  may  he 
diftinguiflied  from  the  officinal  fore 
by  their  being  lefs  black.  The 
roots  of  the  poifonous  aconites  refcmhle 
in  appearance  thole  of  the  black  hcl~ 
lebore ;  and  in  theBreflaw  Collec- 
tions we  find  fome  inliances  of 
fatal  elfe£ls  occafioned  by  miftak- 
ing  the  former  for  the  latter :  thefe 
alfo  are  happily  difcoverable  bjr 
their  colour :  the  aconitum  being- 
lighter  coloured  than  even  the  pnltft  <f 
the  black  hJleborcs.  The  faculty  of 
Paris,  by  allowing-  the  ufe  of  one 
of  the  paler  hellebores  (the  green 
flowered,  which  grows  wild  in  Eng- 
land, and  is  called  by  our  farriers 
peg  root)  have  in  fome  meafure 
deprived  the  fliops  of  the  benefit 
of  this  criterion  :  byt  the  London 
college  have  directed  the  darkcjl  co- 
loured of  all  the  roots  of  this  clafs. 
Since,  therefore, ,  the  two  noxious 
roots  which  the  buyer  is  moft  ape 
to  mi  flake  for  this,  are  diftinguiQi- 
able  from  it  by  their  colour,  but 
have  -  no  other  external  mark  -by 
which  they  may  be  with  certainty 
known,  particular  regard  ought  to  be 
had  to  this  circumjiance  ;  only  the 
decpejl  black  being  chofcn,  and  all  ilie 
palf.r  roots  rejected. 

The  tafte  of  hellebore  is  acrid 
and  bittqr.  Its  acrimony,  as  Dr. 
Grew  obferves,  is  firfl;  felt  on  the 
tip  of  the  tongue,  and  then  fpreads 
immediately  to  the  middle,  with- 
out being  much  perceived  on  the 
intermediate  part :  on  chewing  it 
for  a  few  minutes,  the  tongue  feems 
benumbed,  aud  atfeded  witha  kind 
of  paralytic  ftupor,  as  when  burnt 
by  eating  any  thing  too  hot :  the 
fibres  are  more  acrimonious  than" 
the  head  of  the  root  from  which 
they  ifTue.  Black  iiellebore  root, 
taken  from  fifteer)  grains  to  half  a 
dram,  proves  a  ftrong  cathartic, 
and,  as  fucb,has  been  celebrated  for 
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the  cure  of  maniacal,  ;ind  other 
difcrders,  procetding  from  what 
the  nncitiits  called  atya  bills:  in 
which  cafes,  medicines  of  this  kind 
are  doubtlefs  occafionally  of  life, 
though  they  are  by  no  means  pof- 
feffed  of  any  fpecific  power.  It 
does  not  however  appear,  that  our 
black  hellebore  afts  >.vith  fo  miu  h 
violence  as  that  of  the  ancients  : 
•whence  many  have  fuppofcd  it  to 
be  a  different  plant  :  and  indeed 
the  defcriptions  which  the  ancients 
have  left  \is  of  their  hellebore,  do 
not  agree  with  any  of  the  forts 
iifually  taken  notice  of  by  modern 
botaniih.  Another  fpecics  has 
been  difcovered  in  the  'eaftern 
countries,  which  Tournefort  di- 
ftm^uifhes  by  the  name  of  liclle- 
boYus  niger  orimtalis^  amplijfimo  folio, 
caule  prcealto,  Jlore  ftirpiirafcejite, 
and  fuppofes  to  be  the  true  ancient 
hellebore,  from  its  growing  in  plen- 
ty about  mount  Olympu.s,  and  in 
the  ifland  Anticyra,  celebrated  of 
old  for  the  produdtion  of  this  anti- 
maniacal  druo  :  he  relates,  that  a 
fcruple  of  this  fort,  given  for  a 
dofe,  occafioned  convulfions. 

Our  hellebore  is  at  prefent  look- 
ed upon  principally  as  an  altera- 
tive, and  in  this  light  is  frequently 
employed,  in  fmall  dofes,  fw  attc- 
nutziing  vifcicl  humours,  prornoti'/ig  the 
uterine  and  urinary  difchnrges,  and 
opening  inveterate  objlru^lions  of  the 
remoter  gla^ids :  it  often  proves  a 
veiy  poi-oerfid  anmenagogue  in  pletho- 
ric habits,  where  iteci  is  inefFc.£tuaI 
or  in)proper.  An  extraft  made 
from  this  root  with  water  is  one 
of  the  mildeft,  and,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a  cathartic,  the  moft  ef- 
fedual  preparation  of  it;  this  ope- 
rates fufnciently,  without  cccafion- 
ing  the  irritation  with  which  the 
pure  refin  is  accompanied.  A  tinc- 
ture drawn  w  ith  proof  fpirit  con- 
tains the  whole  virtue  of  the  helle- 
bore, and  feems  to  be  one  of  the 
belt  preparations  of  it  when  de- 


figned  for  an  alterative.  It  has 
aUo  been  reconiirended  in  dropfies, 
and  i'ome  cutaneous  difeafes.  The 
dofe  of  the  powdered  root  is  from 
three  to  ten  grains;  of  the  extraft, 
from  ten  grains  to  four  or  more; 
and  of  the  tinfture  a  tea  fpoonful 
twice  a  day.  The  extraft,  joined 
with  equal  parts  of  gum  myrrh, 
and  a  twentieth  part  of  powder  of 
csrduus  benediftus,  forms  Bachet's 
famous  tonic  pill  (which  fee  in  the 
third  part  of  this  work),  of  which 
from  one  to  thirty  grains  in  a  day, 
according  to  the  ftrength  of  their 
action,  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  are  to  be  exhibited. 

Med.  Virt.  powerful  altera- 
jive,  and  emmenngogue. 

PREr.  Extract — TinSlure — Po-jb- 
dcr. 

HEPATICJE  NOBILIS  herba  : 
yJne/iione  hepatica  Lin.  Nol^le  liver- 
wort ;/the  herb. 

This  herb  has  a  place  in  our 
gardens  on  account  of  the  beauty 
and  early  appearance  of  its  flowers. 
It  is  a  cooling,  gently  reftringent 
herb  ;  and  hence  recommended  in 
a  lax  ftate  of  the  fibres  as  a  corro- 
borant. 

Mkd.  Virt.  Cooling  and  Corro- 
borant. 

.  HERMODACTYLUS.  Listn. 
berofa  Lin.  Hermodaftil  ;  a  root 
brought  from  Turkey.  It  is  of 
the  fliape  of  a  heart  flatted,  of  a 
white  colour,  compaft,  yet  eafy  to 
cut  or  powder;  of  a  vifcoOs  fwett- 
ifli  tafte,  with  a  light  degree  of 
acrimony. 

Hermoda^lils  were  of  great  re- 
pute among  the  ancients  as  a  ca- 
thartic ;  but  thofe  we  now  m.eet 
with  in  the  fliops  have  very  little 
purgative  virtue.  Neumann  de- 
clares he  never  found  them  to  have 
any  efFeft  at  all. 

Med.  Vjrt.  Purgative;  but 
doubtful. 

HERNURIjE folia:  Herniaria 
glabra  Lin.  Rupture- wort;  the  lea  v  es. 
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This  is  a  low  herb,  growing 
wild  in  fandy  and  gravelly  grounds. 
It  is  a  very  mild  reilringent,  and 
may,  in  feme  degree,  be  fervice- 
able  in  diforders  proceeding  from  a 
weak  flaccid  ftate  of  the  vifcera  : 
to  the  virtue  for  which  it  has  been 
inoft  celebrated,  it  has  little  title — 
that  of  curing  hernias. 

IVIed.  Virt.  .■^ftnn^cnt. 

HIPPOC  ASTANUM.  Ph.  Edln. 
jEfculiis  Hippocajlanum  Lin.  Horfe- 
cl.efnut'[£.] 

The  fruit  of  this  tree,  which  is 
atrilocular  capfule,  containing  two 
feeds  in  each  cell,  has  been  given 
as  food  to  Iheep  ;  and  ftecped  in 
water,  fo  ?.s  to  extract  its  bitternefs, 
is  faid  to  fatten  poultry,  it  falls 
Ipontaneoufly  into  a  fiponaceous 
gluten,  which  has  been  ufed  inftcad 
of  fonp  for  wafliing  linen.  No 
writer  mentions  itSi  medical  appli- 
cation :  but  the  Edinburgh  college 
have  admitted  it  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Dr.  Gardiner,  wlio 
fays,  that  three  or  four  grains  of 
the  powder,  fnufFed  up  the  noftrils 
in  the  evening,  operate  next  morn- 
ing as  an  excellent  fternutatory: 
even  the  infufion  or  decoftion  of 
this  fruit  produces  the  fame  effeft, 
and  thereby  proves  very  beneficial 
in  obftinate  inflammations  of  the 
eyes,  and  fome  complaints  of  the 
head,  by  the  difcharge  produced 
from  the  nofe. 

The  bark  cf  the  horfe-chefnut 
has  been  propofed  in  Italy,  accord- 
i.-ig  to  Hallcr,  as  a  fubftitute  to  the 
I'eniviaa  bark  in  the  cure  of  inter- 
rr.ittenrs ;  and  the  experiment  has 
proved  fuccefsful  (*).  Indeed  it 
his  been  faid,  where  the  Peruvian 
bark  was  indicated,  that  the  chef- 
nut  tree  bark  has  afforded  equal, 
if  not  fupcrior,  advant.ige;  but  it 
muft  be  taken  fro  rf  thofe  branch- 
es w  hich  are  neither  very  old  nor 
very  young;  and  exhibited  under 

(*)  Stirp,  H 


fimilar  forms  and  dofes  as  direded 
with  refpedt  to  the  Peruvian  bark. 
It  rarely  difagrees  with  the  fto- 
mach  ;  but  its  allringent  effefts  ge- 
nerally require  the  o.ccafional  ex- 
hibition of  fome  aperient  medi- 
cine. 

Med.  Virt.  Corroborant  and 
Errbiiie. 

HIPPOSELINIfolia,  radix,  fe- 
men  :  Hippo/elini  T/ienphraJii.  Alex- 
anders ;     the   leaves,    root,  and- 
feeds. 

This  is  an  umbelliferous  plant, 
differing  from  the  others  of  that 
clafs,  in  bearing  a  large  tumid 
black  feed  :  it  grows  by  the  fca 
fide,  upon  rocks,  in  medical  qua- 
lities it  agrees  with  apium  (fmallagc), 
except  that  the  hippofelinuin  is  fome- 
what  ftronger. 

HORDE!  femen  :  HorJti  dijikhi 
Lin.  S.  P.  Common  barlev  [L.  £.] 

HORDEUM  GALLICUM  /Fve 
MUNDATUM.  French  barley, 
or  the  common  barley  freed  from 
the  fliell. 

HORDEUM  PERLATUM^u-- 
tr/ni  [L.]  Pearl  barley;  prepared  in 
Germany  and  Holland,  bv  grind- 
ing the  (helled  barley  into  little 
round  granules,  which  appear  of  a 
kind  of  pearly  yvhitenefs. 

Barley,  in  its  feveral  ftates,  is 
more  cooling,  lefs  glutinous,  and 
lefs  nutritious,  than  wheat  or  oats; 
among  the  ancients,  decoctions  of 
it  were  the  principal  -ailment  and 
medicine  in  acute  difeafcs. 

Med.  Virt.  Cooling. 

HORMINI  SJTIJ%  feu  Scla- 
re^,  folia,  fcmcn  :  Salvia  fclurea 
Lin.  Garden  clary  ;  the  leaves  and 
feeds. 

Thefe  linve  a  warm,  bitterifl), 
pungent  talle  ;  and  a  ffrong,  not 
very  agreeable^  fmell  :  the  touch 
difcovers  in  the  leaves  a  large 
quantity  of  glutinous  or  refinoos 
matter.    Tlily  are  principally  re- 
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commended  in  the  fluor  albtts,  and 
otiuy  faiiale  iveaknrjjes,  in  hyjlmc 
dtforckrs^  ami  /'«  flatulent  colics. 

Med.  V  IRT.  Cor)'obora7it. 

HYOSCYAMI  NIGRI  Lin. 
folia.  The  conin:ion  wild,  or  black 
henbane  ;  tlie  leuves  [ii.] 

This  vegetable  is  a  native  of 
England,  and  y_rows  commonly 
amongft  rubbiQi,  about  villages, 
road  lides,  &c.  and  flowers  in 
June.  It  has  long  been  confidered  as 
one  of  the  mod  deleterious  of  the 
narcotic  clals  of  medicines  to  which 
it  beloi.gs  ;  but  though  it  is  pofTeU- 
ed  of  very  powerful  aftion,  flill 
there  is  little  doubt  but  by  judi- 
cious management  it  may  become 
a  very  efficacious  remedy  in.  many 
cafes. 

The  fmell  of  the  byofcyamus  is 
ftrong  and  peculiar,  and  the  leaves, 
when  bruifed,  emit  fomewhat  of 
the  odour  of  tobacco;  this  fmell  is 
flill  ftronger  when  the  leaves  are 
burnt;  and  on  burning  they  fpar- 
kle  with  a  deflagration  fomewhat 
refembling  that  of  nitre;  but  to 
the  tafte  they  are  mild,  and  muci- 
laginous; flill  when  taken  in  fuffi- 
cient  quantity,  are  cap?rble  of  pro- 
ducing terriliie  fymptoms,  fuch  as 
appearances   of  intoxication,  at- 
tended with  wild  delirium,  remark- 
able dilatation  of  the  pupils  of  the 
eyes,  and  convulfions.    This  plant 
■was  well  known  to  the  ancients, 
and  its  effccSs  as  an  anodyne  were 
experienced  by  DioscQRiDES ;  and 
it  has  been  ufed  in  this  view  both 
externally  and  internally  by  many 
fubfequent  praftitioners,  particu- 
larly Celfus  ;  and  in  hsemorrhagic 
difeafes  the  feeds  were  fuCcefsfully 
given  by  Pi- AT ER,  Forestus,  apd 
Boyle.'   For  a  long  time  however 
afterwards  its  ufe  was  laid  afide, 
till  again  introduced  into  pradice 
by  Stoerck,  who  gave  it  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  internal  convulfions  and 
fpafms,  palpitations  of  the  heart, 
madnefs,  melancholy,  epilepfy,  iii- 
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veterate  head-aches,  haemoptyfis; 
and  a  troublefome  cough  which 
attended  the  Jafl-mentioned  com- 
plaint, was  completely  appeafed  by 
the  repeated  ufe  of  the  extra£t,  — 
Collin  extended  the  dofe  to  twen- 
ty-lour or  thirty  grains  a  day; 
though  Stoerck,  and  fome  others, 
recommend  this  extraft  in  the  dofe 
of  one  grain  or  two;  but  Cullen 
never  difcovered  its  anodyne  ef- 
fe6\.s,  till  he  had  proceeded  to  dofes 
of  eight  or  ten  grains,  nay,  fome- 
times  to  fifteen,  nay,  even  to 
twenty. 

In  fine,  the  hvofcvamus  is  found 
oittn  an  agreeable  anodyne,  and 
hypnotic,  and  particubrly  in  con- 
ftifutions  where  opium  will  not 
agree,  becaufe  it  is  lefs  binding  to 
the  belly  :  in  other  refpefls  its 
virtues  feem  to  be  fimilar  to  thofe 
of  opium.  It  fhould  however 
never  be  increafed  to  very  full 
dofes,  becaufe  it  has  been  found, 
when  thus  given,  it  more  readily 
produces  delirinm  than  opium,  and 
in  many  cafes  gives  turbulent  and 
unrefrefliing  fleep. 

The  leaves  have  been  applied  in  , 
the  way  of  poultice,  to  refolve 
fcirrhous  tumours,  and  to  remove 
fome  pains  of  the  arthritic  and 
rheumatic  kind.  In  melancholy, 
mania,  epilepfy,  and  various  con- 
vulfive  afFeftions,  it  has  not  been 
found  to  produce  any  powerful 
etfefts,  nor  fuperior  to  what  have 
been  experienced  by  the  admini- 
flration  of  opium. 

Med.   V I  r  t  .  Narcotic. 

Prep.   ExtraSt — Cataplafm  — 

HYPEPvICI  folia,  fores,  femen  : 
Hyperici  peiforati  Lin.  S.  P.  St. 
John's  wort;  the  leaves,  flowers 
[L.]  and  feeds  [£.] 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  woods 
and  uncultivated  places  throughout 
England.  The  leaves  are  without 
fool-fvalks,  and  placed  in  pairs; 
they  are  entire,  oval,  and  befet 

7 


Part  II.     ■        THE  MATE] 

with  a  great  number  of  minute 
tranfparcMt  veficles,    which  have 
the  appearance  oi  fmall  pe  rforations 
through  the  difc,  and  hence  the 
name  rerfoiviium.'   Its  tafte  is  rougli 
and  bitterifii  ;  the  fniell  difigree- 
able.    Hvpericum  has  long  been 
celebrated  as  a  coiroborant,  diuretic, 
and  vulnerary;  but  rr.ore  particu- 
larly in  hyji.rical,  hybOi'miidriadaly 
.  and  maniiiLal  difordfrs  :  it  has  been 
reckoned  of  fiich  efficacy  in  the 
latter,  as  to  have  thence  received 
:  the  name  oi  fnga  d  i  vionum.    It  was 
.  alfo  recomm.nded  intekn.\lly 
:  for  ivounds,  bruifes,  ulcers,  /pitting 

-  of  blood,  bloody  urine,  agues,  and 
'•aorms;  externally  a»  an  ano- 
4  djne,  detergent,  and  difcutient  ;  howr 
:  ever,  it  is  now  rarely  brought  into 
:  praclice.  It  is  obfervable,  that 
:  the  flowery  tops  tinge  exprelTed 
I  oil  of  a  red  colour  (which  very  few 
>  vegetable  fubflances  will  do),  and 

;  communicate  a  blood-red  to  rei'iti- 
ified  fpirit. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic  —  Sudo  - 
r  Ttfic  —  Alterant, 

HYPOCISTIDIS  fuccus  infpifa- 
:  tus :  Jfari  Hypocijiidis  Lin.  Juice 
c  of  hypociltis. 

Hypociftis  is  a  flefhy  produc- 
t  tion,  growing  in  the  warmer  cli- 
rmatea  from  the  roots  of  different' 
•  kinds  of  cifli.  Its  infpiflated  juice 
.  is  an  ajlringent,  fimi'.ar  to  acacia, 
'but  fomewhat  ftronger.    At  pre- 

-  fent  it  is  fcarce  otherwife  made  ufe 
'  '  than  as  an  ingredient  in  fome  of 

;  old  compofitions. 
Med.  Virt.  /IJlritigent. 
HYSSOPI  folia:    Hjf,pi  offici- 

■  tiarum  cvrulea  Jive  fpicata:.  C.  B. 

FHyfTop;  the  leaves  [E.] 

The  leaves  of  hyfTop  have  an 
aromatic  fmeil,  and  a  warm  pu'n- 
'  It  tafle.    Befides  the  general  vir- 
-3  of  aromatics,  they  are  parti- 
ilarly   recommended  in  Iiutnoral 
'^hma:,  coughs,  and  other  dijlrdcrs 
'he  breajl  and  lungs  ;  and  faid  to 
■mate  expefloralioti.     An  infufion 
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of  the  leaves  is  chiefly  drank  as 
.tea,  fwectened  with  honey  or  fu- 
gar:  in  contufions,  and  for  remov- 
ing blacknefs  occafioned  by  the 
extravafated  fluids,  this  has  been 
recommended  in  form  of  poultice 
and  foment.ition. 

MiiD.  Virt.  Aromatic  —  Pec- 
toral. 

JALAPTUM  \L.  £.]  Convolvuli 
Jalapte  Lin.  Jalap. 

Jalap  is  the  root  of  an  American 
convolvulus,  brought  to  us  in  thin 
tranfverfe  flices  from  Xalapa,  a 
province  of  New  Spain.  Such 
pieces  fliould  be  chofen  as  are  moft 
compact,  hard,  weighty^  dark-co- 
loured, and  abound  moftj«vith  black 
circular  ftria;.  Slices  of  briony  root 
are  laid  to  be  fometimes  mixed 
with  thofe  of  jalap :  thc/e  may  he 
eafdy  dijlingnijlied  by  their  whiter  co- 
lour a::d  lefs  compaSl  texture.  This 
root  has  no'  fmell,  and  very  little 
talte  upon  ,the  tongue  ;  but  when 
fvvallowed,  it  affefts  the  throat  with 
a  fenfe  of  heat,  and  occafions  a 
plentiful  difcharge  of  faliva.  ^ 

Jalap  in  fubftance,  taken  in  a 
dofe  of  about  half  a  dram  (lefs  or 
more,  according  to  the  circum- 
ftancesof  the  patient)  in  plethoric^ 
or  cold  phlegmatic  habits,  proves  an 
ejie filial,  and  in  general  a  fafe  pur. 
gativc,  performing  its  ofhce  n)ildly, 
fcldom  occafioning  naufea  or  gripes, 
which  too  frequently  accompany 
the  other  ftrong  cathartics.  In  //y- 
pochondriacal  dif orders,  and  hot  bili- 
ous tempei-aments,  it  gripes  violently, 
if  the  jalnp  be  good  ;  but  rarely 
takes  due  effeft  as  a  purge.  An 
extradt,  made  by  water,  purges  al- 
nioji  univerfally,  but  weakly;  and  at 
the  fimie  time  has  a  conJijeraLJe  cf- 
fcH  by  urine:  the  root  remaining 
after  this  procefs,  gripes  violently. 
77/1?  pure  re  fin,  prepared  by  fpirit  of 
wine,  occafions  mo/l  violent  gripi/igs^ 
and  other  ten  i/dr/ymptoms,  but  l^carce 
provis  at^  all  cathartic  ;  triturated 
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to////  fugar^  or  loitJi  almonds  into  the 
form  of  an  emuljiori.,  or  dijjolved  in 
Jpirit  and  mixed  "with fyrupSy  it  purges 
plentifully  in  a  fmall  dufe,  luiihoitt  oc- 
cajiotiing  much  difordcr :  the  part  of 
the  jalap  remaining  after  the  repa- 
ration of  the  refin  yields  to  water 
an  cxtraL%  which  has  no  eifefl-  as  a 
cathartic,  but  operates  ^^ozverfully  bj 
urine. 

Frederick  Hoffman  particularly 
cautions  againft  giving  this  medi- 
cine to  children,  and  aflures  us, 
that  it  will  deftroy  appetite,  weak- 
en the  body,  and  perhaps  occaiion 
even  death.  In  this  point  this  ce- 
lebrated praftitioner  was  probably 
deceived:  children,  whofe  veffels 
are  lax,  and  food  fofc  and  lubri- 
cating, bear  thefe  kinds  of  medi- 
cines, as  Geoffrey  obferves,  better- 
than  adults. 

Jalap  united  with  cryftals  of  tar- 
tar, and  well  triturated,  or  aifo 
with  hard  fugar,  forms  a  very  eafy 
and  plealant  purgative;  for  it  will 
operate  in  lefTer  dofes  than  when 
taken  by  itfelf,  and  at  the  fame 
time  very  moderately,  and  without 
griping.  Jalap,  united  with  double 
its  weight  of  falts  of  tartar,  forms 
the  compound  powder  of  jalap; 
which  may  be  taken  in  dofes  of 
from  two  fcruples  to  four,  thefim- 
pie  powder  only  in  half  that  quan- 
tity, which  is  fuppoftd  equal  to 
ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  the  extract, 
or  about  jij.  of  the  tinfture ; 
mixed  with  calomel  it  is  confi- 
dered  a  good  anthelmintic  ;  and 
a  hydragoguc,  and  given  in  drop- 
fies. 

It  is  not  proper  to  adminifter  it 
in  acute  fevers,  or  in  hot  or  dry 
conftitulions  ;  for  in  tliefe,  like  the 
refl  of  acrid  and  irritating  purga- 
tives, it  aggravates  the  intenfe  and 
often  inflammatory  heat  in  the  vif- 
cera ;  and  produces  a  fparing,  nay, 
indeed,  frequently  not  any  evacu- 
ation at  all._  It  is  a  moft  agreeable 
purgative  in  cold  confiitutions,  and 


fuch  as  abound  with  ferous  fluids^ 
particularly  in  drop/y^  anafarca,  and 
and  cachexy.  Thus  far  Geqffkoy  : 
though  Dr,  CuLLEN  fays,  that  he 
never  . knew  it  heating  except  when 
given  in  very  large  dofes. 

Med.  Virt.  Cathartic. 

Prep.  Compound  Powder  —  Ex- 
traH  —  Rcjin  —  and  T.nHure. 

JAPONICA  HWLh.five  cate- 
chu. Mimoza  Catechu  Liu.  Suppl.  P, 

yL.E.\ 

An  infpifTated  vegetable  juice, 
prepared  in  the  Eaft-Indies  from 
the  fruit,  as  is  fuppofed,  of  the 
areca  palm-tree.    It  is  dry  and  pul- 
verable,  outwardly  of  a  reddifli  co- 
lour, inwardly  of  a  fhining  dark 
brown,  almoft  black,  with  fome 
caft  of  red.    When  pure,  it  dif- 
folves  totally  in  water,  and  almofl 
totally  in  rectified  fpirit.    As  we 
ufualiy  meet  with  it,  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  fandy  matter  is 
left  by  both  thefe  menftrua.  This 
medicine  is  a  mild  afringent,  and 
frequently  employed  as  fuch  in  alvine 
fuxes^  utaine  profluvia,  in  laxity  and 
debil.iy  of  the  vifcera  in  general,  and 
in  coughs  proceeding  from  thin  acrid 
dejluxions.    It  is  often  fufFered  to 
di/ToIve  leifurely  in  the  mouth  as  a 
topical  aftringent  for  laxities  and 
exulcerations.  in  the  gums,  for  aph 
thous  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  and  fimi 
Jar  affections.     Its  tafte  is  more 
agreeable  than  that  of  moft  other 
fu  bftances  of  this  clafs ;  chewed 
for  fome  time,  it  leaves  a  kind  of 
Aveetiflinefs  in  the  mouth.  The 
troches  and  tincture,  kept  in  the 
fliops,   are  very  elegant  prepar- 
ations of  it, 

JASMIN  I  fios  :  J'afmini  ofici- 
nalis  Lin.  Jafmine  ;  the  ilowers. 

This  is  a  fmall  tree,  commonly 
planted  in  our  gardens.  The  flow- 
ers have  a  ftrong  fmell,  which  is 
liked  by  mnft  people;  exprefied 
oils  extraft  their  fragrance  by  ii>- 
fufion;  and  water  elevates  fome- 
what  of  it  in  diiliilationj  but  no  cf- 
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fential  oil  '^is  hitherto  been  ob- 
tained from  them  :  the  dillilled 
water,  kept  for  a  little  time,  lofes 
jts  odour.  As  to  their  medical  vir- 
tues, the  prefent  praiftice  expefts 
not  anv  from  them,  notwithftand- 
iiig  they  have  been  recommended 
/"vr  promoting  delivay,  curing  ulcer- 
titions  of  the  utei  us,  &:c. 

^Ied.  Virt.  Stimulant. 

ICHTHYOCOLLA.  Acipenftr 
ruthaiuset  Hufo  L.  SjJ}.  Nat.  Filli- 
glue,  or  ifing-glafs  [Z,.] 

This  is  a  folid  glutinous  fiib- 
ilance,  obtained  from  a  large  kind 
of  fifh,  of  the  Ihirgeon  kind,  canght 
in  the  feas  of  Mufcovy.  The  flcin, 
and  fome  other  parts  of  the  animal, 
are  boiled  in  water,  the  decoftion 
infpifTatcd  to  a  proper  confiftence, 
and  then  poured  out  fo  as  to  form 
thin  cakes ;  thefe  are  either  further 
exficcated  till  perfeftly  dry,  or  cut 
whilft  foft  into  flices,  which  are 
afterwards  bent,  or  rolled  up  into 
fpiral,  horfe-flioe,  and  other  fhapes. 
But  it  has  lately  been  declared  by 
iMr.  Jackfon  to  be  the  air-bladder, 
ir.teflines,  and  other  membranous 
parts  of  fiflies  freed  from  their  na- 
tural ffiucus,  rolled  up,  and  dried. 
This  glue  is  more  employed  for 
mechanic  purpofes  than  in  medi- 
cine. It  may  be  given  in  a  thin 
acrimonious  Jiate  of  the  juices,  after 
the  fame  manner  as  the  vegetable 
gums  and  mucilages ;  regard  being 
had  to  their  different  difpofition  to 
putrefcence. 

It  is  given  in  fluor  albus,  conti- 
nued diarrhoea,  and  other  weak- 
ncflcs,  boiled  into  a  jelly  with  milk. 
— A  flrong  folution  in  water, 
when  fpread  on  filk,  forms  an  ele- 
gant plafter,  which  joined  with 
refins  and  balfams  takes  the  name 
of  ccuri-plnficr. 

IMPERA TORT^E  radix  :  Impc- 
ratcries  ojlruihium  Lin.  Matter- wort; 
the  root  [^.] 

This  is  a  native  of  the  Alps  and 
Pyrencan  mountains,   and  fome 


parts  of  Germany,  whence  we  are 
fupplied  with  roots  fupcricr  in  aro- 
matic flavour  to  thofe  raifed  in  our 
gardens.  The  fmell  of  this  root  is 
very  fragrant;  its  tafte  bitterifli, 
warm,  and  pungent,  glowing  iii 
the  mouth  for  a  long  time  after  it 
has  been  chewed.  This  fimple, 
though  undoubtedly  an  elegant 
aromatic,  is  not  regarded  In  the 
prefent  pradtice  :  it  is  fcarcely  ever 
direfted  in  extemporaneous  pre- 
fcription,  and  the  only  otHcinal 
compofition  it  has  a  place  in,  is  the 
plague-water  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia.  Its  flavour  is 
fimilar  to  that  of  angelica,  but 
flronger. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic. 

IPECACUANHA  [I.  £.].A 
root  brought  from  the  Spaniih 
Weft-Indies. 

It  is  divided  into  two  forts,  Pe- 
ruvian  and  Brazilian  :  hut  the  eye 
diftinguiflies  three,  afli-coloured  or 
grey,  brown,  and  white.  The 
coloured,  or  Peruvian  ipecacuanha 
of  the  fliopSj  is  a  fmall  wrinkled 
root,  bent  and  contorted  into  a 
great  variety  of  figures,  brought 
over  in  fliort  pieces,  full  of  wjrin- 
kles,  and  deep  -circular  fiffures, 
quite  down  to  a  fmall  white  woody 
fibre  that  runs  in  the  middle  of 
eacii  piece  :  the  cortical  part  is 
compaft,  brittle,  looks  fmooth  and 
refinous  upon  breaking:  it  has  very 
little  fmell ;  the  tafte  is  bitterifli  and 
fubacrid,  covering  the  tonoue,  as 
It  were,  witTi  a  kind  of  mucilage. 
The  brown  is  fmall,  arid  fomewhat 
more  wrinkled  than  the  forcgoins, 
of  a  brown  or  blackifli  colour  witU- 
out,  and  white  within  ;  this  is 
brought  from  Brazil.  The  luhiie 
fort  is  woody,  has  no  wrinkles, 
and  no  perceptible  bitternefs  in 
tafte.  The  firft  fort  (the  afli-co- 
loured  or  grey  ipecacuanha)  is  that 
ufually  preferred  for  medicinal  ufe. 
The  brown  has  been  fort-.etimes  ob- 
ferved,  even  in  a  fmall  dofe,  to 
Ma 
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produce  violent  efFefts.  The  white, 
though  taken  in  a  hirge  one,  has 
fcarce  any  efFcft  at  all  :  Mr.  Geof- 
fioy  calls  this  fort  baftard  ipeca- 
cuanha, and  complains  that  it  is 
an  im]K)rition  upon  the  public. 
To  what  fpecies  of  plant  the  ipe- 
cacuanha belongs,  has  not  as  yet 
been  determined.  Geoffroy,  Neu- 
mann, Dale,  and  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 
inform  us,  that  the  roots  of  a  kind 
of  apocynun-1  (dog's  bane)  are  too 
frequently  brought  over  inftead  of 
it:  and  inffanccs  are  given  of  ill 
confequences  loUowing  from  the 
life  of  thefe  roots.  If  the  marks 
above  Liid  down,  particularly  the 
afli-colour,  bitternefs,  deep  wrin- 
kles, and  bitterilh  tafte,  be  Ctire- 
fully  attended  to,  all  miftakes  of 
this  kind  may  be  prevented. 

Ipecacuanha  was  firft  brought 
into  Europe  about  the  middle  of 
the  lalT:  century,  and  an  account  of 
it  publifiied  about,  the  fame  time 
by  Pifo  ;  but  it  did  not  come  in- 
to general  ufe  till  about  the  year 
1686,  when  Helvetius,  under  the 
patron:ige  of  Lewis  XIV.  intro- 
duced it  into  praftice.  This  root  is 
one  cf  the  milrleji  and  fafejl  emetics 
ve  are  acquainted  with  ;  and  has 
this  peculiar  advantage,  that  if  it 
Jimdd  not  operate  by  vomit,  it  paffes 
of  by  the  other  etnundories.  It  was 
firft  introduced  among  us  with  the 
character  of  an  al/noji  irfallible  re- 
7Kedy  in  d  fcnteries  and  other  invete- 
rate fluxes ;  as  alfo  in  diforder s  pro- 
ceeding from  obf.riMions  of  longfland- 
ing :  nor  has  it  loft  much  of  its 
reputation  by  time.  Jn  dyfenteries^ 
it  almoft  ahvays  produces  happy  ef- 
fcBs,  and  often  performs  a  cure  in 
a  verv  fliort  fpace  of  time.  In  other 
fluxes  of  the  belly,  in  beginning  dyfen- 
teries, and  fuch  as  are  of  a  malignant 
kind,  or  Tohere  the  patient  breathes  a 
tainted  air,  it  has  not  been  found 
equally  fuccefsfu).  In  thefe  cafes, 
it  is  necefTarv  to  continue  the  ufe 
efthis  medicine  for  feveral  days, 


and  to  join  with  it  opiates,  dia- 
phoretics, and  the  like.  This  root, 
given  in  fubflance,  is  as  effeflual,  if 
not  mure  fo  than  any  ef  the  preparations 
of  it :  the  pure  refin  acts  as  a  ftrong 
irritating  emetic,  but  is  of  little 
fervicc  in  dyfenteries  ;  whilft  an 
extra(Q:  prepared  with  water  is  al- 
moft of  equal  fervice  in  thefe  cafes 
with  the  root  itfelf,  though  it  haS 
little  efFeft  as  an  emetic.  Geoffroy 
concludes  hence,  thai  the  chief  vir- 
tue of  ipecacuaniia  in  dyfenteries 
depends  upon  its  gummy  fubftance, 
which  lining  the  inteftines  with  a 
foft  mucilage,  when  their  own  mu- 
cus has  been  abraded,  occafions 
their  exulcerations  to  heal,  and  de- 
fends them  from  the  acrimony  of 
the  juices:  and  that  the  refinous 
pirt,  in  -which  the  emetic  quality 
refldes,  is  required,  where  the  mor- 
bific matter  is  lodged  in  the  glands 
of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines.  But 
if  the  virtues  of  this  root  were  en- 
tirely owing  to  its  mucilaginous  or 
gurn^y  part,  pure  gums,  or  muci- 
lages, might  be  employed  to  equal 
advantage.  Water,  aflifted  bv  a 
boiling  heat,  takes  up  froin  all  ve- 
getables a  confiderable  portion  of 
refinous  along  with  the  gummy 
matter.  If  the  ipecacuanha  re- 
maining after  the  aflion  of  water 
be  digefted  with  pure  fpirit,  it  will 
not  yield  half  fo  much  refin  as  at 
firft  :  fo  that  the  aqueous  extraft 
differs  from  the  crude  root  only  in 
degree,  being  proportionably  lefs 
refinous,  and  having  lefs  effec'^t, 
both  as  an  emetic,  and  in  the  cure 
of  dyfenteries.  The  virtues  of  ipe- 
cacuanha, in  this  diforder,  depend 
upon  its  promoting  perfpiration, 
the  freedom  of  which  is  here  of  the 
uttnoft  importance,  and  an  increafe 
of  which,  even  in  an  healthful  per- 
fon,  is  generally  obferved  to  iup- 
prcfs  the  evacuation  by  ftool.  In 
dyfenteries,  the  fkin  is  for  the  iroft 
part  dry  and  tenfe,  and  perfpira- 
tion obftrufted  ;  the  common  dia- 
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phoretics*  pafs  off  without  cffeft 
through  the  intcflinal  canal :  finall 
doles  of  this  root  have  been  admi- 
niitertd  with  the  bcft  effe(5ls.  prov- 
ing both  laxative  and  di^iplioretic  : 
but  ipecacuanha,  if  the  patient,  af- 
ter a  puke  or  two,  be  covered  up 
warm,  brings  on  a  plentiful  fweat. 
After  the  removal  of  the  dyfentcry, 
it  is  necedary  to  continue  the  ufe 
of  the  medicine  for  fome  time  lon- 
ger, in  order  to  prevent  a  relapfe. 
For  this  purpofe,  a  few  grains,  di- 
vided into  feveral  dofes,  fo  as  not 
to  occafion  any  fenfible  evacuation, 
may  be  exhibited  every  day  ;  by 
which  means  the  cure  is  effeftually 
eftab  ifhed.  And  indeed  fmall  dofes, 
given  even  from  the  beginning, 
have  been  often  found  to  have  bet- 
ter effects  in  the  cure  of  tiiis  difeafe 
than  larger  ones.  Geoffroy  in- 
forms us,  from  his  own  experience, 
that  he  has  obferved  ten  grains 
of  the  powder  to  a£l:  as  effeftually 
as  a  fcruple  or  two;  aftd  there- 
fore coniines  the  dofe  betwixt  fix 
and  ten  grains :  it  has  lately  been  , 
found,  that  even  fmaller  dofes  prove  ' 
fuiiiciently  emetic.  The  only  ofH- 
cinal  preparation  of  this  root  is  a 
tincture  made  in  wine. 

Dr.  Akenfideremarks,  that  where 
nothing  contraindicates  repeated 
vomiting,  he  knows  no  medicine 
fo  effectual  as  ipecacuanha,  in /pa/- 
modic  aflhmas.  In  violent  parox- 
yfms,  a  fcrupie  procures  relief 
im.mediately  ;  where  the  difeafe  is  , 
hahitiiul,  from  three  to  five  grains 
every  morning,  or  from  five  to  ten 
every  oti  er  morning,  mcy  be  given 
for  a  month  or  fix  weeks.  It  has 
alfo  been  fuccefsfuily  ufed  in  h;B- 
morrhaee? ;  in  menorrhagia  one 
third  of,  or  half  a  grain  given  every 
four  hours,  has  been  faid  to  effeft 
a  cure.  In  catarrhal,  or  even  con- 
fumptive  cafes,  as  well  as  in  vari- 
ous ftates  of  fever  fmall  dofes  have 
been  found  of  great  ufe, 

Intermittcnti  have  been  cured  by 


giving  five  grains,  or  enough  to 
excite  naufea,  an  hour  before  the 
aecellion  of  the  fit  was  expected. 
They  have  alfo  been  fuccefstidiy 
treated  bv  ipecacuanha  given  as  an 
emetic  at  the  time  of  tlie  acceffion, 
or  at  the  end  of  the  cold  ftage. 
When  combined  with  opium,  it 
affords  us  the  moff  ufeful  and  ac- 
tive fweating  medicine  of  which 
we  are  in  polfeilion. 

A  full  dofe  of  ipecacuanha  in 
powder  is  one  fcruj)le,  as  an  eme- 
tic; as  a  diaphoretic,  from'  half  a 
grain  to  three  :  'and  of  ipecacuan- 
ha wine,  in  the  firlt  intention,  from 
to  jxij. ;  in  the  latter,  from 
from  twenty  to  forty  drops  with  a 
fourth  part  or  more  of  tinfture  of 
opium. 

Med.  ViRT.  Emetic  —  Diapho- 
retic. 

Prep.  Powder — compound  Poiu- 
der  —  Tinfiure. 

IRIDIS  FLORENTINy^  ra- 
dix  :  L.  S.  P.  Florentine  orris  ;  the 
root  {L.  £.] 

There  are  feveral  varieties  of  this 
plant  cultivated  in  our  gardens  on 
account  of  the  elegance  of  their 
flowers.  The  roots,  when  recent, 
have  a  bitter,  acrid,  naufeous  tafte^, 
and  taken  into  the  body  prove 
Jirongly  cathartic ;  and  hence  the 
juice  is  recomniended  in  dropfies^ 
in  a  dofe  of  three  or  four  fcruples. 
By  drying  they  lofe  this  quaLty, 
yet  ffiil  retain  a  fomevvhat  pungent, 
bitterifli  talte :  their  fmell  in  this 
ftate  is  of  the  aromatic  kind;  thofe 
produced  in  the  warmer  climates 
have  a^very  grateful  flavour,  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  March  vio- 
lets :  hence  the  ufe  of  the  Floren- 
tine iris  in  perfumes,  and  for  fla- 
vouring liquors.  In  the  dried  ftatc 
in  which  we  have  it,  it  is  confi- 
dered  as  a  very  infigniKcant  expec- 
torant. 

JUGl.ANS.  Julians  regia  L. 
S.  P.   Walnut  J  the  unripe  fruit 
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A  watery  extraft  prepared  from 
the  unripe  fruit  of  this  tree  gather- 
ed at  the  accuftomary  time  of  pick- 
ling, has  an  acrid,  h'itterillt,  flight- 
ly  aromatic  lafte,  not  difagreeabic, 
and  is  employed  chiefly  as  an  an- 
thehiiintic.  For  this  '  pnrpofe  a 
foUition  of  the  extract  is  diilblved 
hi  half  an  ounce  of  cinnamon  wa- 
ter, of  which  from  twenty  to  thirty 
drops  are  given  at  firfl.'  thrice  a 
day  to  infants  two  or  three  years 
old,  and  afterwards  from  forty  to 
fifty, -for  fix  or  eight  days;  the 
third  or  fifth  day  giving  a  purga- 
tive, with  or  without  calomel. 

M E  D ,  "V I R T .  Opening  and  Anthel- 
mhi/ic. 

Prep,  hiffijfated  Juke. 

JUNIPERI  bacc^e,  cacumen. — 
Juniperi  communis  Lin.  Juniper  ; 
the  berries  and  tops  [L.  £.] 

This  is  an  evergreen  flirub,  grow- 
ing upon  heaths  and  hilly  grounds 
in  all  the  parts  of  Europe :  the 
wood  and  refin  are  not  at  prefent 
made  ufe  of  for  medicinal  pur- 
pofes  :  the  berries  are  brovight  from 
Holland,  where  this  ftirub  is  very 
plentiful. 

Juniper  berries  have  a  ftrong, 
not  difagreeable  fmell ;  and  a 
warm,  pungent,  fweet  tafte,  which, 
if  they  be  long  chewed,  or  pre- 
vioufly  well  bruifcd,  is  followed 
by  a  bitterifli  one.  The  pungency 
fcems  to  reiide  in  the  bark  ;  the 
fiveei  in  the  juice  ;  the  aro?naticfla- 
lour  in  oily  veficles,  fprend  through 
the  fubftance  of  the  pulp,  and  di- 
ftinguHhable  even  by  the  eye  ;  and 
the  bitter  in  the  feeds  :  the  frefli 
berries  yield,  on  expreffion,  a  rich, 
fweet,  honey-like,-  aromatic  juice ; 
if  previoufly  pounded  fo  as  to  break 
tlie  feeds,  the  juice  proves  tart  and 
bitter. 

Thcfe  berries  are  ufeful  carmina- 
tives and  Jiomacliics ;  are  chiefly  ufed 
for  their  diuretic  effefts  ;  and  are 
confidered  alfo  as  diaphoretics.  The 
ii4Uor  remaining  aAer  the  diflil- 


lation  of  the  oil,  pafled  through  a 
ftrainer,  and  gently  exhaled  to  the 
confidence  of  a  rob,  proves  like- 
wife  a  medicine  of  great  utility, 
and  in  many  cafes  is  perhaps  pre- 
ferable to  the  oil,  or  berry  itfelf. 
Hoffman  is  exprefsly  of  this  opini- 
on, and  llrongly  recommends  it  in 
debility  of  the  Jlomach  and  intfjiines, 
and  fays  it  is  particularly  of  fervicc 
to  ola  people  who  are  fubjefl  to  thefe 
dif orders^  or  labour  under  a  difficulty 
luith  regard  to  the  urinary  excretion  : 
this  rob  is  of  a  dark,  brownifli  yel- 
low colour,  a  balfarnic  fweet  tafte, 
with  a  little  of  the  bitter,  accord- 
ing as  the  feeds  in  the  berry  have 
been  more  or  lefs  bruifed. 

Cullen  is  of  a  very  different 
opinion.  Hethinksthis  rob  an  inert 
fubftance,  and  that  the  berries  de- 
rive all  their  properties  from  the 
eflential  oil,  which  is  like  that  of 
turpentine,  but  of  a  more  agreea- 
ble odour  :  —  this  oil  in  dofes  of 
two  or  three  drops  is  found  to  be 
an  aftive  ftimulant.  The  berries 
are  chiefly  taken  in  infufion,  to 
which  is  added  a  proper  propor- 
tion of  gin,  and  this  is  thought 
to  form  a  proper  drink  for  hyd'opic 
patients. 

M  K  D .  V I R  T .  Carminative  —  Sto- 
machic— and  Diuretic. 

Prep,       compomid  Spirit  —' 
Efential  Oil. 

KERMES.  Coccus  quercits  coc- 
cife.r^  Lin.  Kermes ;  the  grain. 

Thefe  grains  appear,  when  frefti, 
full  of  fmall,  reddifli  ovnla,  or 
animalcules,  of  which  they  are 
the  nidus.  On  exprelTion,  they 
yield  a  red  juice,  of  a  bitterifli, 
fomewhat  rough  and  pungent  tafte, 
and  a  not  unpleafant  fmell  :  this 
is  brought  to  us  from  the  fouth  of 
France.  Tlie  grains  themfelves 
are  cured  by  fprinkling  with  vine- 
gar before  exficcation  :  this  pre- 
vents the  exclufion  of  tlie  ova,  and 
kills  fuch  of  the  animals  as  are  al- 
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ready  hatclied  ;  otherwife,  they 
change  into  a  winged  infeifV,  leav- 
ing the  grain  an  empty  hv,(k. 

Kermes,  confideied  as  a  medi- 
cine, is  z  gt\Tttfu!,  very  mild  rejlriii- 
gent,  and  ^-wroboiant.  In  this  light 
it  was  looked  upon  by  the  Greeks. 
The  Arabians  added  a  cordial  vir- 
tue, European  writers  alio  have  in 
genera!  recommended  it  for  exhila- 
rating the  fplrits,  and  agninft  palpi- 
tations cf  the  heart ;  but  more  parti- 
cularly y*??-  promoting  birth,  and  pre- 
venting abortion.  I  have  known, 
fays  GeoiFroy,  many  women,  who 
had  never  reached  the  end  of  preg- 
nancy, made  joyful  mothers  by  the 
ufe  of  pills  compofed  of  kermes, 
germin  o-jor.  exjiccat.  and  conJeFtio  de 
byacintho  (a  compofition  contain- 
ing fome  vegetable  aftringents  a^id 
aromatics,  together  with  go.d  and 
filver  leaf,  four  precious  ftone.'j,  and 
other  ingredients  of  lefs  value)  : 
three  of  thefe  pills  muft  be  taken 
for  the  firlt  dofe,  and  this  repeated 
three  times,  at  the  interval  of  twice 
three  hours;  after  which  three  pills 
more  are  to  be  taken  every  morn- 
ing on  the  three  lafl:  days  of  the 
moon  in  every  month  till  delivery. 
Kotwithftanding  this  afTertion,  we 
conceive  our  readers  will  with  us 
believe,  that  neither  the  kermis, 
nor  its  auxiliaries,  are  to  be  much 
depended  on. 

Med.  ViRT.  AJlringent Corro- 
bcrant. 

Prep.  ConfeHion. 
KIXO.  Gutnmi  rubrum  aftrin- 
gen:  I)  '  Fothergill  in  Med.  Obf. 
Kino  [L.  £.]  Red  aftringent  gum 
from  Garnl/ia  :  fuppofed  to  exude 
from  incifions  made  in  the  trunks. 
.  of  certain  trees  called  pan  de  fan- 
gut,  growing  in  the  inland  parts  of 
Africa.  ,  . 

It  is  very  friable,  fo  as  to  be 
crumbled  in  pieces  by  the  hands ; 
of  an  opake  dark  rcddidi  colour 
inclinine  to  black  ;  when  reduced 
to  powder,  of  a  deep  btick  red.  It 


has  a  refemblance  to  catechu,  but 
is  more  red  aijd  allringent'.  Great 
part  of  it  dilTolves  readily  in  the 
mouth,  difcovering  a  ftrong  but 
grateful  aftringency.  The  red  a- 
ftringent  gum  from  New  South 
■^'^les  is  very  fimilar  to  kino. 

It  has  been  ufefiil  in  fome  uterine 
hemorrhages,  particularly  after 
child-bearing. 

It  is  foluble  in  aqueous  and  fpiri- 
tuous  menftriia.  The  Edinburgh 
college  have  now  received  this  g\im  . 
as  an  officinal,  and  have  direffed  a 
tinfture,  in  which  two  ounces  of 
it  are  diflblved  in  a  pound  and  an 
half  of  proof  fpirit.  One  part  of 
kino  united  with  three  parts  of 
alum,  Dr.  Cullea  fays,  has  proved 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  aflrin- 
gents  with  which  he  was  ever  ac- 
quainted. This  compofition  may 
be  given  from  five  to  fifteen  grains 
o^more  every  four  hours  in  ute- 
rine and  pulmonary  hemorrhage. 
Forty  grains  of  gum  arable  added 
to  3j.  of  kino  and  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  fyrup  of  white  poppy,  forms 
an  agreeable  aflringent  linftus  ;  of 
which  a  tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken 
occafionally. 

It  is  recommended  in  diforders 
from  laxity  and  acrimony,  habitual^ 
diarrhaas,  flmr  albus,  and  femtjiat- 
•wcakneffes. 

Med.  Virt.  AJiringent. 

Prep.  Tindure  —  Styptic  Poioder. 

LAC.  Milk. 

Milk  appears  to  be  a  vegetable; 
juice,  with  little  or  nothing  of  an 
animal  nature.  The  quality  and> 
ufes  of  this  foft  nutritious  liquor 
are  in  general  well  known  :  we 
fhall  therefore,  in  this  place,  only 
give  an  account  of  fome  experi- 
ments, pointing  out  the  alterations, 
it  undergoes  from  dilTercnt  admix- 
tures, and  the  difference  in  quality 
of  the  milk  of  different  animals. 

New  milk  mixes  oniformly  witH 
common  water,  the,  mineral  chalv-' 
M4 
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beate  waters,  wines  and  malt  li- 
quors that,  are  not  acid,  weak  vi- 
nous fjirits,  f;lutions  of  fiigar, 
foaps,  and  neutral  falts;  but  not 
witb  oils  exprefTed  or  diftiiled. 
Acids  bf«h  niineml  and  vegetable 
coagulate  it:  as  alfo  do  fixt  and 
volatile  alkalies,  and  highly  rc(fti- 
fied  fpirit  of  wine  :  the^fcurd  made  ■ 
by  acids  is  in  part  refdlved  again 
by  alkaline  liquors,  as  that  made  by 
alkahe-i  is  by  acids.  Neutral  falts, 
nitre  i'l  particular,  preferve  it  from 
coa,u.£.ting  fpontaneoufly ;  and  like- 
wile  lender  it  lefs  eafily  coagulable 
by  acids. 


Upon  evapo- 
rating twelve 
ounces  of 


There  remained 
of  dry  matter 

drams. 


The  human  milk  is  the  fweeteft 
of  thefc  liquors,  and  that  of  afTcs 
next  to  it.  This  lattei  is  the  nioft 
dilute  of  them  ail;  on  fuffcring 
it  to  coagulate  fpontaneoufly,  the 
curd  fcarce  amounted  to  two  drams, 
from  twelve  ounces,  whilfi  that  of 
cows'  milk  was  five  times  as  much  : 
the  coagulum  of  afles'  milk,  cvea 
when  n^.ade  iiy  .icids,  forms  oiijy 
into  fine  light  flak'.s  which  fv.  im  in 
the  ferum  ;  that  of  goats'  milk  con- 
cretes into  mol-e  compaft  mafles, 
which  fink. 


From  which  water  extraiSed  a 
fweet  faline  fubfiance,  amount:, 
ing,  when  exliccated,  to 
drams. 


Cows' niilk  13 

Goats'  milk  i2§ 
Human  milk  8 
Afles'  milk  8 

The  faline  fubftance  obtained 
from  aires'  inilk  was  white,  and 
fueet  as  fugar;  that  of  tlie  others 
brown  or  yellow,  and  confiderably 
lefs  fweet ;  that  of  cows'  milk,  the 
lead  iweet  of  all.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  alTes'  milk  contains  more 
ferum,  and  much  more  of  a  lac- 
charine  faline  matter,  than  that  of 
cows  and  goats;  and  that  thefe 
two  abound  mofl  with^'unftuous 
grofs  matter:  hence  thefe  are  found 
to  be  moft  nutritious,  whilft  the 
firft  proves  moft  effedual  as  an 
aperient  and  detergent. 

The  infp'ilTated  refiduum  of  milk, 
digefted  .yi'ith  about  as  much  water 
as  was  ^^fled  in  the  evaporation, 
yields  an  elegant  kind  of  whey, 
more  agreeable  in  tafte,  and  which 
keepi  better,  than  that  made  in  the 
common  manner.  This  liquor  pro- 
piotes  the  natural  fecretions  in  ge- 
peral,  and,  if  its  ufc  be  duly  conti- 
pued,  does  good  fcrvife  in  fqorby- 
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tic,  and  other  diforders  proceeding 
from  thick  phlegm  and  obftructions 
of  the  vifcera. 

There  are  confiderable  differ- 
ences in  the  milk  of  the  fam.e  ani- 
mal, according  to  its  different  ali- 
rhent.  Diofcorides  relates,  that  the 
milk  of  goats,  who  feed  on  the  fcam- 
mony  plant  and  fpurges  proved  ca- 
thartic: and  examples  are  given  ia 
the  Afta  Haffnieniia  of  bitter  milk 
from  the  animal's  having  eatea 
wormwood.  It  is  a  common  obfer- 
vatiun,  that  cathartics  and  fpiritu^ 
ous  liquors  given  to  a  mirfe  atfecl 
the  child  :  and  that  the  milk  of 
animals  feeding  on  green  herbs  is 
much  iTiQre  dilute  than  when  they 
are  fed  with  dry  ones.  Hoffman, 
from  whom  moft  of  the  foregoing 
obf/rvations  are  taken,  carries  this 
point  fo  far,  as  to  direft  the  animal 
to  be  dieted  according  to  the  difeafe 
for  which  its  milk  is  to  be  drank. 

Milk  in  a  medicinal  view  is  cQa« 
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fidered  as  an  emollient,  an  analep- 
tic, and  corroborant. — Curier-'nilk, 
as  containing  a  Aveet  and  acid,  is 
certainly  laxative,  though  ivot 
ftronglv  fo  without  large  quanti- 
ties have  been  taken. 

LACCJ,   gummi-refina :  Crotoii 
lacc  ftyum  Lin.  Lac,  gnin-refin. 

This  is  a  fort  of  wax,  ot  a  red 
.  olour,  colleifled  in  the  Eaft-Indies 
by  certain  infefts,  and  depofited  on 
fticki  faftened  for  that  purpofe  in 
.  le  earth.    It  is  brought  over  ei- 
ther adhering  to  the  (ticks,  or  m 
fm.ill  rranfparent  grains,  or  in  fe- 
mi-tranfparent  flat  cakes  :  the  firft 
is  called  jhck-lack,  the  fecond  fced- 
lac,  and  the  third  Jiell-lac.  On 
breaking  a  piece  of  ftick-!ac,  it  ap- 
pears compofed  of  regular  cells 
ike  the  honeycomb,   with  fmall 
corpufcles  of.  3  deep  red  coldiir 
lodged  Hr:,thenT.    Thefe  are  tke 
youtig  iulecls,  and  to  thefe  the  lac 
owes  -ijs  tinfture;  for  when  freed 
:rom  fhem  its  colour  is  very  dilute. 
iThe  fiieli  and  feed  lacs,  which  do 
not  exhibit  any  infeifts  or  cellular 
•appearance  upon  breaking,  arefup- 
pofed  to  be  artificial  preparations 
of  the  other :  the  feed  fort  is  fn.id 
to  be  the  ftick-lac  bruifed  and  rob- 
bed of  its  more  foluble  parts;  and 
the  fl-iell  to  be  the  feed  l;.c,  melted 
and  formed  into  cakes.    The  fiic}:- 
Ipc  thfrtfore  is  the  genuine  fort,  and 
ought  alone  to  be  ■  emplrjied  for  medi- 
cinal purpofes.     Tnis  concrete  is  of 
great  efteem  in  Germr»nv  and  other 
.coil  titties, /or  laxity  zrA  fponginc/s  of 
jhe gn,»is,  proceeding  from  cold,  or 
?  fcorbiitic  hal)it.    For  this  ufe  the 
lac  is  boiled  in  water,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  little  alum,  which  pro- 
llH>(es  its  foitnion  :  or  a  tinfture  is 
made  from  it  with^rcftiiied  fpirit. 
Thts  lindure  is  recommended  ,a:Jp  in- 
lemally  in  the  fluor  albus,  and  iii  rheu- 
matic and  fcorbjtic  difordcrs  :  it  has 
a  grateful  ftnell,  and  a  iiotimpiea- 
fant,  hitterifi),  aftrin?,ent  tafte  :  in 
fbe  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  a 
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tinfture  is  direfted  to  be  made  with 
fpirit  of  fcurvy-grafs.  The  prin- 
cipal ufe  of  lac  among  us  is  in  cer- 
tain mechanic  arts  as  a  colour- 
ing drug,  and  for  making  fealipg- 
wax. 

jVIed.  Virt.  A/lrittgeiit.  ' 
Pre  p.  TinHure. 

LACTULA  VIROSA.  Lin. 
Strong-fcented  Lettuce  [Z,.] 

The  upper  leaves  of  this  plant 
are  jagged  about  the  edges,  the 
lower  are  not..  In  Britain  it  is  in- 
digenous, found  in  hedg(.s  and  by 
the  fide  of  ditches,  and  flowers  in 
June.  It  differs  widely  in  its  qua- 
lity from  the  garden  lettuce ;  it 
fmells  ftrongly  of  opium,  and  ap- 
•  peM.rs  .to  participate  in  no  fmall  de- 
■gree  ■  of .  its  virtues:  the  narcotic 
powers  r.e|i"tle  in  its  milky  juice.  It 
is  faid  io  'pifigtcJi  tlfirf,  to  be  greatly 
laicatlvr.^  {onjoi^'ff^lj^'  diuretic,  fome^ 
^X's'&.t  diaphoretic^  and  not  difagree- 
able  to  the-ftomacn  ;  but  during  its 
operation  plentifur  dilution  is  al- 
lowed. It  is  given  in  forhi  gf  in-^ 
fpilTated  juice,  in  fmall  dofes,  and. 
recommended  in  dropfies  :  Jtliough 
in  that  difeal'e  of  long  flaiuling  from 
vifceral  obflruftions,  it  has  been 
adminiftered  to  the  quantity  of  lialf 
an  ounce  in  the  day.  Out  of  twen-' 
ty-four  droplical  pati'uits,  ac- 
cording to  the  account  of  Dr. 
Collin  of  Vienna,  twenty-three 
v/ere  cured. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic''t^Dia/</iO' 
retic  — Laxarive.  "  ,  '' 

Pr  !•  P.  Infpijfafed  Juice. 

LADANUlVI  [L.J 

This  is  a  refipous  fubflance  e\'- 
uding  upon  the  leaves  of  the  ciHus 
Oetica  Lin.  This  re  (in  is  faid  to 
have  beeri.  fflrp^erly'collecfed  from 
the  begins. of.  goats  who  bronzed 
the  leaV^tT'iif  the  ciftus :  at  prefent 
a  kind  of  rake,  with  ftvcral  ftraps 
or  thongs  of  (kins  fixed  to  it,  is 
drawn  lightly  over  the  flirub,  fo 
as  to  take  up  the  uinftiious  juice, 
which  is  afterwards  fcraped  off 
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with  knives.    It  is  rarely  met  with 
pure,  even  in  the  places  which 
produce  it;  the  dufl,  blown  upon 
tlie  plant  by  the  wind,  mingling 
Avitli  the  tenacious  juice.    The  in- 
habitants are  alfo  faid  to  mix  with 
it  a  certain  black  fand.    In  the 
lliops  two  forts  are  met  with  :  the 
better  (which  is  very  rare)  is  in 
dark-coloured,  almolt  black  mafTes, 
of  the  confiftente  of  a  foft  plafter, 
which  grows  ftill  fofter  upon  being 
handled ;  of  a  very  agreeable  fmell, 
and  of  a  light  pungent  bitterilli 
tafte  :  the  other  fort  is  harder,  not 
fo  dark-coloured,  in  long  rolls  coil- 
ed up :  this  is  of  a  much  weaker 
fmell  than  the  former,  and  has  a 
large  admixture   of  a  fine  fand, 
which  in  the  ladanum  examined 
by  the  French  academy  made  up 
three-fourths  of  the  mafs.  Redified 
fpirit  of  wine  almofl;  entirely  dif- 
folves  pure  ladanum,  leaving  only 
a  fmall  portion  of  gummy  matter 
which  has  no  tafte  or  fmell  :  and 
hence  this  refin  may  be  thus  excel- 
lently purified  for  internal  purpofes. 
This  is  only  ufed  externally  ;  the 
emplaftrum  ladani  forms  an  ele- 
gant fromach  plafter,  and  from  its- 
jnoderate  adhefive  quality  eafily  ad- 
mits of  being  taken  off,  to  renew 
the  volatile  eflTentials.  • 

LAMII  ALBl  folia,  Jlores: 
White  archangel,  or  dead  net- 
tle ;  the  leaves  and  flowers. 

This  grows  wild  in  hedges ;  arid 
flowers  in  April  and  May.  The 
flowers  have  been  particularly  ce- 
lebrated in  uterine  fluors,  and  other 
female  weakneffes,  as  alfo  in  difor- 
ders  of  the  lungs  ;  but  thty  appear 
to  be  of  very  weak  virtue. 

LJP^THUM.  Dock  ;  the  roots. 

We  have  ten  or  eleven  docks 
growing  wild  in  England,  the  roots 
of  moft  of  which  are  brought  to 
market  promifcuoufly  ;  though  two 
have  been  generally  directed  by 
phyficians  in  preference  to  the 
others.    Thefe  are : 

OXYLAPATHUM :  Rumex-ac 


iitiis  Lin.  The  dock  with  long, 
narrow,  fliarp  -  pointed  leaves, 
not  curled  up  about  the  edges. 
[£.] 

HYDROLAPATHUM  :  Rumex 
aqunticus  Lin.  The  great  water- 
dock  [_£.] 

The  leaves  of  the  docks  gently 
loofen  the  belly,  and  have  fome- 
times  been  made  ingredients  in  de- 
coctions for  removing  a  co/live  habit. 
The  roots  are  celebrated  for  the 
cure  of  fcorhutic  and  cutaneous  dif- 
ordersy  both   exhibited  internally, 
and  applied  externally  in  cintments, 
cataplafms,    and  fomentations.  — 
Muntingius  publiflied  a  treatife  on 
thefe  plants  in  the  year  1681,  in 
which  he  endeavours  to  prove,  that 
our  great  water-dock  is  the  hcrbtL 
Britamiica  of  the  ancients  :  and 
indeed  the  defcription  which  Dio- 
fcorides  gives  of  the  latter,  does 
not  ill  as:ree  to  the  former.  This, 
author  therefore  attributes  to  the 
hydrolapathum  all  the  virtues  afcribed 
of  old  to  the  Britannica,  particu- 
larly recommending  it  in  the  fciir- 
■  vy  and  all  its  fymptoms.  Where 
this  diforder  is  of  very  long  ftand- 
ing,  fo  as  not  to  yield  to  the  hydro- 
lapathum alone,  he  directs  a  compo- 
fition,  by  the  ufe  of  which,  he  fays, 
even  the  venereal  lues  will,  in  a 
fliort  time,  be  effeftually  cured. 
Six  ounces  of  the  roots  of  the  water- 
dock,  with  two  of  faffron  ;  and  of 
mace,  cinnamon,  gentian  root,  li- 
quorice root,  and  black  pepper, 
each  three  ounces  (or,  where  the 
pepper  is  improper,  fix  ounces  of 
liquorice),  are  to  be  reduced  into 
coarfc  powder,  and  put  into  a  mix- 
ture of  two  gallons  of  wine,  with 
half  a  gallon  of  ftrong  vinegar,  and 
the  yolks  of  three  eggs ;  and  the 
whole  digefted,  witli  a  moderate 
warmth,  for  three  days,  in  a  glazed 
veffel,  clofe  ftopt:  from  three  to 
fix  ounces  of  this  liquor  are  to  be 
taken  every  morning  on  an  empty 
ftomach,  for  fourteen  or  twenty 
days,  or  longer. 
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It  has  been  confidered  ns  a  pow-  ternally  applied,  it  is  a  powerful 
erful  antiicorbiitic,  taken  internal-  ftimulant  to  tlie  nervous  fyftem.  It 
Iv  •  and  a  ftrong  decoftion  of  it  is  is  principally  recommended  in  ver- 
d  to  put  a  ftop  to  eating  ulcers  tigoes,  paljies,  tremors,  fiipprejfion  of 
■  -     •  the  nienj!rual  evacuations ;  and  in  ge- 

neral in  all  diforders  of  the  heady 
nerves,  and  uterus,  proceeding  from 


jii  the  mouth  and  tonfils,  cures 
foongy  gums,  &c.  Boerhaave, 
-m  his  own  experience,  extob  it 
. ,  ufeful  in  fcerbutic,  rheumatic, 
and  cutaneous  diforders;  alfo  in 
diforders  from  obdrufted  vifcera. 
It  is  (iiid  to  have  been  evidently 
ufeful  in  aflifting  the  ftomach  in 
the  office  of  di^eftion  ;  and  the  root 
dried  and  powdered  is  reported  to 
be  a  powerful  antifeptic.  This  has 
fo  been  recommended  as  an  ex- 
.llent  dentrifice.  Should  the  pow- 
be  difagreeable  to  the  ftomach, 
iecotflion  of  half  a  pound  of  the 
rk  of  the  root  boiled  in  fix  pints 
water  till  reduced  to  four,  will 
ifwer  every  purpofe;  of  which 
a  pint  fliould  be  taken  warm 
^ur  times  a  day.  —  However,  not- 
ithfcanding  the  high  charafter  it 
maintained,  there  are  fome  phy- 
;ians  who  do  not  think  it  mate- 
illy  differs  from  other  aftringents; 
id  are  therefore  very  doubtful  a- 
)ut  the  great  virtues  afcribed  to  it. 
[Med.  Virt.  Alterant  and  Lax- 
ve. 

[LAVENDUL^  fores:  Laven- 
fpica    Lin.  Lavender ;  the 
kwers  [£.  L.'] 


a  weaknefs  of  the  folids,  and  lentor 
or  fluggiflinefs  of  the  juices.  It 
is  fometimes  alfo  ufed  externally 
in  fomentations  for  paralytic  limbs. 
The  diftilled  oil  is  particularly  ce- 
lebrated for  defraying  the  pediculi 
inguinales  and  other  cutaneous  in- 
fers. If  foft  fpongy  paper  d'pt  ia 
this  oil,  either  alone,  or  mixed  with 
that  of  almonds,  be  applied  at  night 
to  the  parts  infefted  by  infcfts,  they 
will  certainly,  fays  Geoffrey,  be  all 
found  dead  in  the  morning. 

Med.  Virt.  Cordial — Aromatic 
— Nervous —  Stimulant. 

Prep.  Spirit — Compound  Spirit— 
Ejjential  OjI. 

LAURI  folia,  hacca  :  Lauri  nb- 
liilis  Lin.  The  bay-tree  ;  its  leaves 
and  berries  [L.  £.] 

Thefe  are  generally  brought 
from  the  Straits,  though  the  tree 
bears  the  colds  of  our  own  climate. 
They  have  a  moderately  ftrong 
aromatic  fmell,  and  a  warm,  bit- 
terifli,  pungent  tafte :  the  berries, 
are  ftronger  in  both  refpefts  diaii 
the  leaves,  and  afford  in  diftillation 
here  are  different  varieties  of  a  larger  quantity  of  aromatic  effen- 
plants ;  but  all  have  a  fragrant    tial  oil ;  they  yield  alfo  an  almoft 

infipid  oil  to  the  prefs,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  they  prove  unc- 
tuous in  the  mouth.  Thefe  fim- 
ples  are  warm  carminative  medicines^ 
and  fometimes  exhibited  in  this  in- 
tention agaifi/i  fatulent  colics ;  and 
likewife  in  hyferical  diforders. 

Bergius,  who  recommends  them- 
only  in  hyfterics,  confiders  them 
alfo  as  fomachic,  refolvent,  emmena' 
gogue,  diuretic,  and  diaphoretic.  In- 
fort  commonly,  met  with  in  our    deed  they, have  long  been  thought 

to  a6l  with  peculiar  power  on  the 
Livf-nder  is  a  warm  aromatic  ;    uterine  fyflem,  and  therefore  are 
Kand,  v.  tictlicrgiven  internally,  or  cx-   we  cautioned  againft  their  ufe  in 


eU,  and  a  warm,  pungent,  bit- 
tafte :  the  broad-leaved  fort 
be  ftrongefl  in  both  refpecls,  and 
"is  in  diftillation  thrice  as  much 
itiai  oil  as  the  other;  its  oil  is 
hotter,  and  fpecifically  heavier. 
Cnce  in  the  fouthern  parts  of 
ince,  where  both  kinds  grow 
only  is  made  ufe  of  for 
ation  of  what  is  called  oil 
IpiK.e.     The  narrow-leaved  is 
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pregnancy.  However,  they  are 
feldom  iiled  but  in  fomcnt'atiuiis 
ami  cataplafins. 

Med.  Virt.  Carminative  and 
Jbitijpafmodic.  • 

Pkep.  F.Jfmtial  Oil — Dofe,  oae  to 
five  drops. 

LENTISCUS  :  PiJIachia  Lmf,/- 
cus  Lin.  The  lentilc,  or  niaftich 
tree  ;  the  wood. 

This  tree,  or  flirub,  is  a  native 
of  the  warm  climates,  bin  bears  the 
common  winters  of  our  own.  Tlie 
wood  is  brought  to  us  in  thick 
knotty  pieces,  covered  with  an  afli- 
coloured  bark,  and  white  within, 
of  a  rough,  fomewhat  pungent, 
tafte,  and  an  agreeable  though 
'  faint  I'mcll ;  the  fmaller  tough  fprigs 
are  both  in  tafte  and  fmell  the 
ftrongeft.  This  wood  is  accounted 
a  mild  lialfamic  rejiringent ;  a  decoc- 
tion of  it  is  in  tiie  German  epheme- 
rides  dignified  with  the  title  of  ve- 
getable au)um  potabile^  and  ftrongly 
recommended  in  catarrhs^  uaufea'^ 
and  iveakne/s  of  the  Jlomnch ;  for 
Jirengtheniug  the  tone  of  the  vifcera  in 
general,  and  promoting  the  urinary  fe- 
cretion. 

This  is  the  tree  which  in  the 
ifland  Chio  affords  the  relin  called 
mahich.    See  Mast iche. 

Med.  Virt.  AJiringem — Tonic — 
Diuretic. 

LEVISTICI  radix,  femen,  herha. 
higufiicum  Leviflicum.  Lovage ; 
the  herb,  root,  and  feed  [£.] 

This  is  a  large  umbelliferous 
plant^  culuvated  with  us  in  gardens. 
The  root  nearly  agrees  in  quality 
with  that  of  angelica  :  the  principal 
difference  is,  that  the  lovage  root 
has  a  flronger  fmell,  and  a  fome- 
what lefs  pungent  tafte,  accompa- 
nied with  a  more  durable  fvveetnefs : 
the  feeds  are  rather  warmer  than  the 
root.  Thefe  fimples,  though  cer- 
tainly capable  of  being  applied  to 
ufeful  purpofes,  are  not  at  j)refent 
regarded  :  neither  of  them  is  direct- 
ed in  extemporaneous  prefcriptiou, 


and  the  root  enters  no  officinal 
compofition. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic. 

LICHEN  CINEREUS  T  R- 
RESTRIS :  Lichen  cuninus  [Jn. 
Afli-coloured  ground  liverMor  . 

This  cortfirts  of  pretty  thick  di- 
gitated leaves,  flat  above,  of  a  reti- 
cular texture  underneath,  and  iafl- 
ened  to  the  earth  by  fmail  fibres  : 
the  leaves  when  in  perfection  are 
of  an  afli-colour;  by  age  tbey  be- 
come darker-coloured  or  reddifli. 
It  is  met  with  on  commons  and 
open  heaths,  where  it  quickly 
fpreads  on  the  ground.  Dr.  Mead 
informs  us,  that  this  plant  grows  in 
all  countries,  and  lias  been  brought 
over  from  America  along  with  the 
Peruvian  bark  :  that  it  is  found  at 
all  times,  but  ought  to  be  gathered 
from  autumn  to  winter,  as  being 
then  in  its  frtftieft  vigour 

This  fimple  is  Lid  to  be  a  z-:arm 
diuretic ;  but  the  tnfte  difcovers  in 
it  little  or  no  warmth.  It  is  chiefly 
celebrated  for  its  virtue  in  the  cure 
of  the  diforders  occajioncd  by  the  bite 
of  a  mad  dog.  An  account  of  the 
remarkable  cfFefts  in  thefe  cafes 
of  a  powder  compofed  of  the  dried 
leaves  and  pepper,  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Society  by  Mr. 
Danipier,  and  pubhflied  in  the  Phi- 
lofopliical  TranfaiSions,  No.  237. 
This  powder  was  afterwards  inlert- 
ed  (in  the  year  1721)  iiito  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopoeia,  imder  the  title 
of  puhis  antilyjjus,  at  .the  dcfire  of 
an  eminent  phydcian,  who  had 
great  experience  of  its  good  efFefts. 
Some  years  after,  the  lame  gentle- 
man publiflied  and  difj  erfed  a  pa- 
per containing  the  method  of  ciire, 
which  he  had  in  a  great  number  of 
inftances  conftantly  found  luccefs- 
ful.  In  this  paper,  the  direcftioos 
were  to  the  following  etfeft  :  "  Let 
"  the  patient  be  blooded  nine  or 
"  ten  ounces  ;  and  afterwards  take 
"  a  dram  and  a  half  of  the  pow- 
"  der  every  morning  fading,  for 
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four  mornings  fucceffively,  in 
"  hilf  a  pint  of  cows'  mili^.,  warm. 
"  Alter  thefe  four  dofes  are  taken, 
"  the  patient  mult  go  into  the  cold 
•«  bath,  or  a  cold  I'pring  or  river, 
*'  every  morning  fafting,  for  a 
««  month  ;  he  muft  be  dipt  ail 
«  over,  but  not  Itay  in  (with  his 
«*  head  above  water)  longer  than 
«  half  ,a  minute,  if  the  waier  be 
•*  very  cold  :  after  this  he  muft  go 
«  in  th.ee  times  a  week  for  a  fort- 
«*  night  longer."  In  the  year  1745, 
the  world  was  favoured  with  a  new 
edition  of  the'Mechanical  Account 
of  Poifons,  in  which  we  find  the 
fame  method  of  cure  again  recom- 
mended, as  having,  in  a  courfe  of 
thirty  years'  experience,  never  failed 
of  fuccefs;  where  it  had  been  fol- 
lowed before  the  hydrophobia  be- 
gun. It  is  greatly  to  be  vviflied, 
that  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine  in 
preventing  thefe  terrible  diforders 
were  abfoluteiy  certain,  and  proved 
by  inconteftable  h£ts.  Inflances 
have  been  produced  of  its  provino; 
■unfuccef-ful ;  and  the  many  ex- 
amples of  the  fatality  of  the  dif- 
cafe  which  continually  occur,  feem 
arguments  either  of  the  Inefficacy 
of  the  medicine,  or  of  a  ftrange 
negligence  in  applying  it.  We 
lliall  only  further  obferve,  that 
Boerhaave,  who  is  in  general  fuffi- 
ciently  liberal  in  the  commendation 
of  remedies,  ranks  this  among  thofe 
infignificant  trifles,  upon  which 
whoever  fliall  depend  will  hnd  him- 
feif  deceived.  —  Indeed,  from  the 
*fenfible  qualities  of  this  lichen,  it 
does  not  ieem  to  be  pofiefled  of  any 
tifeful  degree  of  medicinal  virtue. 

LICHhV  13LANDICUS,  Lin. 
Herba.  Eryngo-leaved,  or  eatable, 
Liverwort  [£.J 

This  is  a  native  of  Britain,  and 
grows  particulprly  on  the  mountains, 
boch  in  the  Lonlands  and  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  and  in  Wales.  It  is 
extremely  mucilaginous,  has  a  bitter 
and  fomcwhat  aflrin^enl  tafle,  and 


is  confidered  as  a  laxative  in  its  re- 
cent ftate ;  but  its  bitter  and  aperient 
quality  is  lomewhat  deftroyed  by 
drying,or  by  flightly  infufing  in  wa- 
ter. The  Icelanders  make  a  flour 
of  it  called  finlgtns,  either  by  firft 
wafliing  the  plant,  and  cutting  it 
into  fmail  pieces,  or  by  drying  it 
by  the  fire,  or  in  the  fun,  then  put- 
ting it  into  a  bag,  which  is  well 
beaten,  and  laftly  working  it  into 
flour  by  ftamping.  This  forms 
a  tolerably  grateful  and  agreeable 
food.  As  a  medicine  Scopon 
and  Haller  recommended  it  ia 
^'^tglis  and  LoiiJ'umptions,  and  it  has 
pro^^ed  efficacious  in  diair/ioeas^nA. 
dyfentery.  Dr.  Kerr  found  it 
fo  fuccefsful  in  dyfentery.,  that,  after 
the  repeated  adminiftration  of  eme- 
tics and  cathartics,  he  never  ufed 
any  other  medicine;  to  which  though 
he  occafionally  added  opium.  Dr. 
Crichton  has  an  high  opinion 
only  of  it  in  two  fpecies  of  con- 
fumptinn:  the  fhthifis  hamoptoica^ 
and  the  phthifn  pituitofa  vel  inucofa  ; 
for  by  the  ufe  of  this  he  has  feen 
patients  get  fo  far  the  better,  as  to 
be  difmifled  from  the  hofpitals 
cured.  It  is  given  in  decoftion, 
boiling  ^ifs  \n  1%.  of  milk,  over  a 
Jlow  fire,  exa3ly  one  quarter  of  an 
hour.  If  milk  difagrees,  water  may 
be  ufed.  Three  or  four  ounces  of 
this  are  to  be  taken  frequently  in  a 
day.  It  feems  highly  probable  that 
it  may  be  ufeful;  for  it  ftrength- 
ens  the  digeflive  powers,  is  ex- 
tremely nutritious,  and  is  polTelfed 
of  demulcent  and  infpilTating  pow- 
ers. 

Med.  Virt.  NouriJIiing —~  A»ti' 
feptic  —  Laxative. 

LIGNUM  RHODIUM.  Ge- 
n'ijln  canarierifis  Lin.  Rofe- 
wood,  a  wood  or  root,  brought 
froii  the  Canary  iflands. 

The  writers  on  botany  and  the 
materia  medica  are  much  divided 
about  the  lignum  rhodium,  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  plant  which 
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affords  it,  but  ILkewife  in  their  ac- 
coimts  of  the  drug  itfelf,  and  have 
defcribed  under  tliis  name  fimplcs 
manifefily  different.  This  confii- 
fion  ftems  to  have  arifen  from  an 
opinion,  that  the  rhodiur.i  and 
afpalathus  are  the  fame ;  wiience 
different  woods  brought  into  Eu- 
rope for  the  afpalathus  were  fold 
again  by  the  name  of  rhodium. 

As  to  afpalathus,  the  ancients 
themfcives  difagree ;  Diofcorides 
requiring  by  this  appellation  the 
wood  of  a  certain  flirub  freed  from 
the  bark,  and  Galen  the  bark  of  a 
root.  At  prefent,  we  have  nothing 
under  this  name  in  the  fliops.  What 
■was  fold  among  us  as  afpalathus, 
was  a  pale-coloured  wood  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  more 
commonly  called  calamboiir. 

The  lignum  rhodium  of  the  fliops 
5s  ufually  in  Ion*  crooked  pieces, 
full  of  knots,  >vhich,  when  cur, 
appear  of  a  yellow  colour  like  box, 
with  a  reddifli  caft ;  the  largefl, 
fmoothefl:,  moft  compact,  and  deep- 
eft  coloured  pieces  fliould  be  chof- 
en  ;  and  the  fmall,  thin,  or  pale 
ones  rejefted.  The  tafte  of  this 
wood  is  lightly  bitterifli,  and  fome- 
what  pungent;  its  fmell  very  fra- 
grant, refembling  that  of  rofes  : 
long  kept,  it  feems  to  lofe  its  fmell ; 
but,  on  cutting,  or  rubbing  one 
piece  againft  the  other,  it  fmells  as 
well  as  at  firft.  Diftilled  with  wa- 
ter, it  yields  an  odoriferous  eflen- 
tial  oil,  in  very  fmall  quantity. 
Rhodium  is  at  prefent  in  efteem 
only  upon  account  of  its  oil,  which 
is  employed  ^s  an  high  and  agree- 
able perfume  in  fcenting  poma- 
tums, and  the  like.  But  if  we  may 
reafon  from  analogy,  this  odorife- 
rous fimple  might  be  advantage- 
oufly  applied  to  nobler  purpofes  : 
a  tindure  of  it  in  reftified  fpirit  of 
wine,  which  contains  in  a  fmall 
volume  the  virtue  of  a  confiderable 
deal  of  the  wood,  bids  fair  to  prove 
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a  cordial  not  inferior  perhaps  to 
any  thing  of  this  kind. 

LIGNUM  TINCTILE  CAM- 
PECHENSE  [L.  £.]  Hamatoxy- 
lum  campechianum  Li».  Campeachy 
or  logwood  ;  a  wood  brouglit  from 
Campeacliy  in  the  bay  of  Hon- 
duras. 

The  wood  of  this  tree  is  of  a  fo- 
lid  texture,  and  of  a  dark  red  co- 
lour, has  an  aftringent  fweet  tafte, 
and  is  brought  to  us  in  junks,  or 
logs,  of  about  tliree  feet  in  length. 
It  was,  for  a  long  time,  ufed  only 
by  the  dyers ;  but  has  been  brought 
into  medicinal  ufe  as  an  aflringent 
and  corroborant.  It  has  been  found 
peiculiarly  efficacious  in  diarrhceas^ 
alfo  in  the  latter  ftages  of  dyfentery, 
when  the  obftrufting  caufes  are  re- 
moved  ;  for  it  obviates  the  extreme 
laxity  of  the  inteftines  ufually 
brought  on  by  the  repeated  evacu- 
ation.s.  It  tinges  the  ftools,  and 
fometimes  the  urine,  but  does  not 
appear  to  colour  the  bones  of  ani- 
mals. 

i\Ii;D.  ViRT.  Ajlringetit. 
Prep.  Extrail. 

LILII  h.\^\  radix,  flares :  Lilti 
candidi  Lin.  White  lily;  the  roots 
and  flowers  \_E.'] 

This  is  cultivated  in  gardens, 
more  for  the  beauty  of  its  flowers, 
than'  medicinal  ufe.  The  root, 
which  is  extremely  mucilaginous, 
boiled  with  milk  or  water,  has  been 
ufed  as  an  emollient  and  fuppu- 
rating  cataplafm;  but  it  is  proba- 
ble that  poultices  formed  of  bread, 
or  of  farina,  poffefs  every  property 
attributed  to  the  white-lily  root. 

LILII  CONrjLLIUM  radix, 
flores :  Convallaria  majalis  Lin. 
Lily  of  the  valley,  or  May  lily ; 
the  roots  and  flowers.  This  grows 
\vild  in  woods  and  fhady  places, 
flowering  in  May. 

The  flowers  of  thefe  plants  are 
faid  to  be  cephalic  and  nervine. 
They  have  a  pleafant  fweet  fmell, 
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wliich  they  impart  by  infiifion  to 
exprefled  o\U,  and  give  over  in  di- 
ftilhrion  both  te  water  and  Ipiiit; 
but  no  eflential  oil  has  been  hicher- 
to  obtained  fi-on\  them.  Etnuiller 
favs,  that  the  ciiftillcd  fpiric  is  more 
fragrant  than  the  water.  The  roots 
of  "the  wild  lily  are  very  bitter: 
dried,  they  arc  faid  to  prove  a  gen- 
tle errhine ;  as  alfo  the  riowers. 

Med.  ViRT.  Cef/talic and  nervine. 

LIMONUM  fuccNs,  ccrtex:  C. 
B.  C'ttri  meJic^c  Lin.  Lemons  ; 
their  juice,  yellow  rind,  and  its  ef- 
fential  oil,  called  ellence  of  lemona. 
[L.  £.] 

The  juice  of  lemons  is  fimilar  in 
quality  to  that  of  oranges,  from 
which  it  differs  little  otherwife  than 
ill  being  more  acid.  Hence  this 
is  employed  always  where  a  ftrong 
vegetable  acid  is  required.  Dr, 
Whytt  found  the  juice  of  lemons 
to  allay  hyfterical  palpitations  of  the 
heart,  after  various  other  medicines 
had  been  inefreftual;  and  alfo  this 
juice,  or  that  of  oranges,  taken 
to  the  quantity  of  four  or  fix 
ounces  a  day,  has  Ibmetimes  been 
found  a  remedy  in  tiie  jaundice. 
The  yellow  peel  is  an  elegant  aro- 
matic, and  is  frequently  employed 
in  ftomachic  tinftures  and  infu- 
fions :  it  is  confiderably  lefs  hot 
than  orange-peel,  and  yields  in  di- 
ftillation  with  water  lefs  quantity  of 
eflential  oil.  Its  flavour  is  never- 
thelefs  more  perilhable,  yet  does 
not  arife  fo  readily  with  fpirit  of 
wine ;  for  a  fpirituous  extrail  made 
from  lemon-peel  pofTelfes  the  aro- 
matic tafle  and  fmell  of  the  fubjeft 
in  much  greater  perfection  than  an 
extraft  prepared  in  the  fame  man- 
ner from  the  peeis  of  oranges. 

Med.  ViRT.  Aromatic — Antifcor- 
huti:  —  Cordial. 

Pi.EP.  E/Jential  oil — Syrup. 

LINGUA  CERFINyE  folia: 
JiJpUnii  F.colopenJ)  a  Lin.  Harts- 
tongtje :  the  leaves. 

This  plant  confifts  of  a  number 


of  long  narrow  leaves,  without  any 
llalk  :  it  grows  upon  rocks  and  old 
walls,  and  remains  green  all  the 
year.  The  leaves  have  a  roughifli 
fomewhat  mucilaginous  tafle,  like 
that  of  the  maiden-hair,  but  more 
difagreeable.  They  arc  recommend- 
ed in  o!)jlru6lions  of  the  vifcera,  and 
for  flren^thcning  their  tone  ;  and  have 
fometimes  been  made  ufe  of  for 
thefe  intentions,  either  alone,  or  in 
conju'ndtion  with  maiden-hair,  or 
the  other  plants  called  capillary. 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient, 

LINI  CATHARlfCI  folia^ 
Lin.  Purging  flax,  or  mill-moun- 
tain; the  leaves. 

This  is  a  very  fmall  plant,  not 
above  four  or  five  inches  high, 
found  wild  upon  chalky  hills,  and 
in  dry  paflure-grounds.  Its  virtue 
is  exprefled  in  its  title  ;  an  infufioa 
in  water  or  whey  of  a  handful  of 
the  frefli  leaves,  or  a  dram  of  them 
in  fubftance  when  dried,  are  laid 
to  purge  without  inconvenience, 

Med.  Virt.  Cathartic, 

LINI  SATIVI  femen  :  ufitatif 
fmi  ■  Lin.    Common  flax,  the  feed, 
called  linfeed  \L.  £.] 

Lin  feed  yields  to  the  prefs  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  oil;  and,  boil- 
ed in  water,  a  ftrong  mucilage. 
Infufions  and  decodlions  of  thefe 
ffeeds  are  commonly  made  ufe  of, 
like  other  vegetable  mucilages,  in 
koarfenefs,  coughs^  and  pleuritic  fynip^ 
toms,  which  frequently  prevail  in 
catarrhal  afFeclions;  they  are  alfo 
recommended  in  nephritic  pains  and. 
fre?:g!iries.  One  fpoonful  of  the 
feed  unbruifed  is  faid  to  be  a  proper 
quantity  for  one  quart  of  water. 
The  powder  of  thefe  feeds  are  em- 
ployed in  emollient  and  maturating 
cataplafms.  The  expreflijd  oil  is 
fuppofed  to  be  of  a  more  healing 
and  balfamic  nature  than  other  oils 
of  this  clafs,  and  therefore  has  been 
very  generally  employed  in  puLno- 
nary  complaints^  alfo  \\\  colics  and 
cojlivenefs. 
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They  have  alfo  been  employed 
n  Afia,  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity, 
■  n  Europe,  as  fooii,  but  are  not 
agreeable,  or  in  general  w  holefome. 
Tragus  relates,  tliat  thofe  who  fed 
on  thefe  feeds,  in  Zealand,  had  the 
hypochondres  much  diftetided,  and 
the  face  and  other  parts  fwelled,  in 
a  fhort  time  ;  a. id  that  not  a  iew 
died  of  thefe  complaints. 

Mhd.  Virt.  Emollient. 

Pr  k  p.  EApi  ejfcd  oil  —  hifujion  ■— 
and  Decociion. 

LOBELIA /W/Vy;  Lobelia  IE.'\ 
L,obcUt£  Ji^i'iil.ticte  Lin.  Blue  Car- 
dinal-Flower. 

The  whole  plant  has  a  milky 
juice,  and  fomething  -of  a  rank 
fmell.  It  grows  in  nioift  places  in 
Virginia,  and  bears  the  winters  of 
our  climate. 

The  root  of  this  plant  confifts  of 
white  hbres,  a  line  in  tLicknefs,  and 
about  two  inches  in  length.  It 
refembles  tobacco  in  talte,  which 
dwells  on  the  tongue,  and  is  apt  to 
excite  vomiting.  It  was  long  a  fa- 
mous fecret  among  the  North  Ame- 
rican Indians  for  the  cure  of  the 
venerealdiieafe.  The  fecret  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Sir  William  Johnfon,  and 
has  been  made  public  in  the  writings 
of  Bartram,  Kaln^,  and  others. 
,  A  deco£tion  is  made  of  a  hand- 
ful of  the  roots  in  three  meafures  of 
water.  Half  a  meafui  e  is  taken  in 
the  morning  falling,  and  repeated 
in  the  evening  ;  and  the  dofe  is  gra- 
dually increafed  till  its  purgative  ef- 
fcfts  become  too  violent,  when  the 
medicine  is  a  for  a  time  to  be  inter- 
mitted, and  then  renewed  till  a 
perfeft  cure  be  effedcd.  One  dofe 
daily  is  fufficient  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  rKatment;  and  the  re- 
gimen, during  the  whole  procefs,  is 
to  be  equally  ftrift  with  that  ob- 
ferved  in  a  courfe  of  mercurial  fali- 
vation.  From  the  third  day,  the 
■ulcers  are  to  be  well  vvaflied  twice 
daily  with  the  decoftion  ;  and  it  is 
faid  that,  when  they  arc  very  deep 


and  foul,  the  Indians  fprinkle  them 
with  powder  of  the  internal  bark  of 
tiie  ceanoihui  americanui^  the  New- 
Jerfcy  tea-tree. 

Notwithllanding  the  charafter 
this  plant"  btars,  it  ha^  never  been 
confirrned  in  Britain,  nor  even  in 
Virginia  ;  for  in  both  countries  rc- 
courfe  is  almoft  univerfally  had  to 
mercury  in  the  lues. 

MiiD.  Virt,  Alterant  and  deter- 
gent. 

PREr.  BecoBion. 

LOPEZUN/1  hdica  Radix:  e 
Janne  Lipiz  dinominata.,Gaulii  Ad- 
verfar.  Cap.  VI.  The  root  of  an 
unknown  tree  brought  to  us  from 
Batavia.  It  is  inet  with  in  pieces  of 
different  thicknefs  and  diameter. 
The  woody  part  is  whitifti,  and  very 
light ;  fofter,  more  fpoiigy,  and 
whiter  next  the  bark,  including  a 
denfer,  fomewhat  reddilh  medullary 
part. 

The  bark  is  rough,  wrinkled, 
brown,  foft,  and  as  it  were  woolly, 
pretty  thick,  covered  with  a  thin 
paler  cuticle. 

It  ha;-,  no  remarkable  fmell  or 
tafte.  On  boiling  in  water,  no 
odour  is  emitted  ;  and  the  ftrained 
liquor,  which  is  of  a  yellow  hue,  is 
almoft  infipid,  only  inipreffing  the 
tongue  with  a  very  light  obfcure 
bittcrifluiefs ;  and  without  vifcidity. 
Reitified  fpirit  is  tinged  by  this 
root  of  a  brown  colour,  but  acquires 
no  particular  tafte. 

It  is  regarded  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
as  a  medicine  of  extraordinary  ef- 
ficacy in  diarrhaas;  and  the  learned 
Gaubins  in  his  Adverfaria  has  pub- 
liflied  an  account  of  fome  experi- 
ments made  with  it,  which  in  ibrnc 
degree  confirm  its  reputation, 

Med.  Virt.  Tonic- 

LUJUL.iE  folia:  Oxalis  Aceto- 
fella  Lin.  Wood  forrel;  theleaves 
[L.  E.-] 

This  is  a  fmall  plant,  growing 
wild  in  woods.  In  tafte  and  medi- 
cal qualities  it  is  fimilar  to  the 
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common  Ibrrel,  but  confiderably 
more  grateful,  and  hence  is  prefer- 
red by  the  London  college.  Boiled 
with  milk,  it  f.  mis  an  agreeable 
whey  J  and  beaten  with  fugar,  a 
very  elegant  coni'er\e,  which  has 
been  for  fome  time  in  the  fliops. 
(See  AcETosA.) 

It  is  ufed  to  cool  the  mouth, 
fauces,  and  primae  vi;e,  in  bilious 
remitting  fevers,  and  alfo  employed 
with  medicines  of  the  tonic  and 
antifcorbutic  clafs. 

Med.  Virt.  Aflr'nigent  —  An- 
t'ljcorbutic. 

Prep.  Whey — Conferve. 

LUPIN  I  albi  femen:  Lin. 
White  lupins;  the  feeds. 

Thefe  have  a  leguminous  tafte, 
accompanied  with  a  difagreeable 
bitter  one.  They  are  faid  to  be 
anthelmintic,  both  internally  taken, 
and  applied  externally. 

Med.  Virt.  Anthelmintic, 

LUPULUS  :  Hicmulus  Lupuhis 
Lin.  Hops  ;  the  loofe  leafy  heads 
on  the  tops  of  the  ftalks. 

Thefe  form  one  of  the  moft  agree- 
able of  the  ftrong  bitters,  and  have 
a  warm  aromatic  tafte,  though  rarely 
employed  for  any  medicinal  pur- 
pofes.  Their  principal  confump- 
tion  is  in  malt  liquors,  which  they 
render  lefs  glutinous  and  difpofe  to 
pafs  off  more  freely  by  urine. 

The  Spaniards  order  one  pound 
of  hop-roots  to  be  boiled  in  a  gal- 
Ion  of  water  till  it  is  reduced  to  fi.^ 
pints,  •  half  a  pint  of  which  they 
drink  every  morning  in  bed  for  the 
cure  of  the  lues  •venerea. 

Med.  Virt,  Stomachic  —  Diu- 
Tttic. 

LYCOPERDO'N :  I.ycoperdon 
Borjifla  Lin.  Puff-ball,  or  dufty 
Mudi  room. 

This  fungus  is  found  in  dry  paf- 
ture  grounds.  It  feems  to  be  nearly 
of  the  fame  quality  with  the  agaric 
of  the  oak,  and  has,  like  it,  been 
employed  inr  rcflraining  exteriial  ha- 
mt>rhagts  and  other  fiuMons.  The 


fine  duft,  with  which  it  becomes 
filled  by  age,  has  been  applied  alfo 
in  the  fanie  intentions. 
Med.  Virt.  Styptic. 

MACIS  \L.  £.]  Mace;  one  of 
the  coverings  pf  the  nutmeg  (See 
Nux  mofchata).  This  fpice,  con- 
fidered  as  the  fubjefl  both  of  medi- 
cine and  of  pharmacy,  agrees  near- 
ly with  the  nutmeg.  The  principal 
difference  is,  that  mace  is  fome-^ 
what  lefs  aftringent,  yields  to  the 
prefs  a  more  fluid  oil,  and  in  diftil- 
lation  a  more  volatile  one.  What 
is  called  in  the  (hops  exprefled  oil 
of  mace,  is  prepared  not  from  this 
fpice,  but  from  the  nutmeg. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic. 

MAJORAN^  Herba:  Origani 
Majorance  Lin.  S.  P.  Sweet  mar- 
joram;  the  herb  [Z,.  £.} 

Marjoram  is  raifed  annually  in 
our  gardens  for  culinary  as  well  as 
medicinal  ufes  ;  the  feeds  are  Com- 
monly procured  from  the  fouthern 
parts  of  France,  where  the  plant 
grows  wild.  It  is  a  moderately 
warm  aromatic,  yielding  its  vir- 
tues both  to  aqueous  and  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors  by  infufion,  and  to 
water  in  diftillation.  It  is  prin- 
cipally celebrated  in  diforders  of  the 
head  and  nerves,  and  in  the  humonral 
aflhmas  and  catarrhs  of  old  people. 
An  eflential  oil  of  the  herb  is  kept 
in  the  fliops.  The  powder  of  the 
leaves  proves  an  agreeable  errhine^ 
and  enters  the  officinal  fternutatory 
powder. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic  —  Errhing. 

MALVyiL  folia,  fores  :  Malv^ 
fylveftris  Lin.  S.  P.  Mallow  j  the 
leaves  and  flowers  [L.  £.} 

Thefe  have  a  foraewhat  mucila- 
ginous fweetifh  tafle.  The  leaves 
are  ranked  the  firfl:  of  the  four 
emollient  herbs  :  they  were  for- 
merly of  fome  efleem,  in  food,  for 
loofening  the  belly  ;  at  prefent,  de- 
coflions  of  them  are  fometimo^ 
employed  in  dyfetueries^  heat  and 
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Jliarpnefs  of  urine,  and  in  general 
for  ohttin(liij_[>  acnmonious  humours. 

Med.  Vikt.  Emollient. 

MALA.  Apples. 

All  the  forts  .of  apples  Iiave  the 
common  quality  of  cooling  and  a- 
bating  thirft  :  the  more  acid  kinds 
loofen  the  belly  ;  the  aiiftere  have 
rather  a  contrary  effeft. 

Med.  Virt.  Cooling  and  laxative. 

MANNA  [L.  £.]  Ex  Fraxino 
Orno  Liu.  The  juice  of  certain 
trees  of  the  afii  kind  (growing  in 
Italy  and  Sicily),  either  natm-ally 
concreted  on  the  plants,  or  exfic- 
cated  and  purified  by  art.  There 
are  feveral  forts  of  manna  in  the 
Hiops.  The  larger  pieces,  called 
jiake^7nanna,  are  ufually  preferred  ; 
thovigh  the  fmaller  grains  are  equal- 
ly as  good,  provided  they  be  white, 
or  of  a  pale  yellow  colour,  very 
light,  of  a  fweet  not  unpleafant 
tafte,  and  free  from  any  vifible 
impurities.  Some  people  injudi- 
cioufly  prefer  the  fat  honey-like 
manna  to  the  foregoing  :  this  has 
either  been  expofcd  to  a  moift  air, 
or  damaged  by  fca  or  other  water. 
This  kind  of  manna  is  faid  to  be 
fometimcs  counterfeited  by  a  com- 
pofition  of  ftigar  and  honey,  mixed 
with  a  little  fcammony  :  there  is 
alfo  a  faclitious  manna,  which  is 
v'hite  and  dry,  faid  to  be  compofed 
of  fugar,  manna,  and  fome  purga- 
tive ingredient,  boiled  to  a  proper 
confifteiice ;  this  may  be  diftin- 
guiflied  by  its  weight,  folidity,  im- 
t/anfparfnt  whitenefs,  and  by  its 
tafte,  which  is  different  from  that 
of  manna. 

Manna  is  a  mild.,  agreealle  lax- 
ative^ and  may  be  i^iven  with  fafe- 
ty  to  children  and  pregnant  wo- 
men :  neverthelefs,  in  fame  parti- 
cular .conftitutions,  it  afts  very  un- 
kindly, producing  flatulejicies  and 
diflen'fio.ci  of  the  vifcera  ;  thefe  in- 
conveniencies  may  be  prevented  by 
the  addition  of  any  grateful  warm 
aromatic.  Manna  operates  fo  weak- 


ly, as  not  to  produce  the  full  effeft 
of  a  cathartic,  unlefs  taken  in  large 
dofes  ;  and  hence  it  ib  rarelv  given 
in  this  intention  by  itfelf.  It  may 
be  comrnodioufly  difToIved  in  the 
purging  mineral  waters,  or  joined 
to  the  cathartic  falts,  fena,  rhu- 
barb, or  -  the  like.  Geoffroy  re- 
commends acuating  it  with  a  few 
grains  of  emetic  tartar ;  the  mixture 
is  to  be  divided  into  feveral  dofes, 
each  conraining  one  grain  of  the 
emetic  tartar;  by  this  management, 
he  fays,  bilious  ferum  will  be  plen- 
tifully evacuated,  without  any  nau- 
fea,  gripes,  or  other  inconvenience. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  the  efficacy  of 
this  drug  is  greatly  promoted'  (ir 
the  account  of  Vallifnieri  deferves 
credit)  by  a  fubflance  which  is  it- 
felf very  flow  of  operation,  cafia. 
(See  Casia.)  . 

Med.  Virt.  Laxative. 

MARRUBII/0//V7  :  Marrulii  al- 
bi  vuly:aris  Lin.  S.  P.  White  hore- 
■hound  ;  the  leaves  {L.  E.] 

Thefe  have  a  very  ftrong,  not 
difagreeable  fmell,  and  a  roughifli 
very  bitter  tafte'.  Befides  the  vir- 
tues which  they  poffefs  in  common 
with  other  ftrong  bitters,  they  are 
fuppofed  to  be  peculiarly  fervice- 
able  in  humoural  afJimas  and  coughs^, 
cachexy.,  hyjlcria,  thtyellovj  jaundice 
proceeding  from  a  vifcidity  of  the  bile, 
and  other  chronical  diforders.  They 
are  doubtlefs  an  ViieiaX  aperient  and 
deohflruent,  promote  the  fiuid  fecretions 
in  general,  and,  liberally  taken,  loofen 
the  belly. 

Its  dofe  in  powder,  -j  ;  exprcfled 
juice  a  fpoonful  or  two ;  infufion, 
half  an  handful. 

Med.  Virt.  7o«/c  and  diuretic. 

MARI  SYRUCI  fol.a:  Tea. 
crium  Marum  Lin.  Syrian  herb  ma- 
flich  ;  the  leaves  \_L.  £.] 

This  is  a  fmall  flirubby  plant, 
growing  fpontaneoufly  in  Syria; 
Candia,  Tind  other  warm  climates^ 
and  cultivated  with  us  in  gardens. 
The  leaves  have  an  aromatic  bitters- 
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cafre;  and,  when  rubbed  betwixt 
the  fingers,  a  quick  pungent  fmcll, 
which  foon  affeds  the  head,  a;id 
occafions  iiieeziiig  :  diftiiled  with 
water,  they  yield  a  very  acrid,  pe- 
netrating eflential  oil,  refenibling 
one  obtained  by  the  fime  nitans 
from  fcurvy-grafs.  Tliele  qualities 
point  out  the  iifes  to  which  this 
plant  might  be  applied  j  at  pre- 
fcnt,  it  is  little  othervvife  employed 
than  in  ceplialic  fnufFs.  It  is  an  in- 
gredient in  the  piihis  ajari  cprnp.  of 
the  London  Pharmacopoeia. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic — Errhine. 
MASTICHE  [L.  jB.]  Pijlachia 
LentJcus  Lin.  S.  P.  Maft'ch  ;  a 
reiin  exuding  from  the  lentifc  tree 
(fee  Lentiscus),  and  brought  from 
Chio,  in  fmall,  }ellowifli  tranfpa- 
rent  grains  or  tears,  of  an  agreeable 
fmcll,  efpccially  when  heated  or  fet 
on  fire.  This  refin  is  recommend- 
ed in  eld  coughs,  dyftnterics,  hc?)iio 
^.'■■iV,  vj-akr.ffs  rf  the  floniach,  and,  in 
gi-iierai,  iti  all  debilities  and  laxity  of 
the  fibres.  Geoffroy  direfts  an  a- 
queous  decoftion  of  it  to  be  uftd 
for  tliefe  purpofes  :  but  water  ex- 
trafts  little  or  nothing  from  this  re- 
fin  ;  reftified  fpirit  almoft  entirely 
c":::bives  it.  The  folution  taftes 
very  warm  and  pungent.  It  is  now, 
til. 'Ugh,  very  rarely  prefcribed. 
Med.  Virt.  Corroborant. 
MATRIC ARLE folia,  fiores :  Ma- 
tricaria ParlJienii  Liu,  Common 
%\\d  featherfew  or  feverfew;  the 
leaves  and  flowers. 

This  plant  is  a  celebrated  anti- 
fiyjicic.  Simon  Paulli  relates,  that 
be  has  experienced  moft  happy  ef- 
fer^s  from  it  in  obfruSlioJis  of  the 
--Ke  evacuations.  I  have  often 
i  fays  he,  from  the  ufe  of  a  de- 
coction of  marricaria  and  chamo. 
'  ■  vers  with  a  little  mugwort, 
•  :  complaints  inftantly  reliev- 
'  ■  the  difcharge  Succeed  plenti- 
i;j.i7,  and  ti.e  patient,  from  a  lethar- 
gic ftate,  renirn  as  it  were  into  life 
•gain.    Matricaria  is  likewife  re- 


commended in  many  other  difor- 
ders,  as  a  warm  ftimulating  bitter  : 
all  t.hat  bitters  an'd  carminatives  can 
do,  fays  Geofiroy,  miiy  be  expcdted 
from  thij.  '  It  is  undoubtedly  a' me- 
dicine of  fome  life  in  thefe  cafe's, 
though  not  perhaps  equal  to  cha- 
momi!."  flowers  alone,  with  whicli 
tlie  niatricaria  agrees  in  fenfible 
qualities,  except  in  being  weaker. 

Me  D .  Vi RT.  ylperlent  —  Antifpaf- 
7nodic. 

MECHOACAjg^TJL  radix:  Con- 
volvuli  Mcchoacaiivcs  Lin.  The 
root  of  an  American  convolvulus, 
brought  chiefly  from  Mechoacan,  a 
province  of  Mexico,  in  thin  dices 
like  jaiap,  but  larger,  and  of  a 
whitilh  colour.  It  was'firft  intro- 
duced among  iis  (about  the  year 
1524)  as-  a  purgative  univerfally 
fafe,  and  capable  of  evacuating  all 
morbific  humours  from  the  moft 
remote  parts  of  the  body.  As  foon 
as  jalap  became  known,  Mechoacan 
gradually  loft  its  reputation,  which 
it  has  never  fince  been  able  to  re- 
trieve. It  is  neverthelefs  by  fome 
ftill  deemed  an  uffid  cathartic.  It 
has  very  little  fmcll  or  tafte,  and  is 
not  apt  to  offend  the  ftomach  ;  its 
operation  is  How,  but  cffeftual  and 
fafe.  Geoffroy  afiirms,  that  there 
is  fcarceany  purgative  accompanied 
with  fewer  inconveniencies.  It 
feems  to  differ  from  jalap  only  in 
being  weaker;  the  refins  obtained 
from  both  have  nearly  the  fame 
qualities,  but  jalap  yields  five  or 
fix  times  as  much  as  Mechoacan. 
Hence  it  is  found  necefTar}'  to  ex- 
hibit the  latter  in  fix  times  the  dofe* 
of  the  former,  to  produce  the  fame 
effefts. 

Med.  Virt.  Catv.artic. 

MEL  [L.  £.]  Honey.— Honey 
is  a  vegetable  juice,  obtained  "from 
the  honey-comb,  either  by  fepa- 
rating  the  combs,  and  laying  them 
flat  npon  a  ficvc,  through  which 
the  honey  fpontaneoufly  percolates ; 
or  by  including  the  comb  in  can- 
N  a 
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vas  bags,  and  forcing  the  honey 
out  by  a  prefs.  The  former  fort  is 
the  purer;  the  latter  is  found  to 
contain  a  good  deal  of  the  matter 
of  which  the  comb  is  formed,  and 
many  other  impurities.^  There  is 
another  fort  ftill  inferior  to  the  two 
foregoing,  obtained  by  heating  the 
combs  before  they  are  put  into  the 
prefs.  The  beft  fort  is  thick,  of  a 
whltifli  colour,  an  agreeable  fmell, 
and  a  very  pleafant  tafte  :  both  the 
colour  and  flavour  differ  according 
to  the  plants  from  which  the  bees 
colleft  it :  that  of  Narbonne  in 
France,  where  rofemaiy  abounds, 
is  faid  to  have  a  very  manifeft  fla- 
vour of  that  plant,  and  to  be  imita- 
ble  by  adding  to  other  honey  an 
infufion  of  rofemary  flowers.  Ho- 
ney, confidered  as  a  medicine,  is  a 
very  ufeful  detergent  and  aperie>it, 
foiverftdly  dijfolving  vifr.id juices,  and 
promoting  the  expedlpration  of  tough 
phlegm.  Honey  has  been  faid  to 
have  afforded  great  benefit  to  fome 
afthmatic  people,  but  then  it  has 
been  adminiftered  in  the  quantity 
of  fome  ounces  in  the  day  ;  hence 
it  is  advifed,  where  good  effe£Vs  are 
wiflied  to  be  produced,  to  be  ufed 
to  a  confiderable  extent  as  an  arti- 
cle of  diet.  In  fome  particular 
conftitutions  it  has  an  inconveni- 
ence of  griping  or  proving  purga- 
tive ;  this  is  faid  to  be  in  fome  mea- 
fure  prevented  by  previoully  boil- 
'ng  the  honey. 

Med.  V iRT.  Aperient  and  deier- 
getit. 

MELIL  0  TI  folia,  flores  :  Trifo- 
Hi  Meliloti  officinalis  Lin,  Melilot; 
the  leaves  and  flowers. 

This  grows  wild  in  hedges  and 
among  corn;  and  has  likewife,  for 
inedicinal  ufes,  been  cultivated  in 
gardens.  The  green  herb  has  no 
remarkable  fmell?  when  dry,  a 
pretty  ftrong  one :  tiae  tafle  is 
roughifli,  bitter,  and,  if  long  chew- 
ed, naufeous.  A  decoftion  of  this 
herb  has  been  recommended  in  in- 
flammations of  the  abdomen  j  and  » 


decoftlon  of  the  flowers  in  the  fiuor 
alLut.  But  modern  praftice  rarely 
employs  it  any  otherwife  than  in 
emollient  and  carminative  glyft^ers, 
and  in  fomentations,  cataplafms, 
and  the  like ;  and  in  thefe  not  often. 
It  formerly  gave  name  to  one  of  the 
oflncinal  plafl:ers,  which  received 
from  the  melilot  a  green  colour, 
but  no  virtue. 

Med.  V I  r  T  ,  Emollient  —  Car- 
minative. 

MELISS^E  Mcliff^  offici- 

nalis Lin.  Balm;  the  leaves  [/>.  £.] 

This  plant,  when  in  perfeftion, 
has  a  pleafant.  fmell,  fomewhat  of 
the  lemon  kind  :  and  a  weak  rough- 
ifli  aromatic  tafte.  The  young 
flioots  have  the  ftrongefl:  flavour; 
the  flowers,  the  herb  itfelf  when 
old,  or  produced  in  very  moiftrich 
foils  or  rainy  feafons,  are  much 
weaker  both  in  fmell  and  tafte. 
Balm  is  appropriated,  by  the  writ- 
ers on  the  Materia  Medica,  to  the 
head.,  J}o7nach,  and  uterus ;  and  in 
all  diforders  of  thefe  parts  is  fup- 
pofed  to  do  extraordinary  fervice» 
So  high  an  opinion  have  fome  of 
the  chemifts  entertained  of  balm,- 
that  they  have  expefted  to  find  in 
it  a  medicine  which  fliould  prolong 
life  beyond  the  ufual  period.  The 
prefent  praftice,  however,  holds  it 
in  no  great  efteem,  and  ranks  it 
(where  it  certainly  deferves  to  be) 
among  tlie  weaker  corroborants.  In, 
diftillation,  it  yields  an  elegant  ef- 
fential  oil,  but  in  exceeding  fmall 
quantity  ;  the  remaining  decodtion 
tafl'es  rouo-hifli.  Stron<i  infufions 
of  the  herb,  drunk  as  tea,  and  con- 
tinued f(?r  fome  time,  have  done  fer- 
vice  in  a  roeak  lax  fate  of  the  vifcera  r. 
thefe  liquors,  lightly  acidulated  witl^ 
juice  of  lemons,  turn  of  a  fine  red- 
difli  colour,  and  prove  an  ufeful^ 
and  t»  many  a  very  grateful  drin^ 
in  dry  parching  Jevers.  It  is  chicii^ 
ufed  in  infufion  as  a  diluent  ia 
acute  febrile  affeftions,  and,  when 
acidulated  with  lemon-juice,  make^ 
a  very  pleafant  drink. 
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Med.  VirT.  Aromatic. 

MELONUMf:menf  Cucutnts  me- 
h  Lit.  Meions :  tlie  feeds.  Thefe 
Itand  among  the  four  greater  cold 
feeds.  They  have  been  fometimes 
ufed,  wich  the  others  of  that  clafs, 
as  cooling  and  emollient ;  but  are 
at  prefent  little  taken  notice  of. 

jMt  D.  ViRT.  Refrigerant  and  emol- 
lient. 

MENTFLE  PIPERITIDIS  her- 
ha :  Mentha  piperita  Lin.  S.  P. 
Peppermint;  the  herb  [L.  i^;.]  This 
plant  grows  wild  in  fome  parts  of 
England,  in  moift  watery  places, 
but  is  much  lefs  common  than  the 
other  forts.  The  leaves  have  a 
Kiore  penetrating  fmell  than  any  of 
the  other  mints,  and  a  much  warm- 
er, pungei  r,  glowing  tafte  like  pep- 
per, finking  as  it  were  into  the 
tongue.  The  principal  ufe  of  this 
herb  is  in  fimtulent  colics^  languors^ 
hyjterical  affeEllons^  retchings,  and 
otiier  dyjpcptic  fyinptoms,  afting  as  a 
cordial,  and  often  producing  imme- 
diate relief,  from  its  ftomachic,  an- 
tifpafmodic,  and  carminative  quali- 
ties. It  feems  to  aft  as  foon  as 
taken,  and  exterid  its  effects  through 
the  whole  fyllem,  inflantly  commu- 
nicating: a  glowing  warmth.  Water 
extracts  the  whole  of  the  pungency 
of  this  herb  by  infufion,  and  ele- 
vates it  in  diftillation. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic —  Cordial. 

Prep.  Dijiilled  luater —  Spirit — 
Ejffence  —  Ejjential  oil. 

MENTHiE   SATIVyE  folia 
Menth^e  viridis  Lin.  S.  P.  Garden 
or  fpearmint ;  the  leaves  [L  £.] 

The  leaves  of  mint  have  a  warm, 
roughifli,  fomewhat  bitterifli  tafte  ; 
and  a  ftrong, -not  unpleafant,  aro- 
matic fmell.  Their  virtues  are 
thofe  of  a  warm  flomachic  and  car- 
minative :  in  lofs  of  appetite,  naufetv, 
continual  retchings  to  vomit,  and  (as 
Boerhaave  exprefles  it)  ahnojl  all 
paralytic  lueakncffes  of  the  Jlomach, 
there  are  few  finiples  perhaps  of 
e-^ual  efficacy.    In  cdicky  pains,  the 


pipes  to  which  children  are  fuhjefly 
lientcrirs,  and  other  kinds  of  immode- 
rate fluxes,  this  plant  frequently 
does  great  fervice.  It  likewife 
proves  beneficial  in  many  hyflerlc 
cafes,  and  affords  an  nfeful  cor- 
dial in  languors  and  other  "vocahnffs 
confequent  upon  delivery.  The 
fame  virtues  are  in  faft  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  muitha  fativa,  as  to 
the  pi'eritis,  though  perhaps  its. 
powers  may  be  lefs  efficacious.  Dr. 
CuLLEN  fays  "  It  afts  very  power- 
fully on  the  parts  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied immediately,  and  therefore 
confiderably  on  the  fiomach ;  in- 
vigorating all  its  funilions.  It  acts 
efpecially  as  an  antil^pafmodic,  and 
therefore  relieves  pain  and  colic  de- 
pending upon  fpafm.  It  will  alfo 
flop  vomiting  depending  upon  fuch 
a  caufc  ;  but  there  are  many  .cafes 
of  vomiting  in  which  it  is  of  no 
fervice;  and  in  thefe  cafes,  any 
wife  depending  upon  inflammatory 
irritation  in  the  ftomach  itfelf'or 
in  other  parts  of  the  body,  it  ag- 
gravates the  difeafe,  and  increafcs 
the  vomiting.  As  for  its  pof- 
feffing  the  power  of  refolvin^  co- 
agulated milk  in  the  bvcafts,  or 
being  an  antapiirodifiac,  he  con- 
llders  it  as  pofl'effing  no  fucli  pow- 
ers." The  beft  preparations  are 
a  ftrong  infiijion  made  fxoin  the  dry 
leaves  in  water  (which  is  .Tjuch  fu- 
perior  to  one  from  the  gre^n  herb), 
or  rather  a  tinfture  or  extract  pre- 
pared with  rectified  fpirit.  Thefe 
poflefs  the  whole  virtues  of  liie 
mint.  The  effential  oil  and  diftil- 
led  water  contain  only  the  aromatic 
part;  the  expreffed  juice  only  the 
aftrinp,ency  and  bitteri!hnefs,  foge- 
gether  with  the  mucilaginous  fub- 
Itance  common  to  all  vegetables. 

M  E  D .  V I R  T  Aromatic  —  Cord/'al, 

Prep.  A  diflillcd  Heater  —  Spirit 
—  Ejjential  Od  —  Effence. 

MERCURIALJS  hcrbu :  Mer- 
curialis  annua  IJn.  Herb  mercury. 

This  ftands  among  the  five  eraqU 
N  3 
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•lient herbs;  and  in  this  intention  is 
foinetinies  made  ufe  of  in  glyfters. 

Thqre  is  another  fort  of  mei  cii- 
rialis  growing  in  woods  and  hedges, 
which,  though  recon  mended  by 
fome  botanic  writers,  as  having  the 
fame  virtues  with  the  foregoing, 
and  as  more  palatable,  has  been 
found  ponHTt'd  of  noxious  qualities. 
(See  Rati  Synopf.  edit.  3.  page  138. 
Phil.  Tranl.  obr.  Lowthorp.  ii.  640.) 
This  mav  be  diftinxuiflied  from  the 
foregoing,  by  its  bemg  a  perennial 
plant,  larger,  having  .its  leaves 
rough,  and  the  ftalk  not  at  all 
branched,  and  is  commonly  called 
with  us  dog's  mercury. 

Med,  Virt.  Emollient Lax- 
ative. 

MEI  JTHAMANTICI  radix  : 
jEthtfa  Mei  Lin.  Spignel ;  the 
root. 

Spignel,  is  an  umbelliferous  plant, 
.found  wild  in  Italy,  and  the  warm- 
er parts  of  Europe,  and  fomctimes 
alfo  in  England.  The  roots  have 
a  pleafant  aromatic  fmell,  and  a 
warm,  pungent,  bitterifli  tafte:  in 
virtue  tiiey  are  limilar  to  the  It-vljfi- 
cum,  from  which  this  root  feems  to 
differ  only  in  being  weaker,  and 
fomewhat  more  agreeable.  It  is 
an  ufeful  aromatic  and  carminative^ 
though  at  prefent  little  regarded. 

Med.  Virt.  Jiromatic —  Car- 
minative. 

MEZER^I  radicis  cortex :  Daph- 
nes Mezcrei  Lin.  Mezereon,  or 
fpurge-olive;  bark  otthe  root  [Z.  £.] 
This  flirub  is  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, and  found  wild  in  ti  e  woods 
of  fume  counties.  It  is  faid  to  !;row 
plentifully  in  fome  woods  near  An- 
dover  in  Hampfhire,  and  alfo  about 
Laxfield  in  Suffolk  ;  but  it  is  gene- 
rally cultivated  in  gardens,  on  ac- 
count of  the  beauty  and  early  ap- 
pearance of  its  iiower,  which  is  of  a 
purple  colour,  fometimts  pafe  red 
and  white,  blowing  in  February 
and  March,  fometimes  earlier,  and 
has  the  fmell  of  an  hyacinth.  This 
plant  is  extrenuly  acrid,  efpecially 


when  frefli;  and,  if  retained  in  the 
mouth,  excites  great  and  lon.j^-con- 
tinned  heat  ana  inllammation,  par- 
ticularly, of  the  throat  and  fauces. 
In  France  the  bark  is  recommend- 
ed as  an  application  to  the  fliin, 
which  under  certain  •  management 
produces  a  continued  ferous  dif- 
charge,  without  blifftring,  and  is 
thus  rendered  ufeful  in  many  chro- 
nic difeafes  of  a  local  nature. 

The  bark  of  the  rout  is  the  part 
chiefly  in  ufe,  two  drams  of  which 
with  half  an  ounce  of  b.uifed  li-. 
quorice  are  boiled  in  three  pints  of 
water  till  reduced  to  two  ;  of  this 
from  four  to  eight  ounces  are  taken 
four  times  a  day.    This  has  been 
found  very  efficacious  for  rejolving 
venereal  nodes  and  the  thickening  of 
the  tne-mbrane  covering  the  periojleum 
from  other  caufes:    It  is  faid  alfo 
to  cure  other  remains  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,   which   mercury  in  large 
quantities  had  failed  to  do.  Dr. 
CuLLEN  found  a  cafe  of  ulcerations 
in  many  different  parts  of  the  body^ 
where  mercury  had  failed,  entirely 
cured  by  the  ufe  of  mezereon  de- ' 
coiffion  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
Dr.  Home  has  not  only  found  this, 
decbftion  cure  fcirrhous  tumours  re- 
maining after  the  venereal  difeafe,  and 
after  the  ufe  of  mercury,  but  that 
it  healed  fome  fcirrhous  tumoiirs  from 
other  caujes  :  and  Cuilex  has  fre- 
quently employed  it  in  feveral  cu- 
iarieoui   eruptions,    and  fometimes 
with    fuccefs.     •  The  confider- 
able  and  long-continued  irritation 
produced  in  the  throat  when  me- 
zereon  is   chewed,   induced  Dr. 
Withering  to  order  a  patient  trou- 
bled ivith  a  difficulty  of  fiuallcwing^ 
fremingly  occafoned  by  a  paralytic  af- 
fcflion,  to  chew  a  thin  flice  of, the 
root  as  often  as  flie  could  hear  it; 
by  which  in  about  a  month  fhe  re- 
covered her  power  of  fw allowing, 
though  the  complaint  had  been  of 
three  years'  (landing. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant  and  ca^ 
thartic. 
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MILII  ftmen  :  Panici  miliacei 
Lin.    Millet;  the  feed. 

Thefe  feeds  are  frequently  em- 
ployed in  food,  l>ut  hardly  ever  as 
medicines  :  they  are  fufficicntly  nu- 
tritious, and  not  difticult  of  di- 
gefcion 

MILLEFOLII  foVia  :  Achilk^e 
Mille/'Aii  Lin,  MiUo;l,  or  yarrow  ; 
the  leaves  f  £.] 

This  urou  s  plentifully  about  the 
lides  of  fields,  and  on  dry  com- 
xnons,  flowering  during  the  greateft 
part  of  the  fummer.  The  leaves 
have  a  rough  bitterifli  tafle,  and  a 
faint  aromatic  fmell.  Their  vir- 
tues are  thofe  of  a  -very  mild  afirin- 
-er.i,  and  as  fuch  they  ftand  recom- 
mended in  hemorrhages  both  internal 
and  external,  diarrhceas,  debility  and 
laxity  of  the  fibres  ;  and  in  fpnf?nodic 
hjier  cal  affeciions.  In  thefe  cafes, 
feme  of  the  Germans  have  a  very 
high  opinion  of  this  herb,  particu- 
larly Stahl,  who  efieemed  it  a  very 
ejecltial  afiringent,  and,  in  his,  lan- 
guage, one  of  the  moft  certain  to- 
nics and  fcdatives.  Its  virtues  are 
cxtrafted  in  great  perfcftion  by 
proof  fpirit ;  water  takes  up  its 
aftringency  and  bitternefs,  but  lit- 
tle of  its  aromatic  flavour;  tinc- 
tures made  in  reftifred  fpirit  contain 
both,  though  rather  weaker  than 
thofe  in  [jroof-fpirit. 

The  flowers  of  milfoil  are  con- 
fiderably  ftronger  in  aromatic-  fla- 
vour than  the  leaves;  in  diftilla- 
tion,  they  yield  a  fmall  q^rantity 
'  of  efTential  oil,  of  an  elegant  blue 
colour. 

The  roots,  taken  up  in  the 
fpring,  have  an  agreeable  warm, 
pnnvent  tafte.  Dr.  Grew  fays 
they  referable  antrayerva,  and  ima- 
gints  they  might  in  fome  meafure 
jfupply  its  plate.  This,  however, 
is  greatly  to  be  doubted,  fince  th.ere 
is  fuch  a  remarkable  difference  be- 
twixt the  tv.'o,  that,  whilft  one  re- 
tains its  tafte  for  a  length  of  time 


after  it  has  been  brought  to  us 
from  America,  the  tafle  of  the  other 
is  in  great  meafure  lofl-  by  drying, 

Med.  ViRT.  Mildly  afaingcnt 
and  aromatic. 

MILLEPED/E  [/,.  £.]  Omfcus 
Ajellus  L.  S.  N.  Woodlice,  hoglice, 
flaters. 

Thefe  infefts  are  found  in  cel- 
lars, under  flones,  and  in  cold 
moifi:  places  :  in  the  warmer  coun- 
tries they  are  rarely  met  with. 
Millepedes  have  a  faint  difagreeable 
fmtll,  and  a  fomewhat  pungent, 
fweetifli,  naufeous  tafte.  They 
have  been  highly  celebrated  in 
fupprejjioiis  of  urinr.,  in  all  kinds  of 
obfniftions  oj  the  bowels,  in  the  jaun- 
dice, weaknefi  of  fight,  and  a  variety 
of  other  difvrders.  Whether  they 
have  any  jufi:  title  to  thefe  vu-tues, 
is  greatly  to  be  doubted  :  thus  much 
is  certain,  that  their  real  elTe6ts 
come  far  fhort  of  the  character 
ufually  given  of  them.  They  have 
been  fwallowed  in  large  numbers, 
an  hundred  twice  a  aay,  without 
producing  any  effect  on  the  urinary 
paflages,  or  doing  any  fervice  to 
the  complaint  for  whicii'they  were 
adminiftered ;  they  therefore  are  not 
now  much  depended  on. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic  — •  Deob- 
firuent. 

Prep.    Dried  and  poiodered  — 
IVine. 

y\  ORT  friiaus  :  Mori^iigra.  The 
mulberry  tree;   its  fruit  [i.] 

This  tree  is  a  native  of  Italv, 
but  now  cultivated  in  mofl  parts  ot" 
Europe,  not  only  for  the  grateful  ' 
fruit  it  aft'ords,  but  for'the  purpqfe 
of  fupplying  filk-worms  with  the 
leaves,  upon  which  they  feed.  Its 
fruit  israther  eaten  for  pleafure  tliau 
ufed  as  a  medicine  ;  it  has  the  com.- 
mon  qualities  of  the  other  Avcct 
fruits,  abating  heat,  quenching  thirfi^ 
and  promoting  the  grojfey  fecretions. 
The  bark  of  the  roots  has  an  acrid, 
bitter  tafte,  and  pofl'effcs  a  cathartic 
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power.  It  has  been  Aiccefsfully 
iifed  as  a  vermifuge,  particularly  in 
cafes  of  tasnia.  Dofe,  halfad'ram 
of  the  powder. 

Med.  Virt.  Fruit — Refrlge. 
rant  —  Bark  of  the  Root— y/z/r 
thelmintic  —  Cathartic. 

Prep.  Syrup. 

MOSCHUS  [L.  E.]  Mofchus 
tnofchiferus  Li?i.  S.  N.  Miifk. 

Miifk  is  a  grumoiis  fiibftance 
like  clotted  blood,  fonnd  in  a  lit- 
tle bag  fitiiated  near  the  umbilical 
region  of  a  particular  kind  of  ani- 
iTial  met  with  in  China,  Tartary, 
3nd  the  Eaft-Indies :  the  beft  mul'k 
is  brought  from  Tonquin,  an  in- 
ferior fort  from  Agria  and  Bengal, 
3nd  a  ftill  worfe  from  Ruflia. 

Fine  mufk  comes  to  us  in  round 
thin  bladders,  which  are  generally 
about  the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg, 
covered  with  fliort  brown  hairs, 
well  ,  filled,  and  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  opened. 
The  mufk  itfelf  is  dry,  with  a  kind 
of  unftuofity,  of  a  dark  reddifh 
brown  or  rufty  blackifli  colour, 
in  fmall  round  grains,  with  very 
few  hard  black  clots,  and  perfeftly 
free  from  any  fandy  or  other  vifible 
foreign  matter.  If  chewed,  and 
rubbed  with  a  knife  on  paper,  it 
Jooks  fmooth,  bright,  yellowifh, 
and  free  from  grittinefs.  Laid  on 
a  red-hot  iron,  it  catches  flame, 
and  burns  almoft  entirely  away, 
leaving  only  an  exceeding  fmall 
quantity  of  light  greyifli  aflies.  If 
any  earthy  fubftances  have  been, 
mixed  with  the  mufk,  the  quantity 
of  the  refiduuiTi  \5,'ill  readily  difcover 
them. 

Mu(k  has  a  bitterifli  fubacrid 
tafte;  a  fragrant  fmell,  agreeable  at 
a  diftance,  but  whi-n  fmelt  near, 
fo  ftrong  as  to  be  difagreeable,  un- 
Jefs  weakened  by  the  admixture  of 
other  fubftances.  If  a  fmall  quaur 
tity  be  infufed  in  fpirit  of  _  w^ne 
in  the  cold  for  a  few  days,  it  im. 
parts  a  deep,  but  not  red  tinfture  : 


this,  though  it  difcovers  no  great 
fmell  of  the  mufk,  is  neverthelefs 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  its  vir- 
tues ;  a  Angle  drop  of  it  commuuiT 
Gates  to  a  whole  quart  of  wine  a 
rich  niufky  flavour.  The  degree  of 
flavour  which  a  tincture  drawn  from 
a  known  quantity  of  mufk  com- 
municates to  vinous  liquors,  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  beft  criteria  for 
judging  of  the  goodnefs  of  this 
commodity.  Neumann  informs  us, 
that  fpirit  of  wine  diflblves  ten 
phrts  out  of  thirty  of  mufli,  and 
that  water  takes  up  twelve  ;  that 
water  elevates  its  fmell  in  diflilla- 
tion,  whilft  pure  fpirit  brings  over 
nothing. 

Mu/k  is  a  medicine  of  great 
cfteem  in  the  eaftern  countries  : 
among  us,  it  has  been  for  fomc 
time  pretty  much  out  of  ufe,  even 
as  a  'perfume,  on  a  fuppofition  of 
its  occafioning  vapours,  &:c.  in 
weak  females,  and  perfons  of  a  fe- 
dentary  life.  It  appears,  however, 
from  late  experience,  to  be,  when 
properly  managtd,  a  remedy  of 
great  fervice  even  againft  thofe  dif- 
orders  which  it  has  been  fuppofed 
to  produce.  Dr.  Wall  has  com- 
municated- (in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfactions,  N°  474)  an  account 
of  fome  extraordinary  efle^ls  of 
muflc  in  convulfive  and  other  difcafes.^ 
which  have  too-  often  baffled  the 
force  of  medicine.  The  doftor 
obferves,  that  the  fmell  of  per- 
fumes is  often  of  diflervice,  where 
the  fubftancc  taken  inwardly,  and 
in  confiderable  quantity,  produces 
the  happiefl  efFc<fts  :  that  two  per- 
fons labouring  lender  a  fubfultus^ 
'  tenelinum^  estreme  anxiety y  and  loant 
rf  Jlcep,  from  the  bite  of  a  mad  Jog^ 
by  taking  two  dofesof  mufk,  each 
of  which  was  fixteen  grains,  were 
perfeftly  relieved  from  their  com- 
plaints. He  likewife  obferves,  that' 
convnlfve  hiccups,  attended  \\\th. 
the  worft  fymptoms,  were  removed 
by  a  dofe  or  two,  qf  ten  grains  5 
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and  that  in  fome  cafes,  where  this 
medicine  could  not,  ou  account  of 
ftroi)^  convulfions,  be  adminiftered 
to  the  patient  by  the  mouth,  it 
proved  of  fervice  when  injedted  as 
aglvfter.    He  Ukewife  adds,  that, 
under  the  quantity  of  fix  grains, 
he  never  found  much  etfeft  from 
it;  but  that,  talcen  to  ten  grains 
and  upwards,  it  never  fails  to  pro- 
duce a  mild  diaphorefis,  without 
at  all  heating  or  giving  any  uneafi- 
iiefs  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  ea/es 
fain,   raifis  the  Spirits,  and,  after 
the  fvveat  breaks  out,  the  patient 
v.fually  falls  into  a  refrefliing  fleep  ; 
thai  he  never  met  with  any  hyfferi- 
cal  perfon,  how  averfe  foever  to 
perfumes,  but  could  take  it,  in  the 
form  of  a  bolus,  wifhuut  inconve- 
nience.   To  this  paper  is  annexed 
an  account  of  fome  further  extra- 
ordinary etfefts  of  mulk,  obferved 
bv  another  gentleman.  Repeated 
experience  has  fince  confirmed  its 
efBcacy  in  thefe  diforders.  I  have 
myfelf  frequently  given  it  with  re-' 
markable  fuccefs ;  and  fometimes 
increafed  the  dofe  as  far  as  twenty 
grains,  every  four  hours,  with  two 
or  three  fpoonfuls  of  the  mufk  ju- 
lep between.    Befides   what  Dr. 
"Wall  has  faid  in  favour  of  mufl<,  we 
fliali  add  Dr.  Cullen's  opinion, 
who  maintains  that  mufk  is  one  of 
the  moi'L powerful antifpafmodics  with 
which  we  are  acquainted.    It  is 
moil  effectual  when  given  in  fub- 
ftancc,  and  muft  be  adminiftered  in 
large  dofes  from  ten  to  thirty  grains ; 
i^nd  even  when  thefe  large  dofes 
are  found  to  be  efFeftual,  they  mull 
be  repeated  at  fliort  intervals,  till 
t      difeafe   is  entirely  fubdued. 
---  .:>;  is  to  be  j\idged  of  by  the 
ftrength  of  its  odour,  and,  in  pro- 
portion to  this  only,  to  be  an  effec- 
tual remedy.    Dr.  Cullen  once 
procured  immediate  relief  to  a  pa- 
tient labouring  under  fevere  head- 
ach  and  delirium  from  the  gout,  by 
a(|miniftering  fifteen  grains  of  ge- 


nuine mufk  at  a  dofe.  He  alfo  re- 
lieved a  gentleman  afflitnied  ivith  a 
fpafm  of  the  pharynx,  pre-uenting  de- 
glutition, and  almojl  rcfpiration,  by 
niulk,  when  other  remedies  had 
failed  ;  and  as  the  difeafe  continued 
to  recur  at  times  for  fome  years 
after,  it  was  only  obviated  or  re- 
lieved by  tfie  ufe  of  mulk.  It  has 
given  relief  in  feveral  circ  urn  fiances 
of  the  gout,  -when  rctrocedent,  a  feEl- 
Ing  the  jiomach,  lungs,  and  particu- 
larly the  head,  when  admin iflered 
in  large  dofes,  er  at  Icaft  by  repeat- 
ing them  after  fliort  intervals.  In 
fine,  muflc  feems  to  be  adapted  io 
all  cafes  of  convidfive  diforders  whiph 
are  to  be  cured  by  opiates.  In  te- 
tanus it  is  combined  with  opium,  ia 
the  rabies  canina  with  mercu'y. 

MfiD.  ViRT.  Antifpafmodic — dia- 
phoretic. 

V REV.  Mixture,  or  Julep. 

MTROBALAN-I.  Myrobalans, 
dried  fruits  brought  from  the  Eafl- 
Indies ;  their  outward  part,  freed 
from  the  flone. 

.  Five  . kinds  of  myrobalans  were 
formerly  direfted  as  ofticinals,  but 
are  not  ufed  in  the  prefent  praftice. 

All  the  myrobalans  have  a  low 
degree  of  purgative  virtue.  They 
have  alfo  an  aflringent  quality,  dif- 
coverable  by  the  tafle,  from  their 
'  ufe  jamong  the  Indians  for  tanning 
leather,  and  from  their  flriking  a 
black  colour  with  chalybeate  folu- 
tions.  In  confequence  of  this,  ther 
arc  fuppofed  \.o  flrengthen  the  ho-oe'ls 
after  their  operation  as  a  cathartic  is 
over.  Neverthelefs  their  purgative 
virtue  '  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that 
praftiti oners  have  for  a  long  time 
laid  them  entirely  afide  in  that  in- 
tention ;  and  the  college  of  Edin- 
burgh, as  well  as  that  of  London, 
has  now  rejefted  them  from  the  ca- 
talogue of  officinal  fimples, 

Med.  Virt.  Purgative. 

MYRRHA  [L.  E.]  Myrrh. 

Myrrh  is  a  concrete  gummy  re- 
finous  juice  brought  from  the  Eafl- 
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Indies,  in  fmall  lumps  or  drops,  of 
various  rolours  and  magnitudes. 
The  beft  fort  is  of  a  brown  orreddifh 
yellow  colour,  fomewhat  tranfpa- 
rent;  of  a  liglnly  pungent,  bitter 
tafte,  with  an  aromatic  flavour, 
though  not  fufficient  to  prevent 
its  proving  naufeous  to  the  palate  ; 
and  a  flrong  not  difagreeable  fmell. 
The  medical  effects  of  this  aro- 
matic bitter  are,  to  -warm  aful 
ftrc7igihen  ihe  vifctra,  and  diffbhe 
thtci,  tenacious  juices  ;  it  frequently 
occafi-ons  a  mild  diaphorefis,  and 
promotes  the  fluid  fecretions  in 
general. 

Hence  it  proves  ferviceable  in 
languid  cafes,  difeafes  ari/Iirg  from 
a  Jimple  ina^ivily,  i/iofe  female  dif- 
orders  which  proceed  from  a  cold,  mu- 
cous, fluggijli  difpofifion  of  the  bu- 
tneurs,  fupprejlons  of  the  uterine  dif- 
charges,  cachetic  diforders,  and  ixihere 
the  lungs  and  thorax  are  opprejjcd  by 
"vifcid  phlegm.  Myrrh  is  likewife 
fuppofed  in  a  peculiar  manner  to 
reffi  putrefa£lion  in  all  parts  of  the 
body;  and  in  this  light  ftands  re- 
commended in  malignant,  putrid, 
and  peflilential  fevers,  and  in  the 
fmall  pox,  in  which  laft  it  is  faid  to 
accelerate  the  eruption. 

Given  in  moderate  dofes,  it  pro- 
motes appetite  and  digeftion,  for  it 
manifeftly  ftimulates  the  fromach  ; 
but  taken  in  larger  quantity,  as  half 
a  dram  or  two  fcruples,  it  raifes  a 
difagreeable  heat  in  the  ftomach  ; 
and  at  the  fame  tirne  occafions 
a  frequency  of  the  pulfe,  and  a 
fenfe  of  heat  over  the  whole  body. 
"When  therefore  adminiftcred  in 
confiimptions,  in  fome  ef  which 
cafes  it  has  been  ftrongly  recom- 
mended, it  fhould  be  given  in  mo- 
derate dofes  only.  It  has  been 
fpecicufly  pfopofed,  that  myrrh  in 
fubftance  fliould  be  given  to  be 
chewed  in  the  mouth,  and  no  part 
of  it  fwallowtd  but  what  is  dif- 
folved  in  the  faliva.  v 

Reftified  fpiri-t  extrafts  tlig  fine 
aromatic  flavour  and  'bitternefs  of 


this  drug,  and  does  not  elevate 
any  thing  of  either  in  evaporation. 
The  gummy  fubflance  left  by  this 
menftruum  has  a  difagreeable  tafte, 
with  fcarce  any  thing  of  the  pecu- 
liar flavour  of  the  myrrh  :  this  part 
diflblves  in  water,  except  fome  im- 
purities which  remain.  In  diftilla- 
tion  with  water,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  a  ponderous  efl'ential 
oil  arifes,  refembling  in  flavour  the 
original  drug. 

Med.  Virt.  Antifpafmodic  and 
corroborant. 

Prep.  Tindure. 

NARDUS  INDICA:  Andropo. 
gon  Nardus  Lin.  Indian  nard,  of 
fpikenard,  brought  from  the  £aft. 
Indies. 

This  is  a  congeries  of  fmall  fibres 
ifl"uing  from  one  head,  and  matted 
clofe  together,  fo  as  to  form  a 
bunch  about  the  fize  of  the  finger, 
with  fome  fmall  ftrings  at  the  oppor 
Cte'end  of  the  head.  The  matted 
fibres  (which  are  the  part  chofen 
for  medicinal  purpofes)  are  fup- 
pofed by  fome  to  be  the  head  or 
fpike  of  the  plant,  by  others  the 
root :  they  feem  rather  to  be  the 
remains  of  the  withered  fialkp,  or 
the  ribs  of  the  leaves.  Sometimes 
entire  leaves  and  pieces  of  ftalks 
are  found  among  them.  We  like- 
wife  now  and  then  meet  with  a 
number  of  thefe  bunches  ifluing 
from  one  root. 

Spikenard  has  a  warm,  pungent, 
bitterifli  tafte ;  and  a  ftrong,  not 
very  agreeable  fmell.  It .  is  fto- 
machic  and  carminative ;  and  faid 
to  be  alexipharmac,  diuretic,  and 
emmenago^ue. 

-  NASTURTII  AQUATIC  I  her- 
ha :  Silymbrii  Krfiurtii  Lin.  S.  P. 
W^ater'creffes :  the  frefli  herb  [Z,.£.] 
This  plant  grows  wild  in  rivu- 
lets, and  the  clearer  ftanding  wa- 
ters ;  its  leaves  remain  gresn  all 
the  year,  but  are  in  greateft  per- 
feftion  in  the  fpring.  They  have 
a  quick  pungent  fmell  (when  rub- 
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bed  betwixt  the  fingers)  and  an 
acrid  taile,  fimilar  to  tliat  ot  cocl/k- 
aria,  but  weaker.  As  to  their 
virtues,  they  are  among  the  mild- 
er ap-aient  antifcorbut'us.  Hoffman  ^ 
has  a  mighty  opinion  of  this  plant, 
and  teconimends  it  as  of  lingular 
efficacy  for  accelerating  the  circu- 
lation, Jlrengthening  the  vi/ctra,  opftt- 
; '  ohfiruaions  of  the  glands,  pro- 
jj.)!i'ig  the  fluid  fccretions,  and  purijy- 
ing  the  h  ood  and  humours  :  for  thefe 
piirpofes,  the  exprefPed  juice,  which 
contains  the  peculiar  tafte  and  pun- 
gency of  the  herb,  may  be  taken 
in  dofes  of  an  ounce  or  two,  and 

continued  fora  confiderable  time.' 
The  water-crefles  are  frequently 

er.teit^as  fallad,  and  taken  in  this 

w-iv  daily  for  a  confiderible  time, 
ttniler  the  idea  of  being  a  good  cor- 

redor  of  the  blood  and  humours. 

The  naflurtiiim  hortenfe,  or  garden - 

crelFcs,  poflefs  the  fame  virtues,  but 

in  a  much  weaker  degree. 

Med.   Virt.  Auefiient  —  Anti- 

farbutic. 

NEPETJE  folia  :  Nepeta  Cata- 

rids  Lin.  Nep,  or  cat-mint ;  the 

leaves. 

This  plant  is  commonly  culti- 
vated in  our  gardens,  and  is  fome- 
t:mes  alfo  found  growing  wild  in 
hedges  and  on  dry  banks.  It  is  a 
moderatejy  arom:itic  plant,  of  a 
fcrong  I'mell,  refembling  a  mixture 
of  mint  and  pennyroyal ;  of  the 
vir-Mts  of  which  it  iikewife  parti- 
cip.."-e5. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic — Cordial. 

-hJEPHRITICUM  LIGNUM  : 
Cu.in/tdhia  Moi  inga  Lin.  Nephritic 
wood. 

Tiiis  is  an.  American  wood, 
brou<'ht  to  us  in  large,  conipart> 
}  pieces,  without  knots, 

«  :ifh  or  pale  yellow  colour 

or,  -i.e  outfide,  and  dark-coloured 
v/ithin  :  the  b.irk  is  ufu- 
i:ed.     This  wood  imparts 
ater  or  recliHed  fpirit  a  deep 
i..i.aure,  appearing,  when  placed 


betwixt  the  eye  and  the  light,  of  a, 
golden  colour,  in  other  fituations 
blue.  Pieces  of  another  wood  are 
fometimes  mixed  with  it,  which 
give  only  a  yellow  colour  to  water. 
The  nephritic  wood  has  Icarceany 
Imdl,  and  very  little  tafte.  it  (lands 
recommended  in  dijflcdty  0/  «r-/«r, 
nephritic  complaints.^  and  /rf/  diforders 
of  the  kidinys  and  urinary  pajfnges } 
and  is  faid  to  have  this  peculiar  ad- 
vantage, th^t  it'  does  not,  like  the 
warmer  diuretics,  heat  or  offend  < 
the  parts.  Praclitioners  however 
have  not  found  thefe  virtues  war- 
ranted by  experience. 
Med.  Virt.  Dim'cl\ci  ' 
NICOTIAN-'E/o//fl ;  Nicotiana 
Tabaci  Lin.  S.  F.  Tobacco  the 
leaves  [L.  £.] 

This  plant  was  firft  brought  into 
Europe,  about  the  year  1560,  from 
the  iiland  of  Tobago  in  America  ; 
and  is  now  cultivated  for  medicinal 
ufe,  in.  our  gardens.  The  leaves  are 
about  two  feet  long,   of  a  pale 
green  colour  whilil  frefli,  and,  when, 
carefully  dried,  of  a  lively  yellow-  ' 
ifli.    Thev  have  a  ftrong;,  difacree- 
able  fmell,  like  that  of  the  narcotic 
plants  ;  and  a  very  acrid-  burning 
tafte.  Taken  internally,  tliey  prove 
virulently  cathartic  and  emetic,  occa- 
fioning  almofl  intolerable  cardial- 
gic  anxieties.    By  boiling  in  water, 
their  virulence  is  abated,  and  at 
length  deftroyed  :' an  extrafl  made 
by  long  codlion  is  recommended 
by  Stahi  and  other  German  phyfi- 
cians,  as  a  fafe  and  moft  efeilual 
aperient,  expe£lm-ant,  detergent.  Sec. 
but  tins  medicine,  which  is  ex- 
tremely precarious  and  uncertain 
in  ftrength,  has  never  come  into 
efteem   among   us.     Tobacco  is 
fometim'.s  ufed  externally  in  un- 
guents, for  di fraying  cutaneous  in- 
Jiils^  chnnfing  eld  ulcers,  &C.  Beaten 
into  a  madi  with  vinegar  or  !)randy, 
it  has  fomt-timcs  proved  ferviceable 
im  removing  hard  tumours  of  the  hypo- 
chondrcs.  An  account  is  given  in  the 
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Edinburgh  EfTays  of  two  cafes  of 
this  kind  cured  by  it. 

There  is  another  fort  of  tobacco 
found  wild  on  dunghills,  in  fevcral 
parts  of  England.  This  is  called 
by  C.  Bauhine  nicotiann  minor,  by 
Gerard  hyofiyamtis  hams.  Nicotjaiia 
rvftica  Liti.  It  feems  to  agree  in 
quality  with  the  hyofcyamus  for- 
merly mentioned,  though  (as  Dale 
informs  us)  often  fubRituted  in  our 
markefs  for  the  true  tobacco; 
from  which  it  may  be  diftinguiflied 
by  the  leaves  being  much  fmaller, 
and  the  flowers  not  reddifli  as  thofe 
of  the  officinal  fort,  but  of  a  yel- 
lowifh  green  colour. 

Of  late,  however,  the  Nicotiana 
Tabaci,  befides  the  virtues  attri- 
buted to  it  above,  has  been  found 
to  be  an  ufeful  and  powerful  diu- 
retic, given  in  the  form  of  watery 
infufion  and  tinfture,  which  are 
made  in  the  following  manner : 
infufe  one  ounce  of  dried  Virginia 
tobacco  leaves  in  one  pint  of  proof 
fpirit,  or  water ;  let  it  fland  for 
four  days ;  from  thirty  to  fixty  drops 
or  more,  to  be  increafed  by  five, 
eight,  or  ten  drops,  to  a  fiiirable 
dofe,  to  be  taken  two  hours  before 
dinner,  and  at  bed-time,  in  a  little 
cinnamon  or  any  other  kind  of 
aromatic  water,  or  in  common' w.a- 
ter;  the  dofe  one  fourth  lefs  at 
noon  than  in  the  morning.  In  de- 
licate habits  it  fliould  be  cautioufly 
•idminifiered.  From  the  ufe  of  this, 
many  cafes  of  dropfy  and  dyfury 
have'been  relieved,  and  fnme  effec- 
tually cured.  In  fume  and  infufion, 
by  way  of  glyfter,  it  has  been  ufed 
with  tfFecft!;  againft  coftivcneff,  in 
incarcerated  hernia^  iliac  pajpon,  and 
■worms,  particularly  the  afcarides. 

I\I  E  D .  V I R  T .  Violently  emetic  — 
Cathartic — and  'Narcotic. 

Prep.  Infufion  —  Tindure  —  Ex- 
tyail  —  Fume  —  Glyfler. 

NIGELLJE  femen:  NigclU  fa- 
tlvo"  Lin.  Fennel  flower ;  the  feeds. 

This  plant  is  fown  anmially  in 


fome  of  our  gardens ;  the  feeds 
moft  efteemed  are  brought  from 
Italy.  They  have  a  flrong,  not 
unpleafant  fniell ;  and  a  fubacrid, 
fomewhat  un£luous,  difagreeable^ 
taflie.  They  ftand  recommended 
as  aperie?it,  t/iurrtic,  &c.  but. have 
long  been  flrangers  topraftice,  and 
are  by  fome  fufpected  to  have  nox- 
ious qualities. 

JMed.  Virt.  Jpcrient  and  Diu- 
retic. 

NITRUM:  KaVimtratum 
Nitre,  or  faltpetre;  a  fair,  extrnft- 
ed,  in  Perfia  and  the  Eaft  Indies, 
from  certain  earths  that  lie  on  the 
fides  of  hills ;  and  artificially  pro- 
duced in  fome  parts  of  Europe, 
from  animal  and  vegetable  matters 
rotted  together  (with  the  addition 
of  lime  and  aflies)  and  expofed  for 
a  length  of  time  to  the  air,  without 
the  accefs  of  which,  nitre  is  never 
generated.  The  fait  extracted  from 
the  earths,  &c.  by  means  of  water, 
is  purified  by  colature  and  cryftal- 
lization. 

Pure  nitre  diflblves  in  about  fix: 
times  its  weight  of  water,  and 
concretes  again  into  colourlefs 
tranfparent  cryflals ;  their  figure 
is  that  of  an  hexagonal  prifm, 
terminated  by  a  pyramid  of  an 
equal  number  of  fides.  It  readily 
melts  in  the  fire  ;  and,  in  contaft 
with  fuel,  deflagrates  with  a  bright 
flame  and  confiderable  noife;  after 
the  detonation  is  over,  a  large 
quantity  of  alkaline  fait  is  found 
remaining.  The  tafte  of  nitre  is 
fliarp,  penetrating,  and  bitterifb, 
accompanied  with  a  fenfation  of 
coldnefs. 

Nitre  is  a  medicine  of  celebrated 
ufe  in  many  diforders.  Befides 
the  aperient  quality  of  neutral  falts 
in  general,  it  has  a  manifeftly  cmI~ 
ing  one,  by  which  it  quenches  thirfi^ 
and  abates  febrile  heats  and  comm^i^ 
tions  of  the  blooil.  It  has  one  great 
advantage  above  the  refrigerating 
medicines  of  the  acid  kind,  that  it 
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does  not  coagulate  the  animal 
juices;  l/IeoJ,  which  is  coagulated 
bv  all  the  mineral  acitls,  and  w/Vi, 
&c.  by  acids  of  every  kind,  are  by 
nitre  reuJercd  more  dilute,  and  pre- 
ierved  from  coagulation.  It  never- 
t;  f'trs  fomewhat  thickens  the  thin, 
ncrimotjhus  humours,  and  oc- 
cafions  an  uniform  mixture  of  them 
with  fuch  as  are  more  thick  and 
vifcid  ;  by  thefe  means  preventing 
the  ill  coiifequences  which  would 
otherwife  enfue  from  the  former, 
though  it  has  not,  as  Junckner 
fuppofes,  any  property  of  really 
obtunding  acrimony.  This  medi- 
cine for  the  moll  part  promotes  urine  ; 
fomelimei  gently  locfens  the  belly  ;  but 
in  cold  phlegmatic  habits,  very 
rarely  has  this  efFeft,  though  given 
in  large  dofes  :  ah-'mc  fluxes,  pro- 
ceeding fi'om  too  gi'eat  acrimony  of  the 
bile  or  inflammation  of  the  inteflines, 
are  fupprelTed  by  it :  in  choleric  and 
febrile  dif orders,  it  generally  excites 
fzucat ;  but  in  malignant  cafes, 
where  the  pulfe  is  low,  and  the 
ftrength  loft,  it  retards  this  falutary 
evacuation  and  the  eruption  of  the 
exanthemata. 

Dr.  Stahl  has  written  an  exprefs 
treatife  upon  the  medical  virtues 
of  nitre,  in  which  he  informs  us, 
from  his  own  experience,  that  this 
fait,  added  to  gargarifins  employed  in 
inflammations  of  the  fauces  in  acute 
fevers,  thickens  the  falfval  moiflure 
upon  the  palate  and  fauces  into  the  con- 
Jifience  of  a  mucus,  which  keeps  them 
moiit  for  a  confiderable  time  ; 
whereas,  if  nitre  be  not  added,  a 
iudden  drynefs  of  the  mouth  im- 
mediately enfues  ;  that  in  nephritic 
complaints,  the  prudent  life  of  nitre  is 
of  more  fervice  than  any  of  the  nume- 
rous medicines  ufually  recommended  in 
ihat  difeafe ;  that  nitre  gives  great 
'  ■  -  -/  in  fuppreflion  and  heat  of  urine, 
v  .: -.her  fimple  or  occafioned  by  a 
venereal  taint ;  that  it  is  of  great 
fervice  in  acute  and  inflammatory 
pains  of  the  head,  eye-,  ear;,  teeth, 


ice.  in  nil  cryftpelatot/s  affeflions^ 
whether  particular  or  univerCal, 
and  likcwife  in  chronic  deliria ;  that 
in  diarrhace  happening  in  petechial 
fevers,  nitre  mixed  with  abforbeuts 
and  diaphoretics  had  the  bell  ef- 
fects, always  putting  a  ftop  to  the 
flux,  or  rendering  the  evacuation 
falutary  ;  that  in  diarrhace.  happening 
in  the  fmall-pox,  it  had  been  em- 
ployed with  the  like  fuccefs,  two 
dofes,  or  three  at  moft  (confiding 
of  two,  three,  or  four  grains  each, 
according  to  the  age,  &c.  of  the 
patient)  given  at  the  interval  of 
two  or  three  hours,  putting  a  ftop 
to  the  flux,  after  the  bezoardic 
powders,  both  with  and  without 
opium,  had  been  given  without  fuc- 
cefs. The  fame  author  recom- 
mends this  fait  likevvife  as  a  medi- 
cine of  Angular  fervice  in  choleras 
attended  luitb  ^7-eat  anxieties  and  heat 
of  the  blood  ;  in  the  flatulent  fpafmodic 
heart-burns  familiar  to  hypochon- 
driacal people  ;  and  the  lofs  of  appe~ 
tite,  nanfca,  vomiting.  Sec.  which 
gouty  perfons  are  fomctimcs  feized  luitk 
ivhen  the  pains  of  the  feet,  &c.  puddeu- 
ly  remit.  In  cafes  of  this  laft  kind, 
the  ufe  of  nitre  furely  requires  great 
caution,  although  the  author afliu-es 
us,  that  no  bad  confequences  are 
to  be  feared  from  it.  Neverthelefs 
he  obferves,  that  in  phthifis  and 
ulcerous  afFeftions,  it  has  been 
found  to  be  of  no  fervice;  and 
that  therefore  its  ufe  may  be  fuper- 
feded  in  thefe  complaints.  Indeed 
in  diforders  of  the  lungs  in  general, 
it  is  commonly  reckoned  to  be  ra- 
ther hurtful  than  beneficial. 

By  fome,  nitre  is  much  recom- 
mended in  hoemoptyfis,  or  other 
ai'^tive  .haemorrhages,  not  from  any 
alhingent  power  it  may  pollefs, 
but  from  its  diminifliing  the  acti- 
vity of  the  fanguiferous  fyftern. 
With  gouty  ftomachs  it  is  apt  to 
difagree,  and,  when  given  in  lartre 
dofes,  to  occafion  fpafmodic  alrec- 
tio;is  of  that  organ,  and  to  debili. 
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tate  and  deprefs  hypochondriac  and 
nervous  habits. 

It  is  given  from  five  to  thirty 
orains,  with  equal  quantities  of 
luyar,  or  <.'um  arable  well  pow- 
dered, and  diflblved  in  barley  water 
or  thin  gruel,  and  adminiftered 
repeaiedly  as  a  refrigerant,  in  acute 
fevers,  and  other  iniiammatory  dif- 
orders;  though  it  may  be  given 
with  great  fafcty,  and  generally  to 
better  advantage,  in  large  quanti- 
ties;  the  only  inconvenience  is  its 
being  apt  to -lit  nneafy  on  the  fto- 
jnach.  Some  have  affirmed,  that 
this  fait  lofts  half  its  weight  by 
fufion,  and  confequently  that  one 
part  of  melted  nitre  is  equivalent  lo 
two  of  the  cryftals ;  but  it  did  not 
appear,  upon  feveral  careful  trials, 
to  lofe  fo  much  as  one  twentieth  of 
its  weight. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic '—Diapho- 
retic— Refrigerant. 

Prep.  An  acid  Spirit  -—  Decoc- 
tion —  Troches. 

NUX  MOSCHATA  [i.  £.] 
MyrifJca  officinalis  Lin.  The  ker- 
nel, called  nutmeg.,  of  the  fruit ; 
the  fjftntial  oil;  its  exprejfed  oil., 
commonly  called  oil  of  7nace.  Ma- 
cis,  Mace^ 

Nutmegs  are  the  kernels  of  a 
roundifh  nut  which  grows  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.  The  ouifide  covering 
of  this  fruit  is  foft.and  flediy,  like 
that  of  a  walnut,  and  fpontaneoufly 
opens  when  the  nut  grows  ripe  ; 
immediately  imder  this  lies  the  mace 
(See  M  Acis)  which  forms  a  kind  of 
reticular  coveringj  through  thefif- 
fnrcs  wliereof  appears  a  hard  woody 
Ihell  that  includes  the  nutmeg. 
Thefe  kernels  have  long  been  made 
ufe  of  both  for  m.edicinal  and  culi- 
nary purpofes,  and  defervedly  look- 
ed upon  as  a  warm  agret able  aro- 
matic. They  are  fup])ofed  likcu-ife 
to  have  an  apringtnt  virtue ;  and  are 
employed  in  that  intention  ifi  diar- 
rhrv^  and  dyfnteries.'  Their  afrrin- 
gency  is  faid  t.o  be  increaftd  by 


torrefaftion,  but  this  does  not  ap*/ 
pear  to  the  tafte:  this  treatment 
certainly  deprives  the  fpice  of  fome 
of  its  finer  oil,  and  iherefore  ren- 
ders it  lefs  efficacious  to  any  good 
purpofc;.  andj  if  we  may  reafon 
from  analogy,  probably  abates  its 
aftringency.  N\itmcgs  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  aromatic,  flomachic^ 
a/iringent,  and  anodyne;  but  they 
lliould  not  be  ufed  in  large  quanti-* 
lies;  as  they  are  apt  to  affeft  the 
head,  and  exercife  fo  great  an  hyp- 
notic power  as  to  prove  extremely 
dangerous,  according  to  the  ac- 
counts given  by  Bontius  and 
Ctjllen  :  therefore  in  apopleftip 
and  paralytic  cafes,  this  fpice  may 
be  very  improper. 

Nutmegs  difiilled  with  water  af- 
ford a  large  quantity  of  eflential 
oil,  refembling  in  flavour  the  fpice 
itfelf;  after  the  diflillation,  an  in- 
fipid  febaceous  matter  is  found 
fwin-uning  on  the  water;  the  de-- 
coftion,  infpiflated,  gives  an  ex- 
tract of  an  unftuous,  very  lightly 
bitterifli  tafte,  and  with  little  or  no 
aftringency.  Re<ftified  fpirit  ex- 
tra£ts  the  whole  virtue  of  nutmegs 
by  infufiou,  and  elevates  very  little 
of  it  in  diflillation  :  hence  the  fpi- 
rituous  extract  poflefles  the  flavour 
of  the  fpice  in  an  eminent  degree. 

Nutmegs  yield  to  the  prefs 
(heated)  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  limpid  yellow  oil,  which  in 
cooling  concretes  into  a  febaceous 
confiftence.  In  the  fliops  we  meet 
with  three  forts  of  unfVuous  fub- 
ifances,  called  oil  of  mace,  though 
really  exprefled  from  the  nutmeg. 
Tlie  bejl  is  brought  from  the  Eaft 
Indies,  in  flone  jars  ;  this  is  of  a 
tliick  confiftence,  of  the  colour  of 
mace,  and  an.  agreeable  fragtant 
fmell ;  the  ftcondfcrt,  which  is  paler 
coloured  and  much  inferior  in  qua- 
lity, comes  from  Holland  in  folid 
malfes,  generally  flat,  and  of  a 
fqusre  figure;  the  third.,  which  is 
the  worfl:  of  all,  and  ufualiy  called 
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i-o;/.v,.../;  of  "ioce,  is  an  artificial 
com;^>ofition  of  fevum,  palm-oil, 
and  the  liKe,  flavoured  with  a  little 
genuine  oil  of  the  nutmeg.  Thefe 
oils  yield  all  that  part  in  which 
their  aromatic  tlavour  refides,  in 
diliilbtion  to  water,  and  to  pure 
fpirit  by  infufion  :  the  diftilled 
liquor  and  fpiritiious  tiutfture 
nearly  refemble  in  quality  thole 
prepared  immediately  from  the 
nutmegs 

Med.  Virt.  Ai'om<!tic — Cordial 
—Hf^notic  —  Stomachic. 

Prep.  An  cffential  Oil—Exprefed 
Oil,  called  Oil  of  Mace — A  fpirituous 
iWater. 

KUX  FISTACHIA:  Pijiachia 
'■a  Lin.  Pifrachio. 
This  is  a  moderately  large  nut, 
containing  a  kernel  of  a  palegreen- 
4lh  colour,  covered  with  a  reddifli 
Ikin.    The  tree  which  produces  it, 
-grows  fpontaneoufly  in  Perfia,  Ara- 
bia, and  feveral  iflands  of  the  Arch- 
ipelago; it  bears  likewife  the  colds 
of  our  own  climate,  fo  as  to  have 
produced  fruit  not  inferior  to  that 
which  we  re.ceive   from  abroad. 
Piftachio   nuts   have   a  pleafant, 
'••eet,  un(£tuous  tafte,  refembling 
.  3t  of  almonds.    They  are  ranked 
nongft  the  analeptics,  and  are  by 
■  ;ne  much   efteemed   in  certain 
^ahnej/es,  and  in  emaciated  habits. 
Med.  V'rPT.  Emollient— Analeptic. 
tiYMPH^^  AhBJE  radix, 
p'res.  Lin.   White  water  lily  ;  the 
;  -ot  and  flowers. 

This  grows  iij  rivers  and  large 
lakes,  flowering  ufually  in  June. 
T'v;  roots  and  flowrrs  have  a 
ro.-h,  bitterifh,  glutinous  tafte 
:he  flowers  are  the  leaft  rough) ; 
:  ;id,  when  frefli,  a  difagreeable 
imell,  which  is  in  a  great  mea- 
fnrc  loft  by  drying :  they  are  re- 
commended in  alvine  Jinxes,  fleets, 
and  the  like.  The  roots  are  fup- 
pofed  by  fome  to  be  in  an  cmineut 
•1  ;  r'.e  narcotic,  but  on  no  very  good 
foundation.    Lindendpe  informs 


us,  that  in  fome  parts  of  Sweden, 
they  were  in  times  of  fcarcity  ufed 
as  food,  and  did  not  prove  un- 
whok'fome. 

Med.  Virt.  AJlringent  and  Cor- 
roborant. 

CENANTHE  Crocata  Lin.  Hem- 
lock dropwort.  This  is  a  large 
umbelliferous  plant,  growing  in 
ditches  and  other  moid:  places  ; 
with  pinnated  leaves,  refembling 
thofe  of  celery  or  chervil,  and  rib- 
bed ftalks.  Its  roots  afford  the 
eafiefl:  mark  of  diftindlion,  which 
are  white,  thick,  and  fiiort,  and 
grow  feveral  together,  forming  a 
kind  of  bunch. 

The  hemlock  dropwort  has  long 
been  known  as  a  tnojl  dangerous  poi- 
fon ;  the  moft  virulent,  perhaps, 
that  this  country  produces.  Its 
roots  or  leaves,  eaten  by  millake, 
have  frequently  proved  fatal,  oc- 
cafionius:  violent  ficknefs  and  vo- 
miting,  rigors,  convulfions,  deli- 
rium, and  other  terrible  affeftions 
of  the  nervous  fyftpm.  Dr.  Pul- 
teney  has  publifhed  a  cafe  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  vol. 
LXII.  in  which  this  plant,  ufed 
by  miftake  inftead  of  the  water- 
parfnpp,  proved  remarkably  effi- 
cacious in  removing  an  inveterate 
fcorbutic  complaint,  which  had 
refifted  a  variety  of  other  remedies. 
The  dofe  firfi:  given  was  a  common 
fpoonful  of  the  juice  of  the  root, 
which  at  the  firft  exhibition  pro- 
duced very  alarming  eifefts.  This 
was  afterwards  reduced  to.  three 
tea-fpoonfuls ;  which  quantity  was 
perfifled  in  a  confiderable  time, 
and  then  changed  for  a  t&a  of  the 
leaves.  The  medicine  never  proved 
purgative,  but  was  diuretic.  It  al- 
ways occalioned  a  degree  of  verti- 
go,  accompanied,  when  the  juice 
itfsif  was  taken,  with  naufea  and 
ficknefs. 

In  Ediilbnrgh  it  is  faid  to  have 
been  formerly  brought  into  pracr 
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tice ;  and,  from  experiments  made 
with  the  infufion  of  the  leaves,  it 
has  been  thought  highly  iifeful  in 
promotnig  the  mcnftrual  difcharge. 
However,  from  the  a£tive  powers 
of  this  medicine,  great  caution  is 
requifitc  in  its  adminiftration  ;  for 
if  given  in  too  large  dofes,  it  may 
prove  deftruftive. 

Med.  ViKT.  Juirulent  Poifon — 
Emmenngogue. 

Prlp.  Juice — Infufion, 

OLIVj^L,  eariDtque  oleum  :  Oka 
Eiiropaa  L  'tti.  S.  P,  The  olive  tree  ; 
the  fruit  and  its  oil  [L.  E.] 

This  tree  grows  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  France,  in  Spain,  Italy, 
and  other  warm  countries :  with 
us  it  is  ufually  preferved  in  the 
green-houfes  of  the  curious,  though 
it  will  bear  our  ordinary  winters 
in  the  open  air,  and  produce  very 
good  fruit.  Olives  have  an  acrid, 
bitter,  extremely  difagreeable  tafte  : 
pickled  (as  we  receive  them  from 
abroad)  they  prove  lefs  difagree- 
able  ;  the  Lucca  olives,  which  are 
fmaller  than  the  others,  have  the 
weakeft  taile;  the  Spanifli,  or 
larger,  the  ftrongeft ;  the  Provence, 
which  are  of  a  middling  fize,  are 
generally  the  mofl  efteemed. 

The  oil  obtained  from  this  fruit 
has  no  particular  tafte  or  fmell, 
and  does  not  greatly  differ  in 
quality  from  oil  of  almonds.  Au- 
thors make  mention  of  two  forts 
of  this  oil ;-  one,  exprefied  from 
the  olives  when  fully  ripe,  which 
is  our  common  oil  olive :  the  other, 
before  it  has  grown  ripe  ;  this  is 
called  oleum  immaturum,  and  omphn- 
citium.  Nothing  is  met  with  in  the 
fiiops  iinderthis  name  ;  andLemery 
affirms,  t'hat  there  is  no  fuch  oil ; 
unripe  olives  yielding  only  a  vifcid 
juice  to  the  prefs.  From  the  ripe 
fruit,  two  or  three  forts  are  obtain- 
ed, differing  in  degree  of  purity: 
the  pureft  runs  by  light  prefTure  : 
the  remaining  magma,  heated  and 
prelfed  more  firongly,  yields  an  in- 


ferior fort,  with  fome  dregs  at  thrf 
bottom,  called  amurca.  Ail  thefe 
oils  contain  a  confiderable  portion 
of  aqueous  moiflure.  and  a  muci- 
laginous fubffance,  which  fubjeft 
them  to  run  into  a  putrid  ftate : 
to  prevent  this,  the  preparers  add 
fome  fea-fait,  which,  imbibing  the 
aqueous  and  mucilaginous  parts, 
finks  with  them  to  "the  bottom  ; 
by  thefe  means,  the  oil  becomes 
more  homngene,  and  confequent- 
ly  lefs  fufceptible  of  alteration. 
In  its  paffage  to  us,  fome  of  the 
fait,  thrown  up  from  the  bottom 
by  the  fliaking  of  the  veffel,  is 
fometimes  mixed  with  and  de 
tained  in  the  oil,  which,  in  01., 
colder  climate,  becomes  too  thick 
to  fuffer  it  freely  to  fubfide;  an  ' 
hence  the  oil  is  fometimes  mc 
with  of  a  manifeftly  faline  taftc. 

Med.  Virt.  Emollient. 

OLIBANUM  [L.  £.]  Jun, 
perus  lycia  Lin.  A  gummy  refin. 
brought  from  Turkey  and  the  Eal' 
Indies,  iifually  in  drops  or  tears, 
like  thofe  of  maftich,  but  larger, 
of  a  pale  yellowifli,  and  fometime- 
reddiih  colour  ;  a  moderately  warm 
pungent  tafte,  and  a  ftrong,  not 
very  agreeable  fmell.  This  dru^ 
has  received  many  different  appel- 
lations, according  to  its  different 
appearances  :  the  fingle  tears  ar ; 
called  fimply  otibanum,  or  thus 
when  two  are  joined  together, 
they  have  been  called  thus  mafcu- 
lum,  and  when  two  were  very  large, 
thus  fcsmininum.  Sometimes  four  or 
five,  about  the  bignefs  of  filberds, 
are  found  adhering  to  a  piece  ot 
the  bark  of  the  tree  from  which 
they  exuded  ;  thefe  have  been 
named  thus  corticofum  ;  the  finer 
powder  which  rubs  off  from  the 
tears  in  the  carriage,  mica  thuris 
and  the  coarfer  powder,  manna  thu- 
ris. This  drug  is  not  however  in 
any  of  its  ftates  what  is  now  called 
thus  or  frankincenfe  in  the  fliops. 
(See  Thus.) 
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Olibanum  confifts  of  about  equal 
parts  of  a  gummy  and  reliiious  iub- 
ftance,  the  firft  foluble  in  water, 
the  other  in  rcftified  fpirir.  With 
re'4.ird  to  its  virtues,  many  have 
been  attributed  to  it,  particularly 
in  difordifs  of  th;  head  aid  liea/I,  in 
alvine  and  uterine  fiuxes  :  but  its 
real  etTeits  in  thefe  cafes  are  far 
from  anfivering  the  promifes  of  the 
recommenders.  Riverius  is  faid  to 
have  had  large  experience  of  the 
good  efr'eils  of  this  drug  in  flsu~ 
rifa,  sfpecially  epidemk  oms :  he 
dire£^s  a  fcooped  apple  to  be  nlJed 
ih  a  dram  of  olibanum,  then  co- 
red and  roaflcd  under  the  aflies  ; 
5  is  to  be  taken  for  a  dofc,  three 
ounces  of  carduus  water  drank  af- 
ter it,  and  the  patient  covered  up 
warm  in  bed:  in  a  "fliorf  time,  he 
fays,  either  a  plentiful  fweat  or 
n  gentle  diarrhoea  will  enfue,  which 
rry  on  the  difeafe.  Geoffroy  in- 
iorms  us,  that  he  has  frequently 
made  life  of  this  medicine,  after 
venEefeftion,  with  good  fuccefs; 
but  acknowledges  that  it  has  fome- 
,times"failed.  Its  dofe  is  from  one 
to  two  fcruples.  It  is  now  fel- 
dom  ufed  ;  its  place  being  better 
fupplied  by  myrrh,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  the  refinous  kind. 

Med.  ViRT.  Slightly  Jljlringent. 
OPIUM  [L.  £.]  Opium. 
This  juice  has  not  yet  been  col- 
Icfted  in  any  quantity  in  Europe. 
Egypt,   Periia,    and   fome  'Other 
provinces  of  .Afia,  have  hitherto 
fupplied  us  with  this  commodity  : 
in  thofe  countries,  lar^e  quantities 
of  poppies  are  cultivated  for  this 
',  tife.    The  opium  prepared  about 
Thehc3  in  Egypt,  hence  named 
Thebaic  opium,  has  been  ufually 
efteemed  the  beft  ;  but  this  is  not 
now  d'lii.-.guifhed  from  that  co]le<?^- 
«1  in  otiitr  places.    This  juice  is 
brought  to  us  in  cakes  or  loaves, 
covered  with  leaves  and  other  ve- 
getable matters,  to  prevent  their 
•;cking  together:  it  is  of  a  folid 


confidence,  yet  fomewhat  foftifii 
and  tenacious,  of  a  dark  reddifli- 
brown  colour  in  the  mafs,  and, 
when  reduced  into  powder,  yel- 
low ;  of  a  faint  difiigreeabie  fmell, 
and  a,  bitterirti  tafte,  accompanied 
with  a  pungent  beat  and  <!i:rimony. 

The  general  effecis  of  this  me- 
dicine are,  to  relax  the  foUds,  and 
y(7ider  them  Icfs  fenjiblr.  of  irritation^ 
to  cheer  the  fpirits,  eafe  pain,  pro:  ure 
Jleep,  promote  petjpiration  and  fvjeaty^ 
but  reftrain  all  other  evacuations^ 
When  its  operation  is  over,  the 
pain  and  other  fymproms  which- it 
had  for  a  time  abated,  return  ;  and 
generally  with  greater  violence  than 
before,  unlefs  the  caufe  has  been 
removed  by  the  diaphorefis  or  re- 
laxation which  it  occafioned. 

The  operation  of  opium  is  gene- 
rally attended  with  a  flow,  but 
ttrong  and  full  pulfe,  a  drynefs  of 
the  mouth,  a  rednefs  and  (light 
itching  of  the  fkin  :  and  followed 
by  a  degree  of  naufea,  a  difficulty 
of  refpiration,  lownefs  of  the  fpi- 
rits,  and  a  weak  languid  pulfe. 

The  principal  indications  of 
opium  are,  great  watchfulnefs,  im- 
moderate evacuations  proceeding 
from  acrimony  and  irritation, 
cramps  or  fpafmodic  ciontraftions 
of  the  nerves,  and  violent  pains  of 
almoft  every  kind.  In  thefe  cafes, 
opiates  procure  at  leafi:  a  temporary 
relief;  and  an  opportunity  for  other 
medicines,  properly  interposed,  to 
take  efFecfl. 

Opium  fometimes  defeats  the  in- 
tention of  the  phyfician,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  producing  reft,  occafinns 
great  anxiety,  vomiting,  &;c.  Tak- 
en OH  a  full  Jlomach,  it  often  proves 
emetic.  Where  the  patient  is  ex- 
baufte'd  by  exceffive  evacuations,  it 
occafions  generally  oreat  lownefs.  It 
has  been  obferved  to  operate  more 
powerfully  in  perfons  of  a  lax  habit, 
than  in  theoppofite  circuniftances. 
Whilft  it  ufefully  reftrains  preter- 
natural difcharges  proceeding  from 
O 
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irritation,  it  proves  injurious  in 
thofe  that  arife  from  a  contrary 
caufe,  as  in  the  colliquative  diar- 
^  rhoea*  attending  hedic  fevers.  By 
relaxing,  taking  off  ftriftures,  and 
occafioning  a  paralyfis  of  particu- 
lar parts,  it  often  promotes  fuch 
evacuation  as  thofe  parts  are  con- 
cerned in.  Boerhaave  obferves, 
that  it  fometimes  enables  the  ureters 
to  allow  an  eafy  palTage  even  to  the 
calculus:  but  this  effeft  is  by  no 
means  conflant. 

When  opium  is  fo  managed  as 
tp  procure  fweat,  it  will  tend  to 
i/emove  the  inflammatory  flate  of 
the  fyftem,  and  may  prove  gene- 
rally ufeful  ;  which  is  proved  by  the 
cure  of  the  acute  rheumatifm  from 
the  exhibition  of  the  compound 
powder  of  ipecacuanha.  Though 
the  ufe  of.  opium  is  forbid  in  the 
firft  ftage  of  the  eruptive  fever  of 
the  fmall-pox ;  as  at  this  period 
of  the  difeafe  the  pulfe  is  often 
found  to  be  languid,  and  the  coun- 
tenance -pale,  though  pains  in  the 
head  and  loins  are  at  the  fame  time 
very  fevere  :  thefe  fymptoms,  with 
reftlefsnefs  and  other  figns  of  ir- 
ritability, which  appear  for  fome 
days  after  the  attack  of  the  difeafe, 
are  confiderably  relieved  by  opium ; 
to  which  are  ufually  added  camphor 
and  tartarifed  antlmonial  wine, 
taking  care  to  keep  the  body  open. 
In  Lemoi  rliagcs  excited  by  irrita- 
tion, unattetided  imth  infamrnfltion, 
opium  is  ufeful.  In  dyfentery  it 
may  be  occafionally  employed  to 
moderate  the  violence  of  the  fym- 
ptoms, though  not  confidered  as  a 
remedy.  In  the  latter  jlages  of  di- 
arrhaa^  when  the  acrimony  produ- 
cing it  has  been  carried  off  in  a 
gi-eat  meafure,  opium  is  an  effica- 
cious remedy.  In  cholera  and  fy- 
rojis,  it  is  chiefly  to  be  relied  upon, 
joined  with  laxatives  it  is  employed 
in  colic  ;  and,  doubtlefs,  by  reliev- 
ino;  the  fpafm,  often  prevents  ileus, 
Hnd  inflammation :  nay,  indeed,  it 


is  frequently  found  to  allay  the 
vomiting,  the  fpafms,  the  pain, 
and  fometimes  to  diminifli  th? 
inflammation,  and  prevent  the  gan- 
grene of  the  ftrangulated  gut, 
in  ileus  and  in  incarcerated  hernia. 
In  different  fpecies  of  tetanus  op\- 
um  is  fuccefsful,  and  affords  reiie; 
to  various  fpafmodic  and  convul- 
five  fymptoms  occurrin'^  in  feverr.: 
difeafeg,  as  afthma,  epilepfy,  dyf- 
pepfia,  hypochondriafis,  rabies  ca- 
nina,  chorea  fancti  Viti,  mania, 
&c.  &c. 

In  intermittents,  opium  has  been 
ftrongly  recommended,  as  an  ef- 
fectual means  of  llopping  the  re- 
currence of  the  febrile  paroxyfms, 
and  has  been  given  before  the  fit- 
in  the  cold  ftage,  in  the  hot  fit,  an;; 
during  the  interval,  with  the  belt 
effects  ;  prodiJting  immediate  re- 
lief, and  in  a  fhort  time  curing  tk; 
patient;  without  leaving  thofe  ab- 
dominal cbftruftions  which  have 
been  afcribed  to  the  bark.  But 
in  thefe  fevers  the  beft  prac- 
tice perhaps  is  to  unite  opium 
with  the  bark,  which  enables  the 
ftomach  to  bear  the  latter  in  lar- 
ger dofes,  and  adds  confiderably  to 
its  eflicacy. 

With  regard  to  the  dofe  of  opi- 
um, one  grain  is  generally  a  fuf- 
ficient,  and  often  too  large  a  one  ; 
maniacal  perfons,  and  thofe  who 
have  been  long  accuffomed  to  take 
it,  require  three  or  more  grains  tc 
have  the  due  eft"e£f  :  but  its  dofe 
varies  in  different  perfons,  and  in 
different  flates  of  the  fameperfon. 
A  quarter  of  a  grain  will  in  one 
adult  produce  eifeds  which  ten 
times  the  quantity  will  not  do  in 
another:  and  a  dofe  that  might 
prove  fatal  in  colic  or  cholera, 
would  not  be  perceptible  in  many 
cafes  of  tetanus,  or  mania.  The 
loweft  fatal  dofe  to  thofe  unac- 
cuftomed  to  take  it  is  four  grains: 
but  a  dangerous  dofe  is  fo  apt  to 
produce  vomiting  that  it  feldoa\ 
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occafions  death.  Tnjecfled  up  the 
,  reiftiini,  it  has  all  the  etfefts  of  opi- 
um taken  into  the  ftomach;  buc 
double  the  quantity  is  to  b-  em- 
ployed to  anfwer  the  purpo  e.  Ap- 
plied to  the  naked  nerves  of  ani- 
mals it  produces  immediate  tor- 
por, and  lofs  of  power  in  all  the 
miifcles  with  which  the  nerves 
communicate.  Among  the  eaftern 
nations,  who  are  habituated  to 
opium,  a  dram  is  but  a  moderate 
dofe.  Garcia^  relates,  that  he  knew 
one  who  every  day  took  ten  drams. 
Thofe  who  have  been  long  accuf- 
t-^mcd  TO  its  ufe,  upon  leaving  it 
are  feized  with  great  lownels, 
i-.iguor,  an<j  anxiety;  v.  hich  are 
relived  by  having  again  recourfe  to 
opium,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  by 
wine  or  fpiriruous  liquors. 

Opium,  taken  into  t'^e  ftomach 
in  an  immoderate  dofe,  proves  a 
narcotic  poifon,  producing  verti- 
go, tremors,  convxilfions,  delirium, 
ftupor,  ftertor,  and  finally  latal 
apoplexy. 

Opium  is  partially  foluble  in 
water,  and  in  rec\-ified  fpirit  :  proof 
fp'-it,  wine,  and  vinegar,  totally 
'  diffolve  it;   the   i7ipurities  only 
being  left.    The  folutious  in  proof 
:  fpirit  zrd  wine    have  the  fame 
'  effe(fls  with  the  juice  in  fubftance  ; 

■  with  this  difference,  that  they  ex- 

■  ert  themfelves  fooner  in  the  body, 

■  and  are  lefs  apt  to  leave  a  naiifea 
'  on  the  itomach.    A  tintlure  made 
i  in  rectified  fpirit  is  fuppofed  to 
i  operate,  in  an  equal  dofe,  more 
•  poA-e-fuIly  than  the  foregoing  li- 
quors. Geoffrey  informs  us,  fr;  m 
his  ovn  experience,  that,  whilft 
the  watery  and  v>ii0us  folutions 
occa'ioned  pleafanr  quiet  deep,  a 
linSturf.   dra.vn   wit'i  pure  fpirit 
brought  on  a  phrenfy  for  a  time. 
Alkaline  falls    diminijii  the  foporific 
virtue  of  this  mtdicln' :  fi>.i  alkalies 

■  render  it  diuretic,  luiiiljl  volatile  ones 
determine  its  aHion  chii:fiy  to  the  aita- 

■  niou;  pores.    Acids  almojl  entirely  de- 


Jrroy  its  /'oioer.  Many  have  endea- 
vouied  to  correft  r..me  imaginary 
ill  qualiti-s  of  this  drug,  by  toad- 
ing  ir,  bv  fermentation,  by  long 
continued  digeftions,  by  repeated 
diflblutions  and  diftillations.  Thefe 
proccfles,  though  recommended  by 
many  writers,  do  not  promif;  any 
Angular  advantage:  they  may  in- 
deed weaken  the  opium  ;  but  by 
thefe  very  means  beco.ne  prejudi- 
cial, rendering  the  medicine  more 
uncertain  iji  its  operation,  and  the 
dofe  more  undetermined. 

Opium  applied  externally  gives 
eafe  in  many  pains,  but  does  not, 
as  fome  have  fuppole  1,  if upify 
the  part,  or  render  it  infei  fible  of 
pain:  uied  immode  dtely,  it  isfaid 
to  produce  the  fame  ill  rffefts  as 
when  taken  to  excels  internaily. 

Med.  Virt    Sulntive  —  Cwdial. 

OPOPaNAX:  Pajiivaca  Opo- 
panax  Lin.  S.  P.  Opopanix  [L.] 

A  concrete  gummy  reiinous 
juice,  obtained  from  the  roots  of 
an  umbelliferous  plant,  which 
grows  fpontaneoufly  in  the  warmer 
countries,  and  bears  the  colds  of 
this.  The  juice  is  brought  from 
Turkey  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  fome- 
times  in  round  drops,  or  tears,  but 
more  commonly  in  irregular  lumps, 
of  a  reddilh  yellow  colour  on  the 
outfide,  with  fpecks  of  white,  in- 
wardly of  a  paler  colour,  and  fre- 
quently variegated  with  lart,e  white 
pieces.  It  has  a  peculiar  ftrong 
frr.ell,  and  a  bitter,  acrid,  fomewhat 
naufeous  tafle.  Its  virtues  are  thofe 
of  an  attenuating  and  apeiicnt  me- 
dicine. Boerhaave  frequently  em- 
ployed it.  along  with  am  noniacum 
and  galbanum,  in  hypochondriacal 
diforders,  obftru£lions  of  the  abdaminal 
•vifcrra^  fupprcjjtons  of  the  menjirual 
evacuations  from  the  fluggiOinefs  of 
mucous  humours,  and  a  wane  of 
due  elafticity  of  the  folids  ;  ai.d  in 
afthmas,  efi^ecially  whe  i  con  leftcd 
with  a  phlegmatic  habit  i  f  bo  iv  : 
in  thefe  intentions  it  is  an  ufeful 
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ingredient  in  the pilulaigxVo.  comp. 
and  compound  powder  of  myrrh 
of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  but 
IS  not  employed  in  any  compofition 
of  the  Edinburgh.  It  may  be  given 
by  itfelf  in  the  dofe  of  a  fcruple, 
or  half  a  dram  :  a  whole  dram 
proves,  in  many  conftitutions, 
gently  purgative. 

Med.  ViRT.    Attenuant  —  Sti- 
mulo.yit. 

OUJGANI/o//rt.-  Origani  vulg. 
Lin.  S.  P.  Wild  marjoram  ;  the 
leaves  [Z,.] 

This  is  met  with  upon  dry  chalky 
-hills,  and  in  gravelly  foils,  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  England.  It  has  an 
agreeable  fmell,  and  a  pungent 
tafte,  warmer  than  that  of  the 
garden  marjoram,  and  much  re- 
fembling  thyme,  with  which  it 
feems  to  agree  in  virtue.  An  ef- 
fential  oil  did il led  from  it  is  kept 
in  the  fliops  ;  which  has  been  ufed 
for  cafing  pain  of  carious  teeth,  by 
dropping  it  on  cotton,  and  infert- 
ing  it  in  the  cavity  of  the  aching 
tooth.  The  dried  leaves,  ufed  in- 
ftead  of  tea,  are  faid  to  be  extreme- 
ly crateful. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic. 
Prep.  Ejjential  Oil. 
There  is  another  fort  of  origanum 
called  Creticiifn,  whofe  flowers,  or 
.  rather  flowery  tops,  are  fometimes 
brought  to  us  from  Candy.  Thefe 
have  an  agreeable  aromatic  flavour, 
Ibmewhat  ftronger  than  the  com- 
mon fort. 

OR  YZyE  feme.n  :  Oryx^  fativa 
Lin.  Rice  ;  the  feeds  freed  from  the 
outward  fkin.  Thefe  are  brought 
chiefly  from  Carolina,  where  the 
plant  is  cultivated  in  large  quanti- 
ties; but  they  are  the  prodndt  of 
diflFerent  countries,  particularly  of 
the  Eafl  Indies.  ,  They  are  fuffi- 
ciently  nutritious,  and  afford  an 
iifeful  food  in  diarrhaecs,  dyf- 
enterics  and  other  diforders  from 
a  thin  acrimonious  flate  of  the 
.  juices. 


Med.  Virt.  Emollient  —  Refri- 
gerant. 

PMO'NIM  radix,  fiores,  ftmen  : 
Pisoiiia  ojfficinalis  Liu.  Male  and 
female  peony ;  the  roots,  floWers, 
and  feeds. 

Thefe  plants  are  cultivated  in 
our  gardens  on   acount   ot  the 
beauty  of  their  flowers  j  the  fe- 
male, which  is  the  larger  and  more 
elegant,  and  for  this  reafon  the 
more  common,   is  the  only  on*e 
with  which   the   fliops  are  fup- 
plied.    In  quality  they  are  fcarce 
fenfibly  different ;  and  hence  they 
may  be  taken  promifcuoufly.  The 
roots  and  feeds   of  peony  have, 
when  recent,  an  unpleafant  fcent, 
approaching  to   that  of  the  nar- 
cotic plants  3  and  a  fomewhat  glu- 
tinous    fubacrid    tafle,    with  a 
flight  degree  of  bitternefs  and  a- 
flringency  :   the  leaves   alfo  dif- 
cover  an  aftringent  quality  both  to 
the  tafte,  and  by  changing  chaly- 
beate folutions  of  a  purple  colour  : 
the  flowers  have  little  tafl:e,  and  a 
very  faint,   not  agreeable  fmell. 
The  parts  which  have  chiefly  been 
iifed  for  medicinal  purpofes,  are  the 
roots  and  feeds.    Thefe  are  looked 
upon  as  emollient,  corroborant,  and 
Jli^htly  anodyne  ;  and  fuppoffd  to  be 
of  fervice  in  fame  kinds  0/  ohjlruc- 
tions,  eroj-ons  of  the  "ufcera,  hcnt  of 
iirine,  pains  in  the  kidneys,  and  the 
like.    The  virtue  for  which  they 
are  chiefly  celebrated,  is  that  of 
curing  fpafmodic  and  epileptic  com- 
plaints;   which  many  have  been 
abfurd  enough  to  believe  that  the 
root  of  this  plant  would  do  by 
being  v/orn  about  the  neck. 

MiiD.  Virt.  Emollient  -r-  Ar.ti- 
fpafmodic. 

PALM^  oleum  :   Cocos  butyracea 
Lin.  Palm-oil  [£.] 

This  oil  is  obtained  from  the 
kernels  of  the  fruit  of  a  fpecies  o; 
palm-tree,  which  is  a  native  of 
the  coafl  of  Guinea  and  Cape  VercJ 
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iOands.    From  thefe  places  it  has   juices  which  they  luive  in  common 


ointment,  and  of  an  orange  colour;  whites  of  eggs,  and  evaporated  to 

a  ftroiicr..  not  difaoreeable  fmell,  a  due  confiftence,  yields  about  one 

butveiy  little  tafte.    By  long  keep-  fifth,  or  one  fixth,  the  weight  of  the 

ing,  it  'lofes  its  high  colour,  and  heads,  of  extrafl:.     This  po/Tefles 

becomes  white;  when  it  ought  to  the  virtues  of  opium ;  but  requires 

;>e  reje6>td,  as  no  longer  fit  fo»  ufe.  to  be  given  in  double  its  dofe  to 

The   inhabitants  of  the    Guinea  anfwer  tlie  fame  intention,  which  it 

coaft  are  faid  to  make  this  oil  part  is  faid  to  perform  without  occafion- 

of  their  food,  and  to  employ  it  for  ing  a   naufea  and  giddinefs,  the 

the  fame  purpnfes  as  we  do  butter,  ufual  confequences  of  the  other. 

With  us,  It  is  rarely  given  inward-  {See  the  Edir.bv.rghEJj'ays abridg.  vol. 

!v,  and  ufed  only  in  fome  external  i.  pag.  158  and  132.)    A  Itrong 

r^nplications,  for  pains  and  iveak-  decodion  of  the  heads,  mixed  with 

■  'Ifii  of  the  nerves,  cramps,  f  rains,  as  m-uch  fugar  as  is  fuihcicnt  to  re- 
:nd  the  like.    The  common  people  duce  it  into  the  confiftence  of  a 

pply  \i\o\.\\tcure  of  diilttains,2Li\i\,  fyrup,  becomes  fit  for  keeping  in 

when  esriy  made  life  of,  not  with-  a  liquid  form;  this  is  an  ufeful 

out  <'uccefs.  anodyne,   and  often   fucceeds  ia 

Med.  Vikt.   Emollient  —  Ano-  procuring  fleep,  where  opium  fails. 

d'ine.  Both  thefe  preparations  are  very 

Prep.  Expreffed  Oil.  ufeful,  though  liable  to  variation 

PAPx\^''ER.lS    ALBI    capita  :  in  point  of  ftrcngth  :  nor  does  this 

Papa-veris  fomniferi  Lin.    The  large  inconvenience  feem  'avoidable  by 

garden  poppy,  with  white  flowers  any  care  in  the  prefcribei',  or  the 

and  feeds ;  or  the  white  poppy ;  operator ;   fince  the  poppy-heads 

its  heads  [L.  £.]  themfelves  (according  to  the  degree 

The  heads  and  ftalks  of  thefe  of  maturity,  and  the  foil  and  feafon 

•.  iants  contain  a  milky  juice,  which  of  which  they  are  the  produce) 

.;;ay  be  col!e6led  in  confiderable  contain  different  proportions  of  the 

quantity,  by  (lightly  wounding  them  narcotic  matter  to  the  other  juices 

•■'hen  almoft  ripe.    This  juice,  ex-  of  the  plant ;  as  has  been  obferved 

"ofed  for  a  fe>»'  days  to  the  air,  in  the  "  Pharmacopoeia  reformata." 

lit  kens  into' a  ftiff  tenacious  mafs.       The  white  poppy  heads  are  often 

^^reeing  in  quality  with  the  opium  ufed  for  fomentations,  and  exter- 

;roug!it  f'-om  abroad.    (See  Opi-  naliy  applied ;  but  are  more  fre- 

■:M.j    The  ju'ces  of  the  white  and  qucntly    added    to    the  deco5ium 

lack  poppies  appear  to  be  iimilar  pro  fomento. 

■  j  one  apother  ;  the  only  difference       The  feeds  of  the  poppy  are  by 
:  in  the  quantity  afforded,  which  many  reckoned  foporific.  Juncker 
.  gen'^raiiy  in  proportion  to  the  fays,  they  have  the  fame  quality 
':ze  of  the  plants.    The  larger,  or  with   thofe   of  hyofcyamus,  and 
•  hite  poppy,  is  the  fort  cultivated,  Herman  looks  upon  them  as  a  good 
jy  the  preparers  of  opium  in  the  fubflitute  to  opium  ;  mifled  pro- 
eaftern  countries,  and  forraedicinal  bably   by  an   obfervation  which 
life?  in  this.  holds  in  many  plants,  that  the  feeds 

Poppy-.heads,    boiled  in  water,  are  more  efficacious  than  the  veffels 

't  to  the  menPiruum  their  nar-  in  which  they  are  contained.  , 


been  tranfplanted  into  Jamaica  and 
B.irbadoes.  The  oil,  as  brought  to 
lis,  is  about  the  confiftence  of  an 


with  vegetable  matters  in  general. 
The  liquor  ftrongly  prcfled  out, 
fiiffered   to   fettle,   clarified  with 


juice,  together  with  the  other 


The  feeds  01  the  poppy  have 
O3 
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nothing  of  tlie  narcotic  juice  which 
is  lodged  in  their  covering,  and  in 
the  ftalks ;  an  oil  expreffed  from 
them  has  been  iifed  for  the  fame 
purpofes  as  oil  olive  ;  and  the  feeds 
themfeheb  taken  as  food.  Their 
tafte  is  fweetifli  and  farinaceous. 

Med.  Vikt.  Aiwdyne. 

Prep.  SyrUf/ — Extrail. 

PAPAVERIS  ERRATICI,/^ 
Papaveris  rliceacl-'s  Lin.  S.  P.  Jlores. 
lied  poppy,  or  corn-rofe  ;  the  great- 
er of  the  hairy  wild  poppies,  w'i.h 
deep  red  flowers  and  dark-coloured 
feeds  ;  its  flowers  ['L.} 

The  flowers  of  this  plant  yield 
upon  expreflion  a  deep  red  juice, 
anfi  impart  the  fame  colour  by  in- 
fiifion  to  aqueous  liquors.  A  fy- 
rup  of  them  is  kept  in  the  fliops : 
this  is  valued  chiefly  for  its  colour; 
though  fome  expeft  from  it  a  light- 
ly anodyne  virtue. 

PARALYSIS  Jlores  Primitive 
wris  Lin.  Cowilip  ;  the  flowers. 

This  plant  s;rows  wild  in  marflies 
and  moift  meadows.  The  flowers 
appear  in  April ;  they  have  a  plca- 
iant  fvveet  fmell,  and  a  fubacrid, 
bitterifli,  fomewiiat  aflringent  tafl:e. 
An  infufiqn  of  them,  ufed  as  tea, 
is  recommended  as  a  inild  corrabo- 
rmit,  in  nervous  comuJaints,  and  /« 
JoMe  female  dlfonlcrs  proceeding  from 
a  deficiency  of  the  7nenjirual  pur- 
gations. 

Med.  Virt.  Corroborant  aiid 
Amifpafmodic :  but  pofltfled  of  flight 

^'PAREIRA  BRAVA  [Z,.]  Cif 

fampelos  Parcira  Lin. 

This  la  the  root  of  an  American 
convolvulus,  brought  to  us  from 

'  Brazil,  in  pieces  of  difl'erent  fizes, 
fome  no  big-er  than  a  man's  finger, 
others  as  large  as  a  child's  arm. 
It  is  crooked,  and  varioufly  wrin- 
kled on  the  furface;  outwardly  of  a 

\lark  colour,  internally  of  a  dull 
yellowifli,  and  interwoven  with 
woody  fibres,  fo  that,  upon  a  tranf- 
vprfe  fediouj  a  number  of  couceu-. 


trie  circles  appear,  crofled  with 
fibres,  which  run  from  the  centre 
to  the  circumference.  It  has  no 
fmell ;  the  tafte  is  a  little  bitterifli, 
blended  with  a  i'wietnefs  like  that 
of  liquorice.  This  root  is  high.Iy 
extolled  by  the  Brazilians  a-^  d  Por- 
tuguefe,  in  a  threat  variety  of  ^^if- 
eafes,  particularly  agaiuft  fuppref- 
fion^  of  urine,  nephritic  p-  ins,  and 
the  calcclus.  In  the  two  firft, 
Geoffroy  fays  he  has  given  it  with 
good  fiiccpfs,  and  that  the  paiient 
wa:  aimoft  inftantly  relieved  by  it, 
a  copious  difcharge  of  urine  fuc- 
ceeding.  He  likev.'ife  obferved 
large  quantities  of  gravel,  and  even 
fmall  ItoneJ,  voided  after  its  ufc. 
Tnis  t^t&  he  attribiites  not  to  any 
lithontriptic  power,  but  to  its  dif 
folving  the  vifcid  mucus  by  which 
the  fabulous  matter  had  been  de- 
tained. He  likewife  relates,  that 
he  has  had  frev^uent  experience  of 
the  good  e[fe<?fs  of  this  root  in 
deterging  and  healing  ulcers  of 
the  kidneys  and  bladder,  where 
the  urine  came  av^ay  purulent  and 
mucous,  and  could  not  be  voided 
at  all  without  extreme  pain  ;  by 
the  ufe  of  the  pareira,  the  uiine 
foon  became  clear,  and  of  a  due 
confiflence,  and  was  evacuated 
freely;  and,  by  jo'ning  to  this  me- 
dicine balfani  of  copaiba,  the  ulcer 
perft£tlv  healed.  The  attenuating 
quality,  which  he  had  difcovered 
in  this  root,  induced  him  to  make 
trial  of  it  in  other  difeafes  pro- 
ceeding from  tenacious  juices;  and 
in  thefe  hkewife  it  fully  anfwered 
his  expedations.  In  humoral  aflh- 
mas,  where  the  lungs  are  ituffcd 
up,  and  the  patient  almofl^  fuffo- 
cated  by  tWck  phh  gm,  an  infufion 
of  pareira,  after  many  other  medi- 
cines had  proven  ineffeftual,  occa- 
fioned  a  plentiful  expefloratioii, 
and  foon  completed  a  cure.  In  the 
jaundice  proceeding  from  thick 
bile,  it  did  excellent  fer vice :  but 
in  another  iderical  cafe,  where  the 
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liver  was  fwcllcd  and  hard,  this 
medicine  did  no  good.  His  dofe 
of  the  root  in  fubftance  is  from 
twelve',  grains  to  half  a  dram  ;  in 
deco<?tion  two  or  three  drams  in  a 
pint,  for  three  dofes,  one  to  be  given 
every  half  hour,  and  afterwards  at 
longer  intervals.  He  cautions  a- 
gainft  too  large  dofes,  for  fear  of 
heating  or  inflaming  the  kidneys; 
but  it  IS  faid  by  others  that  one 
ounce  has  been  taken  without  pro- 
ducing any  fuch  effeft. 

The  prefent  mode  of  admini- 
frering  it  is  in  deco£lion,  of  four 
drams  boiled  in  three  pints  of  water 
till  reduced  to  one,  fweetened  with 
honey,  of  which  a  tea-cupful  is  to 
be  taken  every  three  or  four  hours ; 
or  from  rifteen  to  thirty  grains  of 
the  powder  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

INIed.  Virt.  Attenuaitt  —  D'mre- 
tit — Lithontriptic. 

■  PARIETARIiE/a//«;  Parieta- 
ria  officinalis  Lin.  S.  P.  Pellitory 
of  the  wail;  the  leaves  [L.  £.] 

This  is  a  fmall  plant  growing 
upon  old  walls ;  of  an  herbaceous, 
fubfaline  tafte,  without  any  fmell. 
It  is  one  of  the  five  emollient  herbs, 
and  in  this  intention  is  occafioiially 
made  ufe  of.  The  exprefled  juice 
has  been  given  in  the  dofe  of  three 
ounces  as  a  diuretic. 

Mathiolus  tells  us,  that  this, 
fweetened  with  fugar,  had  a  pow- 
erful elFe<£t  this  way  and  Barbei- 
RAc,  that  a  decoftion  of  this  plant 
and  uva  urfi  was  found  of  great 
ufe  in  clearing  the  urinary  pafl^ages 
of  vjfcid  mucus  and  fabulous  con- 
cretions; though  it  is  now  very 
rarely  ufed, 

Med.  Virt.  Emollient — Diu- 
retic. 

PA.STINACA  fativa  Lin. 
PAST  IN  AC  A  fyhrjlns;  Parf- 
neps. 

The  roots  of  the  garden  parfnep 
?re  ufed  as  food,  and  prove  ftiffi- 
ciently  nuiriticiis.    The  feede  of  hotly 
tiic  garden  and  wild  parfnep  are 


flightly  <tro^«^j//V ;  thofe  of  the  wild 
are  ftrongeft ;  however  they  are 
rarely  employed. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic — Emollient. 

PENTAPHYLLI  radix :  Poten- 
tilla  reptantis  Lin.  S.  P.  Cinque- 
foil ;  the  root  [L.] 

This  grows  plentifully  in  hedges, 
and  by  road- (ides.  The  root  is 
Moderately  ajlringent :  and  as  fuch  is 
fometimes  given  internally  again/} 
diarrhcete  and  other  fluxes  ;  and 
ployed  in  gargarifms  for  Jlrengthening 
the  gums.,  &c.  The  cortical  part  of 
the  root  may  be  taken,  in  fubftance, 
to  the  quantity  of  a  dram  :  the  in- 
ternal part  is  confiderably  weaker, 
and  requires  to  be  given  in  double 
the  -dofe  to  produce  the  fame  ef- 
feft. 

Med.  Virt.  A'iringent. 

PERSIC ARIM  VRENTIS  fo- 
lia :  Polygonum  hydropiper  Lin,  Bit- 
ing arfmart,  lakeweed,  or  water 
pepper ;  the  leaves. 

This  fort  is  readily  diftinguifli- 
able,  by  its  pungent,  biting,  pep- 
per-like tafte.  It!)  virtues  are  thofe 
of  an  acrid  ftimulating  medicine  : 
in  phlegmatic  habits,  it  promotes  the 
urinary  difcharge,  and  has  frequently 
done  good  fervice  in  fcorbutic  com- 
plaints. The  frefh  leaves  are  fome- 
times'applied  externally  for  cleanjing 
old fiflulous  vlcers,  and  confuming fun- 
gous flcjli :  for  thefe  purpofes  they 
are  faid  to  be  employed  by  the  far- 
riers, among  whom  they  have  been 
principally  made  ufe  of. 

Med.  Virt.  Diuretic — Deter- 
gent. 

PERSICjE  MALIflorcs :  Amyg- 
dalae Perflca  Lin.  The  peach-tree  ; 
its  flowers  and  kernels. 

Pcach-fiowers  have  an  agreeable 
fmell,  and  a  bitrerifti  tafte  :  diftill- 
ed,  without  any  addition,  by  the 
heat  of  a  water-bath,  they  yield 
onc-f:xth  their  weight,  or  more,  of 
a  whitifh  liquor,  which,  as  Mr. 
Bolduc  obferves,  communicates  to 
a  large  quantity  of  other  liquidi 
O4  y 
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a  flavour  like  that  of  the  kernels  of 
fruit.  An  infufion  in  water  of 
half  an  ounce  of  the  frefli  gather- 
ed flowers,  or  a  dram  of  them 
when  dried,  fweetened  with  fngar, 
proves  for  children  an  ujeful  laxa- 
tive and  anthelmintic .  The  leaves 
of  the  tree  are,  in  this  intention, 
fornewhat  more  eificacious,  thouj^h 
lef-i  agreeable.  The  fy:<u  has  the 
fame  quality  with  the  other  fweet 
fruits,  that  of  abating  heat^  quench- 
ing thiiJI,  and  gently  loofening  the 
belly. 

Med.  ViRT.  Laxative-^  Anthel- 
mintic— Refrigerant. 

PERUVIANUS  CORTEX  [L. 
E-  ]  Cinchona  officinalis  Lin.  —  It  is 
thus  called  from  the  Countefs  of 
Cinchom,   who  was  the  hrft  per- 
fon  of  diilinftion  recovered  from 
a   tertian  fever   by  this  remedy. 
Peruvian  bark:  the  bark  of  a  tall 
flender  tree,  growing  in  Peru.  It 
is  brought  to  us  in  pieces  of  diffe- 
rent fizes,  fometimes  rolled  up  into 
fliort  thick  quills,  and  fometimes 
flat.    The  outfide  is  brownifli,  and 
generally  covered  in  part  with  a 
whitifli  mofs;  the  inficle  is  of  a 
yellowifli,  reddifli,  or   rufty  iron 
colour.  It  has  a  llightly  aromatic 
fmell,  fomewha^t  mufty,  yet  not? 
difagreeable ;  a  bitterifii,  aftringent 
tafte,  which  dwells  long  upon  the 
tongue,  accompanied  with  a  de- 
gree of  aromatic  warmth.  The 
fmall,   thin,    flat   pieces,   are  by 
fomc  accounted  the  befl: ;  by  others, 
the  quill  fort,  with  the  roughed 
coat,  efpccially  if  of  a  bright  cin- 
namon colour  on  the  infide; though 
t!ie  large  flat  pieces,  whether  rough 
or  fmooth,  of  a  lighter  or  darker 
colour,  are  often  of  equal  goodnefs. 
The  be/l  bark  is  that  ivhieb  u  Jlrongeji 
in  fmell  and  tafte  ;  this  likewife  proves 
f,  iable  between  the  teeth,  and  docs  not 
f (par ate  into  fibres;   it  breaks^  not 
JJiiveyy,  but  clofe  and  fmooth. 

The  virtues  of  this  bark,  as  a 
febrifuse,  were  difcovered  by  the 


Indians  about  the  year  1500.  Eu- 
rope elid  not  become  acquainted 
with  it  till  1649  :  nor  was  it  re- 
ceived into  general  practice  till  fe- 
veral  years  after  this  ;  fome  ill  con- 
fequences,  enfuing  from  its  impru- 
dent ufe,  having  brought  it  for  a 
time  into  difrcpute.    At  prefent, 
it  is  looked  upon  as  the  moft  effec- 
tual remedy  in  intermittent  fevers  of 
almo/t.  every  kind,  and  fafe  in  alt 
ages  and  conftitutions ;  provided 
it  be  judicioufly  and  feafonably  ad- 
miniftered,  and  due  regard  be  had 
to  the  circum (lances  of  the  difeafe. 
The  modern  praftice,  previous  to 
the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  ufnally 
gives  an  emetic  at  the  beginning  of 
a  paroxyfm.    In  fome  cafes  a  ca- 
thartic,  and    in  plethoric  habits 
venasfedlion,  are  premifed.  Thefe 
render  the  bark  not  only  more  fafe, 
but   likcwife   more   certain  and 
fpeedy  in  its  operation.  Where 
tliefe  evacuations  are  nej-,te£ted,  or 
not  futticiently  plentiful,  the  dif- 
eafe, if  of  long  flandiiig,  fcarce 
yields  to  the  cortex ;  or  if  it  appear 
at  length  fubdued,  yet  the  patient 
does  not  recover  his  ftrength,  and 
foon  futfers  a  relapfe.     The  ufe  of 
the  bark  is  begun  at  the  end  of  a 
paroxyfm,   and  repeated,   in  the 
quantity  of  half  a  dram  (more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  circumftances 
of  the  patient),  every  third  or  fourth 
hour  durmg  the  intermiflion.  — — 
Some  pra(5\itioners  prefer  giving  it 
juft  bcfor?  the  fit,  fome  during  the 
fit,  others  after  the  fit.  Dr.  Cul- 
LEN  fays  :  "  i  am  fatisfied,  giving  a 
hirge  dofe  immedia,tely  btfore  the 
time  of  acceflion  is  the  moft  pro- 
per praftice  ;  but  as  that  dofe  muft 
not  be  under  two  drams  of  the  pale 
bark,  fo  there  are  fouiC  flomachs 
that  will  not  even  bear  that  quan- 
tity, or  a  larger  that  might  be  ne- 
ceilary.    It  is  commonly,  there- 
fore, convenient  to  give  fmall  dofes, 
but  to  give  them  every  hour,  for 
fome  hours  near  to  the  time  of  acr 
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"  ceffion.'*  Some   order   it  in  the 
'  quantity  of  an  ounce  between  the 
fits,  a.icl  this  irode  of  procedure  is 
conlidered  by  Dr.  Duncan  aV,  ujiort 
the  whole,  preferabli.,  from  being 
bolt  fiiited  to  moll  llomaclis.  It 
may  indeed  be  given  from  the  very 
commenceirent    of    the  difeafe 
n  ithout  any  previous  evacuation  ; 
i  it  is  to  be  continued  not  only 
the  paroxyfms  ceafe,  but  till  the 
i:atural  appetite,  ftrength,  and  com- 
xion  returns  ;  but  it  commonly 
uvcrs  better  after  emptying  the 
:nentary  canal,  particularly  the 
"Tiach. 

In  remittent  fevers,  efpecially 
ling  the  time  of  remilfion,  the 
LMrk  may  alfo  be  employed  with 
great  fiiccefs.    In  typhus,  of  the- 
nervous  or  putrid  kind,  the  bark 
is  very  generally  ufed,  as  well  lull- 
ed to  counteract:  the  debility,  or 
putrefcency,  which  marks  the  pro. 
eels  of  the  diforder.    In  thele  epi- 
mic- fevers,  there  is  one  Hate 
vever  not  unfrequently  prefent 
ircin  the  bark  may  be  hurtful, 
It  is  when  there  are  fym'ptoms  of 
:ige!iion,  or  topical  inflam.matioii 
the  head,  nianifefted  by  head-nch, 
ri  Jnefs  of  the  eyes,  and  phreniiic 
uclirium.  And  whenever  delirium 
is  accompanied    with  much  fub- 
.  fultus  tendinum,  or  frequerft  con- 
vulfive  twitchings  of  the  limbs, 
Dr.  CuLLEN  thinks  opium  in  large 
dofes  is  the  only  remedy  upon 
which  we  can  depend.    Wheie  the 
-cr  is  of  the  bilicus  kind,  and  ac- 
companied ivillt  great  heat,  a  little 
nitre  is  joined.    In  all  cafes,  mode- 
"e  exercil'e  generally  promotes  its 
'ect,    M  firft,  it  ufually  loofens 
e  belly,  and  fometimes  operates 
if  a  cathartic  had  been  taken  ; 
an.'l  by  thele  means  fuppl'.es  the 
on  of  evacuation  before  its 
-. x...^ition.     If  the  purging  con- 
tinue, the  medicine  does  not  an- 
swer the  purpofes  intended  by  it. 
I'T  fjich  caffj,  a  little  opium  is 


added,  which  efFeflually  fiipprclTes 
the  flux.  If  after  this  the  patient  con- 
tinues too  coftive,  recourfe  is  had 
to  giytters.  The  loofcnefs,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  be  ftopt  too 
foon  :  on  the  contrary,  where  the 
bark  does  itfelf  j.roduce  this  effeft, 
it  is  necelTary,  as  Dr.  Mead  informs 
us,  to  join  to  it  a  lit'le  rhubarb,  fo 
as  to  occafion  for  a  time  two  ftools 
a  dav ;  by  thefe  means  the  difeafe 
is  more  etfeftiiallv  cured,  and  lefs 
fabject  to  be  followed  by  a  dropfy, 
or  ill  habit  of  body.  After  a  dram 
or  two  of  rhubarb  have  been  taken, 
it  is  to  be  difcontinued,  and  the 
bark  exhibited  by  itfelf.  After  the 
fever  has  been  removed,  the  medi- 
cine is  continued  foe-  fome  time 
longer,  to  prevent  a  relapfe  ;  and 
evacuations,  unlefs  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  abftained  from.  The  dif- 
"eafe  is  neverthelefs  feldom  com- 
pletely cured  before  fome  verycon- 
fiderable  evacuation,  either  by  ftool, 
urine,  or  perfpiration,  enfues  :  if 
this  do  not  fucceed  fpontaneoufly, 
cathartics,  diuretics,  or  diaphore- 
tics, are  given  in  conjiinftion  with 
the  bark,  otherwife  the  patient 
continues  weak,  and  without  ap- 
petite, till  either  the  difeafe  returns, 
or  changes  into  one  of  a  dilterent 
kind. 

In  fymptoniatic  a^r/es,  hetiic  and 
purulent  fevers,  cacochymic  habits^ 
and  where  the hypochondres zxt fuelled 
and  dijlcndrd,  this  medicine  is  impro- 
per, and  for  the  moft  part  preiudi- 
cial.  Its  manifeft  afrringency  for- 
bids its  ufe  in  obftruftions  df  the 
abdominal  vifcera,  or  fiipprefEon's 
of  any  critical  evacuation  ;  until 
the  obftruftion  be  firft  removed,  or 
"the  evacuation  have  had  its  due 
courfe. 

In  acute,  inflammatory,  or  malig. 
nant fevers,  the  bark  does  not  feem 
to  have  any  good  effedl.  Never- 
thelefs, in  the  decline  of  long  ner- 
vous fevfrs,  or,  after  a  remilfion, 
when  from  bad  habit,  old  age,  fa- 
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tigue,  or  the  like,  the  patient  is  ex- 
tremely weak,  and  the  pulfe  low, 
the  cortex  proves  a  medicine  of  ex- 
cellent fervice ;  provided  there  be 
no  extravafation,  that  the  vefTels 
remain  entire,  and  pus  be  not  al- 
ready formed. 

Peruvian  bark  has  likewife  been 
found  eminently  ftrviceable  in  gan- 
grenes and  ?nortiJicatit>ns,  proceed- 
ing either  from  an  internal  or  ex- 
ternal caufe.  In  all  the  cafes  of 
this  kind,  where  it  proved  fiiccefs- 
ful,  it  occafloned  a  kind  of  fuppu- 
ration,  which  degenerated  when  the 
ufe  of  the  medicine  was  difcon- 
tiniied,  and  again  turned  kindly 
•upon  refuming  it.  Some  have  been 
hen^e  induced  to  try  thi cortex  in  va- 
riolous cafis^  where  either  the  pnf- 
tules  did  not  rightly  fuppurate,  or 
the  pe'techiae  fliowed  adifpofition  to 
a  gangrene ;  and  here  likewife  it 
anfwered  the  expeftation  :  the 
empty  veficles  filled  with  matter, 
watery  fanies  changed  into  thick 
white  pus,  the  pelechiae  became 
gradually  of  a  pale  colour,  and  at 
length  difappeared,  and  the  pox 
began  to  turn  fooner  than  was  ex- 
pected. See  the  EdinhurgJi  Medical 
Efays. 

Though  this  medicine  is  recom- 
mended in  the  confluent  fmall-pox, 
to  promote  the  riiing  of  the  puf- 
tules ;  yet  there  are  fome  practi- 
tioners extremely  converfant  with 
this  difeafe,  who  rcjeft  the  opinion. 
Bet  after  the  maturation  of  the^puf- 
tules,  is  completed,  or  where  fym- 
ptomsof  putrefcency,  oraditFolved 
itate  of  the  blood  fupervcnes,  the 
bark  cannot  be  tba  hberally  em- 
ployed. 

Befides  the  difeafes  above  enu- 
merated, bark  is  recommended  in 
the  following  :  ulcerated  fare  throat, 

fcarlatina  maligna,  dyjentcry,  all  hce- 
morrhages    of  the  paj^-ve  kind,  ery- 

^pdas  ;  fome  cafes  of  dropfy,  wlien 
i!jnattended  with  any  particular  lo- 
cal  afFeiSlipn  ;  fcrothula,  ill-condi- 


tioned ulcers,  rickets,  fcurvy,  certain 
flages  of  the  phthifis  pulmonalis,  and, 
in  fine,  in  all  cafes  where  the  con- 
llitution  is  in  a  debilitated  ftate, 
and  requires  to  be  invigorated  by 
giving  tone  and  vigour  to  the  fy- 
ftem ;  and  perhaps  it  is  thcfe  to 
which  bark  owes  its  power  and 
efficacv. 

The  bark  has  been  applied  like- 
luife,  znd  not  vjiihout  Juccefs,  to  the 
cure  of  periodic  head-achsy  kyflenc^ 
and  hypochondriac  fits,  and  other  dit 
orders,  which  have  regular  inter- 
miffions.    By  its  aftringency  and 
aromatic  quality,  it  firengthens  tlu 
•whole  tietvous  fyflem,  and  proves  ufe- 
ful  in  toeaknefs  of  the  flomach,  and 
fundry  chronical  diforders  proceeding 
from  too  great  laxity  of  the  fibres.  In 
objlinate  uterine  fluxes,  and  old  gleet s^ 
bark  joined  with  chalybeates  has 
good  efl'eifts. 

The  bark  has  been  of  late  much 
employed  in  acute  rheumatifm, 
particularly  after  the  violence  of 
the  difeafe  has  been  in  fome  mea- 
fure  moderated  by  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  treatment,  or  when  evident 
remiffions  take  place.  But  it  has 
been  fuccefsful  in  fome,  when  given 
even  while  the  inflammatory  fym- 
ptoms  ])revailed  to  a  very  cor.fider- 
able  degree,  according  to  the  tefii- 
mony  of  fon.e  of  the  attendants  on 
the  London  hofpital. 

The  virtues  of  Peruvian  bark 
refide  chiefly  in  a  refinous  fub- 
ftance,  and  hence  arc  extr.icled  in 
perfection  by  rectified  fpirit.  By 
ftrong  coClion  in  water,  the  refin  is 
melted  out,  and  mingled  with  ihe 
water  ;  which,  whilR  hot,  appears 
tranfparent,  but  in  cooling  grows 
turbid,  and  depofirs  great  pr.it  of 
the  refin  to  the  bottom,  \^■^ter 
elevates  in  difiillation  the  aromatic 
part  of  the  bark  ;  pure  fpirit  bring* 
over  nothing.  Hence  an  aqueous 
extract  proves  nofonly  lefs  in>quan- 
tity,  but  likewife  inferior  in  quality 
to  one  made  with  rectified  fpirit. 
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Proof  fpirit  extratJls  the  virtues  of 
this  drug  in  tolerable  perfection,  in 
the  colli ;  heat  enables  it  to  take  up 
more  than  it  can  retain  when  cold. 
Spirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  prepared 
with  fixt  alkaline  falts,  gains  very 
little  from  the  ,ortex,  either  with  or 
without  heat  ;  the  fpirit  prepared 
with  quicklime,  and  the  dulcified 
fpirit,  in  a  few  hours  becomes 
ftronglv  impregnated  with  its  fmell 
and  tafte. 

The  fiibftances  ufually  joined 
with  bark  in  prefcription  feem  cal- 
culated either  to  promote  its  effi- 
cacy, or  merely  for  reducing  it  in- 
to the  intended  form  ;  without 
much  I'egard  to  its  agreea'jienefs, 
and  tiie  conveniency  of  taking  it. 
This  is  neverthelefs  a  point  of  great 
confequence,  as  its  tafte,  and  the 
quantity  which  is  neceflary,  make 
the  patient  too  frequently  loath  it, 
before  enough  has  been  taken  to 
produce  the  defired  efFe<fl.  If  de- 
figneii  to  be  given  in  the  folid  form 
of  a  bolus,  electuary,  &rc.  //  Jliould 
l(  made  up,  not,  as  is  cuftomary, 
with  fyrups,  but  luith  mucilages  : 
with  the  former,  it  flicks  about  the 
mouth  and  fauces,  whence  its  tafte 
remains  for  a  confiderable  time  ; 
v.ith  the  latter,  it  pafles  freely, 
fcarce  leaving  any  tafte  in  the 
mouth.  Aromatics  do  not  prevent 
the  tafte  of  the  bark  from  difcover- 
ing  iifelf ;  extra  El  of  liquorice  very 
ejjeciually  conceals  it.  The  extra£t 
of  logv.  ood  alfo,  joined  to  that  of 
bark,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  mu- 
cilage, form  a  very  elegant  and 
agreeable  comp^fition. 

Med.  Virt.  Tonic. 

Prep,  Pois^der — ExtraS — Tinc- 
tures— Dtcoilion. 

But  the  beft  form  in  which  it  can 
be  given  is  the  powder  j  for  here 
the  conftituent  parts  are  in  the  moft 
e.Tectua!  proportion. 

PERUVIAN  US  CORTEX 
AU2ER:  Red  Peruvian  Bark, 

Th?  red  bark,  as  it  is  called,  is 


in  much  larger  and  thicker  pieces 
than  the  common.  Moft  of  the 
pieces  are  concave,  though  not 
rolled  together  like  the  quilled 
bark.  They  break  fliort,  like  the 
beft  common  bark,  and  appear 
evidently  compofed  of  three  layers. 
The  outer  is  thin,  rugged,  fre- 
quently covered  with  a  mofty  fub- 
flance,  and  of  a  reddifli  brown  co- 
lour. The  middle  is  thicker,  more 
compafl,  and  of  a  darker  colour  : 
it  is  very  brittle  and  refinous.  The 
innermoft  layer  is  more  woody  and 
fibrous,  and  of  a  brighter  red.  In 
powdering  this  bark,  the  middle 
layer,  which  feems  to  contain  the 
greateft  proportion  of  refinous  mat- 
ter, does  not  break  fo  readily  as  the 
refi  :  a  circumftance  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  left  the  moft  aftive  part  fliould 
be  left  out  of  the  fine  powder. 

This  red  bark  to  the  tafte  difco- 
vers  all  the  peculiar  flavour  of  the 
Peruvian  bark,  but  much  ftronger 
than  the  common  officinal  fort. 

With  refpeft  to  medical  proper- 
ties, from  numerous  and  repeated 
trials  it  appears,  that  the  red  bark 
pffjfejfes  the  fame  virtues  with  the  com- 
mo7i,  hut  in  a  much  higher  degree. 
A  fingle  half  ounce  of  this  has  ra- 
dically cured  an  obftinatp  intermit- 
tent, where  many  ounces  of  the 
other  ftind  had  either  had  no  effe'ft, 
or  merely  a  temporary  one. 

There  have  been  lately  difcovered 
in  the  province  of  Santa-Fe,  four 
degrees  and  a  half  north  of  the 
equator,  two  kinds  of  the  cin- 
chona, one  of  which  appears  to  be 
the  fame  with  the  red  bark  of  Peru  ; 
the  other,  one  of  the  white  fpecies. 
This  is  a  fort'inate  difcovcry,  as  it 
points  out  a  new  ftore  of  this  moft 
valuable  medicine,  when  the  ancienS 
ones  fliall  be  exhaufted. 

PERUVIANUS  CORTEX 
FLAVUS  :  Yellow  bark. 

This  bark,  lately  introduced  in- 
to practice,  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  fpe- 
cies of  cinchona,  growing  in  the 
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interior  parts  of  America,  in  a 
mountainons  country,  the  fame  as 
that  defcribed  by  Murray  un- 
der the  title  of  Cortex  China  — 
vel  Chinchince  regius  —  feu  Cortex 
China  Jlavus,  of  which  he  gives 
the  following  defcription.  "  The 
bark  confifts  of  fintrifli  pieces  about 
the  length  of  the  finger,  the  breadth 
of  the  thumb,  and  a  line  in  thick- 
nefs.  Its  colonr  is  yellowifli,  in- 
clining to  that  of  the  ruft  of  iron. 
It  partakes  more  of  the  ferruginous 
colour  on  its  external  than  on  its 
internal  furface,  owing  to  the  clofe 
adhefi^kn  of  the  epidermis  to  the 
bark.  Both  in  its  frafture  and  on 
its  furface,  it  appears  fibrillous, 
breakins:  fo  eafilv  between  the  fin- 
gers  that  it  may  be  rubbed  into 
a  yellow  powcler.  In  tafte  it  is  in- 
tenfely  bitter,  with  a  flight  degree 
of  affringency." 

This,  like  the  Peruvian  bark, 
gives  out  its  virtues  to  v.'ater  by  in- 
tufion  or  decoftion  ;  to  propf  or 
reJtified  fpirit;  and  extracEls  may  be 
made  of  it  by  the  fame  modes.  Its 
virtues  are  the  fame,  but  in  a 
flronsier  degree  than  either  the  com- 
mon  or  the  red  bark,  and  therefore 
eqnally  efficacious  in  much  fmaller 
dofes  It  is  applicable  to  the  fame 
cafes  as  the  others.  Its  dofe  is  from 
Sfs  to  3ij  of  the  powder;  and  of 
the  extract  half  the  quantity  will 
be  fufficient. 

.  PETROLEUM  :  Bitimen  petro- 
leum Lin.  S.  N.  Rock-oil  [£.] 

This  is  a  general  name  for  fundry 
liquid  bitumens,  or  mineral,  oils, 
which  fpontaneouily  exude  from 
the  earth,  or  from  clefts  of  rocks. 
Thefe  oils  arc  found  in  almoft  all 
countries,  but  in  greateft  quantities 
in  the  warmer  ones.  Some  are  met 
■with  in  different  parts  of  England  ; 
and  many  of  our  common  bitumi- 
nous minerals,  as  pit-coal,  &c.  af- 
ford, on  diflillation,  oils  not  greatly 
different. 


The  fineft  fort  of  this  commodi- 
ty comes  from  the  dutchy  of  Mo- 
dena  in  Italy,  where  three  different 
kinds  are  found  ;  the  bejl  is  almofl: 
as  clear,  fluid,  and  tranfparent  as 
water,  of  a  highly  penetrating,  yet 
not  difagreeable  fmell,  fomcwhat 
like  that  of  rectified  oil  of  amber: 
the  fecond  fort  is  of  a  clear  yellow 
colour,  not  fo  fluid  as  the  former, 
lefs  penetrating,  and  partaking 
more  of  the  oil  of  amber  fmell  : 
the  third,  or  worjl,  is  of  a  blackiflx 
red  colour,  of  a  thicker  confifl- 
ence,  and  more  difagreeable  than 
the  two  foregoing.  The  firfl  of 
thefe  is  very  rardy  met  with  in. the 
fliops  ;  the  fecond,  mixed  u  ith  a 
little  of  the  third,  and  fome  fub- 
tile  oils,  is  nfually  fent  us  inftead  of 
it.  Petroleum  readily  catches  fire, 
and,  if  pure,  burns  entirely  a  w^;: 
dift illed,  it  becomes  fomcwhat  more 
pellucid  than  before  (a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  yellovvifh  matter  remaining") 
and  lofes  much  of  its  natural  fn-iell. 
It  -unites  with  the  elfential  oils  of 
vegetables,  not  at  all  with  vinous 
fpirits.  The  finer  forts  are  fo  light 
as  to  fwim  upon  the  rr;oft  highly 
re(51i/ied  fpirit  of  wine. 

Petroleum  is  at  prcfent  very  rare- 
ly employed  a«  a  medicine,  though, 
if  the  finer  kinds  could  be  procured 
genuine,  'they  fliould  fcem  to  de- 
ferve  fome  notice  :  ihey  are  more 
agreeable  than  the  oil  of  amber, 
and  milder  than  that  of  turpentine  ; 
of  the  virtues  of  both  of  which 
they  participate.  They  are  princi- 
pally .recommended  by  authors  for 
external  purpofes,  agajnji pains  and 
aches  in  paralytic  complaints,  and  for 
prevemirig  chilhhiins.  For  thefe  in- 
tentions, fome  of  the  more  com- 
mon mineral  oils  have  been  made, 
ufe  of  with  good  fuccefs ;  an  oil 
extradVed  from  a  kind  of  ftone-coal 
has  been  cried  up  auiong  the  com- 
mon people,  under  the  name  of 
Britifli  oil,  for  rheumatic  pains,  &:c. 
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even  this  is  often  counterfeited  by 
a  fmall  portion  of  oil  of  amber  add- 
ed  to  the  common  exprefll-d  o\\. 

Med.  ViRT.  Ancilyne  —  Cotro- 
iorant. 

PETROLEUM  BARBJDEN- 
SE.    Barliadoes  tar. 

This  is  thicker  than  the  foregoing 
petrolea,  and  nearly  of  the  confift- 
ence  of  comnioa  tar.  It  is  of  a 
reddifli  black  colour,  a  difagreeable 
fmell,  lefs  pungent  than  the  other 
forts.  This  bitumen  is  found  in 
feveral  of  our  American  ifiands, 
where  it  is  efteemed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  great  fervice  as  a  fuJorific, 
and  i:i  diforaers  of  the  breajl  and 
lungs;  though,  in  cafes  of  this  kind 
attended  with  inflammation,  it  is 
certainly  improper.  They  likewife 
apply  it  externally  as  a  difciit'uut, 
and_/cr  fy eventing  paralytic  dif orders. 
Among  us  it  is  rarely  ufed,  and  not 
often  to  be  met  with  genuine. 

Med.  VlRT.  Difcutient — Stido- 
r-'fic. 

"  peTroselini  vulgaris 

/(men,  radix  :  Apii  peirojellni  Lin. 
S.  P.  Common  parfley ;  the  roots 
and  feeds  [L.  £.] 

This  plant  is  commonly  culti- 
vated for  culinary  purpofes.  The 
feeds  have  an  aromatic  flavour,  and 
are  occafionally  made  ufe  of  as  car- 
minatives, &c.  The  root  of  par- 
fley is  one  of  the  five  aperient  roots, 
and  in  this  intention  is  fometimes 
made  an  ingredient  in  apozems  and 
diet-drinks :  if  liberally  ufed,  it  is 
apt  to  occafion  flatulencies,  and 
thus,  by  diftending  the  vifcera, 
produces  a  contrary  efFcft  to  that 
intended  by  it ;  the  tafte  of  this 
root  is  fomewhat  fweetifli,  with  a 
flight  degree  of  warmth  and  aro- 
matic flavour.  They  are  fald  to 
be  aperient  and  diuretic;  and  have 
been  employed  to  relieve  nephritic 
pains,  and  obflructions  of  urine. 
The  bruifed  leaves  have  been  ufed 
as  fuccefafully  as  a  difcutient  poul- 
tice in   many  forts  of  tumours. 


It  is  remarkable  that  fafls  have 
been  adduced,  to  prove,  tliat  par- 
fley, though  fo  frequently  eaten, 
has  in  fome  conlHtutions  produced 
epilepfy,  or  at  lead  aggravates  epi- 
leptic fits  in  thofe  who  are  fubjeft 
to  them.  It  has  been  fuppofed 
alfo  to  produce  inflammation  in 
the  eyes.  '  • 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient — Aroma- 
tic —  Dijciitient. 

PEUCEDANI  radix  .-  Peuccdani 
offxinalis  Lin.  Hog's-fennel,  or  ful- 
phur-wort;  the  root. 

This  plant  grows  wild  by  the  fea 
fliores,  and  in  moift  fliady  places. 
The  roots  have  a  ftrong  difagree- 
able fmell,  fomewhat  refembling 
that  of  fulphureous  folutions  ;  and 
an  uniluous,  fubacrid,  bittenfli 
tafte.  They  are  looked  upon  as 
Jlirmdating  and  attetiuating,  and  fup- 
pofed to  promote  expe  11  oration  and 
urine:  the  exprefl!ed  juice  was  em- 
ployed by  the  ancients,  as  an  er- 
rhine  in  lethargic  diforders.  Tlie 
prefent  practice  pays  no  regard  to 
them  in  anv  intention. 

PIMPINELLiE  SAXIFRAGiE 
radix.  Burnet  faxifrage ;  the  root  [£.] 

Three  forts  of  this  plant  are 
taken  notice  of  by  medical  writers : 

I.  Pimpinella  faxifraga  ?naJor, 
umbclla  Candida  C.  B.-  This  is  the 
fpecies  celebrated  by  the  German 
writers  under  the  name  o'i pimpinel- 
la alba  :  it  is  not  very  common  jn 
this  country,  and  therefore  our  mar- 
kets have  been  generally  fupplied 
with  the  following. 

a.  Pimpinella  faxifraga  fni7ior  fo- 
liis  fangniforbcs  Raii.  Tragofelinum 
alter  lint  majus  Town.  This  is  not 
unfr'equently  met  with  in  dry  paf- 
turegtounds. 

3.  Pimbinclla  faxifraga  7nincr 
C.  B.  foiiis  diffenis  Hifl.  Oxon, 
This  fort  is  the  mofl:  common  in 
the  fields  about  London  :  it  grows 
taller  than  the  others,  but  the  leaves 
are  lefs. 

All  thefe  plants  feem  to  be  pof- 
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fefled  of  the  fame  qualities,  and  to 
differ  only  in  external  appearance; 
and  even  in  this  their  difference  is 
fo  inconfiderable,  that  Linnasvis 
has  joined  them  into  one,  under 
the  general  name  of  phnp'mclla. 

The  roots  of  pimpinella  have  a 
grateful,  warm,  very  pungent  taftc, 
which  is  entirely  extradled  by  rec- 
tified  fpirit  ;  in  diflillarlon,  the 
menflnuim  arifcs,  leaving  all  that 
it  had  taken  up  from  the  root, 
united  into  a  pungent  aromatic  re- 
fin.  This  root  promifes,  from  its 
fenfible  qualities,  to  be  a  medicine 
of  confiderable  utility  ;  though  lit- 
tle regarded  in  common  pra£i:ice. 
SStahl,  Hoffmann,  and  other  German 
phyficians,  are  extremely  fond  of 
it,  and  recommend  it  as  an  excel- 
lent Jiotnachic^  refolvent,  de.'ergent^ 
diuretic,  diaphoretic,  and  ahxiphar- 
viac.  They  frequently  gave  it,  and 
not  without  fuccefs,  in  fcorbutic 
and  cutaneous  difordcrs,  fouhiefs  of 
the  blood  and  juices,  tumours  and  ob- 
Jlri'^lions  of  the  glands,  and  difeafes 
proceed-'ii'  from  a  deficiency  of  the 
fluid  fccretions  in  general.  Boer- 
haave  directs  the  ufe  of  this  medi- 
cine in  afihr.attc  and  hydropic  cafes, 
where  the  ftrongeft  refolvents  are 
indicated  :  the  form  he  prefers  is  a 
waterv  infufion  ;  but  the  fpirituous 
tinfture  pofleffes  the  virtues  of  the 
root  in  much  greater  perfeftion. 

By  feveral  writers  it  is  recom- 
mended as  a  ftomaehic,  and  in 
all  cafes  where  pituitous  humours 
are  thought  to  prevail,  not  only  in 
aflhmas  and  dropfies,  but  alfo  in 
catarrhal  coughs,  hoarfcnefs,  and  the 
angina  frofa.  Hoffman  confiders 
it  as  an  excellent  emmenagoguCf  In 
the  way  of  gargle  it  has  been  em- 
ploved'for  dilTolving  vifcid  mucus, 
and  to  ftimulate  the  tongue  when 
that  organ  becomes  paralytic.  In 
fubftance,  a  fcrupte  may  be  given 
for  a  dofe;  in  infufion,  to  two 
drams. 


Med.  Virt.  Diaphoretic  Diu' 
retic  —  Antifcorbuiic . 

PIPER  LONGUM  Lin  S.  P. 
XL.  E.]  Long  peppcL  This  is 
the  fruit  of  a  plant  growing  alfo 
in  the  Eaft-Indies.  It  is  of  a 
cylindrical  figure,  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  in  length  ;  the  external 
furface  appears  compofed  of  nume- 
rous- minute  grains  difpofed  round 
the  fruit  in  a  kind  of  fpiral  direc- 
tion. 

All  the  peppers  have  a  pungent 
fmell,  and  a  very  hot  biting  tafte. 
The  long  fort,  which  is  the  hotteft 
and  ftrongeft,  is  mofl  frequently 
made  ufe  of  for  medicinal  pur- 
pofes ;  the  black,  as  being  more 
grateful,  for  culinary  ones;  the 
white,  which  is  the  weakeft  of  the 
three,  is  rarely  employed  for  either. 
The  warmth  and  pungency  of  thefe 
fpices  refides  chiefly  in  their  re- 
finous  part ;  their  aromatic  odour 
in  an  effential  oil.  The  genuine 
diftilled  oil  fmells  ftrong  of  the 
pepper,  but  has  very  little  acri- 
mony ;  the  remaining  decoction, 
infpiffated,  yields  an  extraft;  cou- 
fiderably  pungent.  A  tinfture 
made  in  reftified  fpirit  is  extremely 
hot  and  fiery  ;  a  few  drops  of  it  fet 
the  mouth  as  it  were  in  a  flame. 

PIPER  NIGRUM  Lin.  S.  P. 
[L.  E].  Black  pepper. 

This  fpecies  of  pepper  grows 
fpontaneoufly  in  the  Eaft-Indies, 
but  does  not  arrive  at  perfeftion 
u'ithout  the  aid  of  culture.  It  is  cul- 
tivated with  fuch  fuccefs  in  Malac- 
ca, Java,  and  efpecially  at  Sumatra, 
that  from  thefe  iflands  pepper  is 
exported  to  every  part  of  the  world 
where  a  regular  commerce  has  been 
eftablifhed.  The  black  pepper  is 
gathered  probably  before  it  is  fully 
ripe,  and  exficcated  in  thefun.  The 
White  Pepper  is  the  ripe  and 
perfeft  berries  ftripped  of  their 
outward  coats.  For  this-  purpofe 
tiie  berries  are  fteeped  for  about 
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a  rortnight  in  water,  till  by  fwelllng 
their  outward  coverings  biirll,  af- 
ter which  they  are  eafily  iVparated, 
and  the  pepper  is  carefully  dried  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  formtfr. 
Pepper  which  has  fallen  to  the 
ground  over-ripe,  lofes  its  outer 
coar,  and  is  fold  as  an  inferior 
white  pepper. 

Black  pepper  is  generally  ufed 
as  an  aromatic,  and  flimulant,  is 
warming  to  the  flomach,  and  heats 
the  whole  fyftem,  though  it  has 
'  en  fuppofed  to  produce  that  ef- 
.  .^  in  a  lefs  degree  than  anv  of  the 
o:hcr  aromatics.  It  has  been  fuc- 
tefsfully  employed  in  fome  cafes  of 
vertigo,  and  in  paralytic  and  ar- 
thritic diforders.  Given  in  large 
dofes,  it  has  been  found  a  remedy 
for  intermittents ;  but  its  ufe  in 
thefe  has,  in  fome  inftances,  intro- 
duced fatal  confequences. 

Med.  Virt.  HigJdy  aromatic  and 

■nulant. 

PIPER  TAMAICENSE  :  Myr- 
■  .s  Pimenta  Lin.  S.  P.  [L.  £.]  Pi- 
inento,  or  Jamaica  pepper. 

This  is  the  produce  of  our  o.wn 
•plantations.  It  is  .the  fruit  of  a 
'large  tree  growing  fpontaneoufly 
in  the  mountainous  parts  of  Ja- 
maica, called  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 
myrt'.'.s  cybnrea^  arotnatica^  foliis  lau- 
rinis.  The  fmell  of  this  fpice  re- 
fembles  a  mixture  of  cinnamon, 
cloves,  and  nutmegs  :  its  taiie  ap- 
proaches to  that  of  cloves,  or  a 
■'ixt'jre  of  the  three  foregoing  ; 

herce  it  has  received  the  name  of 
fiii-fpice.  The  (hops  have  been  for 
fome  time  accuftomed  to  employ 
this  aromatic  as  a  fuccedaneum  to 
the  more  coftly  fpices,  and  from 
,them  it  has  been  introduced  into 
our  hofpitals.  It  )'ields  a  large 
qijanti  y  of  a  pleafant  eflential  oil, 
which  (inks  in  water.  To  rectified 
fpirit  it  imparts  by  maceration  and 
di^eft'on  the  whole  of  its  virtue, 
bu:        cr  nothing  by  difliilation. 


Pimento  can  fcarcely  be  confidered 
as  a  medicine :  it  is  however  an  a- 
greeable  aromatic,  not  unfrequenlly 
employed  with  feveral  drugs  re- 
quiring fuch  a  grateful  adjunft, 

Med.  Vikt.  Aromauc. 

Pulp.  Dijlilled  Water  —  Spirit 
—  Effential  Oil. 

PIPER  INDICUM  [Z.  £.] 
Capjicum  nunuum  Lin.  S.  P.  Guinea 
pepper,  or  capficum  ;  the  fruit. 

This  is  an  annual  plant  culti- 
vated in  our  gardens ;  it  ripens  its 
red  pods  in  September  or  OiSlober. 
The  tafte  of  capficum  is  extremely 
pungent  and  acrimonious,  fetting 
the  mouth  as  it  were  on  fire.  It 
has  been  chiefly  employed  for  culi- 
nary purpofes,  but  lately  adopted 
as  a  medicine;  and  in  the  climates 
of  which  it  is  a  native,  we  are  told 
that  a  free  ufe  of  it  is  a  falutary 
pradiice,  being  found  to  Jlroigthen 
the Jlomach,  ajjifi  digrjlion,  and  cor- 
rect the  putrefcciit  coWquation  of  the 
humors,  lo  common  in  hot  climates. 
As  an  aromatic  of  the  moft  acrid 
and  ftimulant  kind,  it  certainly 
may  be  found  efficacious  in  fome 
paralytic  and  gouty  cafes,  or  to 
promote  excitement,  where  the  bo- 
dily organs  are  languid  and  torpid. 

Dr.  Mackitrick diredts  it  to  be 
given  to  the  extent  of  fix  or  eight 
grains,  under  the  form  of  pilh,  or 
of  tinfture,  made  by  infufing  half 
an  ounce  in  a  pound  of  retSlIfied 
fpirit,  and  giving  rhis  from  one  to 
three  drams,  diluted,  for  a  dofe.  It 
has  been  fuccefsfully  exhibited  in 
cynanchc  mallgva,  and  in  what  the 
doftor  calls  cachexia  nfricana,  which 
he  confiders  as  the  moft  frequent 
and  fatal  predifpofitions  to  difeafe 
among  Negroes. 

In  inveterate  intermittent^,  Bejl- 
Gius  gave  the  feeds  of  capficum 
with  great  fuccefs  in  the  followin* 
manner: — To  fix  grains  of  Indian 
pepper  he  added  two  fcrupks  of 
bayberries,  which  he  divided  into 
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three  parts,  one  of  which  was  taken 
ill  the  beginning  of  the  firft  fl)iver- 
ing  fit,  the  fecond  the  day  after  at 
the  fame  hour,  and  the  third  dofe 
on  the  third  day. 

What  we  call  the  Cayenne  pep- 
per, now  much  ufcd  at  our  rabies, 
is  the  fruit  of  the  Bird-pepper,  the 
cnpfiaun  haccatum  of  Linnipus,  and 
differs  not  n^aterially  from  that 
above  defcribed. 

Med.  Vi  r  1 .  Strongly  Stimulant. 

Prkp.  ^TiJiflure —  I'owder. 

FIX  LIQL'IDA: 
Lin.  [L.  it.]  Tar;  a  tliick,  black, 
undtuous  fiibftance,  obtained  frOm 
old  pines  and  fir-trees,  by  burning 
them  with  a  clofe  fmothering  heat. 
It  differs  from  the  native  refinous 
juice  of  the  trees  in  having  received 
a  difagreeabie  imprefCon  from  the 
•  fire,  and  containing  a  portion  of 
the  faline  and  other  juices  united 
with  the  refihdiis  and  oily  ;  by  the 
mediation  of  thefe,  a  part  of  the 
terebintliinate  oil  proves  diffolublc 
in  aqueous  liquors,  which  extract 
little  or  nothing  from  the  pvn-er  tur- 
pentines. Water  impregnated  with 
the  morefoluble  parts  of  tar,  proves, 
in  confequence  of  this  hot  pungent 
oil,  warm  and  flmiuiating.  Itfen- 
Uhly- raifcs  the  pulfe  aiid  quickens  the 
circniaticn.  By  thefe  qualities,  in 
cold  languid  phlegmatic  habits,  it 
Jlrengthens  the  folids.  attenuates  vifcid 
juices,  opens  oljh  uitions  of  the  minuter 
vejjels,  mdi  prnmotes  perfpiration  and 
the  Jiuid  fccretions  in  general;  whilft 
in  hot  bilious  temperaments  it  dif- 
pofes  to  inflammation,  and  aggra- 
vates the  complaints  which  it  has 
been  employed  to  remove. 

Tar  is  properly  an  empyreuma- 
tic  oil  of  turpentine,  and  has  been 
ufed  as  a  medicine  both  internally 
and  externally.  Water  impregnated 
•with  the  more  foluble  parts  of  tar 
in  the  following  manner — "To two 
pounds  of  tar  add  one  gallon  of 
water,  and  let  them  be  well  flirred  to- 
gether, then  fuffer  them  to  fettle  for 


two  days,  and  afterwards  pouroff the 
clear  liquor — was  called  tar-water,  of 
which  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  was 
drank  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four 
hours.  This  was  a  popular  reme- 
dy in  many  difeafesboth  acute  and 
chronic  ;  in  fniall-pox.,  fcurvy-ulce'-Sy 
fi/lulas,  rhcumatifm,  ajihma,  coughs, 
cutaneous  complaints,  &c.  And  tliough 
its  medicinal  effects  were  greatly 
exaggerated  by  bifliop  Berkdy,  Pri- 
or, and  others,  yet  Dr.  Cull'em 
confeflcs  that  he  found  in  many 
cafes  the  preparation  a  valuable  me- 
dicine, and  that  it  appeared  to 
Jirengthen  the  tone  of  the  Jlomach,  to 
excite  appetite,  promote  digejlion,  and 
to  curt  allj^mptonii  of  dyfpepfy.  At 
the  fame  time  it  manifeftly  pro- 
motes the  excretions,  particularly 
that  of  urine — from  all  which  it  is 
obvious  that  this  medicine  may  be 
highly  ufeful  in  many  difeafes  of  the 
fyftem.  Externally  the  tar-oint- 
ment has  been  fuccefsfully  ufed  in 
many  cutaneous  complaints. 

Dr.  CuLLEN  mentions  a  cafe  of 
a  lepra  ichthyofs  cured  by  an  oint- 
ment ijisade  by  bafting  a  leg  of  mut- 
ton, whiilf  roafting,  with  tar,  and 
mixing  the  gravy  procured  by  run- 
ning a  fkewer  into  the  mutton  dur- 
mg  the  procefs,  with  the  tar.  This 
was  rubbed  all  over  the  body  for 
three  or  four  nights  fucceffively, 
whilft  the  fame  body-linen  was 
worn  all  the  time;  and  this  is  al- 
leged to  be  a  remedy  in  feveral 
cafes  of  lepra. 

Med.  ViRT.  Stimulant — Atte- 
nuant. 

Pr  F.  p.  Tar-ivater  —  Ointmrnf. 

FIX  BURGUNDICA  [L.  -E.] 
Burgundy  pitch.  This  is  of  a  fo- 
iid  confidence,  yet  fomewhat  foft, 
of  a  reddifli  brovA-n  colour,  and 
more  agreeable  in  fmell  than 
the  foregoing.  Geoffroy  relates, 
that  it  "is  conipofed  of  gallipot  (a 
folid  whitifli  refin  which  feparatcs 
from  fome  of  the  tercbinthiti^e  ar, 
thev  run  from  the  tree)  melted  with 
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common  turp^iuine  and  a  little  of 
its  diftilled  oil.  Dale  informs  us, 
from  the  relation  of  a  gentleman 
who  faw  the  preparation  of  this 
commodity  in  Saxony  (whence  we 
are  chiefly  fupplied  with  it),  that  it 
is  no  more  than  the  common  turpen- 
tine boiled  a  little. 

This  is  chiefly  employed  for  ex- 
ternal ufes  in  iji-vetcrafc  cou^^'j;,  af- 
JtBions  of  the  lungs,  and  other  inter- 
na! complaints.  Plafters  of  this  re- 
jin,  by  ading  as  a  topical  ftimulaiit, 
are  frequently  found  of  confidera- 
b!e  lervice.  In  fome  cafes  it  ex- 
cites even  vefications  ;  but  in  ge- 
neral it  produces  only  rednefs  upoa 
the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied, 

;  :h  a  flight  degree  of  moifture  ex- 
uding from  them. 

Med.  Virt.  Gently  ivaymin^. 
PLANTAGINIS  LATIFOLIiE 
f.  Ua,  fcmen  :     Plantaginis  7)iajoris 
Lin.  [jE.]  Common  broad-leaved 
plantane,  called  fcptineri'ia,  from 
its  having-  feven  large  nerves  or 
ribs  running  along  each  leaf ;  the 
narrow-leaved  fort  has  only  five 
ribs,  and  hence  is  named  quiiK^uc- 
nervia.    They  are  both  common  in 
fields,  and   by   road -fides.  The 
leaves  are  Jlightly  ajlringenty  and  the 
feeds  /aid  to  be  fo  ;  and  hence  they 
ftand  recommended  in  Lcmarrhages, 
and  other  cafes  where  medicines  of 
'  this  kind  are  proper.    The  leaves, 
bruifed  a  little,  are  the  ufual  appli- 
1  cation  of  the  common  people  to 
'  flight  flcfli  wounds,  and  cutaneous 
;  fores. 

In  phthijical  complaints,  f pit  ting 
■  ofllaodt  and  in  various  Jiuxcs,  both 
•  alvine  and  hsemorrhagic,  they  have 
been  ufed,  though  tlie  feeds  feem 
better  adapted  to  relieve  pulmonary 
affeciions,  becaufe  they  are  more 
mucilaginous.  The  roots  have  al- 
fo  been  recommended  for  the  cure 
of  tertian  intermit tetUs.  An  ounce 
or  two  of  the  exprcficd  juice,  or  the 
fanne  quantity  of  a  ftrong  infufion, 
-riay  be  exhibited  for  a  dofe.  In 


agues  the  dofe  fiiould  be  doubled, 
and  given  at  the  commencement  of 
the  fit.  Plantane  has  been  alleged 
to  be  a  cure /or  the  bite  of  the  rattle- 
fnahe;  but  ror  this  thtrc  is  proba- 
bly very  littiefoiindaiion.  although 
it  is  one  of  the  principal  ingre- 
dients in  the  remedy  of  the  negro 
Caefar,  for  the  difcovery  ot  which 
he  received  a  confiderable  reward 
from  the  Aflembly  ot  South  Caroli- 
na. 

Med.  Virt.  Afiringent. 

PLUMBUM  [L.]  Lead. 

This  is  the  hc-aviefl  of  the  metals 
except  gold.  It  melts  in  a  mode- 
rate heat,  and,  if  kept  in  fufion,  is 
foon  converted  partly  into  fume 
and  parily  into  an  aflii-coloured  calx 
(plumbum  ujlu?n)  ;  this,  expofcd  to  a 
Itronger  fire,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  flame  may  play  upon  its  furfate^ 
becomes  firft  yellow,  and  after- 
wards of  a  deep  red  (minitm  or 
red  lead)  ;  if  in  this  procefs  the  fire 
be  fuddenly  raifed  to  a  confiderable 
height,  the  calx  melts,  afliimes  the 
appearance  of  oil,  and  on  cooling 
forms  a  foft  leafy  fubllance  of  a 
yellowifh  or  reddifli  colour  (li- 
tharge). The  proper  menfl:ruUm  of 
this  metal  is  aquafortis  :  the  vege- 
table acids  likewifc  diflblve  it,  but 
in  very  fmall  quantity  \  a  quart  of 
dilliiled  vinegar  will  not  take  up  a 
dram.  Expofed  to  the  fleam  of  vi- 
negar, it  is  by  degrees  corroded  in- 
to a  white  powder  ('f^rK//^),  which  is 
confiderably  more  eafy  of  folu- 
tion.  The  calces  of  lead  diflblve, 
by  heat,  in  exprefled  oils  ;  thefc 
mixtures  are  the  bafis  of  fevera!  of- 
ficinal plaflers  and  ungudnts.  Cryf- 
tals  of  this  metal  made  with  diftill- 
ed vinegar  (called,  from  their 
fweetifli  tafte,  /z^^.w  of  lead),  and  a 
tindlure  drawn  from  thefe  and  green 
vitriol,  are  likewife  kept  in  the 
fliops. 

Preparations  of  lead,  given  in- 
ternally, are  fuppofrd  to  incraflate 
the  fluids,  abate  inflammations,  and 
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renrain  venereal  difeafes.  The  fu- 
gar  is  a  ftrong  afliingent,  and  has 
b«en  ufed,  it  is  faid,  with  fiiccefs, 
in  htsmorrhages,  the  flnor  albus, 
fcminal  gleets,'  &c.  The  tinftiire 
is  recommended  for  the  like  pur- 
pofes  ;  and  for  checking  immode- 
rate fvN'cats  in  phthilical  cafes.  The 
internal  ufe  of  this  metal  is  never.the- 
lefs  full  -of  danger,  and  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  ventured  upon  iiiilefs  in 
defperate  cafes,  after  other  medi- 
cines have  been  employed  without 
taking  effeft  :  it  often  occafions 
violent  colics  ;  and  though  it  fliould 
not  prove  immediately  hurtful,  its 
ill  confequences  aie  fure,  though 
flow  ;  tremors,  Ipafms,  or  lingering 
tabe?,  too  frequently  follow. 

Mr.  Goulard,  a  furgeon  of 
Montpellier,  wrote  a  treatife,  fome 
few  years  ago,  profefTedly  on  the 
external  ufe  of  lead,  whi-ch  has 
been  the  means  of  greatly  extend - 
ing  the  ufe  of  it.  The  bafis  of  his 
preparations  is  what  he  calls  the 
cxtraft  of  lead,  which  is  a  folution 
of  litharge  in  ftromg  vinegar,,  by 
boiling  it  gently  to  the  confidence 
of  a  thin  fyrup,  and,  after  it  has 
flood  to  fettle,  the  clear  part  is  to 
be  poured  off  for  ufe.  A  fmall 
portion  of  this,  diluted  in  a  large 
quantity  of  foft  water,  makes  his 
tv'egfto-viincral  vjater,  which  is  em- 
ployed as  a  lotio7i  or  fntns^  or  hoilcd 
iKHth  hrcad  to  niake  a  catoplaf'n.  The 
extraft  is  likewife  combined  with 
xinguentous  matters  into  a  variety 
of  forms.  Thefe  oreparations  have 
been  found  of  grtat  utility  in  va- 
rious cafes  of  injlctfumat'ro/ty  partlcit- 
laiiv  of  the  eryfifchitous  Idrui,  and  in 
tiiofe  in  confequence  of  hwus  and 
raids.  Their  application  has  not, 
'in  the  opinion*  of  mod  practitio- 
ners, heeji  obfervcd  to  produce  any 
of  thofe  affections  of  the  nervous 
fyflem,  which  charafterife  the  poi- 
fonous  effects  of  lead  taken  inter^ 
nallv. 

Notwitliflanding  muck  has  been 


faid  again  ft  the  internal  ufe  of 
lead,  particularly  by  Sir  George 
Baker  in  the  London  Mtdicnl  Ob- 
fervations ,  and  in  jhc  hands  of  ig- 
norance it  certainly  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  very  dangerous  medicine, 
nay,  in  fa£l,  a  poifon,  occafioniir,^ 
colics,  contraared  limbs,  tremors', 
palfies,  &c.;  flill,  employed  by  the 
prrident  and  (kilfui,  it  is  a  'moft 
ufeful  medicine,  as  an  ajhhi'^cnt  and 
refrigerant,  and  antfpafmod'c,  and 
never  produces  any  bad  effefts  if 
coupled  with  opium,  and  a  purga- 
tive be  given  every  fecond  or  tiiird 
day.  However,  if  it  does  not  prove 
« efficacious  in  a  ftiort  time,  its  ufe 
fliould  be  defifted  from. 

Med.  Virt.  Aflrlngent  —  Auti- 
fpafmodic  -~Rifigcrant. 

Prhp.  Jq.  litharg.  acctat. — Ce- 
rujja  aceiata. 

POLTPODII  radix:  Polypndii 
•vulgaris  Lin.  Polypody  ;  the  root. 

Polypody  is  a  capillary  plant, 
growing  upon  old  walls,  the  trunks 
of  decayed  trees,  &c.  That  found 
\!pon  the  oak  is  generally  preferred, 
though  not  fenfiblv  diflerent  from 
the  others.  The  roots  are  long  and 
flender,  of  a  reddifli-brown  colour 
on  the .  outfide,  greenifli  within, 
full  of  fmall  tubercles,  which  are 
refembled  to  the  feet  of  an  infeft  ; 
whence  the  name  of  the  plant.  The 
tafte  of  thefe  roots  is  fweetifii  and 
naufeous. 

Polypody  has  been  employed  in 
medicine  for  many  ages  ;  neverthe- 
lefs  its  virtues  remain  as  yet  to  be 
determined.    The  ancients  held  it 
to  be 'd  powerful purger  of  melancho 
lie  hu7nours ;  by  degrees,  it  came  to 
be  looked  upon  as  an  cvacvator  of 
all  humours  in  general:  at  length  it 
was  fuppofed  only  to  gently  loofen  the 
lelly ;  and  afterwards  even  this  qua 
lity  was  denied  it:  fucceeding  phy 
ficians  declared  //  to  he  afrirgent 
of  this  number  is  Boerhaave,  wlro 
efteems  it  moderately  fyptic,  and  an 
tifcorbutic.    For  our  own  part,  we 
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have  had  no  dived  experience  of 
It :  nor  is  it  employed  in  practice. 
It  is  pro'.>able  that  (as  Jiincker  fup- 
pofes)  tie  fr'ijh  root  may  looj'cn  toe 
lellyi  and  that  it  has  not  this  effe^ 
ivken  dry.' 

Med.  Virt.  Laxative. 

FOPULI  NIGILE gemma:  Po- 
tuli  Ttgxie  Lin.  The  black  pop- 
lar ;  its  buds. 

The  black  poplar  is  a  large  tree, 
growing  wild  in  watery  plates  ;  it 
is  eafily  raifed,  and  very  quick  of 
growth.  The  young  buds  or  ru- 
diments of  the  leaves,  wliicl^.  ap- 
pear in  the  beginning  of  fpring, 
abound  with  a  yellow,  unftuous, 
odorous  juice.  They  have  hither- 
to been  employed  chiefly  in  an 
ointment,  which  received  its  name 
from  them  ;  though  they  are  cer- 
tainly capable  of  being  applied  to 
other  purpofes.  Atinfture  of  them 
made  in  rectified  fpirit,  yields,  "upon 
being  infpifTated,  a  fragrant  refin 
fuperior  to  many  of  thofe  brought 
from  abroad. 

Med.  Virt.  Arotnatic. 

PORRI  radix:  AlUi  porri  Lin. 
Leeks  ;  ihe  root.  This  participates 
of  the  virtues  of  garlick,  from 
which  it  differs  chiefly  in  being 
rfiuch  weaker. 

FOR  7  ULACJE  femen, :  Pertu- 
laae  o'eraceee  Lin.  Purflane;  the 
feeds. 

This  herb  is  cultivated  in  gardens 
for  culinary  ufes.  The  feeds  are 
ranked  among  the  lefTer  cold  feeds, 
and  have  fometimes  been  employed 
in  emulfions,  and  the  like,  along 
with  the  others  of  that  clafs. 
Med.  Virt.  Refrigerant. 
PRVNELLyE  folia:  Prunella 
•vcjp'.  Lin.  Self-heal  ;  the  leaves. 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  mea- 
dows and  pafture  grounds,  and 
produces  thick  fpikes  of  purplifli 
flowers  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
fummer.  It  has  an  herbaceous 
roughifh  tafle :  and  hence  Hands 
recommended  in  hcemorrhages  and 


alvine  fiu.vcs  \  it  has  been  princi- 
pally celebrated  as  a  vulnerary, 
whence  its  name  ;  and  in  gargarij?ns 

for  aphtha  and  injiammatiuns  of  the 

faUccs. 

Mi-D.  VlRT.  Attenuant — Deter- 
gent. 

PRUNUS  GALLIC  A  :  Prunus 
domejiiea  Lin.  French  or  com- 
mon prunes  [L.  £.]  This  is  the 
plum  called  by  our  gardeners  the 
little  black  dam2fl<  plum. 

The  medical  etfeifls  of  the  com- 
.  raon  prunes  are,  to  aha'^e  heat,  and 
gently  loofen  the  hclh ;  which  they 
perform  by  lubricating  the  paflage, 
and  foftenine  the  excrement.  TlieV 
are  of  conf.derable  fervice  in  cojiive- 
7tefs  accompanied  tvt/h  heat  or  irrita' 
tion,  ivhicli  the  ;nore  fliinulntin^^  ca- 
thartics I'jotdd  tend  to  aggravate. 
Where  prunes  are  not  of  them- 
felves  fufficient,  their  effefts  may 
be  promoted  by  joining  with  them 
a-  little  rhubarb  or  the  like:  to 
which  may  be  added  fome  carinina- 
tive  ingredient,  to  event  their  oc- 
cafioning  flatulencies.  Prunelloes 
have  fcarce  any  laxative  quality  : 
thefe  are  mild  grateful  refrigerants, 
and,  by  being  occafionally  kept  in 
the  mouth,  ufefuUy  allay  the  thirft 
of  hydropic  perfons. 

All  our  garden  plums  are  eaten 
at  table  ;  and  when  fufficiently  ripe, 
and  taken  in  a  moderate  quantity, 
prove  a  pleafant  and  wholefome 
food  ;  but  in  the  immature  flatc 
they  are  more  liable  to  produce  co- 
licky pains,  diarrhoea,  .or  cl^lera, 
than  any  other  fruit  of  this  clafs. 
Medicinally,  they  are  emollient, 
cooling,  and  laxative,  efpecially  the 
French  prunes  which  are  imj)orted 
here  in  their  dried  ftate  from  Mar- 
feilles. 

Med.  Virt.  Cooling — Aperi- 
ent. 

PRUNUS  SYLVESTRIS:  Pru- 
ni  fpinifa  Lin.  S.  P.    Sloes  ;  the 
fruit  of  the  common  black  thorn, 
or  flbe-buHi  [L. 
P  2 
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Thefchave  a  very  rough,  auftere 
tafte,  cfpccially  before  they  have 
been  mellow ed  by  frofts.  Tlie  juice 
of  the  unripe  fruit,  infpiflated  to  a 
proper  confiftence,  is  called  acacia 
Germanlcay  and  ufually  fold  in  the 
fliops  for  the  true  Egyptian  acacia. 
It  is  equally  ajir'wgcnt  ivith  the  Egyp- 
tian fvrt,  but  has  more  of  a  fliarp 
or  tartifli  taffe,  without  any  thing 
of  the  fweetifli  relifli  of  the  other. 

Sloes  have  been  recommended  in 
diarrhceas,  hamorrhagcoua  affcSlions^ 
and  as  gargles^  in  tumefaflions  of  the 
toiijili  and  uvula — they  are  confi- 
dered  as  the  moft  powerful  of  the 
fruBus  accrbi ;  and  have  often  been 
found  an  agr cable  ajlrivgcnt  by  Dr. 
CuLLEN. — The  flowers,  with  thfeir 
calyces,  are  moderately  purgative; 
and  for  this  purpofe  an  ounce  in- 
fufed  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, or  whey,  was  experienced  to  be 
a  pleafant  and  ufeful  laxative.  The 
powdered  bark  in  dofes  of  a  dram  is 
faid  to  cure  the  ague.    The  tender 
leaves  dried  aa  foriietimes  ufed  as  a 
fubflitute  for  tea,  and  fhe  beft  that 
has  been  yet  ufed.    Letters  written 
\ipon  linen  or  woollen  with  the 
juice  of  this  fruit  will  not  wafli 
out. 

Med.  ViRT,  JJlringeiit. 
Prep.     hfpiJJ'atcd  juice  — Con- 
feri'c. 

PSriJ.lIfemen :  Plant aginis  Pfyl- 
lii  Lin.  Fleavvort ;  the  feeds. 

This  is  a  fort  of  plantane,  grow- 
ing wild  in  the  wiirmer  climates, 
cind  fometimes  met  with  in  our  gar- 
dens. It  differs  from  the  common 
plantanes  in  havingitsftaiks  branch- 
ed, with  leaves  upon  them  ;  hence 
it  is  named  by  Ray  plamago  cauli- 
fera.  The  feeds  have  been  ufually 
brought  from  the  fouth  of  France; 
they  are  fmali,  butfuppofed  to  re- 
fem'ble  in  flii.pe  a  flea,  whence  the 
En2.i^Qi  name  of  the  plant.  Thefe 
feeds  have  a  naufeous,  mucilagi- 
nous t.ifle  :  boiled  in  water,  they 
yield  a  confulerable  quantity  of  mu- 


cilage, which  is  fometimes  made 
ufc  of  in  emollient  glyfttrs  and  the 
like.  Alpinus  relates,  that  among 
the  Egyptians  this  mucilage  given 
in  ardent  fevers,  and  that  it  gene- 
rally either  loofens  the  belly  or  fro-' 
moles  fweal. 

Med.  Virt.  Emollient  —  Laxa- 
tive. 

PTARMICjE  radix:  Achillea 
Ptarmictc  Lin,  Sneezewort,  or  baf- 
tard  pellitory  ;  the  root. 

This  grows  wild  upon  heaths  and 
in  moift  fliady  places ;  the  flowers, 
which  are  of  a  white  colour,  come 
forth  in  June  and  July.  The  roots 
have  an  acrid  fmell,  and  a  hot  iMt- 
ing  tafle.  Che^ived  they  occafion  a 
plentiful  difcharge  of  fnllva ;  and, 
when  powdered  ar.d  fnuffed  up  the 
nofe,  provoke  fncizing.  Thefe  are 
the  only  intentions  to  which  they 
have  been  ufually  applied. 

Med.  Virt.  Errhine  —  Stimu- 
lant. 

PULEGII  folia  :  Mentha  ptde- 
gii  Lin.  S.  P.  Pennyroyal ;  the 
leaves  [L.  E-] 

This  plant  grows  fpontaneouily 
in  feveral  parts  of  England  upon 
moifl  commons,  and  in  watery 
places  ;  trailing  upon  the  ground, 
and  ftriking  roots  at  the  joints. 
Our  markets  have  been  for  fome 
time  fupplied  with  a  garden  fort, 
which  is  larger  than  the  other,  and 
grows  upright. 

Pennyroyal  is  a  warm,  pungent 
herb,  of  the  aromatic  kind,  fimilar 
to  mint,  but  more  acrid  and  lefs 
agreeable.  It  has  long  been  held 
in  gr.eat  efteem,  and  not  undeferv- 
edly,  as  an  aperient  and  deobfruent^ 
particularly  in  hyfrric  complaints^ 
and  fupprejions  of  the  uterine  purga- 
tions. For  thefe  purpofes,  the  di- 
ftilled  water  is  generally  made  ufc 
o.f,  or,  what  is  of  equal  efficacy,  an 
infufion  of  the  leaves.  It  is  ol>- 
fervable,  that  both  water  and  reili- 
fied  fpirit  extraft  the  virtues  of  this 
herb  by  infufion,  and  likewile  ele- 
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vate  greateft  part  of  them  in  tiiftil- 
lation. 

The  penny-royal  certainly  pof- 
fefles  the  properties  of  the  other 
mints;  it  is  fuppofed,  however,  to 
be  lefs  efficacious  as  a  llomachic, 
but  more  iifefulasa  carminative  and 
emmenagogiie.  BoYLE  and  others  tell 
lis  that' it  has  been  fiiccefsfiilly  ufed 
in  the  hooping  c^'ugh  ;  but  the  great 
ufe  for  which  it  has  been  long  em- 
ployed li,  ft  emoting  the  utcririe  I'va- 
cuations.  Haller  recommends  an 
infulion  of  the  herb  with  Heel  in 
white  wine,  with  this  intention, 
which  .he  never  knew  fail  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  though  Cullen  is  of  opi- 
nion that  mini  is  in  every  refpedt  a 
more  effeBual  remedy  than  penny- 
royal, 

Med.  Virt,  Aromatic- — Emme- 
nagogue. 

Prep.  SimjU-iratcr—  Spirit— Ef- 
Jential  oil. 

PULEGII  CERFINI  folia: 
Menib.-e  cermina  Lin.  Harts  penny- 
royal ;  the  leaves. 

This  fpecies  is  met  with,  though 
not  very  often,  in  our  gardens.  It 
is  Ibmewhat  Wronger,  yet  rather 
more  agreeable,  than  the  foregoing 
both  in  tafte  and  fmell. 

PULSATILLA  NIGRICANS, 
Anemone  pratenjis  Lin.  [£•]  Mea- 
dow anemone  or  Pafque  flower ; 
a  fpecies  of  anemone,  much  re- 
fembling  the  pulfatilla  vulgaris  : 
but  its  flower  is  lefs,  and  of  a 
darker  hue.  It  is  a  natiVe  of  the 
fouth  of  Germany,and  other  neigh- 
bouring countries. 

All  the  anemones  have  a  confi- 
dcrable  degree  of  acrimony  ;  but 
this  feems  to  polTefs  the  largeft 
lharc.  The  whole  plant,  when 
chewed,  imprefTcs  the  tongue  with 
a  (harp,  burning,  durable  tafte  ;  the 
root  is  milder  than  the  other  parts. 
On  dinilling  the  plant  with  water, 
the  lir^uor  which  comes  over  is 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  its  vir- 


tues; and  the  remaining  extraft  is 
alfo  conllderably  adive. 

Dr.  StCErck  of  Vicuna,"'  from  nu- 
merous trials,  celebrates  its  eflicacy 
///  various  chronic  (Hfeafei  of  the  eye^ 
particularly  amauroiis,  cataraft, 
opacity  of  the  cornea,  proceeding 
from  various  caufis;  in  vfnerial 
notles  and  noilurnal  pains ;  in  foul 
uli  ers  ivith  caries  ;  in  ferpigo  ;  fup- 
prcjfed  mcnfes  ;  indurated  glands  ; 
fitelancholy,  and  paljy.  Many  Ger- 
man phvficians  have  tried  withfuc- 
cefs  the  effefts  of  this  medicine  in 
difeafes  of  the  eyes  ;  whilft  others 
fpeak  of  its  ineflicacy,  though 
the  plant  was  tried  in  dofcs  con- 
fiderably  beyond  what  Stoerck 
had  recommended:  notwithftanding 
which.  Dr.  Cullen  flill  adviles  it  to 
be  uled,  particularly  in  that  difeafe 
fo  frequently  otherwife  incurable, 
the  amaurofis. 

The  dofe  of  the  diflilled  water  is 
half  an  ounce  twice  a  day  ;  of  the 
extraiV,  reduced  to  a  powder  with 
fugar,  five  or  fix  grains. 

Med.  Virt.  Emetic — Diuretic—' 
Cathartic. 

^  Prep.  Pcivder — D  ■JlJled-i\:atcr— 
ExtraH. 

PYRETFIRI  radix  :  Anthcmis 
Pyrethri  Lin.  S.  F.  Pellitory  of 
Spain  ;  the  root  [L.  E.] 

This  plant,  though  a  native  of 
the  warm  climates,  bears  the  ordi- 
nary winters  of  this;  and  often 
flowers  fuccefllvely  from  Chrift- 
mas  to  May.  The  roots  alfo  grow 
larger  with  us  than  thofe  with  which 
the  fliops  are  ufually  fupplied  from 
abroad. 

Pellitory  root  has  no  fenfible 
fmell  ;  ijs  tafte  is  very  hot  and 
aciid,  but  lefs  fo  than  that  of  arum 
or  dracunculus :  the  juice  expreffed 
from  it  has  fcarce  any  acrimony, 
nor  is  the  root  itfelf  fo  pungent, 
when  frefli,  as  after  it  has  beeji 
dried.  Water,  aftifted  by  heat, 
extrads  fome  fliart  of  its  tafte  ;  rec» 
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tified  fpirit  the  whole :  neither  of 
them  elevates  any  thing  in  diftilla- 
tion.  The  principal  uTe  of  pyre- 
thrum  in  the  prefent  praflice  h  as  a 
niajticalory^  for  promoting  the  falival 
Jiux,  and  eviicnatiiig  vifc'ui  humours 
fi  om  the  head  and  neighbouring  parrs. 
By  thefe  means  it  often  rcliews  the 
icofb-ach,  Jowe  kinds  of  pain  f  of  the 
head.,  rheumatic  complaints  of  the  face., 
lethr.rglc  cofnplaiuti,  and  pai  alyfis  of 
the  tongue. 

M  ED .  Vi  R  T .  Stimulant — Aromatic. 

QUASSIA  :  ^uajjia  amara  Lin. 
S.  p.  Quaflv  ;  wood,  root,  and 
bark.  [L.E.] 

The  root  of  a  tree  growing 
in  Surinam,  which  is  as  thick 
as  a  man's  arm.  Its  wood  is 
whitifli,  hard,  folid.  and  tough,  be- 
coming yellowifli  on  expofure  to. 
the  air.  It  is  taken  both  from  the 
trunk  and  branches  cut  tranfverfe- 
]v  ;  it  is  marked  with  parallel  ca- 
pillary rays,  from  the  centre  to  the 
circumference,  and  many  hollowed 
points  fpread  over  the  whole  difc; 
it  is  covered  vvith  a  thin  bark  of  a 
pale  white,  eafily  feparated,  often 
fpotted  with  black — lightifh  and 
brittle.  The  thicker  the  pieces,  the 
more  compaft  the  wood,  though 
light  for  its  Cze  ;  the  lighter  inter- 
nally the  more  bitter,  if  is  not  un- 
iifual  to  fee  fpots  or  flripes  afli- 
coloured,  brown,  or  even  of  a  deep 
blue  or  black,  in  different  parts  of 
the  furface;  where  this  unufual 
colour  defcends  deep,  the  wood  is 
almofl  infipid  and  foft,  whence 
fome  corruption  may  be  fufpefted. 
The  wood  of  the  trunk  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  that  of  the  brsnciies ;  and 
that  of  the  root,  which  is  (aid  to  be 
of  a  deeper  colour,  to  that  of  the 
trunk.  The  thicker  pieces  arealvvays 
to  be  preferred  to  the  fmaller.  QuafTy 
has  no  fenfible  fmell;  its  tafteis  that 
of  a-  pure  bitter,  without  aftrin- 
gency,  and  not  naufeous;  more  in- 


tenfe  and  durable  than  that  of  al- 
moft  any  known  fubftance.  It 
communicates  its  bitter  to  watery 
infufions  and  deco£lions;  and  its 
fpiriiuous  tinftures  are  all  equally 
bitter,  of  a  pale  yellow  hue,  which 
is  not  blackened  by  the  addition  of 
martial  vitriol. 

The  fotvcrs  are  ufcd  by  the  na- 
tives, and  looked  upon  by  them  as 
an  rxccl/enl  J/omachic.  The  root  was 
a  fecret  remedy  ufcd  by  a  negro» 
named  Qualli,  in/the  fatal  feversof 
that  country,  from  whom  if  was 
ptirchafed  by  Daniel  Rolauder,  a 
S Aede,who  returned  in  1756.  Acon- 
firmation  of  its  medical  powers  ap- 
pears in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Farley,  a 
praffitioner  in  Antigua,  printed  ia 
the  Phil.  Tranfaa.  vol.  LVIJI.  He 
found  it  remarkahly  efficacious  in  I  up- 
p^rjjing  'vomitings.,  ftcpping  a  tendency 
to  pull  cfaflion,  and  removing  fevers. 
It  may  be  ufed  in  infufion  or  ex- 
traft  ;  the  latter,  made  into  pills,  on 
account  of  the  intenfe  bitternefs  of 
the  drug,  is  preferable  for  delicate 
ftomachs. 

It  is  by  modern  practitioners  ef- 
teemed  to  poflefs  tonic  flomachk^ 
^nd  antifrptic  powers,  and  there- 
fore employed  in  lofs  of  tone,  ano- 
rexia hypochondriafs,  epidemic  intcr- 
mittents,  and  remittent  fevers.  It 
has  alfo  been  found,  effecfual  for 
producing  appetite.,  ^J!lfi'"S  '^(?C/^""*» 
expelling  flatulency,  and  removing  ha- 
bitual coflii-cnef.,  priiduccdf  om  debi- 
lity of  the  intejlir.es,  and  common  to  a 
fedentqry  life. 

Me  D.  ViRT.  Stomachic  and  Tunic 

Prep.  Extract. 

Its  dofe— 3j.  of  the  rafped  root 
infufed  in  fcj  of  cold  water  for 
24  hours  ;  or  in  boiling  water  for 
an  hour;  froirl  to  "^w  given  fe- 
veral  times  a  day.< 

QllERCUS  i77r/f;f  ••  ^uercus  ro- 
bw  Lin.  S.  P.  Oak-tree  ;  the  bark 
[E.  i.l 

The  aflringent  effefts  of  the  oak 
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were  fuffici'ently  knowa  to  the  an- 
cients, by  whom  different  parts  of 
jt  were  ufed :  but  the  bark  only 
is  ndw  appropriated  to  medicinal 
purpofes.  They  manifeft  a  tafte  of 
liroiig  aftringency,  accompanied 
w  ith  a  moderate  bitternefs,  quali- 
ties extracted  both  by  water  and 
rectified  fpirit.  From  thcfe  quali- 
ties it  has  been  recommended  in 
aoiies,  for  reftraininsi  ha:inorrhaoes, 
alvine  fluxes,  and  other  immoderate 
evaciiatioas.  A  deception  ot  it  has 
been  ufed  as  a  fomeiRation  in  pro- 
cidentia re£ti  et  utwi ;  in  flight 
tumefactions  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  fauces,  in  prolapfus 
uvuln?,  and  cynanche  tonfiliaris,  to 
M  hich  fome  people  are  liable  upon 
the  leaft  expofure  to  cold.  Gargles 
made  of  this  bark  have  been  em- 
ployed with  advantage;  and  in  ma- 
ny cafes  thefe,  early  applied,  have 
appeared  ufefiil  in  preventing  thofe 
diforders :  but,  perhaps,  they  are 
rendered  more  efficacious  by  add- 
ing a  fmall  portion  of  alum  to 
them.  This  bark  has  been  fuppofed 
by  fome  to  be  not  lefs  efficacious 
than  the  Peruvian  bark,  efpecially 
in  the  form  of  extract ;  but  this  is 
believed  by  a  very  few,  if  any  at 
prefent,  though  it  is  not  doubted 
but  that  the  bark  may  have  the 
power  of  curing  fome  intermittents. 

Med.  Virt.  Strongly  aftrbigent. 

Prep.  Exvacl. 

^ERCUS  MJRINA  :  Fucus 
veficuloj'ui  Lin.  Sea-Wrack  or  Sea- 
Oak  :  a  foft,  very  flippery,  marine 
plant,  common  upon  rocks  that 
are  left  dry  at  the  ebb  tide;  with 
the  leaves  fomewhat  refembling  in 
fhape  thofe  of  the  oak  tree ;  the 
llalks  running  along  the  middle  of 
the  leaves,  and  terminated  by  wa- 
tery bladders  containing  either  air 
or  a  flippery  fluid.  The  veficles 
begin  in  March  to  fill  with  a  thin 


juice;  and  about  the  end  of  July 
they  buift,  and  difcharge  a  matter 
as  thick  as  honey. 

Dr.  Ruflel  relates,  that  he  found 
this  plant  an  ufeful  affiftant  to  I'ea- 
ivafrr  iH  the  cure  of  dijiniicrs  pf  the 
glaiiih:  that  he  gave  it  in  powder 
to  the  quantity  of  a  dram,  and  that 
in  large  dofes  it  naufeated  the  fto- 
mach  :  that  by  burning  in  the  open 
air  it  was  reduced  into  a  black  fa- 
line  powder  *  ;  which  feemcd,  as  an 
internal  medicine,  greatly  to  excel 
the  officinaPburnt  fponge;  which 
was  ufed  with  benefit,  as  a  (Jenti- 
/■  ice,  for  correHing  la.vitirs  of  the 
gTiws:  that  the  juice  of  the  vefi- 
cles, after  fianding  to  putrefy,yields, 
on  evaporation,  an  acrid  pungent 
fait,  amounting  to  about  a  fcruple 
from  two  f|}Oonfu!s  ;  that  the  pn~ 
irefsd juice,  applied  to  the  (kin.  Jinks 
in  immediately,  excites  a  Jlight  fenfe 
of  pungency,  and  defcrgcs  like  a  folu- 
tion  of  f nap  :  that  one  of  the  hcjl  ap- 
plications fr  /iifcuffing  hardnefs,  par- 
ticularly in  the  decline  of  glandular 
f  veilings,  is  a  inixfure  of  two  pounds 
of  the  juicy  vejtcles,  gathered  in  July, 
ivith  a  quart  of  fea-~<jatcr,  kept  in  a 
glnfi  I'eJJclfor  ten  or  tnxjelve  dayi,  till 
the  liquor  comes  near  to  the  confijlence 
of  very  thin  honey.  The  parts  aflfefted 
are  to  be  rubbed  with  the  {trained 
iiquor  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  and 
afterwards  waflied  clean  with  fea- 
water. 

Med.  Vxrt.  Aflritigent  —  De- 
tergent. 

RAPHANI  RUSTIC ANI  ra- 
dix :  Cochlcari^e  A'moracice  L'ti, 
S.  p.  yorfe-radifli ;  the  root. 
IL.  E.] 

This,  plant  is  fometimes  found 
wild  about  river-fides,  and  other 
moift  places  ;  for  medicinal  and 
culinary  ufes,  it  is  cultivated  in 
gardens.    It  flowers  in  June,  but 
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rarely  perfeds  its  feeds  in  this 
country.  Horfe-radifli  root  has  a 
quick  pungent  fmell,  and  a  pene- 
trating acrid  tafte  ;  it  nevertljelefs 
contains  in  certain  veflels  a  Tweet 
juice,  which  fometlmes  exudes  up- 
on the  furface.  By  drying',,  it  loi'es 
all  its  Ucrimony,  becoming  firfl: 
fwt  f  ;i!lu  and  afterwards  almoft  in- 
fipid.  11  kept  in  a  cool  place,  co- 
vered with  fand,  it  retains  its  quali- 
ties for  a  confiderable  time.  The 
medic;'.';  effefts  of  this  root  are  to 
Jliniuln.c  the  folids,  attenuate  the  jui- 
ces, an<i  promote  the  fluid  fccre.tions.  It 
feems  to  extend  its  adtion  throush 
the  whole  habit,  and  attt£t  the  mi- 
jiutelt  gfands.  It  has  frequently 
done  fi-i  vice  in  fonie  kinds  of  fcur- 
vies  7i  >d  other  chronic  diforders 
proceeding  from  a  vifcidity  of  the 
juices, ^or  obftrpftions  of  the  ex- 
cretory du(fts.  Sydenham  reconi- 
rnends  it  likewife  in  dropfies,  par- 
ticularly thofe  which  fomctimes 
follow  intermittent  fevers.  Both 
water  and  rectified  fpirit  extraft 
the  virtues  of  this  root  by  infufion, 
and  elevate  them  in  diftillation. 
Along  with  the  aqueous  fluid,  an 
.e'ne.'vtial  oil  arifes,  poflelTing  the 
whole  tafle  ajid  pungency  of  the 
ho;  fc-radifli. 

Tiie  root  of  this  plant  is  only 
employed,  and  proves  a  pnuerful 
ftiniulant,  w  hether  ufed  externally, 
or  internally  ;  in  the  former  mode, 
it  readily  inflames  the  Ikin,  and  may 
be  employed  with  advantage  in 
paify  and  riieumatifrri  ;  but  fliould 
its  application  be  long  continued, 
it  produces  bliflers.  Internally 
taken,  it  may  be  fo  managed  as  to 
cure  hoarfenefs  :  take  one  dram  of 
the  root  irefii,  fcraped  down  ;  to 
which  add  four  ounces  of  boiling 
water  in  a  glafs  veflel  clofely,  flop- 
ped; and  let  it  infnfe  for  two  hour?; 
then  add  double  its  weight  of  fugar, 
to  form  a  fyrup.  A  tea-fpoonful 
pr  two  of  this  fyrup  fwiallowed 


gradually,  at  leaft  repeated  two  or 
three  times,  will  often  very  fud- 
denly  give  effectual  relief  in  hoarfe- 
nefs :  rt-ceived  into  the  ll^oinach,  it 
afts  as  a  fl;imulant,  and  promotes 
digefl:ion.  Infufid  in  water,  and  a 
portion  of  this  infiifion  bt  ing  tak- 
en with  a  large  draught  wf  warm 
water,  it  readily  proves  emetic  ;  and 
may  either  be  employed  by  itfelf  to 
excite  vomiting,  or  to  aflift  the 
operat'on  of  any  other  emetics. 

Infufed  in  water  and  taken  inta 
the  fl:omach,  it  proves  ftimulant  to 
the  nervous  fyftem  ;  and  is  thereby 
ufeful  in  palfy :  in  large  quantities 
it  proves  heating  to  tlie  whole  bo- 
dy, and  ufeful  in  chronic  rheu- 
niatifm,  whether  arifing  from  fcurr 
vy  or  other  caufes.  r  If  the  root  is 
exhibited  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  and 
fwallowed  without  chewing,  a 
large  quantity  may  he  taken,  even 
a  table  fpoonful;  and  thus  taken 
every  morning  for  a  month  toge- 
ther, it  will  be  extremely  ufeful  in 
arthritic  cafes,  which  Ctjllen  fup- 
pofes,  upon  the  experiments  that 
have  been  tried,  to  be  of  the  rheu- 
matic kind.  The  matter  of  horfe- 
radifli,  carried  into  theblood-vefl~els, 
pafles  readily  into  the  kidneys,  and 
proves  a  powerful  diuretic,  and 
therefore  ufeful  in  dropfy  ;  and  by 
promoting  both  urine  and  perfpi- 
ration,  it  has  long  been  known  as 
one  of  the  mofi:  powerful  antifcor- 
butics.  An  infufion  of  horfe-radifli 
in  milk  has  been  faid  to  make  on» 
of  the  fafefl:  and  beft  cofmetics. 

Med.  Virt.  Stimulant  •t'  At tcnu- 
ant.  ' 

RHABARBARUM  [L.  £.] 
Rheum  fahnatum  Lin.  S,  P.  Rhu- 
barb ;  the  root  of  a  plant  of  the  dock 
kind,  which  grows  fpontaneoufly 
in  China,  and  endures  the  colds  of 
our  own  climate.  The  propagation 
of  this  plant  has  lately  been  ex- 
tended to  our  gardens,  and  with  a 
degree  of  fuccefs  which  promifes 
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in  time  to  fiiperfede  the  foreign 
root.  T\vo  I'^rts  of  rhubarb  are 
met  with  in  the  flion?.  One  is  m 
portecf  fro.n  Turkey  ana  i<.ullia,  iu 
rouiKi'lli  pieces  freed  from  the  bark, 
and  a  hole  through  the  middle  of 
each;  they  are  cxcernally  of  a  yel- 
low colour,  and  on  cutting  ap- 
pear v^riej£ated  with  lively  reddifh 
breaks.  The  other,  which  is  lefs 
efteemed,  cotves  immediately  from 
the  Elift  Indies,  in  longifli  pieces, 
harder,  heavier,  and  more  com- 
pact than  the  foregoing.  The  for- 
vur  fort,  unlefs  kept  very  dry,  is 
apt  to  grow  mouldy  and  worm- 
eaten  ;  the  litter  is  lefs  fubjeft  to 
thefe  inconveniencies.  Sojne  of 
the  more  induftrious  artifls  are  faid 
to  fill  up  the  worm-holes  with  cer- 
tain mixtures,  and  to  colour  the 
outfide  of  the  damaged  pieces  with 
pow  der  of  the  finer  forts  of  rhubarb, 
and  fometimes  with  cheaper  ipate- 
rials  :  this  is  often  fo  nicely  done, 
as  efFeclually  to  impofe  upon  the 
buyer,  unlefs  he  very  carefully  ex- 
amines each  piece.  The  marks  of 
good  rhubarb  are,  that  it  be  firm 
and folid,  and  not  ftinty  ;  that  it  be 
er  'ily  pulveralle,.  and  appear,  vahm 
fi-jjdered,  of  a  fine  bright  yelloiv  co- 
lour :  that,  upon  bein^  cheived,  it  im- 
part to  the  fpittle  a  Jaffron  tinge, 
without  proving  fitmy  or  mucilaginous 
in  the  mouth.  Its  talle  is  fubacrid, 
bit:eri(h,  and  fomewhat  aftringent; 
the  fmell  flightly  aromatic. 

Rhubarb  is  a  mild  cathartic, 
which  operates  without  violence 
or  irritation,  and  may  be  given 
with  fafcty  even  to  pregnant  wo- 
men and  children.  Befides  its  pur- 
gative quality,  //  is  celebrated  for  an 
ajlringent  one,  by  which  firength- 
ens  the  tone  of  the  fiomach  and  inttf- 
tpiiS,  and  proves  ufeful  in  diarrha-a 
and  dfordcrs  proceeding  from  a  laxity 
of  the  fibres.  Rhubarb  in  fubftaiice 
operates  more  powerfully  as  a  ca- 
thartic than  anv  of  the  preparations 
^  it,  watery  tinflures  purge  more 


tha,n  the  fpirituous  ones  ;  ^vlili:  the 
latter  contain  in  greater  perf  -Hon  the 
aromatic,  afiringent,  and  corroborat- 
i.:g  virtues  of  the  rhubarb.  The 
dofc,  when  intended  as  a  purgative, 
is  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram  or 
more. 

The  Turkey  rhubarb  is,  among 
us,  univerfally  preferred  to  the 
Eaft  India  fort,  though  this  latter 
is,  forfome  purpofes  at  leail,  equal 
to  the  other.  It  is  manifefily  more 
afiringent,  but  has  fumeiah>Tt  lefs  of 
an  aromatic  favour .  Tinctures 
drawn  from  both  with  reftified  fpi^ 
rit,  have  nearly  the  fame  taite. 
On  diftillirig  off  the  menftruum, 
the  extraft  left  from  the  tincture  of 
the  Eafl-India  rhubarb  proved  tan- 
fiderably  the  ftronger.  They  are 
both  the  produce  of  the  fame  cli- 
mate, and  probably  the  roots  of 
the  fame  plant  taken  up  at  different 
feafons,  or  cured  in  a  different  man- 
ner, 

,  When  given  in  a  large  dofe,  it 
will  occaiion  fome  griping,  as  other 
purgatives  do  ;  but  it  is  hardly  ever 
heating  to  the  fyftem,  or  fliows  the 
other  effefts  of  the  more  draftic 
purgatives.  It  joins  well  with  that 
of  neutral  laxatives,  and  both  to- 
gether operate  in  a  lefTer  dofe  than 
either  of  them  would  do  fingly. 
The  purgative  quality  is  accompa- 
nied with  a  bitternefs,  which  is 
often  ufeful  in  refloring  the  tone  of 
the  ftomach,  when  it  has  been  loft; 
and  for  the  moft  part  its  bitternefs 
makes  it  fit  more  eafy  on  the  fio- 
mach than  many  other  purgatives 
do.  The  life  of  rhubarb  in  fub- 
llance  for  keeping  the  body  regular 
is  by  no  means  proper ;  as  the  afirin- 
gent undoes  what  the  purgative  had 
done:  but  if  the  rhubarb  is  chewed 
in  the  month,  and  no  more  is  Aval- 
lowed  than  what  the  faliva  diflblved, 
the  purpofe  may  be  anfwered  ;  and, 
in  this  way  employed,  it  is  very  ufe- 
ful to  dyfpcpti  pcrfons.  The  ufe  of 
rhuburb  in  a  folution  produces 
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nearly  fimilar  offers ;  becaufe  the 
aftringent  quality  is  not  fo  largely 
extrafted,  as  to  operate  fo  powerful- 
ly as  when  the  rhubarb  is  employ- 
ed in  fiibftance. 

Med.  Vxrt.  Cathartic— Stoma- 
(Jiic. 

Prep.  Toafted — Watery  tnfufion — 
Spirituous  andvinoui  Tini'Tures. 

RHAPONTICI  radx:  Rhci 
Rhapnntici  Lin.  Rhapoiitic ;  the 
Toot  of  a  large  roundifli-leaved 
dock,  growing  wild  on  the  moun- 
tain Rhodope  in  Thrace,  whence- 
it  was  brought  into  Europe,  about 
the  year  1610,  by  Alpinus :  it  bears 
the  hardcft  winters  of  this  climate, 
and  is  not  unfrequent  in  our  bota- 
nic gardens.  The  root  of  this  plant 
(which  appears  evidently  to  have 
been  the  rhubarb  of  the  ancients) 
is  by  fome  confounded  with  the 
modern.rhubarb,  though  confider- 
ably  different  both  in  appearance 
and  quality.  The  rhapontic  is  of 
a  dufky  colour  on  the  furface,  of  a 
loofe  fpongy  texture ;  conjiderably 
more  ajlrifigerit,  but  Icfs  purgatlnjc 
tha,n  rhubarb  ;  in  this  latter  inten- 
tion, two  or  three  drams  are  ire- 
quired  for  a  dofe. 

Med.  Virt.  Lcxatl'vc. 

RHODODENDRON  CHRYS- 
ANTHEMUM, herba.  Lin..  [£.] 
This  plant  is  a  new  fpecies  of  the 
rhododendron  of  LinnJEUs,  difco- 
vered  by  profeflbr  Pallas  ;  a  flirub 
growing  near  the  tops  of  the  high 
mountains  in  Siberia. 

It  is  called  by  the  natives  chei,  or 
tea,  from  their  commonly  drinking 
a  weak  infufion  of  it,  as  we  do 
of  the  Chinefe  plant  of  that  name. 
A  fironger  preparation  of  it  is, 
however,  ufed  by  them  as  a  power- 
ful medicine  in  arthritic  and  rheu- 
matic aifordcrs.  Two  drams  of  the 
ftalks  and  leaves  together  they  in- 
fufe  in  nine  or  ten  ounces  of  boiling 
water  for  a  night,  in  the  heat  of  an 
oven.  This  is  drunk  next  morning 
for  a  dofe;  which  occafions  heat, 


thirfl,  a  degree  of  intoxication, 
with  a  Angular  uncafy  kind  of  fcn- 
fation,  and  a  fort  of  vermiculation 
in  the  affefted  parts.  The  patient 
is  not  permitted  to  quench  the 
thirfl  this  medicine  occafions  ;  as 
liquids  would  produce  vomiting, 
and  diniinifli  the  cffc£l  of  the  reme- 
dy. In  a  few  hours,  all  difagreea- 
ble  fymptoms  go  off,  commonly* 
with  two  or  three  ftools  ;  and  the 
patient  finds  his  difeafe  greatly  re- 
lieved. A  repetition  of  the  dofe 
twice  or  thrice  generally  completes 
the  cure. 

It  is  not  only  recommended  in 
rheumatic  and  gouty  cafes,  butevcn 
in  venereal  ones  ;  and  now  general- 
ly employed  in  chronic  rheumatifin 
in  various  parts  of  Europe.  The 
leaves,  which  are  the  parts  directed 
for  medicinal  ufe,  have  a  bitterifli 
fubaftringent  talle,  and,  as  well  as 
the  bark  and  young  branches,  ma- 
nifeft  a  degree  of  acrimony.  Tak- 
en in  large  dofes,  they  prove  a 
narcotic  poifon  ;  they  produce 
thofe  fymptoms  which  are  occa- 
fioned  by  many  of  the  order  Solo- 
naceie. 

Dr.  Home  has  made  trial  of  this 
remedy  in  the  infirmary  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  the  refult  of  his  trials, 
as  publifhed  in  his  Clinical  Cafes 
and  Experiments,  is,  that  it  is  a  ve- 
ry po'Merful  fedativc,  remarkably  di- 
jtiivijlniig  the  frequency  of  the  pulfe  ; 
but  that  it  was  not  peculiarly  effica- 
cious  in  removing  the  acute  rheui 
matifm. 

Med.  Virt.  Powerfully  fc da- 
tive. 

Prep.  Powder — DccoBion. 

RI B  ESI R  frudus  :   Rihes  ruh  tm  - 
Lin.  S.  P.    Red  currant-bufh  ;  the 
berries  [Z,.]  '  ' 

Thefe  have  a  cool,  acidulous, 
fweet  tafte,  fuificiently  agreeable 
both  to  the  palate  and  ftoniach.' 

The  medical  qualities  of  red  cur- 
rants appear  to  be  fimilar  to'  thSfe 
of  the  other  fubacid  fruits,  which, 
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areefteemed  to  be  moderately  refri- 
gerating, antlfcptk,  at.enuatit,  and 
.  aferien).     Hoffm  an   and  BoER- 
HAAVE  had  great  confidence  in  the 
efficacy  of  this  fruit  in  objlinnte 
vtfceral  objiru^t'mis ;    alio    of  the 
'  white  currant,  which  is  nothing 
I  more  than  a  fpecies  of  the  red, 
■  with  properties  perfectly  analagous. 
They  may  be  ufed  with  confidera- 
ble  advantage  to  allay  thir/},  in  ma/1 
febrile  iLforders ;  to  U  jjai  an  increajed 
ficrction  of  b.ie  ;  and  to  corre^  a  pu- 
.  trid  and  fcorbutic  Jiate  of  the  fluids, 
lefpccially  m  fanguine  temperaments  ; 
but  in  coaftitutions  of  a  contrary 
kind  they  are  apt  to  occaSon  fiatn- 
!  lency  and  indigefiion.    The  juice 
;is  a  moft  agreeable  acid  in  punch. 
The  juice  of  red  currants  with 
:  fugar  is  a  common  beverage  at  Pa- 
:  ri>,  where  it  is  generally  preferred 
:  to  orgeat  or  lemonade. 

Med.  Virt.  Refrigerant — Deter- 

*  Prep.  Jdlv. 

RIBES  NIGRUM  Lin.   S.  P. 
Black  Currant-bulh  ;  the  fruit  [Z.] 
This  is  a  native  of  Britain,  de- 
.i^hts  in  fwampy  grounds,  and  flow- 
1  ers  in  May.    1  he  fruit  is  larger 
:  than  thofe  of  the  red  currant,  and 
we  are  told,   that  in  fome  parts 
of  Siberia  they  grow  to  the  fize  of 
a  hazel  nut.    This  has  the  pro- 
perties in  common  with  the  fub- 
;  acid  fruits,  and  is  alfo  faid  to  be 
peculiarly  ufeful  in  fore  throats, 
.  and  to  pofTefs  a  diuretic  power  in 
.  a  very  confiderable  degree.  Cer- 
:  tainly  as  gargles,  from  the  fenfible 
I  qualities  of  this  fruit,  they  feem 
calculated  to  be  of  fcrvice  in  in- 
flammatory angina  ;  but  the  proofs 
of  their  diuretic  power  want  confir- 
mation.   Bergil's   confiders  the 
leaves  of  the  black  currant,  which 
are  extremely  fragrant,  to  be  detrr- 
genl,  repellent,  and  diuretic. 

B<,th  the  fruit  of  this  and  the  red 
currant  afford  a  pleafant  wine ;  and 
that  made  of  the  former  is  faid  by 


Haller  to  be  excellent,  not  infc- 
rior  to  any  made  of  the  true  gra'pc, 
w  hen  it  is  kept  to  a  proper  age. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  of  this 
bulb  is  faid  to  have  the  tafle  of 
green  tea  ;  and,  when  prepared  from 
the  young  leaf,  is  to  fome  people 
peculiarly  agreeable. 

Med.  Virt.  Refrigerant  —  Dc' 
iergent. 

Pr  ep.  Sj^rtip  —  Infpifjated  juice. 

RICINUS  :  Riciiius  communis 
Lin.  S.  P.  Palma  Chrifli—  Oil  of 
the  feed,  called  Castor  Oil.  [/,.£.] 

This  plant,  called  alfo  Negro 
Oil-bujli,  grows  fpontaneoufly  iu 
mofl  .of  the  Weft-India  iflands. 
The  feed  is  generally  lefs  than 
a  common  horfe-bpan,  ovate,  com- 
prefTed  on  one  fide,  covered  with 
a  brittle  fliell,  fpeckled  with 
brown  and  yellow,  containing  3 
white  kernel  inclofed  in  a  white 
membrane;  when  fiefli,  bitterifli, 
and,  after  fome  time,  exciting  a 
mild  fenfe  of  heat.  TJiis  fliell  is 
faid  to  have  a  ftrong  degree  of  acri- 
mony not  difcoverable  by  the  tafte, 
to  which  it  feems  infipid,  but  by 
its  effeiTts  on  other  parts. 

Thefe  feeds  contain  a  large  quan- 
tity of  oii ;  which  is  obtained  either 
by  boiling  them  after  being  bruifed 
in  water,  and  (kimming  off  the  oil 
which  rifes  to  the  furface,  or  by 
expreflion.  That  obtained  by  the 
former  procefs  lofes  its  fweetnefs 
from  the  heat,  is  whiter,  lefs  purga- 
tive, and  difpofed  to  grow  rancid 
fooner.  That  oil  is  the  befl  which 
is  thick,  vfcid,  grcenijii,  fomeivhat 
opake,  ahnop  infipid.,  or  fweet,  leav- 
ing no  fenfation  of  acrimony  in  the 
throat ;  that  is  not  fo  good  which 
is  wiy  -white,  tranfparent,  and  of  a 
faffron  colour. 

This  oil  is  one  of  the  moft  agree- 
able purgatives  which  can  be  em- 
ployed ;  tor  it  operates  fooner  nfter 
the  exhibition  than  any  other,  com- 
monly in  two  or  three  hours.  It 
feldom  gripes,  and  commonly  gives 
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one,  two,  or.threc  ftools  only.  It 
is  well  fuited  to  cafes  of  cojivene/s, 
and  even  to  cafes  of  fpajmodk  colic, 
vomiting,  iliac  pajjion,  a^/ima  from 
the  fumes  of  lead,  and  in  (iyfente- 
ries.  In  the  Weft  Indies  it  is  found 
one  of  the  moft  certain  remedies 
in  the  dry  bdly-ach,  or  cdica  piilo- 
rum.  It  has  alfo  been  experienced 
to  be  an  iifeful  medicine  in  various 
febrile  complaints,  bilious  cokes,  ne- 
phritic cafes,  ivorms,  efpecially  the 
tape--Morm. 

It  ftldom  heats  or  irritates  the 
re£lum,  therefore  well  fuited  to 
hatiiorrhoidal  perfons.  In  large  dofes 
it  fometimes  creates  great  naufca, 
to  prevent  which,  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies they  give  it  with  rum  :  but  the 
beft  mode  is  to  mix  it  well  with 
one  part  of  tincture  of  fena  and 
three  of  the  oil ;  it  is  lefs  naufeous 
to  the  tafle  and  fits  eafier  on  the 
Ilomach.  The  common  dofe  to 
infants  is  a  dram,  or  more ;  half 
an  ounce  to  an  adult ;  but  many 
require  a  double  dofe. 

Of  this  medicine,  if  it  be  fre- 
I  quently  repeated,  the  dofe  may  be 
diminidied  gradually.  Some,  after 
repeatedly  taking  it,  have  found 
that  two  drams  aft  as  fully  at  laft 
as  half  an  ounce  did  at  firft. 

Med.  Virt.    Laxative  —  uin- 
ilielmintic. 

P  R  t  P .  Kxprcjfed  n  il. 
ROSA  DAMASCENA:  Rofa  cen- 
tifolia  Lin.  The  damafk  rofe  [/,.£.] 
This  elegant  flower  is  common 
in  our  gardens.  Its  fmell  is  very 
pleafanr,  and  aimoft  univerfally  ad- 
mired ;  its  tafte  bitterifli  and  fub- 
acrid.  In  diftillation  with  water, 
it  yields  a  fmall  portion  of  a  buty- 
raceous  oil,  whofe  flavour  exadly 
refemblc!^  that  of  the  rcfes.  This 
oil,  and  the  diftilled  water,  arp  very 
ufcful  and  agreeable  cordials.  Hoft- 
man  ftrongly  recommends  them  as 
of  fingular  efficacy  for  raifmg  the 
flrevgth,  cheering  and  recruiting  the 
fpirits^   and  allaying  pain;  which 


they  perform  without  raifmg  any 
heat  in  the  conftitution,  rather 
abating  it  when  inordinate.  Da- 
maflirofes,  befides  their  cordial  aro- 
matic virtue,  which  refides  in  their 
volatile  parts,  have  a  mildly  purga- 
tive one,  which  remains  entire  in 
the  dccoftion  left  after  the  difti:Ia- 
tion.  This,  with  a  proper  quantity 
of  fugar,  forms  an  agreeable  lax- 
ative fyrup. 

Med.  Virt.  Aromatic  —  Gent' 
ly  laxative. 

Prep.  Dijlilled  water — Syrup, 
ROSA  RUBRA:    Rofa  gallica- 
Lin.    The  red  rofe  [L.  £.] 

This  has  very  little  of  the  fra- 
grance of  the  foregoing  pale  fort; 
and,  inftead  of  its  purgative  qua- 
lity, a  mild,  gratefully  aflringcnt  one, 
efpecially  before  the  flower  has 
opened.  This  is  confiderably  im- 
proved by  hafty  exficcation  ;  but 
both  the  aftringency  and  colour 
are  impaired  by  flow  drying.  Some 
of  the  Arabian  phyficians,  particu- 
larly AvicENNA  and  Mesue,  ef- 
teemed  this  highly  in  phthifcal  cafes, 
and  mention  forae  mftances  of  its 
fucctfs.  RivERius  has  alfo  recited 
feveral  others.  But  as  the  ufe  of  the 
conferve  of  this  flower  was  con- 
ftantly  joined  with  that  of  milk, 
and  other  farinacea,  the  recoveries 
could  not  be  iinputable  to  the  rofes 
alone,  though  it  may  be  fuppofed 
they  contributed  much  towards 
them  from  their  mild  aftringent  and 
corroborant  virtues. 

Med.  Virt.  Jftrigent  aqd  covra- 
borant. 

Prep.   Lfufion  —  Honey  —•  Cott' 

ferve. 

RORISMA^.INI  fummitates,  et 
fores  :    Rorifmarini  officinalis  Lin. 
S,  P.    Rofemary;  the  tops  and 
flowers  [L.  £.] 

This  is  a  native  of  Spain,  Italy, 
and  the  fouthern  parts  of  France, 
where  it  grows  in  great  abundance 
upon  dry  gravelly  grounds  ;  in  the 
like  foil's  it  thrives  beft  with  us. 
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and  likewife  proves  flronger  in 
fniell,  than  vvlien  produced  in  moid 
rich  one^i.  This  oblervation  ob- 
tains in  ahnoft  all  the  aromatic 
plants. 

Rofemary  has  a  fragrant  fmcU, 
and  a  warm  pungent  bitterifli  tafte, 
approaching  to  thofe  of  lavender. 
The  leaves  and  tender  tops  are 
ftrongeft  ;  next  to  thefe  the  cup  of 
the  flower  ;  the  flowers  themfelves 
are  confiderably  the  weakeft,  but 
moft  plcafanf.  Aqueous  liquors  ex- 
tract great  fliare  of  the  virtues  of 
rofemary  leaves  by  infufion,  and 
elevate  them  in  dilHllation  ;  along 
with  the  water  arifes  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  cflential  oil,  of  an 
agreeable  ftrong  penetrating  fmell. 
Pure  fpirit  extrafts  in  great  perfec- 
tion the  whole  aromatic  flavour  of 
the  rofemary,   and  elevates  very 
little  of  it  in  diffillation  ;  hence  the 
refinous  mafs,  left  upon  abftrafting 
the  fpir.t,  proves  an  elegant  aro- 
matic, very  rich  in  the  peculiar 
qualities  of  the  plant.    The  flowers 
of  rofemary  give  over  great  part  of 
tiieir  flavour  in  diiViUation  with  pure 
fpirit ;  by  watery  liquors,  their  fra- 
grance is  much  injured  ;  by  heat- 
ing, dcftroyed. 

Rofemary   is   confidered   as  a 
Ji'imulant  and  corrcbcrarU  of  the  ner- 
vous fyllem,  and    has    been  re- 
copiinended  in  various  afFeflions 
fuppofed  to  proceed  from  debilities 
and  torpid  aftion  of  the  brain  and 
nervous fyftem,  as  iv, particular  hend- 
aclis,  Ar.afnefi.  giddinefs^  paljies.  Sec. 
and  in  fome  hyjlr.rical  and  dyff>eptic 
fymptoms.    But  theftimulant  virtue 
of  the  rofemary  is  not  fuppofed  to 
be  powerful  enough  to  reach  the 
fanguiferous  fyfteni.    It  has  how- 
ever the  character  of  an  emmcna- 
g'^7ue,  and  is  by  Be.'.gius  confidtred 
alfo  as  a  re/olvent  and  nervous  corro- 
borant, and  u/tful  in  chlorofis.  By 
many  people  an   infufion  of  the 
leavci  ii  drank  as  tea  for  break- 
faft. 


Med.  ViRT.  Aromatic  and 
dial. 

Prep.  E^eutial  oil —  Spirit,  call- 
ed Hungary  water. , 

RUBI^  radix:  Rubia  tinflo- 
nun  Lin.  S.  P.    Madder ;  the  root 

Madder  is  raifed  in  fome  of  our 
gardens  for  medicinal  purpofes  :  it 
was  formerly  cultivated  among  us, 
in  quantity,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
dyers,  who  are  at  prefent  fupplied 
from  Holland  and  Zealand.   It  has 
little  or  no  fmell ;  a  fweetifli  tafte, 
mixed  with  a  little  bitternefs.  The 
virtues  attributed  to  itj  are  thofe  of 
a  detergent,  deobjirnent^  and  diure- 
tic,   whence  it  has  been  ufually 
ranked  among  the  opening  roots, 
and  recommended  in  obJiruBions  of 
the  vifcera,  particularly  of  the  kid- 
neys and  liver,  in  coagulations  of  the 
blood from  falls  or  bruifes,  in  the  jaun- 
dice, and  beginning  dropjies.    It  has 
alfo  been  recommended  as  an  emme- 
nagogue,  and  in  ricketty  afTcftions. 
With  regard  to  its  diuretic  effeft, 
CuLLEN  does  not  think  that  al- 
ways certain,  never  having  occur- 
red to  him.   As  a  remedy  for  the 
jaundice,  it  has  the  authority  of 
Sydenham.    As  an  emmenazo^ue 
it  has  been -given  by  Dr.  Homk  in 
dofesfrom  gjto~fs  of  the  powder, 
ortwo  ouncesof  tlie  decodlion, three 
or  four  times  a  day  —  though  this 
medicine   failed   with  Dr.  CuL- 
LEN,  and   feveral   other  practi- 
tioners. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  root, 
taken  internally,  tinges  the  urine 
of  a  deep  red  colour ;  and  in 
the  Philofophical  TranOiftions  we 
have  an  account  of  its  produ^cing 
a  like  etfpdl  upon  the  bones  of  ani- 
mais  who  had  it  mixed  with  their 
food.  All  the  bones,  particularly 
the  more  folid  ones,  were  changed, 
both  externally  and  internally,  to  a 
deep  rtd  ;  but  neither  the  flefliy  nor 
cartilajjinoub  parts  fuffered  any  al- 
teration :  fome  of  thefe  bones,  nia- 
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cerate (i  in  water  for  many  weeks 
together,  and  afterwards  Heeped 
and  boiled  in  fpirit  of  wine,  loft 
none  of  their  colour,  nor  commii- 
nicated  any  tinge  to  the  liquors. 
This  root  appears  therefore  to  be 
poffefled  of  great  fubtilty  of  parts, 
whence  its  medical  virtues  fcem  to 
deferve  inquiry. 

Med.  Virt.  Deobjlrucrtt  — De- 
teigcnt. 

RUBl  mm  fruam,  Un.  S.  P. 
^  The  rafpberry-bufli ;  the  fruit  [L.J 

This  flirub  is  common  in  our 
gardens;  and  has  likevvife,  in  fome 
parts  of  England,  been  found  wild. 
It  flowers  in  May,  and  ripens  its 
fruit  in  July.  Rafpberries  have  a 
plealant  fweet  tafte,  accompanied 
with  a  peculiarly  grateiul  flavour; 
on  accouni  of  which  they  are  chief- 
ly valued.  As  to  their  virtues,  they 
vioderately  quench  thirj},  abate  heat, 
Jlre7igthen  the  vifcera,  and  fromote  the 
natural  excretions. 

M K D.  Vi RT.  Refrigerant, 

Peep,  ^yyup, 

RUB  I  rULGJRIS  folia,  fruc- 
tus :  RubifruBicoJi  Lin.  S.  P.  The 
bramble,  otL^blacls-berry  bufli  ;  its 
leaves  and  fruit. 

The  flirub  is  frequently  found 
wild  in  woods  and  hedges.  The 
berries  have  a  faint  tafte,  without 
any  thing  of  the  agreeable  flavour 
of  rafpberries  :  the  leaves  are'fome- 
vvhat  aftringent. 

RUSCIJive  Brufci,  raJix  :  Rufd 
acukaii  Lin.    Butcher's-broom,  or - 
knee-holly ;  the  root. 

This  is  a  fmall  prickly  plant, 
fometimes  found  wild  in  woods. 
The  root  has  a  foft  fweetifli  tafte, 
which  is  followed  by  a  bitteriOi 
one.  It  is  one  of  the  five  aperieut 
roots ;  and  in  this  intention  is  fore- 
times made  an  ingredient  in  apo- 
2ems  and  diet-drinks,  for  opening 
flight  ohfiruBims  of  the^vifcera,  puri- 
fying the  blood  and  juices^  and  fro- 
moling  the  fluid  fecretions. 

Med.  Virt.  Jpericnt. 


^\3TJ£.hrrba  :    Ruta  graveckn-  . 
tis  Lin.  Broad-leaved  rue;  the  herb 
[L.  £.] 

This  is  a  fmall  fbrubby  plant, 
met  with  in  gardens,  where  it  flow- 
ers in  June,  and  holds  ils  groen 
leaves  all  the  winter.  We  frequent- 
ly find  in  the  markets  a  narrow- 
leaved  fort,  which  is  cultivated  by 
fome  in  preference  to  the  other,  be- 
caule  its  leaves  appear  variegated, 
during  the  winter,  with  white 
ftreaks. 

Rue  has  a  ftrong,  ungrateful  fmell, 
and  a  bitterifli,  penetrating  tafte. 
The  leaves,  when  in  full  vigour, 
are  extremely  acrid,  infomuch  as 
to  inflame  and  islifter  the  Ikin,  if 
much  handled.  With  regard  to 
their  medicinal  virtues,  they  are 
poiuerfully  flimulating,  attenuating 
and  detergent ;  and  hence,  in  cold 
phlegynatic  habits,  they  quicken  the 
circulatio7i,  diffolvc  tenacious  juices, 
open  cb fruitions  of  the  excretory  glands, 
and  promote  the  fluid  fecretions.  The 
writers  on  the  materia  medica  in 
general  have  entertained  a  very 
high  opinion  of  the  virtues  of  this 
plant.  Boerhaave  is  full  of  its 
praifes,  particularly  of  the  eflTential 
oil,  and  the  diftilled  water  coho- 
bated  or  re-diftilled  feveral  times 
from  frefli  parcels  of  the  herb. 
After  fomewhat  extravagantly  com- 
mending other  waters  prepared  in 
this  manner,  he  adds,  with  regard 
to  that  of  rue,  that  the  greateft 
commendation  he  can  beftow  upon 
it,  falls  ftiort  of  its  merit;  "  What, 
medicine  (fays  he)  can  be  more  effi- 
cacious for  promoting  Jiueat  and  }  erf  pi- 
ration,  for  the  cure  tf  the  hyfieric  paf- 
finn,  and  for  expelling  poifon  ?"  Not- 
withftandingthisauthority,therefift-  . 
ing  contagion,  or  expelling  it  when, 
taken  into  the  machine,  are  held  to 
be  abfoliitely  without  foundation. 
However,  it  is  doubtlcfs  a  power- 
ful ftimulant  of  the  foetid  kind,  and 
has,  like  them,  attcnuant,  dtobftu- 
enty  aad  cuitifpafmodic ponders,  adapted 
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to  pblt-gmatic  hnljits,  or  weak  and 
bvlterical  coiilliuuioiis  hiH'ering 
from  retarded  or  obftrufted  le- 
cretions.  An  extract  made  by  rec- 
tiSed  Ipirit  (.untains,  in  a  fmall 
comp-is,  the  whole  virtues  of  the 
rue;  thU  menftriium  taking  up  by 
infullon  all  the  pungency  and  fla- 
vour of  the  pbnt,  and  elevating 
nothing  in  dilii'.lation.  With  wa- 
:er,  its  peculiar  flavour  and  warmth 
ariie ;  the  bitternels,  and  a  con- 
f;d;rablc  (hare  of  the  pungency, 
remaining  behind. 

INIi-D.  ViKT.  St'tmuhint  —  j4t!e- 
iiuant  and  detergent. 

i'RtP.  E.vtraH. 

SABINJE  fcl:a  feu  fummitates  : 
Junif<:n  Sabin^e  Lin.  S.  P.  Savin  ; 
the  leaves  or  tops  [L.  E.]  " 

This  is  an, evergreen  flirub, 
clothed  withfitiali,  fomewhat  prick- 
ly leaves.  It  does  not  produce 
fruit  till  very  old,-  and  hence  has^ 
been  generally  'reputed  barren. 
The  leaves  have  a  bitter,  acrid,  bit- 
ing taffe  ;  and  a  ftrong  difagreea- 
blefmell :  diftillcd  with  water,  they 
yield  an  eflential  oil,  in  larger  quan- 
tity (as  Hoff^man  obferves)  than 
any  other  known  vegetable,  the 
turpentine-tree  alone  excepted. 

Savin  is  a  "jjarm  irritating  aperi- 
ent medicine,  heats  and  ftimulates 
the  whole  fyftem  ;  is  capable  of  pro- 
moting fiveat^  urine,  and  aii  the  gla?i- 
dular  fecretions ;  and  is  found  of 
fervice  in  obflrudicns  of  the  uterus, 
or  other  -jifcera,  proceeding  from  a 
laxity  and  weaknefs  of  the  vefTels, 
or  a  cold  flviggifli  iadifpofition  of 
the  juices. 

It  is  certainly  a  powerful  and 
aftive  medicine,  and  the  mofl  effi- 
cacious in  the  Materia  IVIedica  as 
an  emmenagogue.  Bergitjs  not  only 
coafiders  it  as  an  emmenagogue,  but 
capable  oi procuring  abortion,  and  /«- 
creafing  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 
When  it  fails  to  promote  the  cata- 
meiiia,  as  it  fometimes  docs,  it  is 


to  be  aicribed  generally  to  Its  being 
exhibited  in  too  fmall  doles.  It 
'  fliould  be  given  from  a  fcruijle  to 
a  dram  twice  a  day,  and  is  well 
fuited  to  the  debile,  but  improper 
in  plethoric  hatits,  from  its  heat- 
ing qtiality  ;  and  therefore  in  them 
repeated  bleedings  are  neceflary  be- 
fore its  exhibition. 

Externaliy,  favin  is  recommend- 
ed to  cleanfe  foul  ulcers,  take  off 
fyphilitic  warts,  &c. 

Med,  Virt,  Stimulating — Ape- 
rient. 

Prep.  EJentialoil — ExtraH  — 
Conipo:tnd  poiader. 

SACCHARUM  NON  PURI- 
FICATUM.  Softfugar. 

SACCHARUM  PURIFICA- 
TUM,  vel  BiscocTUM.  Double- 
refined  fugar  [Z.  £.] 

SAC  CHAR  UM  CAND  UM.  S  u  - 
gar-candv. 

Sugar  is  the  eflential  fait  of  the 
arundo  faccharifera,  a  beautiful 
large  cane  growing  fpontaneoufly 
in  the  Eaft'Indies,  and  fomeof  the 
warmer  parts  of  the  Weft,  and  cul- 
tivated in  great  quantity  in  our 
American  plantations.  The  ex- 
prefll'd  juice  of  the  cane  is  clarified 
with  the  addition  of  lime-water 
(without  which  it  does  not  aflaime 
the  form  of  a  true  fugar)  and  boiled 
down  to  a  due  confiftence;  when, 
being  removed  from  the  "fire,  the 
faccharine  part  concretes  from  the 
grofPer  iinftuoiis  matter  called  trea- 
cle, or  melafles.  This,  as  yet  im- 
pure or  brown  fugar,  is  farther  pu- 
rified in  conical  moulds,  by  fpread- 
ing  moift  clay  on  the  upper  broad 
furface  :  the  watery  moifture,  flowly 
percolating  through  the  mafs,  car- 
ries with  it  confiderable  part  of  the 
remains  of  the  treacly  matter.  This 
clayed  fugar,  imported  from  Ame-  . 
rica,  is  by  our  refiners  diflblved  in 
water,  the  folution  clarified  by  boil- 
ing with  whites  of  eggs  and  dcfpu- 
mation,  and,  after  d\ie  evapora- 
tion, poured  into  moulds ;  as  fooii 
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as  the  Aigar  has  concreted,  and  the 
fluid  part  drained  off,  the  fiirface  is 
cove  red  wiih  moifl:  clay  as  before. 
The  fiigar,  thus  once  refined,  by  a 
repetition  of  the  procefs,  becomes 
the  double-refined  fiigar  of  the 
fliops.  The  candy,  or  cryftals,  are 
prepared  by  boiling  down  folutions 
of  fuparto  a  certain  pitch,  and  then 
removing  them  into  a  hot  room  ; 
•with  Iticks  fet  acrofs  the  vefTel  for 
the  fugar  to  flioot  upon.  Thefe 
cryftals  prove  of  a  white  or  brown 
colour,  according  as  the  fiigar  was 
pure  or  impure. 

The  ufes  of  fugar  as  a  fweet 
are  fufliciently  well  known.  The 
impure  forts  contain  an  unftnous 
or  oily  matter,  in  confequence  of 
which  they  prove  emollient  and 
laxative.  The  cryftals  are  moil 
difficult  of  folutiont  and  hence  are 
properefl  where  this  foft  Rubri- 
cating fweet  is  wanted  to  diirolve 
flowly  in  the  mouth. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  fugar 
in  its  crude  ftate  affords  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  nourifhmentj  both 
as  combined  with  various  vegeta- 
ble rr.atters,  and  as  feparated  by 
art.  Thofe  animals  which  wholly 
feed  upon  it  in  the  fugar-iflands  be- 
come remarkably  corpulent  ;  and 
the  negro  children,  whofe  diet  hap- 
pens to  be  fometimes,  for  a  feafon, 
confined  to  melafles,  are  eafily  di- 
flinguiflied  from  others  by  their 
fuperior  bulk.  They  are,  however, 
more  dif{)6fe(i  to  worms,  and  are 
likewife  lefs  active  and  healthy. 
In  Afia,  elephants  and  other  ani- 
mals are  fed  upon  fugar.  That  the 
liberal  qfe  of  fugar  has  however  to 
many  ftomachs  greatly  impaired 
the  digeftive  powers,  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  various  con-plairits, 
is  highly  probable;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it'mufi:  be  adinlited,  thaf  fe- 
vernl  indulge  largely  in  this  article 
with  iinpunity  at  leaft,  if  not  u  ith 
advantage.  Bergius  itates  fugar 
to  be  Jc:fonaceous—>eduicoiunt — retax- 


ant — pedoral — vulnerary — antifeptie 
and  nuirient.  Cuj-Len  dalles  it 
with  the  atletiuantia.  In  catarrhal 
affcBions^  honey  and  fugar  are  fre- 
quently employed  :  it  has  been  ufed 
with  advantage  in  calculous  com' 
plaints  ;  and,  from  its  known  pow- 
er of  preferving  animal  and  vege- 
table fubftances  from  ])Utrefaftion, 
it  has  been  given  as  an  antijeptlc. 

iMiiD.  ViRT.  Emollient — Laxa- 
tive. ■ 

Pret.  Syrupus  ftmplex. 

SAGAPENUM  [L.  £.]  a  con- 
Crete  juice  brought  from  Alexan- 
dria, either  in  diftinft  tears,  or  run 
together  in  large  mafTes.  It  is  out- 
wardly of  a  yellowifli  colour,  inter- 
nally fomewhnt  paler,  and  clear 
like  horn,  grows  foft  upon  being 
handled,  and  fticks  to  the  fingers  j 
itstafle  is  hot  and  biting  ;  thefmell 
difagreeable,  by  fome  refembled  to 
that  of  a  leek,  by  others  to  a  mix- 
ture of  afafetida  and  galbanum. 

Sagapenum  is  an  ufeful  atte- 
nuant,  dcohjiruenti,  and  autifpafmo- 
dic,  and  frequently  prefcribed  ei- 
ther alone,  or  in  conjunftion  with 
ammoniacum,'  or  galbanum,  for 
opening  objirti^linris  in  the  niifccra,  and 
in  hyfterical  diforders  arijing  from  a 
deficiency  of  the  me •iJlrMfil purgations. 
It  likewife  deterges  the  pulmonary  I'cf- 
fels,  and  proves  of  conjulerahlc  Jcrvice 
in  fome  kinds  of  afihnias^  where  the 
lungsare  opprefTed  by  vifcid  phlegm. 
It  is  molt  commodioufly  given  in 
the  form  of  pills.  From  five  grains 
to  half  a  dram  may  be  given  every 
night  or  oftencr,  and  continued  for 
fome  tinie.  When  fagapcnum  is 
fcarce,  the  druggifts  ufually  fupply 
its  place  with  the  larger  and  darker- 
coloured  mafles  of  bdellium,  brok- 
en into  pieces;  which  are  not  ea- 
fily diftinguiflK-d  from  it. 

SAGO,  Cy.uscircinal'S  Lin.  This 
is  the  produce  of  an  oriental  tree, 
called  by  C.  Bauhine  paimam  rfe- 
rcus  arbor  far  in- I'e:  a.  The  medul- 
lary part  of  the  tree  is.  beaten  with 
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water,  and  made  into  cake§,  which 
are  ul'ed  by  the  Indians  as  bread  : 
thele  reduced  into  granuleS,and  dri- 
ed) are  the  fago  brought  to  us.  It  is 
moderately  nutritious,  though  not 
perliaps  fuj)erior  to  our  own  grain. 
With  water,  milk,orbrolh,  it  forms 
an  agreeablb  jelly,  and  is  much 
lUed  in  phthifical  and  convalefcent 
vMle?. 

SAL  AIMWONIACUS  :  .'Ammo- 
nia muriata.  Sal  aramoniac  [X.. 
£.1 

This  is  an  artificial  faline  con- 
crete, laid  to  be  prepared  by  fubli- 
mation  from  the  loot  of  cow-dung. 
It  is  brought  to  us  fi-om  Egypt,  in 
large  round  cakes,  convex  on  one 
l:de,  and  concave  on  the  other ;  and 
fometimes  in  conical  loaves.  On 
breaking,  they  appear  compofed  of 
needles,  or  Itria:,  'running  tranf- 
verfely.  The  beft  are  alnioll  tranf- 
parenr,  colourlefs,  and  free  from 
any  viilble  impuricies :  thofe  moft 
commonly  met  with  are  of  a  grey 
yeiiowifli  colour  on  the  outfide,  and 
fometimes  black,  according  as  the 
matter  is  more  or  lefs  impure.  The 
tafte  of  this  fait  is  very  fliarp  and 
penetrating.  It  dKToves  in  twice 
'its  weight,  or  a  little  Icfs,  of  water: 
and  upon  evaporating  a  part  of  the 
menfrmum,  concretes  again  into 
long  Ihining  fpicular,  or  thin  fibrous 
plates,  like  feathers. 

Sal  ammoniac  appears  from  "ex- 
periments to  be  compofed  of  ma- 
rine acid  united  with  a  volatile  al- 
kali;  he.nce  called  ammonia  jnuriata. 
If  mingled  with  fixed  falts,  or  ab- 
forbent  earths,  and  expofcd  to  a 
moderate  fire,  a  large  quantity  of 
pure  volatile  fait  fublimes,  the  acid 
■  remaining  united  with  the  inter- 
medium ;  if  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  with  quicklime,  an  ex- 
<.  ceding  penetrating  volatile  fpirit 
arifes,  but  no  folid  fait  is  obtained. 
Expofed  alone  to  a  confiderable 
i'i'.nt,  it  fublimes  entire,  without 
-  :>I-frri';T,'.  of  its  former  proper- 


ties :  ground  with  certain  metallic 
fubftances,  it  elevates  fome  part  of 
them  along  with  itielf,  and  con- 
cretes with  tlie  remainder  into  a 
mafs,  which  readily  Hows  into  a 
liquor  in  a  moift  air.  This  appears 
in  molt  refpefts  fimilar  to  a  fatu- 
rated  folution  of  the  metal  made 
diredly  in  fpirit  of  fait. 

Pure  fal  ammoniac  is  a  perfectly 
neutral  fait,  capable  of  attenuating 
vifcid  humours^  and  promoting  a  dia- 
pliorejis,  or  the  urinary  difcliarge,  ac- 
cording to  certain  circumftances  in 
the  conftitution,  or  as  the  patient 
is  managed  during  the  operation. 
If  a  dram  of  the  fait  lie  taken,  dij- 
fol-jcd  ill  luater,  and  the  patii^nt  kept 
warm,  it  generally  proves  fudor  fic  ; 
by  moderate  exercife,  or  walking 
in  the  open  air,  its  aSlion  is  deter~ 
mined  to  the  kidns;:s  f  a  large  dofe 
gmtly  loofens  the  belly ;  and  a  Jlill 
largtr  proves  emetic.  This  fait  is  re- 
commended by  many  as  an  excel- 
lent febrfuge,  and  by  fome  has  been 
held  a  great  fecret  in  the  cure  of  inter- 
mittents.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  toiv- 
erful  aperient,  and  feems  to  pafs  into 
the  tninnteft  veffels ;  audj  as  fuch, 
may  in  fome  cafes  be  of  fervice, 
either  alone,  or  joined  with  bitters, 
or  the  bark,  where  the  latter  would 
by  itfelf  produce  dangerous  ob- 
ftrucftions,  or  aggravate  thofe  al- 
ready formed.  This  fait  is  fome- 
times employed  externally  as  an 
antifeptic,  and  in  lotions  and  fomen- 
tations, for  cedematous  tumours: 
as  alfo  in  gargarifms  for  inflamma- 
tions of  the  tonfls,  and  for  attenu- 
ating and  diffolving  thick  vifcid  tnii- 
cus.  Some  ufe  it  in  form  of  lotion, 
in  certain  ulcers,  and  for  removing 
common  warts. 

Med.  Virt.  Deohjlruent — Sudo- 
rific —  Diuretic. 

SAL  CATHARTIC  US  AMA- 
RUS: Magnefia  wtrioLua  {L.  £.] 

The  bitter  purging  fait;  extraft- 
ed  from  the  bitter  liquor  remaining 
after  the  cryf^allization  of  common 

a 


THE  MATERIA  MEDICA. 


Part  II 


fait  from  fea.water.  It  was  fir  ft 
prepared  as  a  cheap  fiibftitute  to 
the  fait  of  the  Epfom  and  other 
purging  mineral  waters,  from  which 
it  does  not  confiderablv  differ,  ei- 
ther  m  fenfible  qualities  or  medi- 
cal effeds.  We  iifually  meet  with 
jt  in  minute  cryftals,  of  a  fnowy 
appearance;  dilfolved  in  water,  and 
cryftallized  afrefli,  it  concretes,  if 
properly  managed,  into  larger  ones, 
of  a  rectangular  prifmatic  figure, 
refembling  thofe  of  the  artificial  ca- 
thartic fait  of  Glauber,  for  which 
they  are  fometimes  fubdituted  in 
the  fliops. 

.  All  thefe  falts  have  a  penetrating 
bitterifli  tafte  :  they  diflblve  in  lefs 
than  an  equal  weight  of  water:  in 
a  moderate  heat,  they  melt,  bubble 
up  into  bliflers,  and  foon  change 
into  a  wjiite  fpongy  mafs,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  half  their  weight. 
This  calx  taftes  bitterer  than  the 
falts  did  at  firft,  and  almoft  totally 
diflblves  again  in  water.  The  acid 
of  thefe  Talts  is  chiefly  the  vitriolic  : 
the  ba^s  of  t!te  natural  is  a  fine  ab- 
forbent  earth  ;  of  the  artificial,  an 
alkaline  fait,  the  fame  with  the  ba- 
fis  of  fea-falt.  Hence,  upon  addtng 
alkaline  falts  to  a  folution  of  the 
falts  of  Glauber,  no  change  en- 
fues :  whilfl:  the  falts  obtained  from 
the  pui  ging  waters,  or  the  bittern 
of  marine  waters,  grows  milky  up- 
on this  addition,  and  depofil  their 
earth,  the  alkaline  fait  being  taken 
tip  its  place- 

The  fal  catharticus  is  a  mild  and 
gentle  purgative,  operating  with  fuf- 
ficient  ethcacy,  and  in  general  with 
cafe  and  fafcty,  rarely  occafwning 
any  gripes,  ficknefs,  or  tlie  other  in- 
convenicncics  with  -which  purgatives  of 
the  refinous  kind  are.  too  often  accom- 
panied. Six  or  eight  drams  may  be 
diflblved  for  a  dofe  in  a  proper 
quantity  of  common  water  ;  or 
four,  five,  or  more,  in  a  pint, 
or  q\iart,  of  the  purging  waters. 

Thefe  liquors  may  likewifc  be  fo  ma- 


naged as  to  promote  evacuation  hy  the 
other  emuntlorlfs.  If  the  patient  be 
kept  warm,  they  increafe  pcrfpira- 
tion  ;  by  moderate  exercifc  in  a  cool 
air,  the  urinary  df charge. 

Med.  Viht.  Laxative. 

Puup.  Magnrfa. 

SAL  COMMUNE  -.  Salmuriati- 
cus  :  Soda  muriaia  [L.  £.]  Common, 
or  alimentary  fait.  This  is  a  neu- 
tral fait,  differing  from  moft  others 
in  occafioning  drought  when  fwal- 
lowed.  It  diffolves  in  fomewhat 
lefs  than  three  times  its  weight  of 
water  ;  the  folution  (lowly  evapo- 
rated, and  fet  to  flioot,  affords  cu- 
bical cryfl;als,  which  unite  together 
into  the  form  of  hollow  truncated 
pyramids.  Expofed  to  the  fire,  it 
crackles  and  flies  about,  or  decre- 
pitates, as  it  is  called  ;  foon  after 
it  melts,  and  appears  fluid  as  water. 
A  fmall  quantity  of  this  fait,  added 
to  the  nitrous  acid,  enables  it  to 
diffolve  gold,  but  rendeis  it  unfit 
for  diffolving  filver.  If  a  folution 
of  filver  be  poured  iiito  liquors 
containing  even  a  minute  portion 
of  common  fait,  the  whole  imme- 
diately grows  turbid  and  white ; 
this  phsenomenon  is  mving  to  the 
precipitation  of  the  filver. 

This  fait  is  either  found  in  a  fo- 
lid  form  in  the  bo\^els  of  the  earth, 
or  dillblved  in  the  waters  of  the  fea 
or  faline  fprings. 

I.  Sal gcnnna:.  Rock  fait.  This 
is  met  with  in  feveral  parrs  of  the 
world,  but  in  the  greateft  plenty 
in  certain  deep  mines,  of  prodigi- 
ous extent,  near  Cricow,  in  Po- 
land ;  fome  is  likewife  found  in 
England,  particularly  in  Chefliire. 
It  is  for  the  mofl:  part  very  hard, 
fometimes  of  an  opake  fnowy  white- 
nefs,  fometimes  of  red,  green,  blue, 
and  other  colours.  When  pure,  it 
is  perfeftly  tranfparent  and  colour- 
lefs ;  the  other  forts  are  purified  by 
folution  in  water  and  cryfiallisa- 
tion,  in  order  to  fit  ihem  for  the 
common  ufes  of  lalt. 
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3.  Sal  manmis.  The  fait  extraifl- 
ed  from  lea-water  aiul  laline  fpiings. 
Sea- waters  yield  troin  one-fiitieth 
to  one  thirti'etii  their  weight  of  pure 
fait.  Several  fprings  afford  much 
larger  quantities;  the  celebrated 
ones  of  our  .own  country  at  Naut- 
wich,  Northwich,  and  Droitwich, 
yield  (iccording  to  Dr.  Brownrigg) 
from  one-fixth  to  fomewhat  more 
than  one-third.  There  are  two 
methods  of  obtaining  the  common 
fall  from  thefe  natural  folutions 
of  it :  the  one,  a  hafty  evaporation 
of  the  aqueous  fluid  till  the  fait 
begins  to  concrete,  and  fall  in 
grains  to  the  bottom  of  the  evapo- 
rating pan,  whence  it  is  raked  out, 
and  fet  in  proper  veflels  to  drain 
from  the  brine  or  bittern  :  the 
other,  a  more  fl5w  and  gradual 
evaporr.tion,  continued  no  longer 
than  till  a  faline  cruft  forms  on  the 
top  of  the  liqiior,  which,  upon  re- 
moving the  fire,  foon  begins  to 
flioot,  and  run  into  crvftals  of  a 
cubical  figure.  In  the  warmer  cli- 
mates, both  thefe  proceffes  are  ef- 
'fected  by  the  heat  of  the  fun.  The 
falts  obtained  by  them  differ  very 
confiderably:  that  got  by  a  haffy 
evapo.-ation  is  very  apt  to  relent  in 
a  moift  air,  and  rqn  per  deliquium  ; 
an  inconveniwice  to  which  the 
icryftallized  fait  is  not  fiibjeft  :  this 
latter  is  likewife  found  better  for 
the  preferving  of  meat,  and  for 
'fundry  other  purpofes. 

Common  fait,  in  fmall  quanti- 
ties, is  fuppofed  to  be  ivarmivg, 
dryirt'^,  and  to  promole  appetite  and 
digejlion.  In  large  elofes,  as  half  an 
ounce,  proves  cathartic.  It  is 
Ibmetimcs  ufed  to  check  the  operation 
of  emetic zni\  make  them  run  o>J' by 
Jiool ;  a!id  as  a  Jlimuliii  in  ^hjlers. 

Med.  Vi?t.  Stimulant  -  Ccithar  tic . 

SALEP,  a  celebrated  relfora- 
tive  among  the  Turks,  is  pro- 
bably the  prepared  root  of  certain 
plants  of  the  orchii  kind.  This 
drug,  as  fometimcs  brought  to  us,  is 


in  oval  pieces,  of  a  yellowifli  white 
colour,  fomewhat  clear  and  pellu- 
cid, very  hard,  and  almofl:  horny, 
of  little  or  no  fmell,  and  tafliii^ 
like  gum  tragacantli.  Satyrion  root, 
boiled  in  water,  freed  from  the  fl<in, 
and  afterwards  fufpended  in  the  air 
to  dry,  gains  exaftly  ^he  fame  ap- 
pearance ;  the  roots  thus  prepared 
dilTdve  in  boiling  water  into  a  mu- 
cilage. Geoffroy,  who  firft  com- 
municated this  preparation  of  or- 
chis, recommends  it  in  confiimp- 
tions,  in  bilious  Jyfcnicries^  diarrltos- 
as,  dyfury^  calculous  complaints,  and 
difordcrs  of  the  breafi  proceeding  from 
an  acrii?iony  of  the  juices, 

Salep,  as  an  article  of  diet,  is 
confidered  to  be  extremely  nu- 
tritious. An  ounce  of  this  powder 
with  the  fame  quantity  of  portable 
foup  which  is  dried,  diffolved  in. 
tv.'o  quarts  of  water,  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  fubfiftence  for  a  man  for  one- 
day ;  it  forms'  a  rich  thick  jelly, 
Befides  the  complaints  above  fpeci- 
fied,  falep  is  recommended  in  the 
fymptomatic  fever  arifing  from  ab- 
forption  of  pus,  from  ulcers  in  the 
lungs,  wounds,  and  from  amputa- 
tions :  and  ufed  plentifully  is  an 
admirable  demulcent,  and  well  ad- 
aj>ted  to  refift  the  diifolution  of  the 
crafis  of  the  blood,  which  is  evi- 
dent in  thefe  cafes.  The  propefefi: 
time  for  gathering  the  root  is  when 
the  feed  is  formed  and  the  ftalk 
is  ready  to  fall,  becaufe  the  new 
b\ilb,  of  which  the  falep  is  made, 
is  then  arrived  at  its  full  maturity. 

Med.  Vxrt.  Coagulant  aiid  ccV' 
roborative. 

SALIX  [£.]  Salix  fragilis  Lin. 
Common  p'hite  willow  :  a  pretty 
large  tree,  frequent  in  woods  and 
moifl  places ;  it  differs  from  the 
other  willows,  in  the  oblong  point- 
ed ferrated  leaves  being  hoary  on 
both  fides,  though  moft  fo  on  the 
lower,  and  in  the  branches  being 
brittle. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  pofFelTes  a 
Q  2 
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confi^rable  degree  of  bitternefs 
and  aflriiigency,   and  has  lately 
been  found   an  ufcful  medicine  in 
ogiirs,  of  which  many  perfons  have 
been  cured  by  taking  a  dranri  of  the 
powdered  bark  every  four  hours 
during  the'  intermiffions  ;  though 
in  fome  cafes  it  was  necelFary  to 
join  to  it  a  httle  Peruvian  bark  (fee 
tlie  Philofophical  Tranfa£lions  for 
the  year  1763).    It  has  however 
been  thought  a  good  fubflitute  for 
the  bark,  and  iias  upon  trial  ftopt 
the  paroxyfms  of  intermittents,  and 
has  been  recommended  in  other 
cafes  requiring  tonic  and  aftrin- 
gent  remedies. 

Med.  Virt.  Corroborant. 

SALVIA  officinalis  folia.  Lin. 
S.  P.  Sage,  or  fa ge  of  virtue ;  the 
leaves  [L.  £.] 

There  are  different  varieties  of 
fage  common  in  our  gardens,  and 
flower  in  May  and  June  :  the  green 
and  red  common  fages  diifer  no 
othervvife  than  in  the  colour  of  the 
leaves  )  the  feeds  of  one  and  the 
fame  plant  produce  both  :  the  fmall 
fort  isNi  difiinft  fpecies  ;  its  leaves 
are  narrower  than  the  others,  ge- 
nerally of  a  whitifli  colour,  and 
never  red;  moit  of  them  have  at 
t!ie  bottom  a  piece  ftancling  out  on 
«:'ach  fide  in  the  form  of  cars.  Both 
forts  are  model  at  ely  ivarm  aroma  tics, 
aiccompanied  i:jith  a  Jligfit  degree  of 
Hjiringcncy  and  bitternefs  j  the  fmall 
fort  is  the  flrongeft,  the  large  mofl 
agreeable. 

In  ancient  times  fage  was  cele- 
brated as  a  medicine  of  great  tffi - 
cnc)',  infomuch  that  its  name  was 
derived  from  its  falutary  qualities 
— Cur  moriatur  homo,  cui  falvia  crefcit 
in  horto  ?  —  Salvia  falvatrix,  natures 
conciliatrix  —  Salvia  cum  rutd  faci- 
unt  tibi  pocula  tuta.  But  at  prefcnt 
few  pra6fitioners  confider  it  as  an 
article  of  nuich  importance  in  the 
materia  medica. 

Its  real  elfefts  are,  to  moderately 
ii:arm  and  fircngthen  the  vrffcls  ;  and 


hence,  in  cold -phlegmatic  habits.  It 
excitts  appetite,  and  proves ferviceabU 
in  debilities  of  the  Jiomach  and  nervous 
fyjlcm.  The  belt  preparation  for 
thcfe  purpofes  is  an  iniufion  of  tlie 
dry  leaves,  drunk  as  tea  ;  or  a  tinc- 
ture, or  extract,  made  with  re6lifjcd 
fpirit,  taken  in  proper  dufes;  thefe 
contain  the  whole  virtues  of  the 
fage  the  diftilled  water  and  elfeu- 
tial  oil,  only  its  warmth  and  aro- 
matic quality,  without  any  thing 
of  its  roughnefs  or  bitteriflinefs. 
Aqueous  infufions  of  the  leave?, 
with  the  addition  of  a  little  lemon 
juice,  prove  an  ufful  diluting  drink 
in  febrile  ciifordcrs,  of  an  elegant  co- 
lour, and  furticiently  acceptable  lo 
the  palate. 

InfuL-d  in  fpirits  or  wine,  Van 
Swieten  found  it  remarkably  effi- 
cacious in  flopping  night  fweats  ; 
and  a  llrong  infufion  of  fage  in 
warm  water  has  been  found  to  an- 
fwer  the  fame  purpofc.  He  alfo 
found  it  ufcful  in  reftraining  too 
great  a  flow  of  milk  from  the  breafts 
of  women  after  they  had  w^'aned 
their  children.  And  from  the  ex- 
periments of  Ethinger  n  is  dif- 
covered  to  have  a  confiderable  fliare 
of  antifeptic  power. 

Mf.u.  Virt.  Stimulant  —  A- 
firingcnt. 

SAP.IBI^I  flores,  bdccce,  cortex 
interior:  Sd7nbuci  ni^r/e  Lin.  Com- 
mon black-berritd  elder  ;  the  inner 
bark,  flowers,  and  berries  [L.  £.] 
This  is  a  large  fln-ub,  frequent 
in  hedges.  It  fiovvers  in  May,  and 
ripens  in  Septeuiber.  The  inner 
GREEN  BARK  of  its  trunk  has 
fcarcely  any  fmell,  and'very  little 
tafle;  on  full  diewing,  it  iniprefles  x 
degree  of  fvveetilhnefs,  which  isfuc- 
cceded  by  a  flight  acrimony,  which 
continues  for  fome  time,  and  which 
it  imparts  both  to  watery  and  fpi- 
rituous  menfirua.  It  \s  frovgly.ca- 
thartic,  and  is  recommended  a";  an 
eftc^jiallydiagogue.  Three  haudfulls 
bniicd  in  one  quart  of  milk  and 
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water  to  a  pint,  of  which  one  half 
is  to  be  taken  at  night,  and  the  other 
in  the  morning,  and  repeated  for 
feveral  days,  iifually  operates  both 
upwards  and  downwards;  and  from 
thefc  evacuations  its  utility  is  de- 
rived. Or  an  infufion  of  it  in  wine, 
or  the  expreffed  juice,  in  the  dofe 
of  half  an  ounce,  or  an  ounce,  is 
faid  to  purge  moderately,  and  in 
fmall  clo/es  to  prone  an  efficacious  dcob- 
jlruent,  capable  of  promoting  all 
the  fluid  fecretions.  The  young 
lu-Js,  or  rudiments  of  the  leaves,  are 
Jirtngly  purgati-je,  and  a6t  with  fo 
much  violence  as  to  be  defervedly 
accounted  unfafe.  The  flowers 
are  very  different  in  quality  :  thefe 
have  an  agreeable  aromatic  flavour, 
which  they  give  ov£r  in  diflillation 
with  water,  and  impart  by  infufion 
to  vinous  and  fpirituous  liquors. 
Infufions  made  from  the  frefli  flow- 
ers are  gently  laxative  and  aperient ; 
when  dry,  they  are  fuppofed  to  be 
diaphoretic  ;  and  particularly  ufe- 
fi;l  in  eryfipelatous  and  cuiicular 
uiforders.  Externally  they  are 
ufed  in  fomentations,  in  glyfters, 
and  for  making  an  ointment.  The 
BERRIES  have  a  Iweetifli,  not  un- 
pleafant  tafle  :  neverthelefs,  eaten 
in  fubftance,  they  off'end  the  fi^o- 
mach  :  the  exprelTed  juice,  infpif- 
fated  to  the  confiftence  of  a  rob, 
fi'oves  an  u/fful  aperient  medicine  ;  it 
opens  oLJlrudlons  cf  the  vifcera,  pro- 
motes the  natural  evacuations,  and,  if 
continued  for  a  length  of  time, 
doe;  conjiderable  fervice  in  fundry  chro- 
nical dijirders.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  this  juice  (which  in  its  natural 
ftate  is  of  a  purplifli  colour;  tinges 
vinous  fpirits  of  a  deep  red. 

The  berries  zxt  faid  to  be  poifon- 
ous  to  poultry,  and  the  Jloivers  to 
peacocl-.>.  If  turnips,  cabbages, 
fniit-frees,  or  corn,  which  are  fub- 
jeft  to  blight  from  ti  variety  of 
infetfls,  are  whipped  with  the  green 
leaves  and  branches  of  elder  ;  the 
infers  will  not  attack  them. 


M£D.  ViRT.  Cathartic — Aroma- 
tic—  Aperient. 

pRET.  Ointment— Infpijfated  juice. 
SANGUIS  DRACOlVIS 
Dragon'j-blood,  a  refin  brought 
from  the  Ead:- Indies,  either  in  oval 
drops,  wrapped  up  in  flag  leaves,  or 
in  large  malfes,  compofed  of  fmal- 
ler  tears.  The  writers  on  the  ma- 
teria medica  in  general  give  the 
preference  to  the  former,  though' 
the  latter"  is  not  unfrequently  of 
equal  goodnefs  ;  the  fine  dragons- 
blood  of  either  fort  breaks  fmooth, 
free  from  any  vifible  impurities,  of 
a  dark  red  colour,  which  changes, 
upon  being  powdered,  into  an  ele- 
gant bright  crimfon.  Several  arti- 
ficial compofitions,  coloured  with 
the  true  dragons-blood,  or  Brazil 
wood,  are  fonietimes  fold  in  the 
room  of  this  commodity  :  fome  of 
thefe  diflblve,  like  gums,  in  water; 
others  crackle  in  the  fire,  without 
proving  inflammable;  whilfl  the  ge- 
nuine/unguis  draconis  readily  melts  and 
catches  Jlame,  and  is  not  ailed  on  by 
ivatery  liquors.  It  totally  diffolves 
in  pure  fpirit,  and  tinges  a  large 
quantity  of  the  menflruum  of  a  deep 
red  colour :  it  is  likewife  foliible 
in  exprefled  oils,  and  gives  them  a 
red  hue,  lefs  beautiful  than  that 
communicated  by  anchufa.  This 
drusj,  in  fubRance,  has  no  fenfible 
fmell  or  tafte;  when  diflolved,  it 
difc overs  fotne  degree  of  "xarmth  and 
pungency.  It  is  ufually  looked  upon 
as  a  gentle  aflringent,  and  fometimes 
direfted  as  iuch,  in  extemporaneous 
prefcription,  againfl  feminal  gleets, 
the  fuor  albus,  and  other  fluxes :  in 
thefe  cafes,  it  produces  the  general 
efle(£ts  of  refinous  bodies,  Jlightiy 
incrajj'ating  the  fatids,  and  fomeivhat 
flrengthening  the  folids.  It  is  alfo 
aftriiigcnt,  and  ufed  in  uterine  hae- 
morrhages, with  alum  ;  but  now 
gives  i)iace  to  a  more  efficacious 
gum  refin,  called  kino,  that  by 
excifion  exudes  from  aa  African 
tree  called  Pan  defang. 

'     Q  3 
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MbD.  Virt.  JJlrhgent. 
SANTALUM  CITRINUM 
[£.]  Yellow  famiders:  a  pale  yel- 
lowifli  wood  brought  from  the  Eaft 
Indies ;  of  a  pleafant  fmell,  and  a 
bitterifli  aromatic  tallc,  accompa- 
nied with  an  agreeable  kind  of 
pu agency.  This  elegant  wood 
might  undoubtedly  be  applied  to 
valuable  medical  purpofes,  though 
3t  prefent  very  rarely  made  ufe  of. 
It  is  fcarcely  ever  direfted  in  ex- 
temporaneous prefcription.  Diftill- 
ed  with  water,  it  yields  a  fragrant 
effential  oil,  which  thickens,  in  the 
cold,  into  the  confidence  of  a  bal- 
fajT),^  Digefled  in  pure  fpirit,  it 
imparts  a  rich  yellow  tinfture ; 
■which  being  committed  to  diftilla- 
tion,  the  fpirit  arifes,  without 
bringing  over  any  thing  confider- 
able  of  the  flavour  of  the  fannders. 
The  refiduum  contains  the  virtue 
pf  fix  times  its  weight  of  the  wood, 
Hoffman  looks  upon  this  extraft  as 
a  medicine  of  JImilar  virtues  to  am- 
ir, gris ;  and  recommends  it  as  a7i 
excellent  rejlorativi  in  great  ciebiii- 
iies.  ^ 

SANTALUM  RUBRUM  {L. 
JE.]  Pterocarpus  Santolinus  L,in.  S, 
P.  Red  faunders;'  a  wood  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  large  bil- 
lets, of  a  compaft  texture,  a  dull 
red,  almoft  blackifli,  colour  on  the 
outhde,  and  a  deep  brighter  red 
within.  This  wood  has  no  maniv 
feft  fmpll,  and  little  or  no  tafte.  It 
has  been  commended  as  a  mild 
cjlringent^  and  a  ccrrobmavt  of  the 
nervQiis  fyfiem  ;  but  thefe  are  quali- 
ties tjiat  belojig  only  to  the  yellow 
fort. 

The  principal  ufe  of  red  faun- 
ders is  as  a  colouring  drug;  it 
communicates  a  deep  red  to  redVi- 
fied  fpirit,  but  gives  no  tinge  to 
aqueous  liquors:  a  fmall  quantity 
pf  the  refin,  extrafted  by  means 
of  fpirit,  tinges  a  large  one  of 
frefli  fpirit,  of  an  elegant^  blood 
ired.   There  is  fcarce  any  oil,  that 


of  lavender  excepted,  to  which  it 
communicates  its  colour.  GeofFrqy, 

and  other?,  take  notice,  that  the 
Brazil  woods  are  fometimes  fubfti- 
tuted  for  red  faunders;  and  the 
college  of  BruflTcls  are  in  doubt 
whether  all  that  is  fold  among  them  • 
for  faunders,  be  not  really  a  wood 
of  that  kind.  According  to  the 
account  which  they  have  given, 
their  faunders  is  certainly  the  Bra- 
zil wood;  the  diftinguifliing' cha- 
racter of  which  is,  that  it  imparts 
its  colour  to  common  water. 

SANTONICUM  [L.  £.]  Arte- 
m'tfia fantonicum  Lin.  S.  P.  The  top, 
commonly  called  n.vorm-fted.  The 
produce  of  a  plant  of  the  worm- 
wood or  mugwort  kind,  growing 
in  the  Levant. 

It  is  a  fmall,  light,  chaffy  feed- 
like  appearance,  compofed  as  it 
were  of  a  number  of  thin  membra- 
nous coats,  of  a  yellowifli  colour, 
an  unpleafant  fmell,  and  a  very 
bitter  tafle.  Thefe  are  celebrated 
for  anthelmintic  virtues  (which 
they  have  in  common  with  other 
bitters),  and  are  fometimes  taken 
in  this  intention,  either  along  with 
melafles,  or  candied  with  fugar ; 
their  unpleafant  tafte  renders  the. 
form  of  a  powder  or  deco(flion  in- 
convenienj:.  They  are  not  very 
often  met  with  genuine  in  the 
fiiops. 

They  are  alfo  confidered  as Jioi 
machic  and  emmenagogue.  The 
quality  of  deflroying  worms  has 
been  attributed  folely  to  their  bit- 
terneft  :  but  from  the  experiments 
of  Bagliv;  and  Redi,  they  pofr 
fefs  fome  other  more,  powerful 
property  ;  for,  immerfed  in  a  flrong 
infufion  of  thefe  feed-like  tops, 
worms  were  killed  in  five,  feven, 
or  eight  hours;  whilft  in  the'infu- 
fion  of  wormwood  and  that  of 
agaric,  they  continued  to  live  mor<? 
than  thirty  hours. 

To  adults,  the  dofe  in  fubftance 
is  from  one  to  two  drams  twicp  » 
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day ;  but  the  fpirituous  cxtra<ft  is 
the  moit  eligible  preparation. 

Med.  ViRT.  Anthelmintic. 

Prep.  Extras. 

SAPO  [L.  £.]  Sapo  ex  oho  oli- 
va  ct  tiatro  confeHus  [L.]  White 
Spnuiih  fo.ip  [£.] 

SAPO  MOLLIS.  Common  foft 
foap. 

S.-1P0  NIGER,  feu  Kvlanof- 
vicgma.    Black  foft  foap. 

Soap  is  compofed  of  exprelTed 
vegetable  oils,  or  animal  fats,  unit- 
ed with"  alkaline  lixivia.  The 
•WHITE  HARD  SOAP  is  made  with 
the  finer  kinds  of  oil  olive;  the 
COMMON  SOFT  SORT,  with  coarfcr 
oilj,  fat,  tallow,  or  a  mixture  of 
all  thefe;  and  the  black  (as  is 
laid)  with  train  oil.  . 

The  purer  hard  Ibap  is  the  only 
fort  intended  for  internal  ufe.  This 
triturated  with  oily  or  refinous 
matters,  renders  them  foluble  in 
water,  and  hence  becomes  an  ufe- 
fiil  ingredient  in  pills  compofed  of 
refins,  promoting  their  diflbiution 
in  the  flomach,  and  union  with  the 
animal  fluids  ;  but  gum  mucilnge 
is  found  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  bet- 
ter. Boerhave  was  a  great  ad m.irer 
of  foap  ;  and  in  his  private  prac- 
tice fcldom  prefcribed  any  refinous 
pills  without  it ;  nnlefs  where  an 
I'kalefcent  or  putrid  ftate  of  the 
.jices  forbade  its  ufe.  From  the 
fame  quality,  foap  likewife  feems 
well  fitted  for  dilloiving  fnch  oily 
or  uncluous  matters  as  it  may  meet 
■  ith  in  the  body,  attfiiuatitig  rjifcid 
:iices,  opening  objlrudions  of  the  "jif- 
'  '■^7,  and  (leteiging  all  the  vejjils  it 
'^-fjjc:  through.  It  is  likevvife  a  fi'yiy- 
crful  mcnfiruum  for  the  human  calcu- 
lus :  a  folution  of  it  in  lime  water 
is  one  of  the  Jlrongefl  dijjfohciits  thnt 
can  be  taken  inith  fafety  into  the  Jio- 
":ach  ;  the  virtue  of  this  compofi- 
iion  is  confidcrably  greater  than 
trie  aggregate  of  the  diiTolving  pow- 
ers of  the  foap  and  lime  water  when 
ii.'.rTilx'.d, 


Acids  fliould  never  be  ufed  witli 
foap,  hecaui'i:  they  decompound  it, 
by  uniting  with  the  alkaline  fair, 
and  thus  feparating  it  from  the  oil. 
In  moderate  quantity,  foap  fel- 
dom  can  enter  the  circulation  in 
its  perfect  (late ;  becaufe,  as  there 
always  is  more  or  iefs  of  an  acid  in 
the  liomach,  the  foap  mufl  be  de- 
compounded. It  is  therefore  con- 
fictered  as  a  very  good  correHor  of 
acidity  in  the  prim/e -vi^e.  If  there- 
fore any  fervice  is  to  be  expeded 
from  foap  as  a  deobftruent  and  de- 
tergent, it  muft  be  given  in  larger 
dofes  than  are  commonly  prefcrib- 
ed, or  they  fliould  be  much  more 
, frequently  repeated. 

Soap  united  with  reftified  fpirit, 
camphor,  and  eflential  oils,  forms 
an  agreeable  external  application 
for  fuperficial  tumours,  or  others 
more  deeply  feated,  ftrains,  bruif- 
es,  &c. 

The  foft  foaps  are  more  pene- 
trating and  acrimonious  than  the 
hard.  The  only  medical  ufe  of 
thefe  is  for  fome  external  pur- 
pofes. 

Med.  ViRT.  Refohent  — 
lating. 

Prep.  Plajier  —  Liniment 
f am— Pills. 

SAPONARIjE  folia, 
Saponaria    officinalis  Lin. 
wort,  or  bruifewort ;  the  herb  and 
root. 

This  grows  wild,  though  not 
very  common,  in  low  wet  places, 
and  by  the  fides  of  running  waters; 
a  double-flowered  fort  is  frequent 
in  our  gardens.  The  leaves  have  a 
birter,  not  agreeable  rade  ;  agitated 
with  water,  they  raiie  a  faponace- 
ous  froth,  which  is  faid  to  have 
nearly  the  fame  effefbs  with  folu- 
tlons  of  foap  itfelf  in  takiijg  out 
fpots  from  cloths,  and  the  like. 
The  roots  tafre  f.veetifn,  and  forae^ 
what  pungent;  and  have  a  light 
fjncll  like  thofe  of  liquorice;  di- 
gcftcd  in  rp-^ifled  fpirit,  thcv  yielcj 
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a  ft rong  tincture,  which  lofes  no- 
thing  of  its  tafle  or  flavour  in  being 
iufpiflated  to  the  confiftency  of  an 
extradt.  Tliis  elegant  root  has  not 
come  much  into  praftice  an  105  iis, 
though  it  promifes,  from  its  ionfi- 
ble  qualities,  to  be  a  medicine  of 
confiderable  utility.  It  is  greatly 
efteemed  by  the  German  phyficians 
as  an  aperient^  corroborant^  and  fu- 
(hrific ;  and  preferred  by  the  col- 
lege of  Wirtemberg,  Stahl,  Neu- 
mann, and  others,  to  farfaparilla. 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient  —  Corro- 
borant —  Sudorijic. 

SARCOCOLLA    [Z,.]  Pi^^a 
farcocolla  Lin.    A  concrete  juice, 
brought  from  Perfla  and  Arabia, 
iq  fmall,   whitifti,  yellow  grxiins, 
with  a  few  of  a  reddifli,  and  fome- 
times  of  a  deep  red  colour,  mixed 
■with  them  ;  the  whitcll  tears  are 
preferred,   as  being  the  freflieft. 
Its   tafte   is   bitter,  accompanied 
■with  a  dull   kind   of  fweetnefs. 
This  drug  difTolves  in  watery  li- 
quors, and  appears  to  be  chietly 
of  the  gwmmy  kind,  with  a  fmall 
mixturcvof  refinous  matter.    It  is 
principally  celebrated  for  covglnti- 
Tiat'i.'.'g  luounds  andnJcrrs  (whence  its 
name     trfZixoicoXXa   fle(h-glue),  a 
quality  to  which  neither  this,  nor 
anv  other  drug,  lias  a  juft  title. 
Med.  Virt.  P'ulntrary. 
.  SARSAPARILLA  [L.  £.]  Sml- 
lax  Sarfaparilla  Lin,  S.  P.   A  root 
brought   froni  the  Spanidi  Weft 
Indies.    Itcondfts  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  long  ftrings  hanging  from 
one  head.     The  long  roots  (the 
only  part  made  ufe  of)  are  about 
the  thicknefs  of  a  goofe-quill,  or 
thicker,  flexible,  conipofed  of  fi- 
bres running  their  whole  length, 
i'o  that  they  might  be  itript,  into 
pieces  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
They  have  a  glutinous,  bittcrifli, 
•nor  ungrateful  tafte  ;  and  no  fmell. 
This  root  was  firft  brought  into 
Europe  by  the  Spaniards,  about  the 
year  1563,  with  the  charaflerof  a 


fpecific  for  the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea, 
which  made  its  appearance  a  little 
before  that  time,  and  likewife  of 
Jiveral    obflinate    chronic  diforder.:. 
Whatever   good   effects  it  might 
have  produced  in  the  warmer  cli- 
mates,  it  proved  unfuccefsful  in 
this ;   infomuch  that  many  have 
denied  it  to  have  any  virtue  at  all. 
It  appears  however  from  experi- 
ence, that,  though  greatly  unequal 
to  the  character  which  it  bore  at 
firft,  it  is  in  fome  Cafes  of  confi- 
derable  ufe  as  a  fudorific,  where 
more  acrid  medicines  are  impro- 
per. Dr.  CuLLHN  fays,  "  Were  I  to 
confiilt  my  own  experience  nlone, 
I  fliould  not  give  this  root  a  place 
in  the  materia  medica ;  for,  tried  in 
every  (liape,  I  never  have  found 
it  an  effeftual  medicine  in  fiph.ylis, 
or  any  other  difeafe :  ftill  it  is  fre- 
quently ufed  by  other  phyficians, 
who  appear  to  have  a  high  opinion 
of  its  efiicacy  ;  and,  though  they 
do  not  allow  that  it  will  alone  cure 
the  lues  venerea,  they  afi'ert  that, 
given  with  mercury,  the  cure  be- 
comes more  expeditious.    In  moft 
of  the  London  hofpitals  it  is  fre- 
quently in  ufe;  and  patients,  alter 
the  ufe  of  mercury,   have  been 
known  to  be  reftored  much  fooner 
to  their  health  by  this  rapt,  than 
could    be   accompliflied   by  any 
other  knovvn  medicine,  efpccially 
when  given  in  powder." 

In  rhcumaf.c  affeflions,  fcrophula, 
and  cutaneous  affeHiom,  or  where 
the  acrimony  of  the  fluids  prevails, 
this  root  is  recommended  ;  but 
fliould  be  continued  in  large  dofes 
for  a  confiderable  time;  viz.  two 
drams  of  the  powder  with  half  a 
pint  of  a  ftrong  decoftion,  twice 
a  day- 

The  preparations  are  a  decodion 
and  cxtraH  made  with  water;  a 
deco(flion  of  half  an  ounce  of  the 
root,  or  a  dram  of  the  ,  cxtraft, 
which  is  equivalent  thereto,  may 
be  taken  for  a  dofe. 
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]M  E  D .  V I R  T .  Alterant  —  Diapho  - 
relic. 

Pre  p.  Decoilion — Ex  trad. 
SASSAFRAS    [/..  £.]  Laurus 

fajjafras  L'.n.  S.  H.  \V'uod,  root, 
and  its  bark:  brought  to  us  in 
long  ftraight  pieXes,  very  light,  and 
of  a  fpongy  textiire,  covered  with 
a  rough  fungous  bark ;  outwardly 
of  an  afli-colour,  inwardly  of  the 
colour  of  ruRy  iron.  It  has  a  fra- 
grant Tnell,  and  a  f\>  eetifli,  aro- 
pnatic,  fubacrid  tafte :  the  bark 
tudes  much  ftronaer  than  anv 
other  part ;  and  the  unall  twigs 
flrongcr  than  the  large  pieces.  As 
to  the  V  irtues  of  this  root,  it  is  a 
"xarm  aperient,  diuretic,  diaphoretic, 
and  corroborant  ;  and  frequently 
employed,  with  {ucc^^,  for  purify- 
ing and  fweetening  the  'Hood  and  jui- 
ces. For  thefe  purpofes,  infufions 
made  from  the  rafped  root  or  bark, 
may  be  dmnk  as  tea.  In  fome 
conftiiutions,  thefe  liquors,  by  their 
fragrance,  are  apt,  on  firfl  taking 
them,  to  atteft  the  head  :  in  fiich 
cafes  they  may  be  advantageoufly 
freed  from  their  flavour  by  boil- 
ing ;  a  deco£tion  of  fadafras,  boil- 
ed down  to  the  confluence  of  art 
extract,  proves  (imply  bitteriA  and 

fubaftrlngent .  Hoffman  afTures  us, 
thiit  he  has  frequently  given  this 
extraSl  to  the  quantity  of  a  fcruple 
at  a  time  with  remarkable  fuccefs, 

f^r  flrengthening  the  tone  of  the  vifcera 
in  cachfxies  ;  as  alfo  in  the  decline  of 
intermittent  fevers,  and  in  hypochon- 
driacal rpafms.    Safl'afras  yields  in 

1  diftiliation  an  extremely  fragrnnt 

.  oil,  of  a  penetrating  pungent  tafte  ; 

;  fo  ponderous  (notwithftanding  the 
Hghtnefs  of  the  drug  itfelf)  as  to 

:  link  in  water.  Recfified  fpirit  ex- 
tracts the  whole  taRe  and  fmell  of 
faHafras  :,  and  cL-vatcs  nothing  in 
evaporation  ;  hence  the  fpirituous 
extract  proves  tije  moll  elegant  and 
efficacious  preparation,  as  contain- 
ing the  virtue  of  the  root  entire. 
It  is  however  now  thought  to  be 


of  very  little  importance,  and  fel- 
doin  emploNjtfl  but  in  coiijunifion 
with  uthQ«more  efficacious  medi- 
cines. 'S'^  only  oflicinal  prcpa- 
rationjj^ytlie  edential'  oil,  which 
may  ffe  given  from  two  to  ten 
drops  for  a  dofc. 

Med.  Virt.  Alterant  —  Aperient 
— -Corroborant . 

SATUREIM  hcrba:  Satterei.-e 
hortenfis  Lin.  Summer  favoury  ;  the 
herb. 

This  herb  is  raifed  anmially  in 
gardens  for  culinary  purpofes.  It 
is  a  very  pungent  warm  aromatic  ; 
and  'affords,  in  diliijlation  with 
water,  a  fubtile  effential  oii^  of  a 
penetrating  fmell,  and  very  hot, 
acrid  taffe.  It  yields  little  of  its 
virtues  by  infufion  to  aqueous  li- 
quors: reftified  fpirit  extracts  the 
whole  of  its  tafle  and  fmell,  and 
elevates  nothing  in  diH^illaiion. 

SATYRII  mARIS;W/x.-  Or- 
cltis  majcidce ,  Lin.  Orchis;  the 
root.,[£.] 

This  plant  is  frequent  in  fhndy 
places  and  moifl  meadows :  each 
plant  h^  two  oval  roots,  of  a 
whitifli  colour,  a  vifcid  fweetiili 
tafle,  and  a  faint  unpleafdnt  fmell. 
They  abound  with  a  glutinous  flimy 
juice.  With  regard  to  their  vir- 
tues, like  other  mucilaginous  vege- 
tables, they  thicken  t'be  thin  fcrous  hu- 
mours and  defend  the  folids  from  their 
acrimony:  they  have  alfo  been  ce- 
lebrated, ihqugh  on  no  very  good 
foundation,  for  analeptic  and  a- 
phrodifiac  virtues  :  and  frequently- 
made  ufe  of  in  thefe  intentions. 

SCAMMONIUM :  Co?ivolvulus 
Scammonia  Lin.  S.  P.  [  L.  £. j 
Scammony;  a  concrete  juice  m- 
tradfed  from  the  roots  oif  a  large 
climbing  plant  growing  in  Afi- 
atic  Turkey.  The  beft  comes  from 
Aleppo,  in  Hgiit,  fpimgy  mafles, 
eafily  friable,  of  a  fhining  afli  co- 
lour verging  to  black  ;  when  pow- 
dered, of  a  light  grey  or  whitifb 
colour.  An  inferior  ibrt  is  broucht 
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from  Smyrna,  in  more  compaft, 
IX)nderous  pieces,  of  a  darker  co- 
lour, -and  full  of  fand  and  other 
impurities.  This  juice  i.s  chiefly  of 
the  refinous  kind:  re6lified  fpirit 
diffolves  five  ounces  out  of  fix,  the 
remainder  is  a  mucilaginous  fub- 
ftance  mixed  with  drcjfs :  proof  fpi- 
rit totally  diflblves  it,  the  impu- 
rities only  being  left.  It  has  a  faint 
implcafant  fmell;  and  a  bitterifli 
fomewhat  acrimonious  tafte. 

Scammony  is  an  ejjicacious  and 
Jtrong  purgative.  Some  have  con- 
demned it  as  unfafe,  and  laid  many 
ilhqupJities  to  its  charge  ;  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is,  that  its  operation 
is  uncertain,  a  full  dofe  proving 
fometimes  ineffectual,  whiifl:  at' 
other  times  a  much  fmaller  one  oc- 
cafions  dangerous  hypercatharfes. 
This  difference  however  is  owing 
entirely  to  the  different  circum- 
ftances  of  the  patient,  and  not,  to 
any  ill  quality,  or  irregularity  of 
operation  in  the  medicine.  Where 
the  inteftines  are  lined  with  an  cx- 
cefiiv^lond  of  mucus,  the  fcam- 
mony  pafles  through,  without  ex- 
erting itfelf  upon  them  ;  where  the 
natural  mucus  is  deficient,  a  fmall 
dofe  of  this  or  any  other  refinous 
cathartic  irritates  and  infiames.- 
Many  have  endeavoured  to  abate 
the  force  of  this  drug,  and  correft 
its  imaginary  virulence,  by  ex- 
poung  it  to  the  fume  of  fulphur, 
difToIving  it  in  acid  juices,  and  the 
like:  but  this  could  do  no  more 
than  defl:roy  as  it  were  a  part  of 
the  medicine,  without  making  any 
alteration  in  the  reft.  Scammony 
in  fubftance,  judicioufly  managed, 
ftands  not  in  need  of  any  correftor  : 
if  triturated  with  fugar  or  with 
almonds,  as  we  have  formerly  re- 
commended for  other  refinous  pur- 
gatives, it  becomes  fnfficiently  fafe 
and  mild  in  operation.  It  may 
likewife  be  conveniently  diflblved, 
by  trituration,  in  a  Itrong  decoftioii 


of  liquorice,  and  then  poured  off 
from  the  feces.  The  college  of 
Wirtemberg  afTures  us,  that  by  this 
treatment  it  becomes  mildly  pur- 
gative, withourbeing  attended  with 
gripes,  or  other  inconveniencies : 
and  that  it  likewife  proves  inoffen- 
five  to  the  palate.  The  common 
dofe  of  fcammony  is  from  three  to 
twelve  grains. 

Med.  Viet,  Strongly  cathartic. 

Prep.   Vtdv.  e  Jcamm.  cornp.—^ 
Pulv.  e  Scatnm.  comp.  c.  Aloe-^Pulv. 
e  fcamm.    c.   Calomel.  —  Pulv.  e 
Jena  comp.    —    ExtraB.  colocynth. 
comp.  —  Pilul.  e  colocynth.  cum  aloe. 

SCILL^  radix :  Scilla:  mariti~ 
fiia  Lin.  Sp,  P.  The  fquill,  or 
lea- onion  ;  its  root  [L.  £.] 

This  is  a  fort  of  onion,  growing 
fpontaneoufly  upon  dry  fandy  (hores 
Jn  Spain  and  the  Levant,  whence 
the  root  is  annually  brought  into 
Europe.  It  fiiould  be  chofen 
plump,  found,  frcji!,  and  full  of  a 
clammy  tuice.  Some  have  preferred 
the  red  ibrt,  others  the  white,  though 
neither  deferves  the  preference  to 
the  other  ;  the  only  difference  per- 
ceivable betwixt  them,  is  that  of 
the  colour.  This  root  is  to  the 
tafte  very  naufeous,  intenfely  bit- 
ter  and  acrimonious  :  much  han- 
dled, it  exulcerates  the  fkin.  With 
regard  to  its  medical  virtues,  it 
powerfully  fiimulates  the  folids,  and 
attenuates  vifcid  juices,  and  by  thefe 
qualities  promotes  expeftoration,  urine^ 
and  (if  the  patient  be  kept  warm) 
fiveat.  If  the  dofe  be  confiderable, 
it  proves  emetic,  and  fometimes  ^//r- 
gative.  But  fliould  it  be  frequently 
repeated;  it  not  only  excites  naufea, 
tormina,  and  violent  vomiting  ;  but 
it  has  been  known  to  produce 
ftrangury,  bloody  urine,  hyper- 
catharfis',  cardialgia,  hremorrhoids, 
convulfions,  with  fatal  inflamma- 
tion and  gangrene  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels.  NotvVithftanding 
all  which,  under  proper  man?.g,<i-. 
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ment,  in  certain  cafes  and  confti- 
tutioiis,  it  may  be  made  a  medicine 
of  <^re.'.t  practical  utility,  and  of  real 
importance  in  many  oblHnate  dif- 
eafes.    In  <hopJical  cafes  it  has  long 
been  cRcemed  one  of  tl:e  moft  cer- 
tain and  effectual  diuretics  with 
which  we  have  been  acquainted, 
and  iifually  employed  in  humoral 
aj}h/;ias,  as  an  cxpeflorant.  The 
diuretic  etTefts  of  fquills  have  been 
fuppofed  to  be  promoted  by  the  ad- 
dition of  fome  mercurial,  particu- 
larlr  a  folutioa  of  corrolive  fubli- 
mate.    As  a  diuretic  the  beft  form 
is  powder,  as  being  Icfs  liable  to 
naufeate  the  ftomach  ;  though,  per- 
haps, when  flight  naufea  does  at- 
tend the  exhibition,  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  to  be  moft  efficacious.  From 
the  conftant  repetition  of  thefquill, 
the  dole  may  be  gradually  increaf- 
ed,  and  the  intervals  of  the  exhi- 
bition fliorter;  and.ifto  this  opium 
is  added,  it  will  prevent  its  purga- 
tive effcft,'  and  determine  more 
freely  to  the  kidneys  :  and  when  it 
takes  this  courfe,  it  will  be  of  life, 
and  generallv  fafe,  durina:  the  exhi- 
bition,  to  increafe  theulual  quanti- 
ty of  drink. 

The  principal  ufe  of  thismedicine 
is  inhere  the  prinue  via  abound  nuith  nm- 
fous  matter,  and  ths  lungs  are  opprejfed 
by  tenacious  phlegm.    Dr.  Wagner, 
(in  his  Clinical  Obfervations)  recom- 
mends it  given  along  with  nitre,  in 
hjdropical /'i\;ellings,  and  in  the  ne- 
fhriiis :  and  mentions  feveral  cures 
which  he  performed,  by  giving 
from  four  to  ten  grains  of  the  pow- 
er for  a  dofe,  mixed  with  a  double 
quantity  of  nitre.    He  fays,  that, 
thus  managed,  it  almoft  always  ope- 
rates as  a  diuretic,  though  fom<> 
times  it  vomits  or  purges.  The 
moft  commodious  form   for  the 
taking  of  fquills,  unlefs  when  de- 
figned  as  an  emetic,  is  that  of  a 
bolus  or  pill  :  liquid  forms  are  to 
moft  f^oplc  too  offenfive,  though 
\\:':k  n  ly  'be  rendered  lefi  difagrec- 


able  both  to  the  palate  and  ftomach, 
by  rhe  addition  of  aromatic  difiiU 
led  waters.  This  rooi  yields  the 
whole  of  its  virtues  both  to  aque- 
ous and  vinous  menftrua,  and  like- 
wile  to  vegetable  acids. 

Med.  ViRT.  PotutirJiiUy  diuretic 
—  ExpcHorant  —  Stimulant. 

Prep.    Syrup —  Oxymel  —  Fills 
Conjcri'e  —  f'^iriegar. 

SCORDII  Jucri  Scordii 

Lin.  S.  F.  Water-germander  j  the 
leaves  [L.  E.] 

This  is  a  fmall,  fomewhat  hairy 
plant,  growing  wild  in  fome  parts 
of -England,  though  not  very  com- 
nioii  ;  the  ftiops  are  generally  fup- 
jDlied  from  gardens.  It  has  a  bitter 
tafte,  and  a  ftrong  difagreeable 
fmell.  Scordium  is  of  no  great 
efteem  in  the  prefent  praftice,  not- 
withftanding  the  deobjlruent,  diure- 
tic, and  fudorific  virtues  for  which 
it  was  formerly  celebrated. 

jNIe  o .  \  I  p.  T .  Deohjlruent —  Diure^ 
tic  —  Sudorific  —  but  doubtful. 

SCORZONERjE  radix:  SorzO'^ 
nerce  hifpanica  Lin.  Viper-grafs  ; 
the  root. 

Scorzonera  is  met  with  only  in 
gardens.  The  roots  abound  with 
a  milky  juice,  of  a  bitterifti  fub- 
acrid  tafte  ;  and  hence  may  be  of 
fome  fcrvice,  for  Jlrengthening  the 
tone  of  thevifcerOy  and  promoting  the 
flu'ui  fecretrons^.  They  were  former- 
ly celebrated  as  alexipharmics,  and 
for  tiirowing  out  the  mealies  and 
fmall-pox;  but  have  now  almofl: 
entirely  loft  their  chara6lcr. 

Med.Virt.  Cordial  and  flimw 
lant  —  but  doubtful. 

SCROPHULARIyE  VULGA- 
RIS Lin.  folia,  radi.v.  Fig-wort; 
the  leaves  and  root.  ^ 

This  herb  grows  wild  in  woods 
and  iiedges :  the  roots  are  of  a 
white  colour,  full  of  little  knobs 
or  protuberances  on  the  furface. 
This  appearance  gained  it  formerly 
fome  repute  againft  fcrophulous 
diforders  and  the  piles  j  and  hence 
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it  received  its  naine:  but  modern 
praftitioners  expe£t  no  fucli  virtues 
fiQiii  it.  It  has  a  faint  unpleafant 
fmeli,  and  a  fomewhat  difagreeable 
tafte. 

SEBESTENA:  Conlia  Myxa  Lin. 
A  fort  of  pium,  brought  half-diiod 
from  tiie  Ead-IndiLS :  it  is  of  a  dark 
or  blackiHi  brown  colour,  with 
whitilh  or  aHi-coloured  cups;  the 
flefli  (licks  clofc  to  the  ftone,  u'hich 
cbntains  fometimes  one  and  fome- 
times  two  kernels.  This  fruit  has  a 
fweet,  very  o;lut  inous  tafte  :  and 
hence  has  been  employed fo>/i/te?i- 
ing  (icrhnonioiis  humours,  \n  fome  kinds 
of  hcarfejirfs,  and  in  coughs  from  thin 
Jharp  chjluxions.  At  prefent  it  is  not 
often  met  with  in  the  fliops. 

Med.  ViRT.  Emoliiint. 

SEDI.  ACRIS  Lin.  herha  recens. 
Wall-flone-crop.  or  pepper;  the 
recent  plant. 

This  fpecies  of  the  fedum  is 
a  fmall  perennial,  fiicculent,  green 
plant,  growing  on  the  tops  of  walls 
and  roofs  of  honfes.  It  has  a  faint 
fmelljv  and  at  firft  an  herbaceous 
tafte;  out  it  afterwards  ftiows  con- 
fiderable acrimony,  exciting  a  fenfe 
of  biting  heat  in  the  mouth  and 
fauces.  In  its  recent  ftate  it  is  very 
aflive,  proving  emetic,  purgative, 
and  diuretic.  The  exprefTed  juice 
taken  to  the  quantity  of  lia(f  an 
ounce  has  been  faid  to  prove  a 
very  diuretic  medicine;  but  the 
plant'  in  its  dried  ftate  fec-ms  to  lofe 
all  its  activity.  Though  fcarcely  at 
all  employed  in  medicine,  from  the 
powers  it  poffefies,  it  appears  wor- 
thy fome  attention. 

MicD.  ViRT.  Emetic — Purgative 
—  Diuretic. 

SENNiE  folia:  [L.  £.]  CaJ^a 
Seni/n  Lin.  S.  P.  the  leaves  oi  a 
flirubby  plant  cultivated  in  Per- 
fia,  Syria,  and  Arabia  ;  whence 
tiiey  arc  brought,  dried  and  picked 
from  the  ftalks,  to  Alexandria  in 
Egypt  ;  and  thence  imported  into 
Em-ope.    They  are  of  an  oblong 


figure,  fliarp-pointcd  at  the  ends, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  broad, 
and  not  a  full  inch  in  length,  of  a 
lively  yellow ifli  green  colour,  a 
faint  not  very  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  a  fubacrid,  bitterifti,  nau^ 
feous  tafte.  Some  inferior  forts  are 
brought  from  Tripoli  and  other 
places  ;  tljife  may  eafily  be  diflingvijli- 
ed  by  their  being  either  narrirjuer, 
longer,  and Jlinrper -pointed  or  larger, 
broader,  and  round-pointed,  -with  fmall 
prominetrt  veins  ;  or  large  and  obtufe, 
of  a  frejli  green  colour,  "without  any 
yclloiu  caji. 

Senna  is  a  very  ufeful  cathartic, 
operating  mildly,  and  yet  effectual- 
ly :  and,  if  judicioufly  dofed  and 
managed,  rarely  occafioning  the  ill 
coniequences  which  too  frequently 
follow  the  exhibition  of  the  ftronger 
purges.  The  only  inconveuiencies 
complained  of  in  this  drug  are,  its 
being  apt  to  gripe,  and  its  nanfe- 
ous  flavour.  The  griping  quality 
depends  upon  a  refinous  fubftance, 
which,  like  the  other  bodies  of  this 
clafs,  is  naturally  difpofed  to  ad- 
here  to  the  coats  of  the  inteftines  ; 
the  more  this  refin  is  divided  by 
fuch  matters  as  take  off  its  tena- 
city, the  lefs  adhefne,  and  confe- 
quentiy  the  lefs  irritating  and  grip- 
ing it  will  prove  ;  and  the  lefs  it  is 
divided,  the  more  griping.  Hence 
fcnna  given  by  if  elf,  or  infufons 
made  in  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
fluid,  gripe  fever ely  and  purge  lefs 
than  ivhcn  diluted  by  a  large  por- 
tion of  fuitable  mrvfruum,  or  divided 
by  mixing  the  infujion  tv'ith  oily  emul- 
fons.  The  fmclI  of  fenna  refides 
in  its  more  volatile  parts,  and  may 
be  difcharged  by  lightly  boiling  in- 
fiifions  of  it  made  in  w  ater  :  the  li- 
quor thus  freed  from  the  peculiar 
flavour  of  the  fenna,.  may  be  eafiiy 
rendered  grateful  to  the  tafte,  by 
tbe  addition  of  any  proper  aromatic 
tinflure  or  diftillcd  water.  If  fen- 
na is  infufed  in  the  infiifum  ama- 
rutn,  a  lefs  quantity  of  fenna  is 
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neceflarv  for  a  dofe,  than  when  in- 
filled in  water.  Though  if  one 
dram  of  fenna  be  intuted  in  four 
ounces  of  water,  it  rarely  occafions 
anv  gripi'igj  and  sviil  be  found  to 
anfiver  the  purpofes  of  a  common 
cathartic.  The  rafle  is  well  covered 
by  coriander  feeds;  but  cardamoms, 
ginger,  or  fomeof  the  w  armer  aro- 
matics,  are  [a'kI  to  be  more  cffeftual. 
Med.  ViRT.  Cati'.Htrt!c. 
Pr-E  p.  Simf-le  I.ifujion — Tartar'tfed 
infufion —  Tin  f:  me — E.vtnid  —  Elec- 
tuary— Compozitui  foivdrr. 

SEXEKA  [L.  E.]  Polygala fine-' 
get  Lin.  S.  F.  Senecka,  rattls-fnake 
root ;  the  root  of  a  ipecies  of  />olv- 
^a'a,  which  grows  fpontaneouily 
in  Xorth  America,  particularly  in 
Pennfvlvania,    Canada,  Virginia, 
&:c.  and  bears  the  winters  of  our 
own  climate.    This  root  is  ufually 
about  the  thicknefs  of  the  little  fin- 
ger, varioufly  bent  and  contorted, 
and  apper.rs  as   if  conipofed  of 
joints,  whence  it  is  fuppofed  to  re- 
femble  the  tail  of  the  animal  whofe 
name  it  bears.  A  kind  of  membra- 
nous margin  runs  on  each  fide,  the 
whole  length  of  the  root,  and  a  loil. 
gitudinal  woody  fibre  through  its 
centre,  as  in  ipecacuanha.  Externally, 
At  is  of  a  yellowifli  pale  brown 
colour — ^/«/f;7.'rt//y,  white.  The  fmell 
■5  weak,  but  naufeous,  efpeciaily 
vhen  a  large  quantity  is  (hut  in  a 
ciofe  vefTel.  The  tade  is  warm  like 
Kite  pimpernel,  but  more  aciid, 
.  ^bacid,  and  (lightly  bitter. 

This  root  is  not  at  prefent  much 
known  in  the  fliops,  TheSenega- 
ro  Indians'  are  faid  to  prevent  the 
Fithl  efFeds  which  follow  from  the 
'ite  of  the  rattlc-fnake,  by  giving 
it  internally,  and  applying  it  exter- 
lially  to  the  wound.  It  has  of  late 
been  flrongly  recommended  in/ A-a;  -- 
fei,  f-eriprietcmonies,  and  other  injiam- 
nat  ry  dijiemprrs ;  but,  at  the  fame 
tiine,  repeated  bleeding,  where  ne- 
ceiTary,  is  not  to  h-  negledcd.  Ir 
lias  prored  ufeful  in  rhcumatifm.  In 


thefe  cafes,  Lemery,  Du  tiamel,  and 
JulFicu,  experienced  its  good  fuc- 
cefs.  (See  the  French  Memoirs  for 
the  years  1738,  1739.)  Its  more 
immediate  etrefts  are  thofe  of  a  diu- 
retic, diaphoretic.^  and  cathartic; 
fometimcs  it  proves  eme/ir,  and 
Jomctimcs  fali-vates.  The  three  lafi 
operations  may  be  occafionally  pre- 
vented, by  giving  the  root  in  fmail 
dofes,  along  with  aromatic  fimple 
waters,  as  that  of  cinnamon. 

Some  have  likewife  employed 
this  root  in  hydropic  cafes.,  and  not 
without  f'.iccefs,  Buovart  (in  the 
Memoirs  before  mentioned,  1744) 
relates  examples  of  its  occafioning 
2i  plentiful  evacuation  by  ftool, 
urine  and  perfpiration,  and  by  thefe 
means  removing  the  difeafe,  after 
the  common  diuretics  and  hydra- 
gogiies  had  failed.  IFhere  this  medi- 
cine ope>  a>es  as  a  cathartic.,  it  gene- 
rail  f  proves  J'uccffsful.  Dr.  Ferci- 
VAL  tliinks  it  fometimes  ufefiil  in 
hydrops  pe^loris,  as,  befides  its  ef- 
feds  as  an  evacuant,  it  a^s  on  the 
bronchial  glands.  It  is  given  in  pow- 
der and  ciccoflion  ;  in  tlie  former 
mode  the  dofe  is  from  9]  to  jfs, 
two  or  three  times  a  day  ;  or -in 
form  of  piils,  mixed  with  extrad  of 
liquorice.  Where  vomiting  might 
be  unfafe,  the  decodtion  is  mod 
eligible;  one  ounce  boiled  in  a  pint 
ami  a  half  of  v.-ater,  till  r^uced  to 
one  pint,  is  fufficient — one  ounce 
and  a  half  of  which  decoction  may 
be  taken  every  two  or  three  hours.. 
If  it  afts  by  liquifying  the  blood  and 
juices,  without  occafioning  a  due 
difchargf,  it  fliould  either  be  ab- 
ftaiiied  from,  or  aflified  by  proper 
additions. 

Med.  ViRT.  Cathartic — Diure- 
tic. 

SERICUM  ct  funiculi  hombycis. 
Silk  and  fiJkworms'  bags.  Thefe 
arc  fcarce  ever  made  ufc  of  for  any 
medicinal  purpofes.  In  their  crude 
Itate  thty  arc  certainly  very  infig- 
nificai:!  ;  though  if  burnt  in  a  clofe 
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veflel,  after  the  fame  manner  as 
Ipongc,  they  would  probably  prove 
a  medicine  of  fimilar,  and  per- 
haps of  fuperior  virtue.  They 
yield  a  larger  quantity  of  volatile 
lalt,  than  any  other  animal  fnb- 
ftance  1  know. 

SERPENTARIA  VIRGINIA- 
NA  [L.  E.]  ylrifolochia  f  rpenta- 
ria  Lin.  S.  I\  Virginian  fnake- 
root;  the  root  of  a  fpecies  of  arif- 
tolochia,  growing  in  Virginia  and 
Carolina. 

It  is  a  fmall,  light,  bnfliy  root, 
confifling  of  a  number  of  firings 
or  fibres,  matted  together,  iffuing 
from  one  common  head ;  of  a 
brownifh  colour  onthe  outfide,  and 
paler  or  yellowifli  within.  It  has 
an  aromatic  fmell,  like  that  of  va- 
lerian, but  more  agreeable  ;  and  a 
M-arm,  bitterifli,  pungent  tafte.  This 
root  is  a  Rvang_^imula7if,  pofTelTed 
of  tojiic.)  diaphoretic,  and  antifcplic 
powers  :  it  has  been  greatly  cele- 
brated as  an  akx'>phnrmic,  and  ef- 
trerr.ed  one  of  the  principal  remedies  in 
maligr\ant fevers  and  rpidcmic  difeafcs. 
Many  have  thought  cinchona  and 
wine  may  in  every  cafe  fuperfede 
the  ufe  of  ferpentaria  ;  but  when  a 
mixed  ftate  of  fever  has  been  ob- 
ferved  to  prevail,  in  which  the  bark 
has  proved  hurtful,  this  root  has 
evidently  had  a  good  eitefl  :  and 
even  in  intermittent  fevers,  the 
bark  h.\s  been  found  more  effica- 
cious when  joined  with  ferpentaria, 
than  when  given  alone.  In  thefe 
jntentior.s,  it  is  given  in  fubflance 
from  ten  to  thirty  grains,  and  in  in- 
fiifion  to  a  dram  or  two.  Both 
water^^  and  fpirituous  menlbua 
cstraft  its  virtue  by  infufion,  and 
elevate  fome  (liare  of  its  flavour 
in  diftillation :  along  with  the 
water  a  fmall  portion  of  elfential 
oil  arifes. 

Med.  VirT.  Diaphoretic — Tonic 
—Jl'iiifepiic. 

Prkp.  T injure. 

SliRPILLI  folia  :  Tf^ymi  ScpiUi 


Lin.    Rlother  of  tliyme ;  the  herb 

I  his  a  fmall  creeping  plant,  com- 
mon on  heaths  and  dry  pad^re 
grounds.  Its  tafle,  fmell,  and  me- 
dical virtues  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
thyme,  bur  weaker;  and  it  has  a  mild- 
er and  rather  more  grateful  flavour. 
It  has  been  thought  that  this  and 
other  aromatic  herbs  give  a  flavour 
to  the  flcfli  of  fliccp  that  feed  where 
thefe  plants  abound  ;  but  it  is"  well 
known  that  flieep  refufe  thefe  aro- 
matics  when  they  have  choice  of 
other  pafturage. 

SIMAROUBA  [L.E.]  ^lajji- 
ca  Smarauha  Lin.  Sp.  P.  a  bark 
with  pieces  of  the  wood  adhering 
to  it,  brought  from  Guinea,  in 
long  tough  pieces,  of  a  pale  yellow- 
ifli colour,  light,  tough,  and  flexi- 
ble, and  of  a  fibrous  texture.  It 
has  a  flrong,  bitter,  durable  tafte, 
not  very  ungrateful,  without  fnell 
or  inanifefl  aftringenCy.  The  bark 
of  the  root  is  efteemed  the  beft, 
which  is  difting-uifhed  bv  the  vef- 
tiges  of  the  fibres  cut  off.  That 
wliich  is  old,  woody,  of  a  dark 
colour,  and  but  (lightly  bitter, 
fliould  berejefted.  Its  virtues  feem 
more-  perfeftly  extracted  by  cold 
than  boiling  water;  the  cold  infu- 
fion being  rather  ftronger  in  tafle 
than  the  decodtion.  It  has  been  of 
great  ufe  in  an  epidemic  dyfentery, 
which  neither  yielded  to  purgatives 
nor  aftringents,  and  was  faid  to  be 
made  worfe  by  ipecacuanha,  which 
raged  at  Paris  in  1718.  It  has  been 
obferved  to  befuccefsful  in  cpidem  'c 
dyfcntcry,  but  more  certain  and 
fpeedy  m  fluxes  ifbl  od  and  bloody 
rnattcr.,  than  when  the  difcharge  was 
bilious.  It  has alfo been efficacioubin 
chronical  diarrhccas  o  f feveral fpecies  ; 
in  habitual  dyf\[eric  colic  ;  in 
chronical  hepatic  flux ;  in  licnte- 
ry  ;  in  leuchor- hoc  a ;  and  for  ^vorws. 
A  decoff  ion  of  half  a  dram  is  given 
for  a  dofe,  and  repeated  at  inter- 
vals of  three  or  four  hours;  it  is 
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alio  given  In  paivJer  from  d(s.  to 
3fs,  or  more,  feveral  times  a  day. 
To  enl'ure  fuccel's,  fimarotiha,  like 
otlier  active  medicines,  reqviires 
lome  judgment  .Xii  its  exhibition. 
Under  tome  circuMltanccs,  clcan- 
fing  the  primnc  vi«  with  proper 
evacuants  is  previoiifly  necedary  ; 
in  others,  bleedine;,  &c.  Sec. 

iMed.  Virt.  Antillptlc — Tonic. 

SINAPEOS  femen  :  Sinapi  ni- 
grum Lin.  S.  P.  iVIuftard  ;  the 
feeds  [L.E.I 

This  plant  is  fometimes  found 
wild  ;  but  for  culinary  and  medici- 
nal ufes  is  cultivated  in  gardens. 
Muftard,  by  its  acrimony  and  pun- 
gcn^zv^  J^imuhfes  thefflids,  and  a!te- 
nuatcs  v'-fcld iuhes:  and  hence  ftands 
derer\-edly  recommended  for  excit- 
ing appetite,  pranoiijig  digefiion,  iu- 
crenfin^  the  Jiuid  fi  crctions  ;  by  fti- 
muiaung  the  fibres,  it  proves  a  ge- 
'  neral  remedy  in  paralytic  and  rhcit- 
tnatic  affetiions.  If  taken  in  confi- 
derable  quantity,  it  rpens  the  body, 
and  increaiss  thq*  urinal  difcharge ; 
hence  found  ufefal  in,  dropfual 
somplaints.  Half  an  ounce  of  un- 
bruifed  muftard-feed,  or  as  much  as 
an  ordinary  table-fpoon  will  con- 
tain, does  not  prove  heating  to  the 
llomach,  but  Simulates  the  inteili- 
nal  canal,  and  commonly  proves 
laxative.  Bergius  fays,  that  he  found 
muftard  of  great  efficacy  in  curing 
vernal  intermittents — He  direfteda 
fpoonful  of  the  whole  feed  to  be 
takfn  three  or  four  times  a-day  du- 
ring the  apyrexy ;  and  when  the 
difeafc  was  obfHnate,  he  added 
flour  of  muftard  to  the  bark.  Fre- 
quently the  powder  of  muftard-feed 
\%  uft;d  externally  as  a  ftimulant  : 
but  though  it  fliews,  when  frefli, 
Jittle  pungency  and  mucli  bitter- 
nefs;  when  it  has  been  moiftened 
with  vinegir  for  a  day,  the  eircntial 
oil  is  evolved,  and  it  becomes  con- 
fiderably  more  acrid ;  a  circum- 
ftance  whith  ft)Ou!(i  be  attended  to 


when  defigned  for  external  ufe; 
and  for  the  other  purpofes  of  the 
acrid  plants  called  anlifcorbutic. 
It  imparts  its  tafte  and  Imcll  in 
perfcfiion  to  aqueous  liquors,  whilft 
re61ified  fpirit  extradls  very  little  of 
either  :  the  whole  of  the  pungenc)' 
arifes  with  water  in  diftillation. 
Committed  to  the  prefs,  it  yields  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  a  foft  infi- 
pid  oil,  perfeftly  void  of  acrimony  : 
the  cake  left  after  the  expreftion  is 
more  pungent  than  the  muftard  was 
at  firft. 

M  E D . V I R T.  Sii?>it/!ani —  Laxative. 

Prep.  Exprfjjed  OH — Emollient. 

SIUM-NODIFLORUM  Hh, 
P. — herba.  [L.]  Water-par  in  ip;  the 
herb. 

It  is  an  indigenous  perennial 
plant,  growing  in  our  rivers  and 
ditches,  and  flowering  in  July  and 
Anguft.  It  was  fornterly  confidered 
not  only  as  a  d'urctic,  but  alfo  as  an 
emmenagogue  and  lithontriptic  :  at 
prefent,  however,  it  is  not  ufed 
with  any  of  thele  intentions ;  it  is 
now  received  as  an  a/ttifcorbutic,  or 
rather  as  a  correftor  of  acrid  hu- 
mours, efpecially  when  maniftfted 
by  cutaneous  eruptions  and  tumors 
of  the  lymphatic  fyftem.  The  juice 
or  decoction  of  this  herb  is  alfo  ufed 
in  cafes  of  fcrophula.  Dr.  Wither- 
ing give?,  an  account  of  a  lady,  fixty 
years  old,  who  was  cured  of  an  ob- 
ftinate  cutaneous  difeafe  by  taking 
ten  ounces  and  a  half  of  this  juice 
twice  a-day  ;  to  adults  he  has  given 
three  or  four  ounces  every  morn- 
ing repeatedly,  in  fimilar  com- 
plaints, with  the  greateft  advan- 
tage.Tt  is  not  naufeous,  as  children 
take  it  readily  if  mixed  with  milk. 
The  dofes  in  which  it  is  given  nei- 
ther atfeft  the  ftomach  nor  bowels. 

IVIhd.  Virt.  Ufeful  in  cutaneous 
D'fordrrs. 

SOL./VXI  LETHALfS  folia: 
Airopce  BclladoJiHcC  Lin,  Deadly 
nightfliade  ;  the  leaves. 
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This  plant  grows  wild  in  fliady 
wcifte  grounds.  It  has  been  liip- 
pofi  il  cooling  and  diltutient  in  ex- 
ternal applications,  and  poifonoiis 
■when  taken  internally.  Late  ex- 
perience has  flievvn,  that  an  infiifiou 
of  half  a  grain  or  a  grain  of  the 
dried  leaves  may  be  taken  with 
fafety,  and  that  in  many  cafes  may 
be  increafed  by  degrees  to  fix 
grains,  which  is  confidered  a  large 
dofe ;  but  this  mode  of  beginning 
with  a  fmall  qtianiiry,  and  incrca- 
fmg  it  by  degrees,  is  the  f-ifeft  mode 
of  exhibiting  it ;  that  they  generally 
occafion  fome  conliderable  evacua; 
tion,  and  fomctimes,  efpeciaily  in 
the  larger  of  the  above  dofes,  alarm- 
ing nervous  1)  mptoms,  whicii  how- 
ever ceafe  with  the  operation  of  the 
medicine.  The  leaves  of  btlladon- 
Jia  were  firft  uftd  externally  to  dif- 
Clifs  cancerous  and  fcirrhous  tumors  ; 
and  alfo  as  an  application  to  ill-con- 
ditioned ulcers.  From  their  fuccefs 
in  this  way,  pliyficians  were  in- 
duced to  try  them  internally  for  the 
fame  diforders :  and  though  in  ma- 
ny caf<^  they  were  fuccef§ful,  yet 
a  variety  have  occurred  where  the 
bellodona  was  tried  without  advan- 
tage ;  yet  from  Dr.  CuUen'we  have 
fome  fa£ts  adduced  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  utility  of  this  plant.  He 
has  had  a  cancer  of  the  lip  entirely 
cured  by  it;  a  fchirrofity  of  a  wo- 
man's breaft,  which  freqiicntly  jiro- 
ceeds  to  cancer,  entirely  difcudcd 
by  it : — a  fore,  a  little  below  the  eye, 
which  had  put  on  a  cancerous  ap- 
pearance, was  much  miCndea  by  its 
life ;  bur,  from  the  timidity  of  the 
patient,  flie  defilied  from  it  too 
foon— the  fore  grew  worfe  ;  but, 
\ipon  returning  to  it  again,  received 
benefit  —fiieagain  left  off  its  ufe,and 
the  fame  confequences  of  the  fore's 
growing  worfe  occurred.  Thcfe 
afford  certain  proofs  of  its  efficacy. 
The  fenfible  tffe6ls  produced  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  this  plant,  taken 


in  proper  dofes,  are  vfnally  ly  tht 
Jlin,  urinary  pajlagcs.,  and  fnmctiincs 
hyjlool. — Inlargcr  dofes,  trowbltfome 
drynefs  in  the  mouth  and  throat, 
gidditiefs  and  dimnefs  of  fight  are 
experienced. 

The  root  feems  to  partake  of  the 
fame  quality  ai  the  leaves,  but  is 
Icfs  virulent.  With  refpeft  to  the 
berries,  fo  fuccefsfully  employed  as 
an  anodyne  by  Gefner  and  others, 
a  fmall  fpoonful  of  a  fynip  of  the 
juice  was  the  dofe  f^iven.  Bcfides 
the  complaints  abo-.  e  recited,  it  has 
been  faid  alfo  to  be  employed  with 
fuccefs  in  fome  cafes  of  melancholia, 
fnaniti,  and  epilcpfy, 

M ED.  Vi RT.  Po'MerfuVy evaiuant. 

SPERMACETI  [I.  E.]  Serum 
ccti  cryfl Ml/alum :  An  unftuous 
flaky  fiibftance,  of  a  fnowy  white- 
nefs,  a  foft  butyraceous  taffe,  with- 
out any  remarkable  fmell;  faid  to 
be  prepared  from  the  fat  of  the 
brain  of  the  whale,  by  boiling  and 
p.urifying  it  with  alkaline  lixivia. 
The  virtues  of  this  concrete  are 
thofe  of  a  mild  emollient:  it  is  of 
conliderable  ufe  in  pains  and  ero- 
Jions  of  tlie  intejllnes,  in  coughs  pro- 
ceeding from  thin  Jharp  defluxions,2ind^ 
in  general,  in  all  cafes  where  thefo- 
lids^  rcqicirc  lo  he  relaxed,  or  acri»w 
niotis  humours  to  he  foftened.  For  ex- 
ternal purpofes,  it  readily  diffolvcs 
in  oils  ;  aiid,  for  internal  ones,  may 
be  united  with  aqueous  liquors  into 
the  f.)rm  of  an  cmuliion,  by  the 
mediation  of  almonds,  gums,  or 
yolk  of  an  egg.  Sugar  does  not 
render  it  perfeftly  mifcible  with 
water;  and  alkalies,  which  change 
other  oils  and  fats  into  foap,  have 
little  effeft  upon  fperma  ceti..  This 
drug  ought  to  be  kept  very  clofely 
from  the  air,  otherwife  its  white  co- 
lour foon  changes  into  a  yellow  : 
and  its  mild  unctuous  tafte,  into  a 
rancid  and  offenfive  one.  After  it 
jxas  luffered  this  difagieeahle  altera- 
tion, both  the  colour  and  quality 
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may  be  recovered  agaia  by  fteep- 
in?  it  in  alkaline  liquors,  or  in 
a  fuflicieut  quantity  of  Ipirit  of 
wine. 

I\iED.  ViRT.  EmolHerit. 
SPIGKLIA  [L.  E.]SpigeUamari- 
laHiiicaLia.  Indian  Pink  :  this  plant 
has  a  perennial  fibrous  roor,  whence 
arilV. (ingle  Items,  befet  with  oppo- 
fite  oval- lanceolate,  entire  leaves, 
and  crowned  with  a  ff-ike  of  tubu- 
lar monopetalous  red  flowers,  with 
five  ftaniina  and  one  piftil.  Each 
flower  is  fucceeded  by  two  round 
united  bivalvular  capfules,  contain- 
ing feveral  fmall  feeds.  It  grows 
fpontaueoufly  in  South  Carolina, 
auil  other  Ibuthern  provinces  of 
N'^rth  America. 

The  ufe  of  the  root  of  this  plant 
as  an  anthelmintic,  was  communi- 
cated from  the  native  Indians  to 
the  colonifts ;  and  it  has  fince  been 
much  employed  in  that  country. 
The  firft  account  of  its  virtues  is  to 
be  met  with  in  a  paper  of  Dr.  Li- 
ning's, Vol.  I.  oir  the  Eflays  Phy- 
fical  and  Literary ;  and  Dr.  Gar- 
den has  confirmed  it  in  Vol.  IIL 
of  the  fame  publication,  and  has 
given  a  figure  and  particular  de- 
fcription  of  the  plant. 

The  root  is  given  both  in  pow- 
der and  infufion  ;  but  the  powder 
is  efteemed  moft  efficacious.  The 
dofe  is  not  accurately  afcertained, 
but  extends  to  from  twelve  to  fi  xty 
or  feventy  grains  of  the  powder  ; 
in  infufion  it  may  be  given  to  the 
quantity  of  two,  three,  or  four  dram?, 
twice  a  day.    It  is  found  to  be  moft 
efficacious  when  it  purges,  which  it 
does  not  always  without  fome  addi- 
tions.   The  exhibition  of  a  vomit 
previous  to  the  ufe  of  the  Indian 
pink  has  proved  very  ferviceable. 
It  fometimes  produces  difagreeable 
cffeAs  on  the  nervous  fyftem,  fuch 
as  giddinefs,  dimnefs  of  the  fight, 
and  convulfive  motions  of  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  eye.   It  is  (aid  to  a6l 


powerfully  as  a  fedative  in  abating 
the  exacerbations  of  low  remittent 
worm-fevers. 

It  does  not  lofe  much  of  its 
power  by  keeping,  and  appears  to 
be  moft  efficacious,  and' pleafanter 
in  its  effedts,  when  given  in  full 
than  when  adminiftered  in  foiall 
dofes :  "  For,  from  the  latter,"  fays 
Garden,  "  giddinefs,  dimnefs  of 
fight,  convulfions.  Sec.  more  fre- 
quently follow  than  from  the  for- 
mer ;  for,  from  large  dofc-s,  he  has 
not  known  any  other  effedt  than 
its  proving  emetic  and  violently  ca- 
thartic. Should  it  though  produce 
110  efFeft  upon  the  belly,  it  is  pro- 
per* to  add  a  grain  or  two  of  calo- 
mel, or  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb,  to 
affift  its  operation  ;  but  he  obferved 
that  the  fame  iiappy  effect  of  eva- 
cuating worms  did -not  follow  its 
ufe  as  when  it  was  purgative  with- 
out addition." 

Med.  Virt.  Anthelmintic. 
SPINtE    cervine    hacca- : 
Rha?)ini  cathartici  Lin.  S.  P.  Buck- 
thorn ;  the  berries  [i.  E.] 

Thi^ree,  or  bufli,  is  common  in 
hedges  :  it  flowers  in  June,  and  ri- 
pens its  fruit  in  September,  or  the 
beginning  of  October.  In  our  mar- 
kets,  the  fruit  of  fome  other  trees,  as 
thefrangula  or  black  berry-bearing 
alder,  and  the  corrius  fcemina  or  dog- 
berry-tree,  have  of  late  years  been 
frequently  mixed  with,  or  fubfli- 
tuted  for,  thofe  of  buckthorn.  This 
ahiifc  ?nay  be  difcbvcrcd  by  opening  the 
berries:  thofe  of  buckthorn  have 
almoil  always  four  feeds,  the  berries 
of  the  frangula  two,  and  thofe  of 
the  corniis  fcemina  only  one.  Buck- 
thorn berries,  bruifed  on  white  pa- 
per, give  it  a  green  tindfure,  which 
the  others  do  not.  Thofe  who  fell  the 
juice  to  the  apothecaries,  are  faid  to 
mix  with  it  a  Urge  proportion  of 
water.  ^ 

Buckthorn"  berries  have  a  faint 
difagreeable  fmell,  and  a  nanfeous 
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bitter  tafte.  They  have  long  been 
in  confiderable  eftetm  n^catb^irtics ; 
and  celebrated  in  drofjics^  rheuma- 
tifms,  and  even  in  t hi- gout ;  though 
in  thefe  cafes  they  have  no  advan- 
tage over  other  purgatives,  and  are 
jTiore  offenfive,  and  operate  more 
churliflily,  than  many  with  which 
"the  fliop?  are  furniflied  :  they  gene- 
rally occafion  gripes,  ficknefs,  dry 
the  mou^h  and  throat,  and  leave  a 
third:  of  long  duration.  The  dofe 
is  about  twenty  of  the  frefli  berries 
jn  fubftance,  and  twice  or  thrice 
this  number  in  decoftion,  a  dram  of 
the  dried  berries,  an  ounce  of  the 
exprelfed  juice,  or  half  an  ounce  of 
the  infpiffated  juice  or  rob.  But  a 
fyrup  has  been  chiefly  employed  by 
the  phyficians  who  have  been  in  the 
practice  of  employing  it;  who  have 
found,  that,  in  dofes  of  from  one 
ounce  to  two,  it  has  proved  a  very 
powerful  purgative,  and  have  there- 
fore prefcribed  it  as  an  hydragogue. 
In  this  preparation,  the  naufeous 
flavour  of  the  buckthorn  is  fome- 
what  alleviated  by  the  fngar,  and 
ths^addition  of  aromatics. 

Med.  ViRT.  Strongly  cathartic. 

Prep,  Syrup. 

SPIRITUS  VINOSUS  REC- 
TIFICATUS.  [£.  i:]  Reaified 
fpirit  of  wine;  ^*  a  fpirit  diftilled 
*'  from  wine  or  other  fermented 
V  liquors,  purified  as  much  as  pof- 
"  fible  from  its  fetid  fmell,  and 

the  phlegm  that  arifes  with  it  in 
<'  the  firft  diftillation."  loo  parts 
contain  95  parts  alcohol,  and  5 
parts  of  diflilled  water.  Its  fpecific 
gravity  to  that  of  diftilled  water  is 
^835  to  1,000.  This  purification 
is  eiFefted,  by  repeating  the  diftil- 
lation in  a  very  gentle  heat,  with 
certain  additions,  to  keep  down  the 
phlegm  and  the  grofs  oil  in  which 
the  iU  flavour  refldes.  Thefe  fpi- 
rits,  from  whatever  vegetable  fub- 
jefts  they  have  been  produced,  are, 
when  perfectly  pure,  the  fame. 


They  have  a  hot  pungent  tafte^ 
without  any  particular  flavour; 
they  readily  catch  flame,  and  burn 
entirely  away,  without  leaving  any 
marks  of  an  aqueous  moifture  be- 
hind ;  diftilled  by  a  heat  lefs  than 
that  of  boiling  water,  they  totally 
arife,  the  laft  runnings  provingas  fla- 
vourlefsandinflammalile  as  the  firft: 
They  diflTolve  eflential  vegetable  oils 
and  refins  into  an  uniform  tranfpa- 
rent  fluid.  Thefe  fpirits  are  the 
lighteftof  almoft  ail  known  liquors: 
exprefl'ed  oils,  which  fwim  upon 
water,  fi«ik  in  thefe  to  the  bottom  : 
a  meafure  which  contains  ten  ounces 
by  weight  of  water,  will  hold  little 
more  than  eight  and  a  quarter  of 
pure  fpirit. 

The  ufes  of  vinous  fpirits,  as 
menftrua  for  the  virtues  of  other 
medicines,  we  fliall  fee  here.ifter, 
and  in  this  place  confider  only  their 
own.  Pure  fpirit  coagulates  all  the 
Jhdds  of  animal  bodies^  except  urine, 
and  hardens  the  folid farts.  Applied 
externallj',  it  Jliengthen^  the  'vejjcls, 
thickens  the  juices  in  them^  and  thus 
poiwrftlUy  rejlrains  hamcrrhagcs.  It 
tnjiantly  contrails  the  extremities  of  the 
ji'erves  it  touches,  and  deprives  them  of 
faife  and  tnolion;  by  thefe  means 
eafing  them  of  pain,  but  at  the 
fame  time  deftroying  their  ufe. 
Hence  employing  fpirituous  liquors 
in  fomentations  (notwithftanding 
the  fpecious  titles  of  vivifying, 
heating,  reftoring  mobility,  refolv- 
ing,  dilTipating,  and  the  like,  ufu- 
ally  attributed  to  them)  may  fome- 
times  be  attended  with  unhappy 
confequences.  Thefe  liquors,  re- 
ceived undiluted  into  the  ftomach, 
produce  the  fame  efelfs,  thickening 
the  fluid,  and  contrafling  all  the 
folid  parts  which  they  touch,  and 
deftroying,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  their 
ufe  and  office  :  if  the  quantity  he  con- 
fider ahlc,  apaify  or  apoplexy  folloivs, 
which  ends  in  death.  Taken  in 
fmall  quantity,  and  duly  diluted. 
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they  brace  up  thefihresy  raifftbefpirits, 
and  promote  agility  :  if  further  coilo 
tiiiued,  the  lenjis  are  dijordercdt  vo- 
luntary motion  drj'li  oycd,  and  at  length 
the  fame  ineonveniences  brought  on  as 
before.  Vinous  fpirits  therefore,  in 
fmall  dofes.  and  properly  diluted, 
may  be  applied  to  ufeful  purpofes 
in  the  cure  of  difeafes  ;  whilft  in 
larger  ones,  or  if  their  ufe  be  long 
continued,  they  aft  as  apoifon  of 
a  particular  kind. 

Med.  Virt.  Cordial  —  Stimu- 
lant. 

SPIRITUS  VINOSUS  TE- 
NUIOR.  Proof  fpirit  :  [i.  £.] 
'*  the  fame  fpirit,  containing  an  ad-, 
"  mixture  of  an  equal  quantity  of 
'*  water:  the  beft  proof  fpirit  is 
"  that  diftilled  from  French  wine  ; 

but  for  common  ufes  may  beem- 
"  ployed  the  fpirit  drawn  from  me- 
"  lafles  or  the  fyrupy  matter  that 
"  runs  from  fugar  in  the  purifica- 
"  tion,  commonly  called  melafles 
"  fpirit."  100  parts  of  this  contain 
55  parts  of  alcohol,  and  45  parts  of 
ciiftilled  water.    Its  fpecific  gravi- 
ty is  to  that  of  diftilled  water  as 
,930  to  1,000.    The  fpirits  ufually 
met  with  under  the  name  of  proof, 
arethofe  diftilled  from  different  fer- 
mented liquors,  freed  from  their 
phlegm  and  ill  flavour  only  to  a 
certain  degree.    Their  purity  with 
regard  to  flavour  may  be  eafily 
judged  from  the  tafte,  efpecialiy  if 
the  fpirit  be  firft  duly  diluted.  It 
were  to  be  wiflied,  that  we  had  a 
certain  ftandard  with  regard  to  their 
ftrength,  or  the  quantity  of  water 
contained  in  them;  a  circumtlance 
which  greatly  influences  fundry  me- 
dicinal  preparations,  particularly 
the  tinctures  :  for,  as  pure  fpirit  dif- 
folvcs  the  rcfin  and  volatile  oil,  and 
water  only  the  gummy  and  faline 
parts  of  vegetables,  it  is  evident 
that  a  variation  in  the  proportions 
wherein  thefe  are  mixed,  will  vary 
the  difTolving  power  of  the  men- 
(Iruum,  and  confequently  the  virtue 


of  the  preparation.  The  common 
methods  of  ediniating  the  quaruity 
of  phlegm  contained  in  thcfe  fpi- 
rits, are  liable  to  uncertainty  :  it 
fhould  therefore  feem  neceflary  for 
the  nicer  purpofes,  and  where  a 
perfeftlv  flavourlefs  proof  fpirit  is 
required,  to  make  ufe  of  the  purff 
rectified  fpirit,  mixed  with  a  cer- 
tain determined  proportion  of  wa- 
ter :  equal  quantities  of  thefe  li- 
quors, whether  taken  by  weight  or 
meafure,  cdnipofe  a  fpirit  fome- 
what  weaker  than  what  h^s  been 
generally  looked  upon  as  proof : 
the  exaifl  proportions  are,  one  hun- 
dred parts  by  weight  of  pure  fpirit, 
and  eig^ity-fix  of  water. 

Med.  Virt.  Cordial — Stimu- 
'lant. 

SPONGIA  [L.jE.]:  Spongiatiffl- 
cinalis  Lin.  H.  N.  Sponge  ;  a  fofr, 
light,  very  porous  and  compreflible 
fubftance,  readily  imbibing  water, 
and  ditlending  thereby.  It  is  found 
adhering  to  rocks,  particularly  in 
the  Mediterranean  fea,  about  the 
islands  of  the  Archipelago.  It  is 
generally  fuppofed  to  be  a  vegeta- 
ble produftion  :  neverthelefs  fome 
obfervations,  lately  made  by  Juf- 
fieu,  give  room  to  fufpeft  that  it  is 
of  animal  origin.  Chemical  expe- 
riments favour  this  fuppofition  ; 
analyfed,  it  yields  the  fame  princi- 
ples with  animal  fubftances  in  ge- 
neral :  the  vplatiie  I'alt  is  in  larger 
quantity  than  I  have  obtained  from 
any  animal  matter,  except  the  bags 
of  the  filk-worm.  On  this  fait, 
generated  by  fire,  which  is  juft 
formed,  and  combined  with  its  own 
oil  and  an  eartiiy  matter,  feem  to  de- 
pend the  virtues  of  the  oflicinal 
fpongia  ujla.  It  is  given  infcrophu- 
louf  and  cuta7icou<  dforden,  particu- 
larly in  the  l>rnvchoccle,  by  placing 
half  a  dram  of  it,  mixed  up  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  honey,  under 
the  tongue,  and  gradually  fivajlow- 
ing  it  for  fix  fuccefllive  nights,  ad- 
miniftering  a  purge  every  eighth 
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day;  but  it  tnay  be  more  conve- 
iiieiitly  given  in  form  of  lozenges 
in  all  fuch  cafes.  It  is  alfo  ordered 
in  form  of  powder  and  infiifion 
?IS  an  ahjorhent  a^ainjl  aciditici  in  th. 
fr'ima  via.  It  fliould  never  be 
nibbed  in  a  brafs  mortar,  becaufe  it 
is  apt  to  acquire  an  emetic  quality 
from  its  fait  eroding  the  metal.  Its 
fiofe  is  from  20  to  40  grains,  or 
more,  twice  a  day,  joined  with  two 
or  three  grains  of  powdered  rhu- 
barb— to  an  infant  from '  5  to  8 
grains,  with  one  of  rhubarb. 

Crude  fponge,  from  its  proper- 
ty of  imbibing  and  diflending  by 
jrioifture,  is  fometimes  made  vife  of 
as  a  tent  for  dilating  nwunds  and  ul- 
cers. In  order  to  fit  it  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  the  fponge  fliould  be  im- 
merfed  in  melted  wax,  and  ,kept 
■upder  preiTure  till  cool,  and  then  it 
may  be  eafily  formed  into  tents,  fo 
g£  to  be  introduced  where  necefTa- 
ry.  ■  And  from  the  gradual  melting 
of  the  wax  in  confequence  of  the 
heat-„of  the  part,  3.  dilatation  takes 
place  of  courfe. 

'Sponge  adheres  flrongly  to  the 
mouths  of  wounded  vefTels  ;  and 
wheji  retained  by  proper  compref- 
iion,  it  has  prevented  confidcrahlc 
JAeedings,  preferably  to  agaric,  or 
puff-ball. 

■  Med.  Vikt.  Attcnumit^  inter- 
nally —  Externally,  afiringent. 

STANNUIVI  [L.  £-1  Tin  is 
the  lighteft  and  eafieft  of  fufion  of 
all  the  metals.  Heated,  it  becomes 
!fo'  brittle  as  to  fall  in  pieces  by  a 
blow  ;  and  by  agitation  (when  juft 
^eady  tomelt)intoa  powder:  hence 
the  officinal  method  of  pulverifing 
this  metal,  to  be  defcribed  in  its 
place.  The  proper  menftruum  of 
tin  is  the  marine  acid,  or  aqua  re- 
Tis  :  vegetable  acids  likewife  dif- 
folve  it  in  confidcrable  quantity, 
though  it  has  long  been  fuppofed 
riot  to  be  at  all  foluble  in  them, 
pnlefs  previoufly  well  calcined. 

■  V/ith  regard  to  the  virtues  of 


this  metal,  it  was  formerly  accounted 
r  /^ecific  in  dif  rders  of  the  ule'  usand 
lungs;  a  calx  of  tin  and  antimony 
is  flill  retained  in'fome  difpenfa- 
lories,  under  the  name  of  an  anti- 
heftic;  but  thcfe  are  virtues,  to 
which  it  certainly  has  little  claim. 
It  has  of  late  been  celebrated,  on 
better  foundation,  as  an  axthelmin- 
tic  ;  and  faid  to  defrroy  fome  kinds 
of  worm^  which  elude  the  force  of 
many  other  medicines.  Poffibly  the 
caufe  of  this  effeft  may  be  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  may  be  fufped- 
ed,  an  admixture  of  a  portion  of 
arfenic. 

Tin  has  a  ftrong  affinity  with 
arfenic  :  infomuch  that  when  once 
united  therewith,  the  arfenic,  not- 
withftantling  its  volatility  in  other 
circumftances,  cannot  be  totally 
expelled  either  by  flow  calcination, 
or  by  a  vehement  fire.  Almofl:  all 
the  ores  of  tin  contain  rpore  or  lefs 
of  this  poifonous  mineral,  which  is 
not  entirely  feparable  in  the  com- 
mon proceffes  by  which  the  ore? 
are  run  down,  or  the  metal  further 
purified.  Filings  of  tin  held  in  the: 
flame  of  a  candle,  emit  a  thick 
fume,  fmeliing  of  garlic ;  which 
fmell  is  univerfally  held,  in  mine- 
^ral  fubflances,  to  be  a  certain  crite- 
rion of  arfenic.  Henckel  has 
difcovej-ed  a  method  of  feparating 
adual  arfenic  from  tin  ;  this  is  ef- 
fefted  by  folution  in  aqua  regia  and 
cryftallization  :  Mr.  MargrafF  has 
(in  a  volume  of  the  Berlin  Memoirs) 
given  a  farther  account  of  thispro- 
ccfs  ;  and  relates,  that,  from  the 
tins  ufually  reputed  pure,  he  has 
obtained  one  eiehth  their  weight  of 
crvflals  of  arfenic.  Much  has  beeri 
faid  againfl;  its  medical  ufe,  on  ac- 
count of  its*  affinity  with  arfenic  ; 
but  in  form  of  powder,  or  filings, 
it  has  been  repeatedly  adminiflered 
in  large  doles  of  from  ^fs  tq 
an  ounce,  particularly  againl't 
the  tania  or  tape-ivorni ;  which 
pruves  that  either  the  quantity  of 
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arienic  contained  therein  is  too  in- 
fignificant,  or  that  it  is  too  inti- 
mately combined  therewith,  to  do 
anr  great  harm.  To  children  it  is 
commonly  given  two  or  three  times 
a-day,  mixed  with  treacle,  in  doles 
of  from  10  to  40  grains  ;  and  to  ad- 
ults, from  I  to  3  or  3  drams  or  more. 

Med.  Virt.  Jritbelmlntic. 

Prep.  Ptnvdcr  or  Filings, 

STAPHISAGRIiE  fcmcn  :  Del- 
phiniiStaphifagrice  Lin.  S.P.  Staves- 
acre  ;  the  feeds.  [L.  £.] 

Thefe  are  large  rough  feeds,  of 
an  irregularly  triangular  figure,  of 
a  blackifli  colour  on  the  oiitfidej 
and  yellowifli  or  whitilh  within 


Inconvenience,  are  generally  much 
inferior  to  thofe  railed  in  our  gar- 
dens. The  bed  ftoechas  which  we 
receive  fi'om  aboard,  has  no  great 
Ijncll  or  tafte.  Po  m  et  afivj-ms,  that 
fuch  as  the  fhops  of  FarJlTare  fup- 
plied  with,  is  entirely  j^ftitute  of 
both;  whilft  that  of  our  own  growth, 
either  whilft  frefli,  or  when  careful- 
ly dried,  has  a  very  fragrant  fmell, 
and  a  warm,  aromatic^  bitterifli, 
fubacrid  tafte ;  dilliiled'  with  wa- 
ter, it  yields  a  confiderable  quanti- 
ty of  a  fragrant  eflehtial  oil ;  to 
rciftified  fpirit  it  imjjarts  a  ftrong 
tinftuj-^,  which  infpiflated  proves 
an  fele^nt  aromatic  extraft.  This 


They  are  ufually  brought  from-  aromatic  plant  is  rarely  met  with  in. 
Italy ;  the  plant  is  nof  very  com-  prefcription. 


m^on  in  this  country,  though  it 
bears  our  fevereft  colds.  They 
have  a  difagreeable  fmell,  and  a 
very  naufeous,  bitterilh,  burning 
tafte.  Stavefacre  was  employed  by 
the  ancients  as  a  cathartic ;  but  it 
operates  with  fo  much  .violence 


There  is  another  plant  called  ftoev 
chas,  which  from  the  beaut}?-  and 
durability  of  its  flowers  has  of  late 
years  had  a  place  in  our  gardens, 
and  whofe  aromatic  qualities  ren- 
der it  worthy  of  one  in  the  fhops ; 
this  is  ihs  gnapbaliuTn  arenarlum  Lin. 
both  upwards  and  downwards,  and  ^Golden  ftoechas,  goldilocks,  or  yel 


is  fo  liable  to  inflame  the  throats,  that' 
its  internal  ufe  has  been,  among  the 
generality  of  pracftitioners,  forfonie 
time  laid  afide.  It  is  chiefly  em- 
ployedj  in  external  applications,  for 
fome  liinds  of  cutaneous  eruptions, 
and  for  deftroying  lice  jnid  other 
infefts ;  infomuch  that  it  has  from 
this  virtus  received  its  name,  in 
different  languages;  herla pedlcula- 
ris  —  hefhe  aux  poux  —  lausfkraut  — 
louTe'MOrt. 

Med.  Virt.  Violently  cath/irtic, 
taken  internally  — externally,  dc- 
firudtii-c  to  lice  and  other  infccis. 

STCECHAS ':  Lavendula  Sicechas 
Lin.  Arabian  ftcechas,  or  French 
lavender  flowers. 

This  is  a  (hrubby  plant,  confi- 
derably  fmaller  than  the  common 
lavender:  the  flowery  heads  are 
brought  from  Italy  and  the  fouth- 
crn  parts  of  France.  They  are  very 
apt  to  grow  mouldy  in  the  pafTage, 
and,  even  when  they  cfcape  this 


low  caflTidony  :  its  flowers  ftand  in 
umbels  on  the  tops  of  the  branches; 
they  are  of  a  deep  Ihining  yellow- 
colour,  which  they  retain  in  pef- 
fedtion  for  many  years  ;  their  fmell 
is  fragrant  and  agreeable,  fomewhat 
of  the  riiuflcy  kind;  their  tafte 
warm,  pungent,  and  fub-aftriur 
gent ;  they  impart  their  flavour  to" 
water  in  diftillation,  and  by  infufion 
to  reftified  fpirit. 

Med.  Vikt.  Aromatic. 
STRAMONIUIM  [£.]  Datura 
Stramoniian  Lin.  Thorn- Apple:  an 
herbaceous  plant,  with  a  thick 
branched  ftalk,  two  or  three  fpet 
high,  large  finuated  leaves,  and 
long  tubular  white  or  purplifli 
ffowers,  fucceeded  by  large  prick- 
ly, green,  flefliy  feed-veflcls,  which' 
open  at  the  end  in  four  divifions, 
and  difclofc  numerous  black  feeds. 
It  flowers  in  July.  It  gr6ws  indi- 
genous in  fon^e  parts  of  Britain, 
amongft  rubbifli  and  d-Unghills, 
R  3 
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This  plant,  which  has  been  long 
known  as  a  narcotic  poifon,  has 
been  introduced  into  tht-  catalogue 
of  medicines  by  Dr.  Stoerck.  An 
extraft  made  from  the  exprefled 
juice  of  the  leaves  is  acrid  and  fa- 
line  to  the  tafte,  and  yields  chry- 
flals  of  nitre  on  (landing.  This 
preparation,  given  in  dofes  of  from 
one  to  five  grains  twice  or  thrice  a 
day,  is  fiid  to  be  a  very  powerful 
remedy  in  vetrious  convnlji'vc  and 
J'pajmcclic  (iiforders,  cpiJcpJy  and  }iia- 
7na.  The  accounts  of  other  prac- 
titioners have  confirmed  it;  and  it 
has  been  received  into  fome  phar- 
macopoeias. The  powder  of  the 
leaves,  or  the  feeds,  promifes  to 
furnirti  a  more  certain  and  conve- 
rient  formula  than  the  extraft.  An 
ointment  y;)rcpared  from  the  leaves 
lias  been  found  togive  eafeinexter- 
iial  inflammation  and  hsemorrlioids. 

Much  as  has  been  faid  of  the  ef- 
ficacy of  this  plant  by  Stcerck, 
and  other  foreign  phyficians ;  in 
Britain  we  have  not  heard  of  its  fuc- 
cefs  being  equal  to  their  report ; 
Dr.  CuLLiiN  confiders  the  ftramo- 
iiiuni  as  podelhng  narcotic  powers, 
but  has  had  no  pra£lical  experience 
to  fix  his  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  ; 
and  indeed  it  has  been  with  us  fo 
little  employed,  that  the  college  of 
phyficians  of  London  have  given  it 
no  place  in  their  pharmacopoeia. 
But  from  its  very  active  powers  it 
merits  attention,  particularly  in  de- 
■fperate  cafes,  where  all  other  means 
have  been  tried  in  vain. 

Mep.  Virt.  Narcotic. 
I    Pkef.  hifpijjated  Juicc^ 

STYRAX  UALAMITA,  5/vr/7x 
cficlnalU  Lin.  S.  P.  Storax  in  the 
cane.  Storax;-  an  odoriferous  refi- 
]ious  fiiSftance,  exuding,  in  the 
warmer  climates,  from  a  tree  called 
Lkp-a.x  nmli  cotonei  folio.  It  has 
been  cuftomarv  to  dirtinguifli  three 
forts  of  floraxj  though  only  one  is 
ufually  met  with  in  thefliops. 

I.  hyrax  calamiiay  or  ftorax  in 


the  cane,  fo  called  from  its  having 
been  formerly  brought  inclofed  in 
reeds  from  Pamphylia.  It  is  cither 
in  f  nail  diftinft  tears,  of  a  whitifli 
or  reddifli  colour,  or  in  larger  maf- 
fes  compofed  pf  fuch. 

3.  Storax the  lump^  or  red  fto- 
rax. This  is  in  maffes  of  an  uni- 
form texture  and  ycUowifli  red  or 
brownifli  colour,  though  fometimes 
likewife  interfperfed  with  a  few 
whitifli  grains.  Of  this  fort  there 
has  been  fome  to  be  met  with  in 
the  (hops,  under  the  name  of  fto- 
rax in  the  tear. 

3.  "The  common  Jiorax  of  the  ftiops 
is  in  Jarge  maffes,  confiderably 
lighter  and  Icfs  compaft  than  the 
foregoing.  It  appears  upon  exami- 
nation to  be  compofed  of  a  fine  re- 
finous  juice,  mixed  with  a  quan- 
tity of  faw-duft.  For  what  purpofe 
this  addition  is  made,  I  fiiall  not 
here  inquire;  obferving  only,  that  it 
can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  be  done 
with  any  fraudulent  view,  fince  the 
faw-duft  appears  at  fight.  This 
common  ftorax  is  much  lefs  efteem- 
ed  than  the  two  firft  forts,  though, 
when  freed  from  the  woody  matter, 
it  proves  fuperior  in  point  of  fra- 
grancy  to  either  of  them.  Reflified 
fpirit,  the  common  menftruum  of 
refins,  diflblves  the  ftorax,  leaving 
the  wood  behind :  nor  does  this 
tinfture  lofe  much  of  its  valuable 
parts,  in  being  infpifTated  to  a  folic! 
confiftence  ;  whilft  aqueous  Kquors 
elevate  almoft  all  the  fragrancy  of 
the  ftorax. 

Storax  is  one  of  the  moft  agree- 
able of  the  odoriferous  refins,  and 
may  be  exhibited  to  great  advan- 
tage in  languors  and  debilities  of  the 
nervous  f\Ji:m.  This  was  with  "fome 
of  the  ancients  a  familiar  remedy  as 
a  rcfoivfvt ;  and  particularly  ufed  in 
catarrhal  complaints,  coi/ghi,  afthmasy 
mcnftrual  ohJlrn^llons,&ci:.  and,  from 
its  affinity  to  the  b..lfams,  was 
ufed  in  ulcerations  of  the  lungs^ 
ami  other  Jlates  of  pulmonary  con' 
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fumftlon;  but  in  the  prefent  prac- 
tice it  is  totally  difregarded. 

Med.  Virt.   Aromatic  —  Stimu- 
lant— Nervine. 

STYRAX  LIQUID  A:  Liqui- 
dambra  StyraafiuaLin.  Liquid  fto- 
rax.  Wfiat  is  moft  commonly  met 
with  under  this  name,  is  a  foft  re- 
finous  fiibftance,  of  a  grey  colour, 
a  weak  fmell,  limilar  to  that  of  the 
foregoing  folid  ftorax.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  compounded  of  folid 
ftorax,  refin,  wine,  and  oil,  beat- 
en up  together  into  a  proper  con- 
liftence.  The  genuine  li4uid  fto- 
rax, according  to  Petiver's  ac- 
count (Phil.  Tranfaft.  No.  313.). 
is  obtained  from  a  tree  growing 
in  the  iflaud  of  Cobros  in  the  Red" 
Sea.  The  preparers  of  this  com- 
modity yearly  clear  off  the  bark  of 
the  tree,  and  boil  it  in  fea-water  to 
the  conOftence  of  bird-lime ;  the 
refinous  matter  which  floats  upon 
the  furface,  is  taken  o(F,  liquified 
again  in  boiling-  water,  and  pafTed 
through  a  ftrainer.  The  purer  part 
which  pafles  through,  and  the  more 
impure  which  remains  on  the 
ftrainer,  and  contains  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  the  fubftance  of 
the  bark,  are  both  fent  to  Moco, 
whence  they  are  fometimes,  though 
very  rarely,  brought  to  us.  The 
former  is  of  the  confiftcnce  of  ho- 
ney, tenacious,  of  a  reddifli  or  arti 
brown  colour,  an  acrid  unftuous 
tafte,  approaching  in  fmell  to  the 
folid  ftorax,  but  fo  ftrong  as  to  be 
difagreeable :  the  other  is  full  of 
woody  matter,  and  much  weaker 
in  frnell. 

Liquid  ftorax  is  among  us  fcarce 
ever  made  ufe  of  in  medicine,  and 
not  often  found  in  the  Ihops  ;  for 
we  have  no  obfervations  on  its  real 
virtues.  Therefore  it  has  become 
totally  ne^leflfrd. 

SUCCIXUM  \L.E.-\  Amber; 
a  folid,  brittle,  bituminous  fub- 
ftance, dug  out  of  the  earf.h,  or 
found  upon  the  fea-fliores.  The 


largeft  quantities  are  rpetwith  along 
the  coufts  of  Polifli  Pruflia  and  Po- 
merania.  It  is  of  a  white,  yel- 
low, or  brown  colour,  fometimes 
opaque,  and  fometimes  very  clear 
and  tranfparent :  the  dark-colour- 
ed and  opaque  forts,  by  digtftion 
with  certain  expreffed  oils  and  ani-. 
mal  fats,  become  clearer,  paler- 
coloured,  more  pellucid,  and  con- 
fiderably  harder.  Amber  boiled  in 
water,  neither  foftens  nor  under- 
goesany  fenfiblealteration :  expofed 
to  a  greater  heat,  without  addition, 
it  melts  into  a  black  mafs  like 
fome  of  the  more  common  bitu- 
mens :  fet  on  fire,  its  fmell  refem- 
bles  that  which  arifes  from  the 
finer  kinds  of  pit-coal :  diftilled  in 
a  retort,  it  yields  an  oil  and  a  vo- 
latile acidulous  fait. 

Amber  in  fubftance  has  very 
little  fmell  or  tafte ;  and  hence  it 
has  by  fome. been  reckoned  a  mere 
inaftive  earthy  body.  It  was  for- 
merly accounted  an  abforl^ent,  and 
as  fuch  had  a  place  in  the  com- 
pound powder  of  crabs-claws.  It 
certainly  has  no  title  to  this  clafs 
of  medicines,  as  not  being  a£i-ed 
upon  by  any  acid.  It  is  fuppofed 
to  be  of  fervice  in  the  fiuor  albas, 
gleets,  hyjleric  affeBlons,  Sdc.  and  in 
thefe  intentions  is  fometimes  givert 
in  the  form  of  impalpable  powder, 
to  the  quantity  of  a  dram.  A  tinc- 
ture of  amber  made  in  redified  fpi- 
rit  (to  which  it  imparts  a  bitterifh 
aromatic  tafte,  and  a  fragrant  fmell) 
promifes  to  be  of  real  fervice  in 
thefe  diforders.  Boerhaave  extols 
this  tinfturc  as  having  incredible 
efficacy  in  all  thfe  dijiempcrs  which 
proceed  from  weaknefs  and  relax  at  ion  ^ 
and  in  hypochondriacal,  hyjlerical,  and 
cold  languid  cafes.  If  part  of  the 
fpirit  be  abftrafted  by  a  gentle 
heat,  fhe  remainder  proves  a  very 
elegant  aromatic  balfam,  which  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  moft  ufeful 
preparations  obtainable  from  this 
concrete. 
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Amber  in  a  ftate  of  powder  Js 
now  fcarce  ever  prefcribed,  as  it  is 
confideied  an  inert  fubflaiice  in  rhis 
form;  but  by  diftiilation  two  fiib- 
Hancfes  .  are  produced,  which  are 
found  to  be  atftive  :  thefe  are  the 
di!,  and  fait ;  of  which  an  account 
will  be  foitnd  under  their  fpecific 
titles,  in  the  third  part  of  this 
work. 

S  U LPFIUR  :  Sulphurls  fiores  : 
Sulphur  fublimed  [L.  E.]  Sulphur 
or  brimftbne  is  a  yellow  fubftance, 
of  the  mineral  kingdom,  fufible  in 
a  fmall  degree  of  heat,  totally  vo- 
latile in  a  ftronger,  readily  inflam- 
mable,  burning  with  a  blue  flame, 
which  is  accompanied  with  a  fuf- 
fbcatiiig  acid  filme.  It  diffolves  in 
alkaline  liquors  and  in  oils,  not  in 
acids,  water,  or  vinous  fpirits. 

Greateil  part  of  the  fulphur  met 
with  in  the  (hops,  is  obtained  from 
certain  ores  by  a  kind  of  diftilla- 
tion,  or  artificially  compofed  by 
uniting  the  vitriolic  acid  with  in- 
flammable matters.  At  fome  of 
the  Saxon  fulphur-works  (whence 
we  are  chiefly  fupplied)  certain 
minerals  abounding  with  vitriolic 
acid,  biit  containing  little  or  no 
fulphur,  being  Gratified  with  wood, 
Mu\  the  latter  fet  on  fire,  a  large 
quP.ntity  of  fine  fulphur  is  pro- 
eV.ced.  It  is  ufually  brought  to 
x;s  in  Ir.rge  irregular  mafles,  which 
are  afterwards  m.elted  and  call  into 
cylindrical  rolls,  with  the  addition 
of  fome  coarfe  refin,  flour,  or  tiie 
like;  whence  the  paler  colour  of 
the  rolls.  Sulphur  is  not  alfo  un- 
frequently  found  native  in  the 
earth,  fornetimcs  in  tranfparent 
pieces  of  a  greenifli  or  bright  yel- 
low colour ;  but  more  commonly 
in  opaque  grey  ones,  with  only 
fome  ftreaks  of  yellow.  This  lait 
is  the  fort  which  is  underftood  by 
the  name  Sulphur  vivum  [£.] 
though  that  met  with  under  this 
name  in  the  ftiops  is  no  other  than 
the  drofs  remaining  after  the  fub- 


limation  of  fulphur.  All  the  forts 
of  fulphur  are,  when  perfeftly 
pure,  in  no  refpeft  different  from 
one  another:  notwithflanding  the 
preference  given  by  fome  to  the 
more  uncommon  foffil  forts,  thefe 
laft  are  of  ail  others  the  leaft  pro^ 
per  for  medicinal  purpofes,  as  be- 
ing the  moft  fubjeft  to  an  admix- 
ture of  foreign  matter,  both  of  the  • 
metallic  and  arfenical  kind. 

Pure  fulphur  loo/ens  the  belly,  and 
promotes  injhijthle  perfpiration  :  i'. 
feems  to  pafs  through  the  ivhok  htibitj 
and  mamfeftly  tranfpires  through  the 
pores  of  the  Jkin^  as  appears  from  the 
fulphureous  fmcU  of  perfons  who 
have  taken  it,  and  filver  being 
ftained  in  their  pockets  of  a  black- 
ifli  colour,  which  is  the  known 
effeft  of  fulphureous  fumes.  It  is 
a  celebrated  remedy  againji  cutaneous 
difea/es,  both  given  internally,  and 
externally  applied.  It  has  like- 
wife  been  recommended  in  coughs^ 
ajlhnas,  and  other  di/orders  of  the 
breajl  and  lungs,  and  particularly  in 
catarrhs  of  the  chrome  kind.  But^ 
probably  the  benefit  derived  from 
its  ufe  is  owing  ,to  its  laxative 
and  diaphoretic  powers.  It  is  on 
thefe  accounts,  particularly  its  lax- 
ative power,  frequently  ufed  laith 
great  advantage  in  the  piles,  and 
many  other  difeafes  where  it  is  ne- 
cclfary  to  avoid  coflivenefs. 

Though  fulphur  is  not  foluble 
in  cold  water  ;  boiling  water  pour- 
ed upon  it,  and  kept  in  a  clofe 
velTel,  obtains  fome -impregnation, 
fufficient  to  render  it  an  eflfedual 
remedy  for  preventing  returns  of  the 
gout  and  rheumatifm,  according  to 
the  accounts  of  fome  writers.  Sul- 
phur is  never  ufed  internally  in  its  - 
crude  Hate.  The  fidphur  "vivttm  is 
advantageoufly  ufed  againfi  the  itchy 
in  form  of  ointment.  VVhen  it  is 
given  internally,  it  is  either  after 
it  is  fublimed,  or  precipitated  ;  fof 
accounts  of  which  fee  FloresSol- 
PHURis,  and  Sulphur  ruicxriTA' 
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•Tt'M,  inthe'third  part  of  this  Work. 
The 'common  dole  of  fulphiir  rare- 
Iv  exceeds  a  fcruple,  though  Geof- 

ftW  2"^*       ^^"^  drams. 
Some  have  imngined  that  fulphur 
.ufed  externally  is  dangerous  ;  that, 
-as  it  throws  the  morbific  matter 
^^  rwards,  when  given  inwardly,  it 
ft  in  like  manner  drive  it  into 
the  blood,  when  applied  externally. 
This  opinion,  which  is  fiipported 
:by  Ibme  late  writers,  has  no  juft 
:  foundation.    Sulphur  has  nearly 
:the  fame  effefts,  whether  ufed  in- 
iternally  or  externally.     In  both 
, cafes,  the  eruptions  become  fre- 
.  quently  more  copious  after  the  firfl: 
!  Ufe  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable  of  this  concrete, 
I  that,  though  ,  itfclf  a  medicine  of 
iconfiderable  efBcacy,  it  neverthe- 
Ikfs  reftrains  tliat  of  fome  others  of 
:lhe  moft  powerful  kind.  Mdicu>y 
is  reaJerek,  by  the  admixture  of 
fulphur,  inadive ;  npd  the  virulent 
,  knli/Houial  regutus^  almojl  Jo.  Hence, 
when  antimonial  and  mercurial  me- 
■  dicines  exceed  in  operation,  ful- 
phur has  been  given  for  abating 
their  violence;  a»d  fometimes  re- 
ftrains their  farther  action.  Even 
ths  orrofiv:  poifon  arfeiiic  becomes^ 
by  the  addition  of  fulphur,  almoji 
innocent;  and  hence  if  a  fmall  pro- 
jwrtion  of  arfenic  fliould  be  con- 
tained in  fulphur,  it  poffibly  may 
Dot  receive  thence  any  poifonous 
qualities. 

Med.  Virt,  Laxative — Diapho- 
retic— Alterant. 

P k EP.  Flores  Sulph. — Flores  Sulph. 
loti  —  Sulph.  pracipitatum  —  Oleum 
fulphuratum. 

T AC  AM  AH  AC  A  refina  :  '  Po- 
fu'.us  balfamifera  Lin.  Tacamahaca 
5ree;  the  refin.  This  tree  grows 
fpontaneoufjy  on  the  continent  of 
America,  and  in  a  fheltercd  fitu- 
ation  bears  the  winters  of  our  own 
climate.  Two  forts  of  this  refin 
are  fometimes  to  be  met  with.  The 


beft,  called  (from  its  being  collei^ed 
in  a  kind  of  gourd-dicUs)  tacama- 
haca in  fliells,  is  fomewhat  undu- 
ous  and  foftifh,  of  a  pale  yellowifii 
or  grccnifli  colour,  an  aromatic 
tafte,  and  a  fragrant  delightful 
fmell,  approaching  to  that  of  b- 
vendcr  and  ambergris.  This  fort 
is  very  rare :  that  commonly  found 
in  the  fliops  is  in  femitranfparent 
grains  or  glebes,  of  a  whitifh,  yel- 
lowifli,  brownifh,  or  greenifli  co- 
lour, of  a  lefs  grateful  fmell  thaa 
the  Ibregoing.  The  former  is  faid 
to  exude  from  the  fruit  of  the  tree, 
the  other  from  incifions  made  in 
the  trunk.  This  refin  is  faid  to  be 
employed  among  the  Indians,  ex- 
ternally, for  difcujjing  and  maturat- 
ing tumours,  and  abaiiug  pains  ami 
aches  of  the  limbs. 

From  the  fragrance  of  the  finer 
fort,  it  may  probably  be  applicable 
to  different  purpofes;  but  at  pre- 
fent  it  is  little  ufed,  except  as  an 
ingredient  in  fome  of  the  warmin<»- 
plaifliers. 

Med.  Virt.  Difcutient  —  Emol- 
lient — ^  Suppurative. 

TAMARINOUS  [L.  E."]  n- 
marindus  Tndica  Lin.  S.  P.  fruc- 
tui.  Tamarind ;  the'  fruit  of  a 
tree  growing  in  the  Eafi:  and  Weft 
Indies.  It  is  a  pod  refembling  a 
bean-cod,  including  feveral  hard 
feeds,  together  with  a  dark-colour- 
ed vifcid  pulp  of  a  pleafant  acid 
tafte:  the  Eaft-India  tainarinds  arc 
longer  than  the  Weft-India  fort  ; 
the  former  containing  fix  or  feve^  . 
feeds  each,  the  latter  rarely  aboviy' 
three  or  four.  The  pulp  of  thefe 
fruits,  taken  in  the  quantity  of  tw6  • 
or  three  drams,  or  an  ounce  or 
more,  proves  gently  laxative  ox  pur- 
gative;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
its  acidity,  quenches  rhiif,  and  allafs 
immoderate  heat,  in  various  injiam- 
matory  complaints,  and  is  a  corrcBii}e 
of  putrid  acrimony ;  and  ufeful  in 
thofe  difordcrs  of  the  bilious  kind, 
in  which  th:  cathartic,  antifeptic, 
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and  refrigerant  qualities  of  the 
fruit  have  been  found  advantage- 
ous. It  increafes  the  aSlion  of  the 
purgative  fwcets,  cafia  and  manna, 
and  -weakens  that  of  the  refinous  ca- 
thartics. Some  have  fuppofed  it 
capable  of  abating  the  virulence  of 
antim.onial  preparations  ;  but  expe- 
rience fhevvs,  that  it  h;is  rather  a 
contrary  effect,  and  that  all  vejre- 
table  acids  augment  tlieir  power. 

Med.  Virt.  Refrigerant — Lax- 
ative. 

TANACETI  folia,  fores  :  Ta- 
naceti  vulgaris  Lin.  S.  P.  Tanfy  ; 
the  leaves  and  flowers  [L.  £.] 

Tanfy  grows  wild  by  road- fides, 
and  the  borders  of  fields,  and  is 
■frequently  alfo  cultivated  in  gar- 
dens, both  for  culinary  and  medi- 
cinal ufes  :  it  flowers  in  June  and 
July.  Confidered  as  a  medicine, 
it  is  a  moderately  warm  bitter,  ac- 
companied with  a  ttrong,  not  very 
difagreeable  flavour.  Some  have 
had  a  great  opinion  of  it  in  hyjieric 
diforders,  particularly  thofe  pro- 
ceeding from  a  deficiency  or  fup- 
preflion  of  the  uterine  purgations. 
The  leaves  and  feeds  have  been  of 
conflderable  efteem  as  anthelmintics ; 
the  feeds  are  lefs  bitter,  and  more 
acrid  and  aromatic  than  thofe  of 
rue,  to  which  they  are  reckoned  fi- 
milar  ;  or  of  fantonicum,  for  which 
they  have  been  frequently  fubfli- 
tuted. 

The  virtues  of  tanfy,  according 
to  Bergius,  are  tonic,  fomacblc, 
anthelmintic,  emmenagogue,  and  re- 
folvent  Dr.  Clark,  in  Scotland, 
found  it  to  be  great  fervice  in  va- 
riozis  cafes  of  the  gout.  And  Dr.  CtjL- 
LEN  fays,  that  he  had  known  feve- 
ral,  who  had  taken  it  without  any 
advantage  in  the  gout,  and  fome 
others  vvho  reported  that  they  had 
been  relieved  from  the  frequency 
of  the  gout. 

This  plant  is  given  in  dofes  of 
half  a  dram  or  more  for  a  dofe, 
but  it  has  been  more  commonly 


taken  in  infufion,  and  drunk  as 
tea. 

IMed.  Virt.  Stimulant  —  Anti-' 
fpafmodlc  —  Anthelmintic. 

Prep.  Oleum  effimtlale.  * 
THAPSI  BARBATI  folia  :  flo- 
res.    Verbafcum  Thapfus  Lin.  S.  V. 
[£.]  Mullein  ;  the  leaves  and  flow- 
ers. 

This  is  met  with  by  road-fides, 
and  under  hedges  :  it  is  clothed  all 
over  with  foft  downy  leaves,  and 
produces  long  Ipikes  of  yellow 
flowers  in  July.  The  tafte  difco- 
vers  in  it  a  glutinous  quality  ;  and 
-  hence  it  fands  recommended  as  an 
emollient,  and  is  in  fome  places  held 
in  great  efleem  in  cotifumptions.  Otliers 
have  recommended  it  as  firongly  in 
dyfentertc  affeSlions,  It  has  fome- 
times,  though  rarely,  been  employ- 
ed externally  In  Ill-conditioned idcers. 
Catarrhal  coughs,  and  diarrhaa,  how- 
ever are  the  complaints  for  which 
the  mullein  has  been  internally 
prefcribed."  Dr.  Home  tried  them 
in  both,  but  it  was  only  in  the 
latter  that  it  fucceeded.  From  the 
cafes  in  which  he  tried  it,  he  con- 
cludes, that  it  is  ufeful  in  flopping 
or  diminifliing  diarrhoeas  of  an  old 
Handing;  and  often  in  eafing  the 
pains  of  the  inteftines.  They  ac- 
quire a  degree  of  irritability,  and 
the  ordinary  irritating  caufes,  ali- 
ment, bile,  diftenfion  from  &ir, 
keeps  up  a  quicker  periftaltic  mo- 
tion, which  is  obviated  by  the 
emollient,  and  perhaps  gently  aftrin- 
gcnt,  qualities  of  this  plant.  Thede- 
coftion  was  prepared  of  two  ounces 
of  the  leaves  with  Jfe2  of  water. 

The  flowers  of  mullein  have  an 
agreeable,  honey  .like  fweetnefs  ; 
an  extraft  prepared  from  them  by 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine  taftes  ex- 
tremely pleafant. 

Mud.  Virt.  Emollient. 

TARTARUM  [L.  £.]  Tartar 
is  a  faline  fubftance,  confifling  of 
a  vegetable  alkali  fiiperfatu rated 
with  acids  and  is  thrown  off  from 
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wines,  after  fermentation,  to  the 
lides  and  bottom  of  the  cafli.  It 
proves  of  a  red  or  white  colour, 
and  more  or  Icfs  foul  or  drofly,  ac- 
cording to  the  colour  and  quality 
of  the  wine  ;  the  white  is  generally 
looked  upon  as  the  pureft  :  of  either 
fort,  fuch  as  is  clean,  folid,  fome- 
what  tcanfparent,  and  has  its  out- 
iide  covered  over  witli  fmall  fliin- 
ing  cryftal?,  is  preferable  to  fuch 
as  appears  porous,  dri">irv,  opaque, 
and  lefs  bright.  The  virtues  of 
tartar  are  thofe  of  a  miU,  cooling, 
aperient,  laxative  medicine.  Taken 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce,  it 
proves  a  gentle,  though  ejj'e^Iual, 
furgative.  Angelus  Sala  relates, 
that  he  was  cured  of  an  habitual 
colic,  by  ptirging  hiinielf  a  few 
times  with  fix  drams  of  the  crude 
fait,  after  many  other  medicines 
had  been  tried  to  no  purpofe.  It 
is  jiurified  by  diflblving  it  in  boil- 
ing water,  and  feparating  the  earthy 
part  by  filtering  the  folution.  On 
cooling  it  depofits  irregular  cry- 
fiais,  containing  the  colouring  mat- 
ter, which  is  feparated  by  boiling 
the  mafs  with  white  clay. 

The  tartar  thu's  purified  is  called 
cnain  if  tartar.  If  this  be  expofed 
to  a  red  heat,  its  acid  flies  off,  and 
what  remains  is  the  vegetable  al- 
kali, or  fait  of  tartar. 

The  cream  or  cryftals  of  tartar 
are  in  common  ufe,  as  a  laxative, 
and  mild  cathartic ;  they  are  alfo 
confidered  as  coolivg,  and  diuretic, 
and  therefore  have  been  much  em^ 
ployed  in  dropfies,  and  other  cafes 
requiring  the  antiphlogiftic  treat- 
ment. In  large  dofes,  Dr.  Cui.- 
LEN  fays,  they  aft  like  a  purgative 
in  exciting  the  aftion  of  the  ab- 
forbents  in  every  part  of  the  fy- 
ftem,  and  that  more  powerfully 
than  happens  from  the  operation 
of  any  entirely  neutral  fait ;  and 
hence  their  ufe  in  the  cure  of  drop- 
i)'.    Thty  ought  to  be  given  in  a 


liquid  form,  diflTolved  in  water,  of 
which  will  be  required  twenty 
times  the  quantity  of  cold  water 
to  one  of  ihe  cryftals.  The  dofe 
is  from  one  dram  to  two  ounces, 
according  to  circumflances,  and 
fliould  generally  be  regulated  by 
the  efFefts  on  the  body.  If  one 
ounce  is  to  be  given  in  the  day, 
half  fliould  be  given  in  the  morn- 
ing and  half  in  the  evening.  Its 
effefts  are  generally  vifible  in  two 
or  three  weeks ;  if  not,  few  can  be 
perluaded  to  try  it  longer. 

Med.  Virt.  Aperient — Diuretic 
— Refrigerant. 

TEREBINTHINiE.  Turpen- 
tines; refinoiisjuices  extracfled  from 
certain  trees.  There  are  four  kinds 
of  turpentine  diftinguiflied  in  the 
fhops. 

TEREBINTHINA  CHI  A  Pi- 
fiachia  Terebintlitis  Lin.  S.  P.  Chio, 
or  Cyprus  turpentine. 

This  is  generally  about  the  con- 
fidence of  thick  honey,  very  tena- 
cious, clear  and  almoft  tranfparent, 
of  a  white  colour,  with  a  caft  of 
yellow,  and  frequently  of  blue. 
It  has  a '.warm,  pungent,  bitterifh 
tafle ;  and  a  fragrant  fmell,  more 
agreeable  than  any  of  the  other 
turpentines.  . 

This  juice  is  the  produce  of  an 
evergreen  tree  or  flirub,  which 
grows  fpontaneoufly  in  the  warmer 
climates,  and  endures  the  colds  of 
our  own.  The  turpentine  brought 
to  us,  is  extrafted  in  the  iflands 
whofe  names  it  bears,  by  wound- 
ing the  trunk  and  branches  a  little 
after  the  buds  have  come  forth. 
The  juice  ifTues  limpid,  and  clear 
as  water,  and  by  degrees  thickens 
into  the  confulence  in  which  we 
meet  with, it.  A  like  juice  elud- 
ing from  this  tree  in  the  eaflera 
countries,  infpiflated  by  a  flow  fire, 
is  of  frequent  ufe,  as  a  maflicatory, 
among  the  Perfian  ladies,  who  (as 
Kaempfer  informs  us)  are  continu- 
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ally  chewing  it,  in  order  to  fajien 
and  ivhhen  the  teeth,  fweetm  the 
6reath,  and  promote  appetite. 

TEREBINTHINA  VENETA 
[£.]  Venice  turpentine. 

Tills  is  ufually  thinner  than  any 
of  the  other  forts,  of  a  clear, 
whitifli,  or  pale  yellowifli  colour, 
a  hot,  pungent,  bitterlfh,  difagree- 
able  tafte,  and  a  ftrong  fmell,  with- 
out any  thing  of  the  fine  aromatic 
flavour  of  the  Chian  kind. 

The  true  Venice  turpentine  is 
obtained  from  a  large  tree  growing 
in  great  abundance  upon  the  Alps 
and  Pyrenean  mountains,  and  not 
tincommon  in  the  Englifli  gardens. 
"What  is  ufually  met  with  in  the 
lliops,  under  the  name  of  Venice 
turpentine,  comes  from  New  Eng- 
land. Of  what  tree  it  is  the  pro- 
duce, we  have  no  certain  account : 
the  finer  kinds  of  it  are  in  appear- 
ance and  quality  not  confiderably 
different  from  the  true  fort  above 
defcribed. 

TEREBINTHINA  JRGEN- 
TORATENSIS.  Stralburgh  tur- 
pentine. 

This,  as  we  generally  meet  with 
at,  is  of  a  middle  ('.)nfiftence  be- 
twixt the  two  foregoing, more  trans- 
parent and  lefs  tenacious  than  ei- 
ther  ;  its  colour  a  yellowifh  brown. 
Its  fmell  is  very  fragrant,  and  more 
agreeable  than  that  of  any  of  the 
other  turpentines,  except  the  Chi- 
an ;  in  tafte  it  is  the  bittereft,  yet 
the  leaft  acrid. 

This  refin  is  obtained  from  the 
two  forts  of  fir-trees,  which  are  the 
moft  plentiful,  and  perhaps  the 
only  ones  that  grow  fpontaneoully 
in  Europe.  There  is  another  whofe 
refin  is  much  fuperior  to  the  com- 
mon turpentine,  and  has  fometimes 
been  brought  to  us  from  abroad 
tinder  the  name  of  Balsxmum  Ga- 
K  A.DEKSE.  This  fpecies  i5  the  Mies 
minor,  peflinatis  foliis,  Virgininna 
conis  par-vis  fuhroiundis  Pink,  Vir- 


ginian or  Canada  fir-tree  ;  whichj 
though  not  a  native  of  this  climate, 
has  been  found  to  endure  its  fe- 
vereft  colds. 

This  balfam  is  a  tranfparent  re- 
finoiis  juice,  of  a  light  amber  co- 
lour, and  pretty  firm  confiftence. 
It  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
pureft  of  the  turpentines,  has  a 
very  agreeable  fmell,  and  a  warm 
pungent  tafte.  It  is  confidered  by 
fome  as  capable  of  fupplying  th= 
place  of  thi;  balfamum  copaiva; 
but  that  will  require  fome  time  to 
determine. 

TEREBINTHINA  COMMU- 
NIS  [Z,."J  Common  turpentine  is 
the  coarfeft,  and  heavieft,  in  tafte 
and  fmell  the  moft  difagteeable,  of 
all  the  forts :  it  is  about  the  con- 
fiftence of  honey,  of  an  opaque 
brownifli  white  colour. 

This  is  obtained  from  the  wild 
pine,  a  low  unhandfome  tree, 
common  in  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope ;  this  tree  is  extremely  refi- 
nous,  and  remarkably  fubjeft  to  a; 
difeafe  from  a  redundance  and  ex- 
travafatlon  of  its  refin,  infomuch 
that,  without  due  evacuation,  it 
fwells  and  burfts.  The  juice  as  it 
iffiies  from  the  tree  is  received  in 
trenches  made  in  the  earth,  and 
afterwards  freed  from  the  groffer 
impurities  by  colature  through 
wicker  bafkets. 

All  thefe  juices  yield  in  diftil- 
lation  with  water  an  highly  pene- 
tratin^eflential  oil,  a  brittle  infipid 
refin  remaining  behind.  With  re- 
gard to  their  medical  virtues,  they 
promote  nrine,  cleati/e  the  parts  con. 
certied  in  the  evacuation  thereof,  and 
deterge  internal  ulcers  in  general ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  like  other  bit- 
ter hot  fubftances,  f.rengthen  the 
tone  of  the  -vefftls :  they  iiave  an  ad- 
vantage above  moft  other  acrid 
diuretics,  that  tht-y  gently  toofcn  the 
bclh\  Half  an  ounce  or  an  ounce 
of  "^Venice  turpentine,  triturated 
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with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and  dif- 
fuCed  in  water,  may  be  employed 
in  the  form  of  an  injeftion,  as  the 
xnod   certain    laxative  in  colics, 
and  other  cafes  ot  obftinate  co- 
ftivenefs.     They  are  principally 
recommended  in  gleets,  and  ///e 
fuoi-  a'.bus :  the  efficacy  in  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  diforders  is  afcribed  to 
:  its  inducing  fome  degree  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  urethra  ;  in  proof  of 
which  Dr.  Cullen  fays,  that  he 
has  had  fome  inftances,  both  of 
turpentine  and  the  balfam  of  co- 
paiva   producing  a   manifeft  in- 
flammation of  the  urethra,  tx)  the 
degree  of  occafioning  a  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine ;  but  when  thefe  ef- 
fects went  off,  the  gleet  .which  had 
fubfifted  for  fome  time  before,  was 
entirely  cured.  By  fome  alfo  they 
are  confidered  ufeful  in  calailom 
complaints :  where  thefe  lait  pro- 
ceed from  fand  or  gravel,  formed 
into  a  mafs  by  vifcid  mucous  mat- 
ter, the  turpentines,  by  dilToIving 
the  mucus,  promote  the  expulfion 
pf  the  fand ;  but  where  a  calculus 
is  formed,  they  can  do  no  fervice, 
and  only  inetFectually  irritate  or 
inflame  the  parts.     In  all  cafes 
accompanied   with  inflammation, 
thefe  juices  ought  to  be  abftained 
from,  as  this  fymptom  is  increaf- 
ed,   and  not  unfrequently  occa- 
fioned  by  them.    It  is  obfervable, 
that  the  turpentines  impart,  foon 
sfter  taking  them,  a  violet  fmell 
:o  the  urine  ;  and  have  this  etFeft, 
though  applied  only  externally  to 
remote  parts;  particularly  the  Ve- 
nice fort.    This   is  accounted  the 
mofl  povjerful  as  a  diuretic  and  deter- 
gent ;  and  the  Chian  and  Strafburgh 
as  corroborants :  the  common  turpen- 
tine, as  being  the  mod  offenfive, 
is  rarely  given  internally  ;  its  prin- 
cipal ufe  is  in  piafters  and  oint- 
ments among  farriers,  and  for  the 
dif] illation  of  the  oil,  or  fpirit,  as 
it  is  called.    The  dofe  of  thefe 
juices  is  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram 


and  a  half.  They  are'  mofl;  com- 
modioufly  taken  in  the  form  of 
a  bolus,  or  djffblved  in  watery  li- 
quors by  the  mediation  of  the  yolk 
of  an  egg  or  mucilage.  Of  the 
diftilled  oil  a  few  drops  are  a  fuf- 
ficient  dofe.  This  is  a  mofl  potent, 
ftimulating,  detergent  diuretic,  of- 
ten greatly  heats  the  conftitution, 
and  jrequires  the  utmofl:  caution  in 
its  exhibition. 

It  is  not  only  preferred  for  ex- 
ternal ufe,  as  a  rubefacient,  &c.  but 
alfo  internally  as  a  diuretic ;  and 
by  PiTCAiRN  and  Cheyne,  as  a 
remedy  for  the  fciatica  ;  but  few 
ftomachs  can  bear  the  dofes  they 
direft  ;  it  fliould  therefore  be  be- 
gun with  in  fmall  ones,  and  gra- 
dually increafed. 

When  turpentine  is, carried  into 
the  blood-veflels,  it  ftimulates  the 
whole  fyflern;  hence  its  ufe  in  cha~ 
ific  rheumatifm,  and  in  paralyfs. 

Med.  Virt.  Warm  Stimulant-:- 
Diuretic — Ap  eritnt. 

Prep.  EJfential  Oil. 
.   THEjE  folia :    Th^va   bohea  et 
viridis  Lin,  Tea  ;  the  leaves  of  -4 
flirub  cultivated  in  China. 

The  feveral  forts  of  tea  met 
with  among  us,  are  the  leaves  of 
the  fame  plant,  collgfted  at  differ- 
ent times,  and  cured  in  a  fome- 
what  different  manner.    The  fmall 
young  leaves  very  carefully  dried, 
are  the  finer  green.  The  older  afford 
the  ordinary  green  and  bohea.  The 
two  firfl:  have  a  fenfible  flavour  of 
violets;  the  other,  of  rofes.  The 
former  is  the  naturaj  odour  of  the 
plant ;  the  latter,  as  Neumann  ob- 
fcrves,  is  probably  introduced  by- 
art.     Some  of  the  dealers  in  this 
commodity  in  Europe  are  not  ig- 
norant that  bohea  tea  is  imitablc 
by  the  leaves  of  certain  common 
.plants,   artificially   tinctured,  and 
impregnated  with  the  rofe  flavour. 
The  tafte  of  both  forts  is  flightly 
bitterifh,  fubaflringcnt,  and  fome- 
what  aromatic.   The  medical  vii-. 
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nics  attributed  to  thefe  leaves  are 
fufficit  iitly  nuirierous,  though  few 
of  them  have  any  jufi  fouiuiation  : 
little  more  can  be  expected  from 
the  common  infufions,  than  that  of 
a  diluent^  acceptable  to  the  palate 
and  ftomach  :  the  diuretic,  diapho- 
retic, and  other  virtues  which  they 
have  been  celebrated  for,  depend 
more  on  the  quantity  of  warm 
fluid,  than  any  particular  qualities 
which  it  gains  from  the  tea.  No- 
thing arifes  in  diftillation  from 
either  fort  of  tea  with  reftified  fpi- 
rit ;  water  elevates  the  whole  of 
their  flavour. 

Good  tea  in  moderate  quantity 
feems  to  refrefli  and  llrengthen;  but, 
if  taken  in  a  recent  highly  flavour- 
ed ftate,  and  in  cor.fiderable  quan- 
tity, its  ufe  is  apt  :o  be  fucceeded 
by  weaknefs,  tremors,  and  other 
milar  confequences  refulting  from 
the  fedative  and  narcotic  vegeta- 
Wes.  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  Experi- 
ments on  Mufcular  Aftion,  No.  36  ; 
found  that  an  infufion  of  green  tea 
had  the  efFeft  of  deftroying  the  fen- 
fibility  of  the  fauces,  and  the  irri- 
tability of  the  mufdes.  And  from 
tlie  experiments  of  Dr.  Lettsom, 
it  appears  that  green  tea,  on  diftil- 
lation,  gives  out  an  odorous  water, 
■which  is  powerfully  narcotic  :  and 
Dr.  CuLLEN,  from  the  obfervations 
he  has  made  for  fifty  years  in  all 
forts  of  perfons,  is  convinced,  that 
the  qualities  of  tea  are  narcotic,  and 
fedative.  '  Notwithflanding  which, 
he  does  not  deny  but  that  it  may 
fometimes  (hew  ufeful  qualities  : — 
It  is  very  poflible,  that,  in  certain 
perfons,  taken  in  moderate  quan- 
tity, it  may,  like  other  narcotics  in 
a  moderate  dofe,  prove  like  thefe 
exhilirating,  or  have  fome  efFeft  in 
takint^  off  nritfilility,  or  in  quiet- 
ing fome  irregularitie-j  of  the  ner- 
vous fyftem.  As  its  bad  effefts 
have  been  often  imputed  to  the 
warm  or  rather  hot  water  that  ac- 
companies, it  fo  there  is  np  doubt 


but  fome  of  its  good  effefts  may 
alfo  be  afcribed  to  the  fame  caiife, 
and  particularly  its  being  often  fo 
grateful  after  a  full  meal. 

Med.  Virt.  Narcotic— Sedative. 

THLAPSIS  femcn.  TIdapfi  ar- 
vefife  Lm.  Treacle,  or  mithridate, 
m'uftard  ;  the  feeds. 

Two  forts  of  thlapfi  are  ufed 
promifcuoudy  ;  thev  both  grow 
wild,  the  latter  moft  plentifully. 
Thefe  feeds  have  an  acrid  biting  tafte 
like  common  muflarcf,  whh  which 
they  agree  in  medical  qualities. 

THUS  VULGARE,  rejlna  \L.-\ 
Common  frankincenfe ;  a  /olid, 
brittle  refin,  brought  to  us  in  little 
glebes  or  mafles,  of  a  brownifli  or 
yellowifli  colour  on  theoutfide;  in- 
ternally whitifh,  or  variegated  with 
whitifli  fpecks;  of  a  bitteriOi,  a- 
crid,  not  agreeable  tafle,  without 
any  confiderable  fmell.  It  is  fiip- 
pofed  to  be  the  produce  of  the 
pine-tree  which  yields  the  terebin- 
thina  communis  ;  and  to  concrete 
pn  the  furface  of  the  terebinthinate 
juice  foon  after  it  has  iffued  from 
the  plant. 

THYMI  folia  :  Thyini  vulgaris 
Lin.  Common  thyme ;  the  leaves 
[E.]  _ 

This  plant  is  frequent  in  our 
gardens,  and  flowers  in  Jpne  and 
July.  It  has  an  agreeable  aromatic 
fmell,  and  a  warm  pungent  tafte  ; 
which  it  imparts  by  infufion  to 
rectified  fpirit,  and  fends  over  in 
diftillation  with  water.  Alon?  with 
the  water  arifes  an  eflential  oil, 
extremely  hot  and  pungent. 

Bergids  confiders  thyme  as  rc- 
folvent,  emrnmagogue^  diuretic,  tonic, 
Jio7nachic  ;  but  there  is  no  difeafe 
in  which  its  ufe  is  recommended. 
As  an  aromatic,  it  may  be  as  ufeful 
as  lavender,  fage,  rofemary,  &c. 
It  differs  little  from  origanum,  and 
may  be  put  to  the  fame  ufe. 

TILIyE  jkres  :  Tilia;  Europacn 
Lin,  The  lime  or  linden  tree  \  it? 
flowers. 
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The  lime-tree  has  been  much 
valu.;(l  on  account  of  its  quick 
growth  and  pleafant  fliade  ;  it 
flowers  in  July,  and  lofes  its  leaves 
foon  after.  The  flowers  are  made 
ufe  of  chiefly  on  account  of  their 
agreeable  flavour,  which  water  ex- 
tra<fts  from  them  by  infufion,  and 
elevates  in  diftillation.  Among  the 
writers  on  the  Materia  Medica, 
they  have  the  character  of  an  an- 
ttepihftic,  and  a  J'pecific  in  all  kinds 
of fpaj'ms  and  pains.  Frederick  Hoff- 
mann relates,  that  he  knew  a  chro- 
jiical  epilepfy  cured  by  the  ufe  of 
an  infufion  of  thefe  flowers  drunk 
as  tea. 

Med.  Virt.  Antifpafmodic. 
TORMENTILL'^;W/.v;  Tor- 
nantiU^  eretl.r  Lin.  S.  P.  Tormen- 
tii,  or  feptfoil;  the  root  [L.  £.] 

Tormentil  is  found  wild  in  woods 
and  on  commons.  It  has  long  flen- 
der  ftalks,  with  ufually  feven  long 
narrow  leaves  at  a  ^oint ;  the  root 
is  for  the  moft  part  crooked  and 
knotty,  of  a  blackifli  colour  on  tJie 
cutfide,  and  a  reddifli  within.  This 
root  has  an  auftere  flyptic  tafte,  ac- 
companied with  a  flight  kind  of 
aromatic  flavour.  It  is  one  of  ike 
TT.oJl  agreeable  and  efficacious  of  the 
vegetable  afringevts,  and  is  employ- 
ed with  fuccefs  in  all  cafes  where 
medicines  of  this  clafs  are  proper. 
It  is  more  ufed,  both  in  extempo- 
raneous prefcription  and  in  officinal 
corrpofition,  than  any  of  the  other 
flrong  vegetable  aftringents.  As 
the  reGn  it  contains  is  very  incon- 
fiderable,  it  feems  more  particularly 
adapted  to  thofe  cafes  where  the 
heating  and  flimulating  medicines 
of  this  clafs  are  lefs  proper,  as  pluhi- 

fical  diarrhoea,  diarrhoea  crucnta. 
Given  in  fubflance,  and  in  large 
dofes,  either  by  itfelf  or  joined 
with  gentian,  it  has  been  faid  to 
cure   intermittent s.    In  hemorrhages, 

fiuor  albvs,  and  involuntary  miSluri- 
t.on,  tormentil-root  has  been  con- 
iidered  advantageous. 


In  powder,  from  half  a  dram  to 
a  dram  or  more,  has  been  given  for 
a  dofe  ;  but  the  following  decoiSioa 
has  been  more  frequently  prefcribed. 
An  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  powder- 
ed root  16  ordered  to  be  boiled 
in  three  pints  ot  water  to  a  quart, 
adding,  towards  the  end  of  the 
boiling,  a  dram  of  cinnamon.  Of 
the  {trained  liquor,  fweetened  with 
any  agreeable  fyrup,  two  ounces  or 
more  may  be  taken  four  ti.iies  a 
day. 

A  tinifVure  made  from  it  with 
reftified  fpirit  poffeffes  the  whole 
aftrinsencv  and  flavour  of  the  root, 
and  lofes  nothing  of  cither  in.  iu- 
fpiflation. 
-     Med.  ViRT.  Afringent. 

TOXICODENDRON .-  Rhus 
To.vicondendron  Lin.  Gen,  Plan,  Poi- 
fon-tree,  or  Poifon-w*:iod. 

This  tree  is  a  native  of  America, 
though  it  has  been  introduced  into 
England  ever  fince  the  year  1640. 
It  is  extremely  noxious,  either  by 
handlino;  it  or  bv  the  fmell. 

Many  people  have  been  poifoned 
by  the  fmcU  of  the  tree  when  cut 
down  ;  many  while  burning  it  in. 
their  fires  :  they  are  often  fvvelied 
and  choaked  up  in  a  wonderful 
manner.  By  handling  it  many  have 
been  made  blind  for  feveral  days. 
It  does  not  aft  alike  on  all;  for  on. 
fome  it  will  not  have  any  effeft.- 
The  poifon  of  the  tree  is  never 
mortal,  but  goes  ofl"'  without  any 
afliflance  in  a  few  davs  ;  fallad  oil^ 
and  cream,  rubbed  upon  the  parts,  ex- 
pedite  the  removal  .of  its  effefts. 
The  firfl:  fymptoms  of  its  aftion 
are  a  violent  itching  in  thefl<in,  fo 
great  as  to  provoke  fcratching  and 
rubbing ;  then  fucceed  inflamma,- 
tion  and  fwelling  of  the  part  :  fome- 
times  the  whole  body  is  (welled  and 
poifoned  in  this  manner;  fome- 
times  only  a  particular  part,  as  the 
legs ;  and  in  this  cafe  they  often 
difcharge  a  quantity  of  ferum,  and 
then  grow  well.    Tjie  chief  ufc 
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tliac  is  made  of  the  juice  of  tljis 
plant  is  for  dying  linen  of  a  black 
colour.  There  arc  feveral  cafes  of 
its  aood  effe(5>s  in  paralvlis  recited 
by  Dr.  Alderson.  The  beft  mode 
of  giving  it  is  in  form  of  powder, 
beginning  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain, 
made  into  a  bohis  twice  a  day,  and 
gradualJy  increafing  the  dofe  and 
repetition  according  to  its  effects. 
And  it  is  probable  that  this  me- 
dicine may  produce  good  efFefts  in 
other  cafes  of  nervous  afFeftions. 

TRICHOMANIS  folia  : ' Afple- 
ttii  Trichomatiis  Lhi.  Englifli  maid- 
en-hair; the  leaves  [£.] 

This  is  one  of  the  herbs  called, 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  flalks, 
capillary.  It  is  found  wild  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  England,  upon  old 
walls,  and  in  fliady  places.  The 
leaves  have  a  mucilaginous,  fweet- 
ifli,  fubaftringent  tafte,  Avithout 
any  particular  flavour ;  they  are 
efteemed  iifefnl  in  difordey's  of  the 
hreaft  proceeding  from  a  thicknefs 
and  acritnotiy  of  the  juices  ;  and  are 
like  wife  fuppofed  to  promote  the  ex- 
■peBorntion  of  tough  phlegm^  and  to 
open  ohjiruHions  of  the  'vifcera.  They 
are  ufually  direfted  in  infufion  or 
deGodion,  with  the  addition  of  a 
Jittle  liquorice.  A  fyrup  prepared 
from  them,  though  it  has  no  place 
in  our  Pharmacopoeias,  is  frequent- 
ly met  with  in  the  fiiops,  both  as 
prepared  abroad  and  at  home.  The 
fyrup  brought  from  abroad  has  an 
admixture  of  orange  flower  water. 

A  little  of  thefe  mixed  with  wa- 
ter makes  a  very  pleafant  draught. 

Med.  Virt.  Peroral. 

Prep.  Syrup. 

TRIFOLII  PALUDCSI  folia: 
Mcnyan'this  trifoliata:  Lin.  Marfli 
trefoil,  or  buck-beans;  the  leaves 

This  plant  grows  wild  in  moift 
marfliy  places;  it  has  three  oval 
leaves,  ftanding  together  upon  one 
pedicle  which  ilTues  from  the  root  ; 
their  tafte  is  very  bitter,  and  Ibme- 
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what  naufeouf.  Marfh  trefoil  i; 
an  efficacious  aperient.,  and  dcoljhu- 
ent^  promotes  the  fluid  fecrcticn:,  and, 
if  liberally  taken,  gently  loofens  the 
belly.  It  lias  gained  great  reputa- 
tion in  fcorbutic  and  frophulous  dif. 
orders,  in  dropfy,  jaundice,  afih  ma. 
rhcumatifm,  worms,  gout  :  and  its 
good  etrefts  in  thefe  cafes  h  ave 
been  warranted  by  experience.  In- 
veterate cutaneous  dfeofes  have  been 
removed  by  an  infufion  of  the 
leaves,  drunk  to  the  quantity  of 
a  pint  a  day,  at  proper  intei-vals, 
and  continued  fome  weeks.  Dr. 
CuLLEN  has  had  frequent  expe- 
rience of  their  good  efFefts  in  fomc 
of  thefe  of  herpetic  and  feemingly 
cancerous  kind.  Boerhaave  relates, 
that  he  was  relieved  of  the  gout  by 
drinking  the  juice  mixed  with 
whev. 

It  is  faid,  that  of  late  years  that 
the  leaves  of  buck-bean  has  come 
into  common  ufe,  as  an  alterant 
and  aperient,  in  impurities  of  the 
humours,  and  fome  hydropic  and  rheu- 
matic cafes  ;  and  as  an  aftive  and 
eccoprotic  bitter  they  appear  not 
ill  adapted  to  fupply  the  want  of 
bile  in  the  primas  vios;  and  thence 
may  be  inferred  their  ufe  in  pro- 
trafted  jaundice,  and  other  biliary 
obftruiftions. 

From  one  fcruple  to  gji  of  the 
leaves  in  powder,  may  be  giveii 
two  or  three  times  a  day  ;  or  per- 
haps a  ftrong  infufion  is  prefer- 
able. 

Med.  Virt.  Laxative — Jlperi- 
ent  —  Alterative. 

TRITICI  farina,  amylum:  Triti-i 
ci  Itybzini  L.  S.  P.  Wheat;  the 
meal,  and  flarch  [L.]  (prepared 
from  the  meal  by  maceration  in 
frefh  quantities  of  water  and  bran.) 

Wheat,  a  common  article  of  our 
food,  is  more  glutinous  and  nutri- 
tious than  moft  other  kinds  of 
grain.  TheFLouK,  or  the  Starch, 
prepared  from  it,  forms  with  water 
a  foft  vifcid  fubftance^  which  ha? 
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been  taken  with  fuccefs  in  diar- 
<  rkxas  and  Moitei  hs. 

Brav  contains,  befides  the  hu(ks 
or  fliells  of  the  wheat,  a  portion  of 
its  farinaceous   matter.    This  is 
lefs    glutinous    than     the  finer 
flour,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  a 
.detf-irent   quality.     Bran   is  'not 
•unfrequeutly 'employed  in  this  in- 
tttntion  externally  ;  and  infufed  in 
:  boiling  water,  and  fweetened  with 
! honey,  to  which  a  proper  propor- 
■  rion  of  nitre  may  be  added,  taken 
i liberally,  is  very  ferviceable  in  ca- 
ttarrhous   complaints,    and  flight 
.coiigiis,  occafioned  by  what  is  call- 
;  ed  catching  of  cold. 

Bread,  that  which  is  good, 
iftionid  be  compofed  of  flour  well 
i kneaded  with  the  iightell:  water, 
ifeafoned  with  a  lirtle  fait,  ferment- 
led  with  the  fineft  yeall,  and  fuffi- 
icientiv  baked.  Unfermented  bread 
iis  vifcid  and  glutinous,  which  prb- 
1  perties  are  deltroyed'  by  fermenta- 
;  tion ;  and  hence  the  bread  becomes 
;ni.r!re  eafily  di^eftible,  but  at  the 
:la:ne  time  it  inclines  to  acidity. 
That  bread  which  is  the  lightefi:, 
.  and  moft  eafily  difTolved  in  water,  is 
tthe  moft  whoiefome,  digefted  with 
:the  greateft  facility,  and  fooneft 
.converted  to  laudable  nutrition. 
I  Bread,  highly  toafted,  not  burnt, 
rtill  it  is  the  colour  of  coffee,  and 
:  infufed,  or  liojhtlv  boiled  in  water, 
:  imparts  a  deep  colour,  and  a  fuffi- 
'  cientlv  ajrreeable  reftringent  tafte. 
Tuis  liquor,  taken  as  common 
-drink,  has  done  fervice  in  a  ivcak 
1  '  ■■  Jlate  of  the  Jlomach  and  hitejlines  ; 

!  in  bilious  vomiting  and  pf'ging,- 
or  the  cholera  morbus :  examples  are 
•related  in  the  Edinbiirgh  Effays  of 
_f(?veral  cafes  of  this  kind  cured  by 
it,  without  the  ufe  of  any  other 
.medicine. 
^  Med.  Virt.  Nutritious  and  glu- 
tinous. 

Prep.  Flour,  bread,  /arch,  and 
•  Pran. 

Cmv'Avulus 


Turpethum  Lin.  Turbith  ;  the  corti- 
c^X  part  of  the  root  of  an  Indian 
c-':^ volvulus,  brought  to  us  in  ob- 
long pieces,  of  a  brown  or  afh  co- 
lour on  the-outfide,  and  whitifh 
within.  The  beft  is  ponderous, 
not  wrinkled,  eafy  to  break,  and 
difcovers  a  large  quantity  of  refin- 
ous  matter  to  the  eye.  Its  tafte  is 
at  firfl:  fweetifh  ;  chewed  for  a  lit- 
tle time,  it  becomes  acrid,  pun- 
gent, and  naufeous.  This  root  is 
a  cathartic,  not  of  the  fafeft  or  moft 
certain  kind.  The  refi nous  matter, 
in  which  its  virtue  refides,  appears 
to  be  very  unequally  diftributed; 
infomuch  that  fome  pieces,  takea 
from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram,  purge 
violentlv;  while  others,  in  laraer 
dofes,  have  fcarce  any  effeft  at  all. 
An  extraff  made  frorh  the  root 
is  more  uniform  in  ftrength,  though 
not  fuperior  or  equal  to  purgatives 
more  common  in  the  fliops. 

Med.  Virt.  J^iolently  cathartic. 

Prep.  Extrafl. 

TUSSILAGINIS/o//^,  et Jiores  : 
Tujjilagiais farfar^e  Lin.  S.  P.  Colts- 
foot :  the  leaves  and  flowers  [Z.  £.] 

This  grows  wild  in  watery  places, 
producing  yellow  flowers  in  Febru- 
ary and  March.  Thefe  foon  fall 
off,  and  are  fucceeded  by  large 
roundifli  leaves,  hairy  underneath. 
Their  tafte  is  rough  and  mucila- 
ginous; but  they  have  no  rema,rk- 
able  fmell.  The  leaves  have  always 
been  recommended. as  poflefling  de- 
mulcent and  perioral  virtues  ;  confe- 
quently  efteemed  ufeful  in  pulmo- 
nary confumption,  coughs,  ajlhmas.  and 
other  diforders  of  the  breajl  and  lungs. 
Fuller  recommends  it  a-s  a  valua- 
ble medicine  in  fcrophnla;  and  Dr. 
CuLLEN  found  it  ferviceable  in 
fome  Jirumous  fivclUngs,  as  did  alfo 
Percival  in  heftic  diarrhoea.  It  is 
commonly  ufcd  as  tea,  or  given  by 
way  of  infufion,  to  which  liquorice- 
rootf  or  honey,  may  be  added. 

Med.  VlRT.  Emollient  tind  muci- 
laginous.    '  ^ 
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TtJTIA  [E.]  Tutty;  an  .impure 
fiiblimate  of  zinc,  or  an  argillace- 
ous fubdance  impregnated  there- 
■with,  formed  into  tiibulous  pieces 
l\kt  the  bark  of  a  tree.  It  is  mode- 
rately hard  and  ponderous,  of  a 
brownifli  colour,  and  full  of  fmall 
protuberances  on  the  outfide, 
liiiooth  and  yellowifh  within.  Some 
pieces  have  a  biueifli  caft,  from  mi- 
nute globules  of  zinc  being  thrown 
up  by  the  lieat  in  its  metaUix:  form. 
Tutty  is  celebrated  as  an  cplitlialmic, 
and  frequently  employed  as  fuch  in 
unguents  andcoUyria.  See  Zincum. 

Valerianae  silvestris 

radix :  V alerian^e  officinalis  Lin  S.  P. 
XVild  valerian  ;  its  root  [Z,.  £.] 

This  root  confifts  of  a  number  of 
firings  or  fibres  matted  together, 
ifiiiing  from  one  common  head  ;  of 
a  whitifl)  or  pale  brownifli  colour: 
its  fmell  is  ftrong,  like  a  mixture  of 
aromatics  with  fetids ;  the  tafle  iTn- 
pleafantlv  warm,  bittcrifli,  and  fub- 
acrid.  There  is  another  wild  va- 
lerian, with  broader  leaves,  of  a 
deeper  and  fliining  green  colour, 
met  with  in  watery  places.  Both 
forts  have  hitherto  been  ufed  indif- 
criminateiy,  and  Linnsus  has  join- 
ed them  into  one  fpecies  ;  but  tiie 
former  is  confiderably  the  flrongcr, 
and  lofes  much  of  its  quality  if 
tranfplanted  into  fuch  foils  as  the 
other  naturally  delights  in.  The 
roots  produced  in  low  watery 
grounds,  have  a  remarkably  faint 
fmell  in  comparifon  of  the  others, 
and  fomctimes  fcarce  any  at  all. 
Wild  valerian  grows  on  open, 
dry,  mountainous  places;  and  tak- 
en up  in  autumn,  or  winter,  has 
much  ftronger  fenfible  qualities 
than  that  collected  in  Ipring  and 
fummer.  The  root  is  a  medicine 
of  great  ufe  in  nervous  dijordtrs^  and 
is  particularly  ferviceable  in^  cpikp- 
Jies  proceeding  from  a  debility  of 
the  nervous  fyftem.  It  was  firft 
brought  into  efteem  in  thcfe  cafes 
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by  Fabius  Columna,  who  by  tak- 
ing the  powdered  root,  in  the  dofe 
of  half  a  fpoonful,  was  cured  of 
an  inveterate  epilepfy,  after  many- 
other  medicines  had  been  tried  in 
vain.  But  it  was  given  in  fomc 
cafes  of  epilepfy  at  the  Edinburgh 
difpenfary,  to  the  extent  of  two 
ounces  a  day,  without  any  efFeff. 
However  it  has  been  tried  in  feve- 
ral  other  complaints  termed  ner- 
vous, particularly  thofe  produced 
by  increafed  mobility  and  irrita- 
bility of  the  nervous  fyflem,  and 
has  there  been  highly  ferviceable. 
Berclus  contiders  it  as  antifpafmo- 
dic,  diaphoretic,  emmenagogue,  diu- 
retic, and  anthelmintic  ;  the  firfl  of 
which  powers  is  very  well  efta- 
bliflied  ;  and  hence  it  is  recom- 
mended in  epilepfy,  convulfions,  be- 
micraiiio,  hyjleria,  and  dimnefs  of 
fight ;  in  which  laft  cafe  Fordyce 
recommends  it  very  highly.  It 
fliould  be  given  in  large dofes  from 
3j  to  S'j  or  more  ;  in  infufion,  from 
one  to  two  drams.  Its  unpleafant 
flavour  is  nioft  efieftually  concealed 
by  a  fuitable  addition  of  mace. 

IVIed.  ViRT.  Aiitijpafmodic. 

Prep.  I'ovcder  —  a  fpirittious  and 
volatile  Tin^iire. 

rERONIC.^.  MARIS  folia: 
fcronic^e  officinalis  Lin.  IVJaie  fpeed- 
well ;  the  leaves.  ^, 

Tiiis  is  one  of  the  veronica  v.-hich 
produce  their  flowers  in  cluUers  at 
the  joints  of  the  ftalks.  It  is  a  rough 
procumbent  plant,  not  unfrequently 
met  with  on  dry  commons,  and  in 
fandy  grounds.  In  tafle,  fmell,  and 
itifdical  virtues,  it  is  fimilar  to  the 
betonica ;  though  the  veronica  is 
commonly  fuppofed  to  have  more 
of  an  aperient  and  pc^Joral  i-irtue, 
and  betony  to  be  rather  nervine  and 
cephalic.  Hoffman  and  Job.  Fran- 
cos have  written  exprefs  treatifcs  on 
this  plant,  recommending  inlufions 
of  it,  drunk  in  the  form  of  tea,  as 
very  fahibrious  in  many  difor- 
ders,  particularly  thofe  of  the  breafl. 
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Med.  ViP-T.  Jpitient  — Peroral. 

riNCETOXlCI  raMx:  JfcU{>'ui- 
tlts  f  'incemici  Ltn.  Swallow-woitj 
or  fame  poifon  ;  the  lOot. 

This  is  a  native  oF  the  wanner 
climates  :  it  is  fometimes  met  with 
ill  our  gardens,  but  rarely  pcrlefts 
its  feeds.  It  is  reckoned  by  bota- 
nies a  fpecies  of  apocynum,  or 
doglbane;  from  all  the  po'ifonous  Jorts 
ej  zvhick  it  may  be  dijUngitiJ/ieci,  hy 
yiehUng  a  limpitl  juice,  lu/iiiji  that  of 
iki  others  is  milky.  The  root  has  a 
Iirong  fmell,  efpecially  when  frelh, 
approaching  to  that  of  valerian,  or 
uard  ;  the  tafle  is  at  firft  fweetifli 
and  aromatic,  but  foon  becomes 
bicterifli,  fubacrid,  and  naufeoiis. 
This  root  is  efteemed  fudonfic,  diu- 
!:::c,  and  emmctiagoguc,  and  fre- 
quently employed  by  the  French 
and  German  phyficians  as  an  alex- 
ipharmu;  fometimes  as  a  fuceeda- 
neum  to  contra'.er'ja :  whence  it  has 
received  the  name  of  contrayerva 
Germanorum.  Among  us  it  is  very 
r^rciy  made  ufe  of :  it  appears,  from 
its  fenfible  qualities,  to  be  a  medi- 
cine of  much  the  far.ie  kind  with 
valerian,  which  is  indifputably  pre- 
ferable to  it. 

Med.  Virt.  Sudorific  —  Anli- 
fpafnodic. 

ViXUM.  Wine;  the  fermented 
j.::ce  of  the  grape.  Among  the 
great  variety  of  wines  in  common 
ufe  among  us,  four  are  employed 
in  the  fliops  as  menftrua  for  medi- 
cinal fimples  [L.  £.] 

Vinitm  album.,  ■vinum  album  Hif- 
fanicum.  Mountain. 

Vmum  Canarinum,  Canary  orfack. 

Vinum  Rhcnanujn,  Rhenifh, 

Vinum  rubrum.  Red  port. 

The  ufes  of  thefe  liquors  as 
menftrua  and  vehicles  of  the  virtues 
of  other  medicines,  will  be  given 
hereafter  ;  in  fhis  place  we  fliall 
confider  only  their  effects  on  the 
human  bo<^y.  Thefe  are,  to  cheat 
the  fpirits,  "xarm  the  habit,  promote 
perfpiration^  nndtr  the  r-Jfch  full  and 


turgid,  raifc  the  pulfe,  ,juic  ien  the  en-', 
culation,  and  in  large  quantities  to 
prove  into.xicating  and  fedntive.  The 
effe(5ls  of  tlie  full-bodied  wines,  are 
much  more  durable  than  thofe  of 
tiie  thinner;  all  fweet  luines,  as 
Canary,  abound  with  a  glutinous 
nutritious  fubflance ;  whllft  the 
others  are  not  nutrimental,  or  only 
accidentally  fo,  by  ftrengthening 
the  organs  employed  in  digeftion; 
Sixieet  luiiies  in  general  do  not/pafs 
off  freely  by  urine,  and  heat  the 
conftitution  more  than  an  equal 
quantity  of  any  other,  though  con- 
taining full  as  much  fplrit ;  red 
port,  and  moft  of  the  red  winesj 
have  an  ajiriugent  qudlity,  by  which 
they  /Irengtheh  the  tone  of  the  Jlomack 
and  intejlines,  and  thus  prove  fer- 
viceable  for  rejiraining  iiii>ttddtrate  fe- 
crelions  :  thofe  which  are  of  an  acid 
nature,  as  Rhenijij,  pafs  freely  by  the 
kidneys,  and  gently  loofen  the  belly  :  it 
is  fuppofed  that  thefe  lafi:  exafpe- 
rate  or  occafion  gouty  and  calcu- 
lous diforders  ;  and  that  new  wines 
of  every  kind  have  this  efFeft. 

All  wines,  on  a  chemical  invefti- 
gation,  chiefly  confift  of  wafer,  al- 
coholj  a  peculiar  acid,  the  aerial 
acid,  tartar,  and  an  aftringent  gum- 
my refinous  matter,  in  which  the 
colour  of  the  red  wine  refides,  and 
which  is  prefled  out  of  the  hu/lis  of 
the  grapes.  They  differ  from  each 
other  in  proportion  to  thefe  ingre- 
dients, and  particularly  ih  that,  of 
alcohol  which  they  contain. 

The  qualities  of  wine  depend  nof 
only  upon  the  difference,  of  the 
grapes,  as  containing  morp  or  lefs 
faccharine  matter,  and  of  the  acid 
matter  which  accompanies  it,  but 
alfo  upon  the  eircumffances  attend- 
ing the  fermetitative  procefs.  If  the 
fermentation  be  incompletCj  that 
is,  not  carried  far  enough,  the  win£* 
may  contain  a  portion  of  tntijt,  oc 
unafTimilated  juice  ;  or  if  it  be  too 
adive,  or  too  long  j>rotra<ffcd,  it 
mav  be  couverted  iiitu  vincenr, 
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Wine  in  many  diforders  is  highly 
fcrviceable,  particiihirly  in  fevers 
of  the  typhous  kiiul^  or  of  a  putrid 
tendency y  in  which  it  is  found  to 
raife  the  piilfe,  fupport  the  ftrength, 
promote  a  diaphorefis,  and  refill 
putrefaftion  ;  and  in  many  cafes  it 
proves  of  more  immediate  advan- 
tage than  bark. 

Delirium^  which  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  exceffive  irritability, or  of 
a,  defeftive  fiate  of  nervoiis'energy, 
is  often  entirely  removed  by  the  free 
life  of  wine,  Thofe  who  indulge  in 
the/ufe  of  wine  are  le/s  fubjeil  to  fe- 
vers, both  of  the  malignant  RnA  biter- 
mittent  kind.  In  putrid  fore  throat,  in 
the  fmall  pox,  when  attended  with 
great  debility  and  fymptoms  of 
putrcfcencV)  in  gangrenes,  in  the 
plague,  vvine  is  to  be  confidered  a 
principal  remedy.  And-inalmofl: 
all  cafes  of  languors,  and  of  great 
proftralion  of  Itrength,  wine  is  ex- 
perienced to  be  a  more  grateful  and 
efficacious  cordial  than  can  be  fur- 
niflied  from  the  whole  clafs  of  aro- 
p-,r.tics. 

Med.  Virt.  Cordial — Corrobo- 
rant —  ^ntiputrrfcent, 

WO'LM  flores  :  F'lola  odorata 
Lin,  ,  The  lingle  March  violet ;  its 
flowers  [Z/.  £.] 

Thisisoften  found  wild  in  hedges 
and  lliady  places,  and  flowers  in 
March ;  the  fliops  are  generally 
fupplied  from  gardens.  In  our 
markets,  we  meet  with  the  flowers 
of  a  different  fpecies,  named  by 
botanifts  viiila  tnartia  tnajor  hirfuta, 
inodora  :  thefe  may  be  diftinguillied 
fvom  the  foregoing  by  their  being 
l^-gcr,  of  a  pale  colour,  and  no 
imell.  The  officinal  flowers  have 
a  very  plcfifant  fmell,  and  a  deep 
pnrplifli  bine  colour,  denominnted 
fr-om  them  viokt.  They  impart  their 
colour  and  flavour  to  aqueous  li- 
quors r  -  a  fyrup  made  from  the  in- 
fufion  has  long  maintained  a  place 
in  the  fliops,, and  proves  an  agreea- 
ble and  ufeful  laxative  for  child- 
ren. ♦  - 


This  fyrup  is  alfo  found  ufeful 
in  many  chemical  experiments,  to 
deteft  an  acid,  or  an  alcali;  the  for- 
mer changing  the  blue  colour  to  % 
red,  the  latter  to  a  green. 

Med.  Virt.  Laxative. 

Prep.  A  Syrup. 

*  FIOLJE  Tricohris  folia  Lin. 
Panfies  or  hearts-eafe.  This  plant 
has  been  lately  recommended  by 
Dr.  Strack,  a  German  phyfician,  as 
afpecific  hi  the  crufla  laBea  of  child' 
ren.  He  direfts  a  handful  of  the 
frefli,  or  half  a  dram  of  tl.e  dried, 
leaves  to  be  boiled  in  half  a  pint  of 
milk,  which  is  to  be  drained  for 
life.  This  dofe  is  repeated  morn- 
ing and  evening.  He  obferves, 
tliat  when  it  has  been  adminiflcred 
eight  days,  the  eruption  ufually  in- 
creafes  confiderably,  and  the  pa- 
tient's urine  acquires  a  fmell  like 
that  of,  cats.  When  the  medicine 
has  been  taken  a  fortnight,  the  feu rf 
begins  to  fall  off  in  large  fcales, 
leaving  the  Ikin  clean.  The  re- 
medy is  to  be  perfiflied  in,  till  the 
fkin  has  refumed  its  natural  ap- 
pearance, and  the  urine  ceafes  to 
have  anv  particular  fmell. 

VIPERA  [£.]  The  viper,  or 
adder,  is  one  of  the  viviparous  rep- 
tiles, without  feet,  about  an  inch 
in  thicknefs,  and  twenty  or  thirty 
in  length.  The  poifon  of  this  fer- 
pent  is  confined  to  its  moutii.  At 
the  bahsof  the  fanffs,  or  long  teeth 
with  which  it  woimds,  is  lodged 
a  little  bag  containing  the  poifon- 
ous  liquid  ;  a  very  minute  portion 
of  which,  mixed  innnediately  with 
the  blood,  proves  fatal.  Our  vi- 
per-catchers are  faid  to  prevent  the 
mifchiefs  otherwife  following  from 
the  bite,  by  rubbing  oil-olive  warm 
on  the  part.  The  flefli  of  the  viper 
is  perfeftly  innocent;  and  ftrongly 
recommended  as  a  medicine  of  e.-i- 
traordinary  fervicc  in  fcrophuhus,  h- 
preus,  and  other  obf.inaie  chonical' 
diforders:  its  virtues,  however,  in 
tiiefe  cafes,  are  probably  too  much 
exaggerated.    The  vjper  is  doubt- 
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lefs  an  hiVhlv  nutritious  food  ;  and 
hence  in  fonie  kinds  of  weaknelles, 
and  emaciated  habits,  is  not  unde- 
fervedly  looked  upon  as  a  good  re- 
ftorative.  To  anfwer  any  vahiable 
purpofes,  frefli  vigorous  vipers  (not 
fucii  as  have  been  long  kept  alive 
after  they  are  caught)  fliould  be  li- 
berally ufed  as  food.  The  wines 
and  tinifVures  of  tiiem  can  fcarce  be 
luppofed  to  receive  any  conlidera- 
ble  virtue  from  the  animal ;  the  dry 
fleih  brought  us  from  abroad,  is  en- 
tirely inGgnificant. 

Med.  Virt.  Refloratrje. 

FIRGjE  AU re. 'E  folia:  Soli- 
dagints  Vii-gev  aurets  Lin,  Golden 
rod  :  the  leaves. 

This  is  found  wild  on  heaths  and 
in  woods,  producing  fpikes  of  yel- 
low flowers  in  Auguft.  The  leaves 
have  a  moderately  aftringent  bit- 
ter tafte,  and  hence  prove  fervice- 
able  in  debit. ly  and  laxity  of  the  vif  ■ 
cera,  and  d'lforders  proceeding  from 
that  caufe. 

riSCI  qUERNI lignum,  folia. 
FiJ'ci  alhi  Lin.  Mifleltoe  ;  the 
■wood  and  leaves. 

This  is  a  bufhy  plant,  growing 
on  the  trunk  and  branches  of  dif- 
ferent trees.  That  met  with  on  the 
oak  is  generally  preferred,  perhaps 
on  account  of  its  being  the  moft 
rare.  It  may,  however,  be  pro- 
pagated by  art  on  any  trees,  by 
rubbing  the  berries  againft  the 
bark.  This  office  has  hitherto  been 
performed  by  the  thru  fa  (who  feeds 
on  the  berries  in  the  winter)  in 
clearing  his  bill  from  the  feeds  that 
'^ick  about  it.  This  plant  was  held 
-1  veneration  by  the  fupcrOition  of 
former  ases  :  it  was  luino  about  the 
neck  to  prevent  witchcraft,  and 
taken  internally  to  expel  poifons, 
Of  later  it  has  been  celebrated  as  a 
/pecif.c  in  e(,ilepfis,  paljics,  &c.  vir- 
tues, to  which  it  were  greatly  to  be 
wiflied  that  experience  gave  any 
countenance. 

VITIS  ViyiFERA  Lin.  The 


vine-tree.  [L.  £.]  The  leaves  of 
this  tree  were  formerly  celebrated  as 
aftringents,  but  have  for  a  long  time 
been  entirely  difregarded  :  their 
tafte  is  herbaceous,  with  only  a 
flight  roughnefs.  The  trunk  of  the 
tree,  wounded  in  the  fpring,  yields 
a  clear,  limpid,  watery  juice:  this 
tear  of  the  vine  has  been  accounted 
excellent  for  fore  eyes ;  and  by  fome 
recommended  likewife  -  in  arden 
and  malig?iant  fevers,  and  as  a  diu- 
retic. The  flowers  have  a  plea- 
fant  fmell,  which  water  elevates 
from  them  in  diftillation  ;  along 
with  the  water,  a  fmall  portion  of 
an  elepant  eflential  oil  is  faid  to 
arife,  poflefling  m  great  perfection 
tlie  fragrance  of  the  flowers.  The 
unripe  fruit  is  of  a'  very  harfli, 
rough,  four  tafte  :  its  exprefTed 
juice,  called  verjuice,  was  of  great 
efteem  among  the  ancients,  and  ftill 
continues  fo  in  fome  places,  as  a 
cooling  afritigent  medicine.  A  '  rob 
and  iVrup  were  formerly  prepared 
from  it.  The  ripe  fruit  of  grapes, 
of  which  there  are  feveral  kinds, 
properly  c\n-ed  and  dried,  are  the 
raifins  and  currants  of  the  fliops  ; 
the  juice  by  fermentation  affords 
wine,  vinegar,  and  tartar  ;  all  which 
have  been  before  treated  of. 

Med.  ViUT.  Aflringent  —  Diu- 
retic —  Aro7natic  —  Pccloral. 

Prep.  Mine  —  Vinegar  —  Tar- 
tar — the  dried  Fruit,  or  Raifns. 

VITRIOLUM.  Vifiol  is  a  fa- 
line  cryflailine  concrete,  compofed 
of  metal,  and  an  acid  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  fulphur  and  alum.  There 
are  but  three  metallic  bodies,  ivhich 
this  ac\d  is  capable  of  perfeHly  diC- 
folving  or.  being  utiited  with  into 
cry;lalline  appearance  —  zinc,  cop- 
per,and  iron.'  With  the  firft  it  forms 
a  while,  with  the  fecond  a  blue, 
and  with  the  third  a  green  fait. 

VITRIOLUKl  ALBUM,  Zin- 

CUM  VlTRlOLATUM  [L.  £  ]  White 

vitriol,  or  vitriol  of  zinc  ;  found  in 
the  mines  of  Goflar,  fometimci  in 
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tranfparent  pieces,  but  more  com- 
monly in  form  of  white  efflorcT- 
cences,  which  are  diflblved  in 
water,  and  afterwards  rcfluccd  by 
evapoi-ation  and  cryflallization  into 
large  malles.  We  rarely  meet  with 
this  fort  of  vitriol  pure ;  after  the 
zinc,  wjiich  is  its  proper  bafis,  has 
been  revived  by  inflammable  flu.v. 
cs,  there  remains  a  fiibftsuice  which 
js  attracted  by  the  magnet,  and 
difcovers  itfelf,  ou  other  trials  alfo, 
;o  be  iron  :  a  folution  of  the  vitriol 
depofils,  on  ftanding,  a,n  ochery 
fediment,  which  generally  gives  a 
blue  timflure  to  volatile  alkalic§, 
and  hence  appears  to  contain  cop- 
per. White  vitriol  is  fometiraes 
given  from  five  or  fix  grains  to  half 
a  dram,  as  an  cmctk ;  it  operates 
very  quickly,  and,  if  pure,  withput 
violence ;  and  hence  is  an  nfeful 
remedy  where  poifon  has  been 
I'wallowed.  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
fldminidered  witli  good  efFeft  in 
dofes  of  i  of  a  grain  to  a  grain,  in 
chin-cough,  and  'other  fpafmodic 
afFeftions.  Externally,  it  is  em- 
ployed as  an  ophthalmic,  and  often 
rnade  the  bafis  of  coUyria,  as  -an 
ajlrivgent  and  tonic,  in  extempora- 
iieous  prefcription  for  iveak  eyes:, 
and,  by  injehion,  for  the  fl.iior  alhus, 
fleets,  and  Jtminnl  zveahncff'a,  in  the 
proportion  of  ^^s.  toaj)int. 

Med.Virt.  Tonic — yljlringent'— 
Emetic — See  alfo  Zincu'm. 
•  VITRIOLUM  CC£RULEUM: 
Cttprum  vitroliatum  \_L.  il.]  Bluevi.- 
iriol,  or  vitriol  of  copper^  falfely  call- 
ed Roma^i  vitriol.  Created  part 
of  the*  blue  vitriol  at  prefeiit  met 
with  in  the'fiiops;  f^id  to  be  ar- 
tificially prepared  by  uniting  cop- 
per with  the  vitriolic  "acid.  This 
fait  has  a  highly  aultere,  acrid,  and 
very  naufeous'  tafle.  It  has  been 
given  in  finall  dofes  as  a'n  eiTietic  iii 
fhthifis  pulmojtali'  every  morning;,  or 
every  other  morning',  and  v/ith  fome 
cffedt;  arid  alfo  in  ohjlmote  vitcr- 
T'liltenls,  and   as  a  general  tonic  — • 


one  quarter  of  a  grain,  or  morf, 
vyith  five  or  ten  grains  of  extract 
of  iiark,  apd  two  or  three  grains  of 
aromatic  powder,  three  times  a 
day  during  the  intcrmifiions. 

It  has  been  ufed  externally  for 
flopping  hamoxrhagcs,  which  it  ef- 
fects by  coagulating  thp  blood,  an^l 
contracting  the  mouths  of  the  vef- 
fels;  and  as  an  cfcharotic,  for  de- 
ftroying  proud  flefh— but  not  fo 
prpp/sr  for  that  purpofe  as  lunar 
cauftic :  except  when  the  flcfli  is 
extremely  loofe  and  flabby.  Lin^, 
foaked  in  a  mild  folution  of  it 
and  dried,  is  fometimes  a  prefe- 
rable application.  The  fl^yptic  fq- 
lution  is  ordered  with  blue  vitriol  • 
three  drams,  alum  one  (\rzm,  dif- 
folved  by  boiling  in  twelve  ounces 
of  water,  to  which  are  added  two 
drams  of  vitriolic  acid,  the  whole 
to  be  filtered  through  paper  :  cloths 
and  doflils  are  to  be  dipped  in  this 
liquor  and  applied. 

Mep.'  Virt.  Tonic  —  Styptic  —7 
Efcharotic.. 

Prep.   Aq.  Cupri  'ammoniati — - 
See  alfo  Cuprum. 

VITRIOLUM  VIRIDE:  Fcr- 
rum  vitriolatum  [L.  £.]  Green  vi- 
triol, or  vitriol  of  iron,  commonly 
called  copperas;, the  Roman  vitriol 
of  jthe  Italian  and  other  foreign 
writers.  This  is  prepared  in  large 
quantity  at  Deptford,  by  difTolving 
iron  in  the  acid  liquor  which  runs 
from  certain  fulphureous  pyritae, 
expofed  for  a  length  of  time  to  the 
air.  When  pure,  it  is  Cmilar  19 
quality  to  t(ie  oflicinal_/fl/  martis. 

The  green  and  blue  vitriols  (as 
well  as  the  white)  are  in  many 
places  found  native  in  the  earth ; 
though,  ufuaUy,  in  this  ftate  nei- 
ther fort  is  free  from  an  admixture 
of  the  other :  hence  vitriols  are 
met  with  of  all  the  intermediate 
colours  betwixt  the  grafs  green  of 
the  one  and  the  fapphire  blue  of 
the  other.  The  acid  of  thefe  fal-^_ 
has  th^  greateft  afTinity  with  :;inc^ 
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next  to  this  with  iron,  and  with 
copper  the  leall  of  all.  Hence, 
Solutions  of  white  vitriol  depofit, 
on  {landing,  greateft  part  of  the 
jronv  and  cupreous  matter  which 
they'  contain,  and  if  fome  frefli 
zinc  be  added,  the  whole.  In  like 
manner,  upon  adding  bright  polifli- 
ed  iron  to  foliitions  of  green  vitriol, 
if  it  hold  any  cupreous  matter, 
this  will  be  thrown  down.  By  thefe 
means  the  white  and  green  vitriols 
may  be  purified  from  other  me- 
tallic bodies. 

For  the  medical  powers  of  this 
chalybeate  fait,  fee  Ferrum. 

ULMI  cortex  interior ;  ^Ulmi 
cnmpejlris  Lin.  S.  P.  The  elm  tree ; 
the  inner  bark  [L.  £.] 

This  is  a  tall  tree  growing  in 
hedges,  moft  plentiful  in  Middle- 
fex  and  Worcefterfliire  ;  the  bark 
of  which  has  a  mild  aftringent 
tafte.  A  decoftion  of  the  inner 
bark  has  been  recommended  in  va- 
rious chronical  and  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, and  is  faid  to  cure  the  lepra 
icfithyofis  of  Sauvages.  It  is 
given  in  decoftion,  boiling  four 
ounces  of  the  bark  neareft  the 
wood,  fre(h  taken  from  the  tree, 
in  four  pints  of  water  to  two ;  half 
a  pint  of  which  is  to  be  adminifter- 
ed  two  or  three  times  a  day  ;  the 
efficacy  of  which  is  increafed  by 
adding  nitre,  and  occafionaliy  giv- 
ing purgatives.  In  the  fpring  the 
bark  fiiould  be  taken,  from  the 
fmaller,  not  the  finalleff,  branches  ; 
in  autumn,  from  the  branching 
roots.  Its  ufe  has  alfo  been  pro- 
pofed  in  various  other  difeafes,  as 
^iror  alous,  rheumati/m,  old  ulcets, 
cancerous  and  fcropinilous  nffeclicns, 
tinea  capitis,  &c.  In  very  oblii- 
rrjfe  cafes  it  is  neceflary  to  perfift 
in  'he  ufe  of  it  for  fome  months. 

Med.  Virt.  AJlringent. 

URTICA:  Uriica  dmcn  Lin. 
S.  P.  haba.  Stinging-nettle;  the 
plsnt  \L.  £.] 

Though  the  prefent  pradiicc  pays 


very  little  regard  to  this  plant,  yet, 
if  the  teftimony  of  n)any  rcfpt/t- 
able  praiflitioncrs  is  to  be  credit- 
ed, it  feems  not  devoid  of  medical 
utility.  The  juice  taken  from  two 
to  four  ounces  is  recommended  in 
nephritic  complaints  ;  in  internal  Jue- 
morrha^^  h.TmoptyJis,  and,  joined 
with  equifetum,  in  bloody  urine.  The 
nettle  is  a  common  remedy  amongti 
the  people  of  Brunfwick,  in  an 
incipient  phthifis.  When  the  juice 
is  not  to  be  obtained,  the  powder 
is  ufed  mixed  with  honey  or  fugar. 
Externally  it  has  been  employed  as 
a  rubifacicnt ;  and  this  method  of 
cure  has  been  called  urtication'  ; 
and  found  efficacious  in  reftpring 
excitement  to  paralytic  limbs,  or  in 
other  cafes  of  torpor^  or  lethargy. 
\yiTHERjNG  tells  us,  a  nettle  leaf 
put  upon  the  tongue,  and  then 
prefTed  againlt  the  roof  ofthe  mouth, 
is  fometimes  efficacious  in  flopping 
a  bleeding  at  the  nofe. 

Mep.  Vikt.  Ruhifacient. 

UV^  PASS^  lL.E.'\majores. 
Raifins  of  the  fun  ;  the  dried  grapes 
of  the  -vitis  Damafcena. 

UV^E  PASSyE  minorcs.  Cur- 
rants ;  the  dried  grapes  of  the  wtis 
Corinthiaca, 

The  principal  ufe  of  thefe  is  as 
an  agreeable  fweet ;  they  impart  a 
very  pleafant  flavour  both  to  amie- 
ous  and  fpirituous  menftrua.  The 
feeds  or  flones  are  fuppofed  tp  give 
a  dtfagreeable  relifh,  and  hence  are  ■ 
generally  directed  to  be  taken  out ; 
but  I  have  not  found  that  they  give 
anv  tafle  at  all. 

UViE    URSI  foVm:   Arhtti  u- 
urfi  Lin.  S.  P.  Bear's  whortle- 
berry, or  trailing  arbutus ;  the  leaf 

^I  his  is  an  evergreen  ilirubby 
plant,  with  oblong  oval  leaves, 
found  on  the  fnowy  mountains  of 
Germany  and  S\^eden,  and  on  the 
hills  of  Scotland.  The  fmcll  of  the 
dried  leaves  is  like  that  of  the  ex- 
traft  of  liquorice,  and  they  have  an 
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aftringent  and  bitter  tafte.  The 
uva  iirfi  was  employed  bv  the  an- 
cients in  diforders  where  aftringent 
niedicines  were  necefTary  ;  but  it 
had  fallen  into  difufe  till  about 
the  middle  of  the  prefent  century, 
v'hen  it  firft  drew  the  attention  of 
phyficians  as  an  iifet'ul  remedy  in 
calculous  and  nephritic  complaints; 
and  in  almoft  all  others  to  which 
the  urinary  organs  are  fubjeft,  fuch 
a6.  ulcers  of  the  kiflneys  dLXid  bi adder ^ 
c^fiirrhcea,  diabetes,  dyfury.  Sec.  Nay 
even  by  forne  it  was  confiderL-d  as 
a  lolvent  of  the  human  'calculi ; 
liowtver,  from  a  multiplicity  of 
experiments  it  ha*  not  appeared  to 
poffefs  this  diflblving  power  ;  yet 
ilill  it  may  be  confldered  as  a  valu- 
able remedy,  if  it  only  lefiens  the 
torture,  and  thereby  renders  life 
more  tolerable.  Whatever  good 
effefts  it  produces,  they  feem  to  be 
derived  Jrom  its  afiringent  power. 
When  given  in  powder,  from  fif- 
teen grains  to  forty,  two  or  t!  ree 
times  a  day;  or  jn  ihfufion  of  Sj- 
or  3ij-  in  a  pint  of  water  daily  ;  or 
in  decoftion,  which,  though  not 
fo  agreeable,  is  more  efficacious. 
Med.  Virt.  AJlringtnt. 

WINTERANI  CORTEX  [£.] 
Winter's  bark ;  the  produce  of 
a  tree  growing  in  Jamaica,  Bar- 
badoes,  &c.  called  by  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  periclymenum  reHum,  foliis 
lauriyiis,  cortice  acri  aromatico.  It 
was  firft  difcpvered  on  the  coafl  of 
Magellan,  by  Capt.  Winter,  in  the 
year  1567.  The  failors  then  eni- 
ployed  the  baj-k  r.5  a  fpice,  and  af- 
terwards found  it  Jcrvic cable  in  the 
Jcurvj ;  for  which  purpofe  it  is,  at 
prefent  alfo,  fometimes  made  ufe 
of  in  diet-drinks.  The  true  Wn- 
ter's  bark  is  not  often  met  with  in 
the  fliops,  canella  alba  being  gene- 
rallyfublHcuted  for  it,  and  by  ma- 
ny reckoned  tp  be  the  fame.  There 
is  neverthelefs  a  coniiderable  dif- 
ferenpe  betwixt  them  in  appear- 


ance, and  a  greater  in  quality  4 
the  Winter's  bark  is  in  larger  pieof 
es,  of  a  more  cinnamonrcolourj 
than  the  canella;  and  taftes  muct) 
warmer  and  more  pungent. 

ZEDOARIA  [L.  E.]  Kcempfe. 
ria  rotunda  Lin.  S.  P.  Zedoarv ; 
the  root  of  an  Indian  plant,  brought 
over  in  oblong  pieces  about  the 
thicknefs  of  the  finger,  or  in  rounds 
ifli  ones  about  an  inch  in  diameter. 
Both  forts  have  an  agreeable  fra- 
grant fmell,  and  a  warm,  bitterini 
aromatic  tafte. 

In  diftillation  with  water,  it  yields 
an  eflential  oil,  poUcffing  the  fmell 
and  fliivour  of  the  zedoary  in  aa 
en-.inent  decree  ;  the  remaiiung  de- 
coftion  is  almolt  fimply  bitter. 
Spirit  likewife  brings  over  fome 
fmall  fliare  of  its  flavour ;  never- 
thelefs the  fpirituous  extraft  is  con? 
fiderably  more  grateful  than  the 
zedoary  itfelf. 

Its  effefis  as  a  bitter,  or  aroma- 
tic, are  fo  inconfiderable,  and  as 
the  camphor  it  contains  can  avail- 
but  little,  it  is  deemed  to  poflefs 
very  little  medicinal  power. 

ZIBETHUM.  Civet;  a  foft 
unftuous  fubllance,  of  a  white, 
brown,  or  blackifh  colour,  brought 
from  the  Brazils,  the  coaft  of  Gui- 
nea, and  the  Eafl  Indies.  It  is 
met  with  in  certain  bags,  fituated 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  of 
an  animal  faid  to  be  of  the  cat  kind. 
The  chief  ufe  of  this  drug  is  ii^ 
perfumes.  It  is  rarely,  if  ever, 
employed  for  any  m.edicinal  pur- 
pofes. 

ZINCUM.  Zinc  [L.  £.]  ;  a 
metal,  differing  from  all  the  other 
bodies  of  that  clafs,  in  being  in- 
flammable per  fe,  fublimable  into 
flowers  which  afterwards  remairi 
fixed  in  the  ftrongeft  fire,  foluble 
in  every  acid,  not  mifcible  in  fu- 
fion  with  fulphur,  changing  cop- 
per into  a  yellow  metal,  brafs.  Se- 
veral produdions  of  this  metal, 
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though  not  generally  known  to  be 
fuchfare  kept  inthefliops;  as  its 
rich  ore  calamine,  the  white  vitri- 
ol, the  piirc  white  tiowers  of  zinc 
called  pompholyx,  and  the  more 
impure  compound  tutty.  The  pre- 
parations of  zinc  are  employed 
principally  in  ej:ternal  applications 
as  ophthaimics.  The  flowers  levi- 
gated into  an  impalpable  powder, 
form  with  oily  liibftancei  an  ufefiil 
•unguent,  and  with  rofe-water,  and 
the  like,  elegant  collyria,  for  de- 
fluxions  of  thin  fnarp  humours  up- 
on the  eyes :  they  are  moderately 
ftringent ;  and  aft,  if  the  leviga- 
::on  have  been  duly  performed, 
without  acrimoiy  or  irritation. 

Internally  it  has  been  prefcribed 
In  dofes  of  two  grains,  gradually 
increafed  to  fix  or  more,  in  epi- 
lepfies,  hyfteria,  chorea  fanffi'  Viti, 
and  ocher  fpafmodic  afFedtions ; 
but  it  appears  to  be  a  medicine  of 
much  uncertainty,  and  the  white 
vitriol  in  many  cafes  has  feemed  to 
anfwer  every  purpofe  of  zinc. 
When  the  zinc  is  employed,  if  it 
does  not  foon  anfwer  the  prefciib- 
er's  purpofe,  it  fliould  not  be  long 
perfevered  in,  nor  given  in  very 
large  dofes,  as,  introduced  into  the 
body  in  a  certain  quantity,  it  may 
prove  a  violent  poifon,  agreeably 
to  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Hellot. 


Med.  VlRT.  Ant'iepHrptic  —  jfn. 
tifpafmodic. 

Prep.  from.  White  Vitriol — Ca- 
lamine —  Tutty — Flowers. 

ZINGIBER  [Z,.  £.]  Jmomum 
Zingiber  Lin.  S.  P.  Ginger ;  a 
root  brought  from  China  and  the 
Eafl  and  Well  Indies  ;  of  a  fra- 
grant fmell,  and  a  hot,  biting,  aro- 
matic tafte.  Redlified  fpirit  ex- 
tracts its  virtues  by  infufion,  in 
much  greater  perfection  than  aque- 
ous liquors.  The  latter  elevate  its 
whole  flavour  in  diftillation,  the 
former  little  or  nothing.  Ginger 
is  a  very  ufeful  fpj.ee,  in  cold-Jlntu- 
lent  colics,  and  in  laxity  and  debility 
of  the  intejlines.  It  does  not  heat 
fo  much  as  thofe  of  the  pepper 
kind,  but  its  elTefts  are  more  dur- 
able. It  is  generally  confidered  as 
an  aromatic  flimulant,  lefs  pun- 
gent and  healing  to  the  fyftem 
than  might  be  expefted  from,  its 
elFefls  on  the  organs  of  tafte.  It  is 
chiefly  ufed  as  a  carvmiati-ve  and 
antifpafmodic  ;  and,  befides  the  af- 
feftions  mentioned  above,  in  torpid 
and  phlegmatic  conftitutions  to  ex- 
cire  briflcer  vafcuiar  action:  th.ough 
it  is  feldom  given  but  in  conjunc- 
tion with  other  medical  fubftances. 

Med.  ViRT.  dramatic  —  Stimu- 
lant. 

Prep.  Syrup. 


General  titles  including  fiver al  fimples. 
The  £ve  opening  rogts : 


The  five  emollient  herbs 


C  Smallage, 
i  Afparagus, 
/  Fennel, 
J  Parfiey,  • 
i. Butchers  broorio. 


'Marflimallows, 

Mallows, 
^  Mercury, 

Pellitory  of  the  wall, 
(.Violets. 


[ 
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The  four  cordial  flowers : 


The  four  greater  hot  feeds 


The  four  le/Ter  hot  feeds  ; 


The  four  greater  p old  feeds 


The  four  leffer  cold  feeds 


The  four  capillary  herbs 


The  four  carminative  flowers ; 


1 


Borage, 
Buglofs, 
Rofcs, 
Violets. 

Anife, 
Caraway, 
Cummin, 
I'ennel. 


rBifliopfweed, 
J  Stone  parfley, 
"j  Smallage, 
(,  Wild  carrot. 

r  Water  melons, 
)  Cucumbers, 
"l  Gourds, 
^Melons. 

r Succory, 
J  Endive, 
"S  Lettuce, 
(^Purflane. 


1 


Maidenhair, 
Englifh  maidenhairj 
Wall  rue, 
Ceterach. 


r  Camomile, 
J  Feverfew, 
)  Dill, 
(_MelilQt. 


The  fimples  of  each  of  the  above  clafles  have  been  often  employecj 
together,  under  the  refpeftive  general  appellations.  This  praftice  has 
entirely  ceafed  among  us;  and  accordingly  thefe  denominations  are  now 
expunged  both  from  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias,  though 
ftill  retained  in  foreign  ones :  and  as  they  are  referred  to  very  often  By 
fome  phyficians,  and  repeatedly  mentioned  by  old  writers,  fufferhig 
Vhem  to  remain  might  be  of  fome  ufe. 


General  rules  for  the  collc5iion  and  prefervation  of  Jimplcs. 


ROOTS. 
Annual  roots  are  to  be  faken  up  be- 
fore they  flioot  out  ftalks  or  flow- 
ers :  biennial  ones,  chiefly  in  the 
autumn  of  the  fame  year  in  which 
the  feeds  were  fown  :  the  pereU' 


nial,  when  the  leaves  fall  off, 
and  therefore  generally  in  the 
autumn.  Being  waflied  clean 
from  dirt,  and  freed  from  ilie 
rotten  and  decayed  fibres,  they 
are  to  be  hung  up  in  a  warm, 
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fl'.ady,  airy  place,  till  fufficicntly 
dried.  The  thicker  roots  require 
to  be  flit  lonoitiidinally,  or  cut 
tranfvei-felv  iiuo  thin  Uices.  Such 
roots  as  loTe  their  virtues  by  ex- 
Cccatioii   (or  are  defired  to  be 
preferved  in  a  frefli  flate,  for  il.e 
greater  conveniency  ot  their  ufe 
in  certain  forms)  are  to  be  kept 
buried  in  dry  fand. 
There  are  t-xo  feafons,  in  which 
the  biennial  and  perennial  roots  are 
reckoned  the  moft  vi;gorous,  the 
autumn  and  fpring ;  or  rather  the 
time  when  the  ftalks  or  leaves  have 
fallen  off,  and  that  in  which  the 
vegetation  is  jufl:  going  to  begin 
again,  or  foon  after  it  has  begun  ; 
which  times  are  found  to  differ 
confiderably  in  different  plants. 

The  college  of  Edinburgh,  in 
the  two  firft  editions  of  their  Phar- 
macopoeia, directed  them  to  be  dug 
in  the  I'pring,  after  the  leaves  were 
formed;  in  the  third  edition,  the 
autumn  is  preferred,  and  this  rule 
is  continued  in  the  fucceedinp  ones. 
The  generality  of  roots  appear  in- 
deed to  be  moft  efficacious  in  the 
ipring  :  but  as  at  this  time  they  are 
alfo  the  moit  juicy,  and  confe- 
quently  fhrivel  much  in  drying,  and 
are  rather  more  difficultly  preferv  - 
cd,  it  is  commonly  thought  moft 
advifable  to  take  them  up  in  au- 
tumn. No  rule  however  can  be 
given,  that  fliail  obtain  univer- 
fally.  j^rum  root  is  taken  even  in  the 
middle  of  fumtner,  without  fufpi- 
cion  of  its  being  Icis  active  than  at 
other  feafons;  while  angelica  root 
is  inert  during  the  fummer,  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  it  was  in  the  au- 
tumn, fpring,  or  winter. 

HERBS  and  LEAVES, 
Hebbs  arc  to  be  gathered  when  the 
leaves  have  come  to  their  full 
growth,  before  the  flowers  un- 
f'>Id  ;  but  of  fome  plants  the 
^owery  tops  are  prcff.rredt 


They  arc  to  be  dried  in  the  fame 
manner  as  roots. 

For  the  gathering  of  leaves, 
there  cannot  perhaps  be  any  uni- 
verfal  rule,  any  more  than  for  roots; 
for  though  moft  herbs  appear  to  be 
in  their  greateft  vigour  about  the 
time  of  their  flowering,  or  a  little 
before,  there  ai"e  fome  in  which  the 
medicinal  parts  are  more  abundant 
at  an  earlier  period. 

Thus  mallo'-Jj  and  marJJmallo^o 
leaves  are  moft  mucilaginous  whea 
young,  and  by  the  time  of  flower- 
ing approach  more  to  a  woody- 
nature.  A  difference  of  the  famp 
kind  is  more  remarkable  in  the 
leaves  of  certain  trees  and  flirubs  : 
the  youtig  buds,  or  rudiments  of  the 
leaves,  of  the  black  poplar  tree  have 
a  ftrong  fragrant  fmell,  approach- 
ing to  that  of  ftorax;  but  by  th? 
time  that  the  leaves  have  come  to 
their  full  growth,  their  fragrance 
is  exhauftW. 

Herbs  are  direiflred  by  moft  of 
the  pharmaceutic  writers  to  be  dri- 
ed in  the  fliade;  a  rule  which  ap,- 
pears  to  be  very  juft,  though  it 
has  fomttimes  been  mifunderlrood. 
They  are  not  to  be  excluded  from 
the  fun's  heat,  but  from  the  ftrong 
a^lion  of  the  folar  light,  by  which 
laft  their  colours  are  very  liable  to 
ht  altered  or  deftroyed,  much  more 
fo  than  thofe  of  roots.  Slow  dry- 
ing of  them  in  a  cool  place  is  far 
from  being  of  any  advantage.  Both 
their  colours  and  virtues  are  preferved 
in  greateft  perfeftion,  when  they  are 
dried  haflily,  by  a  heat  of  conunon  fire 
as  great  as  that  ivhich  the  fun  can  im- 
part:  the  juicy  ones  in  particular 
require  to  be  dried  by  heat,  being 
otlierwife  fubjeft  to  turn  black.' 
Odoriferous  herbs,  dried  by  fire  tiU 
they  become  friable,  difcQvcr  in- 
deed,' in  this  arid  ftate,  very  little 
fmell  ;  not  that  the  odorous  matter 
is  diffipated  ;  but  on  account  of  its 
not  being  communicated  from  the 
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perfeaiy  dry  fubjeft  to,  dry  air  ; 
for  as  foon  as  a  watery  vehicle  is 
fupplied,  whether  by  infufing  the 
plant  in  water,  or  by  expofiiig  it 
for  a  little  time  to  a  moift  air,  the 
odorous  parts  begin  to  be  extruded 
by  virtue  of  the  aqueous  moifture, 
and  difcover  themielves  in  their  full 
force. 

Of  the  ufe  of  heat  in  the  drying 
of  plants,  we  have  an  inftance  in 
the  curation  of  lea  among  the  Chi- 
nefe.  According  to  the  accounts 
of  travellers,  the  leaves,  as  foon  as 
gathered,  are  brought  into  an  a- 
partment  furniflicd  with  a  number 
of  little  furnaces  or  ftoves,  each  of 
which  is  covered  with  a  clean 
fmooth  iron  plate.  The  leaves  are 
fpread  upon  the  plates,  and  kept 
rolling  with  the  hands  tfll  they  be- 
gin to  curl  up  about  the  edges  ; 
they  are  then  immediately  fwept  off 
on  tables,  on  which  one  perfon 
continues  to  roll  them,  while  an- 
other fans  them  that  they  may  cool 
haftily :  this  procefs  is  repeated  two 
or  three  times,  or  oftener,  accord- 
ing as  the  leaves  are  difpofed  to  un- 
bend on  lianding. 

FLOWERS. 
Flowers  are  to  be  gathered  when 
moderately  expanded,  on  a  clear 
dry  day,  before  noon.  Red  rofes 
are  taken  before  they  open,  and 
the  white  heels  dipt  off  and 
thrown  away. 

Thk  quick  drying,  before  re- 
commended for  the  leaves  of  plants, 
is  more  particularly  proper  for 
flowers  ;  in  moll:  of  whjcii  both  the 
colour  and  fmell  are  more  perifli- 
able  than  in  leaves,  and  more  fub- 
jeft  to  be  impaired  by  flow  exfic- 
cation.  Of  the  flowers  which  come 
frefti  into  the  apotbecnries'  hands, 
the  only  ones  employed  dry  in  the 
London  Pharmacopoeia,  are  red 
rofes ;  and  thefe,  in  all  the  compo- 
filions  in  which  they  are  ufed  in  a 
dry  flate,  are  exprefsly  ordered  to  be 


dried  haflily  (cehritfr  arefagi/e). 
One  of  the  moft  valuable  aromatics 
of  European  growth,  faffron,  is  a 
part  of  a  flower,  dried  on  paper  on  a 
kind  of  kiln,  with  a  heat  fufficient 
to  make  it  fweat,  with  care  onlynpt 
to  endanger  the  fcorching  of  it. 

It  may  here  be  obfa-ved,  that 
the  virtues  of  flowers  are  confined 
to  different  parts  of  the  flower  in 
different  plants.  Hajron  is  a  fin- 
gular  j)rodu£lion,  groining  at  the  end 
of  thefiile  or  piflil :  the  active  part 
of  camomile  flowers  is  the yellowijh 
ilijk,  or  button  in  the  middle  ;  that 
of  lilies,  rofes,  clove-july-flowers, 
violets,  and  many  others,  the  petals. 
or  flower  leaves  ;  while  rofemary  has 
little  virtue  in  any  of  thefe  parts,  the 
fragrance  admired  in  the  flowers  of 
this  plant  rcfiding  chiefly  in  the  cups, 

SEEDS  and  FRUITS. 
Seeds  fhould  be  collefted  when 
ripe  and  beginning  to  grow  dr}', 
before  they  fall   off  fpontane- 
oufly.    Fruits  alfo  are  to  be  ga- 
thered when  ripe,  unlefs  they  are 
ordered  to  be  otherwife 
Of  the  fruits  whofe  colledion 
comes  under  tBe  notice  of  the  apo- 
thecary, there  are  few  which  are 
ufed  in  an  unripe  ftate  :  the  prin- 
cipal is  the  Jloc,  whofe  virtue  as  a 
mild  aftringent   is    greatly  dimi- 
niflied  by  maturation. — The  fruit 
of  the  orange  tree  raifed  in  our  gar- 
dens or  ereen-houfes,  is  fometimes 
gathered  in  a  ftate  of  much  greater 
immaturity,  foon  after  it  is  formed 
on  the  tree,  before  it  has  acquired 
its  acid  juice;  at  this  time  it  proves 
an  elepant  aromatic  bitter,  greatly 
refembling  what  are  called  Curaffao 
oranges,   which  appear  to  be  no 
other  than  the  fame  fruit  gatheyed 
at  the  fame  period,  in  a  warmer 
climate. 

The  rule  for  coIleiS:ing  feeds  is 
more  general  than  nny  of  theotheis; 
all  the  officinal  feeds  being  in  their 
greatefl  perfection  at  the  time  of 
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their  maturity.  As  feeds  contain 
little  watery  iiioifture,  they  require 
no  other  warmth  for  drying  them 
than  that  of  the  temperate  air  in 
autumn.  Such  as  abound  with  a 
grofs  expreffible  oil,  as  thofe  com- 
monly called  the  cold  feeds,  fliould 
never  be  expofed  to  any  confider- 
able  heat;  for  this  \vtuld  haften 
the  rancidity,  which,  however  care- 
fully kept,  they  are  very  liable  to 
contradl.  Seeds  are  beft  preferved 
in  their  natural  hufks,  or  cover- 
ings, which  llionld  be  feparated 
only  at  the  time  of  uling;  the  hulk, 
or  cortical  part  ferving  to  defend 
the  feed  from  being  'injured  by 
the  air. 

WOODS  and  BARKS. 
The  mod:  proper  leafon  for  the 
felling  of  woods,  or  {having  off 
their   barks,    is  generally  the 
winter. 

The  onW  woods  of  our  own 
growth  retained  in  the  catalogues 
of  iimples  in  our  pharmacopoeias, 
are  xht  jurr.per  and  box  ;  the  former 
of  which  is  rarely  or  never  kept 
in  the  (hops,  or  employed  in  prac- 
:!ce  ;  the  other  is  procured  from 
the  turner,  and  it  is  indifferent  at 
what  feafon  it  has  been  cut  down, 
being  at  all  times  fufficicntly  fit 
f  r  the  only  ufe  it  is  applied  to,  the 
yielding  of  an  empyreumatic  oil  by 
difiillation  in  a  frrong  fire. 

Of  the  barks  of  our  own  growth, 
z  London  college  has  not  retained 
one;  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco- 
-pceia  there  are  feveral,  viz.  thofe 
of  the  afh  tree, — birch  tree, — oak, 
—  elm,      floe,  —  wild  fervice,  — 


black  alder,  —  and  elder;  wTiich, 
however,  have  been  fo  rarely  ufed 
in  medicine,  that  the  feafons  of 
their  greatefl  perfeflion  cannot  be 
afcertained  from  experience.  It 
may  be  doubted,  whether  barks  be 
not  generally  more  replete  vyith 
medicinal  matter  in  the  fummer  and 
fpring  than  in  winter.  The  barks 
of  many  trees  are,  in  fummer,  fo 
much  loaded  with  refin  and  gum, 
as  to  burft  fpontaneoufly,  and  dif- 
charge  the  redundant  quantity.  It 
is  faid  that  the  bark  of  the  oak  an- 
fwers  beft  for  the  tanners,  at  the  time 
of  the  rifmg  of  the  fap  in  fpring; 
and  as  its  ufe  in  tanning  depends 
jon  the  fame  aftringent  quality  for 
which  it  is  ufed  in  medicine,  it 
.Ihould  feem  to  be  fitteft  for  medi- 
cinal  purpofes  alfo  in'  the  fpring. 
It  may  be  obferved,  likewife,  that 
it  is  in  this  laft  feafon  that  barks 
in  general  are  moft  conveniently 
peeled  off. 

ANIMALS  and  MINERALS. 
Animals  and  minerals  are  to  be 
chofen  in  their  moll  perfeft  flate, 
unlefs  they  are  ordered  other- 
wife. 

Whatever  virtues  thefe  bodies 
may  have,  they  are  fu{)pofed  to 
be  beft  when  they  have  attained  to 
their  common  full  growth.  As 
there  are  no  diflin£Vions  of  maturity 
or  immaturity  in  the  mineral  king- 
dom, the  only  rule  for  directing 
our  choice  here  muft  be  the  pu- 
rity of  the  fubjefts  from  any  mix- 
ture of  other  bodies.  None  of 
them  are  ever  to  be  ufed  in  an  im- 
pure ftate. 
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PART  nr. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 
CHAPTER  I. 

# 

THE  MORE  SIMPLE  PREPARATIONS. 


QUORUNDAM  Aqiia  non  folu- 
bilium  Prajparatio.    The  prepara- 
tion of  fome  bodies  as  will  not  dij- 
Johe  in  zi-aUr. 

THESE  fvibftaiices  are  firft  to 
be  pulverifed  in  a  mortar, 
and  then  levigated  with  a  little  wa- 
ter, upon  a  hard  and  fmooth  mar- 
ble, into  an  impalpable  powder  : 
this  is  to  be  dried  upon  a  chalk 
flone,  covered  with  filtering  pa- 
per, and  afterwards  fet  by  for 
a  few  days,  in  a  warm,  or,  at  leaft, 
very  dry  place.  L. 

After  this  manner  are  to  be  pre- 
pared, 

JErugO,  vcrdegris.  L. 
Antimonium,  aniimony.  L.  E. 
Chelit    cancrcrurn,     crabs  clatvs. 
L.  E.  firft  broken  into  fmall  pieces, 
and  waflied  with  boiling  water. 
Corallium,  coral.  L.  E. 
Creta,  cAali.    L.  E. 
Lapis  calaminaris,  calamine Jlone^ 
pre-AouJly  calcined  for  the  life  of  thoj'e 
'j^ho  make  irafs.  L.    Where  this  is 
no:  to  be  had,  the  mineral  may  be 
calcined  by  heating  it  three  times  red- 
hot^  and  qxenching  it  as  often  in  iva' 
ier.  E. 

Ojlrenum  lef.er,  Dyflrr-Jhclls,  frjl 
cltamd frem  their  tmpuritict. 


Succinum,  a^nher.  L.  E. 

Tutia,  tutty.  L.  E. ' 

In  preparing  antimony,  cala- 
mine, and  tutty,,  particular  care 
ought  to  be  taken  to  reduce  them 
into  the  moft  fubtile  powder  pofli- 
ble  [L.]  — as  the  fenfibility  of  the 
parts  to  which  calamine  and  tjaty 
are  applied,  requires  them  to  be 
freed  from  any  irritating  particles; 
and  antimony,^  unlefs  thoroughly- 
comminuted,  may  not  only  wound 
tke  ftomach,  but  pafs  off  without 
producing  any  other  fenfible  efFeft 
than  an  increafe  of  the  grofier  eva- 
cuations, whilft,  if  reduced  to  the 
utmoll  finenefs,  it  may  become  a 
medicine  of  Cjanfiderable  efficacv. 

Where  large  quantities  of  the 
foregoing  powders  are  to  be  pre- 
pared, it  is  cuftomary,  inflead  of 
the  ftone  and  muUer,  to  employ- 
hand-mills  made  for  this  ufc,  con- 
fifting  of  two  ftoncs,  the  uppermoft 
of  which  turns  horizontally  upon 
the  lower,  and  has  an  aperture  in, 
the  middle  for  the  conveniency  of 
fupplying  frefli  matter,  or  of  return- 
ing that  which  has  already  paded, 
till  it  is  reduced  to  a  proper  degree 
of  finenefs. 

For  the  levigation  of  hard  bo- 
dies, particular  care  lliould  be  tak- 
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en,  whatever  kind  of  inflruments 
is  made  ufe  of,  that  they  be  of  fuf- 
ficient  hardnefs,  oihervvife  they  will 
be  abraded. by  the  powd'ers. 

Some  few  fubRantes  indeed  are 
more  advantageovilly  levigated  with 
fpirit  of  wine  .than  witli  water, 
A  little  fpiiTt  may  be  added  to  tl;e 
animal  fubftances,  if  the  weather 
be  very  hot  and  large  quantities  of 
them  are  prepared  at  once,  to  pre- 
vent their  running  into  putrefac- 
tion ;  an  accident  which,  in  thofe 
circumftances,  fomctimes  happens 
when  thev  are  levigated  witli  water 
only.  Crabs' eyes,  which  abound 
with  animal  gelatinous  matter,  are 
particularly , liable  to  this  inconve- 
nience. 

The  mod  fuccefsful  method  of 
obtaining  thefe  powders  of  the  re- 
quifite  tenuity,  is,  to  waQi  oft  the 
finer  parts  by  means  of  water,  and 
continue  levigating  the  remainder 
till  the  whole  becomes  fine  enough 
to  remain,  for  fome. time,  fufpend 
ed  In  the  fluid  ;  a  procefs  received 
in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  there  direfted  as  follows. 
Edinb. 

A  quantity  of  water  is  to  be  poured 
upon  the  levigated  powder,  in 
a  large  veflel,  and  the  veflcl  re- 
peatedly fliaken,  that  the  finer 
parts  of  the  powder  may  "be  dif-" 
'  fufed  through  the  water:  the 
liquor  is  then  to  be  poured  olf, 
and  fct  by  till  the  powder  fettles. 
The  grofs  part,  which  the  water 
would  not  take  up,  is  to  be  fur- 
ther levigated,  and  treated  in  the 
fame  manner. 

After  this  method  are  prepar- 
'ed   antimony,  calamine,  tutty, 
and  chalk. 

Bv  this  method,  which  is  that 
com'monlv  praftifed  in  the  prepa- 
rations of  colours  for  the  painter, 
powders  may  be  obtained  of  any  re- 
quired degree  of  tenu'ty;  and  with- 
out the  lealt  mixture  of  the  grofs 
parts,    which  are  always  found' 


to  remain  in  them  after  long  con- 
tinued levigation.  All  the  coarfer 
matter  fettles  at  firft,  and  the  finer 
powder  continvies  fufpended  in  the 
water,  longer  and  longer,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  its  finenefs. 
The  fame  procefs  may  likewnfc  be 
advantageoufly  applied  to  other 
hard  pulverable  bodies  of  the  mine- 
ral kingdom,  or  artificial  prepa- 
rations of  them;  provided  they  be 
not  foluble  in,  orfpecifically  lighter 
than,  water.  The  animal  and  ab- 
forbent  powders,  crabs'  claws,  crabs' 
eyes,  ojfler  fliells,  chalk,  and  co- 
ral, are  not  well  adapted  to  thi? 
treatment  ;  nor  indeed  do  they  re- 
quire it.  Thefe  fubflances  are  rea- 
dily foluble  in  acid  juices  without 
much  comminution.  If  no  acid 
be  contained  in  the  firfl  paflages, 
thev  are  apt  to  concrete  with  the 
mucous  inattcr  ufnally  lodged  there, 
into  hard  iiuiifl'oluble  maflts;  the 
greater  d&gree  of  finenefs  they  are" 
reduced  to,  the  more  they  are  dif- 
pofed  to'  form  fuch  concretions,' 
and  enabled  to  obftruft  the  orifices 
of  fmall  veffels.  See  page  67. 
AXUNGI^E  PORCINyE,  SEVI- 

QUE  OVILLI  Pe/eparatio. 

The  freparation  of  hog^s-lard  and 
mutton  fuet. 

L.onei. 

Chop  them  into  fmall  pieces,  and. 
melt  them  by  a  gentle  heat,  witb- 
the  addition  of  a  little  water  ; 
then  (train  them  from  the  mem- 
branes. 

The  ufe  of  the  water  is  to  pre- 
vent the  fat  from  burning  and  turn- 
ing black  ;   which  it  dots  very  ef- 
feftually,  though  it  fomewhat  pro- 
longs the  procefs,  and  is  likewife 
apt  to  be  in  part  imbibed  by  the  fat. ' 
The  Edinburgh  difpenfatory  direcls 
the  f(1t  to  be  firft  freed  from,  the 
fkins,  blood  vefleis,  and  fibres,  theii' 
V  afhed  in  frefli  qnantit'es  of  water 
till  it  no  longer  give  the  liquor  any- 
bloody   tinge,  ■  afterwards  melred, 
ftraiued,  and  kept  clofe  from  tfic 
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injuries  of  the  air.  The  fliops  are 
iifuallv  fupplied  with  thefe  fats 
readv'prepareil. 

MELLIS  DESPUMATIO. 
The  Jfjpumation  of  clarifjing  of  honey. 
Lortd. 

Melt  the  honey  in  a  water-bath, 
and  let  the  fcuni  which  arifes  be 
taken  off. 

The  intention  of  this  procefs  is 
i  to  purify  the  honey  from  wax,  or 
other  drolly  matters  that  have  been 
!  united  with  it  by  the  violence  of  the 
•  ^fs  in  its  feparation  from  the 
-.lb  ;  and  from  meal  and  fuch 
,  iik.e  fubftances,  which  are  fome- 
times  fraudulently  mingled  with  it. 
'  When  the  honey  is  rendered  liquid 
and  thin  by  tlie  hear,  thefe  liglitcr 
:  matters  rile  freelv  to  the  furface. 
SCILL-'E  EXSICCATIO. 
The  drying  of  /quills. 
Land. 

[Let  the  fquijl,  cleared  from  its 
outer  fkin,  be  cut  trai^^verfely 
into  thin  Tuces,  and  dried'wich  a 
very  gentle  heat.  « 
By  this  method,  the  fquill  dries 
much  fooner  than  when  only  its 
feveral  coats  are  feparated,  as  has 
been  ufually  direfted  ;  the  internal 
part  being  here  laid  bare,  which, 
in  each  of  the  entire  coats,  is  co- 
vered with  a  thin  fkin,  that  im- 
peJes  the  exhalation  of  the  moift- 
ure.    The  root  lofes,  in  this  pro- 
:ccfs,    four  fifths   of  its  original 
weight;  the  p.irts  which  exhale, 
appear  to  be  merely  watery  :  hmce 
fix  grains  of  the  dry  root  are  equi- 
valsnt  to  half  a  dram  of  it  when 
■lirtili;  a  circumftance  to  be  parti- 
cularly regarded  in  the  exhibition 
of  thjs  medicine.    A  proof  of  the 
fquiil  being  properly  dried  is  its 
retaining,  though  friable,  its  ori- 
r'.nal  bitterncfs  and  acrimony.  Jt 
?iven  to  adults  in  dofes  of  a  few 
grains  as  an  expeftorant  and  diure- 
tic ;  in  fomewhat  larger  as  an  emc- 
-  tic.  a 


SPONGIiE  USTIO. 
The  l)urning  o/fponge. 
Land, 

Beat  the  f^bnge,  after  cutting  it  in- 
to finall  pieces ;  and,  when  lepa- 
rated  from  its  gritty  matter,  burn 
the  fponge  in  a  clofe  \ron  veffel, 
until  it  becomes  blacR,  and  ealily 
friable:  then  powder  it  in  a  glafs 
or  marble  mortar. 

Edin. 

Puttlie  fponge,  cut  into  fmali  pieces, 
and  well  freed  from  adhering 
grity  matt  ers,  into  a  clofe  earthen 
•vejfcl;  place  it  on  the  fire,  and 
let  it  be  ftirred  frequently  till  ic 
becomes  black  and  friable  ;  then 
-  reduce  it  to  a  powder  in  a  glafs 
or  marble  mortar. 
This  medicine,  now  firft  receiv- 
ed in  the  Difpenfatory, has  been  in 
ufe  for  a  confiuerable  time;  and 
employed  againfl  fcrophulous  difor- 
deis,    and    cutaneous  fouliiejfes,  in 
dofes  of  a  fcrupie  and  upwards. 
Its  virtues  feem  to  depend  upon  a 
vo'atile  fait,  juft  formed,  and  com- 
bined with   its   own   oil  :  if  the 
fponge  be  diftiiled  with  a  ftronger 
heat,  it  yields  a  large  proportion  of 
that  fait  in  its  proper  form.  The 
fait  is  in  this  preparation  fo  far  ex- 
tricated, that  if  the  burnt  fponge  be 
ground  in  a  brafs  mortar,  it  cor- 
rodes the  metal,  fo  as  to  contra61:  ft 
difagreeable  taint,  and  fometimes 
aii  emetic  quality. 

Bees,  earthworms,  and  other  ani- 
mal fubftances,  have  by  fome  been 
prepared  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
recommended  in  different  difeafes  ; 
but  as  thefe  fubilances  fall  greatly 
fhort  nf  fponge  in  the.  quantity  of 
volatile  fait  produced  from  them 
by  fire,  they  are  probably  inferior 
alfo  in  medicinal  eificacv.  Of  all 
the  animal  matters  that  have  been 
tried,  raw  filk  is  the  only  one  which 
exceeds,  or  equals,  fponge  in  the 
produce  of  fait. 

A  good  deal  of  addrefs  is  req^ui- 
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fite  for  managing  this  procefs  in 
perfeftion.    The  fponge  fliould  be 
cut  fmall,  and  beaten  for  fonie 
time  in  a  mortar,  that  all  the  ftony 
matters  may  be  got  out,  which,  com- 
pared with  the.weight  of  thelponge 
when  prepared,  wiU- fometimes  a- 
mount  to  a  confidt;rable  quantity. 
The  burning  fliould  be  difconti- 
nued  as  foon  as  ever  the  matter  is 
become  ihoroughly  black.  "  If  the 
quantity  put  into  the  veflel  at  once 
be  large,  the  outfide  will  be  fuf- 
ficiently  burnt  before  the  infide  is 
afFefted ;  and  the  volatile  fait  of 
the  former  will  in  part  efc;'pe,  be- 
fore th^t  ill  the  Intter  is  begun  to 
be  formed.    The  beft  .  method  of 
avoiding  this  inconvenience,  feems 
to  be,  to  keep  the  fponge  continu- 
ally flirring,  in  fuch  a  machine  as 
is  ufed  for  the  roafting  of  coffee. 
'    CORNU  CERVI  USTIO. 
The  burning  of  harijliorn. 
Loud. 

Burn  pieces  of  hartfliorn  until  they 
become  perfefily  white ;  then 
rub  them  to  a  very  fine  powder. 
The  intention  here  is,  totally  to 
burn  out  and  expel  the  oil,  fait,  and 
other  volatile  parts ;  lo  as  to  leave 
only  a  white  infipid  animal  earth. 
For  this  purpofe,  a  flrong  fire,  and 
the  free  admiHion  of  air,  are  ne- 
cefT-iry.    The  potter's  furnace  was 
directed  merely  for  the  fake  of  con- 
venience; where  this  is  not  to  be 
had,  any  common  furnace  or  flove 
may  be  made  to  ferve.  On  the  bot- 
tom of  the  i.,rate  fpread  fome  light- 
ed charcoal,  and  above  this  lay  the 
horns.  The  whole  will  burn  vehe- 
mently ;  the  vegetable  matter  is  re- 
duced to  allies;  and  the  horns  are 
burnt  to  whitentf^,  ftiil  rttaining 
their  original  form.  The  horns  left 
after  ;he  diftillation  of  the  vol.-itile 
flilt  and  oil  of  liartlhorn.  are  as  pro- 
per few  this  ufe  as'any  other;  that 
procefs  only  cnllefiing  fiich  parts 
as  are  here  diffipatcd  in  the  air. 
i3ut  hartfhorn  is  not  now  con- 


fidered  as  a  pure  earth,  having 
been  found  to  be  a  compound  of 
calcareous  earth,  and  phofphoric 
acid.    It  is  the  we.ikeft  of  the  ani- 
mal abforbeiits,  bemg  folubie  in  a- 
cids  with  great  difficulty  ;  h\v  whe- 
ther it  be  of  equal  or  /uperior  ufe 
in  diarrha-as  to  more  po  a  nfui  ab- 
foi  bents,  mull  be  left  to  future  ex- 
perience, to  determine. 
PULPARUM  EXTRACTIO. 
The  extraciion  uf  pulps. 
Lond, 

Unripe  pulpy  fruits.,  and  ripe  ones  if 
dry,  are  to  be  fet  in  a  moift  place 
till  they  foften  :  then  prefs  the 
pulp  through  a  hair  fievc,  after- 
wards boil  it  over  a  gentle 
fire,  frequently  ftirring  it ;  then, 
evaporate  the  water  in  a  wa- 
ter-bath ftturated  with  fea-fait, 
until  the  pulps  are  of  a  proper 
conhftence. 

The  pod  of  tht  Cajfia  fifiularis  is  to 
.  be  bi  uifed  ;  then  boiling  water  is 
to  be  poured  upon  it,  that  the 
pulp  may  be  waflied  out ;  after 
this  the  matter  is  to  be  prefled 
through  a  coarfe  fieve,  and  then 
through  a  hair  fieve.  This  done, 
the  watery  part  is  to  be  evapora- 
ted in  a  water-bath  faturated  with 
fait,  until  the  pulp  is  brought 
to  a  proper  confiflence. 
The  pulps  of  fruits  that  are  both 
ripe  and  frefh,  are  to  be  prefTed 
out  through  the  fievc,  without 
anv  previous  boilinj;. 
STYRACIS  PURIFICATIO. 
The  purification  of  fiorax. 
Lond. 

Diffolve  the  ffor^^x  in  reftified  fpirit 
of  wine,  and  ftrain  the  iblution; 
.    after  wards  lenuce  it  to  a  pr.oper 
.  confiftence  with  a  ^^entle  heat. 

The  active  part  of  ftorax  totally 
difTolves  in  fpirit  of  wine  fo  as 
to  pafs  through  the  filtre,  the  im- 
purities alone  being  left.  And  as 
ihefe  adlive  parts  do  not  rife  in  di- 
flillation,  the  fpirit  may  be  again 
recovered,  in  reducing  it  to  a  pro- 
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per  thicknefs.  This  is  a  much 
more  elegant  mode  than  ftraining 
ftorax,  as  formerly  prelcribed,  by 
the  means  of  water,  and  Drodiices 
a  more  copious,  and  equally  ctHca- 
cious  fubftance. 

OPIUM  PURIFICATUM. 
Purified  Opium. 
LoikI. 

Take  of  opium,  cut  into  fmall 
pieces,  one  pound ;  proot-ipirit 
of  wine  twelve  pints. 

Digefc  the  opium  with  a  gentle 
heat,  ftirring  it  until  it  is  diilblv- 
ed,  filter  the  tinfture  through 
paper,  and  diftil  it  fo  prepared 
to  a  proper  conGftence. 

Purified  opium  muft  be  kept  under, 
two  forms;  soft  for  pills;  and 
HARD,  that  it  may  be  reduced  to 
powder. 

By  experiment  proof-fpirit  has 
been  found  to  be  the  beft  men- 
ftruum  for  opium  ;  having  diffolv- 
ed  nine-tenths  of  the  crude  gum  ; 
a  much  greater  proportion  than  was 
taken  up  either  by  fpirit  of  wine  or 
water. 

a:>imoniaci  purificatio. 

riie  purification  of  ammoniaciim. 
Land. 

Eoil  ammoniacum,  if  it  appears 
impure,  in  water  until  it  foftens, 
and  prefs  it  through  an  hempen 
cloth  :  then  fet  it  by,  that  the  re- 
finous  part  may  fubfide. 

Evaporate  the  water,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  infpifTation  mix 
refinous  part  with  the  gummy. 

In  the  fame  manner  Asa  foetida, 
and  the  fimilar  refinous  gums, 
are  purified. 

Any  gum  that  melts  eafily,  as 
galbanum,  may  likewife  be  puri- 
fied by  including  it  in  a  bladder, 
and  keeping  it  in  boiling  water,  un- 
til the  gum  beco'mes  foft  enough  to 
to  be  prefTed  from  its  impurities 
through  a  hempen  cloth. 

the  (training  of  ail  the  gums, 
care  fhould  be  taken,  that  the  heat 
be  oeither  too  great,  nor  too  long 


continued;  otherwife  a  confidcra- 
ble  portion  of  their  more  aftive  vo- 
latile matter  will  be  lofl  :  an  in- 
convenience which  cannot,  by  any 
care,  be  wholly  avoided.  Hence 
tlie  purer- tears,  unftrained,  are  pre- 
ferable, for  internal  ufe,  to  the 
drained  gums  ;  becaufe  that  fome 
of  the  gum-refins  purified,  in  the 
common  way,  1iy  folution  in  wa- 
ter, expreflioii  and  evaporation,  are 
not  fo  eafily  foluble  in  aqueous 
menftrua  before,  as  after,  fuch  de- 
puration. The  method  of  foften- 
ing  the  gum  in  a  bladder  bv  exter- 
nal  heat,  without  the  additioti  of 
water,appears  to  be  the  mod  eligible 
for  all  thofethat  will  admit  of  be- 
ing thus  liquefied  fufliciently  ;  both 
as  exhalation  is  prevented  during 
the  liquffafticn  ;  and  the  drained 
gum  returns  in  cooling  to  its  origi- 
nal confidence,  without  the  further 
heat  which  is  requifite  in  the 
other  method  for  evaporating  the 
water.  Opium  is  perhaps  lefs  in- 
jured by  heal  than  the  red  of  the 
gums,  the  virtues  of  this  drug  feem- 
insr  to  refide  more  in  'its  fixed  than 
in  its  volatile  parts  :  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  expedient,  that  the  fmell  of  the 
opium,  which  affords  an  ufeful 
mark  of  its  genuinenefs,  be  as  n^ch 
as  pollible  prefer ved  ;  this,  if  the 
quantity  of  water  were  large,  would 
be  defiroyed  by  the  long  evapora- 
tion which  would  then  become  ne- 
cefiary. 

It  were  to  be  v;'.{'.^'•d  ..that  the 
confidence  to   which  the  drained 
folutionsare  to  be  reduced,  were  de- 
termined with  more  prccifion,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  opium,  that 
there  might  be  as  little  uncertainty 
as  podible  in  its  dofe. 
MILLEFEDARUM  PRjEPA- 
RATIO. 
Preparation  of  millepedes. 
Loud.  EdtH. 
The  millepedes  are  to  be  inclofed 
in  a  coarfo  hempen  cloth,  and 
fufpended  over  hut  fpiritof  wine, 

r  a 
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in  a  clofe  vefTel,  till  they  are  kill- 
ed by  the  fteam,  and  rendered 
friable. 

This  is  a  convenient  way  of  ren- 
dering millepedes  piilvcrable,  withr 


out  endangering  any-  lofs  of  Aicli 
virtues  as  they  may  poflefs. 

The  direftions  given  by  both  col- 
leges are  precifelv  the  fame,  and 
delivered  in  almoft  the  fame  words. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Suhjiances  exhaled  from  vegetables  by  txprejion. 

S  E  C  T.  I. 

Expressed  and  inspissated  Juices. 


JUICES  are  obtained  from  the 
fiicculent  parts  of  plants,  by 
Including  tUem,  after  being  pro- 
perly cut,  bruifed,  &c.  in  a  hair 
bag,  and  prefling  them,  betwixt 
wooden  cheeks,  in  the  common 
fcrew-prefs,  as  long  as  any  liquor 
exudes. 

The  harder  faiits  require  to  be 
previoMfly  well  beaten  or  ground  : 
but  lierbs  are  to  be  only  moderate- 
ly bruifed  ;  for  if  thefe  be  over 
bruifed,  a  large  quantity  of  the 
herbaceous  matter  will  be  forced 
out  along  with  the  juice.  Hempen 
or  woollen  bags  are  apt  to  commu- 
nicate a  difagreeable  flavour;  the 
threads  of  thefe  like  wife  fwell  in 
proportion  as  they  imbibe  moifture, 
lo  as  in  great  meafure  to  prevent 
the  free  percolation  of  the  juice. 

The  fluids  thus  extracted  from 
fucculrnt  fruits,  boih  of  the  acid 
and  fweet  kind  —  from  moft  of  the 
acrid  herbs,  as  fcui'vy-grafs  and 
water-crefles — from  the  acid  herbs, 
as  forrel  afld  wood-forrel — from 
the  aperient  lactefcent  plants,  as 
dandelion  and  hawkweed  —  and 
from  fundry  other  vegetables,  con- 
tain great  part  of  the  peculiar  tafte 
and  virtues  of  the  refoeftive  fub- 
jecls.  The  juices,  on  the  other 
hand,  extrafted  from  moft  of  the 
aromatic  herbs,  as  thofe  of  mint 
and  the  fragrant  Turkey  balm, 
commonly  called  balm  of  Gilead, 
have  fcarcely-any  thing  of  the  fla- 
vour of  ihe  plants,  and  feem  to 
differ  iittic  from  decoctions  of  them, 
made  in  water,  boiled  rill  the  vola- 
iiXe  odorous  parts  htive  been  diflipa- 


ted.  Many  of  the  odoriferous  flow- 
ers, as  the  lily,  violet,  hyacinth, 
not  only  impart  'nothing  of  their 
fragrance  to  their  juice,  but  have  it 
totally  deftroyed  by  the  previous 
bruifing.  From  want  of  fuflicient 
attention  to  thefe  particulars,  prac- 
titioners have  been  frequently  de- 
ceived in  the  effefts  of  preparations 
of  this  clafs :  juice  of  mint  has 
been  often  prefcribed  as  a  ftoma- 
chic,  though  it  wants  thofe  qua- 
lities by  which  mint  itfelf,  and 
its  other  preparations,  operate  in 
that  intention. 

The  juices  thus  forcibly  prelTad 
otit  from  plants,  differ  from  tliofe 
which  flow  fpontaneoufly  or  from 
incifions;  thefe  lafl:  confifting  chief- 
ly of  fuch  fluids  as  are  not  diffufed 
through  the  whole  fuhftance  of  the 
vegetable  fubjeft,  but  elaborated  in 
diftinft  veffels,  orfecreted  into  par- 
ticular receptacles.  From  ■  poppy 
heads,  flightly  wounded,  there  ilTues 
a  thick  milky  liquor,  which  dries 
by  a  moderate  warmth,  Into  opi- 
um ;  whilfl:  the  juice  obtained  from 
them  by  preffure  is  of  a  dark  green 
colour,  and  far  weaker  virtue. 

Juices,  newly  expreffcd,  are  ge- 
nerally thick,  vifcid,  and  very  im- 
pure :  by  colature,  a  quantity  of 
grols  matter  is  feparated,  the  juice 
becomes  thinner,  limpid,  and  bet- 
tor fitted  for  medicinal  purpnfes, 
though  as  yet  not  eiuirely  pure. 
On  {landing,  it  becomes  again  tur- 
bid, ajid  apt  to  run  into  a  fermen- 
tative or  putrefactive  liate.  Clari.- 
fication  with  \»hitcs  of  eggs  ren- 
ders the  juices  more  perfectly  fine; 
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but  there  are  few  that  will  bear 
this  treatment  without  a  manifcft 
injury  to  their  flavour,  tafte,  and 
virtue. 

_  The  moft  cffc<flual  method  of  pu- 
rifying and  preferving  thefe  liquors, 
is,  to  let  the  ftrained  juices  Hand  in 
a  cool  place,  till  they  have  depo- 
lited  their  grofler  feces,  and  then 
gently    pafs   tliem   feveral  times 
through  a  fine  ftrainer  till  perf^ftly 
clear ;  when  about  one- fortieth  part 
their  weight  of  good  fpirit  of  wine 
niay  be  added,  and  the  whole  fuf- 
ftred  to  ftand  as  before  :  a  frefli  fe- 
diment  will   now   be  depofited, 
from  which  the  liquor  is  to  be 
povired  off,  flrained  again,  and  put 
into  fmall  bottles  that  have  been 
waflied  with  fpirit  and  dried.  A 
little  oil  is  to  be  poured  on  the  fur- 
ih.ce,  fo  as  very  nearly  to  fill  the 
bottles,  and  the  mouths  clofed  with 
leather,  paper,  or  ftppt  with  ftraw, 
as  the  flaflis  in    which  Florence 
~  wine  is  brought  to  us  :  this  ferves 
to  keep  out  duft,  and  fuffers  the 
air,  which  in  procefs  of  time  a- 
ri!es  from  all  vegetable  liquors,  to 
e'fcapc  ;  which  air  would  otherwife 
endanger  the  burftrng  of  the  glaf- 
£es,  or,  being  imbibed  afrefli,  ren- 
der their  contents  vapid  and  foul. 
The  bottles  are  to  be  kept  on  the 
boi torn  of  a  good  cellar  or  vault, 
placed  up  to  the  necks  in  fand.  By 
this  method,  juices  may  be  pre- 
fcrved  for  a  year  or  two;  and  fome 
for  a  much  longer  time. 

It  has  already  been  obferved, 
tirat  there  are  great  differences  in 
juices,  in  regard  to  their  being  ac- 
companied, in  the  expreffion,  with 
the  virtues  of  the  fubjefls:  there 
are  equal  differences  in  regard  to 
their  preferving  thoie  virtues,  and 
this  independently  of  the  volatility 
of  the  adive  matter,,  or  its  di'pofi- 
tion  to  cKliale.  Even  the  volatile 
virtue  of  /curvy -grafs  may,  by  the 
above  method,  be  ,preferved  almoft 
entire  in  its  juice  for  a  confiderable 


time  ;  while  the  adVive  parts  of  the 
juice  of  the  wild  cucumber  quickly 
feparate  and  fettle  to  the  bottom, 
leaving  the  fluid  inert.  Juices  of 
arum  root,  iris  root,  bryony  root,  and 
fundry  other  vegetables^  throw  down 
in  like  manner  their  medicinal  parts 
to  the  bottom. 

SUCCUS  COCHLEARI^ 
COMPOSITUS, 

FORMERLY 

SUCCI  SCORBUTICr. 
Compound  juice  of  fcurvy-grafs. 
Land.  . 
Take  the  juice  of 

Garden  fcurvy-grafs,  two  pints ; 
Brooklime, 

Water-crefTes— each  one  pint; 
Seville  oranges,  a  pint/ and  quar- 
ter. 

Mix  them  together,  let  them  ftand 
till  the  feces  have  fubfided,  and 
then  either  pour  the  liquor  off 
clear,  or  pafs  it  through  a  ftrainer. 
Edinb. 
Take  the  juice  of 
Garden  fcurvy-grafs, 
Water-crelfes,   expre0ed  from 

frefti- gathered  herbs, 
Seville   oranges — of  each  two 
pounds: 

,  Spirituous  nutmeg-water,  half  a 
pound. 

Mix  them  together;  let  them  ftand 
till  the  feces  have  fubfided,  and 
pour  off  the  clear  liquor. 
Both  thefe  compofitions  are  of 
confiderable  ufe  for  the  purpofts 
exprefled  in  the  title  ;  the  orange 
juice  is  an  excellent  affiftant  to  the 
fcurvy-grafs  and  other  acrid  and 
antifcovbutics,  which,  when  thus 
mixed,  have  been  found  from  expe- 
rience to  produce  much  better  ef- 
fefts  than  when  employed  by  them- 
felves.    Thefe  juices  fr.ay  be  taken 
from  an  ounce  or  fmo  to  a  quarter 
of  a  pint^  two  or  three  times  a  day  : 
they  generally  increafe  tlie  urinary  ^ 
ftcretioii,  and  fometimes  introduce 
a  laxative  habit.    Prefcrved  with 
the  cautious  abo-ve  mentioned,  the/ 
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will  keep  good  for  a  confiderable 
time:  though,  whatever  care  be 
taken,  they  are  found  to  aufwer 
better  vvhai  frefli  ;  and  from  the 
dirticult.  ot  preferviiig  them  fo, 
they  have  of  late  been  very  much 
'laid'  afide,  efLiecially  fince  we  have 
been  provided  with  more  conveni- 
ent and  ulVful  remedies, 

INSPISSATED  JUICES. 

When  veget  able  juices,  decoc- 
tions, or  infuTions,  are  expoled  to 
a  continued  heat,  the  fluid  part 
oraduallv  evaporates,  carries  off 
fuch  volatile  matter  with  which  it 
was  impregnated,  and  leaves  the 
more  fixed  in  one  thickened  mals. 
Wiien  this-  occurs  from  the  eva-' 
por.iiion  of  an  expreffed  juice,  it 
is  called  inf^i[Tated juice ;  when  from 
watery  decodlions  or  infufions,  an 
extraSi:  from  fpirituous  tinftures,  a 
rejin,  or  eJfintUl  extva£t ;  which 
term,  extra£t,  is  applicable  to  the 
whole  three.  • 

They  are  alfo  called  rob^  or  fapa^ 
when  by  evaporation  the  juices,  or 
waterv  decoction,  are  reduced  only 
to  the  confidence  of  oil  or  honey  ; 
and  balfanis,  when  fpirituous  tinc- 
tures are  reduced  to  the  fame  con- 
fiftcnce. 

With  regard  to  infpiflation  of  the 
juices,  we  are  to  confider  what  ef- 
fect will  be  produced  by  the  pro- 
cefi  refpefting  (he  volatility  or 
fixity  of  the  medicinal  parts. 

Plants  which  lofe  their  virtue, 
or  part  of  it,  by  being  dried,  will 
Jofe  the  fame  on  their  juices  being 
infpiffated  to  drynefs  ;  how  gentle 
foever  be  the  heat  with  which  the 
operation  is  performed.  It  muft 
likewife  be  obferved,  that  the  me- 
dicinal parts  of  feme  juices  are 
kept  in  a  ftate  of  perfedt  folution, 
by  the  watery  fluid,  fo  as  con-,- 
pletely  to  be  obtained  by  it  after 
the  liquor  has  been  made  fine  by 
fttrliiig,  (training,  or  other  means; 
while  the  medicinal  parts  of  otlv:rs, 


not  dilToUible  by  watery  menflrua, 
are  only  diffufed  through  the  li- 
quor, in  the  fame  manner  as  fe- 
culencies  are,  and  feparate  along 
with  thefe  in  ftanding. 

There  are  pai  ticular  points  which 
ought  to  be  carefully  cynfidered  in 
forming  preparations  from  diflfer- 
ent  vegetable  fubftances;  as  by  im- 
proper procefles  the  moll  power- 
ful mav  be  rendered  inefficacious, 
SUCCUS  BACC^  SAMBUCI 
SFISSATUS. 

Infpijfatcd juice  of  the  cider- berry. 
Land, 

Take'  of  the  exprcfled  and  depu- 
rated juice  of  the  elder-berries 
two  pints  :  infpilTate  in  a  water- 
bath  faturated  with  fea-falt. 

The, college  of  Edinburgh,  to  five 
pounds  of  the  ripe  juice  add  one 
pound  of  the  pureft  fugar,  and 
with  a  gentle  heat  evaporate  to 
the  confidence  of  a  pretty  thick 
honey. 

Each  of  thefe  preparations  keeps 
well ;  and-  both  are  pofiefied  of  ape- 
rient powers,  generally  promoting 
the  natural  evacuations  by  ftooi, 
urine,  -or  fweat.  The  dofe,  from 
3j-  or  3ij-  to  1'].  or  more  :  half  an. 
ounce  diluted  with  water,  is  com- 
monly taken  at  bed-time  in  com- 
mon colds. 

In  the  fame  manner  may  be  in-, 
fpiitated  the  juice  oi  black  currants^ 
lemon,  deadly  night-Jliade,  black  hen- 
bane, flrong-fcented  lettuce^  and  of 
hemlock,  gathered  upon  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  flowers.  And  un- 
der this  form  the  agreeable  and  ufe- 
ful  acid  of  the  two  firft  nYay  be 
preferved  for  a  confiderable  length 
of  time,  in  this  concentrated  ftate. 
SUCCUS  ACONITI  SPISSA- 
TUS. 

Ihfpijfated  juice  of  lUolf's-bane. 
Edinb. 

Bruife  the  frefli  leaves,  include  thenr: 
in  an  ht:npen  bag,  and  (Irongly 
comprefs  tliem  in  a  prefs,  fo  thaC 
thev  may  give  out  their  juice;  let 
t  4 
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tlie  juice  be  evaporated  in  open 
vefftrls  in  a  water-bath,   to  the 
eonliftcncc  of  a  pretty  thick  honey ; 
and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
proc^;fs,   let  the  juice  be  con- 
ftanlly  tlirred  that  all  empyren- 
ina  may  tie  avoided.    After  it  has 
become  cold,  let  it  be  jnit  up  in 
glazed  earthen  veflels,  and  moift- 
ened  u'iih  fpirits  of  wine. 
In  the  fame  manner  are  prepared 
infpi (lilted  juices  of  the  Jolanum  Ic 
thal(\  or  deadly  viglit-JJiade ;  and 
the  hyofcvnmiis,  or  henbane. 
The  ailive  parts  of  thcfe  plants 
are  obtained  in  a  concentrated  Jlate 
by  this  procePs,  and  in  a  condition 
which  achnits  of  preparation  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  and  in 
■which  llate  they  are  perhaps  more 
frequently  ufed  than  any  other ; 
particularly  the  hyofcyaiims^  which 
often  proves  a  good  fuccedaneum 
for  opium,  when  opium  is  indiciit- 
ed  but  difagrees  with  the  patient 
— though  the  aconite  and  folanum 
has  been  thought  to  poffefs  greater 
advantage,    adminiftered    in  ihe 
form  of  powder. 
SUCCUS  CICUTiE  SPISSA- 
TUS. 

Infpijfated  jidce  of  hetnlock. 
lidinb. 

The  procefs  is  fimilar  to  that  ufed 
with  aconitum,  except  that  this 
is  ordered  to  be  evaporated  to 
The  confiftence  of  a  thin  honey  ; 
and  when  cool,  as  much  of  the 
powder  of  tlie  dried  leaves  is  to 
be  added  as  will  form  it  into -a 
mafs  proper  for  pills;  care  being 
taken  that  the  evaporation  goes 
to  that  length  only  as  to  require 
fuch  a  quantity  of  the  powdered 
leaves  as  will  make  a  fifth  part 
of  t!-.e  whole  mafs,  when  brought 
to  a  proper  confiftence. 

However  it  is  agreed,  the  mode  of 
maldnc^  the  extratt  as  ordered  by 
the  London  college,  is  efteemed 
the  moft  eligible;  as  it  forrns  the 
molt  piue  txli dct,  and  the po  wder 


■  n^ay  be  occafionally  added. 
However,  great  care  is  required- 
in  prep-ring  this  infpiffated  juice, 
Befides  the  precaution  of  gathering; 
the  plant  at  the  particular  feafon, ! 
on  the  firft  apj)earance  of  the  flow- 
ers, and  preventing  the  mixture  of 
any  other  vegetable,  the  evapora- 
tion fliould  ta.ke  place  as  foon  as 
pofTible  after  the  exprelTion,  and 
therefore  the  juice  fliould  not  be 
bought  already  expreffed ;  for  if 
the  juice,  which  retains  the  fmell 
of  the  plant,  be  fufTered  to  fettle 
until'it  becomes  clear,  it  lofes  near- 
ly all  the  fpecific  flavour  of  the 
hemlock ;  the  odorous  principle 
feeming  to  feparate,  and  fnbfide 
with  the  herbaceous  feciiltncies : 
and  the  evaporation  (liould  hejloiu  ;■ 
to  prevent  the  too  grt-at  diiTipation 
of  its  volatile  parts,  upon  which 
much  of  its  virtues  depend,  by  too 
hafty  an  evaporation. 

That  fuch  caution  in  the  pre- 
paration is  abfolutely  neceiTary, 
feems  to  be  confirmed  by  Dr. 
Withering's  obfervations,  who 
fays,  "  that  no  medicinal  plant, 
when  collected,  is  more  apt  to  heat 
and  ferment  than  hemlock;  whence 
tiie  quantity  of  cxtraft  is  much  lef 
and  its  proj^erties  greatly  impaired  ; 
and  that  if  the  feculencies  are 
thrown  away,  -  the  medicine  is 
fpoiled. 

Of  this  infpifTated  juice,  fmall 
dofcs  (hould  be  begun  with,  from 
two  to  five  grains  in  a  day  to  adults, 
and  gradually  augmented.  Some- 
times feveral  drams  have  been  tak- 
en in  tha"  time  without  producing 
anv  giddinefs  :  but  from  five  Ervnin 
to  ten  or  twenty  grains  are  gene- 
rally fufficient;  for  few  conftitii- 
tions  will  bear  more,  if  it  is  properly 
prepared,  without  experiencing  dif- 
agreeable  effefts.  The  plant  itfelf 
may  be  kept  dry,  in  flrong  brow,- 
paper  bags;  or,  if  powdered,  i  ' 
glafs  bottles  clofe  flopped,  and  fo 
placed  as  to  exclude  the  light. 
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Dr.  Stcekck  has  recdmmended 
the  cicuta  in  a  variety  of  com- 
plaints, in  which  he  fays  5t  has 
beenJiiccersfiil  :  he  affirms,  that  it 
removes  oijiiuclions,  and  their  confe^ 
quinces ;    relieves   rheumatic  paihs^ 
though  of  long  continuance  ;  dif- 
■I'.ri-S  fcirrhous  tumours,  both  iiiter- 
-.1  and  e.\Cernal ;  and  cures  dropfies 
id  ci'tij'umptions  proceeding  from 
jirrholities;  that  it  often  di/Jllves 
.  :t(iraC't\  and Jiops  their  progrcfs,  and 
has  fometimes  removed  the  gatta 
'' retia  ; — that   inveterate  cutaneous 
■■ptio/ts,  J'c^tld-heaJs,  malignant  id  ■ 
ff,-,   ccvicersy    the   maligneint  fluor 
alius,  gonoitha:a  of  long  jianding^ 
vbHinatt    remains    of    the  venereal 
tlij}a/l\  and  caries  of  the  l/onfs,  ge- 
neraliy  yield  to  it  —  that  for  the 
olt  part  it  is  neceirary  to  conti- 
nue this  medicine  for  a  confider- 
-■blt  time  before  the  cure  be  ef- 
.  f^ed,  or  much  benefit  perceived 
i  'oni  it. 

Notwithftanding  which  account, 
t.'ie  trials  that  have  been  m^ade  of  it  in 
t.-iis  country  have  not  been  attend- 
ed wirh  any  thing  like  this  fuccels. 
However,  the  infpiffated  juice  is 
given  in  a  variety  of  complaints, 
which  appear  verv  obftinate  ;  but 
its  great  efficacy,  when  joined  w'th 
a  mercurial  alterative,  has  been 
more  particularly  obferv.ed  in  fcio- 
fhuhuf  and  fcirrhous  difordcrs,  and 
.  hc^ic  complaints,  arifing  from 
iubercles  in  their  early  fla^e.  Ci- 
cuta has  aifo  been  given  in  chln- 
fourh,  rheumatifm ,  and  nervius  head- 
acne^  \vith  fome  I'uccefs. 

Externally  the  powdered  lierb 
has  been  ufed,  with  linfeed  meal, 
or  cor:,  r.on  white  bread,  made  into 
a  [  i-M,-.  1:  e  wi:h  milk  and  water,  in 
the  yroportroii  of  one-fourtli,  or 
one-fixth,  purt  of  the  herb,-  when 
applitd  lo  indurdted  tumors  in  the 
brea'.t  and  other  parts;  joined 
wi-'.  mercury,  a;;d  given  inter- 
iuli;-,  and  applied  exterjially,  it 


has  been  fuccefsfully  employed  5a 
removing  ob(lru(^lions  of  the  mem- 
branous parts  of  the  uretlira,  ai)d 
enlargement  of  the  proih  ate  gland'. 
And  in  Ibijie  cafes  it  is  given  with 
advantage  joined  with  the  peruvian 
bark. 

ELATERIUM. 

Land,  Ediith. 
Take  ripe   wild  cucumbers,  and 
having  very  lightly  prelTed  out 
the  juice,  pafs  it  through  a  linc 
hair  fieve  into   a   glafs  vefTel, 
After  {landing  for  fome  hours, 
the'  thicker  part  will  fall  to  the 
bottom  ;  from  which  the  thin- 
ner is  to  be  poured  off,  and  what 
■    liquid  matter  is  ftiii  left,  is  to  be 
feparated  by  filtration.    The  re- 
maining thick  part,  is  to  be  co- 
vered with  a  linen  cloth,  and 
dried  by  gentle  heat. 
What  happens  in  part  in  the 
foregoing  preparation,  happens  in 
this  completely,  the  fpontaneous 
reparation  of  the  medicinal  matter 
of  the  juife  on  llanding  for  a  little 
time  :  and  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with 
the  juices  of  feveral  other  vegeta- 
bleSj  as  thofe  of  arum,  iris,  and 
l>ryony  roots.    Preparations  of  this 
kind  have  been  commonly  called 
FCEcirL.'E.     The  filtration  above 
direAed  for  draining  off  fuch  part 
of  the  watery  fluid  as  caniiot  be 
feparated  by  decantaiion,   is  not 
the  common  filtration  through  pa- 
per, for  this  does  not  fucceed  here : 
tjie  groffer  parts  of  the  juice,  fall-' 
ing  to  the  bottom,- form  a  vifcid 
cake  upon  the  paper,  through  which 
the  liquid  cannot  pafs.    The  fepa- 
ration  is  to  be  attempted  in  another 
manner,  fo  as  to  drain  the  fluid 
frqm  the  top.    This  is  efFeclcd  bv 
placing  one  end  of  fome  moiftencd 
fit-ips  of  woollen  cloth,  Iktins  of 
cotton,  or  the  like,  in  the  juice, 
and  layinz;  the  other  end  over  the 
edge  of  the  vefli-l,  lo  as  to  hang 
down  lower  than  the  furface  of  the 
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)iqiior.  By  this  management  the 
fepantion  fiicceeds  in  perfeftion, 

Elateriiim  is  a  llrong  hydragogiie 
cathartic,  and  previous  to  its  ope- 
ration excites  great  licknefs,  and 
fometimes  fevere  vomiting.  In 
feme  inflances  of  ftr.gnant  aTcites  it 
has  produced  a  complete  evacua- 


tion of  water,  where  other  medi- 
cines have  failed.  Two  or  three 
grains  are  in  general  a  fufiicient 
dofe.  Perhaps  half  a  grain  given 
for  a  dofe  and  repeated  every  hour 
till  it  begins  to  operate,  is  the  beft 
and  fafelt  mode  of  exhibiting  it. 


SECT.  IL 


Expressed  Oils. 


EXPRESSED  oils  are  obtained 
chiefly  from  certain  feeds  and 
kernels  of  fruits,  by  thoroughly 
pounding  them  in  a  ftone  mor- 
tar, or,  where  the  quantities  are 
large,  grinding  them  in  mills, 
and  then  irtcluding  them  in  a 
canvas  bag,  which  is  wrapt  in  a 
hair  cloth,  and  ftrongly  prefled 
betwixt  iron  plates.    The  can- 
vas, if  employed  alone,  would 
be  fqueezed  fo  clofe  to  the  pl;jres 
of  the  prefs  as  to  prevent  the 
•oil  from  running  down  :  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  hair  cloth,  a 
free  pafTage  is  allowed  it. 
Sundry   machines   have  been 
contrived,   both  for  sirindinsi  the 
fubjedl,  and  preifing  out  the  oil, 
in  the  way  of  bufinefs.    To  faci- 
litate the  exprefhoi),  it  is  cuftomary 
to  warm  either  the  plates  of  the 
prefs  ;  or  the  fubjeft  itfelf  after 
the  grinding,  by  keeping  it  ftir- 
ring,  in  a  proper  vedel  over  the 
fire  :  the  oil,  hquefied  by  the  heat, 
feparates  more  freely   and  more 
plentifully.     PFhcu  the  oil  is  defigncd 
for  medicinal  pui  pofes,  this  pra^icc  is 
not  to  be  allowed;  for  heat,  efpeci- 
aily  if  its  degrees  be  lufficient  to  be 
of  any  confiderable  advantage  for 
promoting  the  feparation,  renders 
the  oil  lefs  foft  and  ])alatable,  im- 
preflcs  a  difagrefiable  flavour,  and 
increales  its  difpofuion  to  grow 


rancid.  Hence  the  colleges  both 
of  London  and  Edinburgh  exprefs- 
ly  require  the  operation  to  be  per- 
formed without  heat. 

Nor  are  the  oils  to  be  kept  in  a 
•warm  place  after  their  exl)reJJion.  Ex- 
pofed  but  for  a  fcixj  days  to  a  heat  no 
greater  than  that  of  the  human  body, 
they  lofe  their  emollient  quality,  and 
brcome  highly  rancid  and  acrimonious. 
Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  for 
preventing  any  tendency  to  this 
acrid  irritating  ftate,  in  medicines 
fo  often  ufed  for  abating  immode- 
rate irritation. 

So  much  are  thefe  oils  difpoied 
to  this  injurious  alteration,  that 
they  frequently  contraft  an  acri- 
mony and  rancidity  while  contain- 
ed in  the  origins!  fubjefts.  ,  Hence 
great  care  is  requijite  in  the  choice  of 
the  unctuous  feeds  and  kernels,  which 
are  often  met  with  very  rancid  ; 
almonds  are  particularly  liable  to 
inconveniencies  of  this  kind. 

ExprelTed  oils  are  prepared  for 
mechanic  uf.s  from  fundry  differ- 
ent fubjefts,  as  inits,  poppy-feed, 
hernp-feed,  ripe-fetd,  and  others. 
Thofe  direfte'd  for  medicinal  pur- 
pofes  in  the  London  atid  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeias,  are, 

OLEUiM  AMYGDALiE. 
Oil  of  almonds. 
Loud. 

Bruife  frefli  almonds,  either  fwcet 


Qiap.  ir. 


iLxpreJJed  Oils. 


or  bitter,  in  a  mortar,  and  then 
exprefs  the  oil,  in  a  prds,  with- 
out heat. 

In  the  fame  manner  may  be 
exprefled  from  the  bruifed  feeds  of 
linf(cii-oil,  oil  of  mujlard  and  oil  of 
cajior. — For  the  particulars  belong- 
ing to  the  medical  powers  of  which' 
fee  LiNi  SEMEN,  siNAPis,  and  Ri- 
ctNus,  in  the  Materia  Medica  :  and 
for  the  exprefled  oil  of  bay-berries^ 
maccy  olive-s,  and  falm-oil^  as  far  as 
thev  are  fuppofed  to  exert  any  pe- 
culiar qualities,  they  will  be  found 
under  lausus,  macis,  oliv.€,  and 
TALM.^,  in  the  fame  divilion  of  this 
work. 

The  oil  of  almonds  prepared 
from  rhe  fweet  and  bitter  aimoiids 
areindiirerentiy,  altogether  the  fame. 
Nor  arc  the  differences  of  the  other 
oils  very  confiderable,  the  difcri- 
minating  qualities  of  the  fubjefts 
not  reliding  in  the  oils  that  are  thus 
obtained  by  expreflion  :  the  oil  of 
tnuflard-feed  is  as  foft,  iiijipicl,  a?id 
void  of  putigency,  as  that  of  fweet  al- 
mwds,  the  pungency  of  the  muftard 
remaining  entire  in  the  cake  left 
after  the  expieffion.  The  feveral 
oils  ditrer  in  Ibme  of  their  proper- 
ties from  one  another;  but  in  me- 
dicinal qualities  they  appear  to  be 
all  nearly  alike,  and  agrSe  in  one 
common  emollient  virtue.  They 
fatten  and  relax  the folids,  and  ob- 
rund  acrimonious  humours  :  and 
thus  become  ferviceable,  inter- 
nally, in  pains.  infiav.Tna lions ^  heat 
*}  urine^  hoarfcnejs,  tickling  (oughs^ 
ice. — in  glyliers,  for  lubricating  the 
irteftines,  and  promoting  the  ejeC" 
tion  of  indurated  feces  ;  —  and  in 
■txternal applications^  for  tenfion  and 
r"-;idity  of  particular  parts.  Their 
common  dofe  is  half  an  ounce:  in 
f'lme  cafes,  they  are  given  to  the 
f!i:?:it;ty  of  three  or  four  ounces. 
T  nr^oCt  commodious  forms  for 
exhibition  we  fliall  fee  here- 
in  the  chapter  of  Emul- 


The  oil  op  cacao,  or  the  cho- 

colate  hilt.,  exprefTed  from  the  nuts 
flightly  loaded,  and  freed  from  their 
coveriiigii,  Icems  to  have  no  other  ad- 
vantage over  the  chocolate  as  com- 
monly made,  but  from  being  divert- 
ed of  the  aromatics  with  which  that 
is  joined,  and  hence  may  be  given 
as  an  article  of  nutrition,  where 
the  common  chocolate  is  contra- 
indicated. 

^  The  oil  of  hyoscyamos,  ac- 
quired in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
oil  of  almonds,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
poirefTed  of  the  narcotic  virtues  of 
the  plant,  and  therefore  has  entered 
the  compofition  of  fome  anodyne 
ointments  and  plaflers  :  but,  when 
the  fedative  power  of  henbane  is 
wanted,  an  impregnation  of  olive 
oil  with  the  leaves  of  (he  plant  has 
been  fuppofed  would  much  better 
anfwer  the  purpofe. 

OLEUM  OF  I. 
Egg -oil. 

Boil  any  quantity  of  frefi)  eggs  till 
they  are  hard  ;  then  take  out  the 
yolks,  break  them  in  pieces,  and 
roaft  them  gently  in  a  frying-pan, 
till,  when  prefied  between  the  fin- 
gers, they  give  out  a  certain  fat- 
nefs;  put  them,  whilfl:  wai'm, 
into  a  hair  bag,  and  exprefs  the 
oil. 

Externally  applied,  a  paregoric 
and  ftyptic  power  has  been  attri- 
buted to  it ;  and  it  has  been  fre- 
quently applied  for  the  relief  of  fore 
nipples,  with  whicii  women  who 
fucklc  children  arefometimes  much 
tormented.  Adminiftered  inter- 
nally, it  has  been  thought  ufeful  in 
floKach  com i  laints,  dyfenteries,?inc\  dif- 
ferent ajfciticns  of  the  cdimcntary  canal. 
That  this  oil  does  poflcfs  thefe 
powers,  is  extremely  doubtful ;  and 
it  has  only  acquired  attention  from, 
being  inferted  in  moft  of  the. fo- 
reign pharmacopoeias. 

Noiwirhlhinding  the  great  fimi- 
larity  of  exprt-n'td  oils  in  general, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  oils 
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expreffed  from  aromatic  fiihftances, 
retain,  for  the  moft  part,  an  ad- 
mixture of  the  aromatic  matter  of 
the  fubjeft.  Thus  fiu/mtvs  and 
mace  yield,  upon  exprcflion,  an 
oil  imprejrnated  with  the  flavour 
of  the  fpices  ;  and  an  oil  cxpreJJ'cd 
from  anifeeth  has  a  great  fliare  of 
the  peculiar  fmell  of  the  feeds.  A 
purgative  oil  alfo  is  extrafted  in 
America  from  the  purgative  feeds  of 
the  ric'mus.  It  does  not  appear  that 
other  qualities  of  vegetables  are 
communicated  to  their  exprefledoi  Is. 

The  rinds  of  the  feveral  varieties 
of  oranges,  lemons,  and  citrons, 
yield  by  a  kind  of  expreffion  their 
eflential  oils  ahnoft  pure,  and  near- 
ly fimilar  to  tbofc  which  are  ob- 
tained from  them  by  diflillation. 
The  efTential  oils,  in  which  the 
fragrance  and  aromatic  warmth  of 
thefe  fruits  refide,  are  contained  in 
numerous  little  veficlej.,  which  may 
be  ditlinguifhed  by  the  naked  eye, 
fprcad  all  over  the  furface  of  the 
peeL  If  the  rind  be  cut  in  flices, 
and  the  flices  feparalely  doubled 
or  bent  in  different  parts,  and 
fqueezed  between  the  fingers,  the 
veficles  burft  at  the  bending,  and 
difcharge  the  oil  in  a  number  of 
fine  (lender  jets.  A  glafs  plate  be- 
ing fet  upright  in  a  glafs  or  porce- 
f  lain  veflel,  and  the  flices  fqueezed 

againfl:  the  plate,  the  little  jets 
unite  into  drops  upon  the  plate, 
and  trickle  down  into  the  xeHel 
beneath.  But  though  this  procefs 
affords  the  true  native  oil,  in  the 
fame  ftate  wherein  it  exifted  in 
the  fubjeft,  unaltered  by  fire  or 
other  agents,  it  is  not  practicable 
to  advantage,  iinldfs  where  the  frnir 
is  very  plentiful ;  as  only  a  fm.all 
part  of  the  oil  it  contains  can  thus 
be  extracted  or  colleflcd. 

The  oil  is  more  perfeftly  fepa- 
rated  by  rubbing  the  riud  upon  a 
lump  of  fugar.  The  fugar,  by  the 
inequality  'of  its  furface  produces 
,  the  effeft  of  a  rafp,  in  tearing  open 
the  oily  veficles ;  and  in  propor- 


tion as  the  veficles  are  opened,  the 
fugar  imbibes  the  oil.  When  the 
outward  part  of  the  lump  is  fuf- 
ficiently  moiflened^  it  is  fcraped 
off,  and  the  operation  continued 
on  the  frefn  furface.  The  oil  thui 
combined  with  the  fugar,  is  fit  for 
mofl:  of  the  ufes  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied in  a  fluid  ftate.  Indeed  the 
pure  eflential  oils  obtained  by  di- 
flillation, are  often  purpofeiy  mix- 
ed with  fugar,  to  render  their  ufc 
the  more  commodious. 

The  oily  preparations  acquired 
by  infufion  and  decoction  fliould 
have  next  fucceeded:  but  nothing 
more,  it  has  been  prefumed,  could 
be  expeded  from  them  than  from 
common  oil  itfclf,  which  has  the 
advantage  of  being  lefs  offenfive. 
The  mucilaginous  ingredients, 
marflimallow  root  and  iinfeed,  in 
the  oil  of  ?nuc':las;es  of  the  formt-r 
difpcnfatories,  make  no  addition  to 
the  virtue  of  the  oil  ;  for  mucilages, 
as  already  obfcrvcd,  are  not  foluble 
in  oils..  Experience  has  not  difco- 
vered  any  fuch  fingular  qualities  in 
flowc.  s  of  St.  John's  wort,  that  four 
ounces  of  them  fliould  communi- 
cate any  remarkable  virtue  to  a 
quart  of  oil.  Of  the  other  herbs, 
the  more  valuable  parts  are  difli- 
patfd  by  the  boiling  heat:  and 
although  the  remaining  matter,  if 
it  were  taken  internally,  either  by 
itfelf,  or  diflblved  in  watery  or 
fpii;.iluous  liquors,  might  not  be 
deflitute  of  activity  ;  yet  it  can 
fcarcely  be  fuppofea,  when  com- 
bined with  a  large  quantity  of  oil, 
to  have  any  material  effect  in  ex- 
ternal applications.  The  whole  of 
thefe  oils  have  therefore  been  judi- 
ciouPiy  omitted  ;  as  the  efff  Cts 
likely  to  be  produced  by  thefe  oils, 
have  been  thought  to  be  more  cer- 
tainly and  fuccefsfully  anfwered  by 
mixing  with  the  expreffed  oil  a  fuit- 
able  quantity  either  of  the  native 
rcfins  of  vegetables,  or  of  the  effen- 
tial  oils  and  rcfinous  extradfs  arti- 
ficially prepared  from  them. 
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Jnfuficyii  hi  lUffcrem  mevjiriia. 

SECT.  I. 
iNFusrdss  AND  Decoctions  in  Water. 


WATER,  the  direft  menftru- 
um  of  gums  and  falts,  cxtra8s 
readily  the  gutnmy  and  Jaline  farts  of 
vigHabki.  Its  aftion,  however,  is 
not  limited  to  theie  ;  the  rejinous  and 
oiiy  prir.ciths  biding,  in  moji  vegetables, 
Jo  intimately  blended  i-j:tli  the  i^ununy 
and  jaline,  as  to  be  ill  great  part 
taken  up  along  with  them  :  fome 
Qi  the  rejincus  cathartics,  and  ?r.oft  cf 
the  aromatic  herbs,  as  well  as  bitters 
and  afiringcnts,  yield  to  water  great- 
eit  part  of  their  fmell,  tafte,  and 
medicinal  virtue.  Even  of  the  pure 
efletjtial  oils  and  odorous  refins  of 
vegetables,  fcparated  from  the  other 
principles,  ivaier  imbibes  a  part  of 
the  jlavour ;  and  by  the  artificial  ad- 
mixture of  gummy  or  faline  mat- 
ter,'///t,-  'v^hoU  fubjla7ice  of  the  oil  or 
reft  is  made  diflbluble  in  water. 

Of  fure fa:ts  water  dilTolves  only 
certain  determinate  quantities  (fee 
page  42).  By  applying  heat,  it  is 
generally  cn;ibled  to  take  up  more 
than  it  can  do  in  the  cold,  and  this 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  ht^tj 
but  as  the  liquor  cools,  this  addi- 
tional quantity  fej)arates,  and  the 
water  retains  no  more  than  it  would 
-ve  diflblved  without  heat.  M^'ith 
gummy  fubjlances ,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  unites  unlimitedly,  diflblving 
more  and  more  of  them  till  it  lofes 
its  fluidity  :  heat  expedites  the  adlion 
of  the  ■:-jater,  but  cannot  enable  it 
to  take  up  more  than  it  would  do, 
^.'j  allowing  it  longer  time,  in  the 
'<id.  The  aciive  parts  exirafted 
trom  n;ort  vegetables  hy  water,  and 


oils  and  refins  made  foluble  in  wa- 
ter by  the  artificial  admixture  of 
gum,  partake  of  this  property  of 
pure  gums,  being  dillbluble  with- 
out faturation. 

It  lus  been  imagined  that  vege- 
tables in  a  freOi  ilate,  while  their 
oily,  refinous,  and  other  active 
parts,  are  already  blended  with  a 
watery  Huid,  would  yield  their  vir- 
tues to  water  more  freely  and  more 
plentifully,  than  when  their  native 
moifture  has  been  diiEpated  bv  (Irv- 
ing. Experience  however  fliews, 
that  dry  vegetables,  in  general,  give 
out  more  than  frejh  ones,  water  Teem- 
ing to  have  little  aftion  upon  them 
in  their  recent  ftate.  If,  of  two 
equal  quantities  of  mint,  one  be. 
infufed  frefli  in  water,  and  the 
other  dried,  and  then  infufed  in 
tlie  like  quantity  of  water  for  the 
fame  length  of  time  ;  the  infufion 
of  the  dry  herb  will  be  remarkably 
the  ftronger  :  and  the  cafe  appears  to 
be  the  fame  in  all  the  -vegetables  that 
have  bee?!  tried. 

In  all  the  preparations  defcribed 
in  this  clinpter,  it  is  to  be  under- 
ftood  that  the  fubjcas  muji  Be  mo- 
derately and  neiuly  dried;  unlefs 
when  they  are  exprefsly  ordered  to 
be  taken  frefh  ;  in  which  cafe  it  is 
to  be  judged  that  their  virtues  are 
deftroycd  or  impaired  by  drying. 

The  native  colours  of  many  vege- 
tables are  communicated  to  water 
along  with  their  medicinal  matter: 
many  iiDpart  a  colour  different  front 
thgir  ozuti :  and  others,  though  of  a 
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beautiful  and  deep  colour  them- 
felves,  give  fcmcely  any  'to  the  men- 
fruum.  Of  tlie  firft  kind  are  the 
yellozu  and  reds  flowers  ;  of  the  fe- 
cond,  the  /eaves  of  vioji  plaius ;  of 
the  third,  f6ine  of  the  thir  flowers,  as 
thofe  of  cyanus  and  larkf'pur.  Acid 
liqiws  ehafige  the  inftifims  of  mofl 
floiuersy  the  yellow  oms  excepted, 
to  a  red ;  and  alkalies,  both  fixt  and 
volatile,  to  a  green. 

from  animal  fubflanees  water  ex- 


trafts  the  gela  inous  and  nutritious 
parts,  whence  glues,  jellies,  broths, 
&c.  and,  along  with  thefe,  it  takes 
up  princip!ts  of  more  activity,  as 
the  acrid  tnatttr  of  cantharides.  It 
"dilTolves  alfo  fame  portion  of  calcined 
calcareous  earths,  both  of  the  animal 
and  of  the  mineral  kingdom,  but 
has  no  aftion  0:1  any  other  kind  of 

earthy  matfer  On  Decoctions, 

fee  Articie  JIL 


Article  I.    Infufiom  in  cold  water. 


INFUSUM  CARDUL 
InJ ufion  of  cardutis. 
Take  an  ounce  of  the  dried  leaves 
of  carduus  benediftus,  and  a  pint 
of  common  water.  Let  them 
{\eep  for  fx  hours,  without  heat, 
and  then  filter  tlie  liquor  through 
paper. 

By  this  manao-ement,  only  the 
finer  parts  of  the  carduus  are  cx- 
tra<£led,  and  the  infufion  proves  an 
agreeable  lij^ht  bitter:  it  fts  tafl-r 
on  the  flomach  than  any  other  medicine 
I  know  of  the  h.tter  kind ;  whereos, 
by  long  continued  maceration,  or 
by  t^ie  application  of  neat,  the  grolH- 
er  /nd  more  ungrateful  parts  are 
tal(en  up,  and  the  liquor  becomes 
naufeous,  fo  as  to  provoke  vomit- 
ing. I,  have  often  given  the  light 
iutufion,  with  great  benefit,  in 
weaknefles  of  the  /iomach,  where  the 
common  bitters  did  not  aoree.-  It 
may  be  flavoured  at  pleafure  with 
aromatic  materials;  inftcad  of  pure 
■water,  a  mixture  cliereof,  with  fome 
grateful  dil\il!ed  fpintuous  water, 
as  twelve  oiinces  of  common  water 
and  four  of  the  fpirituous  water  of 
orange  peel,  may  be  ufed  for  the 
irenfiruum.  The  little  quantity  of 
fpirit  contained  in  this  compound 
will  not  confiderably  vary  the  dif- 
folving  power  of  tlie  water. 

Many  other  vegetables  may  be 


advantageoufly  treated  in  the  fame 
manner.  From  thofe  which  are. 
weak  in  virtue,  rich  infufions  may 
be  obtained,  by  returning  the  li- 
quor upon  frcfli  quantities  of  the 
Aibjeft ;  the  water  loading  itfelf 
more  and  more  with  the  active 
parrs.  Thefe  loaded  infufions  are 
doubtlefs  applicable  to  valuable 
purpofes  in  medicine,  as  they  con- 
tain, in  a  fmall  compafs,  the  finer,' 
more  fubtile,  and  aftive  principles 
of  vegetables,  in  a  form  readily 
mifcible  with  the  fluids  of  the  hu- 
man bodv. 

INFUSUM  MENTHiE. 
Infufon  of  mint. 
Take  half  an  ounce  of  the  dry 
leaves  of  fpearmint,  and  a  pint 
of   fimple  mint-water.  Steep 
them  in  a  clofc  vefi'el,  in  a  warm 
place,  for  four  hours,  and  then 
lliain  out  the  tinifture. 
The  d  ftiUed  water  of  mint  is 
impregnated  with  as  much  of  the 
volatile  parts  of  the  hert),  as  wa- 
ter can  be  made  to  retain  by  diflil- 
lation.    By  infufion,  however,  it 
liill  takes  up  more,  being  equally 
effeftual  as  a  menflnium  with  frefh 
water;  hence  the  tiiitlure  proves 
vrry  rich  in  the  virtue  of  the  mint. 
Tills  is  another  ufefnl  method  of 
obtaining  ftrong  infufions  from  ve.^. 
gctables,  and  it  may  be  varied  aS 


'  Chap.  Ill,  Infufions  In 

difcretion :  the  diftilled  water  of 
one  plant  may  be  employed  as  a 
nienftruum  for  another. 
liNFUSUM  CORTICIS  PERU- 
VIAN I, 
VEL  CINCHONiE. 

Infujion  of  Peru-jlan  bark, . 
Take  an  ounce  of  Pervivian  bark 
reduced  into  fine  powder,  and 
twelve  ouncts  of  water.  Mace- 
rate without  ht&t  for  twenty-four 
hsurs,  occafionally  fliaking  the 
veirel;  then  pour  off  the  clear 
liquor,  and  pafs  it  through  a 
fine  ftrainer. 

The  extraction  of  the  virtues  of 
Peruvian  baik,  ^  with  aqueous  li- 
quors, has  hitherto  been  attempted 
by  ftrong  coctioii.  But  this  drug, 
contrary  to  mofl  other  vegetables, 
has  lateiv  been  obferved  to  give  vut 
more  to  cold  than  to  boiling  ivater.  In 
boiling,  a  refinous  matter,  con- 
taining the  aftringeiicy  of  the  bark, 
is  hafrily  melted  out  by  the  heat, 
but  not  truly  difTolved  by  the  wa- 
ter, and  hence,  in  cooling,  it  begins 
to  feparate,  renders  the  liquor  tur- 
bid, and  at  length  fettles  to  the 
bottom ;  whereas,  by  maceration  in 
■cold  ivater^  the  ajlringem  and  bitter 
farts  are  gradually  extra  fied  together, 
and  the  former  as  laell  as  the  latter 
are  retained  by  the  ixiater  in  a  Jlate  of 
f  erf  eel  folution.  The  infufion  ap- 
pears to  be  one  of  the  beft  prepara- 
tions of  the  .bark  for  weak  fomachs, 
and  may  be  given  in  dofes  of  two 
or  three  ounces,  in  intermitting  fe- 
vers, and  in  other  diforders  where 
tl-se  corroborating  virtues  of  bark 
are  required. 

AQUA  PICEA. 
Tar-iuater. 

Take  of 

Tar,  two  pounds; 

Water,  one  gallon. 
Stir  them  ftro-igly  ttigether  with  a 

wooden  rod  ;  and  after  /landing 

to  fettle  for  tivo  days,  pour  off  the 

water  for  ufe. 

Tar-water  has  been  recommend- 
ed to  the  world  as  a  certain  and  fafe 
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medicine  in  almofl:  all  difeafes  ;  a 
flow  yet  effeftual  alterative  in  ca- 
chexies, fcurvies^  chlorctic,  hyjlericaly 
hypochondriacal,  and  other  chronical 
complaints  ;  and  a  fudden  remedy  ia 
acute  diftempers  which  demand  im- 
mediate relief,  as  pleurifes,  peripnm- 
monies,  .  the  fmall  pox,  and  all  kinds 
of  fevers  in  general.  The  medicine^ 
tiiqugh  certainly  far  inferior  to  t^ie 
character  that  has  been  given  of  it, 
is  doubtlefs  in  many  cafes  of  con- 
fiderable  utility;  it  fenfibly  raifes 
the  pulfe  ;  and  occafions  fome  con- 
fiderable  evacuations,  generally  by 
perfpiration  or  urine,  though  fome- 
times  by  ftool  or  vomit :  hence  it 
is  fuppofed  to  a£l  by  increafing  the 
'vis  vitae,  and  enabling  nature  to 
expel  the  morbific  humours. 

We  fliall  here  infe;t,  from  the 
firft  public  recommender .  of  this 
liquor  (bifliop  Berkley)  fome  ob- 
fervatlons  on  the  manner  of  ufing 
it.  "  Tar-water,  when,  right,  is 
"  not  paler  than  French,  nor  deep- 
"  er-coloured  than  Spanifii  vjrh^ite 
"  wine,  and  full  as  clear ;  if  there 
"  be  not  a  ipirit  very  fenfibly  per- 
"  ceived  in  drinking,  you  may 
"  conclude  the  tar-water  is  not 
"  good.    It  may  be  drank  either 

cold  or  warm  :,  in  colics  I  take 
"  it  to  be  befl  warm.  As  to  the 
"  quantity,  in  common  chronical 
"  indifpofitions  a  pint  a  day  may 
"  f'ffi^'^-,  taken  on  an  empty  Jlomachj 
"  at  /TOO  or  four  times,  to  wit,  night 
"  and  morning,  and  about  two 
"  hours  after  dinner  and  breakfaft  : 
"  more  may  be  taken  by  "ftrong 
"  ftomachs.  But  thofe  who  labour 
"  under  great  and  inveterate  ma- 
"  ladies,  mud  drink  a  greater. 
"  quantity,  at  lealf  a  quart  every 
"  twenty-four  hours:  all  of  this 
"  clafs  iniift  have  much  patience 
"  and  perfcverance  in  the  ufe  of 
"  this,  as  well  as  of  all  other  medi- 
"  cines,  which,  though  fure,  muft 
"  yet  in  the  nature  of  things  be 
"  flow  in  the  cure  of  inveterate 
*'  Lhronical  diforders.    In  acute 
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«'  cafes,  fevers  of  all  kinds,  it  miifl 
*'  be  drank  in  btd,  warm,  and  in 
*'  great  quantity  (the  fever  ftill 
*'  enabling  tlie  patient  to  drink) — 
"  perhaps  a  pine  every  honr,  which 
*'  1  havekj'iown  to. work  fiirprifing 
"  cures.  But  it  works  lb  quick, 
"  and  gives  fuch  fpirits,  that  the 
*'  patients  often  think  themfelves 
*'  cured  before  the  fevtr  hatla  quite 
"  left  them." 

Infitjion  of  tar,  or  far-water,  as  it 
has  been  called,  has  lolt  much  of 
its  reputation — as  it  is  pretty  cer- 
tain, that  water  can  but  tJjke  up 
the  liquid  of  the  tar,  charged  per- 
haps with  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
oily  matter  in  the  form  of  an  acid 
foap ;  and  as  its  virtues  chiefly  de- 
pend upon  this  acid,  it  would  be 
better  to  feparate  this  acid  bv 
diftillation,  and  mix  it  occafionally 
with  water. 

AQUA  CALCIS. 
Simple  liiiie-iuater. 
Lond. 

Take  of  quick-lime  half  a  pound  ; 
boiling  diflilled  water,  twelve 
ounces.  Mix,  and  fet  it  afide 
in  a  covA-ed  vefTel  for  an  hour  ; 
then  pour  off  the  clear  liquor, 
and  keep  it  in  a  veflel  clofely 
flopped. 

Edinh.  . 

Take  half  a  pound  of  frefli-burnt 
lime,  put  it  into  an  earthen  vef- 
fel,  and  gradually  fprihkle  upon 
it  four  ounces  of  water  ;  keeping 
the  veffel  fhut,  while  the  lime 
grows  hot,  and  fails  into  powder ; 
when  pour  upon  it  twelve  pounds 
of  water,  and  mix  them  well  toge- 
ther by  llirring.  A^  foon  as  the 
lime  is  feitled,  frir  it  again;  al- 
ways keeping  the  vefTel  fl)ut 
during  the  ebullition,  that  the 
accefs  of  the  air  may  be  more 
effeftually  prevented  :  then  let 
the  water  be  filtered  through 
paper,  placed  in  a  funnel  ciofe 
fhut  at  its  top;  Snd  keep  it  in. 
verv  clofe  vcflels. 


The  reafon  of  adding  the  water 
by  degrees  to  the  lime  is,  that  when 
poured  on  at  once,  it  reduces  the 
external  part  to  a  kind  of  muddy 
iubftance  or  foft  pafte,  which  in 
foine  nitafure  defends  the  internal 
part  from  being  acfed  upon  by  the 
water.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
different  proportions  of  water,  in 
the  two  above  prefcriptions,  oc- 
cafion  any  fenfible  difference  in  tne 
ftreiigth  of  the  produd  :  the  quick- 
lime is  far  from  yielding  all  its  fo- 
luble  parts  to  either  proportion; 
the  remainder  giving  a  ftrong  im- 
pregnation to  many  frefli  quantities 
of  water,  though  not  fo  Ihong  as 
to  the  firfl.  The  caution  of  keep- 
■  ing  the  water  in  clofe-llopt  veiiels 
ought  to  be  ftriftly  attended  to; 
for  in  open  ones,  the  calcareous 
matter,  difiblved  in  the  liquor,  foon 
begins  to  feparate,  and  forms  a 
white  crufl  upon  the  furface.  This 
cruft  is  not  oi  a  faline  nature,  as 
fome  have  imagined  ;  but  an  in- 
fipid  earth,  no  longer  mifcible  with 
vvatesy  liquors. 

The  furface  being  the  pait  to 
which. the  common  air  is  applied, 
here  the  feparatiou  firft  takes  place; 
and  as  long  as  the  crull  remains 
entire,  the  clofenefs  of  the  texture 
fo  excludes  the  air,  that  the  reft  of 
the  fluid  remains  impregnated  with 
lime  ;  but  when  by  any  means  the 
pellicle  is  broken  it  foon  finks  to 
the  bottom,  and  expofes  a  new 
furface  to  the  adion  of  the  air 
which  occafions  a  new  feparation 
of  the  lime. 

In  this  manner  a  fucceffion  of 
cruflsHiitl  precipitations  are  form- 
ed, till  the  whole  of  the  quick- 
lime, once  foluble  and  cauftic,  is 
folind  at  the  bottom  of  the  vcffel 
in  the  flate  of  mild  infolubie 
earth,  leaving  the  water  perfectly 
infipid.  Thefe  crufts  and  fuccef- 
five  feparations  are  owing  to  the 
abforption  of  fixed  air,  or  aerial 
acid,  from  the  atmofphere ;  and  the 
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mtld  infoliible  ftate  of  the  rrecipi- 
tated  matter  to  the  fame  caufe. 

As  the  purity  of  common  water 
can  rarely' be  depended  upon,  the 
diftilled  water  is  much  more  eligi- 
ble in  making  the  lime-water., 

For  the  medical  properties  of 


lime-water,  fee  Materia  Medica, 
article  Calx  viva. 

The  nqua  calcis  magisy  and  mhius 
co'tipofita,  are  now  thrown  out  from 
both  the  London  and  Edinburgh 
difpenfatories,  as  being  confidercd 
of  no  material  utility.' 


Article  11.    Infujiom  in  boiling  TVateu 


INFUSUM  AMARUM. 
Bitter  infufion. 
Edhib. 

Take  of 

Gentian  root,  half  an  ounce  ;' 
Seville  orange  peel,  dried,  one 
dram  ; 

Coriander  feed,  half  a  dram'  j 
Proof  fpirit,  four  ounces ; 
Water,  one  pound. 
Pour  on  the  fpirit  firft,  and  let  it 
Hand  three  hours,  and  then  add 
the  water;  macerate  without  heat 
twelve  hours,  and  ftrain  it. 
INFUSUM  GENTIANS 
COMPOSITUM; 
formerly 

lyFUStJM  AMARUM  SIMPLEX. 

Compound  infufion  of  Gentian, 
Land. 

Take  of  . 

Gentian  lliced,   one  dram  by 
weight. 

Dried   outer   rind    of  Seville 

orang",  one  dram  and  a  half 

by  weight. 
Outer  rind  of  frelli  lemon,  half 

an  ounce  by  weight. 
Boiling  water,  twelve  ounces  by 

meafure. 

Mac»rate  for  one  hour,  and  ftrain. 

Both  thefe  liquors  are  very  ele- 
gant and  ufeful  bitters  ;  the  latter 
in  particular  is  as  agreeable  as  tan 
well  be  contrived,  the  peels  com- 
inunicating  a  fine  flavour,  which 
is  the  only  addition  of  which  the 
gentian  ftands  in  need. 

INFUSUM  CATECHU; 

"JUlgO 

In'FUSVM  JAJONieUM. 


Take  of 

E.xtra£b  of  catechu,  two  draiiJs 
,  and  a  half ; 
Cinnamon,  half  a  dram  ; 
Boiling  water,  feven  ounces  j 
Simple  fvrup,  one  ounce  ; 
Digelt  th?  extraft  and  cinnamon 
with  the  water  for  two  hourS 
ifi  a  clofe-covered  veflel:  after- 
wards ftrain  it,  and  add  the  fy- 
rup.  _  ,  •' 

The  infufion  is  an  elegant  cor- 
dial, reflringent,  and  may,  be  given 
in  dofes  of  from  one  to  two 
ounces,  in  thofe  compla'ints  fpeci- 
fied  under  the  article  of  Japonica 
Terra  in  the  Materia  Mfi- 
dica. 

INFUSUM  AMARUM 
PURGANS. 
Purging  bitter  infufion. 
Take,  of 
Senna, 

Yellow  rind  of  lemon  ped,  ireHi 

— each  three  drams ; 
Gentian  root, 

Yellow  rind  of  Seville  orange- 
peel,  dry, 

Lefler  cardamom  feeds,  freed 
from  the  hulks— each  half  a 
dram ; 

Boiling  water,  five  ounces  by 
,    meafure.  . 
Macerate  them  togethef ;  and  when 
cold,  ftrain  off  the  liquor. 
INFIJSUM  AMARUM 

cum  SENA. 
Bitter  iiifufon  with  fennai 
Take  of 

Senna,  one  dram ; 
Gentian  root  ; 

u  _ 
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.  Sweet  fennel  feeds — each  half  a 
(Irnm  ; 

Boiling  water,  a  qnarter  of  a 
pint. 

Infiife  them  forfour  hours,  and  then 

ftrain  the  liquor. 
This  infufion  may  likewife  be  pre- 
pared with  TWO,  three,  or  more 
times  the  quantity  of  fenna. 
Both  thefe  are  iifeful  purging 
bitters.    The  quantities  here  pre- 
fcribed  are  intended  for  one  dofe : 
the  firft  is  the  larger,  and  the  other 
the  fmallerdofe,  that  feiina  is  ufu- 
ally  given  in. 

INFUSUM  SENM 

SIMPLEX. 
Simple  infufion  of  fcnna. 
Take  of 

Senna,  one  ounce  and  a  half  by 
weight ; 

Ginger  powdered,  one  dram  by 
weight ; 

Boiling    diftllled    water,  one 
pint. 

Macerate  -for  one  hour,  in  a  co- 
vered veffel ;  and  when  the  11- 
liquor  is  cold,  flrain. 
INFU&UM  SEN/E  TATARI- 
SATUM  ; 
formerly 
InFUSUM  SEN/E  CpMMUNKi 
Tartarized  infufion  of  fenna. 
Land, 

Take  of 

Sena,  tin  ounce  and  a  half; 

Cryllals  of  tartar,  two  drams  ; 

Coriander  feeds,   bruifcd,  lour, 
drams ;  ., 

Diftilled  W^^er,  one  pint. 
Boil  the  cryitals  of  tartar  in  the 

water,  until  they  are  difTolved  ; 

then  pour  the  water,  whilll  it 

continues  boiling,  upon  the  other 

ingredients. 
Macerp.te  for  an  hour  in  a  covered 

velFel;  and  when  cold,  ftrain  off 

the  liquor  for  uie. 

In  our  forttier  pharmacopoeia, 
an  alkaline  fait  was  ufed  in  the  in- 
fufion of  fenna,  inllead  of  the  acid 


one  here  direcfted.  The  firft  was 
fuppofed  to  promote  the  operation 
of  the  medicine,  by  fuperadding  a 
degree  of  purgative  virtue  of  its 
own,  and  by  enabling  the  water  to 
extract  fomewhat  more  from  the 
capital  ingredient,  than  it  would  be 
capable  of  doing  by  itfelf ;  whilft 
acids  have  rather  a  contrary  effedt. 
Experience,  however,  has  fuffici- 
ently  Ihown  that  this  infufion,  and 
the  following  one  with  lemon  juice, 
do  not  fail  in  their  intention  :  and 
in  a  medicine,  very  naufeous  to 
many,  it  is  of  principal  confe- 
quence  to  prepare  it  fo,  that  the 
lighteft  and  leaft  difguftful  parts 
may  be  extrafted.  Alkaline  falts 
increafe  the  offenfivenefs  of  the 
fenna  ;  whilft  cryfials  of  tartar  con- 
fiderably  improve  the  colour  of  the 
infufion,  and  likewife  render  the 
tafle  to  fome  perfons  lefs  difagree- 
able.  Soluble  tartar  fliould  feem  a 
good  ingredient  in  thefe  kinds  of 
compofitions,  as  it  not  only  im- 
proves the  tafte,  but  promotes  the 
purgative  virtue  of  the  medicine  ; 
this  addition  alfo  renders  the  infu- 
fion lefs  apt  to  gripe,  or  occafion 
flatulencies. 

Both  thefe  infufions  of  fcnna  are 
mildly  purgative  to  adults  in  the 
dofe  of  one  ounce^  or  one  ounce 
and  a  half  to  tH'o  ounces.  The 
naufeous  fl^four  of  the  fenna  is 
more  covered  in  the  latter;  —  and 
perhaps  would  be  ftill  more  fo  by 
the  addition  of  fugnr. 

INFUSUM  SENjE 

LIMONIATUM. 
Infiifon  of  fcnna  with  lemon. 
Take  of 

Senna,  an  ounce  and  a  half: 

Yellow  rind  of  lemon  peel,  frefli, 
one  ounce ; 

Lemon  juice,    one  ounce  by 
meafui-e ; 

Boiling  water,  one  pint. 
Macerate  them  together;  and  when 

cold,  Ibain  off  the  iufufion. 


Chap.  m. 


Infujions  hi  boiling  PFater. 


This  is  a  very  pleafant  and  fuf- 
ficientlv  etBcacious  purge  :  and  the 
moft  agreeable  form  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  fenna  to  fiich  as  are  more 
than  ordinal ily  offended  witli  its 
flavour.  The  dofe  is  from  two 
ounces  to  four. 

INFUSUM  TAMARINDO- 
RUM  CUM  SKSfA. 

Injufion  of  tamiirinch  vjith  fcnna. 
Kdinb. 

Take  of 

Tamarinds,  fix  drams ; 
Crv'ftals  of  tartar ; 
Senna— of  each  one  dram  ; 
Coriander  feeds,  half  a  dram  ; 
Red  candied    fugar,    half  an 

ounce ; 
Boiling  water,  eight  ounces. 
Macerate  in  a  clofe  earthen  vef- 
fei,  which  has  not  been  vitrified 
■with  lead ;  ftir  the  liquor  now 
and  then,  and  after  it*  has  ftood 
four  hours,  ftrain  it.    It  may  be 
alfo  with  double,  triple,  or  a 
greater  proportion  of  fenna. 
This  infufon,  and  th(  tartarized 
infujion  of  fenna,  are  mild  and  ufe- 
fui  purges,  particularly  the  for- 
mer, which  is  excellently  fulted  to 
delicate  ftomachs,  at  the  farne  time 
that  it  is  very  well  calculated  for 
febrile    and  other  acute  difeafes. 
Sugar  ufed  alon?  ivith  acids,  fuch 
as  tamarinds,  or  cryftals  of  tartar, 
where  the  acid  predominates,  is 
found  very  much  to  improve  their 
tafte  ;  and  the  combination  of  their 
acid  and  fweet,  is  found  to  cover 
the  tafte  of  the  fenna  very  effec- 
tually. The  aromatic  alfo  ferves  the 
fame  purpofe. 

INFUSUM  RHiEJ. 
Jnfufon  of  rhubarb. 
Edinb, 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  fliced,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Boiling  water,  eight  ounces  ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon-water,  one 
ounce. 

Macerate  the  rhubarb,  in  a  glafs 


vefTel,  with  the  boiling  water 
for  a  night ;  then,  having  added 
the  cinnamon  water,  ftrain  the 
liquor. 

This  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
beft  preparations  of  rhubarb  whea 
defigned  as  a  purgative  ;  water  ex- 
trafting  its  virtue  more  effeflually 
than  either  vinous  or  fpirituous 
menftrua :  in  this  refpeft  rhubarb 
differs  from  moft  of  the  other  vege- 
table cathartics. 

INFUSUM  ROS^; 
formerly 

TINCTURA  R  OS  ARUM. 

Infujion  of  the  rofe. 
Land. 

Take  of 

The  dried  red  rofe,  half  an  ounce; 
Vitriolic    acid    diluted,  three 
drams ; 

Boiling  water,  two  pints  and  a 
half; 

Double  refined  fugar,  one  ounce 
and  a  half. 
Firft  pour  the  water  upon  the  rofes 
in  a  glafs  velfel;  then  add  the 
acid,  and  macerate  for  half  an 
hour;   ftrain  the  liquor  whea  , 
cold,  and  add  the  fugar. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Red  rofes,  dried,  orie  ounce ; 
Vitriolic  acid,  one  dram  ; 
Boiling  water,  five  pounds; 
White  fugar,  two  ounces. 
iyTacerate  the  rofes  with  the  boil- 
ing water  in  an  unglazed  veffel, 
four  hours  ;  then,  having  poured 
on  the  acid,  ftrain  the  liquor; 
add  to  it  the  fugar. 
Some  have  direfted  the  oil  of  vi- 
triol to  be  dropt  upon  the  rofes  be- 
fore the  water  is  put  to  them  :  but 
this  method  is  c&rtainly  faulty,  for 
fuch  of  the  rofes  as  this  cauflic  li- 
quor falls  upon  undiluted,  will  be 
burnt  up  by  it,  and  have  their  tex- 
ture deftroyed.    Others  have  made 
an  infufion  of  the  rofes  in  water 
firft,  and  then  added  the  acid,  from 
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an  apprehenfion,  that  if  this  acid 
be  added  to  the  water,  it  would 
weaken  its  powers  as  a  menltruinn  ; 
but,  whatever  the  acid  ipirit  will 
hinder  the  water  from  extracting, 
it  muft  precipitate,  if  added  after- 
wards ;  though  in  this  preparation 
the  vitriolic  acid  btars  fo  fmall  a 
liroportion  to  the  water,  that  its 
effeft,  in  this  refpe£V,  will  be  very 
little.  The  infufion  fliouldbe  made 
in  a  glafs  or  fione-ware  velTeL  ra- 
ther tlian  a  glazed  earthen  one ; 
for  the  acid  will  be  apt  to  corrode 
the  glazing  of  the  latter. 

This  tinflure  is  of  an  elegant  red 
colour,  and  makes  a  very  grateful 
addition  to  juleps  in  hcemorrhages, 
and  all  cafes  that  require  mild  cool- 
ers and  fubaftringents.  It  is  fome- 
times  taken  with  bolufes  or  eledua- 
ries  of  the  bark  ;  and  likewife  makes 
a  good  gargle.  The  virtues  of 
this  infufion  are  to  be  afcribed 
chiefly,  if  not  folely,  to  )the  vitri- 
elic  acid. 

Infusum  lini. 
Infufion  of  linfeed. 
Take  of  > 

Linfeed,  whole,  two  fpoonfuls; 

Liquorice,  fliced,  half  an  ounce; 

Boiling  water,  four  pints. 
Let  them  fland  in  infufion  by  the 

fire  for  fome  hours,  and  then 

ftrain  off  the  liquor. 

An  ounce  of  coltsfoot  leaves  is 
fometimes  added  to  thefe  ingre- 
dients; which  addition  procures 
this  medicine  the  title  of  Infu- 
sum PECTORALli,  peroral  infufion. 
Both  infufions  are  foft,  emollient, 
mucilaginous  liquors  ;  and  as  fuch 
tliey  are  directed  in  defluxions  of 
ihin  acrid  rheums^  and  erofions -of  the 
vcfiets.  They  are  given  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a  pint  a  day, 

iNFUiUM  ANTISCORBUTICUM. 

Antifcorbutic  infufion. 

Take  of 

Buckbean  leaves,  two  ounces; 
Ciu'afrao  oranges,  half  an  ounce ; 


Compound  horferadifh  -  water, 

four  ounces ; 
Common  water,  four  pints. 
Let  the  common  water,  boiling, 
be  poured  on  the  buckbean  and 
orange,  and  fuffered  to  ftand  in 
a  clofe  vefl"el  for  a  night;,  then 
ftrain  out  the  liquor,  and  add  to 
it  tlie  horferadifli- water. 
This  infufion  is  a  very  ufeful, 
and    not   inelegant,  antfcorbutic: 
buckbean  appears  from  experience 
to  be  a  very  efficacious  herb  in 
this  intention ;  the  aromatic  ma- 
terial  here  joined  to  it  alleviates 
its  ill  flavour,  and  at  the  fame  time 
promotes  its  virtue.    A  quarter  of 
a  pint  of  the  liquor  may  be  taken 
three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Infusum  cephaltcum. 
Cephalic  infufion. 

Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  two  ounces; 
Rofemary,    or  fage,    half  an 
ounce ; 

Aromatic  water,  four  ounces ; 
Common  water,  four  pints. 
Let  the  coinmon  water  be  poured, 
boiling,  on  the  herb  and  root^ 
and  fuffered  to  ftand  for  a  night 
in  a  clofe  veflel  ;  then  ftrain  out 
the  infufion,  and  add  to  it  the 
aromatic  water. 

This  infufion  is  calculated  a- 
gainft  epileptic  diforders,  and  other 
like  affeBions  of  the  nervous  fyfcm. 
The  dofe  is  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  to 
be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Infusum  alcalinum. 
Alkaline  infufion. 

Take  of 

Kali  prepared,  half  an  ounce ;. 

Snffron,  half  a  dram  ; 

Liquorice-root,  two  ounces ; 

Boiling  water,  three  pints. 
Let  them  ftand  together  in  a  warm 

place  for  eight  or  ten  hours,  and 

then  ftrain  out  the  liquor  for 

ufe. 

This  infufion  is  of  fervice  in  a 
kntor  or  vifcidifji  of  the  ilwd  an^ 
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juices^  the  confequence  of  an  ob- 
iirufted  perfpiracion,  and  often- 
times the  origin  of  inflammatory 
diftempers.  It- attenuates  thick  hu- 
f/iours,  and  promotes  the  natural  fecre- 
tions.  It  is  to  be  taken  warm,  in 
little  quantities  at  a  time,  but  fre- 
quently repeated. 

Infusum  diureticum. 
Diuretic  infujion. 

Take  of 

Wormwood  leaves,  dried,  half 

an  ounce  ; 
Kali  prepared,  two  fcruples  ; 
Juniper  water,  two  ounces  ; 
Common  water,  twelve  ounces. 
Pour  the  common  water,  boiling, 
on  the  wormwood  and  kali;  and,, 
when  grown  cold,  flrain  off  the 
liquor,  and  mix  with  it  the  juni- 
per water. 

This  infufion  is  much  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  foregoing. 
It  is  direiSled  in  the  ohflruHions  of 
;he  vifca-a^  which  frequently  fuc- 
ceed  a  long  continuance  of  bilious 
fevers,  or  frequent  relapfes  into 
them  ;  and  which  generally  end  in 
a  dropfy,  jaundice,  or  irregular  in- 
termittent. The  quantity  here 
prcfcribed  is  to  be  taken  every  day, 
at  three  dofes,  and  a  purgative  oc- 
cafionaliy  interpofed.  If  intermit- 
tent fevers  return  after  the  cure  of 
the  other  diforders.  they  are  then 
fuccelsfuUy  treated  by  the  bark.  . 

Preparations  of  this  kind  are 
iikewife  of  confiderable  ufe  ;«  ma- 
niacal diforders;  in  which,  as  Dr. 
Mead  obferves,  evacuations  by  the 
kidneys  are  of  greater  confequence 
than  is  generally  fuppofed  ;  efpe- 
cially  if  the  mania  be  of  the  furious 

Article  III.    D  ceo  in  ions. 

The  efFeft  of  boiling  differs  from 
that  of  infufion  in  fome  material 
particulars.  One  of  the  moft  ob- 
vious differences  is,  that  as  the  ef- 
(ential  oils  of  vegetables,  in  which 


kind,  and  accompanied  with  febrile 
heat.  Alkaline  falts,  given  ;:i  large 
dofes,  arc  here  the  inofl  eifcclual 
diuretics. 

Infusum  paualyticum. 
Paralytic  infufon. 

Take  of 

Horferadifli  root,  fliaved, 
Muflard  feed,  bruiftd— reach  four 

ounces ; 
Boiling  water,  four  pints. 
Let  them  fteep  together,  in  a  clofa 
vefTel,  for  twenty-four  hours. 
This  infufion  is  Itrongly  im- 
pregnated with  the  pungency  of 
the  muflard  feed  and  horferadifli, 
which  by  this  fimjile  procefs  give 
out  the  whole  of  their  virtues. 
Though  the  medicine  is  defigned 
chiefly  for  a  flimulant  in  paralytic 
complaints,  there  are  feveral,  other 
dilorders  in  which  it  may  be  em- 
ployed to  good  advantage  ;  in  fcot;- 
iiitic  cafes,  in .  particular,  it  pro- 
mifes  to  be  a  remedy  of  great 
utility  :  it  generally  promotes  the  uri- 
nary difcharge  ;  and,  if  the  patient 
be  kept  warm,  ptrfpiration.  It  is 
taken  foraetimes  to  half  a  pint, 
twice  a  day, 

Infusum  ci>iNAMqMi. 
Injufon  of  cinnamoit. 
Take  two  ounces  of  powdered  cin- 
namon, and  two  pints  of  boiling 
water.  Infufe  them  in  a  clofe 
ve/Tel,  in  a  moderate  heat,  for 
half  an  hour ;  and  then  filter  the 
liquor. 

This  infufion  is  agreeably  im- 
pregnated with  the  flavour  and 
warmth  of  the  fpice,  and  may, 
on  many  occafions,  fupply  the 
place  of  the  fimple  cinnamon  watei-. 

Fomentathns,  and  MucUages, 

their  fpecific  odours  refide,  are  vo- 
latile in  the  heal  of  boiling  wate^-, 
they  exhale  in  the  boiling  along 
with  the  watery  fttani,  and  tlu^s 
are  lofl  to  the  remaining  degodlion ; 
U  3 
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whereas  both  in  cold  and  hot  infu- 
fions  they  are  preferved.  Odorous 
fubdances,  and  thofe  in  general 
whofe  virtues  depend  on  their  vo- 
latile parts,  'are  therefore  unfit  for 
this  treatment.  The  foiiible  parts 
of  thefe  may,  neverthelefs,  be  unit- 
ed in  this  form  with  thofe  bodies 
of  a  more  fixed  nature;  by  boiling 
the  latter  till  their  virtues  are  fufii- 
ciently  extrafted,  and  then  infufing 
the  former  in  this  decoftion. 

The  extraftion  of  the  virtue  of 
the  fubjeft  is  ufually  promoted  or 
accelerated  by  a  boiling  heat;  but 
this  rule  is  Icfs  general  than  it  is 
commonly  fuppofed  to  be.  We 
have  already  obferved,  that  Peru- 
viaH  bark  gives  out  its  virtue  more 
perfeftly  by  cold  infufion  than  by 
coftion.  In  fome  cafes,  bo;ling 
occafions  a  manifeft  difunion  of  the 
principles  of  the  fubjeft.  Thus, 
when  almonds  are  triturated  with 
cold  water,  their  oil,  blended  with 
the  mucilaginous  or  other  foluble 
matter  of  the  almond,  unites  with 
the  water  into  a  milky  liquor  called 
anemulfionS  but  on  boiling  them 
in  water,  the  oil  fcparates  and  rifes 
to  the  furface;  and  if  the  moft 
perfect  emulfion  be  made  to  boil,  a 
like  feparation  happens. 

This  alfo  appears  to  take  place, 
though  in  a  lefs  evident  manner,  in 
boiling  other  fundry  vegetables: 
thus  tobacco,  a/arum^  and  ipecacu- 
anha^ lofe  their  aftive  powers  by 
boiling;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
this  change  is  cffefted  merely  by 
•the  difcharge  of  volatile  parts,  be- 
caufe  it  has  been  proved,  that  the 
diftilled  water  of  ipecacuanha  was 
infinitely  lefs  em.etic  than  the  infu- 
lion  from  which  it  was  diftilled, 
and  that  the  boiling  liquor  gradu- 
ally afllimes  a  black  colour,  indi- 
cating fome  kind  of  decompefition 
of  parts.    And  this  probably  takes 
place  in  all  vegetables  whatever; 
though  from  their  not  producing 
fuch^'evidcnt  effedts  on  the  living 


body  as  afarum,  ipecacuanha,  and 
tobacco,  they  cannot  be  fo  eafily 
difcovered. 

It  is  for  the  abovementioned  rea- 
fons  that  we  think' many  materials 
fliould  be  innifed  in  cold  water. 
This  however  is  not  always  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  and  in  extempo- 
raneous pradtice  may  often  be 
inconvenient  :  we  have  however 
thought  it  proper  to  point  out  the 
advantages  to  be  expefted  from  this 
more  tedious,  but  much  more  com- 
plete and  elegant  method. 
DECOCTUM  CORNU  CERVI; 
formerly 

DECOCTUM  ALBUM. 
The  decoBloti  of  hartfiorii. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Calcined   hartfliorn,  prepared, 

two  ounces ; 
Gum  Arabic,  fix  drams  ; 
Water,  three  pints.  ' 
Boil  them  till  only  two  pints  re- 
main; and  then  flrain  off  the 
liquor,  conftantly  ftirring. 
This  decoftion,  thougii  a  much 
weaker  abforbcnt  than  the  mlflura 
cretaceuy  is  much  more  agreeable 
to  moft  people;  and  is  ufed  as  com- 
mon drink  in   acute  difeafes  at- 
tended with  a  loofenefs,  and  where 
acrimonious   humours  abound  in 
the  primse  vj^e.  The  gum  is  added 
in  order  to  render  the  liquor  flightly 
glutinous,  and  thus  enable  it  to 
fuftain  more  of  the  calx  ;  which  is 
the  ingredient  that  the  colour,  but 
probably  not  the  virtue,  of  the  me- 
dicine depends  upon.  Calcined 
hartfliorn  has  no  quality  from  which 
it  feems  capable  either  of  conf  rin- 
ging and  lirengthening  the  veflel% 
giving  a  greater  degree  ofcoiifift- 
ency  to  ihi7i  fluids,  or  obtunding 
acrimonious  humours.    It  Ifliims  and 
abforbs  acid  jukes;    but  acrimony 
and   acidity  are   very   different : 
there  are  few  (perhaps  none  of  the 
acute)  diforders  of  adults  attended 
with  the  latter;  and  few  of  in- 
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faiits  are  unaccompanied  therewith. 
Some  have  propofed  ftarch  as  an 
ingredient  in  thefe  kinds  of  decoc- 
tions ;  a  fraall  (quantity  of  this  fofr, 
gclacinoiis,  fannaceoiis  fubftance 
/honid  feem  to"  be  greatly  prefer- 
able to  the  earthy  calx.  Ir  may  be 
dbferved  that  the  water  is  not  en- 
abled by  the  boiling  to  diflblve  any 
part  of  the  calx;  and  that  in  the 
uecoflion,  the  earth  is  only  ditfiifed 
in  fubftance  through  the  water,  as 
it  would  be  by  agitation. 
DECOCTUM 
DiioSlion  of  marjltmallozv  root. 
Ed'inb. 

Take  of 

Marflimallow  root,  dried,  four 
ounces ; 

Raifins  of  the  fun,  ftoned,  two 

ounces ; 
Water,  feven  pounds. 
Boll  to  five  pounds;  ftrain  the  li- 
quor; and  when  the  feces  have 
fettled,  pour  it  off. 
This  is  intended  chiefly  as  an 
emollient  to  be  drunk  of  in  nephri- 
tic paroxyfms ;  it  foftens  and  re- 
laxes the  parts,  frequently  relieves 


tarns  two  gr 


the  pain,   and  procures  an  eafy 
pafTa'^e  to  the  fabulous  matters. 
DECOCTUM  JAPONIC UM. 
yaponlc  decoilion. 

Take  of 

The  confeftio  japonica  (defcrib- 
ed  hereafter  among  the  elec- 
tuaries) one  ounce  ; 

Common  water,  a  pint  and  a 
half; 

Spirituous  cinnamon  water, 
Syrup  of  meconium  — each  one 
ounce. 

Boi!  the  confeftion  in  the  common 
water,  till  the  liquor,  after  ftrain- 
ing,  will  amount  to  a  pint ;  to 
which,  while  turbid,  add  the  cin- 
namon water  and  the  fyrup. 
This  decoftion  is  ufed,  both  in 

draughts  and  in   glyfters,  as  an 

anodyne  and  reftringent  in  fluxes. 

The  quantity  here  prefcribed  con- 


rains  and  a  half  of  opi- 
um, exclulive  of  the  fvriip 
DECOCTUM  "HORDE [  COM- 
rOSlTUM; 
formerly 

DECOCTUM  P  ECTOR  ALE. 
Compound  dccoH  'mi  of  barley , 
Lond. 

Take  of  dccodion  of 
Barley,  two  pints ; 
Stoned  raifins. 

Figs,  fliced  —  each  two  ounces ; 
Liquorice,  cut  and  bruifed,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Water,  four  pints. 
Boil  to  two  pints,  and  ftrain. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Stoned  raifins  of  the  fun, 
Barley  —  each  one  ounce  ; 
Fat  figs,  in  number  four  ; 
Florentine  orris  root, 
•  Liquorice, 

Co.tsfoot  flowers  —  each  half  aft 

ounce ; 
Water,  fix  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  raifins,  bar- 
ley, and  figs,  till  only  four  pints 
remain  ;  adding,  towards  the  end, 
the  other  ingredients;  then  ftrain 
out  the  liquor  for  ufe. 
Both  thefe  deco£tions  are  ufeful 
/oft  pectorals  ;  and  very  agreeable 
to  the  palate,  particularly  the  firft. 
They  are  good  auxiliaries  in  fuf<'p 
defuxiotis  on  the  brcafi  and  lungs,  and 
have  fometimts  done  fervice  by 
themfelves.    They  may  be  drunk 
at  pleafure,  and  employed  for  the 
fame  purpofes  as  the  decoiiiim  aU 
thace. 

DECOCTUM  HORDEI; 
formerly 
AQUA  HORDEATA} 
,  Decodion  of  barley, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Pearl  barley,  two  ounces ; 
Diftilled  water,  four  pints. 
Firft  wafli  the  barley  from  the  jm^ 
purities  with  cold  water ;  thea 
y      U  4 
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boil  it  a  little  with  about  half  a 
pint  of  fiefli  water.  Throw 
away  tkis;  then  add  the  diftiUerl 
water  boiling;  and  boil  it  again 
till  half  the  waler  is  waftc-d  ;  tlien 
flrain...  -  The  only  difference 
betwixt 'this  and  that  of  the 
Edinburgh  college,  is  tlie  addi- 
tion of  one  pint^nore  water,  and 
not  difiilied. 

Tiiis  liquor  is  to  be  drunk  free- 
ly, as  a  diluter,  in  fevers  and  other 
diforders.  Hence  it  is  of  ccnfe- 
quence  that  it  fliould  be  prepared 
fo  as  to  Idc  as  elegant  and  agree- 
able as  poffible  ;  for  this  reafoji,  'it 
was  inferted  in'  the  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  the  fevcral  circurii- 
ftances  which  contribute  to  its  ele- 
gance fet  down;  if  any  one  of 
them  be  omitted,  the  beverage 
will  be  lefs  grateful.  However 
trivial  medicines  of  this  clafs  may 
appear  to  be,  they  are  of  greater 
importance,  in  the  cure  of  acute 
difeafes,  than  many  more  laborious 
preparations. 
DEpOCTUM  LIGNORUM. 
DecoBion  of  the  woods. 
\  Edinb, 

Take  of 

Guaiacum  faw-du  fl,  three  ounces ; . 
Kaifins  of  the  fun,  ftoncd,  two 

ounces  ; 
SafTafras  wood,  fliaved, 
Liqborice,  Hiced '  —  each  sn 

ounce ; 
Water,  ten  pounds. 
Boil  the  guaiacum  ajid  raifins  with 
the  water  over  a  gentle  fire  to 
tjie  confumption  of  one  half: 
adding,  towards  the  end,  the 
faflafras  and  liquorice.  Strain 
*ut  the  liquor,  and,  having  fuf- 
fered  it  to  reft  for  fome  time^ 
pour  off  the'  'clear  from  thq  fe- 
ces. 

Thls-dccoftipn  is  very  well  con- 
trivecf,'  and,  if  its  ufe  be  duly  con- 
tinued, will  do  great  fervice  in 
fome  cu!an£ous'  difeafesy  foulnefs  of 


Part  Tir. 

the  blood  and  juices,  znd  fome  diforders 
of  the  breafl;  particularly  i,i  cold 
phlegmatjc  habits.  It  may  be  tak- 
en by  itfejf,  in  the  quantity  of  a 
quarter  of  a  pint,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  or  ufed  as  an  alTiftant 
m  a  courfe  of  incrcurial  or  anti- 
monial  alteratives;  the  patient  in 
either  cafe  keeping  warm,  in  order 
to  promote  the  operation  of  the 
medicine. 

Decoctum  a-ntihecticum, 
Antiheaic  deco5{ion. 

Take  of 

Com  fry  root, 

Eryngo  root,  each  half  an  ounce; 

Conferve  of  rofes,  two  ounces  ; 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol,  forty 
drops; 

Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  roofs  and 

the  conferve,  tilK  one  pint  is 

wafted  ;  then  ftrain  off  the  re- 

maming  liquor,   and  add  to  it 

the  dulcifitd  fpirit.  ' 

This  decoftion  is  ufually  given 
m  heHic  cafes,  where  thm  acrimmiicus 
humours  abound,  and  in  beghviivg  con. 
fumptions.  The  dofe  is  a  quarter  oT 
a  pmt,  to  be  taken  two  or  three 
times  a  day.  •' 
Decoctum  antifebrile. 

Antfebrik  deco^ion. 
Take  of 

'  Virginian  fnake-root,  bruifed, 
Peruvian  bark,  in  powder— each 

three  drams; 
Waiter,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  to  half  a  pint  ;  and  hav- 
ing flraiiied  eff'the  liquor,  mix 
with  it,  of 

Spirituous  cinnamon  water,  an 
ounce  and  a  half ; 

Syrup  of  clove  july-flowers,  two 
dr^ms.      "  -  ' 

In  the  putrid  malignant  fever, 
arifing  from  foul  air  in  crowded 
hofpitals  and  jails,  this  medicine 
has  been  given  with  remarkable 
fuccefs.  In  the  low  flate  of  this 
dangerous  difeafe,  when  the  pulie, 
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before  quick,  begins  to  fink,  the 
lliipor  to  increafe,  and  petec hire  to 
appear;  it  promifes  to  be  a  very 
ufeful  remedy  for  fupporiing  the 
Ills  vitiCy  promoting  a  critical  dia- 
phorefis,  and  c'->rrefting  the  putrid 
huiuours.  Four  fpooiihiis  of  ♦the 
tlecodion  are  to  be  taken  every 
four  or  fix  hours ;  and  moderate 
quantities  of  wine  or  cordial  bo- 
lufes,  with  vohitile  falts,  interpofed 
at  proper  intervals. 

Decoctum  f  sbrifugum. 
A  febrifuge  decodion. 
^ake  of 

Camomile   flowers,  dried,  t\yo 

ounces  ; 
Kali  prepared,  two  drams  ; 
Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  water  wirh  tfie  camomile 
flowers,  till  one  pint  of, the  li- 
quor be  wafted  ;  then  ftraih  out 
the  remaining  decoftion,  and  dif- 
folve  in  it  the  alkaline  fait. 
In  a  thick  vifcid  Jinte  of  the  blood 
3nd  Juices,  and  objlru£lions  of  thf.  ab- 
dominal vifcera,  a  quarter  of  a  pint 
of  thes  decoftion,  taken  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  has  fometimes 
removed  intermittent  fevers,  after 
the  Peruvian  bark  had  been  tried 
in  vain.    It  is  nearly  fimilar  to  the 
alkaline  and  diuretic  infuGons  de- 
fcribed  above, 

Apozema  aperiens. 
Aperient  apozem. 

Take  of 
Rhubarb, 

Madder — each  three  drams ; 

Kali,  two  drams  ; 

Water,  three  pints, 
oil  them  together  for  an  hour, 

and  having  ftrained  out  the  de- 

coiflion,  add  to  it  three  ounces 

of  fyrup  of  ginger. 

This  promifes  to  be  a  very  power- 
ful aperient  and  attenuating  medicine, 
of  great  fervice  in  iclei-ical  znd  hy- 
dropic cafes.    The  dofe  is  three 
'  unces,  which  ii>ay  be  repeated 
•trice  a  day. 


Decoctum  astrimgens. 

Alirlno^cnt  dccoftiu/i. 

Take  qf  " 

Tormentil  root,  one  ounce; 
Cinnamon,  three  drams ; 
Pomegranate  peel, 
Plaurane  leaves  —  each  half  an 
ounce  ; 

Syrup  of  dry  rofes,  one  ounce  ; 
VVater,  three  ])ints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  tormentil, 
granate?  peel,  and  plantane,  till 
one  pint  be  walled,  adding  the 
cinnamon  towards  the  end  :  then 
ftrain  off  the  decoftion,  and  mix 
with  it  the  fyrup. 
The  title  of  this  preparation  fuf- 
ficientiy  expreffcs  its  virtues.  Tlie 
'dofe,  in  fluxes  whei"fe  the  morbi4 
matter  has  been   evacuated,  and. 
aftringency  is  the  only  intiication, 
is  from  one  to  four  ounces,  three  or 
four  times  a  day.  . 

Decoctum  BARDANiE. 
Decodion  of  burdock. 
Take  of 

Burdock  roots,  two  ounces ; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  one  dram'; 
Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  roots,  fo 
long,  that  the  liquor,  when 
ftrained,  may  amount  only  to 
a  quart ;  to  which  add  the  vitri- 
olated tartar. 

Tliis  decoftion  is  drunk  to  the 
quantity  of  a  pint  a  day,  as  a  mild 
apcrie?it,  diuretic,  and  fiveetefter,  in 
fcorbutic  and  rheumatic  complaints- 

Decoctum  H^ematoxyli  feu 

C  AMPECHENSE. 
Deception  of  logwood. 
Take  of 

Shavings    of   logwood,  three 

ounces; 
Cinnamon,  two  drams; 
Water,  four  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  logwood 
till  half  the  liquor  be  wafled,  add- 
ing the  cinnamon  towards  the 
end  of  the  boiling  ;  then  ftraia 
out  the  decoftion  for  ufe. 
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This  is  an  agreeable  mild  re- 
frlngent^  in  diarrhccas  and  other 
Jluxef,  where  (Ironger  aftringeiits 
would  be  improper  or  unfafe.  It 
is  given  in  the  hol'pitals  in  dofes  of 
a  quarter  6f  a  pint,  three  or  four 
times  a  day.  It  generally  tinges 
the  ftools  red,  which  has  occafion- 
ed  fome  to  be  alarmed,  as  if  the 
colour  proceeded  from  a  difcharge 
of  blood.  The  patient  therefore  is 
to  be  cautioned  againft  any  fur- 
prize  on  that  account. 

Decoctum  diureticum. 
Diuretic  decofiion. 
Take  of  I. 

P.ufley   or  fennel  roots,  one 
ounce : 

Wild  carrot  feeds,  three  drams ; 
Pellitory  of  the  wall,  half-  an 

ounce; 
Railins,  two  ounces; 
N'itre,  one  dram ; 
Water,  three  pints.  ^ 

Boil  the  water  with  the  roots,  feeds, 
pellitory,  and  raifins,  fo  long, 
that  there  may  be  only  two  pints 
of  liquor  after  ftraining ;  in 
which  diffolve  the  nitre. 

Take  of    '  2. 

Grafs  roots,  two  ounces; 
Sorrel    or   wood-forrel  leaves, 

one  handful  ; 
Tamarinds,   one  ounce  and  a 

half; 
Nitre,  two  drams; 
Barley-water,  three  pints. 

Boil  the  roots  in  Vhe  barley-water, 
till  one  pint  of  the  liquor  be 
wafted,  adding  towards  the  end 
the  forrel,  tamarinds,  and  nitre  : 
then  ftrain  out  the  apozem  for  ufe. 

Take  of  3. 

Marflimallow  roots,  frefh,  one 

pound  ; 
Fennel  roots,  half  a  pound  ; 
Nitre,  half  an  ounce; 
Water,  one  gallon. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  roots,  till 
one- fourth  of  the  liquor  be  waft- 
ed;, then  ftrain  oft  the  remain- 


ing decoction,  and  diflblve  ia  it 
the  nitre. 

Thefe  cooling  aperient  liquors 
are  ufed,  like  the  nephritic  decoc- 
tion already  defcribed,  as  common 
drink  for  promoting  urine  in  nephritic 
diffafcs.  They  may  be  taken  with 
fafety,  and  often  with  good  efftd, 
in  inflammatory  cafes,  where  tlie 
hot  ftimulating  diuretics  would  be 
manifeftiy  prc^judicial. 

DUCOCTUM  CINCHON'^. 

DccoBiott  of  Peruvian  barkt 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  one 
ounce ; 

Water,    one    pint  and  three 

■  ounces. 
Boil  them  together  for  ten  minutes 

in  a  covered  velTcl.  and  ftrain 

'the  liquor  whilft  hot. 

The  propriety  of  boiling  the  bark 
in  a  clofe  velTel,  and  for  fo  fliort  a 
time,  to  thofe  m  ho  have  obferved 
the  peculiar  odour  exhaled,  added 
to  what  Beaume  has  faid  of  its  de- 
compofition  and  deftrudion  by 
long  boiling,  will  appear  evi- 
dent. 

This  decoftion  fliould  be  pafted 
only  through  a  coarfe  ftrainer,  and 
drunk  whilft  turbid  :  if  fufFered  to 
ftand  till  clear,  the  more  efficacious 
parts  of  the  bark  will  fubfide.  We 
have  formerly  obferved,  that  the 
virtues  of  this  drug  confift  chiefly 
in  its  refinbus  fubftance,  which, 
though  it  may  be  totally  melted  . 
out  by  the  heat  of  boiling  water, 
remains  only  partially  fufpended  in 
that  menftruum. 
DECOCTUM  GEOFFR^^. 
Deco£lion  of  the  cabbagc-bark- 
tree. 
Edin. 

DECOCTUM  MEZEREI, 
DecoSlion  of  fpurge  olive. 
Edin. 

See  Geoffreaa  and  Mezereum, 
in  the  Materia  Medica. 
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DECOCTUM  HELLEBORI 
ALBl. 

Deco^itf!  of  -white  hellcbort. 
Land. 

Take  of 

White  hellebore,  powdered,  one 
ounce ; 

Diftilled  water,  two  pints; 

Reiftified  fpirit  of  wine,  two 
ounces  by  weight. 
Boil  the  hellebore  in  the  water  to  a 

pint ;  and  when  the  liquor  is  cold 

and  ftrained,  add  the  fpirit. 

In  ilifcedations  of  the  Jiin,  particu- 
larly the  tinea  capitis,  it  is  con- 
fidered  an  efficacious  remedy  ;  but 
•where  the  incruftations  are  entire- 
ly removed,  leaving  a  tender  /kin, 
the  iblution  fliould  be  diluted. 
DECOCTUM  SARSAPARIL- 
LiE. 

Decoflion  of  farfaparilla. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Sarfaparilla,  fliced,  fix  ounces ; 

Diftilled  water,  eight  pints. 

Macerate  the  farfaparilla  with 
a  heat  of  about  195°;  then  take  it 
out  and  bruife  it,  and  again  mace- 
rate in  the  liquor  for  two  hours. 
Then  boil  the  liquor  to  four  pints, 
prefs  it  out,  and  flrain. 

By  this  procefs  the  medical  pow- 
ers of  the  farfaparilla  are  fully  ex- 
traded  :  for  which  fee  Materia 
Medica,  article  Sarsaparilla  ; 
and  its  diaphoretic  effect  is  faid 
to  be  obtained  more  readily  when  it 
is  exhibited  in  form  of  decoftion, 
than  under  any  other.  When  given 
in  venereal  complaints  after  mercu- 
ry has  failed,  two  pints,  in  divided 
dofet,  has  been  given  every  twen- 
ty-four hours. 

DECOCTUM  SARSAPARIL- 

L/E  COMPOSiTUM. 
Compound  decoction  of  farfaparilla, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Sarfaparilla,  cut  and  bruifed,  fix 

ouDCf-s  ; 
Bark  of  falTafras  root, 


'ationSf  and  AfucUages. 

Sbavlngs  of  guaiacum, 
Liquorice,  bruifed  —  each  one 
ounce ; 

Bark  of  the  root  of  mezereon, 

three  drams ; 
Diflilled  water,  ten  pints.  , 
Macerate  with  a  geiuie  heat  for  fix 
hours,  then  boil  down  to  five 
pints,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
boiling  add  the  bark  of  the  root  of 
mezereon  ;  and  flrain  the  liquor. 
This  decoftion   is  given  from 
four  to  eight  ounces  four  times 
a  day,  in  venereal  nodes,  &c.  See 
Materia  Medica,    article  Meze- 
REi  RADicrs  Cortex.— A  medi- 
cine which  had  a  confiderable  f^le 
under  the  name  of  the  Lifbon  Diet-' 
'Drink,  is  faid  to  be  a  deco£lion  of 
three  ounces  of  farfaparilla,  half 
an  ounce  of  mezereon,  and  two 
ounces  of  crude  antimony,  with 
liquorice,  &c.  boiled  in  ten  pints 
to  five  of  water.    The  efficacy  of 
this  medicine  chiefly,  it  is  fuppofed, 
depends  upon  the  mezereon  ;  and 
it  is  thought  every  advantage  may  . 
be  obtained  from  a  fimple  decoflioii 
of  guaiacum,  bardana,  or  althaea, 
impregnated  in  the  manner  above 
described  with  the  mezereon. 

DecOCTUM  SENEKiE. 

Decoilion  of  feneka. 

Take  of 

Seneka,  rattle-fnake  root,  one 

ounce ; 
Water,  two  pounds. 
Boil  to  one  pound,  and  ftrain. 

The  virtues  of  this  decoftion  will 
be  eafily  underftood  by  thofe  of  the 
root  from  which  it  is  prepared.  See 
Materia    Medica,    article  Senh- 
KA.    The  dofe,  in  hydropic  cafcs^ 
and  rheumatic  or  arthritic  complaints, 
is  two  ounces,  to  be  repeated  three 
or  four  times  a  day,  according  to 
its  effect. 
DtcocTUM  Catechu  terr.« 
Japonic^. 
DecoHion  of  Japan  earth. 
Take  of 

Japan  earth,  two  drams ; 
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Spirituous  cinnarnon  water, 
Syrup  of  quinces — each  two 

ounces; 
Common  water,  one  pint. 
Boil  the  common  water  with  the 
Japan  earth,  till  about  one-fourth 
of  the  liquor  be  wafted  ;  then 
fiit'fer  the  decciftion  to  fettle,  and 
having  poured  pff  the  clear  part, 
add  to  it  the  fpirltuous  watej-  and 
the  fyrup. 

This  decoftion  is  a  very  agree- 
able and  ufefui  medicine  in  fluxes 
that  are  not  critical  or  fympioviatic^ 
and  in  a  lueak  lax  Jlate  of  the  in- 
tejlines.  A  fpoonful  or  two  may 
taken  every  hour,  or  oftener : 
thus  managed,  it  prodpces  much 
better  effe£ts  than  if  larger  dofes  be 
given  at  once. 

PECOCTUM  PRO  FOMENTO, 

formerly 

fOTUS  COMMUNIS. 
DccoElion  for  fomentations. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Abrotanum  leaves. 

Sea  wormwood  tops, 

Camomile  flowers — each,  dried, 
one  otnce ; 

Bay  leaves,  dried,  half  an  ounce; 

Water,  fix  pints. 
Boil  them  a  little,  and  ftrain. 

It  is  left  to  the  choice  of  the 
apothecary  to  take  either  the  male 
or  female  that  isfouthern- 

wood,  or  lavender-cotton:  w-hich, 
though  differing  from  one  another 
i|i  fonie  refpefts,  may  be  looked 
•upon  as  fiinilar  with  regard  to  the 
purpofes  for  which  this  compofition 
is  intended  :  nor  indeed  ca.^  either 
of  them  give  much  affiftance  to 
camomile  flowers  and  wormwood. 
The  ufe.  of  this  deco£lion  is  ex- 
prefled  in  its  title.  Spirit  of  wine, 
which  is  commonly  added  in  fo- 
ipentations,  is  left  to  be  direfted  by 
the  prefer! ber,  in  fuch  quantity  as 
particular  cafes  may  require. 
DECOCTUM  COMMUNE  pro 
CLYSTERE. 


The  common  Jecoflion  for  glyjlcvs. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

MrUow  leaves,  dried,  one  ounce; 

Camomile  flowers,  dried. 

Sweet  fen neL  feeds  —  each  half 
an  ounce; 

Water,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  together,  and  (train  out 

the  dcc()6lioii  for  ufe. 

The  title  of  this  deco^fion  fqf- 
f]ciently  exprefles  its  ufe,  as  the 
bafis  of  glyfters.  The  ingredients 
fliould  be  very  lightly  boiled,  at 
leaft  the  camomile  fioivers  and  fai- 
vel feeds  not  put  in  till  towards  tlje 
end,  a  part  of  the  virtue  of  thefe 
being  foon  loft  by  boiling. 

The  Decorum  pro  enemate  of  the 
prefent  London  Pharmacopccia  o- 
mits  the  fennel  feeds. 
DECOCTUM  CHAMCEMELI, 

DECOCTUM  COMMUNE. 

Pecodion  of  camomile. 
Edinb, 

Take  of 

Camomile  flowers,  one  ounce ; 
Coriander  feed,  half  an  ounce  ; 
.  Water,  two  quarts. 
Make  them  juft  boil,   and  then 
ftrain  ou^  the  liquor.    The  vir- 
tues of  .the  ingredients  may  be 
fufticiently  extrafted  alfo,  by  in- 
fufing  them  for  fome  hours  in 
the  boiling  water. 
This  decoftion  is  intended  to  an- 
fwer  the  purpofes  of  both  the  fore7 
going.    It  is  lefs  loaded  with  the. 
ingredients  than   either,   but  npt 
perhaps  for  that  reafon  the  lef^ 
ufefui. 

DECOCTUM  ULMI. 
Deco^ion  of  elm. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Frefli  elm,  the  inner  bark,  bruif- 
ed,  four  ounces, 

Diftilled  water,  four  pints. 
Boil  to  two  pints,  and  ftrain. 

This  isgiven,  in  cutaneous  erup- 
tions,  in  dofes  of  from  four  to 
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eight  ounces  twice  a  day.  For  its 
n-.^dical  virtues,  in  other  com- 
pbints  alio,  fee  Materia  Medi- 
cs, article  Ulmi  Cortex  inte- 

»iIOR. 

FOTUS  ANODYNUS. 

Anodjne  foriicutation. 
Take  of 

Garden  poppy  he:\ds,  one  ounce  ; 

Elder  flowers,  half  an  ounce; 

Water,  three  pints. 
.£oil  them  till  one  pint  be  wafted, 

and  then  Itrain  out  the  liquor 

for  ufe. 

This  fomentation  is  prefcribed 
i-fbr  tumefied  and  vijiained  farts,  to 
.  abate  the   injiamrnatlon    and  pain, 
'  Whether  the  opiate  matter  in  the 
poppy  heads  contriliute  much  to 
this  intemi  ;n,  may  be  queftioned; 
as  the  etfefts  of  the  compofitiou 
may  be  attributed  perhaps  more  to 
the  warm  fluid  foftening  and  re- 
laxing the  (kin,  than  to  the  parti- 
L  .'.lar  qualities  of  the  matters  with 
v,  hich  it  is  impregnated. 

FoTUS  AROMATICUS. 

Aromatic  fomentation. 
Take  of 
Cloves, 

Mace  —  each  one  dram ; 
Red  wine,,  one  pint. 
Boi]  them  a  little,  and  ftrain  off  the 
liquor. 

This  preparation  is  intended  not 
only  as  a  mere  topical  application 
for  external  complaints,  but  like- 
wife  for  rel'.e-jing  the  internal  parts. 
The  pains  of  the  l/oivels  which  accom- 
pany dyfenteries  and  diarrhoeas,  flatu- 
lent colics,  uneafinefs  at  the  flomach^ 
and  reachings  to  vomit,  are  frequent- 
ly abated  by  fomenting  the  abdo- 
men and  reoion  of  the  ftomach  with 
:ne  warm  liquor. 

POTUS  ROBOKANS. 

Strengthening  fomentation. 
Take  of 

Oak.  bark,  one  ounce ; 
Granate  peel,  half  an  ounce ; 
Alum,  two  drams ; 


Smith's  forge  water  (that  is.  wa-  ' 
ter  in  which  red-hct  iron  has 
been  feveral  times  quenched) 
three  pints. 
Boil  the  water,  with  the  oak  bark 
and  granate  peel,   to  the  con- 
fumption    of  one-third ;  then 
ftrain  the  remaining  decodion^ 
and  diirolve  in  it  the  alum. 
This  is  a  ftron^  aftringent  liquor, 
in  which  intention  it  is  directed 
both  as  a  fomentation  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  rclttxed  parts,  and  as  an  injeciion 
in  the  f.uor  albtis. 

JUS  VIPERINUM. 
Viper-hroth. 
Take  the  middle-fized  viper,  freed 
from  the  head,  flcin,  and  intef- 
'  tines;  and  two  pints  of  water. 
Boil  them  to  a  pint  and  a  iialf ; 
then  remove  the  veff  1  from  the 
fire,   and,  when   the  liquor  is 
grown  cold,  let  the  fat,  which 
congeals  upon  the  furface,  if  the 
viper  was  frefli,   be  taken  off. 
Into  this  broth,  whilft  warm,  put 
a  pullet  of  a  moderate  fize,  drawiv 
and  freed  from  the  fkin  and  all 
the  fat,  but  with  the  flelh  intire. 
Set  the  vefl"el  on  the  fire  again, 
that  the  liquor  may  boil;  then 
remove  it  from  the  fire,  take  out 
the  chicken,  and  immediately 
chop  its  flefh  into  little  pieces : 
put  thtfe  into  the  liquor  again, 
fet  it  over  the  fire,  and  as  fooii 
as  it  boils  ilp,  pour  out  the  broth, 
firft  carefully  taking  off  the  fcum. 
Here  all  the  circumftances  fub- 
fervient  to  the  perfeflion  of  the 
broth,  are  carefully  fet  down :  and 
even  plain  chicken-broth,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  fick,  ought  to  he  made  in  a  fmilar 
manner. 

Tliis  feems  to  be  one  of  the  befi: 
preparations  of  the  viper ;  all  the 
benefit  that  can  be  expefted  from 
that  animal  being  by  this  means' 
there  obtained.  It  is  very  nutritious 
and  rcflorotive  food :  continued  for 
a  lengtli  of  time,  it  kas  fometimes 
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done  fervice  in  leprous  ami  other  oh- 
Jlinatc  cutaneous  Aijcafcs.  The  dried 
flefl)  of  the  vipers,  brouglit  from 
abroad,  is  not  at  ail  fuperior  to  the 
frefli  vipers  of  our  own  country. 
The  wines  and  tiiifture  of  the  ani- 
mal, probably,  have  little  virtue. 
The  volatile  fait,  however  ftrong- 
ly  recommended  by  fome,  docs 
not  appear  to  differ  from  that 
producible  from  every  animal  fub- 
Itance. 

MUCILAGO  AMYLI. 
Mucilage  of  Starch. 
Lond.  Rdinb, 

Take  of 

Starch,  three  drams ; 
Diftilled  water,  one  pint. 
Rub  the  (larch,  by  degrees  adding 
'  the  dillilled  water,  and  then  boil 
a  little.    The  college  of  Edin- 
burgh order  four  drains  of  ftarch 
to  a  pint. 
MUCILAGO   GUMMI  ARA- 
BICI. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic, 
hind. 

Take  of 

Gum  arabic,  four  ounces ; 
Boiling   'diftilled    water,  eight 
ounces  by  meafure. 
Rub  the  gum  with  the  water  until 
it  is  diflblved. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Gum  arabic,  in  powder; 

Boiling  water  each  pqual 

weights. 

i)igeft,  and  frequently  flir  them,  tjll 
the  gum  is  dillblvcd  ;  then  flrain 
it  through  linen  to  clear  it  from 
impurities. 

This  mucilage  is  very  nfeful  in 
many  operations  in  pharmacy,  par- 
ticularly for  uniting  oleaginous  and 
aqueous  fubftances  together.  It  is 
alio  a^ood  demulcent,  and  may  be 
given  largely  where  fi'ch  remedies 
are  wanted.  ^ 
MUCILAGO  GUMMI  TRAG- 
ACANTHiE. 
Mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth. 


Lond. 

Take  of 

Tragacanth,  powdered,  half  an 

ounce ; 
Diftilled  water,  ten  ounces. 
Macerate  with  a  gentle  heat  until 
the  tragacanth  is  dilfolvcd. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Gum  tragacanth,  powdered,  one 
ounce. 

Boiling  water,  eight  ounces. 
Macerate  for  twenty-four  hours  ; 
then    mix,   diligently  rubbing 
them  that  the  gum  may  be  dif- 
folved,  and  prefs  the  mucilage 
through  a  linen  cloth. 
The  preference  is  given  to  tliis 
mucilage  in  the  formation  of  tro- 
ches, and  fuch  like  preparations, 
becaufe  the  gum  is  more  adheGve 
than  the  bales  of  the  foregoing  mu- 
cilages; and  it  is  alfo  preferable  to 
them  where  much  tenacity  is  re- 
quired,  as  in   the  fufpenfion  of 
mercury  and  other  ponderous  bo» 

MUCILAGO  SEMINUM  CY- 
DONII  MALI. 

Mucilage  of  quince  feeds. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Qnince  feeds,  one  dram  ; 
Water,  eight  ounces  by  meafure. 
Boil  them  over  a  flow  fire  forten  mi- 
nutes; then  ftrain  through  linen. 
This  is  a  pleafant  foft  mucilage, 
of  a  fomewhat  fweetifli  tafte,  and 
a  ligiit  agreeable  fmell:  in  thefc 
relpefts,  and  in  its  eafy  folubiiity 
in  water,  it  differs  from  the  muci- 
lage of  gum  tragacanth,  to  which 
fome  have  fuppofed  it  fimilar.  It 
has  another  difference,  to  its  difad- 
vantage,  being  apt  to  grow  mouldy 
in  keeping. 

GELATINA  CORNU  CERVI. 
Jelly  of  hartjhorn. 

Take  of 

Haj-tlhorn  111 avings,  half  a  pound  j 
^^'ater,  three  quarts ; 
White  fiigar,  fix  ounces ; 
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Mountain  wine,  a  quaiter  of  a 
pint ; 

Orange  (or  lemon)  juice,  one 
ounce. 

Boil  the  hartfliorn  with  the  water 
by  a  gentle   heat  in  a  glazed 


earthen  vefTel,  .till  two  parts  are 
wafted  ;  ftrain  out  the  remaining 
liquor,  add  to  it  the  other  ingre- 
dients, and  boil  the  whole  over  a 
gentle  fire  to  the  confiftence  of 
a  foft  jelly. 


Wheys. 


SECT.  ir. 

Wheys. 


Serum  solutivum. 
Laxative  ivhey. 

TAKE  of 
D.'.malk   rofe  buds,  frefli, 
one  ounce ; 
Whey,  two  pints. 
Steep  tliem  together  for  a  night,  and 
then  drain  out  the  whey  forufe. 
Whey,  thus  impregnated  with 
the  virtues  of  the  damalli  rofe,  ope- 
rates very  gently  by  Jlcol,   and  for 
this  purpofe  is  held  by  fome  in 
great  efteem.    Its  action  may  be 
qiiickened,  and  its  tafte  rendered 
more  agreeable,  by  the  addition  of 
a  fuitable  proponion  of  cryftals  of 
tartar. 

Serum  sinapeos. 
Mujlard  ivhey. 

Talte  of 

?.Iuftard    feed,    bruifed,  three 
fpoonfuls ; 

Cows  miik,  two  pints. 
Set  the  milk  over  the  fire  to  boil, 

and  add  to  it  the  muftard  feed  ; 

that  a   curd   may  be  formed, 

from  which  the  whey  is  to  be 

carefully  feparattd. 

This  is  not  an  ii!ele?,ant  form  for 

tb«  exhibition  of  muftard  feed  ;  its 

pungency,  and  medicinal  virtues 

^l>«nding  thereon,  being  in  great 

meafure  communicated  to  the 
whey. 


SERUM  ALUMINOSUM. 

Jllum  ivhey. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Cows  milk,  one  pint; 

Alum,  in  powder,  two  drams. 
Boil  them  till  the  milk  be  curdled, 

and  then  carefully  feparate  the 

whey. 

This  medicine  is  a  ftrong,  though 
not  very  grateful,  aflritigent.  It  is 
given  in  immoderate  uterine  fluxesy 
and  fometimes  in  the  diabetes,  in 
which  laft  intention  it  is  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Mead.  The  dofe 
is  a  quarter  of  a  pint  three  or  four 
times  a  day.  It  has  been  recom- 
mended alfo  in  inlerniittent  fevetSy 
the  quantity  above  prefcribed  to 
be  taken  before  the  approach  of  a 
fit,  divided  into  different  dofes: 
but,  in  this  diforder,  great  caution 
is  requillte  in  the  ufe  of  fo  ftrona- 
an  aftringent. 

SERUM  SCORBUTICUM. 
Scorbutjc  ichey, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Cows  milk,  one  pint  ; 
Scorbutic  juices,  a  quarter  of  a 
pint. 

Boil  them  till  the  milk  is  curdled, 
and  then  carefully  feparate  the 
whey. 
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This  whey  may  be  ufed  as  com-  ought  to  be  taken  every  day,  if  anf 
men  drink  in  fcorbiitic  cnfes  :  the  confiderable  etFed  beexpefted  from 
quantity  above  direfted,  at  lea  ft,  it. 


SECT.  III. 


Vinegars. 


VINEGAR  extracts  the  virtues 
of  feveral  medicinal  fubftances 
in  tolerable  perfeftioii ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  its  acidity  makes  a  nota- 
ble alteration  in  them,  or  fuperadds 
virtue  of  a  different  kind ;  and 
fience  it  is  more  rarely  employed 
ill  this  intention,  than  purely  aque- 
ous or  fpirituous  menftrua.  Some 
dnigs,  however,  Vinegar,  for  par- 
ticular piirpofes,  excellently  affifts, 
or  coincides  with,  as  fquills,  gar- 
lick,  ammoniacum,  and  others  : 
and,  in  many  cafes  where  this  acid 
is  itfelf  principally  depended  on,  it 
may  be  advantageoufly  impregnat- 
ed with  the  flavour  of  certain  ve- 
getables; moft  of  the  odoriferous 
flowers  impart  to  it  their  fragrance, 
together  with  a  fine  purplifli  or 
red  colour  ;  violets,  for  inftance,  if 
frefli  parcels  of  them  be  infufed  in 
vinegar  in  the  cold  for  a  little 
time,  communicate  to  the  liquor  a 
pleafant  flavour,  and  deep  purplifli 
red  colour.  Vinegar,  like  other 
acids,  added  to  watery  infufions  or 
decoftions,  generally  precipitates  a 
part  of  what  the  water  had  dil- 
iblved. 

ACETUM  COLCHICI. 
Vinegar  of    colchicum^    or  mea- 
doiu-faffron. 

Take  of 

The  recent  root  of  colchicum, 
cut  into  flices,  one  ounce  ; 

"Vinegar,- one  pound. 
Macerate  with  »  gentle  heat  for 


two  days ;  th^en,  after  flight  ex- 
preflion,  flrain. 

This  is  feldom  kept  in  the  fliops, 
and  only  prepared  in  common  for 
forming  the  fynip  or  oxymel  which 
bear  its  name ;  though  we  fhould 
fuppofe  that  in  this  form  it  might 
b^  employed  with  advantage. 
ACETUiM  ROSACEUM. 
Vinegar  of  Rofes. 

Take  of 

Red  rofes.dried,  one  pound  ; 

Strong  vinegar,  one  gallon. 
Expofe  them  to  the  fun  in  a  clofc 

veflel,  for  forty  days;  and  then 

flrain  oflr  the  liquor. 

This  is  fcarce  otherwife  made 
ufe  of  than  for  embrocating  the' 
head  and  temples  in  fome  kinds  of 
head-ach,  &c.  in  which  it  has  now 
and  then  been  of  fervice, — It  has 
alfo  been, ufed  in  certain  cafes  of 
ophthalmia  ;  but,  in  general,  it  re- 
quires dilution  before  applicatioa 
to  that  delicate  organ. 

ACETUM  SCILL^.  * 
Vinegar  of  fquills, 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Frefli-dried  fquills,  one  pound; 

Vinegar,  fix  pints ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  half  a  pint. 
Macerate  the  fquills  in  the  vinegar 

with  a  gentle  heat,  in  a  glafs  vef- 

fel,  for  four  and  twenty  hours  ; 

prefs  out  the  liquor,  and  fet  it 

by  till  the  feces  have  fubfided  ; 

tlien  pour  it  oflT,  and  add  fpirit. 


Chap.  HI. 


Finrgars. 


It  Ihoukl  feem  moft  convenient 
to  avid  the  fpirit  before  the  vinegar 
is  decanted ;  for  by  thefe  means, 
the  purification  is  accelerated  and 
rendered  more  perfevSt ,  and  the  li- 
quor prevented  from  growing  foul 
a  lecond  time,  which  it  is  apt  to  do 
upon  the  uifufion  of  the  fpirit,  howr 
evcF  carefully  it  may  have  been  de- 
purated before. 

Edinh. 

Take  of 

The  root  of  dried  fquills,  two 
ounces ; 

Diftilled  vinegar,  two  pounds 

and  a  half; 
Redlified  fpirit  of  winej  three 

ounces. 

■Macerate  the  fquills  with  the  vine- 
gar eight  days,  and  exprefs  the 
vinegar,  to  which  add  the  fpirit; 
and  when  the  feces  are  fublidedj 
pour  off  the  liquor. 
Vinegar  of  fquills  is  a  medi- 
cine of  great  antiquity.    We  find 
ill  a  treatife  attributed  to  Galena 
an  account  of  its  preparation^  and 
of  many  particular  virtues  then 
afcribed  to  it.    It  is  a  very  powerful 
Jiimulant,  aperient^  and  attcnuant  of 
tenacious  juices :  and  hence  is  fre- 
qrtcnriy  rrfed-,  with  fiiccefs,  in  dif 
srJtrs  of  the  brcaji  occafoned  by  a 
load  of  thick  vifcid  phlegm  ;  iar  pro- 
moting  urine  in  hydropic  cafes,  &c. 
The  dofe  of  this  medicine  is  from 
iram  to  half  an  ounce  :  .where  cru- 
Iss  alound  in  the  firjl  paffages,  it 
ay  be  given  at  firft  in  a  larger 
tiofe,  to  evacuate  them  by  vomit, 
it  is  moft  conveniently  exhibited 
along   with   cinnamon   or  other 
^eeable  aromatic  waters,  which 
prevent  the  naufea  it  would  other- 
wife,  even  in  fmall  dofes,  be  apt  to 
•ccafion. 

ACETOM  PROFHYLACTICCM. 

Pi  ophylaclic  vinegar, 
Paris, 

Take  of 

frefh  tops  of  com.Tion  worm- 
wood. 


Roman  wormwood, 
Rofcmary, 
Sage, 
Mint,  . 

Rue — each  one  ounce  and  a  half ; 
Lavender  flowei.;,   dried,  two 

ounces ; 
Garlick, 

Calamus  aromaticus^ 

Cinnamon, 

Cloves, 

Nutmegs— €ach  two  drams ; 
Strong  vinegar,  eight  pints. 

Digefl:  them,  by  the  lieat  of  the 
fun  or  a  fand-bath,  in  a  matrafs 
clofely  ftopt,  for  twelve  days; 
then  itrongly  prefs  out  and  ftrain 

,  the  liquor ;  and  having  after- 
wards filtered  it,  add  half  an 
ounce  of  camphor  dilTolved  in 
fpirit  of  wine. 

This  compofition  is  defigned,  as 
its  title  expreifes,  for  an  antipefli- 
lential.  It  is  faid  that  during  the 
plague  at  Marfeilles  four  perfons, 
by  the.  ufe  of  this  prefervative,  at- 
tended, unhurt,  multitudes  of  thofe 
who  wei'e  infefled  ;  that  under 
colour  of  thofe  fervices  they  rob- 
bed both  the  fick  and  the  dead  ; 
and  that  one  of  them  being  after- 
ward's  apprehended,  faved  himfelf 
from  the  gallows  by  difcoyering 
the  remedy.  The  preparation  is 
hence'  called  Vinaigre  des  qtiatre 
voleurs,  the  vinegar  of  the  four 
thieves.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  vinegar  umpregnated  with  an- 
tifeptic  vegetables,  will  comribute 
greatly  to  prevent  the  effeils  of 
contagious  air. 

The  following  will  anfvver  all 
the  purpofes  of  this  compofition,. 
and  is  much  more  elegant. 

ACETUM  AROMATICUM. 
yJiomdtic  vinegar. 
Take  the  tops  of  rofeinary. 

Leaves  of  fage, — of  each  four 
ounces; 

Flowers  of  laveiader,  two  ouacesj 
Cloves,  t^vo  drams; 
Vinegar,  eight  pounds. 
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Macerate  for  four  hours,  exprefs 
the  liquor,  and  ftrain  it. 
ACETUM  THERIACALE. 

Treacle-vinegar . 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Edinburgh  theriaca,  defcribed 
hereafter  among  the  eleduaries, 
one  pound  ; 

Strong  vinegar,  four  pints. 
Digeft  them  together,  in  a  very 

gentle  heat  for  three  days  ;  and 

then  ftrain  out  the  vinegar  for  ufe. 

This  medicine  has  been  greatly 
celebrated  in  acute  and  contagious 
difeafes,  as  a  fudorific  and  alexi- 
phartpic.  Some  have  chofen  to 
employ  the  vinegar  as  a  vehicle, 
rather  than  as  a  menftruum,  for  the 
theriaca  ;  in  either  cafe,  it  is  in- 
difputably,  for  fundry  purpofes,  an 
iifeful  addition.  To  half  an  ounce 
by  meafure  of  the  compofition 
here  prefcribed,  there  goes  fome- 
what  more  than  half  a  grain  of 
opium  ;  though  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  medicine  has  all  the  effeft 
which  mi^ht  be  expefted  from  that 
article. 


ACETUM  LITHARGYRITIS. 

Vinegar  of  litharge. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Litharge,  triturated,  halfapound; 
Strong  vinegar,  two  pounds, 
Digeft  them  together,  frequently 
■    Itirring  the  mixture  with  a  wood- 
en rod,  till  the  colour  of  blue 
be  not  changed  by  the  vinegar ; 
preferve  for  ufe  the  clear  liquor 
which  is  above  the  fediment. 
This  liquor  is  of  the  fame  nature 
with  folutions  of  Ccrujfa  acetata^  of 
which  hereafter.    It  is  only  ufed 
externally,  as  a  cofmetic,  againft 
cutaneou;s  eruptions,  rednefs,  in- 
flammations, &;c.    But  even  here 
it  is  thought  to  be  not  void  of  dan- 
ger; and  it  has  been  alleged  that 
there  are  examples  of  its  continued 
ufe  having  occafioued  fundry  ill 
confequences.    Of  this,  however, 
there  feems  to  be  much  doubt ;  as 
the  London  college  have  received 
a    fimilar  compofition,  differing 
only  in  the  proportions^  into  their 
Pharmacopoeia, 


SECT.  IV. 

Medicated  Wines. 


THE  original  intention  of  me- 
dicated wines  was,  that  me- 
dicines, which  were  to  be  conti- 
nued for  a  length  of  time,_  might 
be.  taken  in  the  moft  familiar  and 
agreeable  form  ;  by  thefe  means,  a 
courfe  of  remedies  was  complied 
with,  notwithflanding  the  repug- 
nance and  averfion  which  the  fick 
often  manifeft  to  thofe  diieftly 
furniflied  from  the  fliops :  and 
hence  the  inferior  fort  of  people 
Had  their  medicated  ales.  Nevcr- 


thelcfs,  as  Vinous  liquors  excel- 
lently extract  the  virtues  of  feveral 
fimples,  and  are  not  ill  fitted  for 
keeping,  they  have  been  employed 
as  officinal  menftrua  alfo,  and  fub- 
Ifances  of  the  greateft  efficacy  are 
trufted  in  this  form.  As  com- 
pounds of  water  and  inflammable 
fpirit,  they  take  up  fuch  parts  of 
vegetables  and  animals  as  are  folu- 
ble  in  thofe  liquors ;  though  moft 
of  them  abound  at  the  fame  time 
with  a  mucilaginous  or  vifcous 
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/Fines. 


vegetable 
enables 


fubQance,  which  renders  them  lefs 
cfFeftual  menftrua  than  purer  mix- 
tures of  water  and  fpirit.  They 
contain   likewife  a  fubtile  acid, 
•which  fomewhat  further  obftrufts 
their  a<?llon  on  certain 
and  animal  matters,  but 
them,  in  proportion  to  its  quantity, 
to  dillolve  fome  bodies  of  the  me- 
tallic kind,  and  thus  impregnate 
themfelves  with  the  corroborating 
virtues  of  fteel,  the  alterative  and 
emetic  powers  of  antimony,  and  the 
noxious  qualities  of  lead. 
To  all  the  medicated  wines,  after 
thev  have  been  (trained,  you  may 
add  about  one-twentieth  of  their 
quantity  of  proof  fpirit,  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  fermentation. 
They  may  be  conveniently  kept 
in  the  fame  kind  of  glafs  bottles 
thai   W'ines   generally  are  for 
common  ufes,  which  fliould  like- 
wife  be  corked  with  the  fame  care. 
VINUM  ALOES. 
ffirie  of  aloes. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  eight  ounces  ; 
White  canella,  two  ounces; 
Spanifh  white  wine,  fix  pints  ; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 

Powder  the  aloes  and  canella  fe- 
parately ;  mix  them,  and  pour 
on  the  wine  ;  digeft  for  fourteen 
days,  now  and  then  fhaking 
them  ;  and  afterwards  ftrain.  It 
will  be  proper  to  mix  a  little 
clean  white  fand  with  the  pow- 
der, to  prevent  the  moiftened 
aloes  from  fticking  together. 
VINUM  ALOETICUM  ; 

vulgo 

TINCTURA  SACRA. 
Alcetlc  luine,  or  Sacred  tinflure. 
Earn. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  one  ounce  j 

LefTer  cardamom  feeds, 

Ginger,— each  one  dram  ; 

Spanifli  white  wine,  two  pounds. 
XJigeft  for  feven  days,  ftirring  it 


now  and  then  ;  afterwards  ftrain. 

Both  thefe  have  been  long  iu 
ufe,  not  only  as  cathartics  for 
.cleanfing  the  prints  vue  in  dofes, 
from  fix  drams  to  an  ounce  and  ad 
half,  or  more,  in  languid  phleg- 
matic habits;  but  for  ftimulating' 
the  folids,  warming  the  habit,  pro- 
moting the  catamenia  and  haemor- 
rhoidal  flux  ;  and  by  giving  them 
in  fmall  dofes  at  proper  intervals, 
they  produce  excellent  effefls  as 
alterants  ;  proving  at  length  pur- 
gative, and  relieving  coftivenefs 
for  a  longer  continuance  than  any 
other  medicine. 

VINUM  AMARUM, 
Jive 

GENTIANS  COMPOSITUM. 

Bitter  luine. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Gentian  root,  half  an  ounce ; 

Peruvian  bark,  one  ounce  ; 

Seville  orange-peel,  dried,  two 
drams ; 

Canella  alba,  one  dram  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  four  ounces ; 

Spanifli  white  wine,  two  pounds 
and  a  half. 
Firft  pour  on  the  fpirit,  and  after 

twenty-four  hours  add  the  wine; 

then  macerate  for  three  days, 

and  ftrain. 

This  is  a  very  ufeful  and  elegant 
ftomachic  medicine,  as  the  wine  is 
fully  capable  of  extra61ing  all  the 
virtues  of  the  different  ingredients. 
VINUM  ANTIMONIALE, 
Antimonial  Wine. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Vitrified  antimony,  powdered, 

one  ounce ; 
Spanifli  white  wine,  a  pint  and 

a  half. 

Digeft  for  twelve  days,  frequently 
ftraining  the  wine  through  paper. 
Ed'mb. 

Take  of 

Glafs  of  antimony,  powdered, 
one  ounce ; 
X  % 
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Spanidi    white    wine,  fifteen 
ounces. 

Macerate  for  three  days,  ftirring 
them  now  and  then  ;  and  after- 
wards ftrain  the  liquor  through 
paper. 

However  carefully  the  fettling 
and  decantation  be  performed,  the 
filtration  of  the  wine  through  pa- 
per appears  to  be  neceffarj,  left 
fome  of  the  finer  parts  of  the  glafs 
fliould  chance  to  rejnain  fufpended 
in  fubflance.  It  is  not  here,  as  in 
moft  other  wines  and  tiniftures, 
where  the  matter  left  undiffolvecl  by 
the  menflruum  is  of  'little  confe- 
quence  :  the  antimonial  glafs,  after 
the  action  of  the  wine,  continijes  as 
virulent  as  ever,  and  capable  of  im- 
pregnating frefli  parcels  of  the  li- 
quor as  ftrongly  as  the  firft,  and. 
this,  in  appearance,  inexhauftibly  ; 
yet,  after  thirty  repeated  infufiops, 
it  has  been  found  fcarce  fenfibly  di- 
miniflied  in  weight. 

The  antimjonial  wine  poire;fles 
the  wholfe'  virtues  of  that  mineral, 
and  may  be  fo  dofed  and  managed, 
as  to  perform  all  that  can  be  ef- 
fefted  by  any  antimonial  prepara-. 
tion:  with  this  advantage,  that,  as 
the  active  part  of  the  antimony  is 
here  already  diflblved  and  rendered 
mifcible  withtheanimal  fluids,  itso- 
peration  is  more  certain.  Given 
from  ten  to  fifty  of  fix  ty  drops,  itafts 
gen erally  as  an  alter attn;e'^n<^  diaphore- 
tic; in  larger  dofes,«Jrt^/«nf//Vand  ca- 
thartic :  whilft  three  or  four  drams 
prove. for  the  moft  part  'viohmly 
emetic.  It  has  been  chitHy  iifed.in 
thislall  intention,  in  feme  jnaniacal 
and  dpopkaic  cafes :  and  hence  gain- 
ed the  name  of  emetic  wine. 
"  VINUM  ANTIMONII 
,  TARTARISATI. 
Wine  of  tai  iarifcd  ajitimny. 
Lend. 

Take. of  ; 

Tartarifed  antimony,  two  fcra- 

ples ; 

Boiling     diftilled     water,  two 
ounces  by  meafure; 


Spanifli  white  wine,  eight  ounces. 
DilTolve  the  tartarifed  antimony  in 
boiling  water,  and  then  add  the 
wine. 

Here.appears  a  very  confiderable 
difference  in  the  proportion  of  the 
active  ingredients  in  each  of  thefe 
laft  compofitions.  In  that  of  the 
London  college,  each  ounce  of  the 
menftruum  contains  four  grains. 
Of  the  Edinburgh,  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  the  menftruum  only  two. 
Hence  this  fliould,  in  prefcribing, 
be  attended  to;  for  one  ounce  of 
the  Edinburgh  wine  may  be  em- 
ployed for  procuring  full  vomiting, 
whilft  the  fame  quantity  of  theLon-_ 
don  would  be  much  too  powerful, 
and  might  produce  unpleafant  ef- 
fefts. 

The  vinum  anlitnonii^  and  the  "ji- 
nitm  ai/tljiionii  lartai  ijiiti,  arc  often 
fubftituted  one  for  the'  other;  but 
the  latter  will,  in  many  very  com- 
mon cafes  of  extemporaneous  pre- 
fcription,  be  derompofed,  where 
the  firft  would  not  be  liable  to  an^yr 
fuch  objeflion. 

*VINUM  E  TARTARO  AN-» 
TIMONIALI. 
Emetic  tartar-imne. 

Edhil.  I 
This  is  made  by  diflblving  twen^ 
four  grains  of  emetic  tartar  in  one 
pound  of  white  wine. 

VINUxM  FERRI. 
Stcel-iviiie. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Iron  filings,  four  ounces; 

Spanifli  white  wine,  four  pint?. 
Macerate  without  heat  for  a  month, 

frequently  fliaking  it ;  and  ftrain  :.• 
or 

Take  of 

Iron  filings,  three  ounces; 

Cochineal,  half  a  dram  ; 
Rl  enifl\  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  them  together  for  twenty 
days,  frequently  fl>aking the •^'ef-  . 
ft- 1 ;   and  then  pafs    ttie  wine^ 
through  a  filter. 

Both  thefe  wines  are  fufficicntly 
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eletrant  ones.  Rhenlfli  is  an  excel - 
Jeiit  menrttiuim  for  fteel^  and  dif- 
folvfsa  conliderable  quantity  of  it  ; 
and  the  cochineal  imparts  a  fine  co- 
lour. 

Steel  wine  is  a  very  ufeful  pre- 
paration of  this  metal,  and  fre- 
quently exhibited  in  chlorotlc  and 
ox^ix ind  I'pi'fitionf  where  chalybeates 
are  proper.  Boerhaave  recommends 
it  as  one  of  the  nobleft  medicines 
he  was  acquainted  with,  for  pro- 
moting that  power  in  the  body  by 
■which  blood  is  made,  when  weak- 
ened by  a  bare  debility  of  the  over- 
relaxed  folids,  and  an  indolent, 
cold,  aqueous  indifpofition  of  the 
juices :  for  in  this  cafe,  fays  he,  no 
virtue  of  any  vegetable  or  anim-il 
fubftance,  no  diet  nor  regimen  can 
effeft  that  which  is  effedled  by 
iron :  but  //  fro-vcs  buitj'ul,  ivhcre 
:  vital  powers  are  (il'-cady  foo  Jli  oag, 
whether  this  proceed  from  the  fin- 
ids  or  the  folids.  The  dofeis  from  a 
dram  to  half  an  ounce  ;  which  may 
be  repeated  two  or  threetimes  a  day. 

Some  di.-eft  folutions  of  iron, 
made  in  wine  or  other  vegetable 
acids,  to  be  evaporated  to  the  con- 
fiftence'of  an  extratft,  under  the 
title  of  ExTRACTUM  Martis. 
Thefe  preparations  have  no  advan- 
tage, in  point  of  virtue,  above  the 
common  chalybestts  ;  thouT;h  in 
fome  forms,  that</f  pills  in  particu- 
lar, they  may  be  rather  more  com- 
T.odionny  exhibited,  than  moft  of 

e  officinal  chalvbeates  of  equal 
efficacy.  They  may  be  made  into 
pills  by  themfelves,  and  are  tena- 
cious enough  to  reduce  other  fub- 
ftances  into  that  form. 

VJNUM  IPECACLTAXH^.  * 
PVinc  of  ipecacuanha. 
LiOnd. 

Tske  of 

'   vicuanha,  bruifed,  two  ounces  ; 
'  ;  lifh  white  wine,  two  pints. 
Macerate  without  heat,  and  ftrain. 
TIN'CTURA  IPECACU- 
AM-IyE. 
linHure  of  ipecacuanha. 


Edinl. 

1^1  kc  of 

Ipecacuanha    in   powder,  one 
ounce ; 

Spanilli    white    wine,  fifteen 
ounces. 

After  three  days'  digeftion,  let  the 
tincture  be  filtered  for  ufe. 
Both  thefe  wines  are  very  mild 
and  fafe  emetics,  and  equally  fer- 
viceable,  in  dyfnitcrics  alfo,  with 
the  ipecacuanha  in  fubflaiice  ;  this 
root  yielding  nearly  all  its  virtues 
both  to  the  Spanifli  white  wine 
here  ordered,  as  it  does  a  good 
ftare  of  them  even  to  aqueous  li- 
quors. The  cw«wo«  dufe  is  an  ounce., 
'fnorc  or  Irfs,  according  to  the  age 
and  ftrength  of  thejpatient.  The 
college  of  Edinburgh  added  former- 
ly a  fcruple  of  cochineal,  which 
imparts  a  fine  red  colour  to  the  li- 
quor. This  article  is  now  omitted, 
on  a  complaint,  that  tlie  red  colour 
of  the'  matters  evacuated  foine- 
times  alarmed  the  patient,  as  if  it 
proceeded  from  a  difcharge  of 
blood. 

VINUM  VIPERINUM. 
Viper  ii'ine. 
Land. 

Take  of 

^.•ry  vipers,  two  ounces; 

Mountain,  three  pints. 
Macerate  with  a  gentle  heat  for  a 

week,   and  then  ftrain  oS  the 

wine. 

It  has  been  difputed,  whether 
live  or  dry  vipers  are  pi-eferable  for 
making  this  medicine.  Such  as  are  ^ 
moderately  and  newly  dried,  are 
perhaps  the  mod  eligible,  fince  by 
exliccation  they  feem  to  lofe  only 
their  phlegmatic  or  aqueous  parts. 
Whether  they  communicate  to  the 
wine,  either  when  tifed  frefti  or 
dry,  fo  much  virtue  as  they  are 
fuppofed  to  do,  is  greatly  to  be 
doubted.  Some  compolitions  un- 
der this  name  have  been  highly  ce- 
lebrated, as  reflorativts  in  debilities 
and  decays  of  conjlitution  ;  but  what 
virtues  of  this  kind  they  polleficd, 
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werefiipplied  chiefly  from  other  in- 
gredients. 
VINUM  MILLEPEDARUM.* 

M'^itie  of  millepedes. 
Edinl. 

Take  of 

'  Live  millepedes,   bruifed,  two 
ounces ; 
Rhenifli  wine,  one  pound. 
Infufe  them  together  for  feven  days, 
and  afterwards  prefs  the  liquor 
through  a  drainer. 
This  wine  has  been  commended 
as  an  admirable  clcanfer  of  all  the 
"vijlera,  yielding  to  nothing  in  the 
jaundice,,  and  obftruHions  of  the  kid- 
neys or  urinary  pajfagcs,  of  excellent 
fervice  in  almojl  all  chronical  difcm- 
fers,  even  in  fcrophulpus  and  ilru- 
mous  fwellings,  and  in  defluxions 
of  rheum  upon  the  eyes.  But  thofe 
who  expefted  thefe  extraordinary 
virtues  from  it,'  have  often  been 
deceived ;  and,  at  prefent,  there 
are  few  who  have  any  great  depen- 
dence on  it.    It  is  direfted  to  be 
given  from  half  an  ounce  to  two 
ounces.  ' 

VINUM  CEPHALICUM. 
Cephalic  wine. 

Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  four  ounces ; 

Virginian  fnake-root,  one  ounde ; 

Rofeniavy  tops,  half  an  ounce; 

French  white  wine,  fix  pints. 
Dlgeft  them  together  for  three  days, 

and  then  filter  the  tinfture. 

This  preparation  promifes  to  be 
a  medicine  of  confiderable  utility 
as  a  cephalic,  that  is,  in  diforders 
of  the  nervous  Jyf  cm,  wherein  the 
membranes  of  the  brain  are  often 
principally  affefted,  as  in  ver/igi/ious, 
epileptic,  and  paralytic  complaitns. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  though  fome  of  the  di- 
ftilled  waters,  to  be  treated  of 
hereafter,  receive  many  fupernu- 
tnerary  ingredients,  without  any 
confiderable  injury  to  the  produce  ; 
yet  in  medicines'  prepared  by  in- 
fiifions  it  is  far  otherwife.  For 
there,  ingredients,  which  give  no* 


thing  over,  do  little  harm  :  but  as 
all  thofe  commonly  employed  in 
infufions  communicate  fomething 
to  the  menftruum ;  fo,  if  fuper- 
fluous  ones  be  admitted,  they  load 
the  liquor  with  an  ufelefs  matter, 
and  occupy  in  it  the  place  that 
ought  to  be  poflefied  by  the  more 
efficacious. 

VINUM  CEPHALICUM 
PURGANS. 
Purgiig  cephalic  wine. 
This  is  made  by  adding  to  the 
foregoing,  of 
Senna,,  two  ounces ; 
Black  hellebore  roots,  one  ounce ; 
French  white  wine,  two  pints. 
Purgatives  are  often  very  necef- 
fary  additions  to  medicines  of  the 
foregoing  clafs.    Thofe  here  made 
choice  of  are  well  adapted  to  the 
purpofe,  and  in  fuch  quantity  as  to 
make  the  wine  gently  laxative  in 
dofes  of  two  ounces. 

VINUM  RHABARBARL 
If^i/ie  of  rhubarb. 
L.ond. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  diced,  two  ounces  and 
a  half; 

Lefier  cardamom  feeds,  bruifed, 

half  an  ounce; 
Saffron,  two  drams  ; 
Spanifli  white  wine,  two  pints; 
Prooffpiritnf  wine,  eight  ounces. 
Macerate  without  heat  for  ten  days, 
and  then  fl:rain. 

VINUM  RHEI. 
]'f^ine  of  Rhubarb. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  two  ounces; 
Canella  alba,  one  dram; 
Proof  fpirir,  two  ounces; 
Spanifli    white    wine,  fifteen 
ounces.. 

Macerate    for    feven  days,  and 
drain. 

Either  of  thefe  is  a  warm,  cor- 
dial, laxative  medicine  ^  ufed  chiefs 
ly  in  'Mcakncfs  of  the  flomath  and 
bowels,  and  fome  kinds  of  lonjcncffrs, 
for  evacuating  the  offctiding  matter^ 
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.  and  Jlren^thenln^  the  tone  of  the  vif- 
?era.  They  may  be  given  from  half 
a  Ipoonful  to  three  or  four  fpoon- 
fiils,  or  more,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  diforder,  and  the 
purpofes  they  are  intended  to  an- 
fwer. 

SVINUM  AD  STOMACHICOS. 
Stomachic  tvinet 
Kdinb. 

Take  of 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Gentian  rtoot — each  one  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  two 

ounces; 
Curaflao  oranges,  one  ounce  ; 
Iron  filings  (to  be  tied  up  in  a 

bag) three  ounces ; 
Spanifli  white   wine,   one  gal- 
lon. 

Digeft  for  the  fpace  of  three  days, 

and  then  filter  the  tinfture. 
This  tinfture  may  likcwife  be  made 
without  the  iron. 
This  wine  is  a  very  efficacious 
medicine  in  weaknefs  of  the  Ito- 
mach  and  chylopoietic  organs,  and 
in  a  lax  flaccid  ftate  of  the  vifcera 
in  general. 

VINUM  NICOTIAN/E. 
l^obacco-vjine. 

Take  of 

Dried  leaves  of  the  beft  Virginia 
tobacco,  one  ounce ; 

Spanifli  white  wine,  one  pound. 
Macerate  for  four  days,  and  then 

ftrain. 

The  prefent  formula  feems  to  be 
the  beft  mode  for  adminiftering  the 
5acco  internally ;  for  it  extrafts 
Mve  parts  of  the 
■  wattr,  or  fpirit, 
1  iie  dofe  is  fimilar  to 
when  infufed  in  either 
ve  menflrua.    See  Mat. 
jyled.  Art.  Njcoti  an  A. 

VINUM  SCILLiE. 
Squill  ivine. 

Tr-.ke  of 

JJricd  fquilis  fliced,  one  ounce  ; 
Ginger,  one  dfaroj 


,  French  white  wine,  two  pounds. 
INIaceratc  for  three  days,  and  then 
ftrain. 

As  the  active  properties  of  the 
fquill  are  fully  extracted  by  the 
wine,  and  a  cordial  virtue  joined 
with  it  by  the  additionof  the  ginger, 
which  is  a  good  correftor,  and,  by 
preventing  its  immediate  aftion  on 
the  primae  viae,  affift  in  determin- 
ing it  more  freely  to  the  kidneys, 
or  other  excretory  organs,  where 
it  is  more  wanted  to  exert  its 
power. 

VINUM  OPII ; 
formerly 
TINCTURA  THEBAICA. 
Wine  of  opium. 

Take  of 

Strained  opium,  two  ounces  ; 
Cinnamon, 

Cloves, — each  one  dram  ; 
Spanifli  white  wine,  one  pint. 
Macerate  without  heat  for  at  week, 
and    then    filter   the  tinfture 
through  paper. 

This  is  the  liquid  laudanum 
of  Sydenham,  with  the  exchange 
of  Canary  wine  for  Mountain,  and 
the  omilfion  of  an  ounce  of  faf- 
fron  ;  and  was  the  tiniiura  thebaica^ 
or  liquid  laudanum,  of  the  old. 
London  Pharmacopoeia.  The  aro- 
matics  in  the  form  above  are  in  fo 
fmall  quantity,  that  the  prefcriber 
can  fcarce  expeft  any  confiderable 
efFeft  from  them,  the  proportion  of 
each  that  goes  to  a  grain  of  opium, 
amounting  to  no  more  than  the  fix- 
teenth  part  of  a  grain.  Even  thefe 
minute  proportions,  however,  are 
in  good  meafure  fufficient  to  take 
off  tiie  ill  odour  of.  the  opium, 
which  feems  to  be  ali  'that  ii  intend- 
ed by  them.  \ 

The  principal  advantages  of  ex- 
hibiting opium  in  this  form  are, 
that  by  being  already  dilTolved  it 
exerts  itfelf  the  fooner  in  the 
body  ;  and  that  by  fome  perfons, 
liquids  are  more  commodioufly 
taken,  than  a  bolus  or  pill.  The 
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common  dofes  of  Uie  tinaure  arc 

tT  T  '^'"^'  ^"J"''-y^  fif'y^  "'ore. 
according  to  the.  exigencies  of  the 

cale.  It  were  to  be  wiflied  that  the 
tloie  could  be  more  exadlv  afcer- 
tained,  by  weight  or  meafure;  a? 
tlie  drops  may,  according  to  dif- 
ferent circumftances,  vary  in  quan- 
tity, though  in  number  ihe  fame  • 
and  as  an  error  therein  may,  in 
fome  cafes,  be  of  mifchievous  con- 
fequence.    t-.iH'nty  diops  cnntaiv^  at 
a  meduivi,  about  one  gr-ain  of  opium, 
or  rather  fo  much  as  that  quantity 
of  wine  willextraa  from  one  grain  ; 
for  the  liquor  does  not  dilfolve  the 
whole  fiiblhnce  of  the  opium,  nor 
IS  the  folution  equivalent,  in  its  ef- 
fed-,  to  the  full  quantity  pf  opium 
employed  in  it. 

A  liquid  opiate,  free  from  the  in- 
coiiveniences  here  complained  of, 
AviU  be  defcribed  under  the  head  of 
Spirituous  Tindures. 

Vi  NUM  AROMATICUM. 
Aromatic  wine. 

Take  of 
Cloves, 

Ginger,— each  half  an  ounce 5 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs, — each  one  ounce; 
,  SpaniQi  white  wine,  fix  pints. 
Beat  the  fpices  into  a  coarfe  pow- 
.  der,  and  fteep  them  in  the  wine 
for  fome  days;  then  pafs  the  li- 
quor lilirougli  a  ftrainer. 
This  wine  is  a  veijy  high  cordial, 
and  greatly  commended  for  ivarm- 
itiglhe  habit  and  Jirciothenin^  the 
nervous  Jyji em.    It  is  fo  hot  of  the 
fpices  as  to  rt-quire  being  diluted  for 
ufe,  and  to  be  taken  only  in  fmall 
quantities  at  n  Mixed  with  a 

i.Ltlelemfv  .i' large  p,-o- 

1"^'  iiiuK,  il  fiirms  a  flrhjeint . 

'V^  -         I  '.I'^'iy  ia  ioiv  fevers. 

ViNUM  ANTIgCOHEUTICUM. 

.     A'r  ine. 
Take  of  . 
Leaves  of  Buckbean, 

Water-creffes, 
Erookliiv.e, 


?art  in. 


Dittandcr, 
Scurvy.grafs, 
>ck,by-the.hedge. 
Roots  of  horferadifh,-each  one 
ounce ; 

Florence  orris,  two  drams; 
Spanifli  white  wine,  half  a  gal- 
Ion.  ° 

The  herbs  and  roots,  all  f re fh  ga- 
thered and  cut  fmail,  are  to  be 
fteeped  m  the  wine,  i„  avcflel: 
very  clofely  ftopt,  for  twenty- 
four  hours  ;  after  which  the  wine 
IS  to  be  filtered  for  ufe. 
This  compofition  is  not  ill  con- 
trived for  anfu-ering  the  purpofe 
expreffed  by  us  title  ;  though  fome 
ot  the  ingredients  are  not  unex- 
ceptionable.  An  ounce  of  the  her- 
baceous brooklime  is  altogether  in^ 
fignificant  in  half  a  gallon  of  an 
infufion  of  fuch  powerful  materi- 
al!, j  and  it  may  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  frefli  orris  root  communi- 
cate any  of  its  virtues  to  the  li- 
quor.  The  roots  of  the  Florentine 
as  well  as  of  the  common  orris, 
raifed  in  our  gardens,  are,  while 
freih,  ftrong  purgatives  j  but  their 
purgative  matter  is   fo  little  dif- 
pofed  to  folution  in  watery  men- 
ftnia,  that  it  feparates  from  the  ex- 
prefled  juices  and  fetries  to  the  bot- 
tom.   In  drying  they  change  their 
nature  j  and  the  Florentine  fpecies, 
in  a  dry  ftate,  might  be  an  ufeful 
addition  for  grving  an  agreeablei 
flavour  to  the  wine.    The  flavour 
which  this  root  communicates  to 
vinous  liquors,  greatly  refemble^ 
that  of  rafpberries. 

ViNUM  SCORBUTICUM. 

Scorkutic  nv... . 
Take  of/  '  , 

Garden  fcurvy-grafj,  c 
ful ; 

Horferadifli  root,   fcraneJ,  hait" 

an  ounce  j 
Winter's  hark,  two  drams  ; 
Spanifli  white  wine,  two  pints. 
Let  them  ftcep  together  in  the  cold 
for  three 'days.  • 
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This  wine  is  fo-  far  impregimted 
with  the  virtues  of  the  jngreilieiits, 
as  to  do MaajidtraLle  Icrvice  in  fco)bu- 
tic  httliits.  It  is  ul'ed  chiefly  in  tlie 
ipring.  In  the  quantity  oi  a  com- 
mon wine-glal's,  tyq  or  three  times 
a  day.  Though  far  more  fimple 
than  the  preceding,  'it  is  not  per- 
^ps  leis  efficacious. 

VlNUM  SCORiJUTICUM 
MuNTINGII. 

Muiitin^ius's  fcorhutic  "xinc. 
Take  of 

Tlie  roots  of  the  greater  water- 
dock,-  fix  ounces  j 
Gentian  root, 
Liquorice, 
Cinnamon, 
j3!ack  pepper, 
3^Iace, — each  three  ounces  j 
Saffron,  two  ounces ; 
MoiHitain  wine,  fixteen  pints  ; 
Strong  vinegar,  four  pints  '; 
Yolks  of  three  frefli  eggs. 
Reduce;,  the  roots  and  fpices  intcra 
■  grofs  powder,  and  pour  on  them 
the  wine,  vinegar,  and  yolks  of 
eggs.  Digeft  the  whole  in  a  clofe 
vefiel,  with  a  gentle  warmth,  for 
thr'e^daysj  and  then  llrain  out 
the  fiquor  for  ufe. 
The  author  of  this  compofition 
recornmends  it  as  a  medicine  of  in- 
"illible  efficacy  againft  inveterate 
ufvieiy  and  all  kinds  of  fcorhutic 
'>mplait,ts,  particularly  fuch  as  are 
not  accompaiiied  nvith  a  fever  or  in- 
lamniarioji  :  even  palfcs,  and  the 
.?nrreal  Inei,  he  fays,  have  yielded 
■  )  it.    The  dofc  is  from  three  to  fix 
unces,  to  betaken  in  the  morning 
an  empty  ftomach,  and  conti- 
i:ed  for  loiirteen  or  twenty  days, 
r  longer:  fome  quantity  of  it  is 
iikewife  to  be  mixed  with  the  pa- 
tient's common  drink,  which  he 
fiirecVs  to  be  either  good  Rhenirti 
wine,  or  found  malt  liquors  not 
too  new.    If  the  patient  complains 
of  heat,  drynefs,  a  violent  cough, 
or  w  iicre  there  r.rc  any  fymptoms  of 
a  coiif  jmptioii,  the  Lifitk  pepper  is 


ordered  to  be  omitted,  and  the  li- 
quorice increafed  in  its  rnom  to  fix 
ounces. 

A  compofitioii  ditFrring  from  the 
above  only  in  the  omifFion  of  vine- 
gar, and  employing  fpirit  of  wine 
lor  the  menftruum,  is  faid  to  have  , 
come  into  efieem  at  P  aris,  (igainji 

VlNl'M  FEBRiFUGUM._ 

Febrifuge  wine., 
Paris. 

Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  two 

ounces ; 
Rough  red  wine,  two  pints, 
Pigeft  them  together  in  a  circula- 
tory vefiel,  with  a  moderate  heat, 
for  forty-eight  hours,  occafion-r 
ally  fliaking  the  veflel  :  then  fuf- 
fer  the  whole  to  cool,  and  pafs 
the  wine  through  a  ftrainer. 
This  is  the  preparation  of  bark 
made  ufe  of  by  fir  Robert  Tabor 
or  Talbot  (an  EngUfli  gentleman 
refiding  in  France)  who  was  one 
of  the  firfl  that  retrieved  the  cba- 
radler  of  the  medicine  itfelf,  at  the 
time-  that  fome  ill  confequences 
following  its  imprudent  ufe  had 
brought  it  into  difefteem.  He  kept 
this  preparation  a  fecret,  till  Lewis 
XIV.  purchafed  it  for  a  confider- 
able  fum,  and  communicated  it  to 
the  public.  It  was  not  however 
the  preparation,  but  a  proper  me- 
thod of  managing  the  medicine, 
upon  which  the  fuccefs  of  his  prac- 
tice depended.  It  appears  from  ex- 
perience, that  this  wine  is  lefs  cer- 
tain in  the  cure  of  agues,  than  the 
bark  given  in  fubflance  5  nor  is  it 
equal,  in  this  intention,  for  gene- 
ral ufe,  to  the  watery  infufion  ; 
the  wine  preventing  its  being  taken 
fo  freely  as  is  in  many  cafes  requi- 
fite.  It  neverthelefs  has  it  ufes, 
fn  t/jofe  intermittent  fenms  ivheff  a 
larj>c  quantity  of  the  lark  is  not  nc 
ccfmy  ;  and  is  particularly  f.  rvice-  / 
able  in  a  laxity  and deb  'ciity^f  the flo-  / 
mai:h  and  inlejlina. 
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ViNUM  GUAIACINUM. 

Gua'tacum  luine* 

Take  of 

Guaiacum  wood, 

Yellow     faunders,  —  each  two 

ounces ; 
Orange  peel,  dried, 
/Lefler  cardamom  feeds, each 
one  ounce ; 
Spanifli  white  wine,  one  gallon. 
Let  them  ftcep  together  for  a  week, 
and  then  ftrain  out  the  wine  for 
ufe. 

This  is  a  moderately  warm  and 
corroborating  wine.  It  is  ufed  in 
nervous  ivcaknejfes,  in  decays  of  con- 
ftitution  from  cold  pituitous  humours, 
and  proves  an  uiefnl  prefervative 
iigainjl  rheumatic  and  arthritic  com- 
flaitits.  Two  ounces,  of  an  ordi- 
nary wine  glafs,  may  be  taken  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  and  continued 
for  a  month  or  two. 


ViNUM  GVAIACINIJH  CUM 
HELLEBORO. 

Guaiacum  nuiue  ivith  helUbore. 
Take  of 

Guaiacum  wood, 

Black  hellebore  root, — each  two 

ounces ; 
LefTer  cardamom  feeds. 
Orange  peel,  dried, — each  one 

ounce } 

Spanifli  white  wine,  four  pints. 
Let  thefc  ingredients  fteep  together 

for  a  week  or  ^longer,  and  then 

ftrain  out  the  wine  for  ufe. 

From  the  warm  ftimulating,  de- 
obftruent  qualities  of  this  wine,  it 
may  be  ufed,  to  good  advantage, 
in  cold  phlegmatic  habits.,  where  the 
humours  ftagnate  in  the  remote  vef- 
fels,  and  where  there  is  a  difpojition 
to  gouty,  rheumatic,  6r  hydropic  dif- 
orders.  It  is  to  be  taken  chietly 
over  night,  in  fuch  fmall  dofes  at 
not  to  run  off  by  ftool. 


SECT.  V. 


Medicated  Ales. 


MEDICATED  ales  are  intend- 
ed as  diet-drinks  in  chroni- 
cal indifpofitions.  There  are  two 
ways  of  impregnating  malt-liquors 
with  the  virtues  of  medicinal  fub- 
ftances;  macerating  the  fubjeft  in 
the  liquor  after  the  fermentation  is 
completely  finiOied  ;  and  ferment- 
ing it  along  with  the  liquor,  or  at 
lead  adding  it  towards  the  end  of 
the  fermentation,  that,  by  the  refo- 
lutive  power  of  that  procefs,  its 
texture  may  be  opened,  and  its  me- 
dicinal parts  more  fully  extrafted. 
Neumann  obferves,  that  the  aftive 
powers  of  many  vegetables  are  not 
only  elTeaually  extrafted,  but  ex- 
tended as  it  were,  by  fermentation  : 
that  fo  much  pounded  nutmeg^  as 
will  lie  on  the  point  of  a  knife, 
gives  a  flavour  to  a  large  vat  of 


fermenting  ale  :  whereas,  when  the 
fermentation  is  finiflied,  the  quan- 
tity of  liquor  to  which  it  gives  a 
like  impregnation,  is  comparatively 
inconfiderable. 

Cerevisia  amara. 
Bitter  ale. 

Take  of 

Gentian  root. 

Lemon  peel,   frefli, — each  four 

ounces ; 
Long  pepper,  one  ounce ; 
Ale,  one  gallon. 
Let  them  fleep  together,  without 
heat. 

This  is  an  agreeable  bitter  flo- 
machic  ale,  much  fuperior  to  the 
common  purls,  or  any  of  the  com- 
pofitions  of  this  kind  in  the  extem- 
poraneous recipe  writers. 
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CeREVISIA  APER1EN3. 

jlperient  a!e- 

Take  of 

Muftard   feed,    unbruifed,  ten 

ounc-s  : 

Long  birthwort  root,  fix  ounces ; 
Leirer  centaury  tops,  two  ounces  ; 
Savin  tops,  one  ounce  ; 
New  fmall  ale,  ten  gallons. 
This  is  an  ufeful  aperient  diet- 
; drink,  in  cachetic  and  chlorotic  in- 
ttlifpojuions,  and  in  all  cafes  where 
obftruiftions  begin  to  form  in  the    Take  of 


ti^oi-u  foiTie  benefit  may  be  expeft- 
ed  from  this  liquor  ufcd  as  com« 
raon  drink. 

Cerevisia  diuretica. 
Diuretic  ale. 
Take  of  1. 
Muftard -feed,  whole, 
Juniper    berries,— each  eight 
ounces ; 

Wild  carrot  feeds,  three  ounces  j 
Common  wormwood.two  ounces; 
New  fmall  ale,  ten  gallons, 
z. 


■  vifcera.  It  is  to  be  taken  to  the 
.quantity  of  half  a  pint  at  a  time, 
.twice  a  day. 

Cerevisia  Butleri. 
Dr.  Butlers  ale. 

'  Take  of 
Betony, 

Sage, 

Agrimony, 

Garden  fcurvy-grafs, 

Roman  wormwood,— each  three 

handfuls  ; 
Elecampane  roots. 


Broom-tops, 
Muftard -feed,  —  each  fixteen 

ounces  ; 
Flower-de-luce  roots, 
Sharp-pointed  dock  roots,-r-each 

twelve  ounces  ; 
Winter's  bark, 
Elder  bark. 
Wild  carrot  feeds, 
Juniper    berries,  —  each  tw» 

pounds; 
New  ale,  twelve  gallons. 
In  hydropic  cafes,   and  corpulent 


Horferadifti  roots, — each    four  fcorbutic  habits,  thefe  aperient  and 

diuretic  liquors  are  very  ufeful 
diet-drinks.  Half  a  pint  of  eitlier 
may  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a 
day. 

Cerevisia  ad  scorbuticos. 
Scorbutic  ale. 


ounces  ; 
New  ale,  four  gallons. 
The  herbs  and  roots  are  to  be  put 
in  a  bag,  and  hung  in  the  ale 
while  it  works. 

This  liquor  has  fo  far  obtained 


among  the  common  people,  as  to    Take  of 


have  been  frequently  made  and 
fold  in  public  houfes.  It  is  ufed  in 
the  fpring,  for  purifying  the  blood, 
and  preventing  fcorbutic  diforders. 
Cerevisia  cephax.ica. 
Cephalic  ate. 

Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  ten  ounces; 

Muftard-feed,  whole,  fix  ounces  ; 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  two  ounces; 

Rokmary,  or  fage,  three  ounces; 

New  fmall  ale,  ten  gallons. 

The  ingredients  of  this  compo- 
fition  are  ail  of  the  warm  and  fti- 
ir.ulating  kind  ;  and  confuquently 
rend  to  invigorate  the  ticrvous  fyjlcvi, 
and  promote  the  circulation  of  the 
Jluids,    In  paljiesy  epilepfics,  and  ver- 


Horferadifti   root,    frefli,  one 
pound; 

Sharp-pointed  dock  roots,  half 
a  pound : 

Canella  alba,  two  ounces  j 

Buckbean   leaves,   frefli,  eight 
ounces:  or  dried,  three  ounces; 

New"  fmall  ale,  ten  gallons. 

In  fcorbutic  diforders.^  and  ifnpuri- 
ties  of  the  blood  and  juices,  this  li- 
quor, ufed  as  common  drink,  ge- 
nerally does  fervice.  All  the  in- 
gredients are  very  effeflual  for  the 
intention,  and  well  fuited  to  the 
form.  If  the  ftiarp-pointed  dock 
roots  were  exchanged  for  thofe  of 
the  great  water  dock,  the  .compo- 
fition  would  be  ftill  inore powerful. 
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SECT.  VI. 


Spirituous 

RECTIFIED  SPIRIT  OF  WINE 
is  ike  tiire^l  nienjlruum  of  the 
Vfjins  and  (Jjftntial  oils  of  vegetables  ; 
and  totally  extrafts  thel'e  aftive 
principles  from  fiindry  vegetable 
matters,  which  yield  them  to  water 
either  not  at  all,  or  only  in  part,  /t 
diffolves  likeivife  the  fivcet  faccbarine 
matter  of  vegetables  ;  and,  generally, 
thofe  parts  of  animal  bodies  in  tchich 
their  peculiar  fniells  and  tafles  refcic. 

The  virtues  of  many  vegetables 
are  extraft'ed  almojl  equally  by  -water 
and  nSlifi-ed  fpirit ;  but  in  the  wa- 
tery and  fpirituoiis  tinfturfes  of 
them  there  is  this  difference,  that 
the  aftive  parts,  in  the  watery  ex- 
traftions,  are  blended  with  a  large 
proport-ion  of  inert  gummy  matter, 
on  which  their  folubility  in;  this 
menftruiim  in  great  meafure  de- 
pends, while  rectified  fpirit  extra£ls 
them  almoft  pure  from  gum. 
Hence,  when  the  fpirituous  tinc- 
tures are  mixed  with  watery  liquors, 
a  part  of  what  the  fpirit  had  taken 
■up  from  the  fubjeft  generally  fepa- 
rates  and  iiibfides,  on  account  of 
its  having  been  freed  from  that 
matter  which,  being  blended  with 
it  in  the  original  vegetable,  made  it 
foUible  in  water.  This,  however,  is 
not  univerfal ;  for  the  adive  parts 
of  fome  vegetables,  wheii  extraded 
by  refitificd  fpirit,  are  not  precipi- 
tated by  water,  being  almoft  equal- 
ly dilTo'luble  in  both  menftrua. 

Re6tified  fpirit  may  be  tinged  by 
vegetables  of  all  colours,  except 
blue.  The  leaves  of  plants  in  ge- 
neral,  which  give  out  but  little  of 
their  natural  colour  to  watery  li- 
<]uors,  commvinicate  to  fpirit  the 
wiiole  of  their  green  tinfture,  which 
for  ihe  moft  part  proves  elegant, 
though  not  very  durable. 


Tinctures. 

Fixt  alkaline  falts  deepen  the  colour 
of  fpirituous  tiuflures ;  and  hence 
have  been  fuppofed  to  promote  the 
dilTolving  power  of  the  meuftruum, 
though  this  does  not  appear  from 
experience  :  in  the  trials  that  have 
been  made  to  determine  this  affair, 
no  more  was  found  to  be  taken 
up  in  the  deep-coloured  tindures, 
than  in  the  paler  ones,  and  ofren 
not  fo  much  ;  if  the  alkali  be  added 
after  the  extraflion  of  the  tinfture, 
it  will  heighten  the  colour  as  much 
as  when  mixed  with  the  ingredients 
at  firflr.  Nor  is  the  addition  of 
thefe  falts,  in  making  tinctures, 
ufelefs  only,  but  likewife  prejudi- 
cial, as  they,  in  general,  injure  the 
flavour  of  aromatics,  and  luperadd 
a  quality  fometimes  contrary,  to 
the  intention  of  the  medicine.  Vo- 
latile alkaline  falts,  in  many  cafes, 
promote  the  aftion  of  the  fpirit. 
Acids  generally  weaken  it  ;  unlefs 
when  the  acid  has  been  previoufly 
combined  with  the  vinous  fpirit  in 
to  a  compound  of  new  qualities, 
called  dulcified  fpirit. 

TINCTURA  ALOES, 
1  in.-.ure  of  aloes. 
,  Lomi. 

Take  of 

Soc'otorine  aloes,  powdered,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Extraft  of  liquorice,  one  ounce 

and  a  half  j 
Diftilied  water, 
I'roof  fpirit,  —  of  each  eight 

ounces  by  mealure. 
Digcft    in'  a  fand-bath,  occafi- 
onally  fliaking  the  velTel,  until 
the  "extrad  is  diffolvcd  ;  then 
ft  rain. 

Where  the  aloes  is  wiflied  to  be 
exhibited  alone  in  a  fluid  ftate,  this 
formula  is  one  of  the  bcft ;  as  the 
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extract  of  liquorice  does  no  more 
tiiai)  pronK)te  the  fulpenfiou  of  the 
aloe,  vind  covers  in  Ibme  degree 
the  diCaaireeable  tafte  of  the  aloes. 
TliVCtURA  ALOES  COMl'O- 
SITA; 
formerly 
ELIXIR  ALOES. 
Compound  tiniPire  of  aloes. 
Lone!. 

Take  of 

Socf>torine  aloes,  '  ■ 

Saffron, —  of  each  three  ounces ; 
Tinftiire  of  myrrh,  two  pints. 
Dieelt  for  eight  davs,  and  ftrain. 
TIXCTURA  GENTIANiE 
COMFOSITA  ; 
formerly 
TINCTURA  AMARA. 
Compound  tiniiure  of -gentian. 
Land.  Edinb. 

T^ake  of 

Gentian  root,  fliced  and  bruifed, 

two  ounces ; 
Exterior  peel  of  Seville  orange, 

dried,  one  ounce  ; 
LeiTer  cardamom  feeds,  bruifed, 

half  an-ounce ; 
Proor  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Di;4eft  for  eight  days,  and  ftrain. 
This  is  a  very  eltrg;ant  foiritiious 
itter.    As  the  preparation  is  de- 
:  ;2ned  for  keeping,  lemon-peel,  sn 
xellent  ingredient  in  the  waiery 
itter  infufions,  has,  on  account 
cfthe  perilhablenefs  of  its  flavour, 
no  place  in  tjiis.    The  cardamom 
fetdi  are  here  a  very  commodious 
ii.gredienr,  as  in  this  fpirituous 
menftruum  thev  are  free  from  the 
::conveiiience  with  which  thev  are 
_  trended  in  other  liquors,  of  ren- 
ering  them  untranfparent.  The 
j  h  Pharmacopceia  has  a 

(.        .    Ain  fimilfir  in  intention  to 
this,  undtr  the  title  of 
ELIXIR  STOMACHICUM. 

tjtumachic  elixir. 
Edinb. 

Tzkz  of 

Gcntiao  root,  two  ounces ; 


Tiu^ures.  31^ 

CurafTao  oranges,  one  ounce  ; 

Virginian    fnakeroot,   half  an 
ounce ; 

Cochineal,  half  a  dram; 

French  brandy,  two  pints. 
Let  tliem  fteep  for  three  days,  and 

then  filter  the  elixir. 

This  elixir  differs  from  that  of 
former  editions,  in  the  fubftitiition. 
of  CurafFao  oranges  to  frefti  orange 
peel,  and  in  the  addition  of  half 
an  ounce  of  Virginian  fnakeroot. 
The  firft  is  a  grateful  aromatic 
bitter,  and  the  latter  fuperadds  a 
degree  of  pungency  coinciding 
with  the  intention.  Both  this  and 
the  preceding  compofition  are  veiy^ 
'vfcfid  fiomnchic  bitters. 

TINCTURA  CINNAMOMI 
COMPOSITA ; 
formerly 

TLNCTURA  AROMATICA. 
Compound  tinSlure  of  cinnamott. 
Loud. 

T;ike  of 

-   Cinnamon,  fix  drams  ; 

Leffer    cardamom   feeds,  thretf 

drams ; 
Long  pepper, 

Ginger, — each  two  drams  ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft,  for  eight  days,  and  then 

flrainoff  the  tinfture. 

This  is  a  very  warm  aromatic, - 
too  much  fo  to  be  given  without  , 
dilution.    A  tea-fpoonTul  or  two' ■ 
may  be  taken  in  wine^  or  any  other 
convenient   vehicle,    in  languors, 
iveaknefs  of  the  jlamaelt,  Jiattdendcs., 
and  fimilar  coinplaints.     The  ilO- 
machic  tini5lure  defcrib^d  hereaf- 
ter, is  fimilar  in  intention  to  ihis^ 
but  contrived  lefs  hot  of  thefpices,' 
that  it  may  be  taken  bv  itfelf. 
TINCTURA  AROMATICA. 
Aromatic  tiuBtire, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,  fix-drams  ;  ■ 
Lefler    cardamom    feeds;  one 
ounce  i 
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Garden    angelica   root,  three 

drams  ; 
Long  pepper,  two  drams  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pounds  and  a 
.  half. 

Macerate  feven  days,  and  filter. 

This  preparation  is  a  fufficiently 
elegant  warm  aromatic  ;  and  may 
be  taken  with  the  lame  intention, 
and  in  fimilar  dofes,  with  the  for- 
mer, 

TINCTURA  AURANTII 
CORTICIS. 
Tinilure  of  orange-peel, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

The  frefh  exterior  peel  of  Seville 
oranges,  three  ounces  ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  for  three  days,  and  ftrain. 

In  this  tiufture  both  the  bitt  e 
part  and  elfential  oil  of  the  peel  are 
extraited,  fo  fully  as  to  be  capable 
of  anfwering  any  medicinal  pur- 
pofe  for  which  the  peel  itfelf  or 
other  preparations  may  be  employ- 
ed ;  for  which  fee  Mat.  Med.  ar- 
ticle   AURANTIORUM  HlSPALEN- 

siUM  Cortex,  &c. 
TINCTURA  BALSAMI  PERU- 
VIANI. 
7'itiHure  of  balfam  of  Pei  u, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Balfam  of  Peru,  four  ounces  by 
weight ; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  one 
pint; 

Digeft  until  the  balfam  is  dif- 
lolved. 

As  the  fpirit  diflblves  the  whole  of 
the  balfam  and  frees  it  from  its  im- 
purities, this  may  be  therefore  con- 
fidered  as  a  formula  well  adapted 
to  ^xhibit  internally,  and  fupply  to 
the  habit  the  medicinal  powers  of 
the  balfam  in  their  full  force;  for 
which  fee  Mat.  Med.  article  Bal- 

SAMUM  PeRUVIANUM., 

TINCTURA  BALSAMICA. 
Baljamic  UnHurCt 


Take  of 

Balfam  of  Copaiba,  one  ouii' 
and  a  half; 

Balfnm  of  Peru,  half  an  ounc 

Enjilifli  faffron,  one  dram  ; 

Re6tifit;d  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Digeft  thefe  ingredients  together, 

in  a  fand  heat,  for  three  days ; 

and  then  pafs  the  tinfture  through 

a  ftrainer. 

This  tinfture  is  an  excellent  bal- 
famic,  both  for  internal  and  ex- 
ternal purpofes.  It  is  ufually  given 
in  dofes  of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty 
drops,  in  the  fiuor  albus^  gleets^  ca- 
chexies^ fome  kinds  of  afthmas,  and 
nephritic  complaints,  iox  Jlrcngthcning 
the  tone  of  the  vifcera,  and  corrobp. 
rating  the  nervous  fyjiem  in  general. 
Some  caution  is  requifite  in  the  ufe 
of  thefe  refinous  warm  medicines  : 
in  cold,  languid,  phlegmatic  habits, 
they  have  for  the  moft  part  good 
effects  ;  but  in  bilious  and  pletho- 
ric conftitutions,  where  there  is 
any  tendency  to  inflammation  or 
immoderate  heat,  they  arc  mani- 
feftly  prejudicial,  and  raife  or  con- 
tinue febrile  fymptoms. 
TINCTURA  CANTHARIDIS. 
Tindure  of  cantharis. 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Canthai-is,  bruifed,  two  drams; 

Cochineal,  half  a  dram  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Digeft  for  eight  days,  and  ftrain, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Cantharides,  one  dram  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  one  pound. 
Digeft  four  days,  and  filter. 

Thefe  tin£tures  pofiefs  the  whole 
virtues  of  the  fly,  and  are  the  only 
preparations  ot  it  defigned  for  in  • 
ternal  ufe ;  tinctures  being  by  far 
the  moft  commodious  and  fafe  form 
for  the  exhibition  of  this  aftive 
drug.  If  any  additional  f'lbftances 
fliould  be  thought  requifite  for  pro- 
moting the  efFeS  of  the  cantharides, 
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whether  as  a  diuretic^  as  a  Jetfrgent 
in  uUiratUns  of  the  urhimy  pajjagesy 
or  as  a  rtrJirtHgeitt  in  diabetes,  femi- 
nal  fleets,  and  the  fluor  albus,  they 
are  more  advantageoiifly  joined  ex- 
temporaneoufly  to  the  tinfture,  or 
interpofed  by  themfelves  at  proper 
intervals.  For  the  medicinal  powers 
of  cantharides,  fee  Mat.  Med.  ar- 
ticle Cantharides  ;  where  they 
are  more  fully  detailed. 

The  ufual  dofe  of  thefe  tinftures 
is  from  ten  to  twenty  drops,  which 
may  be  taken  in  a  glafs  of  watdr, 
or  any  other  more  agreeable  liquor, 
twice  a  day  ;  and  increafed  by  two 
or  three  drops  at  a  time,  according 
to  the  efFeifl ;  or  till  fome  flight  de- 
gree of  ftrangurv  is  perceived. 
TINCTURA'CARDAMpMI. 
Tinfiure  of  cardamoms.' 
Lorid. 

Take  of 

Lefler  cardamom  feeds,  bruifed, 
three  ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
.Digeft  for  eight  days,  and  ftrain. 

In  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia, 

ounces  of  the  feeds  ditt  prefcribed 
to  t^o  founds  and  a  half  of  fpirit ; 
which  conftitutes  the  difference  be- 
twixt the  two. 

Tinfture  of  cardamoms  has  been 
in  ufe  for  a  confiderable  time.  It 
is  a  pleafant,  warm  cordial,  and 
may  be  taken,  along  with  any  pro- 
per vehicle,  from  a  dram  to  a 
fpoonful  or  two. 
TINCTURA  CASCARILLiE. 
Tinciure  of  cafcarilla. 
Takjeof 

The    bark  of  cafcarilla,  four 
ounces  ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  tsvo. pints. 
Digeft    with  a  gentle   heat  for 
eight  days,  and  ftrain. 

The  proof  fpitit  of  wine  fo  fully 
extrafts  the  adive  powers  of  the 
cafcarilla,  that  this  tincture  may  be 
employed  to  anfwer  moft  of  the 
purpofes  for  which  the  bark  is  re- 
coiamendtd.   But  it  requirci  to  be 
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exhibited  in  fubftance,  when  given 
in  intcrmitrents.  Its  virtues  are 
enumerated  under  the  article 
EtEUTHERiiE  CORTEX,  in  the 
Mat.  Med. 

TINCTURA  CASTOREI. 

Tin^ure  of  caflor. 
Land, 

Take  of 
Ruflia  caftor,  powdered,  two 
ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  for  ten  days,  and  ftrain. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 
Ruffia  caftor,  one  ounce  and  a 
half; 

Reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  one 
pound. 

Digeft  them  with  a  gentle  heat  for 

lix  days,  and  ftrain. 

It  has  been  difputed,  whether  a 
weak  or  rectified  fpirit,  and  cold  or 
warm  digeftion,  be  preferable  for 
making  this  tinfture.  To  deter- 
mine this  point,  the  following  ex- 
periment has  been  brought.  "  Some 
"  fine  Siberia  caftor  having  been 
"  infufed  in  good  French  brandy, 
"  without  heat,  ior  twenty  days, 
"  the  tinilure  proved  very  weak  : 
*'  on  the  fame  individual  caftor 
'*  (the  magma  or  refiduum  of  the 
"  former  tinfture)  the  fame  quan- 
"  tity  of  rectified  fpirit  was  poured, 
*'  as  before  of  brandy  ;  and  after  a 
"  few  hours'  warm  digeftion,  a 
"  tindure  was  extratled  much 
"  ftronger  than  the  other."  But 
this  experiment  is  not  fatisfaftory  ; 
the  effefts  of  the  two  menftrua,  and 
of  heat,  having  been  refpeitively 
compared  in  very  different  circum- 
ftances.  From  the  trials  which  I 
have  made,  it  appears,  that  caftor, 
macerated  without  heat,  gives  out 
its  finer  and  moft  grateful  parts  to 
either  fpirit,  more  perfeftly  to  t]^e 
rectified  ;  that  heat  enables  both 
menftrua  to  extract  the  greateft  part 
of  its  groffer  and  more  naufeous 
matter;  and  that  proof  fpirit  ex- 
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trafts  this  lafl:  more  readily  thaii 
reftified. 

The  tinftiire  of  caftor  is  recom- 
meiided  in  mo/i  kinds  «/"  Jiervoia  com- 
flaints^  and  hyjicric  cU'forders  :  in  the 
latter  it  fometimes  does  fervice, 
though  many  have  complained  of 
its  proving  ineffeftual.  The  dofe 
is  from  twenty  drops  to  forty,  fifty, 
or  more.  See  Castoreum  Iii  Mat. 
Med. 

TINCTURA  CASTOREI 
COMPOSITA. 

CompQHiid  ttnBure  of  cajlor, 
Admb. 

Take  of 

lluffia  caftor,  one  ounce; 

Afafcetida,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Virions  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 
one  pound. 
Digefl  for  fix  days  in  a  clofe-flopt 

phial,  frequently  fliaking  the  vel- 

fel  ;  and  then  ftrain  the  tindure. 

This  compofition  is  a  medicine 
of  real  efficacy,  partif^ularly  in  hy- 
Jii-rical  difordcrs^  and  th^  Jcveral 
Jympfoms  vohich  accompany  tJiem.  The 
volatile  oiiy  fpirit  is  an  excellent 
menftruum  both  for  tlie  callor  and 
the  afafcetida,  and  greatly  adds  to 
their  virtues. 

TINCTURA  CTNNAMOMI. 

Tinclvrc  of  cinnatnon. 
Lo7id. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,   bruifed,  one  ounce' 
and  a  half ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pin(t^ 
Digefl  for  ten  days,  and  ftrain. 

The  prefcription  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia,  is  exaftly 
the  fame. 

The  tinfture  of  cinnamon  pof- 
felTes  the  reftriagent  vii'tues  of  the 
cinnamon,  as  well  as  its  aroma- 
tic cordial  ones;  and,  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  it  differs  from  the  diftilled 
waters  of  the  fpice. 
TINCTURA  CINCHONi£; 
formerly 

TINCTURA   CORTICIS  PE- 
RUVJANI  SIMPLEX. 


Tmaure  of  Peruvian  lark. 
Land, 

Take  of 

Cinchona,  powdered,  fi;{  ounces  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  tw  o  pints. 
Digeft  with  a  gentle  heat,  for  eight 
^ilays,  and  ftrain. 

A  medicine  of  this  kind  has 
been  for  a  long  time  pretty  much 
in  cfleem,  and  ufually  kept  in.  the 
flio])s,  though  but  lately  received 
into  the  difpcnfatory.  Some  have 
employed  highly-reftificd  fpirit  of 
wine  as  a  menftrnum;  which  thev 
have  taken  care  fully  to  faturaie, 
by  digeftion  on  a  large  quantity  of 
the  bark.  Others  have  thought  to 
aflift  the  aftion  of  the  fpirit,  by  the 
addition  of  a  little  fixt  alkaline  fait, 
which  do^s,  not,  however,  appear 
to  be  of  any  advantage  ;  and  others 
have  given  the  preference  to  the 
vitriolic  acid,  which  was  fnppofed, 
by  giving  a  greater  confidence  to 
the  fpirit,  to  enable  it  to  fuftain 
more  than  it  would  be  capable  of 
doing  by  itfelf ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  acid  improves  the  medi- 
cine, by  increafing  the  roughnefs 
of  the  bark.  This  laft  tinclure, 
and  that  made  with  rectified  fpirit, 
have  their  ndvnntages ;  thougli  for 
general  ufe  tlie  above-direiftcd  is 
tiie  moft  convenient  of  any.  the 
|)roof  fpirit  extrading  nearly  all  tiic 
virtues  of  the  bark.  It  may  lie 
given  from  a  tea-fpoo«ful  to  half 
an  onnce,  or  an  ounce,  according- 
to  the  different  purpofes  it  is  in- 
tended to  anfwer.    See  Pkruvi- 

ANUS  CORTEX. 

TINCTURA  CTNCH^N^ 
AMMONIATA  ; 
formerly 

TINCTURA   CtRTlCIS  PE- 
RUVIAN! VOLATILIS. 
Ammoniaied  tinCfure  cf  Peruvian  bat  I. 

Take  of 
Cinchona,  powdered,  four  ounces ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia^ 
two  pints. 
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Digea,  in  a  vellcl  clofe  flopt,  for 

ten  davs,  ami  itraiii. 

This  tinftiire  is  but  (lightly  im- 
pregnated with  the  virtues  of  the 
bark ;  and  is  fo  acrimonious,  that 
the  largcrt  dolV,  which  can  with 
fjfety  be  given  of  it,  can  contain 
only  a  very  fniall  quantity  of  the 
fiibjeA.  The  medicine  neveithe- 
lefs  has  its  lifes,  and  may  be  fer- 
viceable  in  feme  cafes  where  the 
ftronger  are  improper,  as  in  tUffuulty 
of  breathing,  oh  fir  mH  ions,  and  oppri-f- 
Jions  of  the  breaji.  Stronger  tinc- 
tures of  this  kind  may  be  obtained 
by  means  of  dulcified  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac,  or  the  fpirit  prepared 
with  quicklime.  All  the  three  may 
be  employed  wliere  a  large  quan- 
tity of  bark  is  not  required,  as  at 
the  clofe  of  the  cure  of  intermit  tents.,  in 
-xeaknefs  of  Higejlion,  attended  with 
a  cold  fenfation  at  the  ftomach,  and 
fome  fuxcs,  particularly  thofe  from 
the  uterus,  where  the  circulation  is 
languid,  the  fibres  relaxed,  and 
where  there  is  a  periodical  return 
of  flight  feverifli  complaints.  In 
thefe  cafes,  I  have  often  experi- 
enced falutary  efFefts  from  a  tinc- 
ture in  dulcified  fpirit  of  fal  am- 
moniac, given  to  the  quantity  of 
a  tea  fpooniul  five  or  fix  times  a 
dav,  in  any  appropriated  vehicles. 
tiNCtURA  CINCHONA 
COMPOSITA. 
Compound  tinHure  of  Peruvian  bark, 
Lond.  , 

Take  of 

Cinchona  powdered,  two  ounces; 
Exterior  peel  of  Seville  orange, 

dried,  one  ounce  and  a  halt; 
Virginian    ferpentary,  bruifed, 

three  drams  ; 
SaflFror.),  one  dram  ; 
Cochineal,  powdered,  two  fcni- 

ples  ; 

Proof  fpirit   of  wine,  twenty 
ounces  by  mcafure. 
Djgeft  for  fourteen  day?,  and  ftrain. 
This  medicine  bore  the  name  of 


HuxHAM  as  ita  inventor  ;  and  is 
given  as  a  corroborant  and  flo- 
machic,  in  dofes  of  a  few  drams, 
pafticularly  to  thofe  recovering  af- 
ter long  fevers,  and  alfo  in  fome 
cafes  where  patients  cannot  bear 
the  bark  in  ful)llance, 
TINCTURA    CORTICIS  PE- 

RUVIANI  COM?. 
Compound  tincture  of  Peruvian  bark. 
E.dinb. 

Tak  of 

Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  three 

ounces ; 
Virginian  fnakeroot. 
Gentian, — each  two  drams  ; 
French  brandy,  'two  pints. 
Let  them  fteep  together  for  three 
days,  and  afterwards  filter  the 
tinfture. 

The  fubftancfcs  here  joined  to 
the  bark,  in  many  cafes,  promote 
its  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  intermit- 
tents ;  and  not  unfrequently  kre 
abfolutely  neceflary.  In  fome  bad 
habits,  particularly  where  the  juices 
are  fluggifu  and  tenacious,  the  vif- 
cera  and  abdominal  glands  ob- 
ftr«<fled,  the  bark,  by  itfelf,  proves 
unfuccefsful,  if  not  injurious ; 
whilft,  given  in  conjunftion  with 
corroborant  ifomachics  and  deob- 
flruents,  it  rarely  fails  of  the  due 
effeft.  Gentian  and  Virginian 
fnakeroot  are  among  the  beft  ad- 
ditions  for  the  purpofe-;  to  which 
it  is  often  neceflary  to  join  chaly- 
beate medicines  alfo. 

TINCTURA  COLUMB^. 
Tin£lure  of  columba. 
hand. 

Take  of 

Columba,  powdered,  two  ounces 
and  an  half; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digefl:  for  eight  days,  and  ftraia. 

The  virtues  of  the  columbse  are 
poflefled  in  a  great  degree  by  this 
menftruum,  fo  as  to  render  it  a 
medicine  of  much  ctfe(ff ;  and  it  may 
be  depended  upon  where  the  root 
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IS  ufeful  :  but  the  root  itfelf  in 
powder  IS  more  eligible,  where  no 
circumlhnces  occur  to  prohibit  its 
exhibition.     See  Mat.  Med.  .4^. 

tide  CoLUMB>!-  RADIX. 

TJNCTURA  CROCI.  ' 
TiiiSlure  of  faffron. 

Take  of 

Englifli  faffron,  one  ounce  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  fifteen  ounces. 
Digeft  for  five  days,   and  flrain 

through  paper. 

This  medicine  derives  fcarce  any 
power  from  the  faffron,  which  has 
itfelf  fallen  meritedly  intodifrepute, 
(See  Crocus,  in  the- Mat.  Med.) 
The  tiiidure  therefore  can  be  kept 
only  for  a  coloui-ing  ingredient. 
TINCTURA  ASyEFCETIDyE. 
7  injure  of  afafcetida. 
Loiul. 

Take  of 

Afafcetida,  four  oiuices; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints: 
Digeft,  with  a  gentle  heat,  for  fix 

days,  and  ftrain. 

This  tinfture  pofTefles  the  vir- 
tues of  the  afafcetida  itfelf;  and 
may  be  given  from  ten  drops  to 
fifty  or  fixty,  or  more,  for  a  dofe. 

Inftead  of  the  reaified  fpirit  of 
loine,  the  Edinburgh  college  or- 
ders vinous  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 
and  the  digeftion  to  be  performed 
jn  a  clofe-fl)ut  veflel.  This  tinc- 
ture is  confidered  more  generally 
ufeful  than  the  other ;  as  the  vi- 
nous fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac  is  not 
only  a  more  powerful  menflnium 
than  the  rertified  fpirit,  but  aifo 
coincides  with  the  general  virtues 
of  the  afafcetida. 

TINCTURA  FULIGINIS. 
TinBure  of  foot. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Shining  wood-foot,  one  ounce  j 
A^afo^tida,  half  an  ounce; 
Redlified  fpirit  of  wine, 
Proof  fpirit — of  each  half  a  pound. 

Digeft  fix  days,  and  ftrain. 


Fuller,  in  his  Pharmacopoeia  Do- 
meftica,  has  a  medicine  under  the 
title  of  Hysteric  tincture,  fi. 
milar  to  this,  only  with  a  little 
myrrh,  which  is  no  very  material 
addition  to  afafa-tida  and  foot. 
This  medicine  is  found  ferviceable, 
not  only  in  hyfteric  cafes,  but  like- 
wife  in  other  nervous  diforders; 
and  may  be  given  from  a  tea- 
Ipoonful  to  a  common  fpoonful 
twice  a  day. 

TINCTURA  GUAIACI  AM- 
MONIATA; 

fonnerly 

TINCTURA  GUAIACINA 

VOLATILIS. 
Ammoniated  iinSlure  of  guaiacwtt' 
Land. 

Take  of 

The  gum-refin  guaiacum,  four 
ounces ; 

Compound  fpirit  of  ammoniac, 
a  pint  and  a  half. 
Digeft,  in  a  vefTel  clofe-ftopt,  for 
thrfee  days,  and  ftrain. 
This  is  a  very  elegant  and  effi- 
cacious tinfture  ;  the  volatile  fpirit 
excellently  difTolving  the  gum,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  promoting  its 
medicinal  virtue.      In  rheumatic 
cafes^  a  tea-fpoonful  taken  every 
morning  and  evening  in  any  con- 
venient vehicle,  has  proved  of  fin- 
gulai'  fervice. 

ELIXIR   GUAIACINUM  VO- 
LATILE. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Gum  guaiacum,  four  ounces ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  two  drams  ; 
Diftilled  oil  of  falTafras,  half  a 
dram ; 

Vinous  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniaq,  a 
pound  and  a  half.  ' 
Macerate  in  a  clofe  veflel  for  fix 
days,  and  ftrain. 
The  preference  has  been  given 
to  this  over  that  of  the  Londoa 
Pharmacopeia  ;  as  the  viiio^us  fpirit 
of  this  is  lefs  acrimonious-jjian  the 
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menftnium  of  the  other,  and  the 
addition  of  the  balfam  ot  Peru 
and  oil  of  falThfras  increafes  the 
permanence  of  its  operation  as  a 
general  ftinnulant,  and  makes  it  a 
more  powerfid  diaphoretic. 
TINCTURA  GALBANI. 
Tine: tire  of  gallianuin. 
Loml. 

Take  of 

Galbaaum,  cut  into  fmall  pieces, 
two  ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  with  a  gentle  heat  for  eight 

days,  and  ftrain. 

Galbanum  is  one  of  the  ftrong- 
e'ft  of  the  foetid  gums,  and  though 
lefs  adive,  it  is  much  lefs  difagree- 
able  than  the  afafcetida.  Hence 
this  tinfture  in  cures  of  hyfteria, 
flatulencies,    and    the  aflhmatic 
complaints  of  old  people,  may  be 
fuccefsfully   employed,   where  a 
foetid  antifpafmodic  is  immediately 
required  ;  and  where  patients  can- 
not bear  the  afafcetida,  this  may  be 
a  verv  proper  fuccedaneum. 
TliNCTURA  JALAPII. 
Ttnclure  of  jalap. 
Lmd. 

Take  of 

Jalap  root,     powdered,  eight 
ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeli,  with  a  gentle  heat,  for  eight 

days,  and  ftrain. 

This  tincture  is  an  ufeful  and 
mild  purgative,   the  menftruum 
here  employed  taking  up  fo  much 
of  the  gummy  parts,  as  correfts  the 
griping  quality  with  which  the  refin 
is  attended.  It  may  be  taken  by  it- 
feif  from  a  dram  to  half  an  ounce  ; 
or  mixed  in  fmaller  quantity  with 
cathartic  infuHons,  or  the  like. 
TINCTURA  JALAPP^. 
^    Unsure  cf  jalap. 
Ediiih. 

Take  of 

Jalap  root,  in  coarfe  powder^ 
three  ounces  j 
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Proof  fpirit,  fifteen  ounces. 
Digelt  for  eight  days,  and  ftrain. 

Reftified  fpirit  of  wine  was  for- 
merly ordered ''for  the  preparation 
of  this  tinfture  ;  bat  reftihed  fpi- 
rit, diflblving  little  more  than  the 
pure  refinous  parts  of  the  jalap, 
rendered  the  ufe  of  the  medicine 
fomewhat  lefs  commodious  thaa 
that  of  the  tindlure  prepared  with 
proof  fpirit.  Moft  of  the  tinftures 
made  in  redified  fpirit,  diluted 
with  water  fo  as  to  be  fit  for  taking, 
form  a  turbid  white  mixture  :  many 
of  them  are  fafely  taken  in  this 
form,  without  any  further  addition ; 
but  the  cathartic  ones  are  never  to 
be  ventured  on  without  an  admix- 
ture of  fyrup  or  mucilage  to  keep 
the  refin  united  with  the  liquor  ; 
for  if  it  feparates,  in  its  pure  undi- 
vided flate,  it  never  fails  to  pro- 
duce violent  gripes. 

Some  have  preferred  to  the  tinc- 
ture of  jalap  a  folution  in  fpirit  of 
wine  of  a  known  quantity  of  the 
refin  extracted  from  the  root ;  and 
obferve,  that  this  folution  is  more 
certain  in  firength  than  any  tinc- 
ture that  can  be  drawn  from  the 
root  direftly.  For,  as  the  purgative 
virtue  of  jalap  refides  in  its  refin, 
and  as  all  jalap  appears,  from  ex- 
periment, not  to  be  equally  refi-> 
notis,  fome  forts  yielding  five,  and 
others  not  three,  ounces  of  refin 
from  fixteen,  it  follows,  that,  al- 
though the  root  be  always  taken  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  the  men- 
ftruum, and  the  menftruum  always 
of  the  fame  ftrength,  it  m«y  never- 
thelefs,  according  to  the  degree  of 
goodnefs  of  the  jalap,  be  impreg- 
nated with  different  quantities  of 
refin,  and  confequently  prove  dif- 
ferent in  degree  of  efficacy.  Though 
this  objeftion  againft  the  tinfture 
does  not  reach  fo  far  as  fome  feem 
to  fuppofe,  it  certainly  behoves  the 
apothecary  to  be  careful  in  the 
choice  of  the  root.  The  inferior 
Y  z 
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forts  may  be  employed  for  mnking 
tht  nfitia  jalapii,  which  they  yield 
in  as  great  perfeftion,  though  not 
in  fo  large  quantity,  as  the  bell. 
Neumann  thinks  even  the  worm- 
eaten  jalap  as  good  for  that  purpofe 
as  any  other. 

TINCTURA  CATECHU; 

formerly 
TINCTURA  JAPONICA. 
TinSlnre  of  catechu. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Japan  earth,  three  Qimces  ; 

Cinnamon,  two  ounces; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
JDigefl:  for  three  days,  and  ftrain. 

To  the  fameingredientsthe  Edin- 
burgh college  orders  two  pounds 
and.  a  half  of  proof  fpirit.  - 

The  cinnamon  here  is  a  very  ufe- 
ful  jrddition  to  the  Japan  earth,  not 
only  as  it  waritis  the  ftomach,  &c. 
but  likewife  as  it  improves  tlie 
ronghnefs  and  afivingency  of  the 
other. 

TINCTURA  E  KINO.  ' 

TinSlurc  of  gum  kino. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Gum  kino,  two  ounces ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  pound  and  a 
half. 

Digeft  eight  days,  and  ftrain, 

Tliefe  tinftures  are  of  fervice 
in  all  kinds  of  defuxions,  catarrhs^ 
loofe?ieJfs^  uterine  fluors^  and  ftmilar 
(iifurders,  where  mild  aftringent 
medicines  are  indicated.  Two  or 
three  tea-fpoonfuls  may  be  taken 
every  now  and  then,  in  red  wine 
or  any  other  proper  vehicle.  This 
feems  to  be  one  of  the  bed  forms 
in  which  the  kino  can  be  exhibit- 
ed, in  obfti;  atd*  diarrhoeas,  and  in 
cafes  of  lienteria. 

TINCTURA  LACCiE. 
'  1in5lure  of  gum  lac. 
Eduib. 

Take  of 

Gum-lac,  powdered,  an  ounce ; 


Myrrh,  powdered,  three  drams ; 
Spirit  of  fcurvy-grafs,  a  pint  and 
a  half. 

Digeft  in  a  fand-hcat  for  fix  days  : 
after  which  ftrain  off  the  tin<5turel' 
This  tinif^^ure  is  piincipally  em- 
ployed for  flrengthenitig  the  gunis^ 
and  in  bleedings  and  fcorbutic  cxuU 
xerations  of  them  :  it  may  be  fitted 
for  ufe  in  thcfe  intentions,  by  mix- 
ing it  with  honey  of  rofcs,  or  the 
like.    Some  recommend  it  infer- 
nally agjhifl  fcorburic  complaints,  and 
as  a  corroborant  in  gleets,  female  luectk-, 
ncffes,  &c.  Its  warmth,  pungency, 
and  manifeflly  aftringent  bitterifti 
tafte,  point  out  its  virtues  in  thefe 
cafes  to  be  confiderable,  though 
common  practice,  among  us,  has 
not  vet  received  it. 
TINCTURA  FERRI  AMMO- 
NIACALIS. 
TiiiPture  of  animmiacal  iron. 
Take  of 

Ammoniacal  iron,  four  ounces  ; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Digeft,  and  ftrain. 
TINCTURAFERRI MURIATI; 
formerly 

TINCTURA  MARTIS  IN  SPI- 
RITU  SALIS. 
TiiiHure  of  muriated  iron. 
Take  of 

The  ruft  of  iron,  half  a  pound  ; 
Muriatic  acid,  three  pounds ; 
Redified  fpirit  of  wine,  three 
pints. 

Pour  the  mm'iatic  acid  upon  the 
ruft  of  iron,  in  a  glafs  vefTel, 
and  fliake  the  mixtui'e  occafion- 
ally  during  three  days  ;  fet  it  by, 
thatthe  foeculencies  may  fubfide  j 
then  pour  off  the  liquor;  evapo-- 
rate  to  a  pint ;  and  when  cold, 
add  the  fpirit. 

TINCTURA  FERRI. 
TinSlure  of  iron. 
Edin. 

Take  of 

Purified  fcales  of  iron,  powder- 
ed, three  ounces; 
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Muriatic  acid,  a  quantity  fnf- 
ficient  to  difrolve  the  powder. 
J)\geil  with  a  mild  hear,  and  add 

rt(flined  fpirit  of  wine  as  much 

as   will  make  the  whole  two 

pounds  and  a  half. 

All  the  tin(5lures  of  iron  are  no 
other  than  reaWolutions  ©f  the  me- 
tal made  in  acids,  aiid  combined 
with  vinous  fpirits.  The  three 
tind'ires,  here  direfted,  differ  from 
one  another  only  in  ftreagch,  the 
acid  being  the  fame  in  all :  the  firft 
is  t'.ie  weakcft,  and  tlie  fecond  the 
ftrongeft.  In  a  former  Pliarmaco- 
poeia  there  was  a  tindiire  from  the 
matter  which  remains  after  the  fub- 
limation  of  the  martial  flowers ; 
which,  though  it  appears  to  be  a 
good  one,  is  now  expunged  as  fu- 
perfiuous.  Some  have  recommend- 
ed dulcined  fpirit  of  nitre  as  a  men- 
ftruum;  but  though  this  readily 
dilToIves  the  metal,  it  does  not  keep 
it  fufpended.  The  muriatic  is  the 
only  acid  that  can  be  employed'for 
this  purpofe. 

All  thefe  timflures  are  greatly 
preferable  to  the  calces  or  croci  of 
iron,  as  being  not  only  more  fjiee- 
dy,  but  likewife  more  certain  in 
their  operation  :  the  fecond,  in 
fome  cafes,  pafles  off  through  the 
inteftinal  tube  with  little  effect  ; 
whilft  the  tinftures  fcarce  ever  fail. 
From  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  either 
of  the  tinftures  may  be  taken  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  in  any  proper 
vehicle;  though  it  is  feldom  ad- 
vifable  to  extend  the  dofe  fo  far  as 
thelaft  of  the  quantities,  efpeciaiiy 
in  regard  to  the  tincture  in  mu- 
riatic acid,  which  is  exceedingly 
ftrong  of  the  iron. 

The  tinfture  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia  is  by  fome  confuier- 
ed  as  the  beft  compofition ;  for  the 
-'calcs  are  fuppofed  to  be  fitter  for 
J-^iviog  a  proper  folution  than  the 
riift,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  muri- 
atic acid  is  fo  variable,  that  the 
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quantity  is  left  to  the  judgment  of 
the  operator.  A  pretty  accurate 
criterion  may  be  formed  of  the  fa- 
turation  by  the  fluid  :  if  the  acid 
fliould  be  fiiperabundant,  the  folu- 
tion is  of  a  green  colour  ;  if  fully 
faturated  with  the  iron,  of  a  reddijh 
or  yellow  colour  :  fometimes  it  may 
be  of  an  inky  colour,  but  that  hap- 
pens when  the  reftified  fpirit  has 
been  impregnated  with  the  aftrin- 
gent  matter  of  the  oak  ca/k. 
TINCTURA  HELLEBORI 
NIGRI; 

TINCTURA 'Mil. AMPODII. 

TinSliire  of  black  hellebore, 
Lonel.  and  Edinb, 

Take  of 

Black  hellebore,  coarfely  pow- 
dered, four  ounces ; 

Cochineal,  two  fcruples ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  with  a  gentle  heat  for  eight 

days,  and-ftrain. 

The  Edinburgh  college  iifes  only 
half  a  dram  of  cochineal^  but  orders 
two  pounds  and  a  half  of  proof 
fpirit,  and  after  digeftion  the  tinc- 
ture to  be  filtered. 

This  is  perhaps  the  beft  prepa- 
ration of  hellebore,  when  defign- 
ed  for  an  alterative,  the  menftru- 
um  hei-e  employed  extrafling  the 
whole  of  its  virtues.  It  has  been 
found,  from  experience, /»:/?7/c«/flr- 
ly  fcrviccable  in  titer'mc  obJiruHions  : 
in  /anguine  conjlitutions^  where  cha- 
lybeates  are  hurtful,  it  Jcldom  fail's 
of  exciting  the  mevjlrual  evacuations, 
and  retnoving  the  til  conjequences  of 
their  fupprejjion.  So  great  is  the 
power  of  this  medicine,  that  where- 
ever,  from  an  iil  conformation  of 
the  parts,  or  other  caufes,  the  ex- 
pe6led  difcharge  does  not  fucceed 
upon  the  ufe  of  it,  the  blood,  as 
iJr.  ]Mead  has  obftrved,  is  fo  forci- 
bly propelled,  as  to  make  its  way 
through  other,  pann;ies.  A"  tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  tindure  may  bft 
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taken  twice  in  a  day,  in,  warm  wa- 
ter, or  any  other  convenient  vehi- 
cle. 

TINCTURA  MOSCHI. 
Thlilurf  of  viujh. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Mufk,  two  drams  ;  ■ 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  one 
pound. 

Digeft  for  ten  days,  and  ftrain. 
See  the  article  Moschus  in  the 

Materia  Medica. 
TINCTURA  MYRRHiE. 
Tinilure  of  myrrh. 
Lond. 

Take  of  ^ 

Myrrh,  bruifed,  three  ounces ; 
"  Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  a  pint  and 
a  half ; 

Reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  half  a 
pint. 

After  due  digeftlon,  ftrain  off  the 
tindure. 

Edinb.  ■ 

Take  of 

Myrrh,  three  ounces ; 

Redified   fpirit   of  wine,  two 
pounds  and  a  half. 
Digeft  ten  days,  and  ftrain  off  the 

tinfture. 

The  pharmaceutical  writers  in 
general  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
no  good  tinftiire  can  be  drawn 
from  myrrh  by  fpirit  of  wine  alone, 
■without  the  affiftance  of  fixt  alka- 
line falts.  But  it  appears  from 
proper  experiments,  that  thefe  falts 
only  heighten  the'colourof  the  tinc- 
ture, without  enabling  the  men- 
llruum  to  diflblve  any  more  than  it 
would  by  itfelf.  Reftified  fpirit 
extrafts,  without  any  addition,  all 
that  part  of  the  myrrh  in  which 
its  pecifliar  fmell  and  tafte  refide, 
viz.  therefin  :  and  proof  fpirit  dif- 
folv.es  almoft  the  whole  drug,  ex- 
cept its  impurities* 

Tindure  of  myrrh  is  rccom- 
.piended  internally  for  warming  the 
iatitf     atteniiaiing    vifcid  juicei^ 


Jlrengthening  the  folids,  opening  oh' 
JlruiHons^  particularly  thofe  of  the  utC' 
rine  vcjfch,  and  riffling  putrefaSlion, 
Boerhaave  greatly  efteems  it  in  all 
languid  cafes^  proceeding  from  fim- 
ple  inadivity  ;  in  tho'e  female  dif- 
orders  which  are  occafioned  by  an 
aqueous^  mucous^  fluggift  indifpofl ion 
of  the  humours^  and  a  relaxation  if ' 
the  veffeh  ;  in  the  fluor  alius,  and  all 
difeafes  arifng  from  a  like  caufe. 
The  dofe  is  from  fifteen  drops  to 
forty  or  more.  The  medicine  may 
doubtlefs  be  given  in  thefe  cafes 
to  advantage ;  though  with  us  5t 
is  more  commonly  ufed  externally, 
for  cleanfing  foul  ulcns,  and  pro' 
mo  ting  the  exfoliation  if  carious  bones. 

TINCTURA  MYRRH^E  ET 
ALOES. 
TinSlure  of  myrrh  and  aloes, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Myrrh,  in  powder,  one  ounce 

and  a  half ; 
Hepatic  aloes,  in  powder,  one 
ounce ; 

Reftified   fpirit  of  wine,  tw6 
pints  ; 

Digeft  in  a  fand-heat  for  fix  days, 
and   then  let   the  tinfture  be ' 
ftrained  off. 

This  tinfture  is  employed  only 
in  chirurgical  dreflings,  for  clcanfvig 
foul  ulcers,  refraining  the  progrcfs  of 
gangrenes,  &c.  in  which  intention 
the  aloes  is  an  ufef*il  addition  to  the 
myrrh.    The  hepatic  aloes  is  reck- 
oned more  efFeftual  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  than  the  finer  Socotorinc. 
TINCTURA  OPII. 
TinSlure  of  opium. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Hard  purified  opium,  powdered^ 
ten  drams ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Digeft  for  ten  days,  and  ftrain. 

This  is  an  improvement  upi^ 
the  old  Tinftura  Thebajca,  ma 
with  wine  j  twenty  drops  of  whii 
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contained  about  one  grnin  of  o- 

I)ium.  r    n      .  1 

OF  two  ounces  of  Itrained  o- 
pium,  a  pint  of  white  wine  dil- 
Iblves  not  quite  one  ounce;  but 
proof  fpirit  dilTolves  nearly  the 
whole.  Proof  fpirit  muft  therefore 
be  the  proper  menftruum  for  drain- 
ed opium  :  for  though  the  propor' 
tion  of  opium  is  two  ounces  to 
a  pint  of  wine  in  the  Tinftura 
Thebaica,  or  Vinum  Opii,  and  only- 
ten  drams  in  the  Tinftura  Opii  to 
the  fame  quantity  pf  proof  fpirit, 
the  ftrength  of.the  Tinftura  Opii 
is  not  lefs,  but  rather  greater,  than 
that  of  the  Tinftura  Thebaica. 

The  tinfture  is  given  in  dofes 
from  ten  to  twenty  drops  or  more. 
TLVCTURA  OPII; 

VltlgO 

LAUDANUM  LIQUIDUM. 
TinHure  of  opium,   commonly  called 
liquid  laudanum, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Opium,  two  ounces  ; 

Spirituous  cinnamon  water,  one 
pound  and  a  half. 
Digeft  four  days,  and  filter. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  liquid 
opiate,  the  menftruum  dilfolving 
nearly  the  whole  fubflance  of  the 
opium,  and  cfFeduallv  covering  its 
ill  flavour.  The  proportion  of 
menftruum  isfomewhst  larger  than 
in  the  vinous  tim^lure  formerly  de- 
fcribed:  one  grain  of  opium  goes 
to  about  twenty  drops  of  that  tinc- 
^l^g^^d  twenty-five  of  this  :  nc- 
^BRBft,  as  there  appears  to  be 
f  the  Opium  dilTolved  here 
:  ..  ;ri  the  Other,  this  tinfture  may 
polTibly  be  the  ftr^nger  of  the  two. 
It  vv«re  to  be  wiflied  that  the  ftiops 
wer#furniflied -with  a  liquid  opiate, 
in  which  the  proportion  of  men- 
ftruum was,  ftill  much  larger,  fo  as 
to  admit  of  the  dofe  being  deter- 
mined by  weight  or  meafure  ;  the 
method   by  drops   feeming  too 


IS  Ti flexures.  • 

precarious  for  a  medicine  of  fo  pow- 
erful a  kind.    The  following  prepa- 
ration is  contrived  with  this  view. 
Take  of 

Thebaic  extraft,  half  a  dram  ; 
Highly-rectified  fpirit  of  wine, 

•called  alcoliol,  ten  ounces  ; 
Simple  cinnamon  water,  twenty 
ounces. 

Digeft  them  together  until  the 
opium  is  diftblved,  and  then  fil- 
ter the  folution  through  paper. 
This  preparation  I  apprehend  to 
be  -free  from  all  the  inconvenien- 
cies  attending  the  common  opiate 
tinctures.  The  menftruum  dif- 
folves  the  whole  of  the  opium  ex- 
cept the  impurities,  and  confe- 
quently  the  tincture  is  npt  liable 
to  any  uncertainty  in  point  of 
ftrength.  The  dofe  may  be  af- 
certained  to  the  greateft  exa£lnefs  : 
one  grain  of  opium  is  contained 
in  one  ounce  by  meafure,  which 
is  equal  nearly  to  feven  drams  by 
weight.  Neither  the  tinftures  in 
wine  nor  proof  fpirit  are  fo  well 
adapted  for  keeping,  as  could  be 
wiflied;  in  long  ftanding,  a  part 
of  the  opium  is  gradually  thrown 
off  from  both,  and  confequently 
the  tinftures  become  gradually 
weaker  :  the  part  which  thus  ie- 
parates,  amounts  fometimes,  as  1 
have  been  informed,  to  near  orie- 
fourth  of  the  quantity  of  opium  at 
firft  difiblved  ;  it  floats  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  vinous  tinfture',  and  iu 
the  fpirituous  fi;iks  to  the  bottom. 
In  the  preparation  here  recom- 
mended, it  has  not  been  obferved 
that  any  feparation  happens. 

Inftead  of  the  cinnamon  water, 
pure  water  may  be  employed  in 
the  mixture ;  and  where  aroma- 
tic additions  are  wanted,  either  in. 
a  medicinal  intention,  or  for  cover- 
ing the  ill  fmell  of  the  opinm, 
any  proper  tinfture  or  diftilled 
water  may  be  exteraporaneouflit 
joined.  , 
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TINCTURA  OPII  CAMPHO- 
RATA ; 

formerly 

ELIXIR  PAREGORICUM." 
Camphorated  titiSiure  of  opinni. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

P  lowers  of  benzoin, 
Hard  purified  opium,— each  one 
drain  ; 

Camphor,  two  fcruples ; 
Oil  of  anifeeds,  one  dram  ; 
Proof    fpirit    of    wine,  two 
pints ; 

Digeft  for  three  days,  and  ftrain. 

This  tinfturs  was  ufually  made 
with  reftified  fpirit  of  wine ;  but 
now  with  proof  fpirit  ;  as  it  is 
found  that  the  latter  will  fufpend 
a  greater  proportion,  than  is  here 
ordered,  of  benzoin. 

This  tinfture  is  alfo  fnppofed  to 
have  more  efFeft  as  an  anodyne, 
than  might  be  expected  from  the 
quantity  of  opium,  compared  with 
that  in  the  TinfturaThebaica,  and 
not  without  reafon  ;  as  not  above 
half  the  opium  directed  in  the  laft 
was  taken  up  by  the  vinous  men- 
llruum.    It  is  a  good  palliative  re- 
medy, from  one  dram  to  two  or 
'  -  -^  {linuld  feldom  be  truft- 
other  rem'edies. 
JRA  OPII  AMMO- 
AUATA  ; 

...IJXIR  r/>RAGORICUM. 
Atnmoniated  tinBure  of  opiiwi. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Flowers'of  benzoin, 

Englifli  faffron, — of  each  three 

drams ; 
Opium,  two  drSms ; 
tirential  oil  of  anifeed,  half  a 
dram  ; 

•  Vinous  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 

fixteen  ounces. 
Digeft  for   four  days  in  a  clofe 

veflel,  and  flrain  it. 

Thcfe  elixirs  are  taken  from  Le 


Mort,  and  were  originally  prefcrib- 
ed    under  the  title    of  Elixir 
asthmaticum,  which  they  do  not 
ill  deferve.  They  contribute  to  aU 
lay  fbc  tickling  luhicb  provokes  fre- 
qaent  cHugbing;  and  at  the  fame 
time  are  fuppofcd  to  open  the  breafi, 
and  give  greater  liberlv  of  breathing. 
The  opium  procures  (as  it  does  by 
itfelf)  a  temporary  relief  from  the 
fymptoms  ;  whilft  the  other  ingre- 
dients tend  to  remove-  the  caiife, 
and  prevent  their  return.    It  is 
given  to  children,  againft  the  chin- 
cough,   &c.   from   five  drops  to 
twenty  ;  to  adults,  from  twenty  to 
a  hundred.    Half  an  ounce  by 
meafure  contains  about  a  grain  of 
opium,  in  the  London  formula ;  but 
in  that  of  Edinburgh  the  propor- 
j,tiori  is  larger. 
TINCTURA  RHABARBARL 
Tindure  of  rhubarb. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  fliccd,  two  ounces; 
Lefler  cardamon  feeds,  bruifed, 

half  an  ounce : 
Saffron,  two  drams; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digefl  for  eight  days,  and  flrain. 

The  College  of  Edinburgh  orders 
three  ounces  of  rhubarb,  and  two 
pounds  and  a  half  of  propf  fpftjt. 
TINCTURA  RHABARBARI 
COMPOSITA. 
Compound  iindure  of  rhubarb. 
Take  of 

RInibarb,  Oiced,  two  ounces; 
Liquorice,  bruifed,  half  an  oi 
Ginger,  powdered, 
Saffron, — of  each  two  At 
Di  lulled  water,  one  pint;: 
Proof  fpirit  of  '  wine,  tw| 
ounces  by  meafure. 
Digeft  for  eight  davs,  and  ftra^** 
TINCTURA   RHEI  AMARA. 
Bitter  tinn-jre  of  rhubarb. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  two  ounces ; 
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Gentian  root,  half  an  ounce; 
Virginian  fnakcroot,  one  dram; 
Proof  I'pirit,  two  pounds  and  a 
half. 

Digert  feven  days,  and  ftrain. 
TJNCTURA  RHEI  DULCIS. 
Szveei  /inHu>\:  of  rliubari. 
Edlnb, 

To  two  pound  and  a  half  of 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  drained,  add 
four  ounces  of  fugar-candy,  and 
digeft  until  the  fuoar  is  diflbived. 

All  the  forea;oing  •  tinctures  of 
rhubarb  are  defigned  as  Jtomachks 
and  corrohorants,  as  well  as  pwga- 
tives.  ,  Spirituous  liquors  excellent- 
ly extraft  thofe  parts  of  the  rhubarb 
in  which  the  two  firft  qualities  re- 
lide,  and  the  additional  ingredients 
conliderably  promote  their  efficacy. 
In  '-jjeaknefs  of  the  ftoniach^  indlgejlion, 
.ixity  of  the  intejlines,  d'larrhceas, 
colicky  and  other  like  complaints, 
thefe  medicines  are  frequently  of 
■Vrvice.  The  fecond  is"  alfo,  in 
many  cafes,  an  ufeful  addition  to 
the  Peruvian  bark,  in  the  cure  of 
iiiierm'ntcnts,  particularly  in  cachec- 
tic habits,  where  the  vifcera  are 
obftruifted.  In  thefe  intentions,  a 
fpoonful  or  two  may  be  taken  for  a 
dofe,  and  occaGonallv  repeated. 

tin'ctura  safurnina; 
tin'ctura''''antiphthi- 

SICA. 

Antiphtliijicai  tinciure. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

of  lead,  an  ou«ce  and  a 

iron,  one  ounce  ; 
fuirit   of  wine,  one 

Inifture  be  extrafted  without 

reducing  of  the  falts  fepa- 
rately  into  po.vder,  and •  perform- 
ing of  the  digeftion  tuithout  h^at, 
are  very  neceffiry  circumftances : 
ior  if  the  ingredients  ije  attempted 
\o  be  pulverirtd  together,  they  will 


grow  foft  and  almoft  liquid  :  and  if 
heat  be  made  ufe  of,  fcarcc  any 
tinciure  will  be  obtained. 

This  tincture  is  fomctimes  given 
from  twenty  to  tliirty  drops,  for 
refraining  immoderate  fecretions,  par- 
ticularly the  colliquative  fiveats  at- 
tending hcBic  fevers  and  jhthifical 
diforders,  whence  the  name  anti- 
phthifcal  tindure.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly a  medicine  of  great  efficacy  in 
thefe  cafes,  but  100  dangerous  to  be 
rafily  Dentured  on.  Some  have  fup- 
pofed,  that  it  does  not  contain  any 
of  the  fugar  of  lead  ;  but  experi- 
ments, made  for  that  purpofe,  have 
fliewn  it  does.  The  London  col- 
lege have  thrown  it  out  of  the  laft 
edition  of  their  Pharmacopoeia. 
TJNCTURA  SCILLiE. 
Tinciure  of  f quills. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Squills,  frefli  dried,  four  ounces  ; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Djleifl  for  eight  days,  and  pour 
off  the  clear  liquor. 
By  this  menftruura  the  virtues  of 
the  IJqui-Us  are  fully  extradl;cd,  and 
may  fupply  the  place  of  the  vinegar 
"cy  oxyinel  of  fquill,  where  thofe 
compounds,   on  account  •  of  the 
acid  menftruum,  may  difagree  with 
the.  ftoipach ;  but   certainly  the 
.fquill  in'  fubftaace  is  by  much  the 
mod  efficacious  remedy. 

TINCTURA  SEN.'E. 
Tin  Bur  e  of  fchna. 
^  hf)n9> 

Take  of 

Raifins,  ftoned,  fixteen  ounces ; 

Senna,  one  pound  ; 

Caraway   feeds,    bruifed,  or.r 

ounce  and  a  half ; 
Lelfer  cardamoms,  bruifed,  halt 

an  ounce  ; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one'giillon.^ 
Dlgeft  for  fourteen  days,  and  fli'ain, 
TINCTURA  SKSmL  COM- 
POS'ITA; 
vtd\^o 

ELIXIR  SALUTIS. 
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Compound  i'ln^ure.  of  fema^  commonly 
called  elixir  of  health, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Senna  leaves,  two  ounces; 
Jalap  root,  one  ounce; 
Coriander  feeds,  half  an  ounce; 
Proof  fpiiit,  three  pounds  and 
a  half. 

Digeft  for  feven  days,  and  to  the 
lirained  liquor  add  four  ounces 
of  fugar-candy. 

Both  thefe  tinftures  are  ufeful 
carminatives  and  cathartics,  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe  who  have  accuftom- 
ed  themfelves  to  the  ufe  of  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors;  they  oftentimes  re- 
lieve flatulent  and  colicky  complaints, 
where  the  common  Cordials  have 
little.  efFefl:  :  the  dofe  is  from  one 
to  two  ounces.  Several  prepara- 
tions of  this  kind  have  been  offered 
to  the  public,  under  the  name  of 
Daffy's  elixir.  The  two  above  are 
equal  to  any,  and  fuperior  to  moft 
of  thenf>.'*The  laft  of  thefe  is  a 
proper  addition  to  caftor-oil,  to 
make  it  fit  eafy  on  thg  ftomach, 
and  is  much  preferable  to  any  of 
the  ardent  fpirits  with  which  it  is 
often  given  to  produce  that  effeft. 

TINCTURA  SERPENTA- 

TinHure  of  fnakeroot. 
hond. 

Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  three  oun- 
ces ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  without  heat,  and  ftrain  off 
the  tinfture. 

Edinh. 

Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  two  oun- 
ces ; 

Cochineal,  one  dram ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pounds  and  a 
half. 

Digefl:  four  days,  and  flrain  off. 

In  tlie  tinduie  of  fnakeroot,  it 
was  propofed  to  the  college  to  em- 
ploy rectified  fpirit ;  but  as  the 


heat  of  this  fpirit  prevents  the  me- 
dicine from  being  taken  in  fo  large 
a  dofe  as  it  might  otherwife  be,  a 
weaker  fpirit  was  made  choice  of. 
The  tinfture  made  in  this  men- 
Urn  um,  which  extrafts  the  whole 
virtues  of  the  root,  may  be  takers 
to  the  quantity  of  a  fpoonful  or 
more   every  five   or  fix  hours; 
which  often  operates  as  a  ufeful 
diaphoretic. 
TINCTURA  CARDAMOMI 
COMPOS ITA ; 
formerly 

TINCTURA  STOMACHICA. 

Compound  tin£lure  of  cardamoms. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Raifins,  ftoned,  four  ounces; 

Cinnamon,    bruifed,    half  afl- 
ounce  ; 

Caraway  feeds, 

Lefier  cardamoms,  hulked, 

Cochineal,  powdered, — of  each 
two  drams ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digefl  for  fourteen  davs  and  ftrain 

off. 

This  is  a  moderately  warm  fio- 
machic  tinfture,  much  more  plea- 
fant  than  the  usquebaugh  of  our 
former  Pharmacopoeias.  It  may  be 
taken,  without  any  vehicle,  to  half 
an  ounce  or  an  ounce,  though  of- 
tener  ufed  in  mixtures. 

TINCTURA  SUCCINI. 
TinElure  of  amber. 

Take  of 

Yellow  amber,    pounded,  one 
ounce ; 

Vitriolic  aether,  four  ounces. 
Digeft  for  three  days,  in  a  veH 

accurately  clofed,   fliaking  the 

veffel  frequently  ;  and  afterwards 

filter  the  tinfture. 

The  amber  was  formerly  dil- 
folved  in  fpirits  of  wine;  but  the 
jEther  forms  a  more  elegant  and 
a6tive  tindure,  more  perfectly  dif- 
folves  the  amber,  and  may  be'  con- 
fidered  as  one  of  the  moft  va- 
luable preparations  of  that  con- 


Chap.  HI.  Sphhucus 

Crete.  It  has  been  recommended 
in  a  variety  of  afFe(5tions,  particu- 
larly of  th-  nen'ous  kind,  as  hyfte- 
rical  and  rpilepcic  con.plaints.  Its 
dofe  from  a  few  drups  to  a  tea- 
fpoonful  in  a  glafs  of  wine  or  any 
other  (imiiar  veh  cle. 
TINCTURA  SUDORIFICA. 
Suilorijic  tin^ure. 

Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  fix  drams ; 
Cochineal, 

Englifli  faffron,— each  two  drams; 
Opumi,  one  fcruple ; 
Spirit  of  Mindererus,  one  pint. 
Digeft  them  together  in  a  gentle 
heat  for  three  days,  and  then 
pafs  the  tiniSture  through  a 
llrainer. 

This  compoGtion  is  an  efficaci- 
ous fuJorific ;  the  ingredients  being 
of  the  moft  powerful  kind,  and  the 
menftruum.  •  rtbt  only  extrkaing 
thofe  parts  of  them  in  which  their 
virtues  confift,  but  co-operating 
flrongly  in  the  fame  intention. 
From  cochineal  nothing  more  is 
expefled  than  to  furnifli  an  agree- 
able colour  to  the  tinfture.  Half 
an  ounce  of  the  tinfture,  by  mea- 
fure,  contains  five  eighths  of  a 
grain  of  opium. 

TINCTURA  ANTIMONII. 
Tincture  of  antimony. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Antimony,    in    powder,  four 

ounces ; 
Salt  of  tartar,  fix  ounces  ; 
Rectified   fpirit  of  wine,  two 

pints. 

"lix^he  antimony  with  the  fait  of 
tartar,  and  inject  them  by  little 
aiyi  little  into  a  crucible  placed 
in  a  ftrong  fire.  The  mixture 
melts  thin,  and  is  to  be  conti- 
nued in  this  ftate  for  half  an 
hour ;  after  which,  it  is  to  be 
poured  out  into  a  hot  and  dry 

•  iron  mortar.  Powder  the  mals 
v/hile  hot,  put  it  into  a  heated 
matrafs,  and  pour  ihcreon  the 
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fpirit.  Digeft  them  together, 
for  three  days,  in  a  gentle  heat 
of  fand ;  and  then  decant  the 
tinfture. 

In  thefe  procelTes,  the  alkaline 
fait  unites  with  the  fulphur  of  the 
antimony  into  a  hepar ;  which 
communicates  to  the  Ipirit  a  tinc- 
ture of  a  gold  colour.  This  anti- 
pionial  tinfture  is  fuppof^d  to  con- 
tain likewife  fome  of  the  regiiline 
parts  of  the  mineral,  and  is  faid  to 
have  fometimes  provoked  a  puke 
when  taken  on  an  empty  ftomacb, 
even  in  a  fmall  dofe.  It  Hands  re- 
commended, in  dofes  of  from  ten 
to  fixty  drops  or  more,  as  a  deob- 
Jlruent,  promoter  of  urine,  and  a  pu~ 
rifier  of  the  blood ;  but  probably  the 

VINUM    EX     ANTIMONIA  TARTA- 

R  IS  A  TO  will  anfwer  equally  every 
purpofe. 
TINCTURA  BALSAMI  TO- 
LUTANI. 
.   TinSIure  of  balfam  of  Tolu. 
Lotid.  and  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Balfam  of  Tolu,  an  ounce  and 
a  half ; 

Re<51:ified    fpirit    of   wine,  a 
pint. 

Digeft  in  a  fand  heat,  imtil  the  bal- 
fam is  dilfolved  :  and  then  ftraia 
the  tinfture..  ' 
This  is  the  fame  in  both  the 
London  and  Edinburgh  Pharma- 
copoeias, except  in  the  title.  In  the 
latter,  the  tinfture  is  named  Tinc- 
tura  Tolutana. 

This  folution  of  balfam  of  Tolu 
pofiefles  all  the  virtues  of  the  bal- 
fam itfelf.  It  may  be  taken  inter- 
nally, in  the  feveral  intentions  for 
which  this  valuable  balfam  is  pro- 
per, to  the  quantity  of  a  tea-fpoon- 
ful  or  two,  in  any  convenient  ve- 
hicle. Mixed  with  the  plain  fyrup 
of  fugar,  it  forms  an  elegant  bal- 
famic  fyrup.  See  Balsamum  To- 
LUTANUM  in  the  Materia  Medica. 
TINCTURA  VALERIANAE. 
Tinclure  of  valerian. 
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Lojid. 

Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  in  coarfe 
powder,  four  ounces; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  with  a  gentle  heat  for  eight 

days,  and  flrain. 

The  valerian  root  ought  to  be 
reduced  into  fine  powder,  other- 
wife  the  fpirit  will  not  fufficitntly 
extraft  its  virtues.  The  tindure 
proves  of  a  deep  colour,  and  con- 
liderably  itrong  of  the  valerian; 
though  it  has  not  been  found  to 
anfwer  fo  well  in  the  cure  of  epi- 
leptic diforders,  as  the  root  in  fubr 
ftance  exhibited  in  the  form  of 
powder  or  bolus.  The  dofe  of  the 
tinfture  is,  from  half  a  fpoonful  to 
a  fpoonful  or  uiore,  two  or  three 
times  a  dav. 

TINCTURA  VALERIANA 
AMMONIATA; 
formerly 

TINCTURA  VALERIANAE 
VOLATILIS. 

Ammoniatcd  tin^ljire  of  'valerian. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Wild    valerian   root,  coarfely 

powdered,  four  ounces  ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia, 
two  pints. 
Digeft  for  eight  days  in  a  vefi'el 
clofelv  ftopt,  and  (train. 
TINCTURA  VALERIANA 
VOLATILIS. 
Volatile  tin^iiir/'.  of  valerian. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Wild  valerian  roof,  two  ounces; 

Vinous  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 
one  pound''. 
Macerate  for  fra  days  in  a  clofe 

vene!,>(ind  ftrain. 

The  menftrua  ufed  in  both  thefe 
iinai.res  are  e3<;h  of  them  con- 
fidered  as  excellently  well  calculated 
to  extraft  the  qualities  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  lime,  c.onrulerably  promote 
the  virtues  of  the  valerian,-  which 
in  fome  cafes  wants  £ii  afliftance 


of  this  kind.    The  dofe  may  be  a 

tea- fpoonful  or  two. 

TINCTURA  ZINZIBERIS. 
Tinclare  of  gingtr.  . 
Land. 

Take  of 

Ginger,  powdered,  two  ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  with  a  gentle  heat,  for  eight 

days,  and  ftrain. 

This  is  a  warm  ftimulant  tinc- 
ture ;  and  where  the  qualities  of  the 
ginger  are  wanted  to  be  thrown 
into  the  habit  in  a  liquid  form,  this 
will  anfwer  the  defired  purpofe. 
TINCTURA  VERATRI. 
Tinclure   of  veratrum,   or  white 
hellebore, 
hond. 

Take  of 

White    hellebore    root,  eight 
ounces  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pounds  and  a 
half. 

Digeft  them  together  for  ten  days, 
and  filter  the  tinfture  through 
paper. 

This  tincture  is  fometimes  ufed 
for  acuating  cathartics.,  &c.  and  as 
an  emetic  in  apopleBic  and  inaniacal 
diforders.    It  may  likewife  be  fo 
n)anaged  as  to  prove  a'  poiverful  al- 
terative  and  deobftruent,    in  cafes 
where  milder  remedies  have  little 
effeft.    But  a  great  deal  of  caution 
is  requifite  in  its  ufe.     The  dofe, 
at  firft,  ought  to  be  only  a  few 
drops  ;  if  confiderable,  its  proves 
violently  emetic  or  cathartic. 
ELIXIR  GUAIACINUM. 
Elixir  of  guaiacum. 
E.ainh. 

Take  of 

Gum  guaiacum;  one  pound^ 

Balfam  of  Peru,  three  dram.s  ; 

Rectified   fpirit  of  wine,  two. 
pounds  and  a  half. 
Dioeft  for  ten  davs,   and  ftxaia 

off. 

This  compofition  and  the  other 
tinfl-ures  of  the  famp  gum  :ire  me- 
dicines  of  great  efficacy,  and  capa- 
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bio  of  anf'wering  many  ufeful  piir- 
r-'fes.  Tliey  ivarm  and  Jlnngthn 
lia^it,  and  promote  infcnfible  per- 
jf hat-on.  Twenty  or  thirty  drops 
inay  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  or  oftener,  in  any  proper  ve- 
hicle, in  rheumatic  complaints,  cuta- 
neous cicfa-dations,  &c.  particularly 
where  the  patient  is  of  a  cold 
phlegmatic  temperament,  and  the 
iblids  weak  and  relaxed.  In  hot, 
bilious  conftitutions,  and  tenfitv  or 
rigidity  of  the  vedels,  like  other 
ftimulating  medicines,  they  are  evi- 
dently improper. 

TINCTURA  BENZOIS  COM- 
POSITA  ; 
formerly 

BALSAIMUM  TRAUMATI- 
CUM. 

Compound  tinHure  of  benzoin. 
Loud. 

Take  of 
Benlzoin,  three  ounces-; 
Storax,  {trained,  two  ounces; 
Balfam  of  Tolu,  one  ounce  ; 
Socotorine  aloes,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Rectified   fpirit  of  wine,  two 
pints. 

iDigeft  with  a  gentle  heat  for  three 
days,  and  ftrain. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Benzoin,  powdered,  three  oun- 
ces ; 

Balfam  of  Peru,  two  ounces ; 
Hepatic  aloes,  in  powder,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Reftified   fpirit  of  wine,  two 

pints. 

IDigeft  them  in  a  fand-heat,  for  the 
fpace  of  three  days;  and  then 
Itrain  the  baUam. 
Tf^f^e  two  tiiiftures  formerly 
:ltood  highly  recommended  as  in- 
:jernal  and   external  applications, 
ifhey  were  exhibited  internally 
for  'Uiarming  and  frengthcning  the  flo- 
'■mach  and  intejiines,  expelling  flatulen- 

ciesy  and  relieving  colicky  complainls  a 

few  drops  given  for  a  dofe,  in  wine, 
•or  any  other  convenient  vehicle  j 


—  EXTERNALLY,  for  cleanfng  and 
healing  ulcers  and  -wounds,  dijcujfng 
cold  tumors,  allaying  gouts,  and  rheu- 
matic and  other  old  pains  and  aches 
and  were  applied  cold  on  the  part 
with  a  feqther.  At  prefent  they  arc 
chiefly  employed  in  cafes  of  i-e- 
cent  wounds  to  flop  hcemorrhages, 
and  heal  by  the  firft  intention,  as 
it  is  termed  in  the  language  of 
furgery. 

ELIXIR  ALOES ; 
•uulgo 

ELIXIR  PROPRIETATIS. 

Edinb, 

Take  of 

Myrrh,  in  powder,  two  ounces ; 
Reftified  fpirit  of  wine, 
Proof   fpirit, —  of    each  one 
pound. 

Digeft  for  four  days,  and  add 

Socotorine  aloes,  powdered^,  one 
ounce  and  a  half; 

Englifh  faffron,  one  ounce. 
Digeft  for  two  days  more,  and, 

when  it  is  fettled,  pour  it  oft. 

This  is  the  elixir  proprieialis  of 
Paracelfus,  improved  with  regard 
to  the  manner  of  preparation.  ' 

This  medicine  is  greatly  recom- 
mended, and  not  undefervedly,  as 
a  warm  pmulant  and  aperient.-  It 
flrengihens  the  Jiomach  and  other  <vif- 
cera,  cleanfes  the  firfl  pajfages  from 
tenacious  phlegm,  and  promotes  the 
natural  fecretions  in  general.  Its  con- 
tiiuied  ufe  has  frequentlv  done  fer- 
vice  in  cachemc  and  i^icric  cafes, 
uterine  objlrKaions,  and  fmilar  dif 
orders;  particularly  in  cold,  pale, 
phlegmatic  habits.   Where  the  pa. 

^'"'IJ'  confitniion, 
and  fond  complexion,  this  warm  fti- 
mulating  medicine  i%  lefs  proper,' 
and  fometimes  prejudicial.  The 
dofc  may  be  from  twenty  drops  to 
a  tea-fpoonful  or  more,  two  or  three' 
times  a  day,  according  to  the  pur- 
pofes  which  it  is  intended  to  an. 
fwer. 

ELIXIR  PROPRIETATIS 
VITRIOLIC  UM. 
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♦  Eclinb. 

Take  of 
Myrrh, 

Socotorine  aloes, — of  each  an 

ounce  and  a  half; 
Englirti  faffron,  one  ounce; 
Dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol,  one 

pound. 

Digeft  the  myrrh  witli  the  fpirit,  in 
a  well-fropped  vial,  four  days; 
then  add  the  faffron  and  aloes. 
Digeft  them  again  for  four  days 
more;  and  v,  hen  the  feces  have 
fubfided,  pour  off  the  elixir. 
Here  the  dulcified  fpirit  of  vi- 
triol is  very  judicioufly  fubftituted 
for  the  fpirit  of  fulpluir,  ordered  in 
other  books  of  pharmacy  to  be  add- 
td  to  the  foregoing  preparation : 
for   that  flrong  acid  precipitates 
from  the 'liquor  great  part  of  whaj^ 
it  had  before  taken  up  from  ..the 
other  ingredients ;  whereas,  ^\\cn 
the  acid  is  previoufly  combined 
with  the  vinous  fpirit,  and  thereby 
dulcified,  as  it  is  called,  it  does  not 
impede  its  diflblving  power.  This 
elixir  pofTefTes  the  general  virtues 
of  the  preceding,  and  is,  in  virtue 
of  the  menftruum,  perferred  to  it  in 
in  hot  conflitutions,  and  weaknefles 
of  the  ftomach.  See  Elixir  vitrioli. 
ELIXIR  VITRIOLI  ACIDUM. 
Acid  elixir  o  f  vitriol. 
Eclinl), 

Take  of 

Reflified  fpirit  of  wine,  two 
pounds ; 

Drop   into  it,   by  degrees,  fix 
ounces  of  the  vitriolic  acid. 
Digeft  the  rnixture  in  a  very  gentle 

heat,  in  a  clofe,  veifel,  for  three 

days. 
Then  add  of  • 

Cinnamon,  one  ounce  and  a  half; 

Ginger,  one  ounce. 
Digefl  again  in  a  clofe  vefiel  for  fix 

days  C  and  tHen  filter  through  pa- 
per in  a  glais  funnel. 

The  intention  in  this  procefs  is, 
to  obtain  a  tinfture  of  aromatic  ve- 
getables, in  fpirit  of  wine,  com- 


bined with  a  confiderable  propor- 
tion of  vitriolic  acid.  When  the 
tinfture  is  firft  drawn  with  vinous 
fpirits,  and  the  acid  added  after- 
wards, the  acid  precipitates  great 
_part  of  what  the  fpirit  had  before 
taken  up:  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  the  acid  is  mixed  with  the  fpi- 
rit immediately  before  the  extrac- 
tion, it  prevents  the  diffolution  of 
all  that  it  would  have  precipitated 
by  the  former  way  of  treatment. 
By  previoufly  uniting  the  acid  and 
the  vinous  fpirit  together  by  digef- 
tion,  as  in  this  procefs,  the  incon- 
venience is  fomewhat  lefTened. 

All  thefe  compofitions  are  valu- 
able medicines  in  iveaknefs  and  re- 
laxations cf  the  Jlomach,  and  decays  of 
conflitiitin?!,  particularly  in  thofe 
which  j)roceed  from  irregularities, 
which  are  accompanied  with  flow 
febrile  fymptonjs,  or  which  fol- 
low the  fupprcflion  of  intermit- 
tents.  They  have  frequently  taken 
place  after  bitters  and  aromatics, 
by  themfelves,  had  availed  no- 
thing :  and,  indeed,  great  part  of 
their  virtue  depends  on  the  vitriolic 
acid ;  which,  barely  diluted  with 
water,  has,  in  thefe  cafes,  where 
the  ftomach  could  bear  the  acidity, 
produced  happy  effe«5ts. 

Fuller  relates  (in  his  Medicina  ' 
Gymnaftica)  that  he  was  recovered, 
by  Mynficht's  elixir,  from  an  ex- 
treme decay  of  conftitution,  and 
continual  teachings  to  vomit.  They 
may  all  be  given  from  ten  to  thirty 
or  forty  drops,  or  more,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  acid,  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  at  fuch  times  as  the 
ftomach  is  nioft  empty. 

The  London  College  have  omit- 
ted this  elixir  in  their  Pharmaco- 
poeia; fuppofing  every  advantage 
may  be  gained  equally  by  the  admi- 
niftVation  of  the  Ac'idum  vitri- 

OJLI  DILUTUM. 

ELIXIR  VITRIOLI  DULCE. 

Svject  elixir  of  vitriol. 
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Take  of  the 

Aromatic  tinfture,  one  pint;  '  ■ 

Dulciiied  Ipirit  of  vitriol,  eiglit 
ounces  by  weight. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  is  defigned  for  perfons 
ivbofi  Jiomach  is  too  weak  to  bear  the 
foregoing  acitl  elixir.  To  the  tafte 
ir  is  gratefully  aromatic,  without 
any  perceptible  acidity.  The  dul- 
cified ipirit  of  vitriol,  here  direfted, 
occafions  little  or  no  precipitation 
upon  adding  it  to  the  tinfture. 

A  medicine  of  tliitj  kind  was  for- 
merly in  great  efteem,  under  the  title 

of  ViGANt'S  VOLATILE  ELIXIR  OF 

TtTRioL ;  the  compofjtion  of 
which  was  firft  communicated  to 
the  public  in  the  Pharmacopceia  re- 
fer mata.  It  is  prepared  by  digeft- 
ing  fome  volatile  fpirit  of  vitriol 
upon  a  fmall  quantity  of  mint- 
leaves  curioufly  dried,  till  the  li- 
quor has  acquired  a  fine  green  co- 
lour. If  the  fpirit,  as  it  frequently 
does,  partakes  too  much  of  the  acid, 
.this  colour  will  not  fucceed :  in 
fuch  cafe  it  fhould  be  reftified  from 
a  little  fixt  alkaline  fait.  The  mint 
is  moft  commodioufly  fufpended  in 
the  fpirit  in  a  fine  linen  cloth :  this 
prevents  the  neceffity  of  filtration, 
during  which  the  more  volatile 
parts  would  exhale. 
TIXCTURA  SABIN-^  COM- 
POSITA; 
formerly 

ELIXIR  MYRRH/E  COMPOSI- 
TUM. 
Compound  tinSlure  nffavin. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Extract  of  favin,  one  ounce ; 

Tincture  of  cafior, one  pint; 

Tincture  of  myrrh,  half  a  pint. 
Digeft,  until  the  extract  of  favin  is 

diffolved  ;  then  ftrain. 

This  preparation  is  a  medicine  of 
great  importance  in  uterine  ohftruc- 
tions,  and  in  hypochondriacal  cafes  ; 
though,  poflibly,  means  might  be 
contrived  of  fuperadding  more  ef- 


feftually  the  virtues  of  favin  to  a 
tin<fture  of  myrrh  and  caftor.  It  may 
be  given  from  five  drops  to  twenty 
or  thirty,  or  more,  in  pennyroyal 
water,  or  anv  other  fuitable  vehicle. 
TINCTURA  RHEI  CUM 
ALOE  ; 

ELIXIR  SACRUM. 
Tindure  of  rhnbarh  -with  aloes  ;  com- 
monly called  Sacred  elixir. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  ten  drams ; 
Socotorine  aloes,  fix  drams ; 
Lefler  cardamom  feeds,  half  a 
ounce ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pounds  and  a 
half, 

Digeft  for  feven  days,  and  flrain  off 
the  elixir. 
SPIRITUS  VINOSUS  CAM- 
PHORATUS. 
Can)phoratcd fpirit  of  ivine. 
hand. 

Take  of 

Camphor,  four  ounces  ; 

Reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Mix,  that  the  camphor  may  be  dif- 

folved. 

This  folution  of  camphor  is  em-  . 
ployed  chiefly  for  external  ufes, 
again  ft  rheumatic  pains  ^  paralytic 
numhnejfes-,  inflammations,  for  dif 
cufjing  tumors,  preventing  gangrenes^ 
or  refraining  their  progrefs.  It  is  too 
pungent  to  be  exhibited  internally, 
even  when  diluted,  nor  does  the.di- 
lution  fucceed  well;  for  on  the  ad- 
mixture of  aqueous  liquors,  the 
camphor  gradually  feparates  and 
runs  together  in  little  mafles. 

Hoffman,  Rothen,  and  others,' 
mention  a  camphorated  fpirit  not 
fubjed  to  this  inconvenience.  It  . 
is  prepared  by  grinding  the  cam- 
phor with  fomewhat  more  than  an 
equal  weight  of  fixt  alkaline  fait, 
then  adding  a  proper  quantity  of 
proof  fpirit,  and  drawing  off  one 
half  of  it  by  diftillation.  This  fpi- 
rit was  propofed  to  be  received  into 
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the  Pharmacopa-ia,  under  the  title 

of  ShIRITUS     CAMI'HOK.Ii  TAETA- 

RiZATus.  But  Upon  trial  it  did 
not  anfwer  expedliition  ;  fome  of 
the  camphor  rifes  with  the  i'pirit  in 
diftiliation,  ihouti^h  but  a  fmall 
quantity ;  whence,  mixed  with  a 
large  portion  of  water,  it  does  not 
I'enfibly  render  it  turbid  :  but  in  a 
proper  quantity  it  exhibits  the  fame 
appearance  as  the  more  common 
camphorated  fpirit .  It  did  not  ap- 
pear, that  fpirit  dillilled  from  cam- 
phor, with  or  without  the  alkaline 
fait,  differed  at  all  in  this  refpeft. 

The  mofl  convenient  method  of 
uniting  camphor  with  aqu£0i]s  li- 
quors, for  internal  ufe,  feems  to 
be  by  the  mediation  of  almonds, 
"  or  of  mucilages.  Triturated  with 
thefe,  it  readily  mingles  with  water 
jnto  the  form  of  an  emulfion,  at 
the  fame  time  that  its  pungency  is 
confiderabl^  abated.  It  may  alfo 
be  commodioufly  exhibited  in  the 
form'  of  an  oily  draught,  exprefled 
oils  totally  diflblving  it. 

TiNCTURA  BENZOINI. 

TinSlurc  of  bcn%oin. 
Take  of 

Benzoin,  four  ounces; 

Redified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Digeft  them  together  in  a  fand-heat 

for  three  or  four  days,  and  then 

decant  off  the  linfture, 

Thistinfture  flands  recommend- 
ed in  ajlhmas^  and  other  diforders  of 
the  lungs,  in  dofes  of  from  twenty 
to  fixty  or  feventy  drops.  It  has, 
however,  been  principally  made  ufe 
of  externally,  as  &cofmel/c  for  clearijing 
and  fmooth'iug  the  jliii.  _  For  thefe 
purpofes  it  is  mixed  with  a  large 
portion  of  water,  when  it  forms  a 
white  liquor  called  Lac  virginis. 
If  this  be  fuffered  to  reft  for  forne 
time,  the  benzoin  precipitates,  in 
form  of  a  white  magiftery  (of  a  ve- 
ry pleafant  fmell,  and  not  difagree- 
able  tafte),  which  in  the  Branden- 
burgh  Pharmacopoeia  is  preferred 
to  tiie  flowers  of  benzoin,  as  being 
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free  from  ti.e  empyreumatic  flavour 
with  which  thtfe  are  generally  at- 
tended. It  is,  however,  of  a  differ- 
ent nature  from  the  flowers,  being 
no  other  than  the  benzoin  "in  its 
whole  fubflancc  ;  whereas  the  flow- 
ers are  a  diftinft  part  of  it,  not  re- 
finous,  like  the  reft  of  the  mafs, 
but  rather,  as  we  fliall  fee  here- 
after,  of  the  faline  kind.  The  pre- 
cipitation is  directed  to  be  niade 
with  rofe-water. 

TiNCTURA  feu  Essentia  ambr^e. 
Tinciurc  or  c([ence  of  ambergris. 
Parif. 

Take  of 

Ambergris,  one  dram  ; 
Tartarized  fpirit  of  wine, 
Spirit  of  rofes,  that  is,  highly 
reftified  fpirit  of  wine  drawn 
ofi'  from  dried  damafk.  rofes, 
— each  one  ounce  and  a  half. 
Digeft  in  the  heat  of  a  water-bath. 
The  ambergris,  if  pure,  is  here 
totally  dilTolved  into  a  reddifh  li- 
quor, provided  the  heat  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  the  fpirit  boil  or  fim- 
mer.  With  a  weaker  heat,  or- if  the 
fpirit  be  not  highly  reftified,  the 
folution  does  not  fucceed.  This 
tinfture  is  a  high  cordial :  eight  or 
ten  drops  may  be  taken  on  fugar. 
TiNCTURA  feu  Essentia  regia. 
The  royal  tincture  or  effencc. 
Parif. 

Take  of 

Ambergris,  two  fcruples  ; 
Blufk,  one  fcruple ; 
Civet,  ten  grains  j 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  fix  drops; 
Oil  of  rhodium,  fourdrops; 
Salt  of  tartar,  half  a  dram  ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  vine, 
Spirit  of  rofes. 

Spirit  of  orange-flowers, — each, 
one  ounce  and  a  half. 
Grind  the  fait  of  tartar  with  the 
ambergris,  mufk,  civet,  and  ef- 
fential  oils,  till  they  are  tho- 
roughly mixed  ;  then  add  the  fpi- 
rits,  and  digeft  in  a  warm  place 
for  fome  days,  frequently  fhak- 
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ing  thevefrel  ;  afterwards  let  the 

liquor  lettle-,  and  pour  off  the 

clear  from' the  dregs. 

This  tincture  is  a  very  high  per- 
fume ;  and  by  thofe  who  can  bear 
fobflances  of  that  clafs,  may  be 
taken,  like  the  preceding,  a';  a  cor- 
dial. A  few  drops  give  a  fine  fla- 
vour to  a  large  quantity  of  other 
liquors.  The  ambergris  dilTolves 
here  with  lefs  heat  than  in  the  fore- 
going preparation  ;  the  eflential  oils 
promoting  its  folution. 

Essentia  lignorum. 
EJJertce  of  the  ivoods» 
Jrgentoratenf. 

Take  of 

Saflafras,  two  ounces  ; 
Guaiacum,  three  ounces  ; 
China  root, 
Sarfaparilla, 
.Red  launders, 

Yellow  faunders— each  one  ounce; 
Spirit  of  wine,  as  much  as  will 
cover  the  above  ingredients  to 
the  height  of  four  inches. 
Digeft  for  eight  days,  and  then  fil- 
ter the  eflence. 

This  eflence,  or  tincture,  is  given 
in  venereal  and  catanhous  difor- 
ders,  and  impurities  of  the  hu- 
mours in  general,  from  a  fcruple 
to  a  dram  or  more.  By  gently 
drawing  off  half  of  the  fpirit,  the 
remair>der  becomes  proportionably 
ftronger,  and  is  then  called  EJfcntia 
lignorum  concentrata. 


BAtSAMTrM  VITyE. 
Bal/am  of  life. 
Brandenburgh. 

Take  of 

ElFential  oils  of  Lavender, 
Nutmegs, 
Cloves, 
Rhodium, 
SerpylUim--each 
half  a  dram ;  • 
Cinnamon, 
Lernon  peel, 
Bergamotte— each 
two  fcruples  ^ 
Balfam  of  Peru,  one  dram  j 
Highly  reflified  fpirit  of  laven- 
der, fifteen  ounces, 
rirft  diflblve  the  balfam  in  the  fpi- 
rit, then  add  the  oils,  and  digeft 
till  the  whole  is  difTolved. 
This  fragrant  balfam  is  an  im- 
provement on  one   defcribed  by 
HOF  FM  ANN,  in  hisnotes  on  Poterlus, 
and  is  probably  the  fame,  or  nearly 
the  fame,  with  the  balfam  fo  much 
celebrated  afterwards  in  that  au- 
thor's praflice,  internally  in  languorsy 
faint ings,  debilities  of  the  nervous  fyf- 
te>n,  colics,  &c.  from  ten  to  twenty 
or  thirty  drops  ;  and  externally  ap- 
plied to  the  noftrils,  temples,  &c. 
in  vertiginous,   lethargic  and  other 
like  complaints.    Thus  much  is  cer- 
tain from  Hoffmann's  own  writ- 
ings, that  his  balfam  wascompofed. 
of  fragrant  oils  diflblved  in  reftified 
fpirit  of  wine, 
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Confcrvatlon  of  recent  vegetables  and  their  infufiom,  l£c,  hy  fw/ar 

and  honey. 

SECT.  I. 


Conserves. 


CONSERVES  are  compofitions 
of  recent  vegetable  matters 
and  fugar,  beaten  together  into  an 
uniform  mafs. 

Tiiis  management  is  introduced 
for  preferving  certain  fimples,  im- 
,  dried,  in  an  agreeable  form,  with 
as  little  alteration  as  poflible  in  their 
native  virtues;  and  to  fome  fub- 
je£ls  it  is  very  advantageoufly  ap- 
plied. Vegetables  whofe  virtues 
are  loft  ordeftroyed  in  drying,  may 
in  this  form  be  kept  uninjured  for  a 
length  of  time :  for  by  carefully  fe- 
curing  the  mouth  of  the  containing 
veflel,  the  alteration,  as  well  as  dif- 
fipation,  of  their  aftive  principles 
is  generally  prevented  ;  and  the  fu- 
gar preferves  them  from  the  cor- 
ruption which  juicy  vegetables 
would  otherwife  undergo. 

There  are,  however,  fundry  ve- 
getables, whofe  virtues  are  impair- 
ed by  this  treatment.  Mucilagi- 
nous fubftances,  by  long  lying  with 
fugar,  become  lefs  glutlAous  j  and 
aftringents,  fenfibly  fofter  upon  the 
palate.  Man)%of  the  fragrant  flow- 
ers are  of  fo  tender  and  delicate  a 
texture,  as  almoft  entirely  to  lofe 
their  peculiar  qualities  on  being 
beaten  or  bruifcd. 

In  general,  it  is  obvious,  that  in 
this  form,  on  account  of  the  large 
admixture  of  fugar,  only  fubftances 
of  confiderabieaftivitycan  betaken 
to  advantage  as  medicines.  And 
indeed,  conferves  are  at  prefent 
confidered  chiefly  as  auxiliaries  to 
medicines  of  greater  efficacy ;  or 


as  intermedia  for  joining  them  to- 
gether. They  are  very  convenient 
for  reducing  into  bolufes  or  pills 
the  more  ponderous  powders  as 
mercurius  dulcis,  the  calces  of  iron, 
and  other  mineral  preparations; 
which,  with  liquid  or  lefs  confident 
matters,  as  fyrups,  will  not  cohere. 

The  fliops  were  formerly  incum-i 
bered  with  many  conferves,  altoge- 
ther infignificant;  the  few  now  re- 
tained have  in  general  either  an 
agreeable  flavour  to  recommend 
them,  or  are  capable  of  anfwering 
fome  ufeful  purpofes  as  medicines. 
Their  common  dofe  is  the  bulk  of 
a  nutmeg,  or  as  much  as  can  be 
taken  up  at  once  or  twice  upon  the 
point  of  a  knife.  There  is  in  general 
no  great  danger  of  exceeding  in  this 
particular. 

General  methoif  of  preparing  conferves. 
Leaves  are  picked  from  the  ftalks,. 
and   flowers   from  their  cups. 
They  are  then  beaten  in  a  marble 
mortar,  with  a  wooden  peftle, 
into  a  fmooth  mafs ;  after  which, 
thrice  their  weight  of  double-re- 
fined fugar  is  added  by  degrees, 
and  the  beating  continued  till, 
they  are  uniformly  mixed. 
The  fugar  fliould  be  pulverized 
by  itfelf,  and  pafled  through  a 
fieve,  before  it  is  mixed  with  thr 
veg£tabLe  mafs;  otherwife  it  can 
not  eafily  be  reduced  to  fufficient 
finenefs,  fo  as  to  be  duly  incorpo- 
rated.   Some  vegetables  are  fcarce  ' 
reducible  to  the  requifite  finenefs 
by  beating  in  ^  mortar:  fuch  is 
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<  •rangt.peel.  This  is  moft  conve- 
niently rafped  or  grated  off  from 
the  fruit,  then  well  mixed  witli 
the  fugar,  and  the  compovind  fet  by 
in  a  clofe  veflel  for  fome  weeks; 
after  which,  it  may  be  beaten 
fmooth  with  confiderably  lefi  labour 
than  at  firft.  This  peel,  and  red  rofe- 
huds^  are  commonly  ground  fn  a 

^wooden  mill  made  for  that  purpofe. 
The   conferves  of   Lujul/E — 

/AB5INTH1I  MAKITIMI  RoSyii  RU- 

SBBi  CoRTICIS  EXTERIORIS  AU- 

:RANTU  HisPALENSIS   MENTHiE 

iSATiv^ — RuT.E  — are  to  be  made 
in  the  following  manner  : 
Pluck  the  leaves  from  the  foot- 
ftalksj  and  the  unblown  petal 
from  the  calyx,  cutting  off  the 
heels.  Take  oIF  the  outer  rind 
of  the  orange-peel  with  a  grater. 
When  they  are  thus  prepared, 
bruife  them  with  a  wooden  peftle 
in  a  marble  mortar,  with  three 
times  their  weight  of  double  refin- 
ed fugar,   until  they  are  mixed. 

CONSERVA  ARI. 
Conferve  of  arum^  or  cuckoivphit. 
Take  of 

The  frefh  root  of  arum,  bruifed, 

half  a  pound  ; 
Double-refined  fugar,  one  pound 
and  a  half.  , 
\  Beat  them  together,  in  a  mortar. 

The  puhU  ari  compnftus  ufed  to  be 
!  kept  in  the  fcops  ;  but  the  adlivity 
I  of  arum  is  almoft  wholly  lofl  by 
i  drying;  hence  has  it  been  rejedled, 
:  and  this  conferve  prefcribed  in  its 
:  ftead,  which  is  the  belt  form  it  can 
be  preferred  in. 

Itmay  be  given  to  adults  in  dofes 
'  of  a  dram.    Arum  in  its  recent 
ftate  is  a  medicine  of  great  a£livi- 
ty,  and  was  heid  in  high  eftima- 
tion  by  Sydenjham,  who  prefcrbed 
it  much  in  rheumatic  cafes. 
CONSERVA  SCILLiE, 
Conferrji  of  fquilU, 
Lond.  EJinb. 

Take  of 
f  refii  fquilh,  on«  ounce; 


Double-refined  fugar,  five  ounces. 
Beat  them  together  in  a  mortar  into 
a  conferve. 

The  powder  of  the  dried  root, 
when  given  in  form  of  a  pill  or  bo- 
lus, isconfidered  as  a  more  certain 
and  agreeable  mode  of  exhibition. 

The  reafon  why  the  conferve  is 
made  in  lb  fmall  a  quantity,  is  to 
guard  againft  its  variation  ia 
ftrength  ;  for  by  long  keeping  it 
lofes  its  power  in  no  fmall  degree. 

It  is  given  in  dofes  of  from  half 
a  dram  to  two  fcruples  ;  chiefly  as 
an  expeBorant  and  diuretic. — Sec 
SciLLA  in  Mat'.  Med. 

CONSERVA  MILLEPEDA- 
RUM. 
Coif  ewe  of  millepedes. 
Take  of  , 

Millepedes,  alive,  one  pound  ; 

Double-refined  fugar,  two  pounds 
and  a  half. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  conferve. 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  belt 
forms  under  which  millepedes  can 
be  given,  if  they  poflefs  thofe  vir- 
tues which  fome  pra£titioners  have 
attributed  to  them.  See  Mille- 
pedje  in  Mat.  Med. — And  by  chil- 
dren, to  whom  they  are  frequently 
prefcribed,  this  conferve  may  be 
eafily  taken,  when  other  formscan- 
not  be  introduced.  This  conferve 
is  fo  readily  made,  that  it  may  form 
an  extemporaneous  prefcription, 
and  need  not  be  kept  in  the  fliops. 
CONSERVA  foliorum  LU  JUL/E. 
Conferve  of  the  leaves  of  ivoodfoi  rcl, 
Lond.  Edin. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  and  grate- 
ful  conferve;  in  tafte  it  is  flightly 
acidulous,  with  a  peculiar  flavour, 
which  fome  refemble  to  that  of 
green  tea.  It  is  taken  occafionally, 
for  quenching  tbirfl^  and  cooling  the 
mouth  and  fauces,  in  complaints 
where  the  heat  of  the  body  is  much 
increafed. 

CONSERVA  foliorum  MEN- 
THOL vulgaris. 
Conferve  of  the  leavts  offpearm:Kt, 

Z  % 


340  PHARMACEUTICAL 

I^ond. 

The  conferveof  mint  retains  the 
tafle  and  virtues  of  the  herb.  It  is 
given  in  ivcakncffes  of  the flomach  and 
reachbivs  to  vomit ;  and  not  unfre- 
quently  does  fervice  in  fome  cafes 
of  this  lt.ind,  where  the  warmer  and 
more  aftive  preparations  of  mint 
would  be  lefs  proper. 
CONSERVA  foliorum  RUT^E. 
Confei  ve  of  the  leaves  of  rue. 

hoiid. 

This  conferve  is  given  from  a 
Jram  to  half  an  ounce,  in  crudities 
of  the  prima  vics,  for  pi  omcting  di- 
grfioti,  and  in  lyficric  diforders.  It 
gently fimulales  the folids^  attenuates 
wifcid  juices,  and  excites  'the  natural 
fecrciions.    Some  have  had  a  great 
opinion  of  it,  taken  in  a  morning, 
as  a  prefervative  againft  the  effects 
of  contagious  air  or  exhalations. 
CONSERVA  fummitatm-n  AB- 
SINTHII  maritimi. 
Conferve  of  the  tops  of  feU'Wormivood. 

Lo7ld. 

The  conferve  of  wormwood  has 
been  celebrated  in  diopfies.  Mat- 
thiolus  relates,  that  feveral  perfons 
were  cured  by  it  of  thnt  diltemper, 
without  the  affiftance  of  any  other 
medicine.  Where  the  diforder  in- 
deed proceeds  from  a  fimple  laxity 
or  fiaccidlty  of  the  folids,  the  con- 
tinued life  of  this  medicine  may  be 
of  fome  fervke  ;  as  it  appears  to  be 
an  clfgiint  mild  corrob',)rant.  It  is  di- 
rected to  be  given  in  the  dofe  of 
half  an  ounce,  about  three  hours 
before  rneals. 

<:ONSERVA  ROS^E  RUBRyE. 

Confervr  of  t  ed  rcfes, 

l:  e. 

This  is  a  very  ?greeab!e  and  ufe- 
ful  conferva.  A  dram  or  two,  dif- 
•folved  in  warm  milk,  are  frequent- 
ly aiven  as  a  light  redringent,  in 
^Ive^htefs  of  the  Jloinach,  and  hke- 
wife  in  corighs  and  phth'iftcal  co>n- 
4dni,ttu  In  the  German  Epheme- 
rides,  examples  are  related  of  very 
dangerous  phthifes  cured  by  the 
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continued  ufc  of  this  medicine.  In 
one  of  thefe  cafes,  twenty  pounds 
of  the  conferve  were  taken  in  the 
fpace  of  a  month;  and  in  another, 
upwards  of  thirty.    Riverius  men- 
tions feveral  other  inftances  of  this 
kind.    In  obftinate  catarrhs,  and 
fome  other  affeflions,  it  may  pro- 
bably have  its  ufes  ;  but  in  the  true; 
pulmonary  confumption  little  can 
be  expefted  from  it,  more  than  ren- 
dering the  milk  pleafant  to  the  tafle,, 
and  becoming  an  agreeable  placebo. 
CONSERVA  flavedinis  CORTI- 
CISAURANTII 
Hifpalenfis. 
Conferve  of  theyello-jj  rind  of  Seville 
orange  peel. 
L.  E. 

This  conferve  is  a  very  elegant 
one,  containing  all  ttie  virtues  of 
the  peel,  in  a  form  fufficiently  a- 
greeable,  both  with  regard  to  t:ic 
dofe  and  the  convenience  of  taking 
it.  It'is  a  pleafant  ivarm  fomachic,  and 
in  this  intention  is  frequently  ufed. 
CONSERVA    FRUCTUS  CY- 
NOSBATI. 
Cofferve  of  hips. 
L.  E. 

Hips  require  lefs  fugar  for  redu- 
cing them  into  a  conferve,  tiian 
the  fnbftances  above  enumerated. 
Twelve  ounces  of  the  pulp  of 
the  ripe  fruit  are  to  be  mixed 
withonly  twenty  ounces  of  fugar. 
The  conferve  of  hips  is  of  fome 
efteem,  as  a  fft  coding  refrittgem. 
Three  or  four  drams  or  more  are 
given  at  a  time,   in  bilious  fluxes, 
fharpnefi  of  urinc^  and  hot  itidfpofi- 
tions  ofthejlotnaLh.    A  good  deal  of 
care  is  requifite  on  the  part  of  the 
apothec:irv  in  making  this  conferve : 
the  pulp  is  apt  to  carry  with  it 
fome  of  the  prickly  fibres  with 
which  tlie   infide  of  the  fruit  is 
lined.    If  thtfe  be  retained  in  the 
conferve,  they  will  irritate  the  fto- 
mach,  fo  as  to  occafion  vomiting, 
and  create  a  pruritus  about  the 
anus, 


^  Chap.  IV. 

.CONSERVA  PRUNI  SILVES- 
TRIS. 
Cmferve  of  thejloe. 
Lond. 

Let  the  floes  be  put  into  water,  ahd 
fet  over  the  fire  till  they  grow 
fo/t,  with  care  that  they  do  not 
burft.  Then  take  the  floes  out 
of  the  water,  prefs  out  their  pulp, 
and  with  thrice  it>  weight  of 
double-refined  lugar  make  a 
conferve. 
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This  preparation  is  a  gentle  a- 
Jlringetit,  and  may  be  given  as  fuch 
in  the  dofe  of  two  or  three  drams. 
The  degree  of  its  aflringency  will 
vary  according  to  the  maturity 
of  the  floes,  and  the  length  of 
time  that  the  confcrve  has  been 
kept. 

All  conferves  are  beft  kept  in 
clofe  vefl'els,  particularly  thofc  of 
Aru.m  and  Sqiiills. 


SECT.  II. 


Syrups. 


Q  YRUPS  are  faturated  f  olutions 
)5  of  fugar,  made  in  water,  or 
I  watery  or  vinous  infufions,  or  in 
'juices.    I'hey  were  formerly  con- 
fidered  as  medicines  of  much  great- 

■  er  importance  than  they  are  thought 
t  to  be  at  prefent.  Syrups  and  di- 
•  ftilled  waters  were  for  fome  ages 

made  ufe  of  as  the  great  alteratives ; 
;  infomuch  that  the  evacuation  of 
:  any  peccant  humour  was  never  at- 
!  tempted,  till  by  a  due  courfe  of 

■  thefe  it  had  firft  been  regularly 
;  prepared  for  expulfion.  Hence 
.  arofe  the  exuberant  colleftlon  of 

both,  which  we  meet  with  in  Phar- 
macopoeias; and  like  errors  have 
prevailed  in  each.  As  multitudes 
of  diftilled  waters  have  been  com- 
pounded from  materials  unfit  to 


give  any  virtue  over  the  helm  ;  fo 
numbers  of  fyrups  have  been  pre- 
pared from  ingredients  which  in 
this  form  cannot  be  taken  in  fuffi- 
cient  dofes  to  exert  their  virtues  ; 
for  two-thirds  of  a  fyrup  confift 
of  fugar,  and  the  greatefl:  part  of 
the  remaining  third  is  an  aqueous 
fluid-. 

Syrups  are  at  prefent  chiefly  re- 
garded as  convenient  vehicles  for 
medicines  of  greater  efficacy;  and 
made  ufe  of  for  fweetening  draughts 
and  julaps,  for  reducing  the  lighter 
powders  into  bolufes,  pills,  or  elec- 
tuaries, and  fimilar  purpofes.  Some 
likewife  may  not  improperly  be 
confidered  as  medicines  thcmfelves  ; 
as  fyrup  of  buckthorn- berries^  garlicky 
f quill,  colchicuiit,  ivhite  fofpy^  &c. 


General  Rules  for 
I. 

All  the  rules  laid  down  for  making 
liecoftions,  are  likewife  to  beoh- 
ferved  in  the  decoftions  for  fy- 
rups. Vegetables,  both. .for  de- 
co^ions  and  infufions,  ought  to 
be  dry,  unlefs  exprefsly  ordered 


preparing  Syrups. 

11. 

In  both  the  London  and  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeias  only  the  pureft 
or  double-refined  fugar  is  al- 
lowed. 

In  the  fyrups  prepared  by  boil- 
ing, it  has  been  cuftomary  to  per- 
form the  clarification  with  whites 
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of  eggs,  after  the  fugar  had  been 
diflblved  in  the  decofli.-^n  of  the 
vegetable.  This  method  is  appa- 
rently injurious  to  the  preparation, 
lince  not  only  the  impurities  of  the 
fugar  are  thus  difcharged ;  but  a 
coiifiderable  part  likewife  of  the 
medicinal  matter,  which  the  water 
had  before  taken  up  from  the  in- 
gredients, is  feparated  along  with 
them.  Nor  indeed  is  the  clarifi- 
palion  and  defpumatron  of  the  fu- 
gar, by  itfelf,  very  advifeable ;  for 
its  purification  by  this  procefs  is 
not  fo  perfeft  as  might  be  expeft- 
ed  ;  after  it  has  undergone  this  pro- 
cefs, the  refiners  ftill  feparate  from 
it  a  quantity  of  oily  matter,  which 
5s  diiagreeable  to  weak  ftomachs. 
It  appears  therefore  mofl  eligible  to 
employ  fine  fugar  for  all  the  fyrups; 
even  the  purgative  ones  (which 
have  been  ufually  made  with  coarfe 
fugar,  as  fomewhat  coinciding  with 
their  intention)  not  excepted  ;  for, 
as  purgative  medicines  are  in  ge- 
neral ungrateful  to  the  ftomach,  it 
is  certainly  improper  to  employ  an 
addition  which  increafes  their  of- 
fenfivenefs. 

HI. 

Where  the  weight  of  the  fugar 
is  not  expreffed,  twenty-nine 
ounces  thereof  are  to  be  taken 
to  every  pint  of  liquor.  The 
fugar  is  to  be  reduced  into  pow- 
der, and  diffolved  in  the  liquor 
by  the  heat  of  the  water-bath, 
unlefs  ordered  otherwife  :  then, 
fet  the  fyrup  afide  for  twenty- 
four  hoyrs,  and  if  there  are  any 
f;ECulencies,  pour  the  fyrup  from 
Ihem.  When  pure  water  only  is 
ufed,  it  forms  the  Syrupus  Jim- 
flex  of  the  London,  and  the 
Syrupus  facchari  of  the  Edin- 
burgh, Pharmacopoeia. 

Although  in  the  formulae  of  fever^l 
of  the  fyrups  a  double  weight 
nf  fugar  to  that  of  the  liquor  is 
direft'ed,  yet  Ipfs  will  generally 


be  fufficient.  Firft  therefore  dift 
folve  in  the   liquor  an  equal 
weight  of  fugar,  then  gradually 
add  fom,c  more  in  powder,  till  a 
little  remains  undifTolved  at  the 
bottom,  which  is  to  be  after- 
wards incorporated  by  fetting  the 
fyrup  in  a  water-bath. 
The  quantity  of  fugar  fhould  be 
fo  much,  that  the  liquor  may  keep 
diflblved  in  the  cold :  if  there  be 
more,  a  part  of  it  will  feparate, 
and  concrete  into  cryftals,  or  can- 
dy  ;  if  lefs,  the  fyrup  will  be  fub- 
je£t  to  ferment,  efpecially  in  warm 
weather,  and  change  into  a  vinous 
or  four  liquor.    If,  in  cryflallizing, 
only  the  fuperfluous  fugac  fepa- 
rated, it  would  be  of  no  inconve* 
nience;  bur,  when  part  of  the  fu- 
gar has  candied,  the  remaining  fy- 
rup is  found  to   have  an  under 
proportion,  and  is  as  fubjeft  to. 
fermentation  as  if  it  had  wanted 
fugar  at  firft. 

IV. 

Copper  vefTels,  unlefs  well  tinned, 
fliould  not  be  employed  in  the 
making  of  acid  fyrups,  or  fuch 
as  are  compofed  of  the  juices  of 
fruits. 

The  confeftioners,  who  are  the 
tnoft  dextrous  people  at  thefe  kinds 
of  preparations,  to  avoid  the  ex- 
pence  of  frequently  new-tinning 
their  vefTels,  rarely  make  ufe  of 
any  other  than  copper  ones  untin- 
ned,  in  the  preparation  even  of  the 
mod  acid  fyrups,  as  of  oranges 
and  lemons.  Neverthelefs,  by  tak- 
ing due  care  that  their  coppers  be 
well  fcoured  and  perfeftly  clean, 
and  that  the  fyrup  remain  no  longer 
in  them  than  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  they  avoid  giving  it  any  ill 
tafte  or  quality  from  the  metal. 
This  practice  however  is  by  na 
means  to  be  recommended  to  the 
apothecary. 

The  fyrup,  when  made,  is  to  be 
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fet  by  till  next  day ;  if  any  fac- 
charine  cruft  appear  upon  the 
furf^ce,  take  it  off. 

SYRUPUS  ACETI. 
Syrup  of  vinegar. 
,Edbib. 

Take  of 

Vinegar,  two  pounds  and  a  half  { 
Refined  fugar,  three  pounds  and 
a  half. 

Boil,  till  a  fyrup  be  formed. 

This  is  often  employed  in  muci- 
laginous mixtures,  and  farinaceous 
infufions  and  dccoftions,  in  com- 
mon colds  and  coughs ;  and  gives 
thefe  liquids  a  very  agreeable  tafte, 
and  is  ufeful  in  being  in  fome  de- 
gree a  diaphoretic.  Where  honey 
difagrees,  it  may  very  well  fupply 
the  place  of  the  Acetated  homy. 
SYRUPUS  ex  ALLIO. 
Syrup  of  gar  lick. 

Take  of 

Garlick,  fliced,  one  pound  j 
Boiling  water,  two  pounds. 

Macerate  them  in  a  clofe  veflel  for 
one  hour,  then  ftrain  off  the  li- 
quor, and  diffolve  in  it  a  proper 
quantity  of  fugar,  fo  as  to  make 
a  fyrup. 

This  fyrup  is  occafionaliy  made 
ofe  of  for  attenuating  •vtfcid phlegm, 
and  promoting  expeHoratioii  in  hu- 
mm  al  aj-hmas,  and  opprejfions  of  the 
hreaft.    In  thefe  cafes,  it  provesa 
medicine  of  confiderable  efficacy, 
though  a  very  unpleafant  one;  it 
taftes  and  fmells  ftrongly  of  the 
garlic.  It  well  fupplies  the  place  of 
the  Oxymel  ex  allio,  for  the  ufe  of 
thofe  with  whom  honey  difagrees. 
SYRUPUS  ALTHi?:^^. 
Syrup  of  marjlimallo^jjs, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

The  freffi  root  of  marlhmallows, 

bruifed,  one  pound  ; 
Double  -  refined    fugar,  foi}r 

pounds ; 
piftilled  water,  one  gallon* 
Boil  ihe  water  with  the  roots  to 
one  half;  when  grown  thorough-r 
ly  cold,  pour  pff        pref»  out 


the  decoction,  and  fet  it  bv  far 
twenty -four  hours  for  the  fatfcu* 
Icncies  to  fettle  ;  then  pour  off 
the  clear  liquor  ;  add  the  fugar, 
and  boil  the  whole  to  the  weiglu 
of  fix  pounds. 

EdinL. 

Take  of 
Marflimallow  roots,  fomewhat 

dried,  nine  ounces ; 
Pureft  fugar,  four  pounds ; 
Water,  ten  pounds. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  roots  to  the 
confumption  of  one  half ;  then 
ftrain  the  liquor  by  ftrongly  ex- 
preffing  it :   after  it  has  flood 
long  enough  for  the  fasces  to  fub- 
fide,  and  it  is  free  from  dregs, 
pour  off  the  clear  liquor  from 
the  fediment,  and  boil  it  with 
the  fugar  fo  as  to  make  a  fyrup. 
The  fynip  of  marrti mallows  is 
iifed  chiefly  in  nephritic  cafes  for 
f-weetemng  emollitnt  decoBions,  and  in 
tickling  coughs  i^rom  irritating  de- 
fluxions  on  the  fauces  >  and  is  of 
fervice  from  its  invifcating  fuch 
matter,  and  flieathing  the  parts 
over  which  it  pafles.    Of  itfelf,  it 
can  do  little  fervice,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  high  opinion  which  fome 
have  entertained  of  it;  for  whiit 
can  be  expected  from  two  or  three 
fpoonfiils  of  the  fyrup,  when  the 
decoftion  from  which   two  oc 
three  pounds  arp  made,  may 
taken  at  a  draught  or  two  .' 
SYRUPUS  CINNAMOML 
Syrup  of  cin?iamon. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,  bruifed,  five  ounces  ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon-water,  two 
pounds. 

Digeft  them  in  a  clofe  veffel  for 
twenty-four  hours  ;  then  add  to 
the  ftrained  liquor  three  pounds 
of   double-refined   fugar,  and 
boil  it  to  a  fyrup. 
This  fyrup  is  ftrongly  impreg- 
nated with  the  cinnamon,  and  may 
be  of  ufe  where  we  want  to  ejnpLoy 
an  arnmatic  fweet  to  render  any 
medicinal  compofttipn  aj;ree^Wc  tQ 
^  4 


344        PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS.    Part  III. 


the  palate,   in  fuch  cafes  where 
mj  d  ftimulants  are  proliibited. 
SYRUrUS   e  CORTICE  AU- 
RANTir. 
Syrup  of  orange-peel. 
Lontl. 

Take  of 

Theyellowrind  of  Seville-orange 

peel,  frefii,  eight  ounces  ; 
Boiling  water,  .Ive  pints. 

Macerate  them  for  a  night  in  a 
clofe  veffel,  ftrain  out  the  liquor, 
and  (liffolve  in  it  the  proper 
quantity  of  fugar  for  making  it 
into  %  fyrup. 

Edlnb. 

Take  of 

The  yellow  rind  of  orange-peel, 

fre[li,  fix  ounces; 
Boiling ,w2tcr,  three  pounds. 

Infufe  them  for  a  night  in  a  clofe 
yefTel,  then  ftrain  the  liquor,  let 
it  fla  d  to  fettle,  and,  having 
poured  it  off  clear  from  the  fe- 
diment,  di/folve  therein  twice  its 
weight  of  white  fugar,  fo  as  to 
make  it  into  a  fyrup,  with  a  gen- 
tle heat. 

In  making  this  fyrup,  it  is  par- 
ticularly neceffary,  thai  the  fugar 
be  previoudy  powdered  and  dif- 
folved  in  the  infufion  with  as  gen- 
tle a  lieat  as  poffible,  to  prevent  the 
cxiialation  of  the  volatile  parts  of 
the  peel.  With  thefe  cautions, 
the  fyrup  proves  a  very  elegant 
and  agreeable  one,  poflefiing  great 
fliare  of  the  fine  flavour  of  the 
orange-peel. 

SYRUPUS.  TOLUTANUS ; 
formerly 

SYRUPUS  BALSAMICUS. 
Syrup  of  Tolu. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Baifam  of  Tolu,  eight  ounces ; 
Water,  three  pints. 

Boil  for  two  hours  in  a  clofe  vefTel, 
ftrain  the  liquor,  and  add  a  pro- 
per quantity   of  double-refined 

\   fugar  to  make  it  into  a  fyrup. 


The  co(fiion  may  be  conveniently 
performed  in  a  retort,  w  ith  a  re- 
ceiver adapted  to  it,  the  liquor 
which  comes  over  being  occafion- 
ally  poured  back ;  or  the  water 
may  be  entirely  drawn  off,  and  the 
fugar  diffolved  in  the  diftilled  li- 
quor. 

SYRUPUS  BALSAxMICUS. 
Edinb. 

Take*of  the 

Syrup  of  fugar,  juft  made,  and 
warm   from    the    fire,  two 
pounds ; 
Tindure  of  baifam  of  Tolu,  one 
ounce  ; 

When  the  fyrup  has  grown  almoft 
cold,  ftir  into  it  the  tinfture,  by 
little  at  a  time,  agitating  them 
well  together,  till  perfeftly  unit- 
ed. 

This  method  of  making  the  bal- 
famic  fyrup  was  dropt  in  one  of 
the  preceding  editions  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmncopoeia,  on  a  com- 
plaint that  the  fpirit  fpoiled  the 
tafte  of  the  fyrup  ;  which  it  did  in 
a  great  degree  when  the  tin£ture 
was  drawn  with  malt  fpirits ;  the 
naufeous  oil,  with  which  all  the 
common  malt  fpirits  are  accompa- 
nied, being  left  in  the'fyrup  after 
the  evaporation  of  the  pure  fpiritu- 
ous  part.  Particular  care  therefore 
fliould  be  taken,  that  the  fpirit  em- 
ployed for  making  the  tindure  be 
perfetlly  clean,  and  well  rectified 
from  all  ill  flavour. 

The  intention  of  the  contrivers 
of  the  two  foregoing  procefTes  feems 
to  have  been  fomewhat  different. 
In  the  -firft,  the  more  fubtile  and 
fragrant  parts  of  the  baifam  are 
extracted  from  the  grofler  refinous 
matter,  and  alone  retained  in  the 
fyrup:  the  other  fyrup  contains  the 
whole  fubftance  of  the  baifam,  in 
larger  quantity.  They  are  both 
moderately  impregnated  v/ith  the 
agreeable  flavour  of  the  baifam. 

In  fome  Pharmacopceias, 'an  elc- 


chtip.  TV.  ^y"P'^ 

gant  fyrup  of  this  kind  is  prepared 
from  a  tinftiire  of  balfam  of  Peru, 
with  roie-water,  and  a  proper  quan- 
ticv  of  fu^ar. 
SYRUPUS  CARYOPHYLLI 
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RUBRI. 

Syrup  of  clove  july-Jlo-xer. 
Loncl. 

Take  of  frefl) 

Clove  july-flowers^two  pounds  ; 
Boiling  water,  fix  pints. 

Macerate  ihem  for  twelve  hours  in 
a  glafs  vcflel;  ftrain  the  liquor 
without  expreflioii,  and  dilTolve 
therein  its  due  proportion  of 
double-refined  fugar  to  make  it 
into  a  fyrup. 

Edlnb. 

One  pound  of  the  flowers  frefh  ga- 
thered, and  freed  from  their 
hufks,  is  to  be  infufed  in  four 
pounds  of  water,  and  the. fyrup 
made  with  the  addition  of  feven 
pounds  and  a  quarter  of  the  pur- 
eft  fugar,  diflblved  by  a  gentle 
heat. 

This  fyrup  is  of  an  agreeable 
flavour,   and  a  fine  red  colour; 
and  for  thefe  it  is  chieflv  valued. 
SYRUPUS  COLCHICI. 
Syrup  of  colcliicum . 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

The  root  of  colchicum,  frefli  and 
fucculent,  and  cut  into  fmall 
pieces,  one  ounce  ; 
Vinegar,  fixteen  ounces, 
;  Macerate  the  root  in  the  vinegar 
two  days,  fliaking  the  vefTel  of- 
ten ;  then  ftrain  the  liquor  by 
gentle  prelFure,  and  add  the  fu- 
gar powdered  ;  boil  it  gently  to 
the  confidence  of  a  fyrup. 
Thisappears  to  be  the  befl  prepa- 
ration of  this  root,  in  the  taking  of 
which  great  care  fnould  beobferved 
"  ith  refpc6t  to  the  propereil  fea- 
fi^n,  as  much  depends  upon  that ; 
to  an  error  in  this  the  uncertain- 
ty of  its  effefts  has  been  afcrib- 
«d.    The  bulbous  root  fliould  be 


taken  up  in  autumn,  as  it  is  fup- 
pofed  then  to  be  in  its  higheft  per- 
feftion. 

The-fyrup  is  often  employed  as 
a  fuccefsful  diuretic.  And  may  be 
taken  from  one  or  two  drams,  to  an 
ounce  or  more.  See  Colchicum, 
Materia  Medica. 

SYRUPUS  CROCI. 
Syrup  offnffron. 
Land. 


one  ounce : 


diftilled    water,  one 


Take  of 
Saffron, 
Boiling 

Macerate  the  faffron  injraKiter  for 
twelve  hours,  in  a  clt^e  vefTel, 
and  diffolve  the  double-refined 
fugar  in  the  ftrained  liquor,  that 
it  may  be  made  a  fyrup.  This 
fyrup  has  been  confidered  a  ]ilea- 
fant  cordial}  but  its  chief  ufe 
depends  more  upon  its  colour, 
than  any  medicinal  power  it 
poflefr>:s. 

SYRUPUS  CYBONIORUM. 
Syrup  of  quinces. 

Take  of 

Quince-juice,  depurated,  three 

pints ; 
Cinnamon,  one  dram  ; 
Cloves, 

Ginger — each  half  a  drnm  ; 
Red  port  wine,  one  pint ; 
_  Double  -  refined     fugar,  nine 
pounds. 

Digeft  the  juice  with  the  fpices,. 
in  the  heat  of  allies,  for  fix 
hours  ;  then,  adding  the  wine, 
pafs  tlie  liquor  through  a  flrain- 
er ;  and  afterwards  diflblve  in 
it  the  fugar,  fo  as  to  make  a 
fyrup. 

If  the  quinces  be  kept  for  fome 
time  in  an  airy  place,  before  the 
juice  is  prelTed  out,  the  fyrup  proves 
rather  more  elegant,  and  richer 
of  the  fruit,  than  when  they  are 
taken  frcfli  from  the  tree.  In  ei- 
tiier  cafe,  the  preparation  ,is  a  'very 
a^rccal'k  mild  njlnngrnt ;  and  in 
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fome  kinds  ofhofenejfes  and  diforders 
of  the  Jiomach  may  be  either  taken 
l^y  irfelf,  in  the  quantity  of  a  fpoon- 
fiil  pr  two  at  a  time,  or  employed 
for  reconciling  to  the  palate  and 
llojjnach  medicines  of  tlie  more 
ungrateful  kind. 

SYRUPUS  KERIvIESINUS. 
Syrup  of  iervies, 
Bdtnb. 

This  fynip  is  brought  to  us  readv- 
made,  from  the  fouthern  parts 
of  ranee. 

The  fynip  of  kermes  is  of  an 
agreeable  tafle,  and  a  fine  red  co- 
lour. It  is  accounted  cordial  and 
corroborant,  and  liippofed  to  be 
particularly  ferviceable  in  weak- 
nefTes  and  other  diforders  of  preg- 
nant women. 

SYRUPUS  LIMONIS  SUCCI. 
Syrup  of  lemon-juice. 
Loud, 

Take  of 

Juice  of  lemons,  fufFered  to  ftand 
till  the  fzeces  have  fubfided, 
two  pints  ; 

Double-refined  fugar,  fifty  oun- 
ces. 

Dlflblve  the  fugar  that  it  may  make 
a  fyrup. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Lemon-juice,    depurated,  two 

pounds  and  a  half  ; 
Double-refined  fugar,  fifty  oun- 
ces ; 

Diflblve  the  fugar  in  th€|  juice  fo  as 

to  make  a  fyrup. 
After  ihc  fame'  manner  are  prepared 
.   SYRUl'US  MORI. 
Syrup  of  vrulberries  [L.] 
SYRUPUS  FRUCTUS  RUBI 
IV)M.\. 
Syrufi  of  rafpberries  [i-l 
SYRUPUS  RIBIS  NIGRI. 

Syrup  of  black  currants. 
All  thefe  are  very  pleafant  cool- 
ing fvrups,  and  in  this,  intention  are 
,  occafionally  made  ufe  of  in  draughts 
and  julaps,  for  oufnchin^  thirj,  abat- 


ing heat,  8cc.  in  bilious  or  inflam» 
matory  diftempers.  They  are  fome* 
times  likewife  employed  in  gar» 
garifms  for  inflammations  of  the 
mouth  and  tonfils. 
SYRUPUS  PAPAVERIS  ALBI; 

fo7-tnerly 

SYRUPUS  e  MECONIO,  five 
DIACODION, 
Syrup  of  white  poppy, 
Lond, 

Take  of 

White  poppy  heads,  dried,  three 

pounds  and  a  half; 
Water,  eight  gallons. 
Double-refined  fugar,  fix  pounds. 
Cut  the  poppy,  and  bruife  it  ;  then 
add  the  water,  and  boil  to  three 
gallons  in  a  water  bath  faturated 
with  fait :  prefs  out  the  liquor^ 
and  reduce  it  by  boiling  to  about 
four  pints ;  and  flrain  while  hot, 
firft  through  a  fieve,  and  then 
through  thin  woollen  cloth;  fet 
it  afide  for  twelve  hours,  that  the 
fseculencies  may  fubfide.  Pour 
the  liquor  from  the  fediment, 
boil  it  to  three  pints,  and  dif- 
folve  the  fugar  in  it  to  make  a 
fvrup. 

SYRUPUS  PAPAVERIS  ALBI,, 
feu  de   MECONIO,  vulgo 
DIACODION. 
Syrup  of  "white  poppies,   or  of  me- 
conium, commonly  called  diacodium, 
Edinb, 

Take  of 

White  poppy  heads,  dried,  and 
freed  from  their  feeds,  two 
pounds; ; 
Boiling  water,  thirty  pounds  ; 
Pureft  fugar,  four  pounds. 

Macerate  the  heads,  cut  into  fmall 
pieces,  for  a  night ;  afterwards 
boiT  it  till  one-third  part  only  oi 
the  liquor  remains ;  ftrain  it,  and 
ftrongly  prefs  out  the  remainder, 
Boil  the  {trained  liquor  to  one 
half,  and  flrain  it  again  ;  then 
add  the  fugar,  and  boil  it  to  a 
fyrup. 
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It  may  alfo  be  made  by  dilTolving, 
in  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  fim- 
ple  fyrup?  one  dram  of  the  ex- 
tnA  of  white  poppies. 
Thefe  fyrups,  impregnated  with 
the  opiate  matter  of  the  poppy 
heads,  are  given  to  children  in  do- 
fes  of  two  or  three  drams ;  to  a- 
dults,  from  half  an  ounce  to  an 
ounce  and  upwards,  for  ohtundlng 
and  incrftlfating  acrimonious  humours, 
(a/ing  pains,  procuring  r^/?,  and  an- 
fwering   the  other   intentions  of 
mild  opiates.     Particular  care  is 
requifite  in  their  preparation,  that 
they  may  be  always  made,  as  near 
as  poffible,  of  the  fame  flrength  ; 
and  accordingly  both  the  colleges 
have  been  very  minute  in  their  de- 
fcription  of  the  procefs. 
5YRUPUS  PAPAVERIS  ERRA- 
TICI. 
Syrup  of  luild  poppy, 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Wild  poppy  flowers,  frefh,  four 
pounds ; 

Boiling  diftilled  water,  four  pints 
and  a  half. 

Put  the  white  poppies  by  degrees 
into  the  water  boiling  in  a  water 
bath,  and  frequently  ftir  them,  un- 
til the  flowers  be  thoroughly  moift- 
ened ;  then  take  out  the  veifel,  and 
macerate  for  twelve  hours  ;  prefs 
out  the  liquor,  and  fet  it  afide  for 
the  fsculencies  to  fubfide :  after- 
wards add  the  proper  quantity  of 
iouble-refined  fugar  to  make  it  in- 
:o  a  fyrup. 

The  defign  of  putting  the  flow- 
ers at  firft  into  boiling  water,  in  a 
vefTel  placed  in  a  water-bath,  be- 
fore their  maceration,  is,  that  they 
may  flirink  enough  to  be  all  im- 
mcrged  in  the  water,  and  ftay  no 
longer  over  the  fire  than  till  this 
effcft  is  produced  ;  left  the  liquor 
become  too  thick,  and  the  fyrup 
ropy. 

ThU  fyrup  has  been  recom- 


ir.ended  In  diforders  of  the  breajl^ 
coughs,  /pitting  of  blood,  pleurijicst 
and  other  difeafes,  both  as  an 
emollieHt,  and  as  an  ppiate.  It  is 
one  of  the  lighteft  of  the  opiate 
medicines,  and  in  this  refpeft  fo 
weak,  that  fome  have  doubted  of 
its  having  any  anodyne  quality. 
SYRUPUS  PECTORALIS. 
Peroral  fyrup. 

Take  of 

Englifh  maidenhair,  dried,  five 
ounces  ; 

Liquorice,  four  ounces ; 

Boiling  water,  five  pints. 
Macerate  them  for  feme  hours  - 

then  ftrain  out  the  liquor,  and, 

with  a  proper  quantity  of  dou- 

ble-refiued  fugar,  make  it  into  a 

fyrup. 

The  title  of  this  compofitioii  ex- 
prelles  its  medical  intention.  It  has 
been  fuppofed  to  foften  acrimonious 
humours,  allay  tickling  coughs,  and  pro- 
mote the  expeBoration  of  tou^h  phlegm. 
SYRUPUS  ROS:^: 
formerly 

SYRUPUS  ROSARUM  SOLU- 
T*yUS.^ 
Rofefyrup. 
■  IfOtid, 

Take  of 

The  damafk  rofe,  dried,  feven 

ounces ; 

Boilingdiftilled  water,  four  pints; 
Double  -  refined      fugar,  fix 
pounds. 

Macerate  the  rofes  in  the  water  for 
twelve  hours,  and  ftrain.  Eva- 
porate the  ftrained  liquor  to  two 
pints  and  a  half,  and  add  the 
fugar  that  it  may  be  made  a 
fvruD. 

SYRU5PUS  ROSARUM  PALLI- 
DARUM. 
Syrup  of  pale  rofes. 
lS.dinb. 

Take  of 

Pale  rofes,  frefli-gathered,  one 

pound ; 
Boiling  water,  four  pounds ; 
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White  fugnr,  three  pounds. 
Macerate  the  rofes  in  the  water 
for  a  night;  then,  ftrain  the  li- 
quor ;  and  adding  to  it  the  fu- 
gar,  boil  them  into  a  fyrup. 
This  fyrup  may  likewife  be  made 
from  the  liquor  remaining  after 
the  diftillntion  of  rofe-water,  de- 
purated from  its  fasces. 
The  liquor  remaining  after  the 
diftillation  of  rofes  (provided  the 
ftiU  has  been  perfectly  clean)  is  as 
proper  for  making  this  fyrup  as  a 
frefli  infuHon  :  for  the  diftillation 
only  collefts  thofe  volatile  parts 
which   are  diffipated  in  the  air, 
whilft  the  infiifion  is  boiling  to  its 
confidence.    Thefe  fyrups  are  a- 
greeabh:   and    tnild  purgatives  for 
children,    in  the  dofe  of  half  a 
fpoonful,   or  a  fpoonful.  They 
like  wife  prove  gently  laxative  to 
adults,  and  in  this  intention  may 
be  of  fervice  in  cnjlive  habits.  Its 
principal  ufe  is  in  fohitive  glyf- 
ters. 

SYRUPUS  DE  ROSIS  SICCIS. 
Syrup  of  dry  rofes. 
Edinb. 

Take  of  . 

Red  rofes,  dried,  feven  ounces  ; 
White  fugar,  fix  pounds ; 
Boiling  water,  fit-e  pounds. 
Infufe  the  rofes  in  the  water  for  a 
night,  then  boil  them  a  little, 
llrain  out  the  liquor,  and,  add- 
ing to  it  the  fugar,  boil  them  to 
the  confidence  of  a  fyrup. 
This  fyrup  is  fuppofed  to  be 
mildly   afiringent  ;   but  is  princi- 
pally valued  on  account  of  its  red 
colour.  The  London  college  have 
omitted  it,  .having  retained  others 
at  leafl  equal  to  it  in  that  refpeft. 
SYRUPUS  SCILLITICUS. 
Syrup  of  fquills. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Vinegar  of  fquills,  two  pounds ; 
White  fugar,  three  pounds  and 
a  half. 


Make  them  into  a  fyrupj  witho. 
boiling. 

This  fyrup  iifed  to  be  made  with 
the  addition  of  cinnamon  and  gin- 
ger, one  ounce  each  :  but  they  oft- 
en counterafted  the  intention  of 
the  inedicine,  and  did  not  take  off 
the  offenfive  tafte  of  the  fquills  j 
they  were  therefore  very  judicioufly 
omitted. 

It  is  ufcd  chiefly  in  dofes  of 
a  fpoonful  or  two,  ior  attenuating 
vifcid  phlegm,  and  promoting  expec- 
toration, which  it  docs  very  power- 
fully. 

SYRUPUS  SPIN^  CERVINiE. 
Syrnp  of  buckthorn. 
Land, 

Take  of  the 

Juice  of  ripe  and  frefii  buck- 
thorn berries,  one  gallon  ; 

Pimento,  powdered,  an  ounce 
and  a  half ; 

Ginger,  one  ounce ; 

Double  -  refined  fugar,  feven 
pounds. 

Set  the  juice  by  for  three  days, 
that  the  fsculencies  may  fu fa- 
fide,  and  flrain.  Macerate  the 
fpices  in  a  pint  of  the  ftraincd 
juice  for  four  hours,  and  flrain. 
Boil  the  refl:  of  the  juice  to  three 
pints,  adding  towards  the  end 
that  part  in  which  the  fpices  were 
macerated.  Laflly,  jiut  in  the 
fugar,  and  make  the  mixture  in- 
to a  fvhip. 

SYRUPUS  E  RHAMNO  CA- 
THARTICO,  feu  E  SPINA 
CERVINA. 
Syrup  of  buckthorn, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

The  juice  of  ripe  buckthorn- 
berries,     depurated,  feven 
pounds  and  a  half ; 
White  fugar,  three  pounds  and 
a  half. 

Boil  them  to  the  confidence  of  a 
fyrup. 

Both  thefe  preparations,  in  dofes 
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of  three  or  four  fpoonfuls,  operate 
as  brijk  cathartics    The  principal 
inconvenieiicies  attending  them  are, 
.their  being  very  unpleafant,  and 
their  occalloning  a  thirft  and  dry- 
ntfs  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  ai^d 
fometimes   violent  gripes.  Both 
thefe  may  be  prevented,  by  drink- 
ing iibeml'y  of  water-gruel,  or  o- 
ther  warm  liquids,  during  the  ope- 
ration.   The  ungratefiilnefs  of  the 
buckthorn  is  endeavoured  to  be 
remedied  in  the  firft  of  the  above 
prefcriptions,  by  the  addition  of 
aromatics,   which,   ho%vever,  are 
fcarcely  fuffieient  for  that  purpofe. 
The  fecond  alio  had  formerly  an 
aromatic  material  for  the  fame  in- 
tention, a  dram  of  the  elfential  oil 
of  cloves  ;  wliich,  being  found  in- 
cifeifluaK  is  now  rejefted. 

SYRUPUS  VIOL^. 
Violet -fyrup. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Violets,  fredi,  two  pounds; 
Boiling  water,  five  pints ; 
Pureft  fiigar,  feven  pounds  and 
a  half. 

Ma:cerate  the  violets  for  twentv- 
four  hours;  flrain  the  liquor 
through  thin  linen ;  afterwards 
adding  the  due  proportion  of 
doubie-reiined  fugar,  to  make  it 
into  a  fvrup. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Frefh  violets,  one  pound  ; 
Boiling  water,  four  pounds. 
Macerare  the  violets  for  twentv- 
four  hours  in  a  glafs  or  a  glazed 
earthen  veflel,   clofe   covered  ; 
then  ftrain  without  expre/Iion, 
and  diJolve  in  it  the  fugar,  fo  as 
to  make  a  fyrnp.  , 
This  fyrup  is  of  a  very  agreeable 
flavour,  and  in  the  quantity  of  a 
fpoonful  or  two  proves  to  chil- 
dren gently  laxative.    It  is  apt  to 
Iofe,.in  keeping,  the  elegant  blue 
colour,  for  which  it  ii  chiefly  va- 


hied;  and  hence  fome  have  been 
induced  to  counterfeit  it  with  ma- 
terials whole  colour  is  more  per- 
manent. This  abufe  may  be  rea- 
dily difcovered,  by  adding  to  a  lit- 
tle of  the  fufpefted  fyrup  any  acid 
or  alkaline  liquor.  If  the  fyrup  be 
genuine,  the  acid  will  change  its 
blue  colour  to  a  red,  and  the  alkali 
will  change  it  to  a  green  ;  but  if 
counterfeit,  thefe  changes  will  not 
happen.  It  is  obvious,  from  this 
mutability  of  the  colour  of  the  vio- 
let, that  the  prefcriber  would  be 
deceived  if  he  iliould  expe<9:  to 
give  any  blue  tinge  to  acidulatr 
ed  or  alkalized  julaps  or  mix- 
tures, by  the  addition  of  the  blue 
fyrup. 

SYRUPUS  ZINGIBERIS. 
Syruf  of  ginger, 
L  ond. 

Take  of 

Ginger,  bruifed,  four  ounces; 
Boiling  diftilled    water,  three 
.  pints. , 

Macerate  them  for  four  hours,  and 
ilrain,  and  make  it  into  a  fyrup 
with  a  proper  quantity  of  doiible- 
refined  fugar. 

Edini. 

Take  of 

Ginger,  beat,  three  ounces; 
.  Pureil  lugar,  fcven  pounds  and 
3  half; 

Boiling.water,  four  pounds. 
S;eep  the  ginger  in  the  waterf-jn 
a  clofe  veffel,  for  twenty-four 
hours;  then  ftrrin  the  liquor, 
freed  from  its  fjeces,  add  to  it 
the  fugar,  and  make  them  into  a 
fyrup. 

Thefe  are  agreeable  and  mode- 
rately aromatic  fyrups,  lightly  im- 
pregnated with  the  flavour  aud  vir- 
tue of  the  ginger. 
CONFECT'lO  ALKERMES. 
Confeflion  of  kermes. 
Take  of 

Juice  of  kermes  grains,  warmed 
and  fcrained,  three  pounds; 
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Dama/k  rofe-water,  fix  ounces 

by  meafure  ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  half  a  fcruple; 
Doiiblc-refined  fugar,  one  pound. 
Diflblve  the  fugar  in  the  rofe-wa- 
ter,  by  the  heat  of  a  water- 
bath,  into  a  fvTup;  then  mix  in 
the  juice  of  kermes,  and,  after 
it  has  grown  cold,  the  oil  of 
cinnamon. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Synip  of  kermes,  three  pounds; 

Yellow  faunders, 

Cinnamon — each  fix  drams  ; 

Cochineal,  three  drams ; 

Satfron,  one  dram  and  a  half. 
Ei'aporate  the  fyrup,  with  a  gentle 

heat,  to  the  confiftence  of  honey  ; 

then  mix  with  it  the  other  in- 


gredients reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder. 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are  ele- 
gant and  agreeable  cord  tali  ;  the 
dofe,  when  taken  by  themfeives,  is 
from  a  fcrupic  to  a  dram  or  more, 
riie  firfi-  has  an  advantage  of  mix- 
ing uniformly  in  julaps,  without 
fpoiling  their  tranfparcncy,  which 
the  powders  in  the  fecond  always 
do.  Particular  care  ought  to  be 
had  in  the  choice  of  the  cfTential 
toil,  which  for  the  moft  part  is 
grievoufly'adulterated  ;  it  would  be 
convenient  to  grind  the  oil  with  a 
little  of  the  fugar,  before  it  is  added 
to  the  other  ingredients ;  for  by 
thefe  means  it  will  mix  more  per- 
feftly,  and  not  be  apt  to  feparate  in 
keeping. 


SECT.  III. 

Mellita  : 
Medicated  Honeys. 


THE  more  fixt  parts  of  vege- 
tables, diflblved  in  watery  li- 
quors, may  be  thence  transferred 
into  honey,  by  mixing  the  honey 
with  the  watery  decoftion  or  juice 
^of  the  plant,  and  boiling  them  to- 
gether till  the  aqueous  part  has  ex- 
haled, and  the  honey  remains  of  its 
original  confillence. 

Honey,  though  extolled  by  fome 
■writers  for  tlie  medical  powers  it 
pofTefTes,  yet  does  not  appear  to  have 
many  advantages  over  fugar,  par- 
ticularly in  forming  compofitions 
fbr  keeping  any  time  ;  but  rather 
the  reverfe,  becaufe  it  is  too  apt  to 
Tun  into  a  ftate  of 'fermentation, 
much  more  fo  than  fugar;  and  in 
fome  particular  conilitutions  to 


produce  very  unpleafant  effefts  in 
the  bowels,  particularly  feverc 
gripings. 

It  is  on  thefe  accounts  that  fo 
few  of  the  medicated  honeys  are 
retained  in  the  difpenfatories  of 
the  prefent  day.  The  college 
of  Edinburgh  has  totally  rejedl- 
ed  them,  and  that  of  London  has 
given  us  but  fix  in  the  laft  edition 
of  their  Pharmacopoeia.  But  as 
they  are  Hill  prefcribed  by  phy- 
ficiansof  eminence  in  many  places, 
thofe  which  appear  the  moft  adllve 
w  e  have  here  enumerated. 

MEL  ACETATUM; 
forvtcrly 

OXYMEL  SIMPLEX. 
Acetated  honey. 


Chap.  IV. 


JlTtdlcated  Honeys, 


Take  , 

Clarified  honey,  two  pounds; 

Di:tilled  vinegar,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  in  a  glafs  vefTel,  with 

a  flow  fire,  to  the  confidence  of 

a  iyriip. 

This  is  an  agreeable  mild,  cool- 
ing  medicine.     It  is  often  ufed 
ill  detergent  gargarifnis,  and  fre- 
quently as  an  expeftorant.  Joined 
\  with  a  moderate  portion  of  the  fy- 
•rup  ot  white  poppy,  it  is  an  excel- 
ileut  medicine  for  a  tickling  cough. 
MEL  ROS^  ; 
formerly 
MEL  ROSACEUiVI.  . 
Rofe-honey. 

'  Take  of 

Red  rofes,  dried,  four  ounces  j 
Diftilled  boiling   water,  three 
pints  ; 

Clarified  honey,  five  pounds, 
i Macerate  the  rofes  in  the  water  for 
fix  hours,  and  ftrain  ;  then  mix 
the  honey  with  the  liquor,  and 
boil  them  to  the  confiftence  of  a 
fyrup. 

This  preparation  is  not  unfre- 
cquently  made  ufe  of  as  a  mild  cool- 
ing detergent^  particularly  in  gar- 
ggarifms  for  ulcer  ations  and  inflamma- 
■.ii«n  of  the  mouth  and  tottfls. 

OXYMEL  ex  ALLIO. 
Oxymel  of  garlick. 

'Take  of 

Garlick,  cut  in  flices,  an  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Caraway  feeds, 

Sweet  fennel  feed*—  each  two 

drams ; 
Vinegar,  half  a  pint ; 
Clarified  honey,  ten  ounces  by 

weight. 

ii  the  vinegar,  for  a  little  time, 
with  the  feeds  bniifed,  in  a 
'/lazed  earthen  vefTel ;  then  add 
:r,e  garlick,  and  cover  the  vefTel 
clofe  :  when  grown  cold,  prefs 
out  the  liquor,  and  difTolve  in  it 
the  honey  by  the  heat  of  a  wa« 
tcr-batb- 


This  oxymel  is  recommended  for 
attenuating    vifcid  juices,  promoting 
expedoration  and  the  Jhud  fccreilons 
in  general.     It  is  doubtlefs  a  medi- 
cine of  confiderable  efficacy,  though 
very  unpleafant ;  the  flavour  of  the 
garlick  prevailing,  notwithftanding 
the  addition  of  the  aromatic  feeds, 
OXYMEL  COLCHICI, 
Oxymel  of  meadoio-faffron. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Fre(h  meadow-fafFron,  cut  into 

into  thin  flices,  one  ou.uce; 
Diftilled  vinegar,  one  pint; 
Clarified  honey,  two  pounds. 
Macerate  the  nieadow-faffron  in  a 
glafs  vefTel,  with  a  gentle  Ijeat, 
for  forty-eight  hours.    Prefs  out 
the  liquor   fl:rongly   from  the 
root;  then  flirain  it,  and  add  ho- 
ney.   Laftly,  boil  the  mixture, 
frequently    ftirring   it   with  a 
wooden  fpoon,  to  the  confiftence 
of  a  fyrup." 
Dofe— 3fs  to  3j. 
This  is  a  very  aftive  medicine, 
nearly  fimilar  to  the  Syrupus  col- 
chici ;  though,  perhaps,  not  fo  a- 
greeable  to  fome  conftitutions,  to 
which  honey  is  off^enfive  ;  but  in 
many  it  will  anfwer  fimilar  pur- 
pofes,  and  prove  to  poflefs  equal 
diuretic  powers. 

OXYMEL  PECTORALE. 
Federal  oxymel. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Elecampane  roots,  one  ounce  ; 
Florence   orris  roots,   half  an 
ounce  ; 

Gum  ammoniacum,  one  ounce; 
Vinegar,  half  a  pint ; 
Clarified  honey,  one  pound  ; 
Water,  three  pints. 
Let  the  roots,  cut  and  bruifed,  be 
boiled  in  the  water  till  one-third 
be  wafted  ;  then  ftrain  otF  the 
liquor,  let  it  ftand  to  fettle,  and 
having  poured  it  off  clear  from 
the  fseces,  add  to  it  the  honey, 


« 
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and  the  ammoniacuiT),  previouny 
ciifTolved  in  the  vinegar.  Mix 
them  together,  by  boihiig  them 
a  little. 


The  title  of  this  compofition  ex- 
prefl'es  its  medical  virtues.  It  is 
detigned  for  thofe  dijorders  of  the 
heojl  that  proceed  from  a  load  of  vif- 
cid  phlegm^  and  objhuiiioiis  of  the 
fitilmonary  vejjels.  Two  or  three 
fpoonfiils  may  betaken  every  night 
and  morning,  and  continued  for 
fome  time. 

OXYMEL  SCILLITICUM. 
Oxymel  of  fquilU. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Clarified  honey,  three  pounds  ; 

Vinegar  of  fquills,  two  pints. 
Boil  them  in  a  glazed  veiTel,  with 

a  flow  fire,  to  the  confiflence  of 

a  fyrnp. 

The  honey  was  formerly  em- 
ployed for  this  preparation  uncla- 
rified  ;  and '  the,  fcum,  which  in 
fuch  cafes  arifes  in  the  boiling, 
taken. oft.  By  thefe  means,  the  im- 
purities of  the  honey  we're  dif- 
charged  ;  but  fome  of  the  medici- 
nal parts  of  the  fquills,  with  which 
the  vinegar  was  impregnated,  were 
alfo  feparated.  For  this  reaCon  the 
college  both  of  London  and  Edin- 
burgh has  now  judiciou<ly  ordered 
the  honey,  for  all  thefe  kinds  of 
.preparations,  to  be  previoufly  cla- 
rified by  itfelf. 

Oxymel  of  fquills  is  an  vfeful 
aperient,  detergent,  and  expe^orant, 
and  of  great  fervice  in  humoural 
fxfhmas^  coughs,  and  other  difor- 
ders,  where  thick  phlegm  abounds. 
It  is  given  in  dofes  of  jfs  to  3j  or 
more,  along  with  fome  aromatic 
water,  as  that  of  cinnamon,  to  pre- 


vent   the  great  naufea  which  it 
would  otherwife  be  apt  to  excite. 
In  large  dofes,  it  proves  emetic. 
MEL  8CILL^. 
Hortf^y  of  fquill. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Clarified  honey,  three  pounds  ; 

Tin£ture  of  fquills,  two  pints. 
Digeft  them  in  a  glafs  veflcl  to  the 

confiflence  of  a  fyrup. 

This  will  pofiefs  all  the  powers 
of  the  fquill,  and  may  be  ufed  as 
an  expeclorant,  and  diuretic;  in  the 
fame  cafes  as  the  fquill  itfelf. 
OXYMEL  yERUGINIS  ; 
formerly 

MEL  i5LGYPtlACUM. 
Oxyttiel  of  verdigris. 
Take  of 

Prepared  verdegris,  one  ounce; 
Vinegar,  feven  ounces  by  mea- 
fure ; 

Clarified  honey,  fourteen  ounces 
by  weight. 
Difiblve  the  verdigris  in  the  vine- 
gar, ■  and  ftrain  through  linen; 
then  add.  the  honey,  and  boil 
down  the  mixture  to  a  proper 
confidence. 

The  complaint  of  the  diverfity 
of  the  flrength  of  the  different: 
parts  of  the  Mel  jEgyptiacum  is  in 
this  preparation  perfeftly  removed. 
It  is  intended  only  as  an  external 
application  for  cleanfing  foul  ul- 
cers, and  keepii^g  down  fungous; 
flefli.  It  has  Deen  recommend- 
ed in  venereal  ulcerations  of  the 
mouth  and  throat.  But  great  care 
fliould  be  taken  that  no  portion 
of  the  ver^ligris  gets  into  the  fto- 
mach ;  for  a  .very  fmall  quantity 
will  produce  dangerous,  and  per- 
haps fatal  effects,  on  that  organ. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


^paration  and  coll e  HI  ion  of  thofe  parts  of  vegetable  ayid  animal  fuh- 
jiuHces,  zvhkh  are  volatile  in  the  heat  of  boiling  water. 


THERE  are  many  vegetable, 
and  lome  animal  fubftauces, 
whofe  virtues  refide,  wholly  or  in 
part,  in  a  matter  which  is  capable 
of  totally  exhaling  in  the  heat  of 
boiling  water.  In  mod  of  the 
procefles  hitherto  defcribed,  it  has 
been  endeavoured,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  to  preferve  this  votatile  mat- 
ter along  with  the  more  fixt  parts  ; 
whether  thofe  fi.xt  parts  were  thcm- 
felves  medicinal,  or  only  fubfer- 
Tient  to  the  union  of  the  volatile 
matter  with  the  fluids,  employed. 
The  aim,  in  the  prejent  chapter^  "will 


be  to  c(imphte}y  feparate  this  volatile 
fubtile  principle^  and  collcil  its  pure 
from  the  groffer  fixt  parts,  either///  a 
coticetttrated  Jlate,  or  diluted  with 
ivater  or  Jpirit  of  wine.  In  its  con- 
centrated Jlate,  it  appears  common- 
ly an  oil ;  which,  from  its  contain- 
ing always  the  fpecific  odour,  and 
frequently  the  other  medicinal 
powers,  of  the  fubjeft,  is  called 
ejfential  oil ;  in  its  7mre  dilute  ft  ate, 
it  will  be  found  in  fimple  didilled 
water^  diftilled  fpirits,  and  diftill- 
ed  fpirituous  waters. 


S  E  G  T.  I. 

Dtrections  for  obtaining  Essential  Oils; 


E83EXTIAL  oils  are  acquired 
by  diftillation.  A  quantity 
of  water  is  added  to  the  fubjeft, 
fufficient  to,  prevent  its  burning  ; , 
and,  in  this  water,  it  is  likewife 
macerated  a  little  time  before 
the  diftillation.  The  oil  comes 
oi"='r  along  with  the  water  ;  and 
cither  fwims  on  its  furface,  or 
finks  to  the  bottom,  according 
as  it  is  lighter  or  heavier  than 
that  fluid. 
IThe  len^^th  of  the  maceration  is  to 
be  varied  according  to  the  tex- 
tijre  and  compaftnefs  of  the  fub- 
ject.  The  moft  tender  fubjefls 
fcarce  require  any.  Thofe  of  a 
fofc  and  loofe  texture  are  to  be 
fteeped  for  two  or  three  days; 


and  the  more  vifcous  ones,'  fof 
a  longer  time.  The  further  the 
maceration  is  intended  to  be  pro- 
trafted,  the  greater  quantity  of 
fea-falt  muft  be  added.  Froitt 
vifcous  fubftmices  the  oil  may  be 
obtained  in  a  fliorter  time,  by 
fubmitting  them  to  a  flight,  and 
not  too  long  continued,  fermen- 
tation. Seeds  and  fpices  are  to  be 
bruifed,  and  ivoods  to  be  rafped, 
previoufly  to  the  maceration  or 
fermentation. 

Eflential  oils  are  obtained  only 
from  odoriferous  fubftances;  but 
not  equally  from  all  of  this  clafs, 
nor  in  quantity  proportionable  to 
their  degree  of  odour;  fome  which, 
if  we  were  to  reafon  from  analogy, 
A  a 
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Ihould  feem  very  well  fitted'  for 
^■jtfiis  procefs,  yielding  extremely  lit- 
oil,  and  others  none  at  all. 
jRo/es  and  camotnile-flozvcrs,  whofe 
ftrong  and  lading  fmell  proniifes 
abundance^  are  found,  upon  expe- 
riment, te  contain  but  a  fmall 
quantity.  The  violet  and  jejjamine 
Jloioei-,  which  perfume  the  air  with 
their  odour;  lofe  their  fmell  upon 
the  gentleft  coftion,  and  do  not  af- 
ford the  leafl:  perceptible  mark  of 
oil  upon  being  difcilled,  unlefs  im- 
menfe  quantities  be  fubmitted  to 
the  operation  at  once  ;  whilft  favin, 
whofe  difagreeable  fcent  extends  to 
no  great  diftance,  gives  out  the  mod 
oil  of  almoft  any  vegetable  known. 

Nor  are  the  fame  plants  equally 
fit  for  this  operation,  when  pro- 
duced in  different  foils  or  feafons ; 
or  at  different  times  of  their  growth. 
Some  yield  more  oil  {/  gathered 
when  the  Jloivers  begin  to  fall  off, 
than  at  any  other  time  ;  lavender 
and  rue  for  inftance.  Others,  as 
Jage,  afford  the  largejl  quantity  tchen 
youngs  before  they  have  fent  forth  any 
Jio-^ers ;  and  others,  as  thyjne,  luhen 
the  Jloivers  have  jujl  appeared.  All 
fragrant  herbs  yield  a  larger  pro-- 
portion  of  oil  when  produced  in 
dry  foils  and  warm  fummers,  than 
ill  the  oppofite  circumftances.  On 
the  other  hziv\,  fame  of  the  difagree- 
able  Jhong-fcented  ones,  as  ivormivood, 
are  faid  to  contain  mofl  in  rainy 
feafons  and  moift  rich  grounds. 
'  Several  of  the  chemifts  have  been 
of  opinion,  that  herbs  and  fonrrs, 
inoderate'y  dried,  yield  a  greater 
quantity  of  eflential  oil,  than  if 
they  were  difliiled  when  frefli.  Jt 
is  fuppofed,  that  the  oil  being  al- 
ready blended,  in  frefh  plants,  with 
a  watery  fluid,  great  part  of  it  re- 
mains difFufed  through  the  water 
after  the  diftillation,  divided  into 
particles  too  minute  to  unite  and 
be  collefted  ;  whereas,  in  drying, 
the  oily  parts,  on  the  exhalation  of 
'  the  moilture  which  kept  them  di- 


vided and  difperfed,  run  together 
into  globules,  which  have  little 
difpofition  to  mingle  with  watery 
fluids,  and  eafily  feparate  from  the 
water  employed  in  the  diflilla- 
tion. 

This  theory,  however,  does  not 
appear  to  be  altogether  fatisfaftory  ; 
for  though  the  oil  be  collefted  in 
the  fubjeft  into  diftinft  globules,  it 
does  not  rife  in  that  form,  but  re- 
folved  into  vapour,  and  blended 
and  coagitated  by  the  heat  with 
the  vapour  of  the  water  ;  and  if  the 
oil  in  a  dry  plant  were  lefs  difpofed 
to  unite  with  aqueous  fluids  than 
in  a  frefli  one,  the  dry  ought  to 
yield  a  weaker  infufion  than  the 
frefli  ;  the  contrary  of  which  is  ge- 
nerally found  to  obtain.  As  the 
oil  of  the  dry  plant  is  mofl  per- 
feftly  extracted  and  kept  difTolved 
by  the  water  before  the  diflillation, 
I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  it  fliould 
have  a  greater  tendency  to  feparate 
from  the  water  afterwards. 

The  opinion  of  dry  plants  yield- 
ing moft  oil,  feems  to  have  arifen 
from  anobfervation  of  Hoffmann, 
which  has,  I  think,  been  mifun- 
derftood  :  "A  pound,"  he  fays,  "  of 
"  dry  fpike-flowers  yields  an  ounce 
"  of  oil :  but  if  they  were  diftilled 
"  frefli,  they  would  fcarcely  yield 
"  above  half  an  ounce  ;  and  the 
"  cafe  is  the  fame  in  balm,  fage, 
"  &c.  The  reafon  is,  that  in  dry- 
"  ing  the  watery  humidity  ex- 
"  hales  ;  and  as  from  two  pounds 
"  of  a  frefli  plant  we  do  not  ob- 
"  tain  above  one  pound  of  dry, 
"  and  little  of  the  fubtile  oil  eva- 
"  porates  in  the  drying,  it  follows,, 
"  that  more  oil  ought  to  be  afford- 
"  ed  by  the  dry  than  by  the  frefli." 
The  meaning  of  which  I  appre- 
hend to  be  no  more  than  this  :  that 
if  two  pounds  of  a  frefli  plant  be, 
by  drying,  reduced  to  one,  with- 
out any  lofs  of  the  oil,  then  the 
one  pound  dry  ought  to  be  equiva- 
lent to  the  two  frefh.   A  later 
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writer  quotes  an  experiment  of 
Neumann,  which  appears  to  be 
mifunderftood  in  the  fame  man- 
ner ;  fi>r  Neumann,  in  the 
place  referred  to,  fays  only,  that 
dry  wormwood  is  found  to  yield 
much  more  oil  than  an  equal  "weight 
of  the  frefli  plant.  I  do  not  re- 
colltcl  any  infrance,  in  which  frefli 
and  dry  plants  have  been  brought 
to  a  fair  comparifon,  by  dividing 
the  quantity  of  the  fubjecJ:  into  two 
equal  weights,  and  diftilling  one 
while^refli,  and  the  other  after  it 
has  been  carefully  and  moderately 
dried. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  efFeft 
of  moderate  exficcation^  it  is  cer- 
:  tain,  that,  if  the  drying  be  long  con- 
tinued, the  produce  of  oil  will  be 
diminiihed,  its  colour  altered,  and 
its  fmell  impaired. 

With  regard  to  the  proportion 
.  of  water,  if  whole  plants,  mode^ 
i  rately  dried,  be  ufed,  or  the  fhav- 
iings  of  woods,  as  much  of  either 
;  may  be  put  into  the  veflel,  as,  light- 
ly preded,  will  occupy  half  its  ca- 
••vity  ;  and  as  much  water  may  be 
aadded,  as  will  rife  up  to  two  thirds 
its  height.    The  water  and  ingre- 
:dients,  altogether,  fliould  never  take 
up  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
iftill;  there  fliould  be  liquor  enough 
■  to  prevent  any  danger  of  an  empy- 
•reuma,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  be 
too  apt  to  boil  over  into  the  re- 
ceiver. 

The  maceration  fhould  be  con- 
:ed  fo  long,  as  that  the  water 
7  fully  penetrate  the  parts  of  the 
ject.    To  promote  this  effect, 
■ds  Jliould  be  thinly  Jliaved  acrofs 
-  g^^'tf — ^o^ts  cut  Jranfverfely  inlo 
ih'tnjlices, — barks  reduced  inlo  coarfe 
tovsder, — and  feeds  flightly  bruifed. 
Very  compact  and  tenacious  fub- 
ftances  require  the  maceration  to 
be  continued  a  week  or  two,  or 
onger;  for  thofe  of  a  fofter  and 
fer  texture,  two  or  three  days 
'  .  fiiflicieiit  J  whilft  fomc  tender 


herbs  and  flowers  not  only  ftand 
not  in  need  of  any  at  all,  but  are 
even  injured  by  it. 

Whether  the  addition  of  fea-falt^ 
as  formerly  recommended^  be  of 
any  real  fervice,  is  greatly  to  be 
doubted.    The  ufes  generally  af- 
figned  to  it  are,  to  penetrate  and 
unlock  the  texture  of  the  fubjeft 
more  effeftually  than  fimple  water 
could  do ;  and  to  prevent  the  fer- 
mentation   or  putrefaftion  into 
which  the  matter  is  apt  to  run  dur- 
ing the  length  of  time  that  the 
maceration  is  often  continued.  But 
fea-falt  feems  rather  to  harden  and 
condenfe,  than  to  foften  and  re- 
folve,  both  vegetable  and  animal 
fub lefts;  and  if  it  prevent  putre- 
faflion,  it  nnift,  on  that  very  ac- 
count, be  rathei  injurious  than  of 
fervice.    The  refolution  here  aim- 
ed at  approaches  near   to  a  be- 
ginning putrefaftion ;   and  faline 
fubftances,  by  retarding  this,  pro- 
long the  maceratiC5n  far  beyond  the 
time  that  vVould  otherwife  be  ne- 
ceflary.    It  is  in  the  power  of  the 
operator,  when  he  perceives  the 
procefs  coming  near  this  pitch,  to 
put  a-ftop  to  it  at  pleafure,  by  pro- 
ceeding immediately  to  diftillation. 
By  thefe  means,  the  whole  affair 
will  be  finiflied  in  a  very  little 
time,  wi:h  at  leaft  equal  advan- 
tage in  every  other  refpecl;  pro- 
vided the   manual  operations^  of 
pounding,  rafping,  and  the  like^ 
which  are  equally  neceflary  in  ei- 
ther cafe,  be  fcientifically  complied 
with. 

Bodies  of  a  Very  vifcous  and  com- 
paft  texture  are  direfted,  in  the 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  to  be 
fermented  for  fome  days  with  a 
little  yeaft:  half  their  quantity  of 
water  is  fufficient  for  jjerformlng 
the  fermentation  ;  fo  much  more  as 
is  neceffary,  is  to  be  added  after- 
wards, before  the  diftillation.  This 
procefs  undoubtedly  promotes  the 
refolution  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the 
A  a  a 
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eJitrication  of  the  oil  ;  //  rarely  hap- 
pens^ liowever,  //^^  ajfijlmicts  of  this 
kind  are  nteilful.  Particiilar  care 
muft  be  had  not  to  continue 
the  fermentation  too  long ;  or  to 
p;ive  a  bad  flavour  to  the  oil  by  an 
ill-chofen  ferment,  or  uting  too 
large  a  quantity  of  any. 

Some  chemifls  pretend,  that  by 
the  addition  of  felts  and  acid  fpi- 
vlts  they  have  been  enaiiied  to 
gain  more  oil  from  certain  vege- 
table matters,  than  can  pofiibly  be 
got  from' them  without  fucli  allift- 
ance.  Experiments  made  on  pur- 
pofe  to  fettle  this  point  feein  to 
prove  the  contrary.  This  at  leaft 
isconftantly  found  to  be  true;  ti.at, 
where  there  is  any  reafon  to  think 
the  yield  to.be  greater  than  ufua!, 
the  qualify  of  the  oil  is  proporti- 
onably  iiijurcd.  The  quantity  of 
true  effential  oil  in  vegetables  can 
by  no  means  be  increafed  ;  and 
what  is  really  contained  in  them 
may  be  eafiiy  feparated  without 
any  addition  of  this  kind.  All  that 
faline  matters  can  do  in  this  refpetl, 
is,  to  make  the  water  fufceptible 
of  a  greater  degree  of  heat  than  it 
can  fudaiii  by  itfelf,  and  thus  ena- 
ble it  to  carry  up  a  grofs  unduous 
matter,  not  volatile  enough  to  arife 
with  pure  water.  This  grofs  mat- 
ter, mingling  with  the  pure  oil,  in- 
creafes  the  quantity,  but  at  the 
fame  time  muft  necellarUy  debafe  its 
quality.  And  indeed,  when  water 
alone  is  made  ufe  of,  the'oil  which 
comes  over  about  the  end  of  .the 
operation  is  remarkably  lefs  Fra- 
grant, and  of  a  thicker  confiftence, 
than  that  which  arifes  at  the  be- 
ginning ;  diftilled  a  fecond  time, 
with  a'gentle  heat,  it  leaves  a  large 
quantity  of  grofs,  almoft  infipid, 
refmous  matter  behind. 

The  choice  of  proper  ivftruments  is 
of  great  confequerice  to  the  perform- 
ance of  this  proccfs  to  advantage. 
There"  are  fome  oils,  which  pafs 
freely  over  the  fwau-neck  of  the 


head  of  the  common  flill :  others, 
lefs  volatile,  cannot  eafily  be  made 
to  rife  fo  high.  For  obtaining 
thefe  laft,  we  would  recommend  a 
large  low  head,  having  a  rim  or 
hollow  canal  round  it.  In  this 
canal  the  oil  is  detained  on  its  firft 
afcent  (and  thence  conveyed  at 
once  into  the  receiver)  ;  the  advan- 
tages of  which  are  fufficiently  ob- 
viou.s. 

Vf^ith  regard  to  the  fire,  the  ope- 
rator ought  to  be  expeditious  in 
railing  it  at  firft,  jind  to  keep  it  up, 
during  the  whole  procefs,  of  fuch 
a  dfgree,  that  the  oil  may  freely 
diftil  ;  otherwife,  the  oil  will  be 
expofed  to  an  unneceflary  heat,  a 
circumilance  which  ought  as  much 
as  poffible  to  be  avoided.  Fire 
communicates  to  all  tJiefe  oils  a 
difagreeable  imprellion,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  their  being  much  lefs 
grateful  when  newly  dillilled,  than 
after  they  have  flood  for  fome  time 
in  a  cool  place ;  the  longer  the  heat 
is  continued,  the  more  alteration  it 
muft  produce  in  them. 

The  greater  number  of  oils  re- 
quire  for  their  diftillation  the  heat 
of  water  ftrongly  boiling;  but  there 
are  many  alfo  which  rife  with  a 
confiderably  lefs  heat:  fuch  as 
thofe  of  lemon-ptel,  citron-peel,  oils 
of  the  foivers  of  lavender  and  rofe- 
mary,  and  of  almofi  all  the  more  odo' 
rifcrous  kinds  of  Jloivers.  We  have 
already  obfervedj  that  thefe  flowers 
have  their  fragrance  greatly  in- 
jured, 01'  even  deftroyed,  by  beat- 
ing or  bruifing  them.  It  is  im- 
paired alfo  by  the  immerfion  in 
water,  in  the  prefent  procefs ;  and 
the  more  fo  in  proportion  to  the 
continuance  of  the  immerfion  and 
the  heat.  Hence  thefe  oils,  diftille(}tl 
in  the  common  manner,  prove; 
much  lefs  agreeable  in  fmell  than 
the  fubjc6>s  themfelvcs.  For  the 
diftillation  of  fubftances  of  thi^j 
clafs,  I  have  contrived  another  m« 
thod.    Inftead  of  bein^  iinmerfe 
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in  warer,  they  are  expofed  only  to 
Its  vapour.  'A  proper  quantity  of 
water  bein^  put  into  the  bottom 
of  tlie  ftill,  the  odoriferous  herbs 
or  flowers  are  laid  lightly  in  a 
ba&ct,  of  fuch  a  fize  that  it  may 
enter  into  the  (till  and  reft  againft 
its  fides,  juft  above  the  water.  The 
head  being  then  fitted  on,  and  the 
water  niac'e  to  boil,  the  fteam,  per- 
colating through  the  fubjeft,  im- 
bibes the  oil,  without  impairing  its 
fragance,  and  carries  it  over  into 
the  receiver.  Oils  thus  obtained 
poflefs  the  odour  of  the  fubjeft  in 
an  exquifite  degree,  and  h;!ve  no- 
thiivg  of  the  dilagreeabie  fccnt  per- 
ceivable in  thole  diftilied  by  boil- 
ing them  in  water  in  the  common 
manner. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve, 
hat  thofe  oils  which  rife  with  a 
kls  heat  than  that  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, are  generally  called,  by  the 
chemical  and  pharmaceutical  wri- 
ters, light  oils ;  and  thofe  which 
require  the  heat  of  water  ftrongly 
boilingj  are  cz.l\ed  pomierous .  I  have 
avoided  thefe  expreffions,  as  they 
might  be  thought  to  relate  to  the 
comparative  gravities  of  the  oils; 
with  which  the  volatility  or  fixed - 
nsfs  have  no  connet^ion.  Oil-olive 
is  ligrhter  than  moft  of  the  efTen- 
tiai  oils ;  but  the  heat  requifite 
to  make  it  diftii  exceeds  that  in 
vhich  the  heavicft  efiential  oil 
difiih,  confiderably  more  than  the 
heat  of  boiling  water  exceeds  that 
of  ice. 

The  water  employed  in  the  di- 
ftillation  of  eiTcntial  oils,  always' 
'  imbibes  fome.  portion  of  the  oil ; 
as  is  evident  frnm  the  fmeil,  tafte, 
and  colour  which  it  acquires.  It 
cannot  however  retain  above  a  cer- 
tain quantity  ;  and  therefore  fuch 
as  has  be<n  already  ufed,  and  al- 
moft  faturated  iff<r-lf,  may  be  ad- 
v.;{ly  employed,  inflcad  of 
...  water,  in  *fecond,  third, 
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or  any  future  diftillation  of  the  fan)c 
fubjeft. 

Some  late  chemical  writers  re- 
commend, not  the  water  which 
comes  over,  but  that  which  re- 
mains in  the  IHII,  to  be  ufed  a  fe- 
cond  time.  This  can  be  of  no  fer- 
vice;  as  containing  only  fuch  parts 
of  the  vegetable  as  are  not  cnpable 
of  arifing  in  diflillation,  and  which 
ferve  only  to  iinpede  the  aftion  of 
the  water  as  a  menftruum,  and  to 
endanger  an  empyreuma. 

After  the  diftillati  ni  of  one  oil, 
particular  care  fliould  be  had  to 
duly  ch:anfe  the  worm  before  it 
is  employed  in  the  diftillation  of  a 
different  plant,  iome  oils,  thofe 
of  ivormtuood  and  anifeeds-.  for  in- 
ftance,  adhere  to  it  fa  tenacioufly, 
as  not  to  be  melted  out  by  heat,  or 
waflied  ■  otf  by  Vater.  The  '  beft 
way  of  cleanfing  the  worm  from 
thefe,  is  to  run  a  little,  fpirit  of 
wine  through  it, 

Eilential  oils,  after  they  are  di- 
ftilied, fliould  be  fuffered  to  ftand 
for  fome  days,  in  vefTels  loofcfy 
covered  with  paper,  till  they  have 
loft  their  difagreeable  fiery  odour, 
and  become  limpid  :  then  put  them 
up  in  fmall  bottles,  which  are  to 
be  kept  quite  full,  clofely  ftopr,  in 
a  cool  place.  With  thefe  cautions, 
they  will  retain  their  virtues  in  per- 
feftion  for  many  years. 

When  carelefsly  ,kcpt,  they  in 
time  gradually  lofe  their  flavour, 
and  become  grofs  and  thick.  Some 
endeavour  to  recover  them  again, 
afrer  thev  have  undergoi'le  this 
change,  by  grinding  them  with 
about  thrice  their  w^igiu-  of  com- 
mon fait,  then  adding  a  large  pro- 
portion of  wateV,  and  diftilling 
them  afrefl).  The  purer  part  arifes 
thin  and  limpid,  poflefling  a  great 
degree  of  the  prii.  ine  fmell  and 
tafte  of  the  oil,  though  inferior  irt 
both  refptcfts  to  wiiat  the  oil  was 
at  flrft.    This  redification,  as  it  is 
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called,  Juccceis  equally  ivitJiout  the 
fait.  The  oils,  when  thus  altered, 
are  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  with 
the  tiirpei. tines,  and  otiicr  thicken- 
ed oily  juices,  which  readily  yield 
their  pnrcr  ojl  ip  diftiljatjon  with 
■yvater  alone. 

When  eflential  oils  have  entire- 
ly loft  their  fmell,  fome  recoin- 
rnend  adding  them  in  the  diftil- 
j?.tion  of  a  frelli  quantity  of  the 
oil  of  the  fame  plant;  by  which 
means  they  are  faid  to  fatjate 
themfelvcs  anew  with  the  odorous 
matter,  and  become  entirely  reno- 
vated. This  praftice,  however, 
ought  doubtlefs  to  be  difapproved, 
as  being  no  other  than  a  fpecious 
fophiftication ;  for  it  can  do  no 
jr]iore  than  to  dividp,  between  the 
old  oil  and  the  new,  the  aftive 
matter  which  jaelpngs  to  the  new 
alone. 

Kjftntial  oils,  medicinally  con- 
lidered,  a^ree  hi  the  general  qualities 
of  fungency  a7id  heat :  in  particular 
•virtuei,  (hey  differ  qs  mpch  as  the 
fubjefls  from  which  they  are  ob- 
tained ;  the  oil  being  the  direft 
principle  in  which  the  virtues,  or 
part  of  the  virtues,  of  the  feveraj 
fubje£ts  refide.  Thus  the  carrnina- 
tive  virtue  of  the  warm  feeds, — the 
^mwenagoguco{  favin, — \\\^nervine  of 
rpfpir.ary,  xht Jiomachic  of  rpint, — the 
'f7itifcorbutic  of  fcurvy-grafs, — the 
cordial  of  aromatics,  &;c.  are  con- 
centrated in  their  oils. 

There  is  another  remarkable  dif- 
ference in  efential  o,h,  thp  founda- 
tion of  which  is  lefs  obvious ;  that 
the  degree  of  their  pungency  and 
heai :  which  are  by  no  means  in 
proportion,  as  might  be  expefted, 
to  thofe  of  the  fubjeft  they  were 
dr:;v7n  from.  The  oil  of  cinnamon, 
for  inft^nce,  is  ejccelfively  pun- 
gent and  fiery;  in  its  undiluted 
^ate  it  is  almojl  caufic  :  —  whereas 
cloves  a  fpice  which  in  fubftance 
K  far  niore  pungent  than  the  other, 


yields  an  oil  which  is  far  lefs  fo. 
This  difference  feems  to  'iepend 
ptfrtly  upon  the  quantity  of  oii  af- 
forded, cinnamon  yielding  much 
lefs  than  cloves,  and  confequently 
having  its  ai^ive  matter  concen- 
trated into  a  fmaller  volume  ; 
ly,  upon  a  dittercnce  in  the  nature 
of  the  adlive  parts  themfelves  :  for 
thougli  edcntial  oils  contain  always 
the  fpccific  odour  and  flavour  of 
their  fubjeds,  whether  grateful  or 
ungrateful,  ,  they   do   not  always 
contain  the  whole  pungency  ;  this 
refides  frequently  in  a  njore  fixt  re- 
fnous  matter^  and  does  not  rife  "Uiith 
the  oil.    After  the  diftillation  of 
cloves,   pepper,  and  fome  other 
fpices,  a  part  of  their  pungency  is 
found  to  remain  behind  :  a  fimple 
tincfture  of  them  ii\  reftified  fpirit 
of  wine  is  even  more  pungent  thari 
their  pure  ellential  oils. 

The  more  grateful  oils  are  fre- 
quently made  ufeof  for  reconciling 
to  the  ftomach  medicines  of  them- 
felves difguftful.  It  has  been  cuf- 
tomary  to  employ  them  as  correc- 
tors for  the  refinous  purgatives ;  an 
ufe  to  which  they  do  not  feem  to 
be  well  adapted.  All  the  fervice 
they  can  here  be  of,  is  to  make 
the  refin  fit  eafier  at  firft  on  the 
ftomach  :  far  from  abating  the  irri- 
tating quality  upon  which  the  viru-; 
Icnce  of  its  operation  depends,  thefe 
pungent  oils  fuperadd  a  frefh  fti- 
mulus. 

E-ffcntial  oils  are  never  given  alone, 
on  account  of  their  extreme  heat  and 
pungency  ;  luhich  in  fome  is  fo  great, 
that  q  fii'gle  drop,  let  fall  upon  ilie 
tongue,  produces  a  gangrenous  efchar. 
They  are  readily  imbibed  by  pure 
dry  fugar,  and  in  this  form  may  be 
conveniently  exhibited.  Ground 
vjith  eight  cr  ten  times  their  tveight  of 
fugar,  they  become  foluble  iri 
aqueous  liquors,  and  thus  tnay  be 
diluted  to  any  alTigned  degree. 
Mucilages  alfo'  render  them  m^f- 
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cible  with  water  into  an  uniform 
milky  liquor.  Tluy  dijolve  likc-uiife 
injplrit  of  w/w :  the  more  fragrant 
in  an  equal  weight,  and  almolt  all 
of  them  in  lefs  than  four  times  their 
own  qiuvntity.  Thefe  folutions 
may  be  either  taken  on  fugar,  or 
mixed  with  fyrups,  or  the  like: 
on  mixing  them  with  water,  the 
liquor  grows  milky,  and  the  oil  fe- 
parates. 

The  more  pungent  oils  are  em- 
ployed externally  againjt  paralytic 
complaints,^  nttmbnej's,  pains  and  aches, 
colli  tumours,  and  in  other  cafes 
where  particular  parts  require  to 
be  heated  or  Simulated.  The  tooth- 
ache is  fometimes  relieved  by  a 
drop  of  thefe  almoft  cauftic  oils, 
received  on  cotton,  and  cautioully 
introduced  into  the  hollow  tooth. 

In  the  laft  edition  of  the  London 
Pharmacopoeia,  zhe  following  di- 
jeclions  are  given  with  Regard  to 
the  mode  of  obtaining  the  essen- 

TML  OILS  of 

Anise, 

Caraway, 

Jumper  berry, 

Lavender, 

Peppermint, 

Spear-mint, 

Origanum, 

Pennyroyal, 

Rosemary, 

Sassafras  root..  ' 
Let  thefe  oils  be  drawn  off  by 
diftiilation  from  an  alembic  with 
a  large  refrigeratory ;  but  to  pre- 
vent an  empyreuma,  the  fnbilance 
muft  be  macerated  in  water  previ- 
ous to  diftiilation. 

The  water  which  comes  over 
with  the  oil  in  diftiilation,  is  to  be 
kept  for  life. 

EfTential  oils  are  prepared  from 
vegetables  in  the  manner  of  their 
diftilled  waters ;  but  with  fome- 
what  lefs  proportion  of  water  : 
thofe  of  the  odoriferous  kiixl  chief- 
]y  from  flowers,  or  plants  in  a 
Cowering  ftate,    The  time  of  ma- 


ceration varies  with  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  feafon  and  texture  of 
the  fubftance,  from  two  or  three 
days  to  a  week,  or  longer. 

The  oils  are  to  be  feparated  after 
diftillaiion,  by  means  of  a  funnel, 
the  ftem  of  which  being  flopped 
by  the  finger,  and  the  liquor  poured 
into  it ;  the  oil,  if  light,  fwims  at 
the  top ;  if  ponderous,  fubfides  : 
the  undermoft,  whether  oil  or  wa- 
ter, is  by  removing  the  finger  firft 
let  out,  and  the  uppermoft  retained 
by  replacing  the  finger  and  again 
clofing  the  Item. 

The  fame  direflions  are  to  be 
obferved  in  diftilling  the  eflential 
oils  inferted  in  the  following  pages, 
which  are  not  fpecified  in  the  cata- 
logue of  the  London  College  above 
recited,  fnch  as  the  Oleum  Abjinthii, 
Sahnue,  Chamameli,  Cymini,  &C. 

OLEUM  ABSINTHII  ESSEN- 
TIALE. 

EJfetitial  oil  of  the  leaves  of  iporm- 
luoatl.^ 
Rdinb, 

This  is  one  of  the  more  ungrate- 
ful oils  :  it  fmells  ftrongly  of  the 
wormwood,  and  contains  its  par- 
ticular naufeous  taf^e  ;  but  has  little 
or  nothing  of  its  bitternefs,  this  re- 
maining entire  in  the  decoftion  left 
after  the  diftiilation.  Its  colour, 
when  drawn  froni  the  frefh  herb,  is 
a  dark  green  ;  from  the  dry,  a 
brownifti  yellow.  '  Tllis.bil  is  re- 
commended by  HoffiP^ni^  fls  a  mild 
anodyne,,  \\\,/paJ/nodiC\  contraftions  z 
for  this  p.urpofe  he'  direfls  a  dram 
of  it  to  be  diffoKed  in  an  ounce  of 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  and  feven 
or  eight  drops  of  the  mixture  taken 
for  a  dofe  in  any  convenient  vehi- 
cle. Boerhaave  greatly  commends, 
in  tertian  fc-oers,  a  medicated  liquor 
compofed  of  about  feven  grains  of 
'the  oil,  ground  firft  with  a  dram'  of 
fugar,  then  with  two  drams  of  the 
fait  of  wormwood,  and  afterwards 
diffolved  in  fix-ounces  of  the  diftil- 
led water  of  the  fame  plant.  Two 
A  a  4 
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hours  before  the  fit  is  expedted,  the 
patient  is  to  bathe  his  feet  and  legs 
in  warm  water,  and  then  to  drink 
two  ounces  of  the  liquor  every 
quarter  of  an  hourtill  the  two  hours 
are  expired.  By  thefe  means,  he 
fays,  all  cafes  of  this  kind  ure  ge- 
nerally cured  with  eafe  and  fafety, 
provided  there  is  no  fchinofity 
or  fuppuration.  With  us,  the  oil 
of  wormwood  is,  employed  chiefly 
as  a  vermifuge^  and  for  this  piirpofe 
is  both  applied  externally  to  the 
belly,  and  taken  internally.  It  is 
moft  conveniently  exhibited  in  the 
form  of  pills,  which  it  may  be  re- 
duced into  by  mixing  it  with  crumb 
of  bread. 

OLEUM  SEMINUM  ANETHI 
ESSENTIALE. 

Ejf  ntial  oil  of  dill  feeds. 
This  is  a  very  warm  oil;  of  a 
flavour  not  very  agreeable,  lefs  fo 
than  that  of  the  feeds.  It  is  fume- 
times  given  as  a  carminative^  in  Jla- 
tulencies,  colicky  pains,  hiccups,  and 
the  like,  from  one  to  tliree  or  four 
drops. 

OLEUIVI  SEMINUM  ANISI 
ESSENTIALE. 
EJfential  oil  of  an  feeds. 
L.  E. 

This  oil  poiTefl'es  the  tafte  and 
fmell  of  the  anifeeds  in  perfeftion. 
It  is  one  of  the  mildeft  of  the  di- 
ftilied  oils.  Filteeu  or  twenty 
drops  may  be  taken  at  a  lime  with- 
out danger,  though  common  prac- 
tice rarely  goes  fo  far  as  half  this 
number.  Its  fmell  js  extremely 
durable  and  diffufive.  Milk  drawn 
from  the  breafl,  after  taking  it,  is 
found  impregnated  with  its  odour; 
and  poffibly  this  may  be,  in  part, 
the  foundation  of  the  perioral  vir- 
tues ufually  afcribed  to  it.  In  far 
irdt-Jicies  and  colics,  it  is  faid  by  fomp 
to  be  lefs  effeflual  than  the  feeds 
themfelves. 

It  is  remarkable  of  this  oil,  that 
it  congeals,  even  when  the  air  is 
not  fenfibly  cold,  into  a  butyrace- 


ous  confidence :  and  hence,  in  the 
diltillation  of  if,  tl^operator  ought 
not  to  be  over-folicitous  in  keeping 
the  water  in  the  refrigeratory  too 
cool :  it  behoves  him  rather  to  let 
it  grow  fomtwhat  hot,  particular- 
ly towards  the  end  of  the  procefs; 
otherwife  the  oil  congealing  may 
fo  flop  up  the  worm,  as  to  en- 
dnnger  blowing  off  tiie  head  of  the 
ftill  ;  at  leaf^  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  oil  will  remain  in  it. 

Lofc — five  to  twelve  drops. 

OLEUM  CARUI  ESSEN- 
TIALE. 
EJfential  oil  of  caraivay  feeds, 
L.  E. 

The  flavour  of  this  exaflly  re- 
fembles  that  of  (he  caraway.  It 
is  a  veiy  hot  and  pungent  oil.  It  is 
not  unfrequenily  made  ufe  of  as  a 
carminative  :  and  fuppofed  by  fome 
to  be  pectdiarly  ftrviceable  for  pro- 
moting urine,  to  which  it  commu- 
nicates fome  degree  of  its  fmell. 

Dofe — one  to  five  drops. 
OLEUM  CARYOPHYLLI  ARO- 
MATIC! ESSENTIALE. 
EJfential  oil  of  cloves. 
L.  E. 

This  oil  is  fo  ponderous  as  to  fink 
in  water,  and  is  not  eafiiy  elevated 
in  difiillation  ;  if  the  water  which 
comes  over  be  returned  on  the  re- 
maining cloves,  and  the  difiillaiion 
repeated,  fome  more  oil  will  gene-i 
rally  be  obtained,  tl^ough  much  in- 
ferior  in  quality  to  the  firft.  The 
oil  of  cloves  is  ufually  defcribed  as 
being  "  in  taite  exccfiively  hot  and 
fiery,  aud  of  a  gold  yellow  colour." 
(Boerh.  Procijf.)  Such  indeed  is  the 
compofition  which  we  receive  un- 
der this  name  from  Holland  :  but 
the  genuine  oil  of  cloves  is  one  of 
the  milder  oils  :  ir  may  be  taken 
with  gr^at  fafety  (duly  diluted)  to 
the  quantity  of  ten  or  twelve  drops 
or  morf.  Nor  is  its  colour  at  all 
yellow,  xinle/s  it  has  been  long  and 
carelefsly  kept,  or  diliiiled  by  too 
violent  a  fire.    When  in  perfec- 
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lion,  it  is  an^'  colour l^fs,  of  a 

flenfant,  moilcrateh  ■zvaim,  and /?/«- 

much  refembliiig  that  of  the  Ipice 
itfeit.  The  Dutch  oil  of  cloves 
contains  a  large  qiiantity  of  ex- 
preiFed  oil,  as  evidently  appears 
upon  examining  it  by  diftillation. 
This  however  cannot- be  the  addi- 
tion to  which  it  owes  its  acrimony. 
A  fir.all  proportion  of  a  refinous 
extrad  of  cloves  communicates 
to  a  large  one  of  oil  a  deep-co- 
lour, and  a  great  degree  of  acri- 
mony. 

Dcfe — three  to  fix  drops. 
OLEUM  FLORUM  CHAMiE- 
MELI  ESSENTIALE. 

EJfe.isial  oil  of  caimmile  Jloivers. 
Edin. 

This  is  a  very  pungent  oil,  of  a 
flrong  not  imgrateful  fmell,  refem- 
bling  that  of  the  flowers.  Its  co- 
lour is  vellow,  with  a  caft  of  green- 
ifh  or  brown.  Is  is  fometimes  giv- 
en in  the  dofe  of  a  few  drops,  as  a 
carminative,  in  hyfieric  diforJers,  and 
likewife  as  a  vermifuge.  It  may  be 
conveniently  made  into  pills  with 
crumb  of  bread. 

OLEUM  CINNAMOML 

Oil  of  cinnamon, 

L.  E. 

This  valuable  oil  is  extremely 
hot  and  pungent,  of  a  mod  agree- 
able flavour,  like  that  of  the  cinna- 
mon itfelf.  In  cold  languid  cafes, 
and  debilities  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  it 
is  one  of  the  mofl  immediate  cordials 
and  rejhratives.  The  dofe  is  one, 
two,  or  three  drops;  which  muft 

;  sUways  be  carefully  diluted  by  the 
Biediation  of  fugar,  &c.  fur  fo 
great  is  the  pungency  of  this  oil, 
rhat  a  (ingle  drop  let  fall  upon  the 
tongue,  undiUited,  produces,  as 
Boerhaave  obferves,  a  gangrenous 
efchar.  In  the  diftillation  of  this 
oil,  a  fmart  fire  is  required  ;  and 

I  tfce  low  head,  with^a  channel  round 
it,  before  recommended  for  the  di- 
ftillation of  the  kfs  volatile  oils, 


is  particularly  necedary  for  this, 
which  is  one  of  the  lead  volatile, 
and  which  is  afforded  by  the  fpice 
in  exceeding  fmall  quantity.  The 
diftilled  water  retains  no  fmall  por- 
tion of  the  oil ;  but  this  oil  being 
very  ponderous,  great  part  of  it 
fubfidcs,  from  the  water,  on  Hand- 
ing for  two  or  three  weeks  in  a 
cool  place. 

Dofe — one  drop  to  three. 
OLEUM  bEMINUM  CYMINI 
ESSENTIALE. 
EJpntial  oil  of  cummin  feeds. 

This  is  one  of  the  Warmer  and 
lefs  pleafant  oils.  It  is  employed 
chiefly  in  cold,  flatulent,  hyfieric  com- 
plaints. It  gives  its  fniell  ftrong  to 
the  urine,  and  is  fuppofed  peculi- 
arly ferviceable  foi;  promoting  its 
difch.arge. 

Dofe — one  to  three  drops. 
OLEUM  SEMINUM  FCENI- 
CULI  ESSENTIALE. 
EfJ'cntinl  oil  of  femiel  feeds. 

The  oil  obtained  from  fweet  fen- 
nel feeds  is  much  more  elegant  and. 
agreeable  than  that  of  the  common 
fennel.  It  is  one  of  the  mildeft  of 
thefe  preparations.  It  is  nearly  of 
the  fame  degree  of  warmth  with  that 
of  anifeedh  to  which  it  is  likewife 
fimilar  in  flavour,  though  far  more 
grateful.  It  is  given  as  a  carmina- 
ti've,  in  cold  indifpofitions  of  the  flo- 
7nach ;  and  in  fome  kinds  of  coughs^ 
for  promoting  expectoration. 

Dofe — two  to  twelve  drops. 
OLEUM  JUNIPERI  BACCiE 
ESSENTIALE. 
Efjential  oil  of  juniper  berries. 

This  oil  is  a  very  warm  and 
pungent  one,  of  a  ftrong  flavour, 
not  unlike  that  of  the  berries.  In 
the  dofe  of  a  drop  or  two,  it  proves 
a  ferviceable  carminative  and Jloma... 
chic.  In  one  of  fix,  eight,  or  more, 
a  fimulating  detergent,  diuretic,  and 
emmcnagogue.  It  feems  to  have 
fomewhat  of  the  nature  of  the  tur- 
pentiaes,  or  their  diftilledoil;  like 
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which  it  communicates  a  violet 
fmell  to  the  urine. 

The  oil  of  thefe  berries  refides 
partly  Jn  veficles  fpread  through  the 
fubttance  of  the  fruit,  and  partly 
in  little  cells  contained  in  the  feeds; 
when  the  berry  is  dry,  and  the  oil 
hardened  into  a  refinous  fiibftance, 
it  becomes  vifible,  upon  breaking 
the  feeds,  in  form  of  little  tranfpa- 
rent  drops.  In  order  therefore  to 
obtain  tliis  oil  to  advantage,  we 
ought,  previoufly  to  the  diflillation, 
to  bruife  the  berry  th&i:oi]ghIy  ;  fo 
as  to  break  the  feeds,  and. entirely 
lay  open  the  oily  receptacles! 

Dofe— two  to  ten;  drops.' 
OLEUM  fiorum  LAVENDUL.E 
ESSENTIALE. 

KJfential  oil  of  lavender  fiOzvers. 

l:  E.  .  . 

This  oil,  when  in  perfeftion,  is 
very  limpid,  of  a  pleafant  yellow- 
ifli  colour,  extremely  fragrant,  pof- 
feffing  in  an  eminent  degree  the  pe- 
culiar fmell  generally  admired  in  the 
flowers.  It  is  a  medicine  of  great 
ufe,  both  externally  and  internally, 
in  paralytic  and  lethargic  complaints, 
rheumatic  pains^  and  debilities  of  the 
neruoiis  fyjtem. 

Lavender  flowers  yield  the  mofl 
fragrant  oil,  and  in  confiderably 
the  largeft  quantity,  .when  they  are 
ready  to  fall  off  fpontaneoufly,  and 
the  feeds  begin  to  fiiew  themiclves; 
the  leaves  give  out  extremely  little. 
The  flowers  may  be  feparated  from 
the  reft  of  the  plant,  by  drying  it  a 
little,  and  then  gently  beating  it : 
they  fhould  be  immediately  com— 
mitted  to  diflillation,  and  the  pro- 
cefs  conduced  with  a  well-regij-' 
latcd  gentle  heat  :  too  great  heat 
would  not  only  change  the  colour 
of  the  oil,  but  likevvife  make  a  dif- 
agreeable  alteration  in  its  fmell. 

Dofe— one  to  fix  drops. 
OLEUM  LIMONIS. 
EJfential  oil  of  lemon-peel. 
Lond. 

This  is  a  pleaf*nt  oil,  of  a  fine 


fmell,  very  near  as  agreeable  as  that 
of  the  frefli  peel ;  it  is  one  of  the 
lighteft  and  moft  volatile  efltntial 
oils  we  have,  perfeftly  limpid,  and 
almofl:  colourlefs.  It  is  taken  in 
dofes  of  two  or  three  drops,  as  a 
cordial,  in  ivcaknefs  of  the  Jlomach, 
Sec.  though  more  frequently  ufed 
as  a  perfume.  It  gives  a  fine  fla- 
vour to  the  officinal  Spiritus  am- 
monia compofitus,  and  occafions 
the  foap  pills  to  fit  eafy  on  the  fto- 
mach. 

Dofe — two  to  five  drops. 
OLEUM  MACJS  ESSENTI- 
ALE. 
Ejfential  oil  of  mace, 
L.  E. 

The  effential  oil  of  mace  is  mo- 
derately pungent,  very  fubtile  and 
volatile,  of  a  ftrong  aromatic  fmell, 
like  that  of  the  fpice  itfelf :  it  is 
thin  and  limpid,  of  a  pale  ytllow- 
ifl.1  colour,  with  a  portion  of  thick- 
er and  darker-coloured  oil  at  the 
bottom.  This  oil  is  celebrated  in 
vomiting,  hiccups,  colicky  pains,  &c. 
both  given  internally  and  applied 
externally  to  the fio>/iach  and  undil.cal 
region.  It  is  however  but  rarely 
made  ufe  of,  and  not  often  met 
with  ill  the  fliops. 

Dofe — one  to  four  drops. 

See  alfo  Macis  and  Nux  mos- 

C  H  A  X  A  • 

OLEUM  MARIORANjE 
ESSENTIALE.  . 
EJfential  oil  o  f  marjoram  leaves. 
Edinb. 

This  oil  is  very  hot  and  pene- 
trating, in  flavour  not  nearly  fo 
agreeable  as  the  marjoram  itfelf; 
when  in  perfection,  it  is  of  a  pale 
yellow  colour  ;  by  long  keeping, 
It  turns  reddilh  :  if  diftilled  with 
too  great  a  heat,  it  arifes  of  this 
colour.-at-  firll.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
be  peculiarly  ferviceable  in  relax- 
ations, obftruttions  and  mucous  dif- 
chargcs  of  the  uterus :  the  dofe  is 
one  or  two  drops. 
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•  OLEUM  MENTH/E  SATIViE 
ESSENTIALE. 
Ejfential  oil  of  the  leaves  of  com- 
mon mint. 
L.  E. 

This  oil  fnieils  and  taftes  ftrong- 
ly  of  the  mint,  but  is  in  both  rei'pccts 
fomewhat  lefs  agreeable  t^liah  the 
herb  itfelf.    It  is  an  uj'^ful Jiornachic 
medicine  ;  and  not  untrequently  ex- 
rbibited  in  "want  of  appetite^  ivenknefs 
.of  tin  fomach,   reacltings  to  vomity 
and  limilar  diforders,  luhcn  mt  ac- 
cojnpaniid  icith  heat  or  inflammation. 
ilt  is  likewife  employed  externally 
/for  the  fame  piirpofes;  and  is  an 
.excellent  ingredient  in  the  ftoma- 
;chic  plafter  of  the  fliops. 
Dofe — one  drop  to  five. 
OLEUM  MENTHyE  PIPERI- 
TIDIS  ESSENTIALE. 
i£.Jf£ntial  ;oil  of  the  leaves  of  pep- 
permnit. 
Land. 

This  pofTefTes  the  fmell,  tafte, 
3^d  virtues  of  the  peppermint  irt 
:perfeclion ;   the  colour  is  a  pale 
jgreenifh  yellow.    It  is  a  medicine 
of  great  pungency  and  fubtility; 
.and   diffufes,   almoft  as  foon  as 
'.taken,  a  glowing  warmth  through 
:the  whole  lyftem.    In  colics  acccm^ 
■-ed  ivilh  great  coldnefs,    and  in 
i  hyfteric  complaints.,  it  is  of  ex- 
icellent  fervice. 

Dofe — two  or  three  drops, 
I  OLEUM  NUCIS  MOSCHATyE 
ESSENTIALE. 
Ejfential  oil  of  nutmegs. 
Land, 

The  efll-ntial  oil  of  nutmegs  ])of- 
:feiTes  the  flavour  and  aromatic  vir- 
itues  of  the  fpice  in  an  eminent  de- 
:gree.  It  is  fimilar  in  quality  to 
:ihe  oil  of  mace,  but  fomewhat  lefs 
,  grateful. 

Dofe — two  to  five  drops. 
OLEUM  ORIGAXI  ESSEN- 
TIALE. 

Ejfential  oil  of  the  leaves   of  ori- 
ganum. 


L.  E. 

This  oil  has   a  very  pungent ' 
acrimonious  taile,  and  a  penetrat- 
ing fmell.    It  has  been  chiefly  em- 
ployed e.xternally  as  an  errhine,  and 
for  eafing  pains  of  the  teeth. 
OLEUM  ESSENTIALE  PIPE- 
RIS  JAMAICENSIS. 
Ejfential  oil  of  Jamaica  pepper, 
Edinb. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  oil,  and 
may  be  ufed  as  a  fuccedaneum  to 
the  oils  of  fome  of  the  dearer  fpices. 
It  is  of  a  fine  pale  colour,  in  fla- 
vour more  agreeable  than  the  oil  of 
cloves,  and  not  far  fliort  of  that  of 
nutmegs.  It  finks  in  water,  like 
the  oils  of  fome  of  the  eaftern 
ipices. 

OLEUM  PULEGII  ESSEN- 

.  tiale; 

Ejfential  oil  of  the  leaves  of  penny- 
royal. 
L.E. 

This  oil,  in  fmell  and  tafle,  re- 
fembles  the  original  plant  :  the 
virtues  of  which  it  likewife  pof- 
fefles.  It  is  given  in  byjleric  cafes^ 
&c. 

Dofe,  from  one  to  five  drops. 
OLEUM  RORISMAillNI  ES- 
SENTIALE. 
Ejfential  oH  oj  rojanary. 
L.  E. 

The  oil  of  roferaary  is  drawn 
from  the  plant  in  flower.  When  in 
perfeftion,  it  is  very  li^ht  and  thin, 
pale,  and  almoft  colourlefs  :  of  great 
fragrancy,  though  not  quite  fo 
agreeable  as  the  rofemary  itfelf. 
It  is  recommended  in  nervous  and 
hyfteric  complaints.Boerhaave  holds 
it  in  great  efteem  againft  epHcpftcs 
and  fi(pprej[i0ns  of  the  uterine  purga-., 
ti.ns,  occafioned  by  weaknefs  and 
inaftivity. 

Dofe,  from  three  to  five  drops. 
OLEUM  LIGNI  RHODII  ES- 
SENTIALE. 
EJJ'cntial  oil  of  rhodium. 
Edinb. 
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This  oil  is  extremely  odorife- 
rous, and  principally  employed  as  a 
perfume  in  fccnting  pomatums,  and 
the  like.  Cuftom  has  not  as  yet 
received  any  preparation  of  this 
elegant  aromatic  wood  into  internal 
ufe. 

OLEUM  RUT^  ESSENTI  ALE. 
EJj'ential  oil  of  rue  leawu 
Edinb. 

The  oil  of  rue  has  a  very  acrid 
tafte,  and  a  penetrating  fmell,  re- 
fembling  that  of  the  herb,  but  ra- 
ther more  impleafant.  It  is  iome- 
times  made  ufe  of  in  l.yjieric  tli/hr- 
ders,  and  as  an  antheiinintk ;  as  alfo 
in  efiilcpjtes  proceeding  from  a  relaxed 
Jiaie  o  f  the  7icrvcs. 

Rue  yields  its  oil  very  fparingly. 
The  largeft  quantity  is  obtained 
from  it  fu.hen  the  ^flowers  arc  ready  to 
fall  offy  and  the  feeds  begin  to  fjciv 
themfclves.     Suitable  maceration, 
previous  to  the  diftiUatioUj  is  here 
extremely  neceflarv. 
OLEUIM  SABINE  ESSEN- 
TtALE. 
EJfcntial  oil  (ffavin  leaves. 

Edil:b. 

Savin  is  one  of  the  plants  which 
yield,  without  much  maceration, 
a  very  large  quantity  of  oil ;  which 
is  a  celebrated  utcriiie  {ind  emmeyia- 
gcgue  :  in  cold  phlegmatic  habits^  it  is 
undoubtedly  a  medicine  of  much 
fcrvice,  though  not  capable  of  per- 
forming what  it  has  been  ufually 
reprefented  to  do. 

Dofe— two  or  three  drops,  or 
more. 

OLEUM  SASSAFRAS  RADICIS 
ESSENTL'\LE. 
EJj'ential  o  'd  nf fijjajras. 
L.E. 

This  is  the  moft  ponderous  of  all 
the  known  eflential  oils,  but  rifes 
in  diftillation  with  fiifficient  eafe  : 
it  appears  limpid  as  water,  has  a 
moderately  pungent  tafts,  a  very 
fragrant  fmell,  exaftly  refembiing 
that  of  the   fallafra^.    It  ftands 
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greatly  commended  as  a Judoriftcy 
a  nd  for  purifying  the  hkodnnd  juices  : 
it  is  iikcwife  fuppofcd  to  be  of  fer- 
vice  in  htimoural ajlhmas  and  coughs, 

Dofe,  from  two  to  ten  drops. 

The  decodtipn  remaining  after 
the  diftillation  of 'the  oil  afFoids 
by  infpiflation  an  ufeful  extract. 
Hoffmann  fays,  he  has  ^iven  it  with 
great  benefit,  as  a  corroborant  in  ca- 
chectic cafts,  in  the  decline  of  inter- 
mitting fevers,  and  for  abating  hy- 
pochondriacalfpafm;. 

Dofe  3  i. 

OLEUM  TEREBINTHINiE. 
Oil  of  turpentine. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Common  turpentine,  five  pounds; 
Water,  four  pounds. 
Diftil  the  turpentine  from  the  wa- 
ter in  a  copper  alembic. 
,  After  the  oil  has  been  diftilled 
there  remains  the  refina  Jiava^ 
which  is  only  ufed  for  external  ap- 
plication, to  give  confidence  to 
plafters,  and  fimilar  purpofes. 

This  oil  is  a  very  hot  ftimulating 
medicine.  Itis  fometimes  given-  as 
di  fudorifc  and  diuretic,  in  the  dofe 
of  two  or  three  drops :  in  large 
dofes,  it  is  apt  greatly  to  heat  ti  e 
body,  occafion  |.ain  of  the  head, 
and  elTufion  of  the  femen  and  liquor 
of  the  proftrate  glands.  It  has 
heverthelefs  been  taken  in  confide- 
nibie  dofes  (along  with  honey  or 
other  convenient  vehicles)  againft 
chronic  rbetimat  fni,  the  fciaiira,  and 
lumbago ;  and,  as  it  is  faid,  with, 
■great  fuccefs.  Some  have  recom- 
mended "it  againit  'venereal runn'fTi^s : 
but  here  it  has  produced  mifchievous 
confequences,  inflaming  the  parrs 
anci  aggravating  the  difordcr.  Care 
fliould  be  taken  not  to  give  very 
large  dofes  ;  as  an  inftance  has  been 
mentioned  of  bloody  urine  fucceed- 
ing  tbe exhibition.  Externally 
it  is  not  unfrequently  employed 
againfi.  rheumatic painst  aches,  J'pralns^ 
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for  Ji/cuZ/f'ig  coU  iumpursy  and  re- 

RECTIFICATUM. 
RcctifiiJ  oil  of  turp(nti)u\ 

l:e. 

Ta^e  of 

Oil  of  turpentine,  one  pound  ; 
Diftilled  water,  four  pints,  or 
.  pounds. 
ODiftU. 

OLEUM  VINI. 
Oil  ef  totJte. 
Lond. 

Take  of 
Alcohol ; 

Vitriolic  acid— each  one  puit. 
Jklix  them  In-  degrees,  and  diftil ; 
taking  care  "that  no  black  froth 
pafles  into  the  receiver.  Separate 
the  oily  part  of  the  diftilled  li- 
quor from  the  voiacile  vitriolic 
acid.    To  the  oily  part  add  rx'atcr 
of  pure  ka'iy  fufficient  to  cor- 
rect the  fulphui-eous  Imell ;  fub- 
mit  it  again  to  diftillation,  and 
draw  over  what  little  ather  there 
may  be,  with  a  gentle  heat.  The 
oleurn  n  ini  remains  in  the  retort, 
fwimmir.g  on  the  watery  liquor, 
-from  which  it  is  to  be  feparated. 
The  vitriolic  acid  fliould  be  ad- 
ded to  the  aicohol  by  a  little  at  a 
time,  waiting  till  the  firft  addition 
is  incorporated  before  another  quan- 
titv  is  put  in  ;  by  which  the  enfu- 
ingheat  is  inconfiderable,  and  the 
combination  is  eifefled.  without  in- 
convenience: otherwife,  if  they  ar? 
put  together  too  haftily,  great  heat  - 
and  ebullition  would  beraifed,  diffi- 
pate  a  part  of  the  mixture,  ha- 
zard the  brc3kingof  the  veffel,  and 
endanger  the  operator. 

The  chi-f  ufe  which  is  at  pre- 
fent  made  of  the  pleum  vini  is  to 
form  the  Spiriius  atheris  uitriolici 
comf^njitui. 

Most  of  the  foregoing  oiis  are 
drawn  by  our  chemifts,  and  eafily 
procurable  in  a  tolerable  degree  of 
perfection ;  thofe  of  cinnamon,  cloves, 


nutmegs^  and  mctce,  excepted.  Thefe 
aie  ufuiilly  imported:  and  are  for 
the  moll  part  fo  much  adulterated, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  meet  with  fuch 
as  are  at  all  fit  for  ufe. 

Nor  are  the  adulterations  of  thefe 
kinds  of  preparations  eafily  difcc 
verable.    The  grofler  abufes  in- 
deed mav  be  readily  detected :  thus 
if  the  oil  be  mixed  -^niti  fpirlt  of 
ravine,  it  will  turn  milky  on  the  ad- 
dition of  water      if  ivith  c.xpreffi-J 
oils,  reftified  fph'it  will  diflblve  the 
etfential,  and  leave  the  other  be- 
hind     if  ivith  oil  of  turpentine,  oa 
dippino^  a  piece  of  paper  in  the 
mixtui^,  and  drying  it  with  a  gen- 
tle heat,  the  turpentine  will  be  be- 
trayed bv  its  fmell.    But  the  more 
fubtle  artifts  have  contrived  other 
methods  of  fophifucation,  which 
elude  all  triab  of  this  kind. 

Some  have  looked  upon  the  fpe- 
cific  aravity  of  oils  as  a  certain  cri- 
terion of  their  genuinenefs  ;  and 
accordingly  we  have  given  a  table 
of  the  orav'ity  of  feveral  in  page .40- 
This  however  is  not  to  be  abfolute- 
ly  depended  on  :  for  the  genuine  r 
oils,  obtained  from  the  fame  fub- 
jefts,  aftentimes  differ  in  gravity  as 
much  as  thofe  drawn  from  different 
ones.    Cinnamon  and  chws,  whofe 
oils  ufuallv  fink  in  water,  yield,  if 
(lowly  and  warily  dirtilled,  an  oil  of 
great  fragrancy,  which  is  neverthe- 
fefs   fpecifically  lighter  than  the 
aqueous  fluid  employed  in  the  di- 
ftillation  of  it ;  whillt,  on  the  other 
-hand,  the  laft  runnings  of  fo^iie  of 
the  lighter  oils  prove  fometimes  fo 
ponderous  as  to  fink  in  water. 

As  all  effential  oils  agree  in  the 
general  properties  of  folubility  in 
fpirh  of  wine,  indiflolubility  in  wa- 
tor,  mifcibility  with  water  by  the 
intervention  of  certain  intermedia, 
vola^ilify  in  the  heat  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, &:c:  it  is  plain  that  they  may  be 
varioudy  mixed  with  one  another, 
or  the  dearer  fophifticated  with  the 
cheaper,  without  any  poffibilitv  of 
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difcoyering  the  abufe  by  any  trials 
of  this  kind.  And  indeed  it  would 
not  be  of  nnucli  advantage  to  the 
purchafcr,  if  he  had  infallible  cri- 
teria of  the  genuinefs  of  every  in- 
dividual oil.  It  is  of  as  much  im- 
portance, that  they  be  gooti^  as  that 
they  be  genuine  ;  for  I  have  often 
feen  genuine  oils  from  incurious  di- 
ftillation,and  long  and  carelefs keep- 
ing, nveaker  both  in  fmell  and  taAe 
than  the  common  fophifticatedones. 

The  f7»ell  and  taflc  fcctn  to  be  the 
only  certain  tejls  that  the  nature  of  the 
thing  iviU  admit  of.  if  a  bark  fliould 
have  in  every  refpeft  the  appear- 
ance of  good  cinnamon,  and  ftiould 
be  proved  indifputably  to  be  the 
genuine  bark  of  the  cinnamon  tree; 
yet,  if  it-want  the  cinnamon  flavour, 
or  have  it  but  in  a  low  degree,  we 
rejeft  it;  and  the  cafe  is  the  fame 
with  the  oil.  It  is  only  from  ufe 
and  habit,  or  comparifons  with 
fpecimens  of  known  quality,  thatwe 
can  judge  of  the  goodnefs  either  of 
the  drugs  themfelves,orof  their  oils. 

Moft  of  the  eflential  oils,  indeed, 
are  too  hot  and  pungent  to  be  tafted 
with  fafety  ;  and  the  fmell  of  the 
fubjeft  is  fo  much  concentrated  in 
them,  that  a  fmall  variation  in  this 
refpeft  is  not  eafily  diftinguiflied. 
But  we  can  readily  dilute  them  to 
any  affigiiable  decree.  A  drop  of 
the  oil  may  be  diUblved  in  fpirit  of 
wine  ;  or  received  on  a  bit  of  fugar, 
and  diflolved  by  that  intermedium 
in  water.  The  quantity  of  liquor 
which  it  thus  impregnates  with  its 
flavour,  or  the  degree  of  flavour 
which  it  communicates  to  a  certain 
determinate  quantity,  will  be  the 
meafure  of  the  degree  of  goodnefs 
of  the  oil. 
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We  fliall  here  fubjoin  fome  ex- 
periments of  the  quantity  of  ejjen— 
tial  oil  ohtainctl  from  differ mt  vege- 
table', reduced  into  the  form  ot  a 
table.  The  firjl  column  contains 
the  names  of  the  refpeftive  vegeta- 
ble fiibftances — the  J'econd  the  quan- 
tity of  each  which  was  fubmitted 
to  the  didillation — and  the/Zj^Wthe 
quantity  of  oil  obtained.  .  In  every 
other  part  of  this  book  where  found 
weights  are  mentioned,  the  troy 
pound  of  twelve  ounces  is  meant 
but  thefe  experiments  having  been 
all  made  by  a  pound  of  hxteen 
ounces,  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
fet  down  the  matter  of  fa£t  in  the 
original  weights ;  efpecially  as  the 
feveral  materials  in  the  large  quan- 
tity commonly  required  for  the  di- 
ftillation  of  oils  are  purchafed  by- 
weights  of  the  fame  kind.  But  to 
remove  any  ambiguity  which  might 
arife  hence,  and  enable  the' reader 
"to  judge  more  readily  of  the  yield, 
a  reduction  of  the  weights  is  given 
in  the  next  column  ;  which  Ihews 
the  number  of  parts  of  each  of  the 
fubjefts,  from  which  one  part  of 
oil  was  obtained.  To  each  article 
is  affixed  the  author's  name  from 
whom  the  experiment  is  taken. 
The  different  diftillations  of  one 
fubjefV,  feveral  of  which  are  in- 
ferted  in  the  table,  fliew  how  varia- 
ble the  yield  of  oil  is,  and  that  the 
exotic  fpices,  a^  well  as  our  indi- 
genous plants,  do  not  always  con- 
tain the  fame  proportion  of  this  ac- 
tive principle  :  though  it  muft  be 
obferved,  alfo,  that  part  of  the  dif- 
ferences may  probably  arife  from 
the  operation  itfelf  having  been 
more  or  lefs  carefully  performed. 
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Table  of  the  quantity^  of  EJJential  0:1  obtained  from  different 


V ^^etah'es. 


lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
9  lb. 
J  lb. 
I  lb. 
lb. 


Agallochiim  wood     -  -    lO  lb."l 

Angelica  root        -  -      i  lb. 

Anileed       -        -  -      i  lb. 

Anileed       -        -  -      3  lb. 

Anileed       -        -  -     4  lb. 

Afafcedita    -    -    -  -    4  oini. 

vCalamus  aromaticus    -  -    50  lb. 

(.Calamus  aromaticus    -  -     i  lb. 

X^araway  feeds        -  -     4  lb. 

iCaraway  leeds        -  -      2  lb. 

'.Caraway  feeds        -  -    i  cwt. 

vCarline  thiftle  root     -  -      i  lb. 

■  Cardamom  feeds      -  -    i  011 11. 

'  Carrot  feeds         -  -      2  lb. 

Cafcarilla       ,       -  -  i 
I  Camomile  flowers 
Common  camomile  flowers 

W  ild  camomile  flowers  - 

Wild  camomile  flowers  - 
Cfiervil  leaves,  frefli 
Cedar  wood  ... 

Cinnamoa       -       -  _ 

Cinnamon       -       -  _ 
Cinnamon  - 

Ci  nnamon       -      _  . 
Cinnamon 

Clary  feeds      -      -  - 

Clary  in  flower,  frefli  -  1301b. 

Cloves        -         -  -      I  lb. 

Cloves        -         -  -      I  lb. 

Cloves         -        -  -      2  lb. 

Copaiba  balfam       -  -      r  lb. 

Copaiba  balfam       -  -      i  lb. 

Ciiinminfeed  -  -  ibufli. 
Diclamnus  Creticus   -  i  lb. 

Dill  feed       .  (    .  .     ^  lb. 

Elecampane  root       -  -     2  lb. 

Eiemi     -       -       -  -      1  lb. 

Fennel  feed,  common  -    2  ouji. 

Fennel  feed,  fweet    -  -  ibufli. 

Galangal  root,  .      1  lb. 

Garlickroot,  frefli     -  -     2  lb. 

Ginger        -        -  -      i  lb. 

Hon'cradifli  root,,  frefli  -  8oun. 

HylTop  leaves     ^  -  .     z  lb. 

HyfTop  leaves         -  -      i  lb. 

Hylfjp  leaves        -  -      i  Ib.^ 


lb.  >^ 

lb. 
lb. 
lb. 


C 

-a 


dra. 
dra. 
dra. 
oun. 
I  oiui. 
I 


2 
2 


dra. 
,oiin. 
fcriip. 
2  oun. 
9  dra. 
83  oun. 
2ifcrup. 
I  fcrup. 
lidra. 

1  dra. 
30  gra. 

5  dra. 
20  era. 

2idra. 
30  gra. 

2  dra. 

1  dra. 

2  jfcrup. 
U  dr.  ^ 

2  dra. 
I   8  fcrup. 
2  d"ra. 
3|oun. 
i~oun. . 
2ioun. 

5  oun. 

6  oun. 
8  oun. 

2  1,  oun. 
30  gra. 

2  oun.' 

3ifcrup. 

I  oun. 

I  fcrup. 
18  ou.n, 

I  dra. 
30  ^-^ra. 

1  dra. 

lidra. 
-;Hra. 

2  dri. 


c 
5 


-T3 


O 


o 


c 
o 

-a 


r  320 
128 

48 

64 

33 
185 
192 

32 

28i 

24 
128 

256 

155 

384 

307 
2304 

64 

128 
J53 

64 

256 
594 

^1 


256 
32 

245 
16 

4b 

128 

256 
;2S< 
256 
237 


Caith. 

Neici/:. 

Lewis. 

I-eivis. 

Nciim. 

Hof. 

Neum. 

Lewis. 

Leivis. 

Leivis. 

Neum. 

Neu//!. 

'Leivis. 

Ca'rtb. 

Catth. 

Leivis. 

Carth, 

Leivis. 

Neum. 

Sala. 

Neutn. 

Lemcry. 

Carth. 

Carth, 

Lewis. 

Leivis. 

Teichm. 

Carth. 

Hnjf. 
Hoff. 

Leivis. 


Leivis. 

Leivis. 

Neum. 

Ncujn, 

Neum. 

Carth. 
Neum, 
N<um. 
N:um. 
Neum. 


85  Carth. 
6^1  Car  ti: 
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HyfTop  leaves,  frefh 
Hyflbp  leaves,  frerti    -  - 
Hyllbp  leaves,  frefli    -  - 
Juniper  berries 
Juniper  berries 
Lavender  in  flower, frefli  - 
Lavenderin  flower,  frefli  - 
Lavenderin  flo'v  cr,  frefli  - 
Lavender  flowers,  frefli  - 
Lavender  flowers,  dried  - 
Lavender  flowers,  dried 
Lavender  flowers,  dried  - 
Broad-leavedLavender  7  - 
flowers,  dry  j  - 

Lovage  root       -     -  - 
Mace     -       -       ,  - 
Mace     -       _       -  - 
Marjoram  in  flower,  frefli 
Marjoram  in  flower,  frefli 
Marjoram  in  flower,  frefli 
Marjoram  leaves,  frefli  - 
Marjofam  leaves,  dried  - 
Maflerwortroot 
Milfoil  flowers,  dried 
Mint  in  flower,  frefli 
Mint  leaves,  dried 
Peppermint,  frefli 
Myrrh  .... 
Myrrh       -       -     .  - 
Nutmegs       .        -  - 
■Nutmegs       .        -  . 
Nutmegs  ... 
Nutmegs  - 
Nutmegs  ... 
Parfley  feeds     -      -  - 
Parfley  leaves,  frefli    -  - 
Parfnip^  feeds  ... 
Pennyroyal  in  flovver,  frefli 
Black  pepper  - 
Black  pepper 
Black  pepper 
Black  pepper 
Black  pepper 

Pimento       -        -  - 
Rhodium  wood 
Rhodium  wood 
Rhodium  wood 
Rhodium  wood 
Rhodium  wood 
Rofemary.in  flower    -  - 
Rofemary  leaves 
Rofemary  leaves 


2  cvvt, 
lo  lb. 
30  lb, 
8  lb. 

1  lb. 
48  lb. 
30  lb. 
i3icw. 

2  lb. 
4  lb. 
2  lb. 
4  lb. 
4  lb. 
I  lb, 
I  lb. 
I  lb. 
I  lb. 

8r  lb. 
i3ilb. 

34  lb. 
iSilb. 
■  4  lb. 

I  lb. 
14  lb. 
6  lb. 
4  lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
r  lb. 
I  lb. 


4 
I 

I 

I 

r 

r 


238  lb. 
8  lb. 
13  lb. 
2  lb. 
I  lb. 
I  lb. 
I  lb. 
6  lb. 
I  oun. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I  cwt. 
I  lb. 
I  lb. 


o 

is 

c 

O 
T3 

U 


i 

3 
I 

2 

I 


6  oun. 
3  dra. 
9  dra. 
3  oun, 

3  dra. 
12  oun. 

6|oun, 
60  oun. 

4  dra. 

2  oun. 
oun. 
oun. 
oun. 
dra. 
dra. 

5  dra. 
-  6  dra. 

3|oun. 
3idra. 
lioun. 
4  dra. 
I  oun. 
30  gra. 
4  dra, 
4|dra. 

1  ioun, 

3  dra. 

2  dra. 

3  dra. 
1  oun. 
I  oun. 

4  dra. 

6  dra. 

5  dra. 

1  dra, 

2  oun. 

2  dra. 

6  dra. 
6  dra. 
2idra. 

4  fcrup. 
I  dra. 

3  dra. 
30  gra. 

dra. 
dra, 
dra. 
dra. 
dra. 
oun. 
2.  dra. 
3  dra. 


3 
2 

3 
3 
4 
8 


r  597 

Leiuii. 

427 

/Lents. 

4^7 

Leiuis. 

42| 

Hoff. 

42 

Curth. 

64 

Lewis. 

72 

Lm.ii. 

403 

Lfivis. 

6.1 

Uoff. 

32 

Lewis. 

32 

Uoff. 

214 

Hoff. 

64 
64 

Hoff. 

Carlh. 

128 

Carth. 

'25-1 

Carth, 

347 
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StrfiJ^le.  dljlUU'd  Waters. 


^Rofemary  leaves 

-  3 

\b.^ 

•Rofemary  leaves 

I 

lb. 

Rofcmary  leaves 

I 

lb. 

Rofemary  leaves,  frefli 

-  7° 

lb. 

Rofcs 

-  lOO 

lb. 

Rofes 

-  lOO 

lb. 

•Rofes 

IZ 

lb. 

Rue 

-  lO 

lb. 

:Rue 

-  10 

lb. 

■Rue  in  flower 

■  4 

lb. 

:Rue  in  flou-er 

-  6o 

lb. 

:Rue  with  the  feeds 

-  72 

lb. 

jSarfron 

I 

lb. 

e  leaves 

I 

lb. 

in  flower,  frefli  - 

-  3+ 

lb. 

>Sage  of  virtue  in  flower 

-  27 

lb.  ' 

-Sage  of  virtue  in  flower 

-  8 

lb. 

-Saflafras 

-  6 

lb. 

^Saflafras 

-  6 

lb. 

>Savin 

lb. 

"•Sounders,  yellow 

-     '  I 

lb. 

'Ilage  feeds 

I 

lb. 

-^has  in  flower,  frefli 

- 

lb. 

.Th\  me  in  flower,  frefli 

-      2  CWt. 

TThyme  in  flower,  dry 

■  3i 

lb. 

lb. 


ILemon  thyme  in  flower,  frefli  5 1 
ILemon  thyme  in  flower,  frefli  98  lb. 
ILemcn  rhyme,  drie^  a  little  104  lb. 
'•Wormcod  leaves,  dry  -  4. 
Wor.Ti'.vcod  leaves,  di^v  -  18 
■  vV  ormwood  leaves,  dry  -  25 
I'Zedoary       -        .       .  i 


lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 


c 
c: 


o 


■  jidra. 
I  dra. 
I  idra. 
5  oun. 
4  dra. 

1  oun. 
30  gra. 

2  gra. 

4  dra. 
» I  dra. 

2-ioun.  . 

3  oun. 
i^dra. 

5  fcrup. 
lioun. 

6  dra. 
i^dra. 
i^oun. 
2  oun. 
5  oun. 
2  dia. 
2ifcrup. 

2  dra. 
^ioun. 
I  {dra. 
lloun. 
24  oun. 

3  oun. 
I  oun. 
jioun. 
3|-oun. 
I  dra. 


c 
o 


cu 

d 


o 


G. 

c 
o 


3^9 

2  24j£,f-tm. 
3200I  'Tachen, 
\  6Qo\Ho2>!h. 

32o;//#. 

^'1  z  Lewis. 
507  Leivis. 
384'Z-f -XIV'. 

7  7  Cart/.'.  ■ 
^44  Len.vis. 
^76  Lewis, 
t^^ I  Lewis. 

48  Neum. 
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64 
1 54 


Hoff. 
Garth, 
Nemn. 
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29 

653 
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55S 
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.■ewis. 
c-vjis. 
Lewi;. 
Lewis. 
Lewis. 

(Wis, 
Lewis.  ■ 
Lewis. 


64  L 
192 
114 
128  Neum, 


S  E 

DlRECTIOXS  FOR  OBTAINING 

THE  effluvia  which  exhale  in 
the  air  from  many  vegeta- 
"bles,  particularly  from  thofe  of  the 
;.'ons  kind,  confift  apparently  of 
.  ::ciples  of  great  fubtility  and  ac- 
tivity, capable  of  ftrong'.y  and  fud- 
rdenly  afFeding  the  brain  and  ner- 
'  vous  fyftem,   efpecially  in  thofe 
'  whofe  nerves  are  of  great  fenfibili- 
Ity;  and  likewife  of  operating,  in 
I  a  flower  manner,  upon  the  fyftem 
of  grofler  veflrls,    Thus  Boer- 


T.  11. 

Simple  distilled  Waters. 

t 

HA  AVE  obferves  that  in  hyjlcrical 
and  hypochondriacal  perfons^  the  fra- 
grant,odour  of  the  Indian  hyacinth 
excites  ftrange  fpafms,  which  the 
ftrong  fcent  of  the  rue  relieves:  — 
that  the  effluvia  of  the:  tvaivut-tree 
occafion  head-achs,  and  make  the 
body  coflive  : — that  thofe  of  poppies 
procure  fleep  : — and  that  the  fmell 
of  bean-bhjjhms^  lo"g  continued, 
difordcrs  the  fenfes.  Lemkuy  re- 
lates, from  his  own  knowledge, 
Bb 
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that  feyeral  perfons  were  purged, 
by  flaying  long  in  a  room  where 
damafk  rofes  were  drying. 

Some  of  the  chemiftj  have  in- 
dulged themfelves  in  the  pleafing 
furvey  of  thefe  preridin!>  fpirits,  as 
they  are^alled,  of  vegetables  ;  their 
peculiar  nature  in  the  different  fpe- 
cies  of  plants  ;  their  exhalation  in- 
to the  atinofphere  by  the  fun's  heat, 
and'difp'erfion  by  winds  ;  their  ren- 
dering the  air  of  particular  places 
mediciiial,  or  otherwife,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  plants  that 
abound.  Tliey  have  contrived  alfo 
different  means  for  coUeding  thcfe 
fugitive  emanations,  and  concen- 
trating and  condenfing  ihem  into  a 
liquid  form  ;  employing  either  the 
native  moifture  of-  the  fubjetSt,  or 
an  addition  of  water,  as  a  vehicle 
or  matrix  for  retaining  them. 

The  procefs  which  has  been 
judged  raofl:  analogous  to  that  of 
nature  is  the  following.  The  fub- 
je£l  frefli  gathered,  at  the  feafon  of 
its  greateft  vigour,  with  the  morn- 
ing dew  upon  it,  is  laid  lightly  and 
imbruifed  in  a  fliallow  vefTel,  to 
which  is  adapted  a  low  head  with  a 
recipient.  Under  the  vefTel,  a  live 
coal  is  placed,  and  occafionally  re; 
newed,  fo  as  to  keep  \ip  an  uni- 
form heat,  no  greater  than  that 
which  obtains  in  the  atmofphere  in 
fummer,  viz.  about  85  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer.  In  this 
degree  of  heat,  there  arifes,  very 
flo'wly,  .an  invifible  vapour,  which 
condenfes  in  the  head  into  dewy 
drops  and  falls  down  into  the  re- 
ceiver, and  which  has  been  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  very  fubftance  that 
the  plant  would  have  fpontaneoufly 
emitted  in  the  open  air. 

But  on  fubmitting  to  this  pro- 
cefs many  kinds  of  odoriferous  ve- 
getables,'! have  always  found  the 
liquors  obtained  by  it  to  be  very 
different  from  the  natural  effluvia 
of  the  refpeaive  fubjefts  :  they 
had  very  little  fmell,  and  no  re- 


markable  tafle.  It  appeared  that  a 
heat,  equal  to  that  of  the  atmo- 
.fphere,  is  incapable  of  raifing  in 
clofe  velTels  thofe  parts  of  vegeta- 
bles which  they  emit  in  the  open 
air.  It  may  therefore  bj  prefumed, 
that,  in  this  lafl  cafe,  fome  other 
caufe  concurs  to  the  effeft  :  that  it 
is  not  the  fun's  heat  alone,  which 
raifes,  and  impregnates  the  air  with 
the  odorous  principles  of  vegeta- 
bles, but  that  the  air  itfelf,  or  the 
■watery  humidity  with  which  it 
abounds,  acting 'as  a  true  diflbl- 
vent,  extracts  and  imbibes  tiiem  ;  fo 
that  the  natural  effluvia  of  a  plant 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  infufioa 
of  the  p'ant  made  in  air.  The 
purgative  virtue  or  tlie  damalk  rofe, 
and  the  aftiin^ency  of  the  walnut 
tree,  which,  as  above  obferved,  are 
in  fome  meafure  communicated  to 
the  air,  may  be  totally  extrafted 
by  infufion  both  in  watery  ai  d  fpi- 
rituo,us  menf^riia,  but  never  rife  in 
diftillation  with  anv  degree  of  heat; 
and  the  volatile  odours  of  aromatic 
herbs,  which  are  diffufed  through 
the  atmofphere  in  the  lowefr 
warmth,  cannot  be  made  to  diflil 
without  a  heat  much  greater  than 
is  ever  found  to  obtain  in  a  lead- 
ed air. 

But  the  reafon  of  this  ha?  been 
attempted  to  be  accounted  for,  by 
fuppofing  that  the  effluvia  arifing 
from  growing  vegetables,  are  chief- 
ly exhaled  by  the  living  energy  of 
the  plant ;  the  odoriferous  matter  is 
a  real  fecretion,  which  cannot  be 
performed  independent  of  aftive 
veffels ;  and  it  is  reafoiiabie  to 
allow  the  fame  powers  for  the  ex- 
halation of  the  effluvia,  as  for  the 
tranfpiration  of  their  watery  parts. 

The  above  procefs  therefore,  and 
the  theory  on  which  it  is  built,  ap- 
pear to  be  faulty  in  two  points; 
(i.)  in  fuppofing  that  all  thofe 
principles,  which  naturally  exhale 
from  vegetables,  may  be  collected 
by  difliilation ;  whereas  there  are 
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Simplt  dijllllfd  f Filters. 


jnanv  which  the  air  extraas  in  vir- 
tue of  its  dilTolving  pow  er,  •  and 
which  are  artiticially  [epai-able  alfo 
by  difToIvents  only;,  (a-)  in  em- 
ploying a  degree  of  hf  at  infufficient 
for'  feparating  even  tbofe  parts 
which  are  truly  exhalable  by  heat. 

The  foregoing  method  of  di fil- 
iation is  commonly  called  diJllUa- 
tion  by  the  cold  Jill;  but  thofe  who 
have  praftifed  it,  have  generally 
employed  a  confiderable  heat.  A 
fliallow  leaden  veflel  is  filled  with 
the  frefh  herbs,  flowers,  &c.  which 
are  heaped  above  it,  fo  that  when 
the  head  is  fitted  on,  this  alfo  may 
be  filled  a  confiderable  way.  A  lit- 
tle fire  is  made  under  the  veflel,  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  the  bottom  much 
hotter  than  the  hand  can  bear,  care 
bcins  taken  onlv  not  to  heat  it  fo 
far  as  to  endanger  fcorching  any 
part  of  the  fubjeft.  If  the  bottom 
of  the  veflel  be  not  made  fo  hot  as 
to  have  this  effeft  on  the  part  con- 
tiguous to  it,  it  is  not  to  be  feared 
that  the  heat  communicated  to  the 
reft  of  the  included  matter  will  be 
great  enough  to  do  it  any  injury. 
By  this  management,  the  volatile 
parts  of  fev  era  I.  odorous  plants,  as 
mint,  are  effe<n:ually_  forced  over ; 
and  if  the  procefs  has  been  fkil- 
fully  managed,  the  diftilled  liquor 
proves  richly  impregnated  with  the 
native  colour  and  flavour  of  the 
fubject,  without  having  received 
any  kind  of  difagreeable  imprelfion 
'rom  the  heat  made  ufe  of. 

This  procefs  has  been  chiefly 
practifed  in  private  families;  the 
flownefs  of  the  diflillation,  and  the 
attendance  and  care  neceflTary  for 

re  venting  the  fcorching  of  fome 
part  of  the  plant,  fo  as  to  commu- 
nicate an  ungrateful  burnt  flavour 
to  the  liquor,  rendering  it  inconfif- 
'tnt  with  the  difpatch  requifite  in 
■-he  larger  way  of  bufinefs. 

Another  method  has  therefore 
been  ufed,  that  by  the  common  flUl, 
called,  in  diftiniftion  irom  the  fore- 


going, the  hot  flill.  Here  a  quan- 
tity of  water  is  added  to  the  plant, 
to  prevent  its  burning  :  and  the  li- 
quor is  kept  nearly  of  a  boiling  ■ 
heat,  or  made  fully  to  boil,  fo  that 
the  vapour  rifes  plentifully  into  the^ 
head,  'and  palfing  thence  into  a  fpi- 
ral  pipe  or  worm  placed  in  a  veiTei 
of  cold  water,  is' there  condenfed., 
and  runs  out  in  drops  quickly  Suc- 
ceeding one  another,  or  in  a  co.n«- 
tinued  rtream.  The  additional  wa- 
ter does  not  at  aJi  weaken  the  pro- 
duce :  for  the  nioft  volatile  parts  of 
the  fubjeft  rife  firft,  and  impreg- 
nate the  liquor  that  firft  diftils  :  as 
foon  as  the  plant  has  given  over  its 
virtue  fulficiently,  which  is  known 
by  examining  from  time  to  ^ime  the 
liquor  that  runs  from  the  nofe  of 
the  v.'orm,  the  diflillation  is'  to  be 
flopt. 

'This  is  the  method  of  diflilla- 
tion commonly  praftifed  for  the  of- 
ficinal waters.  It  is  acconipanied 
with  one  imperfe£lion,  afl^eAing 
chiefly  thofe  waters  whofe  princi- 
pal value  confifls  in  the  delicacy  of 
their  flavour ;  this  being  not  a  lit- 
tle injured  by  the  boiling  heat  ufu- 
ally  employed,  and  by  the  co-agi- 
tation of  the  odorous  particles  of  the 
fubjeft  with  the  water.  Sometimes 
alfo  a  part  of  the  plant  flicks  to  the 
^^des  of  the  ftiil,  and-  is  fo  far 
fcorched  as  to  give  an  ungrateful 
taint  to  the  liquor. 

There  is  another  method  of  ma- 
naging this  operation,  already  re- 
commended for  the  diflillation  "  of 
the  more  volatile  eflential  oils,  and 
which  is  equally  applicable  to  that 
of  the  waters.  In  this  method,  the 
advantages  of  the  foregoing  ones 
are  united,  and  their  inconveni- 
encies  obviated.  A  quantity  of 
water  being  poured  into  the  flill, 
and  the  herbs  or  flowers  placed  in 
a  bafliet  over  it,  there  can  be  no 
poflibility  of  burning  j  the  water 
may  be  made  to  boil,  but  fo  as  not 
to  rife  up  into  the  bafliet,  which 
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would  defeat  thel  intention  of  tiiis  thelefs  as  ftrong  an  impregnation 
contrivance.  The  hot  vapour  of  to  water,  as  tliole  plants  which  ab- 
the  water  pading  lightly  throuoh  '*ound  moll:  with  oil. 


all  the  interftici^S  of  the  fubje'dt, 
imbibes  and  carries  over  the  vo- 
latile parts  unaltered  ii\  their  na- 
tive flavour.    By-  thefe  means  the 


Many  have  been  of  (Tpinion,  that 
diOilled  waters  niay  be  more  and 
more  impregnated  with  thp  virtues 
of  the  fubject,  and  their  (Ircngth 


diftilled.  waters  of  all  thofe  fub- ^ increafea  to  any  SHigned  decree, 


jftances,  whofe  oils  'arc  of  the  more 
volatile  <kind,  are,  obtained  in  the 
utmoftx  perfe(flion,  and  ..with  fulK- 
cient  difpatch ;  for'»wKich  laft  in- 
tention the  ftill  n'l.iy  be  filled  quite 
up  to  the  head. 


by  cohcbatioti,  that  is,  by  re-diftil- 
ling  them  a  number  of  times  from 
frefli  parcels  of  the  plant.  Expe- 
rience, however,  fliows  the  con- 
trary; a  water  ikilfuUy  drawn  in 
\ht   firft  diftiltetion,  proves,  on 


In  Jhe  diflillation  of  eflential  every  repeated  one,  not  ifrouger, 
'foils,  tbfc  water,  obferved  in  the  _^ut  more  difagreeable.  Aqueous 
foregoing^  feflion,  4mbibes  always    liquors  are  not  capable  of  imbibing 


a  part  of  the  oiL  The  diftilied  li- 
quors, here  treated  of,  are  no  other 
than  water  thus  impregnated  -with 
the\  eflential  oil  of  the  fubje£t  ; 
whatever  fmell,  Fafte,  or  virtue,  is 


here  tommunicated  to  water,  or 


above  a  certain  quantity  of  the  vo- 
latile oil  of  vegetables,  and  this 
Ihey  may  be  made  to  take  up  by 
one,  as  well  as  by  any  number  of 
diftlllations.  The  oftener  the  pro- 
cefs  is  repeated,  the  ungrateful  Im- 


obtai^ied  in  the -^ornr' oi  a  watery    preffion,  which  they  generally  re- 


liqybr,  being  found  in  a  concen 
trfited  flate  in  the  oil.  The  eflen- 
tiai  oil,  or  fome  part  yjf  it,  more 
attenuated  and  fubtililccfthan'  the 
reft,   is  the  direit   principle,  on 


ceive  from  the  fire  even  at  the  firft 
time,  becomes  greater  and  greater. 
Thofe  plants  which  do  not  yield  at 
firft  waters  fufiiciently  ftrong,  are 
not  proper  fubje£ts  for  this  procefs, 


which  tHe  title  of  fphiuis  re^ior,  or  ^  fince  their  virtue  may  'be  obtain 


prefiding'.fpirit,  has  bg'en 'bcftowed. 

All  thofe  vegetaoles,  therefore, 
which  contain  an  eflei^ial  oil,  will 
give  over  fome<virtue,tt)  wate^-  by 
diftillatioli  :  but  the  degree  of  the 
impregnation  of  the  water,  or  the 
quantity  of  water  which  a  plant  is 

.capable  of  fatiafing  with  its  virtue, 
are  by  nt^  means  in  proportion  to 
the  quanuty  of  Ms  oil.  The  oil  fa- 
tiates  only  the  water  that  comes 
over  at  fame  time  with  it.  If 
there  be-  more  ijil  than  is  fufficient 
for  this  fatiation,  the  furplus  fepa- 

. rates,  and  concretes  in- its  proper 
form,  not  Vhifcible  witWthe  water 
that  arife^  afterwards.  Some  odo- 
riferous flowers,  whofe  oil  isyn  fo 

,  little  qiiantity,  that  fcarcely  any 
vifible  mark  of  it  appears,  unlefs 
fifty  or  an  hundred  pounds  or  more 
are  diftilied  a't  once,  give  never- 


ed  much  more  advantag'eoufiy  by 
others. 

General  rules  for  llie-  dif  illation  of  the 
officinah Jimple  -waters, 
I. 

Pla/ts  a.nd  their  parts,  where  they 
are  d:re£ted  freQi,  fuch  only  muft 
be  employed  ;  but  fome  are  al- 
*  lowed  to  be  ufed  dry,  as  being 
eafily  procurable  in  this  ftate  at 
all  time-s  of  the  year,  though  ra- 
ther more  elegant  waters  might 
be  obtahied  from  them  whilft 
green. 

When  frefli  and  juicy  herbs  are 
to  be  .diftilied,  thrice  their  weight 
of  water  will  be  fully  fufficient: 
but  dry  ones  require  a  much  Lirgcr 
quantity.  In  general,  there  fliould 
be  fo  niuch  water,  that  after  all  in- 
tended to  be  didilled  has  come  over, 
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there  may  be  liquor  enough  left  to 
prevent' the  matter  ftom  burning  to 
the  fcill. 

III. 

The  dii1il!ation  may  be  performed 
in  an  alembic  with  a  refrigera- 
torv,  the  junclures  being  luted. 
IV. 

Plants  differ  fo  much,  according 
to  the  foil  and  feafon  of  which  ihev 
are  the  produce,  and  likevvife  ac- 
cording to  their  own  age,  that  it  is 
impoirible  to  fix  the  quantity,  of 
water  to  be  drawn  from  a  certain 
weight  of  them,  to  any  invariable 
ftandard.    The  diftillation  may  al- 
ways be  continued  as  long  as  the 
liquor  runs  well  flavoured  of  the 
fubjeft,  and  no  longer. 
^If  rhe  herbs  be  of  prime  goodnefs, 
they  iTiuft  be  taken  in  the  weights 
prcfcribed.    But  when  frefh  ones 
are  fubllituted  to  dry,  or  when 
the  plants  themfelves  are  the  pro- 
duce of  imfavovirable  feafons, 
and  \ieaker  than  ordinary,  th? 
quantities  are  to  be  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  difcretion  of  the 
artift. 

After  the  odorous  water,  alone 
intended  for  ufe,  has"  come  over, 
an  acidulous  liquor  arifes,  which 
has  fometimes  extrafted  fo  much 
from  the  copper  head  of  the  ftill, 
as  fo  prove  emetic.  To  this  are 
owino  tne  anthelmintic  virtues  at- 
'  tributed  to  certain  diftilled  waters. 
V. 

In  the  preceding  edition  of  the 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  fome 
vegetables  were  ordered  to  he 
flig^uly  fermented  with  the  ad- 
dition of  yeafl,  previoufly  to  the 
diliillrttion. 

The  pnnciple,  on  which  this 
rr.anagerrent  is  founded,  is  cer- 
tair.iy  juft  ;  for  the  fermentation 
fome* hat  opens  and  unlocks  their 
textufe,  fo  as  to  make  them  part 
wi;n  more  in  the  fubfequent  diftil- 
lation  than  coidd  be  drawn  over 
ffonl  thtm  v/ithout  fome  ;iniftance 


of  this  kind.  Thofc  plants,  how- 
ever, which  require  lids  treatment^ 
are  not  proper  iubjt^^s  for  fimple 
waters  to  be  drawn  from  ;  their 
virtues  being  obtainable  to  better 
advantasje  bv  other  proced'cs. 

'  vl' 

If  anv  drops  of  oil  fvvim  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  they  are  to 
be  carefully  taken  off. 
VII. 

TJiat  the  waters  may  keep  the  bet- 
ter, about  one-twentieth  part  of 
their  weight  of  proof  fpirit  may 
be  added  to  each,  after  they  are 
diftiiled-. 

A  great  number  of  diftilled  wa- 
ters was  formerly  kept  in  the  fliops, 
and  are  ftill  retained  in  foreign 
Pharmacopoeias.  The  faculty  of 
Paris  direcil,  in  a  late  edition  of  their 
Codex  Medlcamcntar'tus^  VLO  lefs  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dif- 
ferent waters,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  different  ingredients  in  one 
fingle  water.  Near  one  half  of 
theTe  preparations  have  fcarcely  any 
virtue  or  flavour  from  the  lubjeft, 
and  many  of  the  others  are  infig- 
nificant. 

The  colleges  of  London  and 
Edinburgh  have  rejefted'  thefe  of- 
teii/fatious  fuperfluities ;  and  given 
an  elegant  and  compendious  fet  of 
waters,  fufficient  for  anfwering  fuch 
purpofes  as  thefe  kinds  of  prepara- 
tions are  applied  to-  in  praftice. 
Dillilled  waters  are  employed  chiefly 
Z%  grateful  diluents^  as  fuitable  vehi- 
cles for  medicines  of  greater  efficacy^ 
or  for  rendering  difi^u-ifiil  ones  more 
acceptable  to  the  'palate  a!:d  Jiomach  : 
few  are  depended  on,  in  any  intenti- 
ons of  confequence,  by  themfelves. 
AQUA  SEMINUM  ANETHi. 
Dill-feed  ivater. 
Land,  and  Edir.b. 

Take  of 

Dill-feeds,  a  pound  ; 
V»'ater,  as  much  as  is  fufficient 
to  prevent  an  empyreuma. 
Draw  off  one  gallon,  or  ten  pints. 
B  b  3  . 
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This  water,  which  turns  out 
pretty  ftrong  of  the  dill-fccck,  is 
fometimes  employed  as  the  bafis  of 
carminative  juleps.  It  is  fimilar  i^ 
flavour  to  a  w-ater  drawn  from  cara- 
^vay  feeds,  but  lefs  agreeable. 

Dofe,  5  2  to  1 4. 


The  London  and  Edinburgh 
Colleges  order  all  the  Cmple  waters 
to  be  diftilled  in  the  fame  manner; 
the  former  drawing  off  one  gallon^ 
and  the  latter  ten  pints,  from  the 
quantity  of  the  ingredients  fpecified 
below. 


CORT.  CiNNAM.  ftj.  L.  E. 

CoRTic.  Cass.  Lign.  fcj.  E, 

Menth^e  piperit.  florentis,  tf53.  E.  ftjTs.  L. 

 Sativ^  florentis,  ft  3.  E.  Ibjfs.  L. 

PuLEGii  Florentis,  ^3.  E.  ftjfs.  L. 

Fructus  Pimento.,  vel  Pimento,  ftfs.  L.  E. 
f  RosTE  Damascenje  vel  recentis, 
(^Petalorum  Rosacum  Palltdarum  recentium 

CoRT.  LiMON.  recent.  ^{52.  E. 

CoRTv  Aurant.  Hifp,  recent.  Jfe2.  E. 

FcENfcuLi  Seminum,  ftj.  L. 


}  ft6. 


The  London  college  confiders  and  collefled.    And  after  diftilla- 

moft  of  the  waters  to  be  diftilled  tion  the  college  of  Edinburgh  or- 

from  the  dry  herbs,  becaufe  they  ders  half  an  ounce  of  proof  fpirit 

cannot   be  procured  frefli  at  all  of  wine  to  be  put  to  every  pound 

times;  but  whenever  they  are  ufed,  or  pint  of  the  diftilled  water, 
their  weight  mufl  be  increafed  in       Befides  what  the  two  colleges 

proportion.    Whether  the  frefli  or  have  adopted,   fome  other  waters 

dry  herbs  are  employed,  the  ope-  remain  in  this  work,  on  account 

rator  is  left  at  liberty  to  vary  the  of  their  apparent  utility ;  and  fome 

weight,  according  to  the  feafon  in  from  the  authority  by  which  they 

which  they  have  been  produced  are  fupported ;  as  the 

Aq.  Caftorei,       — draw  off  2  pints. 
Cerefolii  rec.  ftj. — draw  off  JfeS. 
Ceraforum  nigrorum. 
HyfTopi. 
MelifliB. 
Sabina;. 
Ruta>. 


which  are  to  be  diftilled  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before  directed.  In  thefe 
five  lafl  the  quantity  of  th'fe  ingre- 
dients is-  not  fpecified ;  therefore 
any  indeterminate  portion  may  be 
taken ;  and  adding  a  fufKcient  quan- 
tity of  water  to  avoid  an  empyreu- 
ma,  as  much  may  be  drawn  off  as 
preferves  any  tafte  of  the  ingredi- 
ent employed.  To  thefe  therefore, 
and  thofe  above  fpecified,  we  fliall 
merely  fpeak  of  the  medicinal  pur- 


pofes  they  feem,  in  fome  degree, 
calculated  to  anfu  er. 

AQUA  CASTOREI. 
Cajloy  ivaler. 
LontL  ■ 

Caftor  yields  almoft  all  its  fla- 
vour in  diftillation  to  water  ;  but 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  with 
fpirit  of  wine,  gives  over  nothing. 
The  fpirit  of  caftor,  formerly  kept 
in  the  fliops,  had  none  of  the  fmell 
or  virtues  of  the  drug  j  whiift  th» 


Chap.  V. 
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water  here  dJreif^ed  prqves,  wlien 
frelh  drawn,  very  ftrong  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the- virtues 
of  this  animal  liibftance  rcfide  in  a 
volatile  oil,  analogous  to  the  eiren- 
tial  oils  of  vegetables.  Some  are  re- 
ported to  have  obtained,  in  diftil- 
ling  large  quantities  of  the  drug,  a 
fmall  portion  of  oil,  which  finelt 
extremely  ftrong  of  the  caftor,  and 
dilfufed  its  unijrateful  fcent  to  a 
great  di (lance. 

This  water  is  made  ufe  of  in 
i\^et  ic  c«/es,  and  /ome  nervous  com- 
plaints, though  it  has  not  been 
found  to  anfwtr  what  many  people 
expeft  from  it.  It  lofes  much  of 
its  flavour  in  keeping-. 
Aqua  cerasorum  nigkorum. 
Black  cherry  water. 

This  is  a  very  grateful  water, 
and  has  long  maintained  a  place  in 
the  fliops.  It  has  frequently  been 
employed  by  phyficians  as  a  vehicle 
in  preference  to  the  other  diftil- 
led  waters ;  and  among  nurfes, 
and  others  who  have  the  care  of 
young  children,  has  been  the  firll 
remedy  againft  the  convullive  dif- 
orders  to  which  children  are  fo  of- 
ten fubjeif. 

This  water  has  neverthelefs  of 
Jate  been  brought  into  dllrepute, 
aad  by  fome  looked  upon  as  poi- 
fonous.  They  obferve,  that  it  re- 
ceives its  flavour  principally  from 
■the  cherry-ftones ;  and  that  thefe 
kernels,  like  many  others,  bear  a 
refemblance  in  tafte  to  the  leaves 
of  the  lauro-cerafus,  which  have 
been  difcovered  to  yield,  by  infu- 
iTon  or  diftillation,  the  mofi  fudden 
poifon  Ifnown.  Some  phyficians  of 
Worcefter  have  found,' by  trial  pur- 
pofdy  made,  that  a  difiilled  water 
very  ftrongly  impregnated  with  the 
flavour  of  the  cherry  kernels  {no 
more  than  two  pints  being  dIftiUed 
from  fourteen  pounds  of  the  cherry 
ftoncs)  proved  in  like  manner  poi- 
fonous  to  brutes  :  the  committee  of 
the  London  college  repealed  the 


fame  experiment,  and  found  the 
etfefts  agreeable  to  thofe  gentle- 
men's report,^ 

It  by  no  itieans  follows  from  thefe 
trials,  nor  afte/  fuch  long  expe- 
rience can  it  be  imagined,  that 
black  cherry  water,  when  no  ftrong- 
er  than  the  fhops  have  jDeen  ac- 
cuflomed  to  prepare  it,  is  uufafe. 
Thefe  kernels,  as  the  committee 
obferve,  plainly  refemble  opium, 
and  fome  other  things,  which  poi- 
fon only  when  taken' in' too  great 
a  quantity ;  the  water  from  the 
very  laurel  leaves  is  harmlefs  ,when 
duly  diluted;, and  even  fpirit  of 
wine  proves  a  poifon <of  a  kind  not 
greatly  different,  if  drunk  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  excefs.  Nor  can  it 
be  concluded,  from  the  trials  with 
the  ftrong  black  cherry  water  on 
dogs,  &:c.  that  even  this  will  have 
the  fame  effefts  in  the  human  body  ; 
the  kernels  of  many  forts  of^fruits 
being  in  fubftance  poifonous  to 
brutes,  though  innocent  to  man. 

It  is  poffible,  however,  that  this 
water  in  any  degree  of  ftrength  may 
not  be  altogether  fafe  to  the  tender 
age  of  infant?-,  where  the  princi- 
ples of  life  are  but  jufl- beginning 
as  it  were  to  move  ;  it  is  poflible, 
that'^it  may  there  have  had  perni- 
cious etfecfs,  without  being  fufpeft- 
ed  ;  the  fymptoms  it  would  pro- 
duce, if  it  fliould  prove  hurtful, 
being  fuch  as  children  are  often 
thrown  into  from  the  difeafe  which 
it  is  imagined  to  relieve.  On  thefe 
confifierations,  both  the  London 
and  Edinburgh  colleges  have  chof- 
en  to'lay  it  afide;  more  efpecially 
as  it  has  been  too  often  counter- 
feited with  a  water  diftilled  from 
bitter  almonds,  which  are  known  to 
communicate  a  poifonous  qualitv. 
AQUA  CINNAMOML  ' 
Cinnamon  water. 

This  is  a  very  grateful  and  ufe- 
ful  water,  poffefling  in  an  eminent 
degree  the  fragrance  and  aromatic 
cordial  virtues  of  the  fpice.  Great 
B  b  4 
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care  fliould  be  had,  in  the  choice  of 
the  cinnamon,  to  avoitl  the  too  com- 
mon impofitioii  of  fiibrtituting  cafia 
it  its  room.  This  latter  yields  a 
water  much  icfs  agreeable  than  that 
of  cinnamon,  and  whofe  flavour  is 
manifeftly  empyreumatic.  The  two 
drugs  may  be  eafily  diilinguiflied 
from  one  another  by  the  marks  laid 
down  under  tlie  refpeclive  articles 
in  the  fecond  part  of  this  work. 

The  virtues  of  all  tliefe  waters 
depend  upon  their  containing  a 
portion  of  the  oil  of  the  fubjet'fl. 
The  oil  of  cinnamon  is  very  pon-, 
derous,  and  arifes  more  difficultly 
than  that  of  any  of  the  other  vege- 
table matters  from  which  fimple  wa- 
ters are  ordered  to  be  drawn.  This 
obfervation  direfts  us,  in  the  di- 
Itiilation  of  this  water,  to  make  ufe 
of  a  quick  fire  and  a  iow  vefTel. 
For  the  fame  rcafon,  the  wp.ter  does 
not  keep  fo  well  as  might  be  wifli- 
ed  ;  the  ponderous  oil  parting  from 
it  in  time,  and  falling  to  the  bottom, 
when  the  liquor  lofes  its  milky  hue, 
its  fragrant  fmell,  and  aromatic 
tafte*  Some  recommend  a  fmall 
•proportion  of  fugar  to  be  added,  in 
order  to  keep  the  oil  unitdd  with 
the  water. 

Dole,  1-2  to  54. 

AQUA  DISTILLATA. 
DiJiiUi'd  water. 

Land.  _  ■ 

Take  of  -  ' 

Spring  water,  ten  gallon^  ; 
Draw  off  by   diltillation  .  four 
pints  ;  which  being  thrcixi-n  a- 
%vay,  draw  off  four  gallons. 
This  is  the  befl:  procefs,  for  ac- 
quiring water,  with-a  degree  of  pu- 
rity nsccfTary  for  anfwering  many 
medicinal  purpofes;  as  it  is  a  means 
of  ckarirrg  it  from  many  heteroge- 
neous parts  w'ith  which  water  in 
its  native  ftate  is  unavoidably  im- 
pregnated.   Thus  freed,  then  it  is 
rendered  fitter  for  a  variety  of  phar- 
'maeeutical  and  chemical  procefles, 
•-than  when  in  a  ilate  of  lefs  purity. 


AQUA  FCEJ^ICULI. 
Fennel  luater. 
Land. 

This  water  is  fufficiently  grate- 
ful, and  is  faid  to  poflcfs  diureiic 
and  carminative  powers.  It  is  often 
given  to  children,  and  appears  ufe- 
ful  in  thofe  flatulent  complaints  to 
which  they  are  fubjeft.  Some  have 
obferved,  that  the  upper  leaves  and 
tops,  before  the  flower  appear?, 
make  a  more  elegant  water,  and  a 
remarkably  finer  eflential  oil,  than 
the  lower  ones  ;  but  no  parr  of  the 
herb  is  equal  in  flavour  to  the  feeds. 

Dofe,  §2  to  1 4. 

AQIJA  HYSSOPI. 
HvJJop  water. 
Edinb. 

Hyflbp  water  has  been  held  by 
fome  in  confiderable  efteem,  as  an 
uterine  and  a  perioral  medicine.  Few 
at  prefent  expeft  any  Angular  vir- 
tues from  it,  nor  is  it  often  made 
ufe  of,  or  met  with  in  the  fliops  ; 
butt,by  fome  it  is  frequently  em- 
ployed. If  it  has  any  efficacy,  its 
powerswould  be  better  acquired  by 
infufion  or  decoffion. 

AQUA  MELISS.E, 
Balm  water, 

Editl. 

In  former  editions  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia,  this  water 
was  ordered  to  be  cohobated,  or  re- 
diftilled'  from  frefli  quantities  of 
the  herb.  This  management  feems 
to  have  been  taken  from  Boerhaave, 
who  has  a.very  high  opinion  of  the 
water  thus  prepared,  ^e  fays,  he 
has  experienced,  in  himfeif,  extra- 
'ordinar);  effeffs  from  it,  taken  on  aiv 
empty  ftomach  ;  that  it  has  fcarce 
its  equal  in  hypochondriacal  ^v\<\  hjfie- 
rical  cafes,  iht  chlorojis,  and'pa//):- 
tation  of  the  heart,,  as  often  as  thcfe 
difeafes  proceed  from  a  diforder  of 
the  fpirits  rather  than  from  any 
colleftion-^f  morbific  matter. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  al- 
ready given  my-opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  cohobatioa  of  thefe  li- 


^  [lap.  V. 


Simple  dijlUhd  irutcrs. 
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qijors  ;  and  fliall  here  only  obferve, 
that,  whatever  virtues  are  lodged 
ill  balin,  they  may  be  much  more 
perfeeHy  and  advaiitageoiifly  ex- 
irao^ed  by  cold  infufion  in  aqueous 
or  Ipirituous  menltrua  :  in  this  pro- 
cefs,  the  liquor  fuffers  no  injury 
fro:n  being  returned  on  frefli  par- 
cels of  the  herb  ;  a  few  repetitions 
will  load  it  with  the  virtues  of  the 
fiibjeifl,  and  render  it  very  rich. 
The  inipregnation  here  is  almoft 
unlimited  ;  but  in  diflilled  waters  it 
is  far  otherwife. 
AQl\-\  MEN'TI-L'E  SATIV.E. 
Simple  J'pcarm  'tnt  water. 
Lonil. 

This  water  fmells  and  taftes  very 
flrong  of  the  mint;  and  proves,  in 
•  any  cafes,  a  ufeful fiomachic.  Bo- 
crhaave  commends  it  (cohobat- 
eJ)  as  a  prefent  and  incomparable 
remedy,  for  Jirengthen.ug-  a  ivcak 
Jiomach,  and  curing  vomiting  proceed- 
ing from  cold  vi/cous  phlegm  ;  as  alj'o 
in  licnteries. 

Dofe,  1 2  to  ?4. 
AQUA  MENTHA  PIl'ERI- 
TIDIS. 
Simple  pepper-mint  'xatcr. 
This  is  a  very  elegant  and  ufe- 
j'ul  water.    It  has  a  warm,  pun- 
gent tafte,  exaftiy  rtfenibling  that 
f-the  pepper-mint  it/clf.  A  fpoon-. 
.1  o'r  two,  taken  at  a  time,  luarms 
■  ;  jtomack,  and  gives  great  relief  in 
'.'/,    flatulent  colics.    Some  have 
:i?rtitutcd  a  pl^in  infufion  of  the 
•ied  leaves  of  the  plant,  which 
not  greatly  different  in  virtue 
.  jm  the  dalillcd  water. 
Dofe,  1 2  to  54, 

AQL'A  CAMPHOR/E. 
Ca-'^'Jior  ii-at, r. 

T-ike  of 

Camp-. .  , .  ounce  and  a  half  ; 
let  It  be  di;''>iv  ed  in  half  an  dunce 
of  fpirit  of  rofeipary,  th^n  pour 
•upon  it  two  pound;  of  diftilled 
water,  and  drav;  off  by  vJiftiHation 
oae  pound  and^^  h 

This  appcarrto  bs  iiitenjcd  to 


exhibit  camphor  in  a  very  diluted 
Itafe,  and  probably  it  m.iy  agree 
with  many  ftomachs  bcttt-r  in  this 
form  than  any  other ;  however  it 
is  a  form  by  which  we  may  be  em- 
powered to  try  in  the  eaiieft  man- 
ner whctli,er  camphor  is  likely  to 
be  otfenlive  or  not. 

AQUA  CEREFOLII. 
Chervil  tt'ater. 
The  cerefoliuni  is  held  amons;!!: 
foreigners  in  hio;h  efteem  as  a  diu- 
retic  and  aperient,  and  has  been  re- 
commended in  dropjies.  This  watei^, 
therefore,  maybe  uleful  in  forming 
a  proper  menflruum  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  ot'her  medicines  more 
powerfully  c.-Icu!ated  to  be  ufeiiil 
in  fuch  affections. 

AQUA  PIMENTO  ; 
formerly 

AQUA  PIPERIS  JAMAICEN- 
SIS. 

Water  of  Jamaica  pepper. 
Land, 

This  diftilltd  wcter  is  a  very 
elegant  one,  and  has  come  pretty 
much  into  ufe.  The  hofpitals  eni"- 
ploy  it  as  a  fucccdaneum  to  the 
more  coilly  fpice  waters.  It  is, 
hbwever,  inferior  in  gratefulnefs  to 
the  ff5irituous-  water  of  the  f^me 
fpice  hereafter  di reeled. 
Dofe,      to  ^4. 

AQUA  PULEGir. 
Simple  penny -royal  water. 
Lond. 

This  water  poffeffes,  in  a  confi- 
derable  degree,  the  fmell,  taite, 
and_  virtues  of  the  penny-royal. 
It  is  frequently  taken  in'  -hyite- 
ric  cafes,  and  not  without  good 
^efts. 

Dofe,  ^3  to,  54. 
AQUA  "^R  OS  A  RUM  DAMAS- 
CHNARUM. 
Damajk  rofc  water. 
Lend. 

This  water  Is  principally  valued 
on  'account  of  its  fine  flavour, 
which  approaches  to  that  generallV 
admired  in  the  rofe  ilfelf.  Tii'e 
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piirgaiive  virtue  of  the  rofes  re- 
Biains  entire  in  the  liquor  left  in 
the  ftill,  wiiich  has  therefore  been 
generally  employed  for  making  the 
lolutive  honey  and  fyrup,  inftead  of 
a  decoftion  or  infufion  of  frefli 
rofes  prepared  on  purpofe  :  and  this 
piece  of  frugality  the  college  have 
now  a4mitted.  A  diftilled  water 
of  red  rofes  has  been  fometimes 
called^  for  in  the  fliops  :  and  fup- 
plied  by  that  of  damafk  rofes,  di- 
luted with  common  water.  This 
is  a  very  venial  fubftitution  ;  for 
the  water  drawn  from  the  red  rofe 
has  no  quality  which  that  of  the 
damaflc  does  not  poflefs  in  a  far  fu- 
perior  degree ;  neither  the  purga- 
tive virtue  of  the  one,  nor  the 
aflringency  of  the  other,  arifing  in 
diftillation.  - 
Dofe,  §2  to  2  4. 


Aqua  rvtm. 
Rue  water. 
Rue  gives  over  in  this  procef 
the  whole  of  its  fmell,  and  great 
part  of  its  pungency.  The  diftilled 
water  ftands  recommended  in  epilep- 
tic cafes,  the  liyjleric  pajp.on,  for  pro- 
moting perfpiration,  and  other  na- 
tural fecretions. 

Aq.ua  SABIN^ffi. 

Savin  water. 
This  water  is  by  fome  held  in 
confiderablc  efteem  for  tiie  fame 
purpofes  as  the  diftilled  oil  of  favin. 
Boerhaave  relates,  that  he  has  found 
it  (when  prepared  by  cohobatlon) 
to  give  an  almojl  incredible  motion  t9 
the  whole  nervous  fyjlem^  and  that, 
when  properly  ufed,  it  proves  emi- 
nently ferviceable  for  promoting  the 
menfes  and  the  hecmorrhoidal  fiux. 


SECT.  III. 

Spirixuous  distilled  Waters  and  Spirits. 


TRE  flavour  and  virtues  of 
diftilled  waters  are  owing,  as 
obferved  in  the  preceding  feftion, 
to  their  being  impregnated  with  a 
portion  of  the  efTential  oil  of  the 
fubjecSt  from  which  they  are  drawn. 
Spirit  of  wine,  confidered  as  a  ve- 
hicle for  thefe  oils,  has  this  advan- 
tage above  water,  that  it  is  their 
proper  menftruum,  and  keeps  all 
the  oilj  that  rifes  with  it,  perfeftly 
diflblvcd  into  an  uniform  limpid 
liquor. 

Neverthelefs,  many  fubftanccs, 
which,  on  being  diftilled  with  wa- 
ter, impart  to  it  their  virtues  in 
••■great  perfection,  if  treated  in  the 
lame  manner  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
fcarce  give' over  to.it  any  fmell  or 
tafte.     This  difference  proceeds 


from  fpirit  not  being  fufceptible 
of  fo  great  a  degree  of  heat  as  wa- 
ter. Liquids  in  general,  when  made 
to  boil,  have  received  as  great  a 
heat  as  they  are  capable  of  fuftain- 
ing:  now,  if  the  extent  of  heat  be- 
tween freezing  and  boiling  water, 
as  meafured  by  thermometers,  be 
taken  for  a  (landard,  fpirit  of  wine 
will  be  found  to  boil  with  lefs 
than  four-fifths  of  that  heat,  or 
above  one-fifth  lefs  than  the  heat 
of  boiling  water.  It  is  obvious 
therefore,  that  fubftances  may  be 
volatile  enough  to  rife  with  the 
heat  of  boiling  water,  but  not  with 
that  of  boiling  fpirit. 

Thus,  if  cinnamoh,  for  inftance, 
be  committed  to  diftillation  with 
a  mixture  of  fpirit  of  wine  and 
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water,  or  with  ^ure  proof  fpirit, 
which  is  no  other  than  a  mixture 
of  about  equal  parts  of  the  two, 
the  fpirit  will  ariic  firft,  clear,  co- 
Jourlefs,  and  tranfparent,  and  almofl: 
without  any  taRe  of  the  fpice  ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  more  ponde- 
rous watery  fluid  begins  to  arife, 
the  oil  comes  freely  over  with  it,  fo 
as  to  render  the  liquor  highly 
.odorous,  fapid,  and  of  a  milky 
hue. 

The  proof  fpirits  ufually  met 
with  in  the  fliops  are  accompanied 

■  with  a  degree  of  ill  flavour  ;  which, 
:  though  concealed  by  means  of  cer- 

■  tain  additions,  plainly  difcovers  it- 
ielf  in  diftillation.    TThis  naufeous 

:  relifli  does  not  begin  to  arife,  till 
rafter  the  purer  fpirituous  part  has 
me  over ;  which  is  the  very  time 
...it  the  virtues  of  the  ingredients 
begin,  alfo,  moft  plentifully  to  dl- 
:  ftW  ■  and  hence  the  liquor  recei'ves 
:an  ungrateful  taint.    To  this  caufe 
I  principally  is  owing  the  general 
.  complaint,  that  the  cordials  of  the 
.  apothecary  are  lefs  agreeable  than 
:  thofe  of  the  fame  kind  prepared  by 

•  the  diHiller ;  the  latter  being  ex- 
;  tremeiy  curious  in  reflifying  or  pu- 
irifying  the  fpirits  (when  defigned 
.  for  }vhat  he  calls  fine  goods)  from 
:  all  ill  flavour. 

It  was  ufual  to  direft  reftified 
:  fpirit  of  wine  to  be  drawn  from 
French  brandy,  but'  that  is  rather 

•  too  dear  an  article  in  this  country 
for  diftillation ;  nor  is  the  fpirit  ob- 

'  tained  from  it  any  ways  preferable 
:  lo  one  procurable  from  cheaper  li- 

■  quors.  The  coarfer  inflammable 
fpirits  may  be  rendered  perfeiflly 
pure,  and  fit  for  the  nicell  pur- 
pofes,  by  the  following  method. 

If  the  fpirit  be  exceedingly  foul, 
mix  it  with  about  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  water,  and  diftil  with  a  flow 
fire ;  difcontinuing  the  operation 
as  fbon  as  the  liquor  begins  to  run 


milky,  and  difcovers,  by  its  nau- 
feous" tafte,»  that  the  impure  and 
phlegmatic  part  is  arifing.  By  this 
treatment,  the  fpirit  leaves  a  con- 
liderable  portion  of  its  foul  oily- 
matter  behind  it  in  the  water,  which, 
now  appears  milky  and  turbid, 
and  proves  highly  difagreeable  ia 
tafl^.  If  the  fpirit  was  not  very 
foul  at  firlf,  this  ablution  is  not  ne- 
ceffary  ;  if  extremely  fo,  it  will  be 
needful  to  repeat  it  once,  twice,  or 
oftener. 

As  vinous  fpirits  arife  with  a  lefs 
degree  of  fire  than  watery  liquors, 
we  are  hence  dii'edted  to  employ,  ia 
the  diftillation  of  them,  a  heat  lefs 
than  that  in  which  water  boils; 
and  if  due  regard  be  had  to  this 
circumftance,  very  weak  fpirits 
may,  by  one  or  two  wary  diftilla- 
tions,  be  tolerably  well  freed  from 
their  aqueous  phlegm  ;  efpecially- 
if  the  diftilling  velTels  be  of  fuch 
a  height,  that  the  fpirit,  by  the 
heat  of  a  water-bath,  may  but  juft 
pafs  over  them.  In  fuch  cafe,  the 
phlegmatic  vapours  which  arife  for 
a  little  way  along  with  the  fpiiit, 
will  condenfe  and  fall  back  agaia  > 
before  ^hey  can  come  to  the  head. 
Very  pompous  inftruments  have 
been  contrived  for  this  purpofe^ 
and  carried  in  .a  fpiral  or  ferpentine 
form  to  an  extraordinary  height. 
The  fpirit,  afcending  through  thefe, 
was  to  leave  all  the  watery  parts  it 
contained,  in  its  parage,  and  come 
over  perfectly  pure  and  free  from 
phlegm.  But  thefe  inftruments  are 
built  upon  erroneous  principles, 
their  extravagant  height  defeating 
the  end  it  was  defigned  to  anlwer. 
If  the  liquor  be  made  to  boil,  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  mere 
phlegm  will  come  over  along  with, 
the  fpirit;  and  if  the  heat  be  not 
raifed  to  this  pitch,  neither  phlegm 
nor  fpirit  will  diftil.  The  moft 
convenient  inftrument  is  the  com- 
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mon  ftill,  betwixt  the  body  of 
which,  and  its  iiead,  an  adopter  or 
copper  rube  may  he  fixed. 

A  more  highly  redificd  fpirit  is 
made  by  the  following  procefs,  and 
called 

ALCHOHOL. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Rectified   fpiiit  of  wine,  one 
gallon ; 

Prepared  kali,  made  hot,  one 

poisnd  and  a  half  ; 
Pure  kali,  one  ounce. 
Mix  the  fpirit  of  wine  with  the 
pure  kali,  and  afterwards  add 
one  pound  of  hot  prejiared  kali ; 
flinke,  and  digefl  them  fni-  twen- 
ty-four hours.  Pour  off  the  fpi- 
rit, and  to  it  add  the  reft  of  the 
prepared  kali,  and  diftil  in  a 
water- bath.  Keep  it  in  a  velTcl 
clofely  flopped. 

The  prepared  kali  muft  be  heat- 
ed to  300°. 

The  fpecific  gravity  of  alchohol 
is  to  that  of  diftilled-water,  as  815 
to,  1000. 

By  this  procefs  a  very  pure  al- 
chohol is  ob"fained,  of  which  we 
fliall  be  convinced  by  comparing 
the  fpecitic  gravity  of  fpirit  of  wine 
with  this,  that  of'  the  former  being, 
835  to  1000. 

•  Upon  digefting  the  alkaline  falts 
with,  the  fpirit  i'or  a  little  time,  the 
alkali,  from  its  known  property  of 
attrafting  water  and  oils,  will  im- 
bibe the  remaining  phlegm,  and 
fuch  part  of  I  he  difagreeabie  unftu- 
'  ous  matter  as  may  ftill  be  left  in 
the  fpirit,  and  link  with  them  to 
the'  bottorii  of  the  velfel.  If  the 
fpirit  be  now  again  gently  drawn 
over,  it  will  arife  entirely  free  from 
its  phlegm  and  naufeous  flavour; 


but  fome  particle*  of  the  alkaline 
fait  are  apt  to  be  carried  up  with 
it,  and  give  what  the  workmen 
call  an  urinous  relifll.  This  may 
be  prevented  by  adding,  prcvioufly 
to  the  laft  dlftillation,  a  fmall  pro- 
portion of  calcined  vitriol,  alum, 
or  fal  catharticus  amarus  ;  the  acid 
of  thefe  falts  will  unite  with,  and 
neutralife  the  alkali,  and  eiiectually 
prevent  it  from  arifing;  while  no 
more  of  the  acid  of  the  falts  is  ex- 
tricated than  what  the  alkali  ab- 
forbs. 

The  fpirit  obtained  by  thefe 
means  is  extremely  pure,  limpid, 
perfeftly  flavourlefs,  and  fit  for 
the  fineft  purpofes.  It  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  ftrength  commonly 
underftood  by  proof,  by  mixing 
twenty  ounces  of  it  (by  weight) 
with  f'jventeen  ounces  of  water. 
The  diftilled  cordials  made  with 
thefe  fpirits  prove  much  more  ele- 
gant and  agreeable  than  when  the 
common  reftified  or  proof  fpirits  of 
the  fliops  are  made  ufe  of. 

If  the  reftified  fpirit  be  diftilied 
afrefli  from  dry  alkaline  fait,  with 
a  quick  fire,  it  brings  over  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  the  fait,  and 
in  this  ftate  is  fuppofed  to  be  a 
more  powerful  menftruum,  forcer- 
tain  fubftances,  than  the  pure  fpirit. 
This  alkalifed  fpirit  is  called  tar- 

TARISED  SPIRIT  OF  WINE. 

The  general  virtues  of  vinous 
fpirits  have  been  already  mention- 
ed in  the  preceding  part.  The 
fpirits  impregnated  wiih  the  vola- 
tile oils  of  vegetables,  to  be  treated 
of  in  this  chapter,  have,  joined  to 
thofe,-  the  aromatic,  cordial,  or 
other  virtues  which  rcfide  in  the 
oils. 
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Article  I.  . 

AQUA  CARMELITANA  ; 
wl 

AaVA    M£LISS.E  COMPOSITA. 

Compound  balnt-ivater,  commonly  call- 
ed Eau  des  Carmes, 
Tahe  of 

Balm  in  flower,  frefli  gathered, 

one  pound  and  a  half; 
Lemon-peel,  frefli,  as  foon  as 
pared   from   the  fruit,  four 
ounces ; 
Coriander  feeds, 
Nutmegs, — each  two  ounces  ; 
Clove.-, 

Cinnamon, — each,  bruifed,  one 

ounce ; 
Balm  water,  three  pounds  ; 
Spirit  of  wine,  highly  reflified, 

fix  pounds ; 
iDi^eft  the   feveral  ingredients  in 
the  fpirit,  three  days  ;  and  then 
draw    off,   by   diftillation,  lix 
pounds. 

In  the  ^VciKens  de  Pharmacie  of 
!M.  Bcaumc,  fome  improvements 
:  are  propcfed  of  this  procefs.  Af- 
:  ter  the  fpirit,  added  to  the  ingre- 
.  dienrs,  has  been  drawn  otf  in  the 
.  heat  of  a  water-bath,  he  orders  the 
1  diftiiied  liquor  to  be  reftified  by  a 
:fecoi^,d    diftillation,    drawing  off 

fomewhat  Icfs  than  nine,  tenths  of 
and  thus  would  he  have  all 

r.jomatic  fpirits  prepared.  When 

the  common  fpirits  of  this  kind  are 
;  rubbed  on  the   hands,  &c.  they 

leave,  after  the  more  volatile  parts 
.  have  exhaled,  a  difagreeable  em- 

{)yrenmiatic  fmell;  and  when  di- 
uted  with  water,  and  taken  medici- 
:  naiiy,  they  leave  in  like''manner  a 
n£i:feoiis  flavour  in  the  mouth. 
To  rem.edy  thefe  imperfeftions, 
he  made  many  experiments,  which 
(bowed,,  that  in  order  to  obtain 
thefs  liquors  of  t|ie  defirable  quali- 
ties, the  fpirit  muft  not  only  be 
perfectly  pure  at  firft,  but  that  the 
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liquor  ought  alfo  to  be  recHfied 
after  it  has  been  diflilled  from  the 
fubjefts.  In  this  reilification,  only 
the  more  volatile,  fubtile,  and  aro- 
matic parts  of  the  ingredients  arife. 
There  remains  behind  a  white  li- 
quor, acrid,  bitter,  loaded  only 
with  the  grofler  oil,  and  deprived 
of  all  the  fpecific  flavour  of  th6  fub- 
jefts.  Indeed  the  very  imperfec- 
tion complained  of,  naturallypoints 
out  this  fecond  diftillation  for  the 
remedy ;  as  it  (hows  the  fpirit  to 
contain  a  grateful  and  ungrateful 
matter,  the  former  of  which  ex- 
hales, while  the  other  is  left  be- 
hind. The  author  fays,  that  when 
the  aqua  vielij/a  is  prepared  as 
above  direfted,  it  has  fomething  iti 
it  more  perfeft  than  any  of  the 
odoriferous  fpirits  whofe  excellence 
is  cried  up,  and  which  have  the 
reputation  of  being  the  beft. 

Aromatic  fpirituous  waters  have 
in  general  lefs  fmell  when  newly 
diftilled,  than  after  they  have  been 
k^pt  about  fix  months.  M.  Beaume 
fufpefts  ^:hat  the  preparations  of 
this  kind,  which  have  been  moft 
in  vogirC,  were  fuch  as  had  been 
thus  improved 'by  keeping;  and 
found  that  the  good  efFeds  of  age 
might  be  prodi^ced  in  a  fliort  time 
by  means  of  cold.  He  plunges 
quart  bottles  of  the  liquor  into  a 
mixture  of  pounded  ice  apd  fea 
fait.  The  fpirit,  after  having  fuf- 
fered,  for  fix  or  eight  hours,  the 
cold  hence  refulting,  proves  as 
grateful  as  that  ,which  has  ,  been 
kept  for  fevcr'al  years.  Simple 
waters  alfo,  after  being  frozen, 
prove  far  more  agreeable  than  they 
were  before,  though  they  are  al- 
ways lefs  fo  than  thofe  which 
have  been  drawn  with  fpirit,  and 
expofed  to  a  like  degree  of  cold. 
This  melioration  of  diftilled  wa- 
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ters  by  frofl:  was  taken  notice  of 
by  GeoiTi-oy,  /////.  j!cnd.  1713, 
.SFIRITUS  KORISMARINI. 
Spirit  of  rofemary. 
Land. 

Tnke  of 

i'Vefli  tops  rtf  rofemary,  a  pound 

and  a  lialf ; 
Proof  fpiric  of  wine,  one  gal- 
lon. 

Diftil,  in  n  ■water-hatli,  five  pints. 
SFIRITUS  RORISMARINI, 

AQUA  l^EGIyE  HUN- 
GARI^. 

Take  of 

The  flowering- tops  of  rofemary, 

juft  gathered,  two  pounds  ; 
Reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  eight 
pounds.. 

iJiftil  in  a  water-bath,  and  draw 

X  off  feven  pints. 
It  is  generally  brought  to  us  from 

abroad. 

Tliis  fpirit  is  very  fragrant,  iii- 
fbmuch  as  to  be  in  common  ufe  as 
a  perfume.  That  brought  from 
abroad  is  fuperior,  in  fragrance  to 
fuch  as  is  generally  made  among 
Ks.  In  order  to  prepare  it  in  per- 
feftion,  the  vinous  fpirit  Jliould  be  ex- 
tremely pure  ;  the  rojcmary  tops  ga- 
thered 'jjhen  She  jloivers  are  full  hloivn 
upon  them,  and  committed  innnedi- 
ately  to  diflillation,  particnlar  care 
being  taken  not  to  bruife  or  prefs 
them.  The  befl:  method  of  ma- 
iiaging  the  diflillation,  is  that  for- 
merly recommended  for  the  diflil- 
lation of  t!ic  liiore  volatile  effential 
oils  and  fimple  waters,  viz.  firfl 
to  place  the  fpirit  in  the  ftill,  and 
then  fet  in,  above  the  liquor,  either 
an  iron  hoop,  with  a  hair  cloth 
flretched  over  it,  upon  which  the 
flowers  are  to  be  lightly  fpread,  or 
rather  a  bafket,  fupported  on  three 
pins,  reaching  down  to  the  bottom. 
A  gentle  heat  being  applied,  jiift 
fuilicient     raife  the  fpirit,  its  va- 


pour, lightly  percolating  through 
the  flowers,  will  imbibe  their  finer 
parts,  without  making  that  dif- 
agreeable  alteraMon,  which  liquorj 
a])plied  to  fuch  tender  fubjecls,  in 
their  grofTer  form,  generally  do. 
Probably  the  fuperibrity  of  the 
French  Hungary-water,  to  that  pre- 
pared arr.ong  us,  is  owing  to  fome 
fkilful  management  of  this  kind,  or 
to  that  recommended  for  the  fore- 
going preparation,  and  employing 
a  perfeftly  pure  fj>irit. 

In  the  Wirtemberg  Pharmaco- 
poeia, fome  fage  and  ginger  are 
added,  in  the  proportion  ot  half  a 
pound  of  the  former,  and  two 
ounces  of  the  latter,  to  four  pounds 
of  the  rofemary, 

SFIRITUS  LAVfiNDUL^. 
Spirit  of  lavender. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Lavender  flowers,  frefii  gather- 
ed, a  pound  and  a  half; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one  gallon. 

Draw  off,  by  the  heat  of  a  water- 
bath,  five  pints. 

The  fame  cautions  are  to  be  ob- 
ft-rved  here,  as  in  the  diftillation 
of  the  foregoing  fpirit.  Both  of 
them,  when  made  in  perfection,  are 
very  grateful  and  fragrant :  they 
are  frequently  rubbed  on  the  tem- 
ples, &c.  under  the  notion  of  refrejTi- 
iii'g  and  comforting  the  nerves  :  and 
likewife  taken  internally,  to  the 
quantity  of  a  tea-fpoonfuly  as  warn 
cordials, 

SFIRITUS  LAVENDUL^ 
COMPO^ITUS. 
Compotind  fpirit  of  lavender. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Spirit  of  lavender,  three  pints ; 
Spirit  of  rofemary,  one  pint; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs,  bruifed, — each  half  an 

ounce ; 
Red  faunders,  one  ounce. 
Digeft  for  ten  daysj  and  ft<-ain. 
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The  red  faunders  is  of  no  fur- 
ther life  in  tliisi  compofition,  than 
as  a  colouring  ingredient.    If  a 
yelloH-  fpirit  were  liked,  tlie  yel- 
low faunders  would  be  an  excel- 
lent article,  as  it  not  only  commu- 
nicates a  fine  colour,  but  likewife 
.  a  confiderable  lliare  of  medicinal 
virtue.    A  fpirit  diftiiled  from  the 
flowers  of  lavender  and  fege  in 
due  proportion,  and  digefted  in  the 
cold  for  a  little  time  with  fome 
cinnamon,  nutmegs,  and  yellow 
faunders,  proves  a  very  elegant  and 
grateful  one.    Where  eflentir.l  oils 
are  employed,  particular  care  niuft 
be  had  in  the  choice  of  them  ;  for 
on  their  goodnefs  that  of  the  me- 
dicine depends.    The  digeftion  of 
the  fpirit  with   the   fpice's,  &c. 
ftould  be  peu-formed  without  heat, 
otherwife  the  flavour  of  the  medi- 
cine will  be  injured. 

Thefe  fpirits  are  grateful  reviv- 
ing cordials:  though  confiderably 
more  fimple,  they  are  not  lefs  ele- 
gant and  valuable,  than  the  more 
elaborate  preparations  of  the  for- 
mer Pharmacopoeias.  This  medi- 
cine has  long  been  held  in  great 
efteem,  under  the  name  of  palsy 
DROPS,  in  all  hinds  of  languors,  iveak- 
nefs  of  the  nerves,  and  decays  of  age. 
It  may  be  conveniently  taken  upon 
fugar,  from  ten  to  eighty  or  a  hun- 
dred drops. 

Aqua  odorifera. 
uin  odoriferous  fpirit,   called  fiueet 
honey --Jiater. 

Take  of 

Coriander  feeds,  one  pound  ; 
Lemon-peel,  frefli. 
Nutmegs, — each  four  ounces ; 
Ambergris, 

Muflc, — each  five  grains  ; 
Clean  raelafles  fpirit,  two  gal- 
lons. 

firnife  the  nutmegs  and  coriander 
feeds,  and  put  tliem,  with  the  le- 
mon-peel and  the  fpirit,  into  a 
fmalJ  ftiJl  placed  ia  bahieo  Ma- 


rioe:  tie  a  thin  cloth  over  the 
mouth,  and  fprinkle  thereon  the 
ambergris  and  nnifk,  reduced 
into  fine  powder  ;  lute  on  the 
head,  let  the  whole  ftand  in  di- 
gelHon  for  twelve  hours,  and  then 
diflil  as  much  as  a  boiling  heat 
of  the  bath  can  force  over. 
To. this  add,  of 

Rofe  water,  one  pint ; 
Orange-flower-water,  half  a  pint. 
This  compofition  is  defigned  ra- 
ther as  a  perfume  than  a  medicine  ; 
though,  for  fuch  as  can  bear  its 
fragrance,  it  might-  be  ufed  to  ad- 
vantage. The  mu/k  and  anTber- 
gris  do  not  communicate  fo  iinicli 
of  their  fmell  as  might  be  expetfl- 
ed  ;  and  ferve  chiefly  to  heightea 
the  flavour  of  the  other  ingredi- 
ents; which  thefe  perfumes  excel- 
lently do,  when  employed  in  very 
fmall  proportion,  to  all  the  odori- 
ferous fimples,  without  imparting 
any  thing  perceptible  of  their  owa. 
The  foregoing  I'pirit  is  very  agree- 
able ;  a  fev/  drops  give  a,  fine  fla- 
vour to  a  large  quantity  of  other 
liquor.  Mr.  Wilfon,  from  whom 
the  firft^-is  taken  (Fra£l.  Chem. 
P^g-  354)>  tel's  us,  that  he  often 
made  it  for  king  James  II.  and 
that  it  gives  one  of  the  mod  plea- 
fant  fcents  tliat  can  be  fmelt.  The 
other  is  formed  on  the  fame  plan, 
by- omitting  fuch  articles  as  appear- 
ed fuperfluous. 

SPIRITUS  COCHLEARI^. 
Spirit  »f  fcurvy-grafs. 
Take  of 

Frefli  fcurVy-grafs,  bruifed,  ten 
pounds ; 

Reiflified  fpirit   of  wine,  five 
pints. 

With  the  heat  of  a  water-bath,  diftil 
off  five  pints. 

This  fpirit  is  very  flrqng  of  the 
fcurvy-grafs,  and  may  bfe  given  ia 
thofe  cafes  where  the  ufe  of  this 
herb  is  proper,  from  twenty  to  one 
hundred  drops.    The  virtues  of 
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fcnrvj-.grars  refide  in  a  very  fiib- 
tilf,  volatile  oil,  which  ariTes  in 
diAillation  both  with  water  and 
pure  fpirit ;  and  if  the  liquors  be 
expofed  to  the  air,  loon  exhales 
from  both.  The  fpirit,  newly  di- 
ftiiled,  is  extremely  pungent,  hut 
if  long  kept,  even  in  clofe  veni-ls, 
becomes  remarkably  lefs  fo. 

It  haS'  been  nuich  recommended 
as  a  diuretic  in  dropfes. 

The  makers  of  this  fpirit  have 
frequently  added  to  the  fcurvy- 
grafs  a  quantity  of  horfe-radifli 
root,  and  fometimes  fubftituted  for 
it  one  drawn  entirely  fiom  the 
horfe-radifli;  the  flavour  of  thefe 
two  fimples  being  fo  much  alike, 
that  their  diftilled  fpirits  are  fcarce 
diftinguidiable  from  one  another. 
Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
though  aru7>i  and  dracunculus  are 
ufually  ranked  in  the  fame  clafs 
with  the  two  foregoing  vegetables, 
and  looked  upon  as  fimilar  to  them, 
this  procefs-difcovers  a  remarkable 
difference  :  whilft  the  former  yield 
all  their  pungency  in  diftillation 
both  to  water  and  fpirit,  the  latter 
give  over  nothing  to  either,  and 
yet  their  virtues  are  dettroyed  in 
the  operation. 

SriKITUS  COCHLEARI^  AUREUS. 

Goldc7i  or'pirghig  fpirit  of 
Jcurvy-graJ's. 

Take  of 

Spiritof  fcufvy-grafs,  one  pound  ; 

Gamboge,  one  ounce. 
Diflblve  the  gamboge  in  the  fpirit, 

and  if  any  fcdiment  fall  to  the 

bottom,    carefully  ;  decant  the 

tinged  liquor  from  it. 
This  fpirit  is  otherwife  made  with 

fcammouy,  or  refin  of  jalap,  in- 

Itead  of  gamboge. 

This  has  been  in  great  efteem 
among  the  common  people,  and 
llrouely  recommended  by  the  vend- 
ers, in  all  kinds  of  fcorbutic  dif- 
orders.  It  is  neverthelefs  a  very 
indifferent  medicine,  and  little  de- 
fer ves  the  pompous  title  g'ven  it. 


It  may  be  taken  from  tiventy  to  fxty 
drops,  either  upon  fugar  or  mixed 
with  fyrup. 

Aqua  Anhai.tina, 

Jlnhalt  •water. 

Take  of 

Turpentine,  fix  ounces; 
Olibanum,  one  ounce  ; 
Aloes  wood,  three  ounces  ; 
Cloves, 

Cinnamon,  ^ 
Cubebs, 

Rofemary  flowers, 

Galangal, 

Maftich, 

Nutmegs, — each  fix  drams  ; 
Satfron,  two  drams  and  a  half } 
Bay  berries. 

Fennel  feeds,  —  each   half  an 

ounce  ; 
Spirit  of  win^,  five  pints, 
Pulverife  thofe  ingredients  which 
require  fuch  treatment,  and  di- 
geft  the  whole  with  the  fpirit 
for  fix  days  ;  then  diftil,  with 
an  exceedingly  gentle  heat,  in 
balneo  Mariae  :  the  liquor  which 
rlins  clear  I's  to  'be  feparated 
from  the  turbid,  and  kept  by  it- 
felf. 

Where  the  addition  of  mu/k  is  re- 
quired, fifteen  grains  thereof  are 
to  be  tied  in  a  bag,  and  fufpend- 
ed  in  the  head  of  the  flill. 
We  have  inferted  this  compofi- 
tion  from  the  Brandenburgh  Phar- 
macopoeia, on  account  ot  its  being 
held,  in  forne  places,  in  great  el- 
teem.  It  is  rubbed  on  weak  or  para- 
lytic limhs,  agaifiji  catarrhs,  old patns 
and  aches,  .Sec.  and  likewife  given 
internally^  in  dofes  of  half  an  ounce, 
for  Jtei'ig.henitig  the  Jiomach,  dif 
cujing  Jaiuhncies,  rilicqifig  colicky 
pains,  and  promoting  the  uterine  pur- 
gations. It  is  very  unpleafant  to 
the  palate  :  the  aiomatics,  though 
futhcicntlv  numerous,  and  in  coii- 
fiderable  quantity,  not  giving  over 
near  enough  to  cover  the  itrong 
flavour  of  the  turpentine  ;  there  are 
not  many  of  them,  indeed,  that 
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oive  over  any  thing  confidcrable  fpirit   firft    from   the  turpentine 

at  ill     A  more  elegant  fpirit  of  alone,  and  then  ciiOolving  m  it  a 

this'  kind  mi'>hr  be  prepared  from  proper  quantity  of  any  fuitable  ef- 

turpentine,  rofemary,  lavrnder,  and  fential  oils, 
fa^c  flowers  ;  or  by  diftilling  the 


Article  II.    DifuUed  Spirituous  Waters. 


^.General  ruhs  for  the  dl/lillation  of 
J'p'.rituous  waters ;  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Pkarmacopceia; 

I. 

TThe  plants  and'their  parts  ought  to 
be  moderately  and  newly  dried, 
except  fuch  as  are  ordered  to  be 
frefh-gathered. 

II. 

.-'After  the  ingredients  have  been 
fleeped  in  the  fpirit  for  the  time 
prefcribed,  add  as  much  water  as 
w  ill  be  fufficient  to  prevent  an 
empyreuma,  or  rather  more. 

III. 

TThe  liquor  which  comes  over  firft 
in  the  diftillation,  is  by  fome 
kept  by  icfelf,  under  the  title  of 
'"Dirit;'and  the  other  runnings, 
hich  prove  milky,  fined  down 
V  art.  But  it  is  better  to  mix 
ail  the  runnings  together,  with- 

••  our  fining  them,  that  the  waters 
may  poflei's  the  virtues  of  the 
plant  entire  ;  which  is  a  circum- 
ftance  to  be  more  regarded  than 
their  finenefs  or  lightlinefs. 
If  the  diftillation  be  Ikilfully  ma- 

rnaged,  the  heat  eqhable,  and  all 

Mlong  gentle,  and  no  more  drawn 

iDff  than  the  quantity  direfted,  moft 
Df  the  waters  will  appear  fufficient- 
:y  bright  and  fine :  fome  of  them, 
which  look  turbid  juft  after  they 
'  drawn,  will,  on  (landing  for  a 
/  days,  become  clear  and  tranf- 
oarent.  The  practice  of  faving 
fome  of  the  firft  runnings  apart  is 
certainly  very  inj-irious  to  the  co^T- 
pofirio.i;  the  water  l>eing  not  only 
robbed  by  it  of  fome  of  the  more 
volatile  parts  of  the  ingredients, 


but  likewife  rendered  permanently 
milky,  as  wanting  the  fpirit  which, 
bv  d'ifTolving  the  oil  of  the  ingre- 
dients that  gives  this  appearance, 
would  make  the  liquor  tranfparent. 
Nor  is  the  method  of  fining  the 
turbid  waters  by  alum,  &c.  lefs 
culpable ;  for  tliefe  additions  pro- 
duce their  etfeds  only  by  feparat- 
ing  from  the  liquor  what  it  had 
before  gained  from  the  ingredi- 
ents. 

IV. 

In  the  diftillation  of  thefe  waters, 
the  -  genuine    brandy  obtained 
from  )\'ine  is  direifled.  Where 
this  is  not  to  be  had,  take,  inftead. 
of  that  proof  fpirit,  half  its  quan- 
tity of  a  well-re6lified  fpirit  pre- 
pared from  any  other  fermented 
liquors.  /In  this  fteep  the  ingre- 
dients ;  and  then  add  fpring  wa- 
ter enough,  both  to  make  up  the 
quantity  ordered,  to  be  drawn  oif, 
and  to  prevent  burning. 
By  this  method  more  elegant  wa- 
ters may  be  obtained,  than  whea 
any  of  the  common  proof  fpirits, 
even  that  of  wine  itfelf,  are  made 
ufe  of.    All  vinous  fpirits  receive 
fome  flavour  from  the  matter  from 
■which  they  are  extra<5ted ;  and  of 
this  flavour,  which  adheres  ciiiefly 
to  the  phlegm  or  watery  part,  they 
cannot  be  divefted  without  feparat- 
ing  the  phlegm,  and  reducing  them 
to  a  refiified  ftate. 

SPIRITUS  ANISI  COM- 
POSITUS; 

formerly 

AQUA  SEMlNUIVr  ANTSI 
COMPOSITA. 
Compound  anifced  niater. 
C  c 
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Lond. 

Take 

Anifeeds, 

Angelica  feeds,— of  each  bruifed, 

half  a  pound  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon  ; 
Water,,  as  much  as  is  fiifficient 
to  prevent  burning. 
I)raw  o(F  one  gallon. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  anifeed 
fpirit,  _  the  angelica  feeds  greatly 
improving  the  flavour  of  the  anife. 
It  is  apt  to  turn  out  milky,  if  drawn 
fo  loi'  as  here  ordered. 
AQUA  CORTICUM  AURAN- 
TIORUM  SPIRITUOSA. 
Spirituous  orange-peel  -water. 
Take  of 

Outer  rind  of  Seville  orange-peel, 

dried,  one  pound  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  three  pounds; 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufficient 
,    to  prevent  an  empyreuma. 
Diftil  off  two  pounds  by  the  heat 
of  a  water-bath. 

This  is  confiderably  ftronger  of 
the   orange-peel  than  the  fimple 
water.    It  is  ufed  as  a  cordial^  Jh- 
niachic,  and  carmniative, 
SPIRITUS  ANTICTERICUS. 
^ntiiieric  fpirit. 

Take  of 

Spirit  of  turpentine,  reftifjpd, 

one  ounce  and  a  half; 
Reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  half  a 
pound. 

Diftil  with  a  gentle  heat.  Let  the 
oil  fwimming  above  in  the  re- 
ceiver be  feparated  from  the  fa- 
turated  fpirit,  which  is  to  be  pre- 
ferved  for  ufe. 

This  combination  of  oil  of  tur- 
pentine and  fpirit  of  wine  has 
been  recommended  as  a  folvent 
for  biliary  calculi  :  but  though  out 
of  the  machine  it  may  poffefs  fuch 
a  folvent  power  over  the  calculi 
immerfed  in  it ;  ftill  it  can  fcarce 
reach  them,  it  is  natural  to  con- 
clude, when  taken  internally,  fo 


as  to  exercife  anv  n-^-.v^^r  cf'^rar.; 
ouflv. 

AQUA   VALbi^;.i.\yL  Uuji- 
POSITA. 
Compound  valerian  water. 
Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  a  pound  and 
a  hnlf ; 

Lovage  feed,  half  a  pound  ; 
Pennyroyal  leaves,  four  ounces; 
Savin  tops,  two  ounces  ; 
French  brandy,  two  gallons. 
Digpft   for  two  days,  and  "then 
draw  off  by  diftill'ation  two  gal- 
lons. 

AQUA    SEMINUM  CARDA- 
MONI. 
Cardamom  feed  water. 
Take  of 

Lefler  cardamom   feeds,  freed 
from  the  hufk?,  four  ounces; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon  ; 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to 
prevent  burning. 
Diftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  fpirit  is  a  grateful  cordial 
and  carminative^  the  cardamon  feeds 
giving  over  in  this  procefs  the 
whole  of  their  flavour.  It  is  not 
perhaps  very  necefTary  to  be  at  the 
trouble  pf  feparating  the  hufks,  for 
thefe  communicate  nothing  dif- 
agreeable.  The  only  difference  is, 
that,  if  employed  unhu/ked,  a  pro- 
portionably  larger  quantity  of  them 
mull  be  taken. 

SPIRITUS  CARUI; 
formerly 
AQUA  SEMINUM  CARUI. 
Caraway  water, 
Lond. 

Take  of  -~ 

Bruifed  caraway  feeds,   half  a 
pound ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one  gal- 
lon ;  . 

Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
Draw  off  one  gallon. 
This  is  a  cordial  in  commoa 
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ufe     It  contains  the  flavour  of  the  fpirit  to  be  drawn  ;  and  that  of 

carawav  iecds  in  perfection.  Edinburgh  nine  pounds^  from  the 

In  the  fame  manner,  the  Col-  proportions  of  the  ingredients  fpe- 

lege  of  London  orders  one  gallon  of  tified  below — 

from  Menthae  piperitidis  ttjfs. 
Pnlc-gii  ibjfs. 
Mcnth.'E  fktivffi  ftjCs- 
MvrilticcE  §2. 
Coriicis  cinnamomi  jf^j. 
Pimento  7  I2.  Londoti.  • 

Fruftus  pimentas  j  J^fs.  Edinburgh. 


The  fpirit  of  cirvnamon  is  a  very 
relevant,  and  agreeable  cordial  aro- 
•matic  fpirit ;  poffeffed  of  fome  re- 
'firingenl,  diuretic,  and  expedlorani 
:port  er  ;  particularly  afliftant  to  me- 
dicines of  thefe  dalles,  when  unit- 
red  with  them  ;  and  js  often  very 
.vfeful  in  rendering  medicines  more 
agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  mak- 
ing them  fit  eafily  on  the  fto- 
mach. 

SPIRITUS  JUNIPERI  COM- 
POSITUS  ; 
formet  ly 

K<:iUK  JUNIPERI  COMPO- 
SITA. 
Compound  fpirit  of  juniper. 
Loud. 

TTake  of 

Juniper  berries,  one  pound  ; 
Sweet  fennel  feeds, 
Caraway   feeds,  bruifed, — each 

an  ounce  and  a  half ; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one  gal- 
lon ; 

Water,  as  much  as  is  fufiicient 
to  prevent  empjreuma. 
riJiftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  fpirit,  mixed  with  about 
an  equal  quantity  of  the  rob  of  ju- 
niper berries,  proves  an  ufeful  me- 
dicine in  catarrhs,  debility  of  the 
fiomach  and  intrfiines,  and  difficulty 
of  urine.  The  fpirit  by  itfelf  is  a 
good  cardial  and  carminative.  The 
fervicc  which  this  and  other  fpi- 
rituoiis  waters  do  in  thefe  inten 
tions,  is  loo  commonly  known  ; 


though  the  ill  'confequences  that 
follow  their  conftant  ufe,  be  too 
little  regarded, 

SPIRITUS  MENTHA  PIPE- 
RITIDIS  ; 
formerly 

AQUA  MENTHA  PIPERITI- 
DIS SPIRITUOSA. 
Spirit  of  peppermint, 
L.  E. 

This  water  is  made  ufe  of  la 
flatulent  colics  and  fimilar  diforders^ 
in  which  it  oftentimes  gives  im- 
mediate relief.    It  fmells  anjs  taftes 
ftrongly  of  the  peppermint. 
SPIRITUS  MENTHA  SA- 
TIV^ ; 
formerly 

KCi\3P^   MENTHAE  VULGA- 
RIS SPIRITUOSA. 
Spirit  of  fpearmint. 
Land. 

This  fpirit  turns  out  a  very  ele« 
gant  one,  and  preferable,  in  weak' 
nefs  of  the  fiomach,  reaching  to  VO' 
mit,  and  the  like,  to  many  more 
elaborate  preparations.  Where  the  ■ 
diforder  is  not  accompanied  with 
heat  or  inflammation,  half  an  ounce 
of  this  water  may  be  given  di- 
luted with  fome  agreeable  aqueous 
liquor. 

AdUA  MIRABILIS. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,  two  ounces; 
Lemon-peel,  one  ountej 
Angelica  feeds, 
Leller  cardamom  feeds, 
-  C  «  a 
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Mace, — each  half  an  ounce; 
Cubebs,  two  drams ; 
Balm  leaves,  fix  ounces ; 
French  brandy,  one  gallon. 
Pour  the  brandy  on  the  other  in- 
gredients bniifed  ;  and  after  di- 
gefiing  tlieni  for  four  days,  draw 
off  by  diflillation  one  gallon. 
The  above  compofition  of  this 
celebrated  fpirit  is  that  which  was 
formerly  followed.    At  a  late  re- 
formation it  has  received  a  con- 
Uderable  improvement  ;  the  car- 
damoms, cubebs,  and  balm,  are 
omitted,  and  an  addition  of  pep- 
permint  introduced.      The  for- 
mula is  as  follows. 

AQUA  AROMATIC  A  ,- 
vulgo 
MIRABILIS. 
Aromatic    luater,    commonly  called 
Aqua  mirabi  lis. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,  two  ounces  ; 

Frefli  yellow  rind  of  lemons, 

Angelica     feeds,  —  each  one 
ounce ; 

Mace,  half  an  ounce; 

Peppermint,  three  ounces  ; 

l*!ench  brandy,  one  gallon. 
Digeft  for  two  days,  and  then  diflil 

off  one  gallon. 

This,  fpirit  is  very  rich  of  the 
fpices ;  and  proves  a  pleafant, 
warm  cordial  and  carmimative.  In 
thofe  who  have  not,  by  frequent 
ufe,  deprived  themfelves  of  the  be- 
nefit of  thefe  kinds  of  liquors,  it 
often  gives  prefent  relief  in  Ian- 
guars,  Jlatukticics,  colicky  pains,  and 
limilar  complaints. 

The  fpices  in  thefe  two  com- 
pofitions  being  rather  too  dear  for 
the  purpofes  of  a  common  cordial 
water,  the  wholefnle  dealers,  r.s  I 
have  been  informed,  generally  fub- 
llitute  for  them  a  cheaper  _  fpice 
from  our  own  plantations,  pinieh- 
to.  A  very  elegant  water  is  pre- 
pared alfo  from  that  fpice  by  itfelf. 


SPIRITUS  PIMENTO. 

(See^rt^*  387-) 
This  fpirit  Is  far  more  a'gree- 
able  than  a  fimple  watt-r  drawn 
from  the  fame  fjjice  ;  and  has  long 
had  a  place  among  the  cordials 
both  of  the  diftiller  and  apothe- 
cary ;  and  is  now  received  into 
the  public  Pharmacopoeias  of  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh. 

SPlljirrUh  MYRISTIC^ ; 

formerly 

AQUA  NUCJS  MOSCHAT^. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg. 
Lond. 

This  fpirit  (with  tlie  addition 
only  cf  fome  hawthorn  flowers,  an 
article  of  very  little  fignificance) 
was  formerly  celebrated  in  nephri- 
tic diforders,  under  the  name  of 
Aqua  nephritica.  At  prelent, 
it  is.  regarded  only  as  an  agreeable 
fpirituous  liquor,  lightly  impreg- 
nated with  the  nutmeg  Havour. 
SPIRITUS  PULEGIl; 
formerly 

AQUA  PULeGII  SPIRITUO- 
SA. 

Spirit  of  penny-royal. 
Lond.- 

This  fpirit  has  a  good  fliare  of 
the  flavour  of  the  penny-royal,  aiid 
is  pretty  much  in  ufe  as  a  carmina- 
tive, antihvjleric,  and  emfnena^ogue. 

SPIRITUS  RAPHANI  COM- 
POSITUS ; 
formerly 

AQUA  RAPHANI  COMPO- 
SITA. 

Compound  fpirit  of  horfcradijh. 
'  Lond. 

Take  of 

Garden  fcurvygrafs  leaves,  frefli, 
four  pounds  ; 

Horferadilh  root,  frefli, 

Orange-peel,  frefli, —each  two 
pounds ; 

Nutmegs,  brnifed,  one  ounce  ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  gal- 
lons J 
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Water,  a  fiifficient  quantity  to 
prevent  burning. 
Draw  off  two  gallons. 

This  fpirit  is  a  very  elegant  one, 
and  as  well  adapted  for  the  piir- 
pofes  of  an  antifcorbutic,  as  any 
thing  that  can  well  be  contrived 
in  this  form.  The  horferadifli  and 
fcurvygrafs  join  very  well  toge- 
ther, giving  a  fimilar  flavour, 
though  not  a  little  difagreeable ; 
the  nutmeg  liipprefles  ihis  flavour 
very  fuccefsfuUy,  without  fuper- 
adding  any  of  its  own  ;  and  to  this, 
orange-peel  adds  a  flavour  very 
agreeable.  Arum  root  has  gene- 
rally had  a  place  in  this  fpirit,  but 
3s  here  defervedly  thrown  out  ;  for 
it  gives  nothing  of  its  pungency 
over  the  helm,  notwithftanding 
v.-hat  is  aflerted,  by  fome  difpenfa- 
tory-writers,  to  the  contrary.  Muf- 
tard-feed,  though  not  hitherto  em- 
ployed in  thefe  kinds  of  compo- 
litions,  feems  to  be  an  excellent 
ingredient.  It  gives  over  the  whole 
of  its  pungency,  and  is  likevvife 
Icfs  perifiiable  than  moft  of  the 
other  fubllances  of  this  clafs.  This 
feed  wants  no  addition,  unlefs  fome 
aromatic  material  to  furnifli  an 
agreeable  flavour. 
Aqua  vulneraria,  feu  Aqua 

CATAPULTA  RIA. 

jjrquebufade  -water, 
Pharm.  Aigent. 

Take  of 

Comfrey,  leaves  and  roots, 

Sage, 

Mugwort, 

Buglofs, — each  four  handfuls  j 

Betony, 

Sanicle, 

Ox-ej  e  daify, 


Common  daify, 

Greater  figwort, 

Plantane, 

Agrimony, 

Vervain, 

Wormwood, 

Fennel, — each  two  handfuls ; 

St.  John's  wort. 

Long  birthwort, 

Orpine, 

Veronica, 

Lefler  centaury, 

Milfoil, 

Tobacco, 

Moufe-ear, 

Mint, 

Hvflbp, — each  one  handful ; 

Wjjie,  twenty-four  pounds. 

Having  cut  and  bruifed  the 
herbs,  pour  on  them  the  wine,  and 
let  them  fland  together  in  digef- 
tion,  in  Rorfedung,  or  any  other 
equivalent  hear,  tor  three  days. 
Afterwards  diitil  in  an  alembic 
with  a  moderate  fire. 

This  celebrated  water  has-been 
for  fome  time  held  in  great  efteem, 
in  contujions,  for  refolvmg  coagulated 
blood,,  d'lfcujfmg  the  tumours  that  arife 
on  fr azures  and  dijlocatiojis,  for  pre- 
venting the  progt'efs  of  gangrenes.  And 
cleanjing  and  healing  ulcers  and 
luounds,  particularly  gun-JJiot  -wounds. 
Mr.  Lemery  has  been  at  the  pains 
of  writing  a  whole  trcatife  on  it ; 
in  which  he  confiders  each  of  the 
ingredients  fingly,  and  fuppofes  the 
water  to  poflefs  their  united  vir- 
tues. In  this,  however,  he  mif- 
takesj  for  the  vjitues  of  mpfl:  of 
the  herbs,  admitting  them  to  be  as 
great  as  he  would  have  them,  re- 
fide  in  fuch  parts  as  are  not  capable 
of  being  elevated  in  this  procefs. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

SECT.  I. 
ExTR/^TSii.wi^  Water. 


THESE  extracts  are  prepared, 
by  boiling  the  fubjeft  in  wa- 
ter, and  evaporating  the  (trained 
decoftion  to  a  thick,  coiififtence. 

This  procefs  aifords  us  fome  of 
the  more  aftive  parts  of  the  plants, 
free  from  the  ufclefs,  indiffohible, 
.  earthy  matter,  which  makes  the 
largeft  fhare  of  their  bulk.  There 
is  a  great  difference  in'  vegetable 
fubftances,  with  regard  to  their 
fitnefs  for  this  opelation  ;  fome 
yielding  to  it  all  their  virtues,  and 
others  fcarce  any.  Thofe  parts  in 
which  the  fweet,  glutinous,  emol- 
lient, cooling,  bitter,  auftere,  a- 
Itringent  virtues  refide,  are  for  the 
moft  part  totally  extracted  by  the 
boiling  water,  and  remain  almoft 
entire  upon  evaporating  it :  whilft 


thofe  which  contain  the  peculiar 
odour,  flavour,  and  aromatic  qua- 
lity, are  either  not  extrafted  at  all, 
or  exhale  along  with  the  menftru- 
um.  Thus  gentian  roof,  which  is 
almoft  (imply  bitter,  yields  an  ex- 
trad  pofTeifing,  in  a  fmall  volume, 
the  Tv/wle  tafte  and  virtues  of  the 
root : — wormvjooei,  which  has  a  de- 
gree of  warmth  and  (trong  flavour 
joined  to  the  bitter,  lofes  the  two 
firft  in  the  evaporation,  and  gives 
an  extraft  not  greatly  different  from 
the  foregoing  :  the  aroinatic  quality 
of  cinnamon  is  diffipated  by  this 
treatment,  its  aftringency  remain- 
ing  ;  whilft  an  extraft  made  from 
the  flmvers  of  lavender  and  rofcmary 
.  di((covers  nothing  either  of  the  tafte, 
fmell,  or  virtues  of  the  fJowers. 


General  Rules  for  makh 

1.  It  is  indifferent,  in  regard  to 
the  medicine,  whether  the  fubjeft 
be  ufed  frefh  or  dry  :  (ince  nothing 
that  can  be  'preferved  in  this  pro- 
cefs, will  be  loft  by  drying.  In  re- 
gard to  the  facility  of  extraflion, 
there  is  a  very  confiderable  dif- 
ference ;  vegetables  in  general  giv- 
ing out  their  virtues  more  readily 
■when  moderately  dried,  than  when 
frefli. 

2.  Very  compaft  dry  fubftances 
(liould  be  reduced  into  exceeding 
fmall  parts,  previous  to  the  affufion 
of  the  menftruum,  ■  - 

3.  The  quantity  of  water  ought 


'  ExtraHs  with  Water, 

to  be  no  greater  than  is  neceffary 
for  extra£ling  the  virtues  of  the 
fubjeft.  A  difference  herein  will 
fometimes  occafion  a  variation  in 
the  quality  of  the  produ<ft ;  the 
larger  the  quantity  of  liqlior,  the 
longer  fire  will  be  requifite  for 
evaporating  it,  and  confequently 
more  of  the  volatile  parts  of  the 
fubjeft  will  be  diffipated.  A  long 
continued  heat  likewife  makes  a 
confiderable  alteration  in  the  mat- 
ter which  is  not  volatile:  fweet fub- 
/loncei,  by  long  boiling  with  water, 
become  naufeous ;  and  the  drafic 
fitrgativcs    lofe    their   virulence  ; 
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though  without  any  remarkable  fe- 
paration  of  their  parts. 

4.  Ti;e  decodions  are  ta  be  de- 
purated by  colatiire;  and,  after- 
w:;rd?,  luifered  to  ftuad  fcr  a  day 
or  two,  u  hen  a  conlideiable  quan- 
tity ef  fedinient  is  laiiaily  found  at 
the  bo:tom4  If"  tiie  liquor,  poured 
otf  clear,  be  boiled  down  a  little, 
and  afi.erxvards  fiifFered  to  cool 
a^aiii,  i:  will  d'^polic  a  frefli  fedi- 
nient, from  wtiich  it  may  be  de- 
cmtevi  before  you  proceed  to  finifli 
the  evaporation.  The  decoftions 
of  very  reiinous  fubflances  do  not 
reqi.ire  this  treatment,  and  are 
rather  injured  by  it;  the  refin 
fubliding  along  with  the  ina£live 
^regs. 

5.  The  evaporation  is  moft  con- 
veniently performed  in  broad  flial- 
lovv  vefTels ;  the  larger  the  fiirface 
of  the  liquor,  the  fooner  will  the 
aqueous  parts  exhale.  This  efFedl: 
may  likewife  be  promoted  by  agi.- 
tatioa. 

6.  When  the  matter  begins  to 
grow  thick,  great  care  is  necelTary 
to  prevent  its  burning.  This  ac- 
cident, almofl.  unavoidable  if  the 
quantity  be  large,  and  the  fire  ap- 
plied, as  ufual,  under  the  evapo- 
rating pan,  may  be  effeftually  pre- 
vented, by  carrying  on  the  infpif- 
lation,  after  the  common  manner, 
no  further  than  to  the  confidence 
of  a  fyrup,  when  the  matter  is  to 
be  f>oured  into  fliallow  tin  or  earth- 
en pans,  and  placed  in  an  oven, 
with  its  door  open,  moderately 
heated  ;  which  afting  uniformly  on 
every  part  of  the  liquid,  will  foon 
reduce  it  to  any  degree  of  confift. 
cnce  required.  This  may  likewife 
be  done,  and  more  fecurely,  in  bal- 
nco  Mariae,  by  fetting  the  evapo- 
rating veiTel  in  boiling  water ;  but 
the  evaporation  is  here  exceeding- 
ly flow  and  tedious. 

7.  Extrafts  are  to  be  fprinkled 
with  a  little  fpirit  of  wine,  to  pre- 
'ent  their  growing  naoukiy.  They 


fliould  be  kept  in  bladders  moift- 

encd  with  fwect  oil. 

EXTRACTUMANGUSTURiE. 
Ex  trail  of  angujiuva. 

Take  four  ounces  of  anguftura 
bark,  put  it  into  a  flaiyiel  bag  of 
a  conical  fliape,  pour  upon  this 
boiling  water,  and  repeat  till  the 
Jiquor  has  but  little  taftc  ^nd 
colour.  Let  this  be  evaporated 
by  a  gentle  heat:  there  will  re- 
main thirteen  drams  and  twenty 
grains  of  the  extraft,  of  the  full 
riavour  of  the  bark,  containing 
two  di  ams  of  the  refinous  matter. 

EXTRACTUM  GENTIANiE. 
ExtraH  0/  getitian, 
L.  E. 

To  any  quantity  of  gentian  root, 
'  fliced  and  bruifed,  add  eight  times 
its  weight  of  water,  and  boil  it  till 
it  is  reduced  to  half ;  then  let  it 
be  ftrained  and  fet  afide,  that  the 
fseculencies  may  fubfide;  then 
boil  it  again  in  a  water-bath,  fa- 
turated  with  fea-falt,  to  a  con- 
fiftence  proper  for  making  pills. 
The  fame  kind  of  bath  is  to  be 
ufed  in  the  preparation  of  all  ex- 
trafts,  that  the  evaporation  may  be 
properly  performed. 

In  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia 
it  is  ordered,  after  firft  boiling  ,  the 
ingredients,  that  the  liquor  is  to  be 
ftrained  by  ftrong  prefliire,  and 
then  evaporated  in  veffels  heated 
by  the  vapour  of  boiling  water,  till 
it  acquires  the  thicknefs  of  honey  y 
and  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
operation,  that  the  extraft  Ihould 
be  conftantly  fiined,  that  the  em- 
pyreuma  may  be  avoided,  and  the 
extraft  itfelf  be  free  from  lumps. 
And  thefe  direilions  are  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  making  all  extracts. 

In  the  fame  manner  is  prepared 
the 

JEXTR  ACTUM 

GLYCYRRHIZjIi, 
HEtLEBORI  NIGRI, 
PULSATILI,^  NIQRICANTIS, 
RuT.iE, 
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EXTR ACTUM 

CHAMiEMELI, 

Papaveris  AI.BI, 

CaCUMINIS  GENISTiC, 
EnI)L>E.  CAMPANiE, 

Absinthii. 
For  the  medical  virtues  of  which 
extracts,  our  readers  are  referred  to 
the  Materia  Medica,  where  they 
wiJl  be  found  enumerated  under 
the  names  of  the  vegetable  fub- 
flances  from  whence  they  arc  pre- 
pared. For  thefe  preparations  are 
nothing  more  than  the  more  aftive 
parts  extra£led  from  the  earthy  parts 
of  which  vegetables  are  formed; 
except  in  fonie  few,  where  the  na- 
ture of  the  operation  ditlipatcs  the 
more  volatile  parts,  or  eflential  oi!?, 
but  on  which  the  medical  power 
required  does  not  always  depend. 

'  Jt  is  convenient,  in  makjng  the 
cxtradl  of  liquorice,  before  boiling 
the  root,  to  cut  it  tranfverfely  into 
fmail  pieces,  that  it  may  more  rea- 
dily give  out  its  virtues  by  light 
codlion.  If  the  boiling  be  long 
continued,  the  rich  fweet  tafte,  for 
which  this  preparation  is  valued, 
■will  be  greatly  injured.  For  the 
faine  rcafon,  the  quantity  of  water 
ought  to  be  no  larger  than  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  to  extraft  the  vir- 
tues of  the  root  ;^  quart,  or  at  the 
moii  three  pints,  will  be  fully  fuf- 
ficient  for  a  pound  of  lit^uorice. 
It  would  be  of  copfiderable  advanr 
tage  to  the  preparation,  and  pro* 
bably  (when  made  in  quantity) 
lefs  expenfive  to  the  pr^:)arer,  to 
ufe,  inltead  of  the  decodion,  juice 
of  liquorice,  prefTed  out  betwixt 
iron  rollers,  after  the  manner  prac- 
tifed  abrqad  for  obtaining  the  juice 
of  ihe  fugar-cane. 

Large  quantities  of  extraft  of  li- 
quorice have  been  ufually  brought 
to  us  fro'iii  Spain,  and  other  foreign 
countries ;  but  it  is  very  rarely  met 
with  in  the  fliops  in  perfedion ; 
the  makers  of  this  commodity,  both 


at  home  and  abroad,  being  either 
very  flovenly  in  its  preparation,  or 
defignedly  mixing  it  with  fand  and 
other  impurities.  When  made  with 
care,  it  is  exceedingly  fweet,  not 
at  all  bitterilh  or  naufcou^,  more 
agreeable  in  tafte  than  the  root  ic- 
feif,  of  a  plcafant  fmt.-ll,  a  reddifli 
brown  colour,  and,  when  drawn 
out  into  firings,  of  a  bright  golden 
colour;  totally  foluble  in  water 
without  depofit'ng  any  frees. 

This  preparation  would  be  very 
convenient  for  many  purpofes  in 
the  Ihops,  if  kept  in  a  fomewhat 
fofter  conliftence  than  that  of  an 
extraft.    The  only  inconvenience 
attending  this  foft  form  is,  its  be- 
ing apt  in  a  fliort  time  to  grow 
moulciy  :  this  may  be  ette6tually 
prevented,  by  the  addition  of  a 
fmall  portion  of  fpirit  of  wine. 
EXTR  ACTUM  HyEM ATOX Y- 
LI,  vel  LIGNI  CAMl'E- 
CHENSIS. 
E-xtraci  of  logvjood. 
L.  E. 

Take  of  logwood,  reduced  to  pow- 
der, one  pound.   Boil  it  in  a  gal- 
lon of  water  till  half  the  liquor 
be  confumed," repeating  the  coc- 
tion  with  frcfli  water  four  times 
or  oftener.    The  feveral  decoc- 
tions are  to  be  mixed  together, 
pafled  through  a  ftrainer,  and 
evaporated  to  a  due  coiififtence. 
This  wood  very  ditficuhly  yields 
its  virtues  to  waterv  menltrua,  and 
hence  the   reducing  it  into  fine 
powder'is  extremely  necelVary. 

The  extraft  of  logwood  has  an 
agreeable  fweet  tafte,  with  fome  de- 
gree of  ;ifirit'igency  ;  and  hence  be- 
comes ferviceable  in  diarrhaas,  for 
blunting  the  acrimony  of  the  juices,  and 
moderately  ,  conftringing  the  intejiines 
and  orifices  nf  the  f mailer  vejfsis  ;  it 
may  be  given  from  a  fcruple  to 
half  a  dram,  and  repeated  five  or 
fix  times  a  day,  to  advantage.  Din- 
ing the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  the 
ftoa]a'are.;.'fl-cquently  tinged  red  by 
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it,  which  has  occafioned  fome  to 
be  alarmed,  as  if  the  colour  pro- 
ceeded from  blood :  the  prefcriber 
thereof  oiighr  to  caution  the  patient 
a<Jaiiill  :!nv  t'urprife  of  ihis  kind. 
"  EXTRACTUM  SENN^E. 
ExiraH  of  fcnna. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Senna,  one  pound  ; 
Dillilled  water,  one  gallon  ; 

IBoil  the  fcnna  in  the  diftilled  water, 
adding  after  it?  decoiflion  a  little 
redified  fpirit  of  wine.  Evapo- 
rate the  drained  liqnor  to  a  pro- 
per coiififtence. 

The  fpirit  may  be  added  when 
the  deco^ion  is  reduced  to  one 
half,  or  three  pints';  for  Beaume 
fays,  that  the  refinous  parts  of  fen- 
na  are  in  fo  fmall  a  proportion  to 
•the  gummv,  that  they  are  readily 
tboiled  out  together. 

This  extract  is  given  as  a  gentle 
:purgative,  from  ten  grains  to  one 
ifcruple,  or  in  lefs  quantity,  as  an 
jalEllant  to  milder  laxatives;  it  is 
ffaid,  that  though  this  extract  is  a 
■weaker  purge,  vet  it  gripes  more. 
EXTRACTUM  ClNCHONyE, 
feu  CORTICIS  PERUVIANI, 
molle  et  durum. 
cEx/raff  of  Peruvian  bark,  foft  and 
hard. 
Land. 

uEoil  a  pound  of  powdered  bark  in 
tive  or  fix  quarts  of  water,  for  an 
hoar  or  two,  and  pour  off  the 
liquor,  which,  whilft  hot,  will  be 
red  and  tranfparent,  but  on  grow- 
ing cold  becomes  yellow  and  tur- 
bid. The  remaining  bark  is  to 
be  boiled  again  in  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  water  as  before,  and  this 
procefs  repeated  till  the  liquor 
remains  tranfparent  when  cold. 
Ail  the  (^ecoftions,  ftrained  and 
mixed  together,  are  to  be  eva- 
porated over  a  very  gentle  fire  to 
a  due  confiftcnce,  care  being 
taken  to  prjvenl  the  matter  from 
aborning. 


This  extraift  is  diredted  to  be  kept 
in  the  fliops,  both  in  a  foft  and 
hard  form ;  the  rirft  of  a  pro- 
per confidence,  for  making  into 
pills ;  the  other  fit  for  being  re- 
duced into  powder. 
Peruvian  bark  is  a  refinous  drug : 
the  refin  melts  out  by  the  heat, 
but  is  not  perfeiflly  diflblved  by 
the  water  ;   hence,  in  cooling,  it 
ftparates,  renders  the  liquo;'  turbid, 
and  in  part  falls  to  the  bottom,  as 
appears  manifeftly  upon  examining 
the  fediment  by  fpirit  of  wine. 
This  extraft  might  be  made  to  bet- 
ter advantage  by  the  aflidance  of 
fpirit  of  wine,  after  the  fame  man- 
ner as  that  of  jalap;  and  this  me- 
thod the  Edinburgh  College  have 
directed.    But  all  the  fpirits  which 
can  be  expeded  to  be  employed 
for  this  procefs  among. us,  are  ac- 
companied with  iome  degree  of  a 
bad  ,  flavour.    This  adheres  moft 
flrongly  to  the  phlegm.itip  part  «jf' 
the  fpirit  .which  evaporating  lafl, 
muft  communicate  this  ill  flavour 
to  the  extraft;  a  circum fiance  of 
very  great  confequence ;   as  this 
medicine  is  defigned  for  ftomachs 
too  weak  to  bear  a  due  quantity  of 
bark  in  fubftance.    Ten  or  twelve 
grains  of  the  hard  extrafl:  are  rec- 
koned equivalent  to  about  half  a 
dram  of  the  bark  itfelf. 
GUMMI  et  RESINA  ALOES. 
Gum  and  rcfn  of  aloes. 
Land. 

Boil  four  ounces  of  Socotorine  aloes 
in  two  pints  of  water,  till  as 
much  as  polfible  of  the  aloes  be 
difTolved.  The  folution  fiifFered 
to  reft  for  a  night,  will  depofit 
the  refin  to  the  bottom  of  the 
vefiel  :  after  which,  the  remain- 
ing liquor,  ftrained,  if  needful, 
is  to  be   evaporated,   that  the 
gum  may  be  left. 
The  gum  of  aloes  is  fomewhat 
lefs  purgative,  and  confiderably  lefs 
difagreeable  than  the  crude  jiiicci 
This  alteration  is  aot  owing,  as 
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might  be  fiippofed,  to  the  fepara- 
tioi)  of  the  refin  ;  for  the  pure  refin 
of  aloes  is  fHU  lefs  difapreeable, 
and  lefs  purgative,  even  than  the 
gum  ;  fome  have  denied  that  it  has 
any  purgative  virtue  at  all,  and 
others  afcribe  to  it  an  afti'  igent 
quality.    I  have  exhibited  this  re- 
lin,  divided  by  trituration  with  the 
teftaceous  powders,  in  the  dofe  of 
a  fcruple,  without  obferving  any 
effeft  from  it.    The  gum  fecms  to 
be  the  only  part  here  intended  for 
medicinal  uie.    If  the  refin  be  re- 
quired, it  ought  to  be  further  pu- 
rified by  folutlon  in  fpirit  of  wine  ; 
for  as  it  is  obtained  by  precipita- 
tion from  an  aqueous  folution  of 
impure  aloes,  all  the  impurities  of 
the  drug,  that  are  not  foluble  in 
water,  will  precipitate  along  vvith  it. 
EXTR ACTUM  MYRRHS 
GUMMOSUM. 
Gummous  extraH  of  mynh. 
Take  of 

Myrrh,  four  ounces  ; 
Spring  water,  two  pounds. 
Let  the  myrrh  be  dirfblved  by  gen- 
tle digeftion,  and  repeated  agi- 
tation of  the  veOel,  for  four  or 
five  days  ;  let  the  water  fwim- 
tning  above  the  myrrh  be  then 
poured  off,  drained,  and  evapo- 
rated,  to  the  confiftence  of  an 
extract. 

By  this  procefs  the  myrrh  is  much 
deprived  of  the  heating  qualities 
which  it  podelTesin  its  crude  ftate  ; 
and  as  fome  cnnfider  it  an  ufeful 
remedy  in  phthifis  pulmonalis,  un- 


der this  form  it  miy  probably  bt 
exhibited  with  advantage. 
EXTRACTUM  TARAXACI. 
ExtraH  of  danddlo7i. 
This  is  prepared  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  extraS  of  gentian, 
from  the  roots,  collected  early  in 
fpring,  or  late  in  autumn.    If  the 
dandelion  pofTeflc-s  refolvent,  ape- 
rient, and  diuretic  powers,  thtfe 
may  be  conveniently  obtained  in 
this  form.    But   as   thib   root  is 
known  to  contain  a  milky  juice,  it 
has  been  thought  that  ihractivity 
of  this  medicine  might  be  inc  rcaf- 
ed  by  employing  fpirit  in  the  pro- 
cefs. 

RoB   BACCARUM  JUN-IPERI. 

Roh  of  juniper  berries. 
Let  juniper   berries,  thoroughly 
bruifed,  t)e  boiled  in  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  ^  water,  the  liquor 
ftrained,  and  infpifTated  to  the 
confiftence  of  honey. 
This  preparation  may  be  made 
alfo  from  the  decoction  that  re- 
mains after  the  diftiiiation  of  the 
eftential  oil  of  the  berries.    It  has 
a  fweet  balfamic  tafte,  accoinpanied 
with  a  greater  or  lefs  bitternefs,  ac- 
cording as  the  feeds  of  the  berry 
were  more  or  lefs  thoroughly  bruif- 
ed.    This    elegant  preparation, 
though  not  received  in  our  Phar- 
macopoeias, feems  not  unworthy  of 
a  place  in  the  fliops.  Hoffmann  has 
a  great  opinion  of  it  in  debilities  of 
the  fiomach  and  iniejlines,  and  in  tkt 
difficulties  of  urine,  familiar  to  per- 
fons  of  an  advanced  age. 


SECT.  II. 


Extracts  with  rectified  Spirit. 


RECTIFIED  fpirit  of  wine  dif- 
folves  the  eirentlal  oils  and 
refins  of  vegetables,  and  does  not 


readily  carry  off  the  oil  in  its  cxha 
lation;  the  heat  fufficient  to  exhale 
pure  fpirit,  being  much  lefs  than 
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that  in  which  water  confiderably 
evaporates,  or  mpft  eirential  oils  di- 
ftil.  Hence  a  refinous  or  Ipiritu- 
oiis  extraft  of  wormwood,  contrary 
to  that  made  with  water,  contains 
the  warmth  and  flavour,  as  well  as 
bitternefs,  of  the  herb  ;  one  made 
from  cinnamon  poflefles  its  aroma- 
tic virtue,  as  well  as  its  aftringen- 
cy ;  and  one  from  lavender  and 
.  rofemary  flowers  retains  great  part 
of  their  "flavour  and  virtues ;  the 
volatile  parts,  which  are  carried  off 
by  water  in  its  evaporation,  being 
left  behind  by  fpirit. 

The  fpirit  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe  (hould  be  perfectly  free  from 
.  any  ill  flavour ;  which  would  be 
I  communicated,  in  part,  to  the  pre- 
paration ;  and  from  any  admixture 
.  of  phlegm  or  water,  which  would 
:  not  only  vary  its  dilTolving  power, 
hut  likewiie,  evaporating  towards 
'  the  end  of  the  infpiflation,  would 
;  promote  the  dilCpation  of  the  vola- 
;tiic  parts  of  the  inbjeft.  Hence  al- 
;fo  the  fubjeft  itlclf  ought  always  to 
:be  dry.  Thofe  fubftances,  which 
.loie  their  virtue  by  drying,  lofe  it 
-equally  on  being  fubmitted  to  this 
:  treatment  with  the  pureft  fpirit. 

The  infpiflation  fhould  be  per- 
: formed,  from  the  beginning,  in  the 
jgentle  heat  of  a  water-bath.  It  is 
.not  needful  to  fuffer  the  fpirit  to 
{evaporate  in  the  air.  Greatelf  part 
of  it  may  be  recovered  by  colledl- 
■ing  the  vapour  iii  the  common  di- 
iftiiling  vefleh.  If  the  diftilled  fpi- 
rrit  be  found  to  have  brought  over 
:any  flavour  from  the  fubjeft,  it  may 
:be  advantageouUy  referved  for  the 
liame  purpofes  again. 

It  is  obfervabie-,  that  though  rec- 
:tified  fpirit  be  the  proper  menftru- 
•um  of  the  pure  volatile  oils,  and  of 
the  grofler  refinous  matter  of  vege- 
tables, and  water  of  the  mucilagi- 
nous and  faline  ;  yet  thefe  principles 
are,  in  almoft  all  plants,  fo  inti- 
mately combined  together,  that, 
whichever  of  thefe  liquors  be  ap- 


plied at  firft,  it  will  take  up  a  por* 
tion  of  what  is  direftly  foluble  only 
in  the  other.  Hence  fundry  ve- 
getables, extremely  refinous,  and 
whofe  virtues  confift  chiefly  in  their 
refin,  affard  neverthelefs  very  ufe- 
ful  extrafts  with  water,  though  not 
equal  to  thofe  which  may  be  ob- 
tained by  a  prudent  application  of 
fpirit.  Hence,  alfo,  the  extradts 
made  from  moft  vegetables  by  pure 
fpirit  are  not  mere  refins  ;  a  part  of 
the  gummy  matter,  if  the  fubjeft 
contained  any  fuch,  being  taken  up 
along  with  the  refin,  an  adtpixture 
of  great  advantage  to  it  in  a  medi- 
cinal view.  The  fpirituous  ex- 
trafls  of  feveral  vegetable  fub- 
ftances,  as  mint- leaves,  rhubarbj 
fafFron,  diflblve  in  water  as  well  as 
in  fpirit. 

Pure  refins  are  prepared  by  mix* 
ing,  with  fpirituous  tindure  of  very 
refinous  vegetables,  a  quantity  of 
water.  The  rcfin^  incapable  of  Je- 
maining  diflblved  in'  the  watery  li- 
quor, leparates  and  falls  to  the  bot- 
tom ;  leaving  in  the  nienftruum 
fuch  other  principles  of  the  plant  as 
the  fpirit  might  have  extracted  at 
firft  along  with  it. 

RESINA  JALAPS. 
Re/In  of  jalap. 
Take  any  quantity  of  jalap-root 
very  well  bruifed.     Pour  upon 
it  fo  much  reftified  fpirit  of  wine, 
as  will  cover  it  to  the  height  of 
four  fti/gers  ;  and  digeft  them  to- 
gether in  a  faiid-heat,  that  the 
fpirit  may  extra6t  the  virtue  of 
the  root.     Filter   the  tinfture 
through  paper,  put  it  into  a  glafs 
cucurbit,  and  diftil  off  one  half 
of  the  fpirit.    Addito  the  re- 
mainder a  proper  quantity  of 
water,  and  the  refin  will  preci- 
pitate to  the  bottom.    Divide  it 
into  little  cakes,  and  dry  it  with 
a  very  gentle  heat. 
.  This  preparation  is  a  pure  refin ; 
fuch   gummy   parts  as  the  fpirit 
might  have  taken  up,  remaining 


396        PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS.   Part  III 


fulpended  in  the  liquor.  Itslndiffo- 
luhilUy  in  nny  nqiicouf  Jluid,  and  its 
tenacioui  iinalUyy  by  ivhich  it  adheres 
to  the  coats  nf  the  inteftine^,  and  occa- 
Jiohs  great  irritation  and g'^ipa,  fiirbld 
its  hciiig  ever  given  by  iifelf.  It  is 
fitted  tor  ufe,  by  tliorougiiiv  tritu- 
rating it  with  teftaceous  powders; 
—  by  grinding  it  with  almonds  or 
powdered  gum,  and  making  the 
compound  into  an  emulfion  with 
■water; — or  by  diffolving  it  in  fpirit 
of  wine,  and  mixing  the  folution 
with  a  proper  quantity  of  fyrup,  or 
of  mucilage.  Six  or  eight  grains, 
managed  in  either  of  thcfc  ways, 
prove  powerfully  cathartic,  and  ge- 
nerally without  griping  or  greatly 
diforderinor  the  bodv. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  relin  of  ja- 
lap is  frequently  adulterated'  with 
common  retin  ;'  and  that  this  abufe 
may  be  difcovered  by  fpirit  of  wine, 
which  difTolves  the  former,  without 
touching  the  latter.  This  criterion, 
however,  is  not  to  be  relied  on  ; 
for  there  are  many  cheap  refins 
which  are  foluble  in  fpirit  of  wine 
as  well  as  that  of  jakp;  and  there  is 
jiot  any  one  which  may  not  be  art- 
fuilv  rendered  fo. 

RESINA  SCAMMONII. 

Rpjiu  of fcarnmony. 
This  refin  is  prepared  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  preceding; 
with  which  it  agrees  alfo  in  its  ge- 
neral qualities  ;  occafioning  vehe- 
ment gripes  if  taken  by  itfdf,  and 
operating  generally  with  fufticient 
fafety  when  properly  divided. — 
Scammony  is  doubtlefs  a  valuable 
purgative;  but  what  advantage 
there  is  in  thus  feparating  the  pur- 
gative refin  from  its  natural  cor- 
redor,  the  gummy  part,  is  not  fo 
clear. 

RESINA  GUAIACI. 
Reftn  of  giiaiacujn. 
This  refin  is  prepared  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  two  preceding, 
cither  from  the  wood  of  guaia- 
cum,  or  from  what  is  called  gum 


gualacum.  It  is  obtained  mof 
commodioufly  from  the  latter. 
The  virtue  of  guaiacum  coufifts 
wholly  in  its  rtfin  ;  and  the  refin  of 
the  wood,  and  of  tl;e  gum  fo  called, 
is  perfect  ly  one  and  the  fame ;  the 
gum  being  the  natural  exudation' 
from  the  tree.  If  this  exudation 
could  be  had  pure,  there  would  be 
no  occafion  for  any  artificial  pre- 
paration of  this  kind;  but  it  always 
contains  a  large  proportion  of 
earthy  matter,  fo  as  to  fland  great- 
ly in  need  ©f  this  method  of  purifi- 
cation. Sixteen  ounces  of  the  beft 
gum  guaiacum  do  not  yield  above 
twelve  ounces  of  pure  refin.  7"hc 
fame  quantity  of  the  wood  yields 
about  three  ounces,  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  its  goodnefs.  The 
bark  is  fomewhat  lefs  refinous  than 
the  wood. 

RESINA  CINCHONyK.velCOR- 
TICIS  PERUVIAN!. 
Refill  of  Peruvian  bark. 
This  refin  is  made  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  foregoing,  and  proves 
an  elegant  preparation  of  the  bark, 
much  ftronger  in  tafte  than  the 
watery  extract  defci  ibed  in  the  pre- 
ce(iing  fe£lion.  It  is  nearly  equi- 
valent to  about  ten  times  its  quan- 
tity of  the  bark  in  fiibihnce.  There 
does  not,  however,  appear  to  be 
any  advantage  in  feparating  the 
pure  refin  by  the  addition  of  water, 
either  in  this  or  in  the  other  arti- 
cles. In  regard  to  the  bark  parti- 
cularly, it  '  is  more-  advifabie  to 
endeavour  to  unite  into  one  com- 
pound all  that  can  be  extracted 
from  it  by  watery  and  fpirituous 
menllrua  ;  and  accordingly  the 
Edinburgh  College  has  received  a 
preparation  of  this  kind,  which  is 
defcribed  in  the  iollowing  fcction. 

EXTK  ACTUM  CROCI. 

ExtraB  of  fifron. 
Pharm.  Brandenburg. 
Digeft  faffron  in  frelh  quantities  of 
pure  fpirit  of  wine,  fo  long  as 
the  fpirit  extrads  any  colour 
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from  it.  Mix  the  feveral  tinc- 
tures together,  ami  diitil  oft  the 
fpirir,  in  a  tall  gb-.s  veflTcI,  by  the 
heat  of  a  wa:er-bnth,  till  the  re- 
fidiium  appear  of  the  coafiftence 
of  oil  or  balfam. 

This  is  a  general  procefs  for  the 
preparation  of  extrafls  from  aroma- 
tic and  other  odorous  fubftances;- 
which  extrails  have  been  co:iimon- 
ly  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  ef- 
fentiiili  tor  the  fame  reafon  that  the 
volatile  oils  are  fo  called,' their  re- 
taining the  fpecific  odour  and  fla- 
vour of  the  fubjefts.  In  making 
the  extrafts  of  this  clafs,  the  infpif- 
Cition  (hould  never  be  carried  much 
lower  than  the  confidence  above 
direifled  j  for  when  the  matter  has 
become  thick,  the  fpirit  exhales 
more  difBcuhly  than  before,  and  is 


more  apt  to  carry  off  with  it  fome 
of  the  volatile  parts.  If  the  prepa- 
ration be  wanted  in  a  folid  or  con- 
fiftent  form,  it  is  more  adviCa'ole  to 
mix  with  it  a  fwitable  quantity  of 
any  appropriated  powdery  matters, 
than  to  hazard  the  lofs  of  its  virtue 
by  a  further  evaporation.  If  any 
addition  be  wanted  for  giving  con- 
fiftence  to  the  extra  ft  of  lalfroa, 
faftron  in  fubftance  appears  to  be 
the  bed. 

The  extraift  of  fafFron  has  been 
permitted  to  ftand  in  this  place,  as 
the  procefs  for  obtaining  it  is  to  be 
obferved  in  preparing  extra£ls  from 
aromatic  and  other  odorous  fub- 
ftances. As  a  medicine  it  appears 
to  be  infignificant.  —  See  Crocus, 
in  Materia  Medica. 


SECT.  HI. 


Extracts  with  Spirit  and  Water. 


THERE  are  fnndry  vegetables, 
particularly  thofe  of  a  refin- 
ous  nature,  which  are  treated,  to 
better  advantage,  with  a  mixture  of 
iter  and  f[>irit,  than  with  either  of 
:..em  fingly.  .  The  virtues  of  refin- 
OU5  woods,  barks,  and  roots,  may 
indeed  be  in  great  part  extrafted  by 
long  boiling  in  frcfti  portions  of 
wate^}  but  at  the  fame  time  they 
fuffer  a  confiderable  injury  from 
the  continued  heat  ueceffary  for  the 
extraciion,  and  for  the  fubfequent 
evaporation  of  fo  large  a  quantity 
of  the  fluid.  Reftified  fpirit  of 
wine  is  not  liable  to  this  inconve- 
nience. But  tlic  extracts  obtained 
by  it,  from  the  fubftances  here  in- 
tended, being  almoft  purely  refin- 
ou  ,  are  lefs  adapted  to  general  ufe 


than  in  thofe  in  which  the  refin  is 
divided  by  an  admixture  of  the 
gurfimy  matter,  of  which  water  is 
the  direft  menftruum. 

There  are  two  ways  of  obtaining 
thefe  con^pound  or  gummy  refi- 
nous  extrads  :  one,  by  ufing  proof 
fpirit,  that  is,  a  niixture  of  about 
equal  parts  of  fpirit  and  water,  for 
the  menftruum ;  thr.  other j  by  di- 
gefting  the  fubjefl  firft  in  pure  fpi- 
rit and  then  in  water,  and  after- 
wards uniting  into  one  mafs  the 
parts  which  the  two  menftrua  have 
fcparately  extraifled.  In  fome  cafes, 
where  a  fufficiency  of  gummy  mat- 
ter is  wanting  in  the  fubjeft,  it  may 
be  artificially  fupplied,  by  infpiflat- 
ing  the  fpirituous  tinfture  to  the 
coafiftence   of    a    balfam,  then 
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thoroughly  mixing  with  it  a  thick 
foliitioii  of  any  fimple  gum,  as  mu- 
cilage of  glim  Arabic,  and  exficcat- 
ing  the  compound  with  a  gentle 
heat.  By  this  method  are  obtained 
elegant  gummy  refins,  extempora- 
neoufly  mifcible  with  water  into 
milky  liquors. 

EXTR  ACTUM  JALAPII. 
ExtraSl  of  jalap. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Jalnp  root,  one  pound; 
Reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  four 
pounds. 

Digeft  them  together  four  days,  and 
pour  off  fl?i-'  tincture  ;  and  put  to 
the  remaining  magma  ten  pounds 
of  water;  boil  it  tp  two  pounds, 
and  p.-fs  it  through  a  ftrainer, 
and  evaporate  to  the  confiftence 
of  a  thin  honey.  Diltil  off  the 
fpirit  from  the  tin£lurc,  till  the 
remainder  be  of  the  fame  con- 
fiftence. Then  mix  the  two  in- 
fpiflated  liquors  well  together; 
and  evaporate  to  the  confiftence 
of  an  extraft. 

This  extraft  is  an  ufeful  purga- 
tivi'i  prrferahle  to  the  crude  root,  as 
being  of  more  uniform  ftrength, 
and  as  the  dofe,  by  the  rejeftion  of 
the  woody  parts,  is  rendered  fmall- 
er.  The  mean  dofe  is  twelve  grains. 
If  the  fpirituons  tinilare  were  in- 
fpiftated  by  itfelf,  it  would  afford  a 
refjnous  mafs,  which,  unlcfs  tho- 
rou2,hly  divided  by  proper  admix- 
tures, occafions  violeist  griping, 
and  yet  does  not  prove  fufliciently 
cathartic;  the  watery  deco6lions 
vield  an  extraft,  which  operates 
exceeding  w  eakly  :  both  joined  to- 
gether, as  in  this  preparation,  com- 
poie  an  effeftual  and  fate  purge. 
This  method  of  making  extracts 
might  be  advantngeoufly  applied  to 
fundry  other  refinous  fubftances,  as 
the  dry  woods,  roots,  barks,  &:c.  A 
fmall  quantity  of  fpirit  takes  up  the 
refin  ;  and  much  lefs  water  than 


would  otherwife  be  neceflary,  ex 
traits  all  the  other  foluble  parts. 

In  a  former  edition  of  the  Edin 
burgh  Pharmacopoeia,  a  little  fix 
alkaline  fait  was  ordered  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  water  in  which  the  jala; 
is  boiled  after,the  adion  of  fpirit 
on  a  fuppoGtion,  that  this  woul 
enable  the  water  to  extraft  more  ' 
from  the  root  than  it  could  by  it- 
felf.    But,  fo  far  as  the  quantity  o^ 
the  alkaline  fait  could  go,  it  had 
the  oppofite  effedl  j  impeding  the 
a(5lion  of  the  water.    The  refinous 
parts  of  the  jalap  are  diffolved  by 
the  fpirit  ;  and  little  other  than  the 
gummy  matter  remains  for  vrater 
to  extract.  Now,  if  pure  gum  Ara- 
bic be  put  into  water  along  with 
any  alkaline  fait,  the  fait  will  ren- 
der the  water  incapable  of  diffolv, 
ing  the  gum.    If  the  gum  be  dif- 
folved firft,  the  addition  of  any  al- 
kaline fait  will  precipitate  it. 

Extraft  of  Peruvian  Bark, 
Logwood,  and  Cascarilla,  are 
to  be  prepared  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Jalap. 

The  College  of  Edinburgh  has 
dire(5^ed  the  extraft  of  bark  to  be 
made  with  water  and  fpirit,  in  the 
fam.e  manner  as  the  preceding.  In 
the  bark  we  may  diftingr.ifii  two 
kinds  of  taftes,  an  aftringent  and  a 
bitter  ont  ;  the  former  of  which 
feems  to  refide  in  the  refinous  mat- 
ter, and  the  latter  chiefly  in  the 
gummy.  The  watery  extract  is 
moderately  ftrong  in  point  of  bit- 
ternefs,  but  of  the  aftringency  it 
has  only  a  fmall  degree.  The  pure 
refin,  on  the  other  hand,  is  ftrong 
in  aftringency,  and  weak  in  bitter- 
nefs.  Both  qualities  are  united  in 
the  prefent  extraft  ;  which  appears 
to  be  the  beft  preparation  of  this 
kind  that  can  be  obtained  from  this 
valuable  drug. 

EXTR ACTUM  COLOCYN- 
THIDIS  COMPOSITUM; 
formerly 
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EXTR ACTUM  CATHARTI- 
GUM. 

Copipound  extraB  of  coloquintiJa. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Sucotorine  aloes,  an  ounce  and  a 
half; 

Colocynth,  cut  fmall,  fix  drams; 
Scammony,   powdered,  half  an 
ounce ; 

Leifer  cardamoms,   hulked  and 

pounded,  one  dram; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
IDi^eft  the  colocvnth  in  the  vinous 
fpirit  with  a  gentle  heat  for  four 
days.  Prefs  out  the  tinfturc, 
and  dilTolve  therein  t'le  aloes 
and  fcammony  ;  when  thef:^  are 
diflblved,  diftil  the  fpirit, and  eva- 
porate the  water,  adding  the  feeds 
towards  the  end  of  the  procef?, 
that  the  remaining  mafs  may  be 
of  a  proper  confiftence  for  mak- 
ing pills. 

This  com.pofition  anfwers  very 
fefFectuaily  the  intention  e.vprelTed 
iin  its  title,  fo  as  to  be  relied  on  in 
ccafes  where  the  patient's  life  de- 
:pends  on  its  taking  place.  The  dofe 
:  is  from  fifteen  grains  to  half  a  dram. 
The  proof  fpirit  is  a  verv  proper 
nicnfrruum  for  tlie  purgative  mate- 
•rials;'  dilFolving  nearly  the  whole 
Lfubftance  of  the  aloes^and  fcammo- 
:ny,  except  the  impurities  ;  and  ex- 
tracting from  the  colocynth,  not 
tonly  the  irritating  refin,  but  great 
(part  of  the  gumiTiy  matter.  ^This 
'extract,  formerly  called  ExtraBum 
Cafbarticum,  prepared  as  here  di- 
rected, retains  all  the  elfential  oil  of 
:the  cardamoms,  of  which,  in  the 
: former  mtthod  of  preparing,  it  was 
.  deprived. 
COXFECTIO  AROMATICA; 
formerlv 
COXFECTIO  CARDIACA. 

Aromat'u:  coiifiBion. 
I^ond. 

Take  of 
Zedoary  in  coarfe  powder, 


Saffron, — of  each  half  a  pound; 
Dillillcd  water,  three  pints  ; 

jMacerate  for  twenty-four  hours ; 
then  prefs  out  and  ftrain — eva- 
porate the  {trained  liquor  to  one 
pound  and  a  half — and  add 
Compound  powder  of  crabs- 
claws,  fixtcen  ounces; 
Cinnamon, 

■  X^itmegs, — of  each  two  ounces  ; 
Cloves,  one  ounce ; 
LefTer  cardamom  feeds,  half  an 
ounce ; 

Double-refinedfi!gar,twopounds. 
Powder  together  the  fpices  very 
finely  and,  adding  the  lugar,  make 
a  c  onfection. 
ELECTARIUM  AROxMATI- 

CUM  ; 

Joi-merly 

CONFECTIO  CARDIACA. 

Eiiinb. 

Take  of 

Aromatic  powder,  three  ounces; 
Syrup  of  orange-peel,  boiled  to 

the  thickneis  of  honey,  fix 

ounces  ; 

Mix,  with  great  care,  into  a  fm'ooth 

uniform  eleftuary. 

Thefe  are  improvements  of  the 
ConfeHio  cardiaca  of  former  dif- 
penfatories. — The  eflential  oil  of- 
cardamoms,  made  at  Apothecaries 
Hall  in  London,  appeared  to  be  loft 
in  the  evaporation  of  the  tinc- 
ture ;  the  cardamom  feeds  are  now 
therefore  more  properly  added  in 
powder. 

The  confection,"  as  now  reform- 
ed, is  a  fufficiently  grateful,  and 
moderately  ivarm  cordial;  and  fre- 
quently given  in  that  intentio'n, 
from  eight  or  ten  grains  to  a  fcru- 
ple  or  upwards,  in  bolufes  and 
draughts.  The  extraft  retains  a 
confiderahle  fliare  of  the  flavour 
and  virtue  of  the  ingredients, 
though  not  near  fo  much  as  if  a 
rectified  fpirit  had  been  employed. 
The  operator  fliould  be  particular- 
ly careful  to  extraCt  as  much  from 
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the  ingredients  as  the  fpirit  will  der  does  not  appear  to  be  very 

take  up;  otherwife  the  inrpifTated  iieceflary,  and  is  inferttd  rather  in 

matter  turns  out  fo  thin,  and  of  fo  comphance  with  the  original,  than 

little  tenacity,  that  the  powders  are  from  its  contributing  any  thing  to 

apt  to  feparate  and  fubfide  from  it  the  intention  of  the  medicine, 
in  keeping.    The  crabs-claw  pow- 


SECT.  IV. 


Extracts  by  long  Digestion. 


IN  the  foregoing  part  of  this 
chapter,  it  has  been  obferved, 
thiit  the  virtues  of  vegetable  djs- 
coftions  are  altered  by  long  boil- 
ing. Decoftions  or  infufions  of 
draftic  vegetables,  by  long  conti- 
nued boiling  or  digeftion,  lofe 
more  and  more  of  their  virulence  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  depofit  more 
and  Qiore  of  a  grofs  fediment,  re- 
fusing probably  from  the  decom- 
poGtioii  of  their  aftive  parts.  On 
this  foundation  it  has  been  at- 
tempted to  obtain  fafe  and  niild 
preparations  from  fundry  virulent 
drugs ;  and  fome  of  the  chemifts 
have  ftrongly  recommended  the 
procef?,  though  without  fpecify- 
ing,  or  giving  any  intimation  o.f, 
the  continuance  of  boiling  requi- 
fite  for  producing  the  due  mild- 
nefs  in  ditFerent  fubjeits.  M. 
Beaume,  in  his  Elcmcns  de  Phar- 
macies lately  publiQied,  has  given 
a  particular  account  of  an  extraft 
of  opium  prepared  on  this  princi- 
ple ;  the  fubllance  of  which  is  as 
follows : 

Extra^l  of  opium  prepared  by  long 
digeftion. 

Let  five  pounds  of  good  opium, 
cut  in  pieces,  be  hoiled  about 
half  an  hour,  in  twelve  or  fif- 
teen quarts  of  water.  Strain  the 
decoftion,  and  boil  the  remain- 


der once  or  twice  in  frefli  wa- 
ter, that  fo  much  of  the  opium 
as  is  diilbluble  in  water  may  be 
got  out.  Evaporate  the  {train- 
ed decoftions  to  about  fix 
quarts  ;  which  being  put  into  a 
tin  cucurbit,  placed  in  a  fand- 
bath,  keep  up  fuch  a  fire  at  may , 
make  the  liquor  nearly  boil,  for' 
three  months  together,  if  the 
fire  be  continued  day  and  night, 
and  for  fix  months,  if  it  be  in- 
termitted in  the  night :  filling  up 
the  vefi'el  with  water  in  pro- 
portion to  the  evaporation  ;  and 
fcraping  the  bottom  with  a 
wooden  fpatula  from  time  to 
time,  to  get  off  the  fediment 
which  begins  to  precipitate  af- 
ter fome  days'  digelHon.  The 
fediment  needs  not  to  be  taken 
out  till  the  boiling  be  finiflied  ; 
at  which  time  the  liquor  is  to 
be  ftrained  when  cold,  and  eva- 
j)oratcd  to  an  extraft  of  a  due 
confillcnce  for  being  formed  in- 
to pills. 

The  author  obferves,  that  by 
keeping  the  liquor  ftrongly  boil- 
ing, the  tedious  procefs  mar  be 
confiderably  expedited,  and  the 
fix  months  digeftion  reduced  to 
four  months :  that  in  the  beginning 
of  the  digefiion,  a  thick,  vifcous, 
oily  nutter  rifes  to  the  top,  and 
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forms  a  tenacious  fkin  as  the  li- 
quor cools;  this  is  iuppoiVd  to  he 
analogous  to  clietuial  oils,  though 
waitring  their  volatility  ;  that  the 
oil  begins  to  difappear  ahout  the 
end  of  the  fiift  month,  but  (Hll 
contiiuies  leiuib  e  till  the  end  of 
the  third,  forming  oily  clouds  as 
often  as  the  litjiior  cools  ;  tiiat  the 
refin  at  the  lanie  time  fettles  to 
the  bottom  in  cooling,  preferving 
for  a  long  while  its.relinous  form, 
but   by  t'e^rees   becoming  pow- 
dery, and  i:1capable  of  being  any 
lotiger  foftened,  or  made  to  cohere 
by  the  heat :  that  when  the  pro- 
cefs  is  finiflied,  part  of  it  ftill  con- 
tinues a  perfect  refin,  diiTohible  in 
fpirit  of  u-ine,  and  part-  an  indif- 
fclublc  powder  :  that  when  the  di- 
gelled  liquor  is  c/aporated  to  about 
:  a  quart,  and  fct  in  the  cold  till  next 
I  day,  it  yields  a  broTvnifti  eartby-fa- 
.  line  matter,  called  the  ejjait'ial  fait 
.  of  opium,  in  fioure  nearly  like  the 
:  fedaiive  fait  obtained  from  borax, 
i  intermingled  with   fmall  needled 
I  cryftals.    He  gives  an  account  of 
!  his  having  n^ade  this  preparation 
:  fix  or  feven  times.    The  vefTel  he 
;  made  ut'e  of  was  about  two  inches 
■  and  a  half  diameter  in  the  mouth  : 
:  the  quantity  of  water  evaporated 
•.was  about  twenty-four  ounces  a 
t  day,  and  from  a  hundred  and  thir- 
:  ty  to  a  hundred  and  forty  quarts 
Quring  the  whole  digeftion.  Out 
cof  fixty-four  ounces  of  opium,  fe- 
»venteen  ounces  remained  undif- 
'.  folvcd  in  the  water:  the  quantity 
:of    refinous  matter,  precipitated 
fiduring  the  digeftion,  was  twelve 
-ounces :  from  the  liquor,  evaporat- 
:ed  to  a  quirt,  he  obtained  a  dram 
of  eflential  fait,  and  might,  he  favs, 
have  feparated  more;  the  liquor 
being  then  further  evaporated  to  a 
pilular  confiftence,  the  weight  of 
the  extraft  was  thirty-one  ounces. 

It  is  fuppoftd,  tliat  the  narcotic 
virtue  of  opium  refides  ita  the  oily 


and  refinou'i  parts;  and  that  the 
gummy  extraft,  prepared  by  the 
above  proccfs,  is  endowed  with  the 
calming,  fedative,  or  anodyne 
powers  of  the  opium,  divelted  of 
the  narcotic  quality  as  it  is  of  the 
fmell,  and  no  longer  produftive  of 
the  diforders  which  opium  itfcif, 
and  the  other  preparations  of  it, 
frequently  occafion.  A  cafe  is 
mentioned,  from  which  the  inno- 
cence and  mildnefs  of  the  medicine 
are  apparent  ;  fifty  grains  having 
been  taken  in  a  day,  and  found  to 
agiee  well,  where  the  common 
opiate  preparations  could  not  be 
borne.  ButWhat  Hiare  it  pofleires 
of  the  proper  virtues  of  opium,  is 
not  fo  clear;  for  the  cure  of  con- 
vulfive  motions  of  the  ftomach  and 
vomitings,  which  at  length  hap- 
pened after  the  extrafV  had  been 
continued  daily  in  the  above  do^'s 
for  feveral  years  {phfeiirs  amees), 
cannot  perhaps  be  afcribed  fairly 
to  the  meJicine. 

If  the  theory  of  the  procefs,  and 
of  the  alteration  produced  by  it  in 
the  opium,  be  juft ;  a  preparation 
equivalent  to  the  above  may  be  ob- 
tained in  a  much  fliorter  time.  If 
the  intention  be  to  feparate  the  re- 
finous and  oily  parts  of'  opium, 
they  may  be  feparated,  by  means 
of  pure' fpirit  of  wine,  in  as  many 
hours  as  the  digeftion  requires 
months.  The  feparatioi?i  will  alio 
be  as  complete,  in  regard  to  the  re- 
maining gum,  though  fome  part  of 
the  gum  will  in  this  method  be  loft, 
a  little  of  it  being  taken  up  by  the 
fpirit  along  with  the  other  prin- 
ciples. 

In  Kvhat  particular  part.of  opium 
its  peculiar  virtues  refide,  has  not 
perhaps  been  inconteftably  afcer- 
taincd  ;  but  thus  much  fcems  clear 
from  experiment,  that  the  pure  pcm^ 
freed  from  all  thfit  fpirit  can  diffolve, 
has  little^  or  rather  nothing,  of  its  fo^ 
porific  po-MV, 
D  d 


402      PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS.     Part  III 


In  the  new  Difpenfatory  of 
E<iinburgh  in  the  year  1789,  it  is 
faid,  "  that  the  pure  gum,  freed  from 
all  that  fpirit  can  dij/blne,  does  not 
differ  e£entially  in  its  fopor'ific  power 
from  the  rejxmia  part." 

There  are  grounds  alfo  to  pre- 
fume,  that,  by  whatever  means  we 
deftroy  or  diminifli  what  is  called 


the  narcotic,  foporific,  virulent 
quality  of  opium,  we  (liall  deftroy 
or  diminifli  likewifc  its  falutary 
operation.  For  the  ill  ctfecfls, 
which  it  produces  in  certain  cafes, 
feem  to  be  only  the  neceflary  con- 
fequenccs  of  the  fame  power,  by 
which  it  proves  fo  beneficial  ia 
others. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Empyreumatic  Oils. 


VEGETABLE  and  animal  fub- 
ftances,  and  mineral  bitu- 
mens,' on  being  urged  with  a  red 
heat,  have  their  original  properties 
deftroyed,  and  are  refolved  or 
changed  into  produfts  of  a  diffe- 
rent nature  from  what  pre-exifted  in 
the  fubjeft.  By  burning  them  in 
the  open  air,  a  part  is  changed  into 
q/ics,  a  part  into  foot,  and  a  part  is 
dijjolved  by  the  air.  Expoftd  to  the 
fire  in  clofe  veflels  (as  in  thofe 
called  retorts,  having  receivers 
adapted  to  them  for  detaining  the 
volatile  parts),  they  are  refolved 
into  fetid  oils,  and  different  kinds 
of  faline  fubflances,  which  rife  in- 
to the  receiver ;  and  a  black  coal, 
which  remains  behind,  and  which, 
though  no  further  alterable  in  clofe 
veflels,  on  admitting  air,  burns  in- 
to white  aflies.  The  oils,  called, 
from  their  fetid  burnt  fmell,  cm- 
fyreumatic,  are  the  objecfts  of  the 
prefent  chapter.  Some  of  thefe 
however,  being  obtained  in  the 
fame  procefs  with  certain  faline 
bodies  of  more  importance  than 
themfelve=;,  are  referred  to  the  head 
of  Saline  Preparations. 

OLEUM  SUCCINI  —  OL. 
SUCCLNI  RECTIflCATUM. 
See  Anomalous  Salt. 

OLEUM  GUAIACL 

Oil  of  guaiacum. 
Pnt  any  quantity  of  chips  of  guaia- 
cum  into  an  earthen  long- neck, 
or  a  g'.afs  retort,  and  diflil  either 
in  a  fand-bath  or  an  open  fire, 
increafing  the  heat  by  decrees. 
At  firli  an  acid  liquor  will  come 


over,  afterwards  a  light  red  oil, 
and  at  length,  in  the  utmoft  de- 
gree of  fire,  a  thick  black  oil 
which  finks  through  the  other 
liquors  to  the  bottom  of  the  re- 
ceiver. 

Oils  may  be  obtained  after  the 
fame  manner  from  every  kind  of 
wood. 

The  retort  may  be  filled  almoft 
up  to  the  neck  with^  chips  or  fmall 
pieces  of  guaiacum,  the  refufe  of 
the  turner.  Lute  on  a  glafs  re- 
ceiver with  a  pafte  made  of  linfeed 
meal  and  water :  fet  the  retort  oa 
the  bottom  of  a  deep  iron  pot, 
with  a  little  fand  under  it;  and  fill 
up  the  .fpace,  betwixt  it  and  the 
lides  of  the  pot,  with  more  fand. 
Apply  at  firft  a  gentle  fire,  and  gra- 
dually increafe  it  to  the  utmoft  that 
the  furnace  is  capable  of  giving. 
Particular  care  muft  be  had  not  to 
raife  the  heat  too  faft  when  the 
firft  reddifii  oil  begins  to  come 
over ;  for  at  this  time,  a  large 
quantity  of  elaftic  vapour  is  extri- 
cated from  the  vvood,\vhich,  if  the 
fire  be  urged,  or  if  it  be  not  allow- 
ed an  exit,  will  burft  the  veflels. 
When  the  diftiilation  is  finiflied, 
and  the  veflels  grown  cool,  unlute 
the  receiver,  and  feparate  the  oil 
from  the  acid-  liquor.  The  me- 
thod of  performing  this  by  the  fun- 
nel is  as  follows:  Pour  the  feve- 
ral  liquors  into  a  glafs  funnel, 
whofe  ftem  is  ftopt  by  the  finger. 
The  ponderous  black  oil  finks  lovv- 
ermoft ;  fuffer  this  to  run  out; 
then  tlofe  the  ftem  again,  and  af- 
D  d  a 
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terwards  feparate  the  acid  liquor 
from  the  hghter  oil,  in  t!ie  fame 
manner.  They  are  more  perfectly 
ieparatcd,  by  pouring  them  ipto  a 
hollow  cone  of  filtering  paper, 
moiftened  with  water,  and  placed 
in  a  funnel  :  the  acid  liquor  pafTes 
through,  and  the  oil  remains  on 
the  paper. 

The  o'ls  obtained  by  this  treat- 
ment from  different  woods  and 
plants,  are  nearly  of  the  fame  quali- 
ties :  they  have  all  a  very  difagree- 
able  acrid  tafte,  and  a  burnt  ftink- 
ino  finell  ;  without  anv  thing;  of 
the  peculiar  flavour,  tafte,  or  vir- 
tues of  the  fubjetfl  which- afforded 
them.  The  prefent  praftice  rarely 
employs  thofe  oils  any  otherwife 
than  for  external  purpofes,  as  the 
clcanfng  of  foul  bones,  for  the  tooth- 
ache a^Minll  font'  kinds  of  cutaneous 
eruptions,  old  pains  and  aches,  and  the 
like  ;  and  for  thefe  not  very  often. 
OLEUM  LATERITIUM. 

Oil  if  bricks. 
Heat  bricks  red  hot,  and  quench 
them  in  oil  olive,  till  they  have 
I'ijaked  up  all  the  oil :  then  break 
them  into  pieces  fmall  enough 
.to  be  conveniently  put  into  a 
retort;  and  diftil  with  a  fand- 
hcat   gradually  increafed.  An 
oil  will  arife,  together  with  a 
fpirit,  which  is  to  be  feparated 
from  it  as  in  the  foregoing  pro- 
cefs.  ' 
This  preparation  has  had  a  place 
in  moft  Difpenfatories,  under  the 
pompous  na  lies  of  oleum  philofo- 
phorum,  fantlum,  divinum,  benedic- 
tnm,  and  others,  as  improper  as 
that  under  which  it  ftands  above. 
It  is  really  oil  of  olives  rendered 
ftrongly  empyreumatic   by  heat. 
The  fpirit,  fo  called,  is  no  more 
than  phlegm,  or  water,  tainted  with 
the  burnt  flavour  of  the  oil.  It 
has  been  celebrated  for  fundry  ex- 
ternal purpofes,  particularly  agaiufl 
gouty  and  ihcumatic  pains,  duifntfs 
and  tingling  of  the  ears,  Sicc,  and 


has  fometimes  been  given  inward- 
ly. But  common  praftice  feems 
to  have  now  entirely  rejected  this 
loathfome  remedy. 

OLEUM  PETROLEI; 
formerly 

OLEUM  PETROLEI  BARBA- 
D  EN  SIS. 
Oil  of  petroleum,  or  fojfile  tar. 
Loitd. 

Take  ^f 

Petroleum  a  fufficicnt  quantity, 
and  diftil  in  a  fand-bath. 

This  oil  will  be  more  or  lefs 
thin,  according  to  the  continuance 
of  the  diftillation  ;  and  the  tar  will 
at  laft  be  reduced  to  a  black  coal, 
and  then  the  oil  will  be  pretty 
deep  in  colour,  though  perfeftiy 
fluid  ;  this  oil  has  a  property 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  tiniture  of 
nephritic  wood  in  water,  appear- 
ing blue  when  looked  upon,  but 
of  an  orange  colour  when  held  be- 
twixt the  eye  and  the  light.  By 
long  keeping,  I  have  obferved  it  to 
loie  this  property.  It  is  fomewhat 
lefs  difagreeable  than  the  foregoing 
oils,  though  very  acrid  and  ftimu- 
lating. 

OLEUM  CER^E, 

Oil  of  ivrtx. 
Ed  nb. 

Melt  yellow  bees'-wax  with  twife 
it.«  quantity  of  fand,  and  diftil  in 
a  retort  placed  in  a  fand  furnace. 
At  firft  an  acid  liquor  arifes,  and 
afterwards  a   thick   oil,  which 
fticks  in  the  neck  of  the  retort, 
unlefs  it  be  heated  by  applying 
a  live  coal.    This  may  be  redti- 
ficd  into  a  thin  oil,  by  diftilliiig 
it  feveral  times,  without  addi- 
tion, in  a  fand-heat. 
BoERHAAVF.<l:re6ts  the  wax,  cut 
in  pieces,  to  be  pnit  into  the  retort 
firft,  fo  as  to  fill  one  half  of  it; 
when  as  much  fand  may  be  poured 
thereon  as  will  fill  the  remaining 
half.    This  is  a  neater,  and  much 
lefs  troublefome  way,  than  melting 
the  wax,  and  mixing"  it  with  the 
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faiid,  before  they  are  put  into  the 
retort.  Boerhaave  greatly  com- 
mends this  oil  for  rougItnef>  and 
eiap!  of  the  fim,  and  fimilar  pur- 
pofes  :  the  college  of  _  Stralburg 
fpeak  alfo  of  its  being  given  inter- 
nally,  and  fay  it  is  a  powerful  diu- 
retic (ingens  iliureiicum)  in  dofes 
of  from  two  to  (our  and  more 
drops  ;  but  its  difagreeable  fmell 
has  prevented  its  coining  into  ufe 
among  us. 

OLEUM  ANIMALE. 

jirnmal  oil. 
Lo}'.d. 

Take  of  , 

Oil  of  hartfliorn,  one  pound. 
Difiil  three  times. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Empyreumatic  oil,  recently  d|- 
friiled  from  the  horns  of  ani- 
nials,  as  much  as  you  will. 
Diftil  from  a  matrafs  furniflied  with 
a  head,  as  long  as  a  thin  colour- 
lefs  oil  comes  over,  which  is  to 
be  freed  from  alkaline  fait,  and 
fpirir,  by  means  of  water.  In 
order  to  preferve  this  oil  limpid 
and  good,  it  ought  to  be  put  in 
fniall  phials  completely  filled  and 
invfjtsd,  having  previoufly  put 
fnto  each  phial  a  few  drops  of 
M-ater,  that  on  inverting  them, 
the  water  may  interpofe  oetwixt 
the  oil  and  mouth  of  the  phial. 
The  quantity  of  oil  employed 
in  this  procefs  lliould  be  confider- 
able:  for  it  leaves  fo  much  black 
matter  behind  in  the  feveral  diftil- 
lations,  that  it  is  reduced,  at  laft, 
to  a  fmall  portion  of  its  original 
qiiantiry.  The  diftillation  muft  be 
repeated,  at  lead,  twelve  times ; 
"and  frequently  the  requifite  fubti- 
lization  will  I'carcely  be  obtained 
with  lefs  than  twenty  diftiilations. 
It  is  faid,  that  the  efFecl  may  be 
expedited,  by  mixing  the  oil  with 
quicklime  into  a  foft  pafle  ;  the 
Ume  keeping  down  inore  of  the 


grofs  matter,  than  would  remain 
without  fuch  an  addition. 

Model,  of  Petcrfliurgh,  took 
fome  pains  to  reduce  the  cxpenfe 
attending  the  repeated  diftiilations 
of  this  oil,  in  order  to  render  it 
pure.  He  directed  the  foetid  oil  to 
be  poured  into  a  glafs  cucurbit, 
with  an  alembic  head  ;  fo  as  not 
to  foul  the  fide  of  the  veffel,  and 
diftilled  with  a  gentle  heat,  fepa- 
rating,  by  change  of  the  receiver, 
the  limpid  oil  which  firft  comes 
over,  from  the  more  yellow,  which 
follows  ;  and  in  like  manner,  the 
fecond  from  the  third.  T^  reftify 
the  firft  limpid  portion,  one  diftil- 
lation with  a  flow  fire  is  fuilicient, 
but  the  other  portions  commonly 
require  two;  in  which  the  limpid 
part  muft  be  fepnrated  in  the  fame 
manner  from  the  more  impure 
which  follows,  by  changing  .the 
receiver;  and  the  procefs  thus  be 
continued  until  all  the  oil  flows 
limpid  and  white. 

Animal  oils  thus  reftified  are 
of  a  fubtile,  penetrating,  not  dif- 
agreeable fmell  ,and  tafte.  They 
are  ftrongly  recommended  as  ano- 
dynes and  antifpafr.odics,  in  dofes  of 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  drops.  Hoff- 
man reports,  that  they  procure  a 
calm  and  fxeet  Jlrep,  which  conti- 
nues often  for  t^venty  hours,  with- 
out being  followed  by  any  languor 
or  debility,  but  rather  leaving  the 
patient  more  alert  and  cheerful  than 
before  :  that  thev  procure  Hkeivife 
a  gentle  fiucat,  luithout  incre'ajing  the 
heat  of  the  blood:  that  given  to 
twenty  drops  or  more,  on  an  emp- 
ty ftomach,  px  hours  before  the  ac- 
cejjion  of  an  intermittent  fever,  they 
frequently  remove  the  diforder  :  and 
that  they  are  likewife  a  very  gene- 
rous remedy  in  inveterate  and  chro- 
nical cpiUpfies^  and  in  convuljtve  mo- 
tions, efpecially  if  given  before  the 
ufual  time  of  the  attack,  and  pie- 
ceded  bv  proper  evacuations. 
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The  cmpyreumatic  oils  of  vege- 
tables, reftified  in  the  fame  man- 
ner by  repeated  diftillations,  futfcr 
a  like  change  with  the  animal; 
lofing  their  dark  colour  and  ofFen- 
five  fmell,  and  becoming  limpid, 
penetrating,  and  agreeable.  Inlhis 
ftate  they  are  fuppofed,  like  the 
animal  oils,  to  be  anodyne,  anti- 
fpafmodic,  and  diaphoretic,  or  fu- 
dorifie.  It  is  obfervable,  that  all 
the  empyreiimatic  oils  difTolve  in 
fpirit  of  wine,  and  that  the  oftener 
they  are  reftified  or  rediftilled,  they 
diflblve  the  more  readily  :  a  cir- 
cvimftance  in  which  they  differ  re- 
markably from  effential  oils,  which, 
by  repeated  diftillations,  become 


more  and  more  difficult  of  folution. 

How  far  thefe  preparations  real- 
ly poflefs  the  virtues  that  have 
been  afcribed  to  them,  has  not 
yet  been  fuffitiently  determined  by 
experience ;  the  tedioufnefs  and 
trouble  of  the  reftification  having 
prevented  their  coming  into  ge- 
neral ufe,  or  being  often  made. 
They  are  liable  alfo  to  a  more  ma« 
terial  inconvenience  in  regard  to 
their  medicinal  ufe,  precarioufnefs 
in  their  quality  :  for  how  perfeftly 
foever  they  be  reftified,  they  gra- 
dually lofe,  in  kee])ing,  the  quali- 
ties they  had  received  from  that 
procefs,  and  return  more  and  more 
towards  their  original  fetidnefe. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 
Salts  and  Salinbt  Preparations. 

SECT.  I. 
Fixed  alkaline  Salts. 


'"p'HE  aflies  of  moft  vegetables, 
_|_  lleeped  or  boiled  in  waterj 
give  out  to  it  a  faline  fiibftance, 
feparable  in  a  foiid  form  by  evapo- 
rating the  water.  This  kiml  of 
fait  never  pre-exifts  in  the  vegeta- 
ble, but  is  always  generated  during 
the  burning.  It  is  called  fixt  alka- 
line fait. 

The  fliops  were  formerly  bur- 
thened  with  a  great  number  of 
thefe  falts,  which  are  now  almoft 
totally  rejefted  ;  one  being  found 
fullv  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes  that  can  be  derived  from 
thefe  kinds  of  alkaline  fubftances. 
Ail  thefe  preparations,  from  what- 
ever vegetables  they  may  be  ob- 
tained, thofe  of  certain  marihe 
plants  excepted,  are  nearly  one 
and  the  fame  tiling,  and  not  diftin- 
guiftiable  from  each  other,  at  leaft 
in  their  effects  as  medicines. 

The  Colleges  of  London  and 
Edinburgh  therefore  confine  thcm- 
felves  to  the  two  following. 
KALI  PRiEPARATUM. 

Prtpared  kali. 
JLund. 

Take  of 

Pot-afli,  two  pounds  ; 
Boiling    diftiiled  water,  three 
pints. 

DifTolve,  and  filter  through  pa- 
per: evaporate  this  folution,  un- 
til a  pellicle  appears,  upon  the 


fnrface  ;  then  fet  afide  for  twelve 
hours,  that  the  neutral  falts  may 
cryftallifej  afterwards  pour  out 
the  liquor,  and  boil  away  the 
whole  of  the  water,  conftantly 
ftiiring,  left  the  fait  fhould  ad- 
here to  the  pot. 

In  like  manner  is  purified  im- 
pure kali  from  the  aflies  of  any 
kind  of  vegetables. 
■   ^.IXIVA  E  TARTARO  ; 

vulgo 
SAL  TARTARL 
Salt  of  Tartar. 
Edinb. 

Take  of  tartar,  what  quantity  you 
chufe.  Let  it  rolled  up  in  moift: 
bibulous  paper,  or  put  into  ^ 
crucible,  and  furrounding  it 
with  live  coals,  burn  it  into  a 
coal;  then  having  powdered  it, 
let  it  be  calcined  in  an  open 
crucible,  with  a  moderate  heat, 
taking  care  that  it  does  not 
melt,  until  it  becomes  white, 
or  at  leaft  an  afli  colour  ;  after- 
wards difToIve  it  in  warm  water, 
let  the  liquor  be  ftrained  through 
linen,  and  evaporated  in  a  clean 
iron  ve/Tel,  conftantly  ftirring 
with  an  iron  fpatula  towards  the 
end  oftiie  procefs,  that  the  mat- 
ter may  not  adhere  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  vefTel,  A  very  white 
fait  will  remain  ;  which  muft  be 
left  a  little  time  longer  over  ^he 
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fire,  until  the  bottom  of  the 
velfel  appears  almod  red.  Laft- 
ly,  when  the  fait  grows  cold,  it 
nnift  be  put  into  glafs  vcUels 
clofely  Itopped. 

This  fait  has  a  pungent  fiery 
tafie;  and  occallons  in  the  mouth 
a  kind  of  urinous  flavour,  proba- 
bly from  a  refolution  which  it  pro- 
duces in  the  faliva.  It  readily 
diflblves  in  water,  and  deliquiates 
in  the  air,  but  is  not  afted  U()on 
by  pure  vinous  fpirits.  Infkad  cf 
being  difiblved  by  vinous  fpirits, 
if  a  faturated  folution  of  it  in  wa- 
tor  be  dropt  into  the  pure  fpirit, 
it  will  not  mix  therewith,  but  fall 
di{!in<ft  to  the  bottom  ;  if  water 
be  mixed  with  the  fpirit,  the  ad- 
dition of  fixt  alkaHne  fait  will  inv 
bibe  the  wattr,  and  form  with  it, 
as  in  the  other  cafe,  a  diilinft  fluid 
at  the  bottom.  This  property  af- 
fords a  commodious  method  of 
df-phlegmating  vinous  fpirits,  or 
feparating  their  watery  part,  as  we 
have  already  feen. 

Salt  of  tartar,  or  folutions  of  it 
in  water,  raife  an  efFervefcence  on 
the  admixture  of  acid  liquors,  and 
deftroy  their  acidity,  the  alkali  and 
acid  uniting  together  into  a  com- 
pound of  new  qxialiiies,  called  -^u- 
tial. — Earthv  (ubftances,  and  mofl: 
metallic  bodies,  previoufly  ciiOblv- 
cd  in  the  acid,  are  precipitated 
from  it  by  the  alkali.— The  alka- 
line fait  clianges  the  colour  of  the 
blue  flowers  of  plants,  or  their  in- 
fufions,  to  a  green.  It  lias  the  fame 
efft£t  on  the  bright  red  fiowers,and 
on  the  colourlefs  infiifions  of  white 
ones;  liut  in  many  of  tli«  dark  red, 
as  thofe  of  the  wild  poppy,  and  of 
the  yellow  ones,  it  produces  no  fuch 
change. 

•  8oUit'«ons  of  this  fait  liquefy  all 
the  animal  juices,  except  milk  ; 
corrode  the  flefiiy  parts  into  a  kind 
of  mucous  matter ;  concrete  with 
animal   fats,  and   vegetable  oil.s, 
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into  foap  ;  and  diffolve  fulphwr 
inro  a  red  liquor;  tfpecially  if" 
adiftcd  by  a  bo'iing  heat,  and 
mingled  with  quicklime,  which 
greatly  promotes  tneir  adivity. 
On  pure  earths  and  ftones,  thefe 
liquors  have  no'  fcnfible  aftion  ; 
but  if  the  earth  or  ftones  be  mixed 
with  four  or  five  times  the  weight 
of  tiie  dry  fait,  and  urged  with  a 
ftrong  fire,  they  melt  along  with  it, , 
and  bjcom'e  afterwards  perfectly 
foluble  both  in  water  and  by  the 
moirtiire  of  the  air.  With  a  fmall- 
er  [ji  oportion  of  the  fait,  as  a  a 
equal  weight,  thfe^^^n  into  an  in- 
dhTbluble  glafly  matter. 

The  medical  virtues  of  th's  fait 
are,  to  attenuate  the  juices,  rrfoh: 
okjiniciions,  and  promote  the  natural 
J'ecretions.  A  dilute  folution  of  it, 
drunk  warm  in  bed,  generally  fjr- 
cites  ftueat.  If  that  evacuation  be 
not  favoured,  its  fenfible  operation 
is  by  urine.  It  is  an  excellent  re- 
medy in  cojiive  habits,  efpeiially  if 
a  few  grains  of  aloes  be  occafion- 
ally.  interpofed  ;  with  this  advan- 
tage above  other  purgatives  and 
laxatives,  that  ivfien  the  complai/U  is 
oncd  removed,  it  is  not  apt  to  return. 
Where  acidities  abound  ir.  the  firft 
pafTages,  this  fait  abforeis  the  acid, 
and  unites  zoith  it  into  a  mild  ape- 
rient neutral  Jnlt.  As  one  of-  its 
principal  operations  is  to  render 
the  animal  fluids  more  thin,  it  is 
obvious,  jhat  where  they  are  al- 
ready colliquated,  as  in  fcurvies, 
and  in  all  putrid  diforders  in  ge- 
neral, this  medicine  is  improper. 
The  common  dofe  of  the  fait  is 
from  two  or  tl.ree  grains  to  a  fcru- 
ple  ;  in  fome  ciicumfiances  it  has 
been  extended  to  a  dram,  in  which 
cafe  it  muft  always  be  largely  dilut- 
ed with  waterv  liquors. 
AQUA  KALI  PR.'EPARATI ; 
formerly 
LIXIVIUM  TARTARI. 
PFater  of  prepared  kali. 
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Flxt  alkaline  Salts. 


Loml, 

Take  of 

Prepared  kali,  one  pound. 
Set  it  in  a  moift  place  until  it  dif- 
folves,  and  ftrain. 
This  contains  about  one  part  of 
alkaline  fait  to  three  of  water. 
AQUA  KALI  PURI  ; 
formerly 

LIXIVIUM  SAPONARIUM. 
ITater  of  i-we  kali. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Prepared  kali,  four  pounds; 
Qui-k-li'.ne,  fix  pounds  ; 
Diililled  water,  four  gallons. 
Pour  four  pints  of  water  to  the 
lime,  and  let  them  ftand  toge- 
ther for  an  hour;  after  which 
add  the  kali  to  the  reft  of  the 
water — then  boil  for  a  quarter  of 
an, hour,  fuffer  the  liquor  to  cool, 
and  flrain.   A  pint  of  this  ought 
fo  weigh  fixteen  ounces. 
If  the  liquor  efFervefces  with  any 
acid,  add  more  lime.  Then  boil 
the  liquor  and  the  lime  together 
for  five  minutes  in  a  clofe  vcflel. 
Xaftiy,  let  it  be  again  cooled  and 
{trained.    The  boiling  fliould  be 
performed  either  in  glafsor  earth- 
en ware;  ftrain  it  through  linen, 
and  keep  it  in  a  clofe  vefTei. 
Qnicklime,  by  depriving  the  al- 
k?.li  of  Its  aerial  acid,  renders  it'cau- 
/^ic ;  and  hence  this  ley  is  much 
>re  acrimonious,  and  ads  more 
].  /werfully  as  a  menftruum  on  oils,; 
fa's,  &:c.  than  a  folution  of  thepot-j 
afh  alone.     The  lime  fliould  be 
ufcd  frefli  from  the  kiln  ;  by  long 
keeping,  even  in  clo^e  veifels,  it 
lofes  much  of  its  ftrength  :  fuch 
fhould  be  made  choice  of  as  is 
thoroughly    burnt    or  calcined, 
which  may  be  known  by  its  com- 
paraMve  iightn'^fs. 

^11  the  inftruments  employed  in 
thh  procefs  fbould  be  either  of 
wood,  earthen  ware,  or  glafs.  The 
common  metallic  ones  would  be 


corroded  by  the  ley,  fo  as  either  to 
difcolour,  or  commufiicate  difa- 
greeable  qualities  to  it.  If  it  fliould 
be  needful  to  filter  or  ftrain  the  li- 
quor, care  muft  be  taken  that  the 
filter  or  ftrainer  be  of  vegeta- 
ble matter:  woollen,  filk,  and  that 
fort  of  fiiterinj;  paper  which  is 
made  of  animal  fubflanccs,  are 
quickly  corroded  and  diffolved  by 
it. 

The  liquor  is  mofl:  conveniently 
weighed  in  a  narrow-necked  glafs 
bottle,  of  fuch  a  fir.e,  that  the  mea- 
fure  of  a  wine  pint  may.arife  fomc 
height  into  its  neck  ;  the  place  to 
which  it  reaches  being  marked  with 
a  diamond.  A  pint  of  the  com- 
mon leys  of  our  foft  foap-makers 
weighs  more  than  fixteen  ounces. 
It  has  been  found  that  their  foap- 
leys  will  be  reduced  to  the  ffandard 
here  propofed,  by  mixing  it  with 
fomething  lefs  than  an  equal  mea- 
fure  of  water. 

KALI  PTJRUM; 

'  I'l'.lgO 

ALKALI  VEGETABlLEr 
CAUSTICUiVI. 
Pure  Kali.  , 

Loud.  , 

Take  of  water  of  pure  kali,  one 
gallon.     Evaporate  to  drynefs,i 
then  let  the  fak  be  melted  upon 
the  fire,  and  poured  out.    In  the 
Edinburgh  Difpenfatory  this  is 
defcribed  more  particularly  un- 
der the  fncceeding' article  : — 
CAUSTICUM  COMMUNE 
ACEllRIMUM. 
The  Jh  oiigrfl  com'iion  caufiic. 
Kdinb. 

Take  of  can  flic  ley  what  quantity 
you  pleafe.  Evaporate  it  in  a 
very  clean  iron  veflll  on  a  gen- 
tle fire,- until,  on  tl-.e  ebullition 
ceafing,  the  faline  matter  gently 
floivs  like  oil ;  which  happens 
before  the  vellel  becomes  red. 
Pour  out  the  caufti.c,  thus  lique- 
fied, upon  a' fmooth  iron  plate; 
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let  it  be  divided  into  fmail  pieces 
before  it  hardens,  and  thefe  are 
to  be  put  into  phials  clofe  flop- 
ped. ' 
This  is  a  fiidden  and  very  power- 
ftil  cauftic.    It  has  an  inconveni- 
ence of  being  apt  to  liqwefy  too 
much  upon  the  part  to  which  it  is 
applied,  fo  that  it  is  not  eafily  con- 
fined within  the  limits  in  which  it 
is  intended  to  operate:  and  indeed 
the  fudden-efs  of  its  aftion  depends 
on  this  difpofition  to  liquefy. 
CALX  E  KALI  PURO; 
formerly 

CAUSTICUM  COMMUNE 
FORTIUS. 
Stronger  common  cauftic. 
Take  of 

Quick  lime,  five  pounds  and  fowr 
ounces ; 

Water    of    pure    kali  Hxtecn 
pounds. 

Boil  away  the  water  of  kali  to  a 
fourth  part,  then  fprinkle  in  the 
iime,  previoufly  flyked.-  Keep  it 
in  a  vefiel  clofe  flopped. 
CAUSTICUM  COMMUNE 
MITIUS. 
The  milder  common  caufii'-. 
Eclinb. 

Take  of  cauflic  ley  what  quantity 
you  chufe.  Evaporate  in  an  iron 
vellel,  till  one  third  remains; 
then  mix  with  it  as  much  new 
flaked  lime,  as  will  bring  it  to 
the  confiflence  of  a  pretty  folid 
pap,  which  is  to  be  kept  in  a  vef- 
fel  clofely  ftopped. 
Here  the  addiiiou  of  lime  in  fub- 
ftance  renders  the  preparations  lefs 
apt  to  liquely  than  the  foregoing, 
and  confeqnently  more  eafily  con- 
finable  within  the  intended  limits, 
but  proportionably  flower  in  their 
operation. 

It  is  obfervablc,  that  both  thefe 
cauftics,  and  the  foap  leys,  that  i-s, 
alkaline  falts  increafed  in  their 
power  by  quicklime,  do  not  effer- 
vefce  or  emit  air-bubbles,  at  leaft  in 
any  copfiderable  degree,  on  the  ad- 


mixture of  acids;  though  thiseffer- 
vefcencehas  been  commonly  reck- 
oned one  of  the  principal  diflin- 
guifliing  characters  of  alkaline  faits. 
Expofecl  long  to  the  air,  they  gra- 
dually rcfurne  their  power  of  tffer- 
vefcence,  and  lofe  proportionably 
the  additional  a£>ivity  which  the. 
quicklime  had  produced  in  them. 
CAUSTICUM  COMMUNE 
MITIUS. 
The  milder  common  caujlic. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Erefli  quicklime, 

Soft  foap,  of  each  equal  parts. 
Mix  them  well  together,   at  the 

time  of  ufing. ' 

This  cauflic,  notwithflandingthe 
lime  be  ufed  frefli,  proves  much 
milder  than  the  former;  the  acri- 
mony of  the  fdit  being  here  covered 
by  the  oil  and  tallow,  by  which  it 
is  reduced  into  foap. 

NiTRUM  FIXUM. 

Fixi  }iitre. 

Take  of 

Powdered  nitre,  four  ounces  ; 
Ch;.rcoal  in  powder,  five  drams. 

Mix  them  thoroughly  together,  by 
rubbing  them  in  a  mortar,  and 
injed  the  mixture,  by  a  linle  at 
a  rime,  into  a  red-hot  crucible. 
A  deflagration,  or  a  bright  flame 
with  a  hifling  nolle,  happens  on 
each  injt  clion.  The  whole  quan- 
tity being  thus  deflagrated,  con- 
tinue the  fire  ftrong  for  half  an 
hour. 

Nitre  is  compofed  of  the  com- 
mon vegetable  fixt  alkaline  fait, 
and  a  peculiar  acid.  In  this  pro- 
cefs,  the  acid  is  defrroved  or  chang- 
ed  to  anotiier  nature ;  and  the  re- 
maining fslt  proves  merely  alka- 
line, not  different  in  quality  from 
the  fa  I  /ar/ari,  except  that  a  very 
minute  portion  of  the  nitre  gene- 
rally remains  unchanged  ;  the  fait 
is  purified  by  folution  in  water,  fil- 
tration, and  evaporation.  It  may  be 
obierved,  that  the  fait  receives  no 
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fenfible  addition  from  the  vegetable 
coal  enipl«\ved  for  the  deflagration  ; 
for  the  aflics  of  charcoal  have  very 
little  faliiie  matter)  and  the  quan- 
titv  of  charcoal  above  dircded 
•  yields  onlv  a  tirain  or  two  of  adies. 
'  LIXIVA  PURIFICATA ; 
tnilgo 

S-\L  ALCALINUS  FIXUS  VE- 
GETA131L1S  PURIFICATUS. 
Piaijicii  Lixiva. 
Edinb. 

Let  the  alkaline  fait,  called  in  Eng- 
land pearl-alhes,  be  put  into  a 
crvicible,  and  brought  to  a  red- 
difli  heat;  that  the  oily  impuri- 
ties, if  there  be  any,  may  be  de- 
ilroyed,  then  having  beat  and 
agitated  it  with  an  equal  quan- 
tiiv  of  water,  let  them  be  well 
nii.ijed.  Pour  the  liquor,  after 
the  fices  have  fubfided,  into  a 
very  clean  iron  pot,  and  boil  to 
drvnefs,  conftantly  ftirring  the 
fait  towards  the  end  of  the  pro- 
cefs,  that  it  may  not  adhere  to 
the  vefTel. 

This  preparation  is  frequently 
employed  in  conjunflion  with 
other  articles,  particularly  for  the 
formation  of  iaiine  neutral  draughts 
and  mixtures;  and  it  is  ufed  alfo 
by  itfelf,  in  dofcs  from  three  or 
four  grains  to , fifteen  or  twenty, 
and  frequently  operates  as  a  pow- 
erful diuretic^  particularly  when 
plenty. of  diluted  liquids  is  taken 
■with  it. 

AQUA  LIXIVL^  CAUSTICA ; 

LIXIVIUM  CAUSTICUM. 
*     Caujlic  liAi-jial  -jjatei'. 
Take  of 

Frefli   burnt   quicklime,  eight 
ounces  ; 

Purified  fixed  alcaline  vegetable 
fait,  fix  ounces. 
Throw  the  quicklime  with  twenty 
ouncec  of  warm  water  into  an 
iron  or  earthen  veflel.  When 
the  extinction  and  ebullition  of 
the  linoe  is  completely  finiflied, 


immediately  add  the  fait  ;  thefe 
being  well  mixed,  let  the  vefl'el 
be  kept  fluit  till  it  cools ;  fliake 
up  the  cool  matter,  and  pour  out 
the  whole  into  a  glafs  funnel, 
whofe  throat  niuft  be  flopped 
with  clean  rag.    Let  the  upper 
part  of  the  funnel  be  covered 
clofe,  whilft  the  tube  of  it  is  in- 
ferted  into  another  glafs  veflel, 
that  the  lixivium  may  gradually 
drop  into  the  vefl"el  placed  be- 
low. As  foon  as  it  fliall  ceafe  to 
drop,  pour  into  the  funnel  fome 
ounces  of  water,  but  cautioufly, 
that  the  water  may  fwim  above 
the  matter ;  the  lixiviated  water 
will  again  begin  to  drop,  and 
thus  mufl:  the  affufion  of  water 
be  repeated,   till  three  pounds 
have  dropped,  which  will  take 
up  two  or  three  days,  then  fliake 
the  faperior  with  the  inferior 
portions  of  the  liquor  together, 
mix  and  keep  it  in  a  veflel  well 
flopped. 

This  lixivium  properly  prepared 
has  neither  fmell  nor  colour,  neither 
will  it  eff^ervefce  but  perhaps  very 
nightly  with  acids.  Colour  and 
fmell  indicate  the  fait  has  not  been 
fufliciently  calcined  ;  the  effervef- 
cence,  that  the  lime  has  not  been 
good. 

The  reafon  of  the  great  nicety 
required  in  the  operation  is  very 
obvioufly  to  prevent  abforptit)n  of 
fixed  air  from  the  atmofphere  ;  for 
the  mildnefs  or  the  caufticity  of 
alkalies,  whether  fixed  or  volatile, 
depend  upon  fixed  air ;  the  fitjl  de- 
pends upon  the  union  with,  thelajl 
upon  the  deprivation  of  it ;  thus 
quicklime  having  a  greater  affinity 
with  fixed  air  than  alkali,  the  fixed 
air  in  this  procefs  quits  the  alka- 
line fait  and  unites  with  the  quick- 
■lime,  rendering  the  fait  cauftic,  and 
thclime mild  and  infolubleiu  water. 
See  alfo  Dr.  Black's  method  of  pre- 
paring this  cauftic  fluid,  which  ia 
confidercd  the  moft  eligible.  En- 
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CI.YCOP.  Britan.  vol.  14..  p.  339. 
under  Caustic  Ley. 

By  fome  dyfpeptic  patients  this 
ley  has  been  taken  with  advantage, 
particularly  when  acidities  affeft 
the  ftoniach,  attended  with*  much 
flatulence  and  laxity,  for  it  exerts 
a  ftimuhiting  power,  at  the  fame 
time  unites  with  the  acids,  without 
the  fcparation  of  any  air,  as  is  the 
cafe  where  mild  alcalies  are  \ifed. 
When  joined  with  mucilaginous 
fiibftances,  it  may  be,  fafely  taken 
into  the  ftomach,  and  nfed  to  be 
t^ivcn  in  veal  broth,  as  a  folvent  of 
the  flone;  it  has  had  alfo  maijy 
poiTipous  titles  as  a  llihontriftic;  but 
its  reputation  in  this  point  has 
greatly  diminiQicd. 
NATRON  PR^EPARATUM. 

Prepared  Natron. 
Loud. 

Take  of  ^ 

Barilla  powdered,  two  pounds; 
Diftiiled  water,  ,one  gallon. 

Boil  the  barilla  in  four  pints  of 
water  for  half  an  hour,  and  ftrain 
and  boil, the, part  which  remains 
after  ftraining  with  the  reft  of 
the  water,  and  lirain.  Mix  the  li- 
<]Uors,andeva})orate  to  two  pints; 
and  fct  them  by  for  eight  days; 
ftiain  this  liquor  again,  and  after 
due  boiling  fet  it  by  to  cryllal-, 
life.  Diflblvc  the  cryftals  in 
diftilled  water,  ftrain  the  folu- 
tion,  boil  and  fct  it  afuie  to  cry- 
ftallife. 

The  liquor  upon  {landing  depo- 
fits  fome  feculencies,  from  which 
it  is  eafily  freed  by  ftraining  it;  and 


the  cryftallifations,  when  properly 
conduced,    entirely    purify  the 
natron  from  neutral  fait,  or  any 
other  remaining  admixture. 
SODA  PURIFICATA; 
vul^o 

SAL   ALCALINUS  FOS'SILIS 
FIXUS  PURIFICATUS. 

Eft  in  I/. 

Take  of  the  aflies  of  Spanifh  kali, 
foda,  or  barilla,  any  quantity  you 
chufe,  bruife,  and  boil  them  in 
WKter  till  all  the  fait  bediflblved; 
afterwards  let  this  be  filtered 
through  paper,  and  evaporated 
in  an  iron  v^llel,  that,  after  it  is 
cooled,  it  may  Ihoot  into  cryftalsi 
By  the  above  proccffes  the  fi,ffil 
alknli  is  procured  futficiently  pure, 
being  much  more  difpofed  to  cry- 
flallife  than  the  vegetable  alkali ; 
the  admixture  of  this  lafl  is  hereby 
in  a  great  meafure  prevented. 

In  tiie  ifland  of  TenerifF  this  na- 
tron is  found  lying  on  the  ground, 
and  is  by  the  inhabitants  called 
Salituon,  \vhich  is  alfo  their  name 
for  faltpetre.  .It  is  alfo  found  in 
the  fame  ftate  in  fome  other  couor 
tries.  . 

This  natural  produft  feems  to 
have  been  belter  known  to  the  an- 
cients than  modern  naturalifls,  and 
it  is  with  good  rcafon  fuppofed  to 
be  the  nitre  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 

This  foda  not  only  forms  the 
bafis  of  feven.1  neutral  falts,  but 
is  given  by  itfelf,  and  in  its  purified 
ftiite  fuppofed  to  be  ufeful  in  Icro- 
phulous  affeftions. 

Dose,  10  grains  to  3  fs. 


SECT.  11. 

Volatile  alkaline  Salts. 


AS  fixt  alkalies  are  produced  in    volatile  ones  are  produced  by  a 
the  burning  of  vegetables,    like  degree  of  heat  from  animal 
and  remain  behind  in  the  aflies;    fubflances,  and  rife  in  diflillation 
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don^  with  the  other  volatile  prin- 
,  les ;  the  admiflion  of  air,  neceU 
Id'ry  for  the  prodii^^ion  of  ttie  for- 
mer, is  not  nteiifiil  for  the  latter. 
Thefe  falts  are  obt.iinable  alio  ffoni 
fome  vegetable  matters,  and  from 
vegetable  and  animal  foot.  Though 
a  llron^  fire  be  requifite  for  their 
:irodiictior.,  yet,  when  once  com- 
.jtely  formed,  they  are  dilfipated 
by  the  c^entleft  warmth :  in  diftil- 
lation,  they  rife  fooner  than  the 
moft  highly  reifbified  fpirit  of  wine. 
Tnev  are  produced  in  urine,  by 
piitrefaftion,  without  fire;  and  with- 
out fire  alfo  thev  exhale  from  it. 
LIQUOR 
formerly 

SPIRITUS,"  SAL,  et  OLEUM 

CORNU  CERVL 
L:qMiy,JrJ:,*ant!  oil  of  harijkorn,- 
Lonci. 

Take  of  hartfliorn  ten  pounds,  di- 
ftilled  by  a  fire  gradually  in- 
creafed;  a  liquor,  fait,  and  oil  will 
afcend.  Separate  the  oil  and 
the  fait  from  the  liquor,  and  di- 
fti  1  three  times. 

To  the  fait  add  an  equal  weight 
of  prepared  chalk,  and  fublime 
thrice,  or  until  itb:comes  white. 

The  fame  volatile  liquor,  fait, 
and  oil  may  be  obtained  fro:n  any 
narts,  except  the  fat^  of  any  kind  of 
:iimals. 

Calcined  hartfliorn  is  generally 
made  by  burning  the  horns  left 
after  this  diftillation. 

Edinh. 

Having  poured  out  of  the  reci- 
pient all  the  different  matters  which 
have  come  over  in  it,  they  may  be 
;-parated  from  one  another  in  the 
follo  ving  manner.  The  oil  fepa- 
rates  from  the  piilegm  and  fpirit  in 
filtration  ;  the  two  latter  will  pafs 
through,  and  the  oil  remain  on  the 
filter. — The  phlegm  may  be  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fpirit  by  diftillatioa 
in  a  tall  vefTel,  with  a  g^-ntle  htat: — 
tie  Jpirit  will  come  over  into  the  re- 


cipient, and  the  phlegm  remain  at 
the  bottom  xif  the  diftilling  velfel. 

The  fpirit^  may  be  divided  into  a 
volatile  jalt  and  phlegm,  by  diililling 
it  in  a  very  tall  and  nacrow  cucur- 
bit ;  the  fait  will  arife,  and  adhere 
to  the  head  in  a  dry  form ;  the 
phlegm  remaining  behind. 

The  fait  may  he  freed  from  tits 
oily  by  liibliming  i£  from  twice  its 
quantity  of  pot-afli ;  for  the  oil  is 
kept  down  by  the  pot-afli,  whilft 
the  fait  rifes. 

The  fpirit  alfo  is  rendered  purer^ 
by  adding,  to  every  pint,  two  ounces 
of  pot-afli,  and  diftilling  in  a  glafs 
retort.  * 

The  remaining  pot-afh  may  be 
again  purified  for  ufe,  by  calcining 
it  in  an  open  fire,  fo  as  to  burn 
out  the  oil  it  had  abforbed  from  the 
fait  or  fpirit.  ; 

The  wholefile  dealers  have  very 
large  pots  for  the  dilVdlation  of 
hartfliorn,  with  earthen  heads  al- 
mofl  like"^hofe  of  the  cominon  flill. 
For  receivers,  they  ufe  a  couple  of 
oil  jars,  the  mouths  of  which  are 
luted  together  ;  the  pipe  that  comes 
from  the  head  enters  the  lowermoft 
jar,  through  a  hole  made  on  pur- 
pofe  in  its  bottom.  When  a  large 
quantity  of  the  fubjeft  is  to  be  di- 
ftilled,  it  is  cuflomary  to  continue 
the  operation  for  feveral  days  fuc- 
ceffively  ;  only  unluting  the  head 
occafionally,  to  put  in  frefh  ma- 
terials. 

When  only  a  fmall  quantity  of 
fpirit  or  fait  is  wanted,  a  commoa 
iron  pot,  fuch  as  is  ufually  fixed  in 
fand  furnaces,  may  be  employed  ; 
an  iron  bead  being  fitted  to  it. 
The  receiver  ought  to  be  large,  and 
a  glafs,  or  rather  tin  adopter,  in- 
ferted  betwixt  it  and  the  pipe  of 
the  he;.d. 

The  diftillins:  veflel  bein^  charg- 
ed  with  pieces  of  the  horn,  a  mo- 
derate fire  is  ap})lied,  which,  is  flow- 
ly  incrcafed,  and  raifed  at  lengtU 
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almofl  to  the  iitmoft  cleo;ree.  At 
firft,  a  phlegmat(c  liquor  arifes  ; 
the  quantity  of  which -will  be  icfs 
or  greater,  according  as  the  horns 
■were  more  or  lefs  dry  :  this  is  I'lic- 
ceeded  by  the  fait  and  oil.  Thefalt 
at  fi:ft  dilTolves,  as  it  comes  over, 
in  the  phh-gm,  and  thus  forms  what 
is  called  fpirit.  When  the  phlegnv 
is- faturated,  the  remainder  of  the 
fait  concretes  in  a  folid  form  to 
the  fic\es  of  the  recipient.  If  it  be 
required  to  have  the  whole  of  the 
fait  folid  and  undifTolved,  the 
phlegm  (liould  be  removed  as  foon 
as  the  fait  begins  to  arife,  which 
may  be  known  by  the  appearance 
of  white  fumes:  and,  that  this  may 
be'  done  the  more  commodioufly, 
the  receiver  fhould  be  left  unhited, 
till  this  firft  part  of  the  procefs  be 
finiflied.  The  white  vapours  which 
liow  arife,  fomctimes  come  with 
fuch  vehemence,  as  to  throw  off 
or  burft  the  receiver.  To  prevent 
this  accident,  it  is  convenient  to 
have  a  fmall  hole  in  the  luting ; 
which  may  be  occafionally  ftopt 
with  a  wo(^den  peg,  or  opened,  as- 
the  operator  {hall  find  proper. 
After  the  fait  has  allarifen,  a  thick, 
dark-coloured  oil  comes  over  :  the 
procefs  is  now  to  be  difcontinned, 
and  the  veffels,  when  grown  cold, 
unhited. 

All  the  liquid  matters  being 
poured  out  of  the  receiver,  the  fak 
which  remains  adheiing  to  its  (ides 
is  to  be  waflied  out  with  a  little 
water,  and  added  to  the  reft.  It  is 
convenientyto  let  the  whole  ftand 
for  a  few  hours,  that  the  oil  may 
the  better  difcngage  iifelf  from  the 
liquor,  fo  as  to  be  firft  feparated 
by  a  funnel,  and  afterwards  more 
perfedly  by  filtration  throuuh  wet- 
ted paper.  The  fait  and  fpirits  arc 
then  to  be  farther  purified,  as  before 
direfted. 

The  liquor  of  hartfliorn  met  with 
in  the  Ihops  is  extremely  precari- 


ous in  point  of  ftrength;  the  quaiij 
tity  of  fait  contaiiied  in  it  (on  whicf 
its  efficacy  depends)  varying  ac- 
cording as  the  diftillation,  in  rec- 
tifying it,  is  continued  for  a  longer 
or  fliorter  time.  If,  after  the  vola- 
tile fait  has  arifen,  fo  much  of  the 
phlegm  or  watery  part  be  driven 
over  after  it,  as  is  juft  fuflicient  to 
diffolve  it,  the  fpirit  will  be  fully 
faturated,  and  as  ftrong  as  it  can  be 
made.  If  the  procefs  be  not  at  this 
iiiflant  ftopt,  the  phlegm,  contiiui- 
ing  to  arife,  muft  render  the  fpirit 
continually  weaker  and  weaker. 
The  diftillation  therefore  ought  to 
be  difcontinued  at  this  period,  or 
rather  whilft  fome  of  the  fait  ftill 
remains  undiffolved.  The  fpirit 
will  thus  prove  always  equal,  and 
the  buyer  be  furniflied  with  a  cer- 
tain criterion  of  its  ftrength.  Very 
few  have  taken  any  notice  of  the 
above-mentioned  inconvenience  of 
theie  kinds  of  fpirits;  and  the  re- 
medy is  firft  hinted  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Reformata.  The  tnnitv  of 
the  fpirit  is  cafilv  j\idged  of  from 
its  clearnefs  and  grateful  odour. 

The  volatile  alkali  procured  from 
hartnioni,  whether  in  a  folid  or  a 
fluid  ftate,  is  precifely  the  fame  with 
that  obtained  from  fed  ammoniac; 
therefore  it  is  moft  eligible  to  pro- 
cure thefe  volatile  fubftances  from 
this  fait,  as  the  procefs  is"fo  much 
more  eafy,  and  lefs  expenfive. 

AMMONIA  FRiEPARATA; 

o 

Sal  volatilis  Salis  Ammoni- 

ACt. 

Lend.  Edinb. 
Ammoma  prepared. 

L.  E. 

Take  of 

Sal   ammonia    powdered,  one 
pound ; 

Prepared  chalk,  two  pounds. 
Mix  and  fublime,  from  a  retort  into 

a  refrigerated  receiver. 


C!.ap.  Vlir.  ydatlle  alk 

AQUA  AMMONI-t ; 
formerly 

Spiritus  volatilis  Salis  Am- 

MONIACI. 

fVater  of  ammonia, 
ton.}. 

Take  a  pound  and  a  half  of  pot-afli, 
a  pound  of  fal  ammoniac,  and 
four  pints  of  water.  Diftil  off, 
with  a  genUe  iieat,  two  pints. 

Take  of  fa!  ammoniac,  purified 
lixiv3,or  vegetable  alkali,  o!  each 
fixteen  ounces.    The  falts  being 
mixed  and  put  into  a  glafs  retort, 
pour  on  the  water,  then  diftil 
with  a  fand  bath  to  drynefs,  gra- 
dually increafing  the  heat. 
From  the  refidunm,  which  is  the 
Sal  DjGESTiVuM  Sylvii,  a  com- 
bination of  muriatic  acid,  and  ve- 
getable alka}i,  called  Kali  muriatum, 
diftilled  in  the  ordinary  way  with 
vitriolic  acid  ;  the  faline  mafs  left 
in  the  rellbrt  is  the  kali  vitriolatum. 

Sal  ammoniac  is  a  neutral  fait, 
compofed  of  volatile  alkali  and  ma- 
rine-acid. In  thefe  procefies,  the 
acid  is  abforbed  by  the  fixt  alkali 
or  chalk;  and  the  volatile  alkali  is 
of  courfe  fet  at  liberty. 

The  fixt  alkali  begins  to  aft  upon 
the  fal  ammoniac,  and  extricates  a 
pungent  urinous  odour,  as  foon  as 
they  are  mixed.  Hence  it  is  moft 
convenient  not  to  mix  them  till  put 
into  the  difEilling  vefTel :  the  two 
falts  may  be  diflblved  feparately  in 
water,  the  folutions  poured  into  a 
retort,  and  a  receiver  immediately 
fitted  on-  An  equal  weight  of  the 
fixt  fait  is  fully,  perhaps  more  than, 
fufficient,  to  extricate  all  the  vola- 
tile. 

Chalk  does  not  begin  to  act  upon 
the  lal  ammoniac,  till  a  confidcr- 
»ble  heat  be  applied.  Hence  thefe 
ma)  be  without  inconvenience,  and 
indeed  ought  to  be,  thoroughly 
mixed  together,  before  they  are  put 
into  the  retorc.  The  furfa<  e  of  the 
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mixture  may  be  covered  with  a  lit- 
tle more  powdered  chalk,  to  pre- 
vent fuch  particles  of  the  fal  ammo- 
niac, as  ni.iy  happen  to  lie  uppcr- 
moft,  from  fubliming  unrhangcd. 
Though  the  fire  mufl  here  be  muc'i 
greater  than  when  fixt  alkaline  falc 
is  xifed,  it  muft  not'  be  too  ftrong, 
nor  too  fuddenly  raifed;  for,  if  it 
be,  a  part  of  the  chalk  (though  of 
itfelf  not  capable  of  being  elevated 
by  anv  degree  of  heat)  will  be  car- 
ried up  along  with  the  volatile  fait. 
M.  du  Hame!  experienced  the  juft- 
nefs  of  this  obfervation  :  he  relates, 
in  the  Meinoirs  of  the  French  aca- 
demy of  fciences  for  the  year  1735, 
'that  he  frequently  found  his  volatile 
fair,  when  a  very  Itrong  fire  was 
made  ufe  of  in  the  fublimation, 
amount  to  more,fometimes  one  half 
morej  than  the  weight  of  the  crude 
fal  ammoniac  emplov'ed  ;  and  that, 
thoiisih  it  be  certain  that  not  three- 
fourths  of  this  concrete  are  pure 
volatile  fait,  the  fixt  earthy  matter, 
thus  once  v.olatilifed  by  the  alkali, 
arofe.  along  with  it  again  upon 
thegentleft  refublimation,  dilFolved 
with  it  in  water,,  and  exhaled  with 
it  in  the  air. 

When  all  the  fait  has  fublimed, 
and  the  receiver  grown  cool,  it  may 
be  taken  off,  and  luted  to  another 
retort  charged  with  frefli  materials. 
This  procefs  may  be  repeated,  till 
the  recipient  appear  lined  with  vo- 
latile fait  to  a  confiderable  thick- 
nefs.  The  veflel  vawil  then  be  bro- 
ken in  order  to  get  out  the  fait. 

The  volatile  fait  and  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac  are  the  pureft  of  all  the 
medicines  of  this  kind.  They  are 
fomewhat  more  acrimonious  than 
thofe  produced  dire^Hy  from  ani- 
mal fubftances,  which  always  con- 
tain a  portion  of  the  oil  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  and  receive  thence  fome  de. 
gree  of  a  faponaceous  quality. 
Thefe  laft  may  be  reduced'  to  the 
fame  degree  of  purity,  by  coml^in- 
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ing  them  with  acids  into  ammoni- 
acal  falts ;  and  afterwards  recover- 
ing the  volatile  alkali  from  thefe 
compounds  by  the  procefrek  before 
direded. 

The  matter  which  remains  in 
the  retort,  after  the  diftillation  of 
the  fpirit,  and  fublimation  of  the 
fait,  of  fal  ammoniac,  is  found  to 
confift  of  marine  acid  united  with 
the  fixt  alkiili  or  ciialk  employed. 
When  fixt  alkaline  fait  has  been 
ufed  as  the  intermedium,  the  refi- 
duum,  or  caput  mortuum,  as  it  is 
called,  yields,  on  folution  aad  cry- 
ftallifation,  a  fait  exactly  (imilar  to 
the  fpiritus  falis  marriii  coagulatus 
hereafter  dcfcribed  ;  and  hence  we 
may  judge  of  the  extraordinary  vir- 
tues formerly  attributed  to  this  fait, 
under  the  names  of  fal  antihyjlcri- 
cum-i  antihypochovdriacum^  febrifu- 
gum,  digejiivum  Syhii,  &c. 

TliC  caput  mortuum  of  the  vola- 
tile fait,  where  chalk  is  employed 
as  an  intermedium,  expofed  to  a 
nioift  air,  runs  into  a  pungent  li- 
quor, which  proves  nearly  the  fame 
witii  a  folution  of  chalk  made  di- 
rectly in  the  marine  acid.  Jt  is 
called  hy  fome,  ohutn  creta.,  oil  of 
chalk.  If  calcined  fliells  or  other 
animal  limes  be  mingled  with  fal 
ammoniac,  a  mafs  will  be  obtained, 
which  likewife  runs  in  the  air,  and 
forms  a  liquor  of  the  fame  kind. 
This  liquor  has  been  the  fecrct  of 
fome  pretenders  to  a  diffolvent  of 
the  calculus. 

SPIRITUS,  SAL,  et  OLEUM 
FULIGINIS, 

Spirit^  /alt,  and  oil  of  wood  foot. 
Lond. 

Diftil  foot  after  the  fame  manner  as 
directed   before  for  hartfliorn : 
but  here  more  labour  is  required 
to  render  the  fpirit  and  fait  pure. 
The  volatile  fait  and  fpirit  of 
foot  are,  when  fufKciently  purified, 
not  different  in  quality  from  thofe 
of  animal  fubftancesj  though  fome 


have  preferred  them  in  nervous- 
complaints,  particularly  in  epilep- 
tic cafes. 

Volatile  alkaline  falts,  and  their 
folutions  called  fpiiits,  agree,  in 
many   refpefts,  with   fixt  alkalies 
and  tlieir  folurions  or  eys;  as  in 
changing  the  colour  of  blue  flowers 
to  a  green  ;  eifervtfcing  with  and 
neutralifing  acids;  liquefving  the 
animal  juices,  and  corroding  the 
flefliy  parts,  fo  as,  when  applied  to 
the  fl<in,  and  prevented  from  ex- 
haling by  a  proper  covering,  to  act 
as  cauftics  ;  and  diflblving  oils,  and 
fulphur,  though  lefs  reauily  than 
the  fixed  alkalies,  on  account,  pro- 
bably, of  their  not  being  able  to 
bear  any   confiderable  i»eat,  by 
which  their  aftiviry  might  be  pro- 
moted.   Their  principal  differtnce 
from  the  other  alkalies  feems  to 
confift  in  their  volatility.  They  ex- 
hale or  emit  pungent  vapours,  in 
the  coldett  ftate  of  the  atmoiphere; 
and  by  their  Simulating  fmell  they 
prove  fei'viceable  in  languors  and 
faintings.    Taken  internally,  thtr 
dilcover  a  greater  colliquating  as 
well   as   ftimulating  power ;  the 
blood  drawn  from  a  vein,  after  their 
ufe  has  been  continued  for  fonic 
time,  being  found  to  be  remarkably 
more  fluid  than  before.    They  are 
likewife  more  difpofed  to  operate 
by  perfpiration,  and  to  a£l  on  the 
nervous  fyftem.  They  are  particu- 
larly ufeful  in  lethargic  cafes  ;  in 
hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal  dif- 
orders,  and  in  the  languors,  head- 
achs,  inflations  of  the  ftomach,  fla- 
tulent colics,  and  other  fymptoms 
which  attend  them.    They  are  ge- 
nerally found  more  ferviceable  to 
aged  perfons,  and  in  phlegmatic 
habits,  than  in  the  oppolite  circum- 
flances.    In  fome  fevers,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  low  kind,  ac- 
companied with  a  cough,  hoarfe- 
nefs,  redundance  of  phlegm,  and 
fizinefs  of  the  blood,  they  are  of- 
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great  utility  ;  liquefying  the  vifcid 
juices,  raifiiig  the  vis  vita;,  and  ex- 
citing a  falutary  diaphorefis;  but 
in  putrid  fevers,  fcurvies,  and 
w  herever  the  mafs  of  blood  be  thin 
and  acrimonious,  they  do  harm. 
As  thev  are  more  powerful  than  the 
fixt  Hilts  in  liquefying  fizy  blood 
and  tenacicrus  humours,  fo  they 
prove  more  hurtful,  where  the  fluids 
are  already  in  a  colliquated  (late. 
In  vernal  intermittents,  particularly 
thofe  of  the  (low  kind,  and  where 
the  blood  is  denfe  or  fizy^  they  are 
often  the  mod  efficacious  remedy. 
Mr.  Billet  obferves,  in  hisElTay  on 
the  Medical  Conftitution  of  Great 
Britain,  that,  thoujilt  many  cafes 
occur  which  will  yield  to  no  other 
niedicfne  than  the  bark,  he  has 
met  with  many  that  were  only  fup- 
prefl'ed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
bark,  hut  were  completely  cured 
by  alkaliae  fpirits :  that  thefe  fpirits 
will  often  carry  olf  vernal  intermit- 
tent;, without  any  previous  evacu- 
ation; but  that  tiiey  are  generally 
more  eflfeflual,  if  a  purge  be  pre- 
hiifed  ;  and  in  plethoric  or  inflam- 
matory cafes,  or  where  the  fever 
perfonates  a  remittent,  venefeftion. 

Thefe  falts  are  moft  commodi- 
onfly  taken  in  a  liquid  form,  largely 
diluted ;  or  in  that  of  a  bolusj 
which  fliould  be,  made  up  only  as 
it  is  wanted.  The  dofe  is  from  a 
grain  or  two  to  ten  or  twelve.  Ten 
drops  of  a  well-made  fpirit,  or  fa- 
turated  folution,  are  reckoned  to 
contain  about  a  grain  of  the  fait. 
In  intermittents,  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  the  fpirit  are  given  in  € 
Tea  cup  full  of  cold  fpring  water, 
and  repeated  five  or  fix  times  in 
each  intcrmiflion. 

The  volatile  falts  and  fpirits  pre- 
pared from  difFf  rent  animal  fub- 
ftances  have  been  fnppofed  capa- 
ble of  producing  tlilferent  effefts 
upon  the  huitian  body,  and  to  re- 
ceive fpecific  virtues  from  the  fub- 
Jcwt.    The  fait  of  vipers  hab  been 


efleemed  particularly  ferviceahle  in 
thediforderS  occafioned  by  the  bite 
of  that  animal  ;  and  a  fait  drawti 
from  the  human  fcuU,  in  difeafes  of 
the  head.  But  modern  praflice  ac- 
knowledges no  iuch  different  ef- 
fects from  thefe  preparations,  and 
chemical  experiments  have  fliown 
their  identity.  There  is,  indeed, 
when  not  fufficiently  purified',  a 
very  perceptible  difference  in  the 
fmell,  tafte,  degree  of  pungency, 
and  volatility  of  thefe  falts  ;  and  in 
this  ftate  their  medicinal  virtues 
vary  confiderably  enough  to  deferve 
notice :  but  this  difl^erence  they 
have  in  common,  according  as  they 
are  more  or  lefs  loaded  with'oil,  not  . 
as  they  are  produced  from  this  or 
that  animal  fubflance.  As  firft  di- 
iiillcdjthey  may  be  looked  upon  as 
a  kind  of  volatile  foap,  in  which 
the  oil  is  the  prevailing  principle  ; 
in  this  flate,  they  have  much  lefs 
of  the  proper  alkaline  acrimony  and 
pungency,  than  when  they  have 
undergone  repeated  diftillations, 
and  fuch  other  operations  as  difen* 
gage  the  oil  from  the  fait;  for,  by  ^ 
thefe  means,  they  lofe  their  fapo- 
iiaccous  tjuality,  and  acquiring 
greater  degrees  of  atrimony,  be- 
come medicines  of  a  different  clafs. 
Thefe  preparations,  therefore,  do 
not  differ  near  fo  much  from  one 
another,  as  they  do  from  themfelves 
in  difl"erent  ftates  of  purity.  To 
which  may  be  added,  that,  when 
we  confider  them  as  loaded  with 
oil,  the  virtues  of  a  diflilled  animal 
oil  itfelf  are  likewife  to  be  brought 
into  the  accoiint. 

^Thefe  oils,  as  firfl  diflilled,  are 
highly  fetid  and  olfenfive,  of  an 
extremely  heating  quality,  and  of 
fuch  a£tivityj  that,  according  to 
Hoffman's  account,  half  a  drop, 
difToIved  in  a  dram  of  fpirit  of  wine, 
is  fufficient  to  raife  a  copious  fweat. 
By  repeated  reftifications  they  lofe 
their  ofFenfiventfs,  and  at  the  fame 
time  become  mild  in  their  medici. 
£  e 
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ml  operation.  The  redified  oiU 
may  be  given  to  the  quantity  of 
twenty  or  thirty  drops,  and  are'iaid 
to  be. anodyne  and  antil'palniqdic, 
to  procnre  a  cahu  deep  and  gentle 
fwcat,  without  heating;  or  exagi- 
tating  the  body.  It  is  obvious, 
therefore,  that  the  falts  and  fpirits 
•  imift  differ,  not  only  according  to 
the  qnantity  of  oil  they  contain,  but 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  oil 
itfelf  in  its  different  llates. 

The  volatile  falts  and  fpirits,  as 
firft  diftilled,  are  of  a  brown  colonr, 
and  a  very  offenfive  Hnell.  By  re- 
peated rectification,  a^  direfted  in 
the  proceffes  above  fet  down,  they 
lofe  great  part  of  the  oil  on  which 
thefe  qualities  depend,  the  fait  be- 
comes white,  the  fpirit  limpid  as 
water,  and  of  a  gratetul  odour;  and 
this  is  the  mark  of  fufficient  recr 
tilication. 

It  has  been?'  obje£led .  to  the  re-: 
peated  redlification  of  theie  prepa- 
rations, that,  by  feparating  the  oil, 
j(t  renders  them  fimilar  to  the  pure 
fait  and  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniar, 
which  are  procurable  at,  an  eafitr 
rate.  But  this  is  by  no  means  the 
cafe.  The  intention  is  not  to  pu- 
rify them  wholly  from  the  oil,  ,but 
to  feparate  the  grofler  psrt,  and  to 
fubtilife  the  rert,  fo  as  to  biing  it 
towards  the  fame  ftate  as  when  the 
oil  is  reftified  by  itfelf.  I  have  re- 
peated the  reftification  of  fpirit  of 
hartfliorn  twenty  times  fucceffively, 
and  f.jund  it  ftill  to  participate  of 
oil,  but  of  an  oil  very  different  from 
■what  it  was  in  the  firfl:  diftillation. 

The  reftified  oils,  in  long  keep- 
ing, "become  again  fetid.  The  falts 
and  fpirits  alfo,  however  carefully 
reaified,  fufter,  in  length  of  time, 
the  fame  change,  refuming  their 
original  brown  colonr  and  illlmtll; 
a  proof  that  the  reftification  is  far 
from  having  , divi^ded  them  of  oil. 
AQUA  AMMONIy^:  CAUSTI- 
CM; 


Spiritus  salis  Ammoniaci  cum 
Calce  \  i\ 

Take  of 

Sal  ammoniac,  fixteen  ounces ; 
Quicklime,    Ircfli   burnt,  two 

ouiices  ; 
Water,  fix  pints. 
Add,  to  one  i)ound  of  water  put  in- 
to an  iron  or  ffone-ware  veffel, 
the  quicklime  beat,  ajid  cover 
the  veffel  for  twenty-four  hours, 
till  the' lime  falls  into  a  fine  pow- 
der, which  put  into  a  retort ;  to 
this  add  the  fal  ammoniac  dif- 
folved  in  five  pint*  of  water;  the 
month  of  the  retort  being  clofed, 
fliake  them  well  together,  fo  that 
they  may  be  properly  mixed. 
Laftly,  let  the  dillillation  be  per- 
formed w  ith  a  very  gentle  heat, 
fo  that  the  operator's  hand  can 
eafily  bear  the  heat  of  the  retort 
when  he  touches  it,  and  the  fpi- 
rit pafs  into  a  refrigerated  re- 
ceiver, until  twenty  ounces  fliall 
h.iye  been  diftiiled. 
In  this  diltillatlon  the  veffcls  are 
to  be  fo  luted  together,  as  to  prevent 
the  efcape,of  the  moft  fubtile  va- 
pours ;  and  before  the  retort  has 
cooled,  let'  the  veffels  be  feparated, 
and  the  liqao-r  poor-ed  out. 
AQUA  AMMONL'E  PUR./E; 
f 01  inn  ly 

Spiritus  salis  Ammoniaci  cum 

CALCE. 

IP'nter  of  pure  Amnonia. 
Lend. 

Take  of 

Sal  ammoniac,  one  poiiud  ; 
Quicklin^e,  onepoundand  ahalf; 
Water,  one  gallon. 

Add  to  the  lime  two  pints  of  the 
water,  and  let  them  fraud  toge- 
ther an  hour,  then  atlJ  the  fal 
aiTHnoniac  and  the  fix  pints  of 
water  boiling  hot,  and  immedir 
ately  cover  the  vcllel.  Four  out 
the  liquor  when  cold,  and  ci.lii 
with  a  flow  fire  one  pint. 
The  effc'iil  of  the  quicklime  o 

the  fal  ammoniac  is  very  dillereq 
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Trom  that  of  the  chalk  and  fixt  ql- 
kali  in  the  foregoing  procels.  Ini- 
niediately  on  mixture,  a  very  pe- 
netrating vapour  exhales  ;  and,  in 
diftillati'on,  the  whole  of  the  vola- 
tile lalt  ariies  in  a  liquid  form  ;  no 
part  of  it  appearing  in  a  concrete 
llate,  how  gently  foevejj  the  liquor 
be  re-diftilled.  This  fpirit  is  far 
more  pungent  than  t^e  other,  both 
in  finell  and  talle  ;  and,  like  fixt  al- 
kalies rendered  cauftic  by  the  fame 
intermedium,  it  ralfes  no  effervcf- 
cence  on  the  admixture  of  acids. 

The  reafoning  on  this  procefs  is 
exactly  the  fame  as  tliat  on  the 
r.qu.i  iixivia  canjiica^  with  regard 
to  the  mode  by  which  the  alkali 
'ifTumes  its  ^rauftic  form. 

This  fpirit  is  held  too  acrimo- 
nious for  internal  ufe,  and  has 
therefore  beeri  chiefly  emphyed  for 
j'!i.:lling  to  in  faintings^  Sec.  though, 
■  hen  pFoperly  diluted,  it  may  be 
L^iven  inwardly  with  fafety.  It  is 
an  excellent  menftruum  for  fome 
•- egetable  fubftances,  as  Peruvian 
irk,  from  which  the  other  fpirit 
extracts  little.  It  is  alfo  moft  con- 
venient for  renderino;  oils  mifcible 

water,  as  m  oily  mixtures. 

Sonrle  have  mixed  a  quantity  of 
')is  with  the  officinal  fpirits  both  of 
al  ammoniac  and  of  hartfliorh, 
vhich  thus  become  more 


fo  as  tLQ  Isear  an  addition  of  a  cdfi' 
lideraDle  quailtitVof  water, without 
any  danger  of  difcovery  iVoiTj  the 
tafte  or  lm'Ml. .  This  abufe  vypujd 
be  prevented,  if.what  has  b'een  for-r 
nieriy  laid  down  as  a  mark  of  the 
ftrength.  of  thefe  fpirics  (forrie  of 
the  volatile  fait  remaining  undifr 
folvedin  them)  were  complied  with, 
//  ?i2ay  he  deteiled  by  adding  to  a 
little  of  the  fafpefted  fpirit  about 
one-fourth  its  quantity  or  rhpre  of 
re£titied  fpirit  of  wine  ;  which,  if 
the  volatile  fpirit  be  genuine,  will 
precipitate  a  part  of  its  volatile  fait, 
but  occafibns  ho  vifible  feparatioa 
or  change  in  the  cauftic  fpirit,  orirj, 
thofe  which  are  fophifticated  with  it. 

Ochei-s  have  fubftituted  for  the 
fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  a  foli}ti6a 
of  crude  fal  ammojjdac  and  fixt  al-r 
kaline  fait  mixed  together-  This 
mixture  depofits  a  faline  mattel'  on 
the  addition  of  fpint  of  wine,  like 
the  genuine  fpirit  ;  from  w-hiclx 
however  it  may  be  diftinguifiied, 
as  the  fait,  thus  feparated,  is  not  a 
volatile  alkaline,  but  a  fixt  neutral 
fait,  T/ie  abufc  may  be  more  readily 
dttecled  by  a  drop  or  two  of  folu- 
tion  of  filvel"  made  in  aqua-foptis  j 
which  will  produce  no  change  J  a 
the  appearance  of  the  true  fpirit^ 
but  will  render  the  counterfeit  tur- 
bid and  rnilkv. 


SECT.  in. 


Combination  ok  Alkalies  with  Oils  a^jd  njFLAMMA- 

BLE  SPIRITS. 


-U'O  A.UYGDALINUS. 
Almond  focrp. 

TAKE  any  quantity  of  frefli- 
drawn  oil  of  almond j,'  and 
thrice  its  quantity  by  meafurc  of 
the  u'^ua  li.yivia  (aujlica,  Digcft 


them  together  in  fiich  a  Leaf, 
that  they  miy  but  juft  boil  of 
fimmer,  and  in  a  lew  hours  they 
•will  uuirc;  after  which,  the  li: 
quor  in  boiling  will  foon  bccon^le 
ropy,  and  ia  ijood  nieafur?  riAnfii 
P.  e  "", 


y 
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parent :  a  little  of  it  fuffcred  to 
cool    will  appear  'like  jelly. 
When  this  happens,  throw  in  by 
little  and  little  fome  common 
fait,  till  the  boiling  liquor  lofes 
its  ropinefs;  and  continue  the 
codion,  till,  on  receiving  fome 
drops  dii  a  tile,  the  foap  is  found 
to  coagulate,  and  the  water  freely 
feparates  from  it.  The  fire  being 
then  removed,  the  foap  will  gra- 
dually rife  to  the  furface  of  the 
liquor.    Take  it  off  before  it 
grows  cold,  and  put  it  into  a 
wooden  mould  or  frame,  which 
has  a  cloth  for  its  bottom  :  after- 
wards take  out  the  foap,  and  fet 
it  by  till  fufficiently  dried. 
After  the  fame  manner,  a  foap  may 
likewife  be  made  with  oil  of 
olives ;  but  the  pureft  oil  muft  be 
\ifed,  that  the  foap  may  be  as  lit- 
tle ungrateful  as  poffible  either  to 
the  palate  or  fromach. 
This  procefs  is  lb  fully  defcribed, 
as  to  render  any  further  direflions 
unnecefiary.    The  general  virtues 
of  foaps  have  been  already  deliver- 
ed.   (See  Sapo,  Materia  Medica.) 
That  prepared  after  iliis  manner  is 
not  different  in  quality  from  the 
hard  fort  before  mentioned.  The 
flrength  of  foaps  varies  confider- 
ably  with  their  age,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  kept.  Prefix 
foap,  though  apparently  of  a  good 
confiftence,  lofes,  upon  being  tho- 
roughly dried,  near  one-third  of  its 
weight ;  the  whole  of  which  lofs  is 
mere  water;  a  circumftance  to  be 
particularly  attended  to  in  the  ex- 
hibition of  this  medicine. 

Soap  is  decompounded  by  all 
acids  ;  and  hence  it  docs  not  lather 
with  waters  that  contain  any  acid 
unnentralifcd.  In  pure  water,  it 
difTolves  into  a  milky  liquor,  which, 
on  dropping  in  fome  oil  of  vitriol, 
forms  a  kind  of  coagulum.  On 
adUing  more  of  the  acid,  the  liquor 
becoires  clear,  the  oil  of  the  foap 
iif  -  ^vo  the  furface,  its  alkali  uniting 


with  the  acid,  and  forming  faline 
concretions  at  the  bottom.  The: 
oil,  tarefully  collefted,  proves  re- 
markably purer  than  w^ien  it  firft: 
entered  the  compofition   of  the 
foap;  and,  like  the  effential  oils  of 
vegetables,  difTolves   in  fpirit  of 
wine:  it  may  poflibly  be  applicable: 
to  fome  ufcful  purpofcs,  as  it  feemf  i 
to  be  freed  from  its  grofTer  matter, , 
extremely  pure,  and  is  void  of  the 
pungency  of  cfTential  oils. 

It  follows  from  the  above  experi- 
ments, that  no  kind  of  acid  ought 
to  be  ufed  along  with  foap;  all 
acids  abforbing  the  alkaline  fait  of 
the  foap  from  the  oil.  Neutral 
SALTS  have  not  this  effcifl,  their 
acid  being  already  faciated  with  an 
alkali :  but  falts  <;ompofed  of  an 
acid  and  an  earthy  or  metallic  bodv, 
as  the  purging  bitter  fait,  vitriol, &c. 
decompound  the  foap  equally  with 
pure  acids  j  acids  quitting  an  e3rth 
or  metal,  to  unite  with  an  alkali 
brought  in  contafl:  with  them. 

Soap  dilfoives  likewife,  but  in 
fmall  quantity,  in  pure  fpirit  of' 
wine  :  it  is  obf'ervable  of  this  folu- 
tion,  that,  if  expofed  to  a  degree  of 
cold  a  very  little  greater  than  that 
jn  which  water  begins  to  freeze,  it 
congeals  into  a  folid  pellucid  mafs. 

The  menflruum  which  difTolves 
foap  mofl  perieflly,  and  in  greateft 
quantity,  is  a  pure  proof  fjjirit. 
The  common  proof  fpirits  have  a 
flight  acidity,  not  indeed  diftin- 
guifhable  by  the  tafle  or  by  the 
ufual  ways  of  trial,  but  fufficient  to 
give  fomewhat  of  a  mil'.y  hue  to 
folutions  of  foap  made  in  them. 
This  may  be  corredfed  by  t!ie  addi- 
tion of  a  little  alkaline  fait.  Mr, 
GcofFroy  obferves,  in  the  Memoirs- 
of  the  French  Academy,  that  twen- 
ty-eight parts  of  good  proof  fpirit, 
with  the  addition  of  one  part  of 
fait  of  kali,  will  dilfolvc  ten  parts 
of  good  hard  foap  into  a  j^erfedly 
limpid  liquor.  The  con;mon  alka-. 
line  falts,  as  that  of  turtar,  anfwer 
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equally  in  t'l's  refpcfl  with  foda  ; 
but  the  latter,  being  much  lefs  acri- 
monious, feems  preferable,  where 
the  folution  is  intended  for  medi- 
cinal ufe. 

This  facility  of  the  d.ecompofi- 
tion  of  foap  by  acids,  renders  it  an 
ufeiul  criterion  of  low  degrees,  of 
imneutralized  acidity  in  waters,  &c. 
The  limpid  folution  of  foap  in 
proof  fpirit,  dropt  into  any  liquor 
that  contains  either  a  pure  acid,  or 
?.  fait  compofed  of  an  acid,  with  an 
earth  or  metal,  renders  the  liquor 
immediately  milky,  more  or  lefs, 
in  proportion  to  the  quantities  with 
which  it  is  impregnated. 

SaPO  Pl'RIFICATUS. 
Purlf.i-d  foap. 
Slice  one  pound  of  dry,  hard,  Ge- 
noa, Alicant,  or  any  other  oil- 
foap,  mto  a  clean  pewter  vefTel, 
and  pour  upon  it  two  gallons  of 
reiflified  fpirit  of  wine.  Place 
the  veiTel  in  a  water-bath,  and 
apply  fuch  a  degree  of  heat  as 
may  make  the  fpirit  boil,  when 
it  will  foon  dilfolve  the  foap. 
Let  the  veflel  ftand  clofe  covered, 
in  a  warm  place,  till  the  liquor 
grow  perfeftly  clear  ;   if  any 
oily  matter  fwim  upon  the  fur- 
face,  carefully  take  it  off.  Then 
decant  the  limpid  liquor  from 
the  feces,  and  diftil  otf  from  it 
all  the  fpirit  that  will  arife  in 
the  heat  of  a  water-bath.  *  Ex- 
pofe  the  remainder  to  a  dry  air 
for  a  few  days,  and  it  will  be- 
come a  white,  opaque,  and  fome- 
what  friable  mafs.  Prafi.  Cbern. 
Soap  thys  purified  has  little  or 
ro  fmell,  and  proves,  upon  exa- 
mmation,  not  in  any  degree  acri- 
monious, but  quite  mild  and  fofr, 
and  confcquently  well  fitted  fox  me- 
dicinal purpofes. 

Sapo  Taktabeus. 
&oap  of  tartar. 
Tanc  any  quantity  of  fait  of  tar- 
t.jr,  very  well  calcined,  and  re- 
duced into  powder  whilft  hot. 


Immefjiatcly  pour  upon  it,  in  « 
broad  glafs  vcirel,  twice  its  quan- 
tity of  oil  of  turpentine,  and 
let  them  ftand  together  in  a  cel- 
lar for  fome  weeks,  till  the  oil 
has  penetrated  the  fak :  then 
add  more  oij  by  degrees,  till  the 
fait  has  abforbed  thrice  its  own 
quantity,  iind  both  appear  united 
into  a  foap,  which,  if  tlie  matter 
be  every,  day  flirred,  wiil  happen 
in  a  month  or  two.  The  effect 
fucceeds  fooner,  if  the  contain- 
ing vt  ffel  be  fixed  to  tile  fail  of 
a  windmill,  or  any  other  ma- 
chine that  turns  round  with  great 
velocity. 

This  tedious  procefs,  which  is 
taken  from  a  former  edition  of  the 
Edinburgh  Pbarmacopceia,  might 
be  finilhed  in  a  very^little  time,  by 
duly  attending  to  a  circumftance 
which  Qur  chemifts,  and  the  phar- 
maceutical writers,  have  in  general 
overlooked  ;  and  which  m-ny  have 
fuppofed  to  be  a  means  even  of 
preventing  fuccefs.  If  the  oil  be 
poured  upon  the  pulverized  fait 
whilft  very  hot,  they  will  imme« 
diately  unite,  with  a.hiffing  noife; 
and,  by  rubbing  for  a  few  minutes 
in  a  hot  mortar,  form  a  truly  fapo- 
naceous  mafs,  the  medicine  here 
intended.  If  the  fait  be  fuffered  to 
grow  cold  before  the  addition  of 
the  oil,  it  isfcaree  poffible  to  unite 
them,  as  the  committee  of  the  Lon- 
don college  obferves,  without  the 
addition  of  a  little  water,  w  hich  in 
this  cafe  promotes  the  effeft.  The 
regular,  uniform  .motion  above  re- 
commended, dctts  not  anfwcr  fo 
well  as  agitation,  or  rubbing  in  • 
mortar;  the  different  degrees  ol' 
centrifugal  force  which  the  oil  and 
faltacquire, when  moved  ci^.ularly, 
tending  to  kee[)  thern  apani  Tlrj 
fait  does  not  retain  fo  nmi  li  of  tiie 
oil  as  might  beerpe('ted;  far  "th'j 
greafer  p.nt  of  this  volatile  fluid  ' 
being  dilTipared  in  the  procefs. 
Mr.  liaume:  relates,  in  his  Ma.iucl 
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cic  Uhciuic,  that  experiments  have 
convinced  liini  the  foap  confifts  of 
enly  the  refinoiis  part  of  the  oil 
united  with  the  alkali;  that  the 
inore  fluid  and  well  reftlfied  the 
oil  is,  the  lefs  foap  is  obtained  ; 
and  that,  by  adding  a  little  turpen- 
tine in  fubftance  to  the  mixture, 
the  preparation  -is  confiderably  ac- 
teleratedi 

This  medicine  has  been  greatly 
celebrated  as  a  diuretic,  in  nephri- 
tie  cofijplaints,  and  as  a  corrcilor  of 
tertain  'Vegetable  fuhfiances,  particu- 
Idrly  opium  ;  it  was  for  fome  time  a 
great  fecret  in  the  hands  of  its  firll 
preparer,  Starkey,  imder  th^  names 
of  philofbphic  foap,  the  vegetable 
torreelor,  &:c.  Its  virtues,  how- 
ever, have  not  been  fufficiently 
•ivarrahted  by  experience;  nor  does 
the  prefcnt  praftice  pay  any  regard 
to  it.  Accordingly  both  the  Lon- 
d(in  and  Edinburgh  colleges  have 
fejefted  it  at  a  late  reformation  of 
their  pharmacopoeias. 

LOTIO  SAPONACEA. 
Saponaceous  lotion. 

^'ake  of 

Damafl;  t-ofe  water,  three  quar- 
ters of  a  pint ; 

Oil  olive,  one  qifarterof  a  pint.; 

Water  of  kali,  half  an  ounce  by 
rneafure. 

Ori/id  the  water  of  kali  and  the  ojl 
fowether,  until  thev -unite;  then 
gradnally -add  the  rofe  water. 
This  is  defigned  for  external  ufe, 
»s  ft  detergent   vva(h  ;   and,  like 
other  foapy  liquors,  anfwers  this 
purpofe  very  effeftually.  Where  it 
is  required  to  be  more  detir(ive,  it 
jnav  be  occfifionally  rendered  fo,  by 
the'' addition  of  a  fmail  quantity  of 
a  folution  of  anv  fixt  alkaline  fait, 
i  JN I M  i- 'tJ  TU  M   S  A  PONl  S 
GOMl'OSITUM;^, 

J'ormerly 
•         '-  'irfipoiaid fiap  linimsnt. 


,Take  of 

Spirit  of  rofemary,  one  pint ; 

Hard  Spanifli  foaj),  three  ounces; 

Camphor,  one  ounce. 
Digefl;  the  foap  in  the  fpirit  of 

rofemary,  until  it  is  dill'olved  3 

then  add  the  camphor. 

LINIMENTUM  SAFOXA- 
CEUM; 

formerly 

Balsamum  Saponackum,  niulgo 
Oppodeldoch. 
Soap  LiniiNcnt. 
EdinL 

Take  of 

Spanifli  foap  four  ou.nces ; 
Camphor,  two  ounces ; 
Eflential  oil  of  Rofemary,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Redified  fpirit  of  wine,  twcJ 
pints. 

Digeit  the  fortp  in  the  fpirit  of  wine^ 
with  a  gentle  heat,  till  it  be  dif- 
folved  ;  then  add  the  camphor 
and  the  oils,  and  fliake  the  whole 
well  together,  that  they  may  be 
perfeftly  mixed, 

Thefe  compofitions  alfo  arc  em- 
ployed chiefly,  for  external  pur- 
pof  es,  againji  rheumatic painSy  Ipratiis^ 
iruij'cs,  and  other  like  complaints. 
Soap  afts  to  much  better  advan- 
tage, when  thus  applied  in  a  li' 
qtiid  form,  than  in  the  folid  one 
of  ^  plafter. 
LINIMENTUM  OPIATUM;  , 

■forvierh 

BALSAMUM  ANODYNUM, 
Wo-o  BATEANUM. 
Opiated  Liniment. 
Edinb. 

Take  of  . 

White  foap,  four  ounces; 
Crude  opium,  an  ounce  ; 
.  Camphor,  two  ounces; 
Eflential  oil  of  rofemary,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Recftilied  fpirit   of  wine,'  tuo 
pint.s, 

Digell  the  fpirit  with  the  foap  aiv'l 
opium,  in  a  gentle  fand-hc-ar^ 
:To'-  thrre  f'av?  •  tiien  ftrain  tW 
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liquor,  odil  to  it  the  camphor 

ami  .fdential  oil,  and  fliake  the 

M-hole  well  tbgfth^r. 

This  compofition  is  greatly  com- 
mended for  alla^in^  t'ni'.'^i  IS 
laid  to  have  been  Ibmetimes  uled 
with  benefit  even  in  thi  ^oui ;  a 
cloth  dipt  in  it  being  laid  on  the 
part.  It  is  fometimes  likewifo  di- 
rcdedto  be  taken  inwardly,  in  tihe 
fame  diforder,  as  alfo  in  nervous 
colics,  jaundices,  &c.  from  twenty 
to  Pfty  drops  or  moie;  though 
furely,  in  gouty  cafes,  the  iife  of 
opiate  medicines  requiiAes  great  f  a\i- 
tion.  One  grain  of  opii^m  is  con- 
.tained  in  about  ninety  drops  of 
the  balfam, 

LINJ3IENTUM  AMMONL'E  ; 

fo'T/'crly 

^INIMiEN'VUM  VOL.YTILE; 
Liniment  o/' Ammonia. 
r  Loud. 

Take  of 

Olive  oil,  one  yjice  and  a  half ; 
Water  of  ammonia,    half  an 
ounce. 

Cork  the  phial,  and  fliake  them 
together. 

The  ftronger  liniment  of  ammo- 
:  ia  of  the  jLondon  Pliarmacopoeia 
is  made  by  adding  water  of  ammo- 
•,nia  and  olive  oil,  of  each  half  an 
ounce,  to  the  foregoing  qna;itities. 

Oleum  ammoniatUxVi  • 
liximentum  volatile; 

Ammojtiatcd/  oil: 
Ed  in. 

Take  of 

Olive  oil,  tvyo  ounces  ; 
W  arer  of  cauflic  an'.monia,  two 
firams; 

iVIix  them,  fo  that  they  may  per- 
ff^^tlv  unite. 

: ; i'l'Tii i:.M a  volatile. 

da  tile  ebithem. 

Take  of 

Venice  or  common  turpentine. 
Water  of  ammonia, — eacli  equal 
T/ciglus. 


Stir  the  turpentine  hi  a  mortar, 
gradually  dropping  in  the  fpirit, 
until  they  unite  into  a  white 
mafs. 

The  three  foregoing  ^  are  very 
acrid,  Simulating  compoiitions,and 
are  principally  applied  afj^/iinji rhcit- 
manc  and  ifchiadic pains.    The  epi- 
them  was  formerly  made  of  a  ftiff'er 
confiftence,  and  more  adiiefive,  by 
an  addition  of  tacamahaca,  which 
is  here  judicioufly  omitted,  fince  it 
prevented  the  application  from  be- 
ing fo  expeditioufly  got  off  from 
the  part,   as   its   great  irritating 
power  hiade  fometimes  pecefiarv. 
SPIRITU'S  AMMONIiE ; ' 
fortneily-. 
gPIPvITUS  SALIS  AlVf^VIONI- 
ACI  DULCIS.' 
Spirit  Of  aiiiikonia. 

L,  ii. 

Take  fix  ounces  of  pot-aflij  foiir, 
ounces  of  fal  ammoniac,  and 
three  pints  6F  proof  fpirit  of 
wine.    Diftil  off,  with  a  gentle 
heat,  a  pint  and  a  half 
The  Edinburgh  College  orders 
four  pounds  of  proof  fpirit  to  the 
fame  quantity  of  the  above  ingre- 
dients, and  draw  off  two  poiinds  : 
this,  by  the  late  Pharmacopoeia  pf 
that  college,  was  named  Spiii/us 
fidis  amvioniaci  minofus. 

This  fpirit  has  comfe  fniTch  into 
eflcem,  both  as  a  medicine  and  a 
menflruum.  It  is  a  fphition  of  vo- 
latile fait  in  reftified  fpirit  of  wine  ; 
for  tiiough  proof  fpirit  be  made  ufe 
of,  its  phlegniatic  part  does  •  not 
arife  in  the  dillillation,  and  ferves 
only  to  facilitaie  the  afiioji  of  the 
pure  fpirit  iipon  the  ammoniacal 
fait.  Rectified  fpirit  of  wine  does 
not  difTolve  volatile  alkaline  falts  by 
fimple  mixture  :  on  the  contrary,  it 
precipitates  them,  as  has  been  al- 
ready obferved,  when  they  are  pre- 
viouOy  difTolvcd  in  water  :  but  bv 
the  prefent  jirocefs  a  confidcrable 
proportion  of  the  volatile  alkali  is 
Ee  4 
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combined  with  the  fpirit.  It  might 
perhaps,   for  fome  purpofes,  be 
more  advifable,  to  ufe  in  this  in- 
tention the  volatile  fpirit  made  with 
quicklime:  for  this  may  be  mixed 
•  at  once  with  reftificd  fpirit  of  wine, 
in  any  proportions,  without  the 
leaft  danger  of  any  feparation  of 
the  volatile  alkali. 
^PIRITUS  AMMONIA  FGETI- 
DUS; 
formerly 

^PIRITUS  'VOLATILIS  FCE- 
TIDUS. 
Fetid fpirit  of  ammoni(f. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Pot-afli,  a  pound  and  a  half; 

Sal  ammoniac,  one  pound; 

Afafoetida,  four  ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  fix  pints. 
Draw  off,  wi^h  a  gentle  heat,  five 

pints. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Spirit  of  ammonias,  eight  ouqces; 

Af,ifoetida,  half  an  ounce. 
Digeft  in  a  clofe  veflel  for  twelve 

hours,  and,  with  a  water  bath, 

diftil  eight  ounces. 

Thefe  are' defigned  as  antih\flrric!y 
and  are  undoab  edly  very  elej,ant 
ones.  Volatile  fpirits,  impregnated 
for  thefe  purpofes  with  different 
fetids,  have  been  ufually  kept  in 
the  fliops.  The  ingredient  here 
made  choice  of  is  the  beft  calcu- 
lated pf  any  for  general  iife,  and 
equivalent  in  virtue  to  them  all. 
Thp  fpirit  is  pale  when  newly  di- 
ftilled,  but  acquires  a  confiderable 
tinge  in  keeping. 

spir;tus  aMmoni.?:  com- 
positus.  l. 

formerly 

SpITITUS    yOLATILIS  ArOM.\- 

Ticys. 

Compound  Spirit  of  Ammonia. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Eflen(fc  of  IcmoM, 


EKTential  oil  of  cloves,— each  two 
drams  ; 

Spirit  of  ammonia,  one  quart. 
Mix  them. 

SPIRH'US  AMMONITE  ARO^ 
MATICUSj 
'vu'en 

SPIRITUS  VOLATILIS  OLEO, 
SUcJ,  rvuho  SALINUS 
AROMATICUS. 
F datlk  oily  fpirit.^  commonly  called 
falinc  aromatic  fpirit. 
Edinb, 

Take  of 

Pulcified  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 

eight  ounces  ; 
Effential  oil  of  rofemary,  one 

dr^m  and  a  half ; 
Eflencp  of  lemon -peel  one  dram. 
Mix,  that  the  oils  may  b,e  dif- 
folved. 

Volatile  falts,  thus  united  with 
aromatics,  are  not  only  more  agree- 
able in  flavour,  but  likewife  more 
acceptable  to  the  ftomach,  and 
lefs  acrimonious,  than  in  their  pure 
ftate.  Both  the  foregoing  com- 
pofitions  turn  out  excellent  ones, 
provided  the  oils  be  good.  Tiiedolc 
is  from  fix  drops  to  fixty  or  more. 
Spiritus  Volat^lis  Aromati- 
cus  extempor  aneus. 

Extemporaneous  nwlatile  aromatic 
fpirit. 

Take  of 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 

one  pint ; 
Effential  oil  of  Jamaic*  pepper, 
two  drams. 
Mix  them  together,  that  the  oil 
may  be  diffolved. 

Or, 

Take  of 

Spirit  of  wine,  highly  reftified. 
Spirit  of  fal  ammoniac, — each 

half  a  pint  ; 
Effential  oil  of  Jamaica  pepper, 
two  drains. 
Diffolve  the  oil  in  the  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  mix  this  folution  with  th 
fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac  :  a  white 
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coaoulum  will  be  Immediately 
formed,  which,  in  a  warm  place, 
foon  refolves  into  a  tranfparent 
liquor,  depofiting  a  quantity  of  a 
volatile  oily  fait. 

By  either  of  thefe  methods,  a 
volatile  oily  fpirit  may  be  made 
occalionally.  and  adapted,  at  plea- 
fure,  to  particular  purpofes,  by 
chafing  an  eflential  oil  proper  for 
the  intention.  Thus  in  h\Jleric;il 
il/orJtrs,  where  the  uterine  purga- 
tions a^e  deficieui^  a  preparation  of 
this  kind  made  with  the  oils  of 
rue,  favin,  penny-royal,  or  linii- 
lar.  plants,  proves  an  ufeful  reme- 
dy:— iox  iMtakncf!  of  the  Jiomach, 
oil  of  mint  may  be  taken  ; — where 
n  cephalic  is  required,  oil  of  marjo- 
ram, lavender,  or  rofcmary  ; — in 
coldnefs  znA  faintings,  oil  oftinna- 
mon; — in  cafes  of  flatulencies,  the 
oils  of  anifeed?  and  fweet  fennel 
feeds.  Thefc  lad  greatly  cover 
the  pungency  of  the  volatile  fpirit, 
and  render  it  fupportable  to  the 
palate.  The  fpirits  thus  made  by 
fimple  mixture,  are  no  wife  inf(^- 
rior,  in  medicinal  efficacy,  to  thole 
prepared  by  ditlillation,  though  the 
tinge,  which  they  receive  from  the 
oil,  -may  render  them  to  fome  per- 
fons  lefs  fightly. 


SriRITUS   VOLATILIS  SUCC4KA,- 
TUS. 

Succinated  volatile  fpirit. 
Take  of 

Re^lificd  oil  of  amber,  one  fcru- 

ple  by  weight; 
Alcohol,  one  ounce; 
Water  of  pure  ammonia,  four 

ounces ; 
Soap,  ten  grains. 
Digeft  the  foap  and  oil  of  amber 
in  the  alcohol,  until  they  are 
diffolved  ;  then  add  the  water  of 
pure  ammonia,  and  mix  them  by 
lhaking. 

This  compofition  is  extremely 
penetrating,  and  has  come  into 
cfleem,  particularly  for  fnielling 
to  in  lorMiieffes  and  fainiings,  un- 
der the  name  of  Ran  de^  luce ; 
and  alfo  given  fometimes  internally 
as  a  powerful  ftimulant  and  dia- 
phoretic, to  adults,  from  fifteen 
drops  to  fixty,  on  the  fudden  fub- 
fiding  of  exanthemata,  and  reced- 
ing of  arthritic  appearances  from 
the  extremities.  It  is  not  quite 
limpid,  for  the  oil  of  amber  dif- 
folves  only  imperfe£fly  in  the  fpi- 
rit. If  the  volatile  fpirit  be  not 
exceedingly  ftrong,  fcarcely  any  of 
the  oil  will  be  imbibed. 


SECT.  IV. 
Acid  Spirits. 


ACIDUM  VITRIOLICUM  ; 

Vitriolic  acid. 
Called  formerly 

SPIRITUS  Et   OLEUM  Vf- 
TRIOLI. 

THIS  acid  was  formerly  obtain- 
ed by  d;ft:llatir>n  from  vitriol 
of  iron  ;  but  is  now  produced  by 
toaibuftion  of  fulphur.     In  this 


operation  there  are  three  condi- 
tions requifite. 

Vital  air  muft  be  prefent  to 
maintain  the  combuftion  ;  the  vef- 
fel  mufl:  be  clofe  to  prevent  the 
efcape  of  the  volatile  matter  which 
rifes;  and  water  muft  be  prefent 
to  imbibe  it. 

For  thefe  purpofes  a  mixtuie 
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*^'ith  eight  parts  of  fnlpluir  with 
one  of  nitre  is  placed  in  a  proper 
veliel,  inclofed  within  a  chamber 
of  confulerable  fize,, lined  on  ail 
Mis  with  Ibad,  and  covered  at 
bottom  with  a  fhallow  llratnm  of 
water.  The  mixture  being  fet  on 
lire,  and  fluit  up,  will  bilra  for  a 


crs.  Its  effects  are  propagated  oyer 
the  fyftem,  hence  it  is  recom- 
mended as  very  efficacious  in 
paffinte  baviorrha^es.,  ^Irrts^  and  f,-- 
vcis  nf  thi-  typhoin  kind.  It  is  like- 
wife  adminiltered  infernally  in  tlie 
ifch,  and  other  chronical  eruptions  { 
and  when  given  to  nurfes,  is  faid 


confiderable-time,  by  virtue  of  the,  to  cure  both  tllemfeives  and  their 


fupj)ly  of  vital  air  which  nitre 
gives  out  when  heated ;  and  the 
water,  imbibing  the  fuiphureous 
vapours,  becomes  gradually  more 
and  more  acid,  after  repeated  coni- 
bufiions,  and  the  acid  is  afterwards 
concentrated  by  diflillation-. 

Pure  vitriolic  acid  is  colourlefsj 
and  emits  no  furhes;  Its  fpecific 
gravity  to  that  of  water  isj  ss 
"1850  to  1000.  It  itrongly  at- 
trads  water,  which  it  imbibes  from 
the  atmofphere  very  rapidly,  and 
in  large  quantities, '  if  fufFered  to 
remain  in  an  open  vefTel.  If  it 
be  mixed  with  water  it  produces 
an  inllantaneous  heat,  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  febuUition.  Its 
action  upon  all  eai-ths,  except  the 
lllicious  ;  iiporl  alkaline  falts ; 
upon  many  metals  j  and  almort 
ievery  other  combuftible  fubfbnce 
5s  very  flrong  ;  and  in  fine  pof- 
fefles  the  general  properties  of 
acids  in  an  eminent  degree. 

Vitriolic  acid  is  ufed  exter- 
nally, in  the  itch,  and  other  eru'p-- 
tions,  alfo  as  an  irritant,  and  ru- 
befacient in  local  palfy,  and  rhrii- 
vtatif/K,  ia  form  of  an  ^unguent, 
by  adding  to  a\iy  mild/  ointment 
one  eighth  part  of  the  'acid.  In- 
ternally it  has  been  propofcd 
.?is  a  folvent  .for  the  human  calculus, 
diluted  with  water ;   becaufe  ou 
that  fubflance  it  fliows  confider- 
^ble  aftion  out  of  the  body.    It  is 
.much  ufed  in  jnorhitl  acidilv,  rc- 
laxaticv,  and  '•Mcalnefs  of  the  flo- 
vtach,  not  only  an  account  of  its 
checking  fermentation  ;  but  as  it 
pofl"i;flcs  tojiic  and  aftyingcnt  pow- 


children.  With  ardent  fpirits,  al- 
kaline falts,  and  different  metallic 
fiibftanees,  &c.  it  forms  a  variety 
of  medicinal  compofitions,  of 
which  we  fliall  have  occafion  to 
treat  in  the  fucceeding  part  of  tiiis 
work. . 

,    ACIDUIVr  VlTRlOLICUxM 
.'i.  DILUTpM  ; 
■*>     former  Iv 
SPlltltUS  VlTRIOU 
.•  TENUIS.  . 
Diluted  vitriolic  acid. 
Loud, 

Take  of 

Vitriolic  acid,  one   ounce  by 
weight ; 

Diftilled  water^    eight  ounces 
by  weight. 
Mix  them  by  degrees. 

In  the  Edinburgh  -  Pharmaco- 
poeia, one  part  of  the  vitriolic  acid 
is  ordered  to  be  mixed  \\\\.\\  fevea 
of  water. 

This  is  inferted  by  the  London 
college  as  being  fuppofed  ca[)able 
o-f.anfwering  every  falutary  advan- 
tage expedled  from  the  elixir  vi- 
trioli  acidum,  which  is  therefore 
rejected  fr^m  their  Difpenfatorvj 
though  it  is  retained  by  the  Edin- 
burgh under  the  following  ti^Ie  : 
ACIDUM  VITRTOLI  ARO-^ 
MATiCUM. 
Aromatic  acid  of  i-iitioh 
Edinh. 

Take  of 

Rcifiified    fpirit  bf  wine, 
pounds; 

Vitriolic  acid,  fix  ounces. 
Drop  the  acid  into  the  fpirit 

dually  J  digeft  the  mixture  with 


two 


ora~ 


.p.  VlIT: 


n  verv  gentle  beat  in  a  vellcl 
afe  covered,  tor  three  days  j 
iiibMi  acid 

Cintiamonj  one  ounce   and  a 
halt"; 

Gins;er,  one  ounce. 
iLet  thefe  be  dwrdn  digefted^  in  a 
'aic  veiTel,  tor  (ix\i:us;  then 
;ter  through  paper  put  within 
a;lais  funnel. 

ACIDUM  NITEOSUM; 
fornnrl^ 

>>PIRITUS  NITRI  GLAUDERI; 
Nitrous  aciil. 
LorJ. 

"Fake  of  ^ 
]\irif]ed  nitre,  fixty  ounces; 
.  itriolic  acid,  by  weight,  tvven-- 

tv-aine  ounces. 
The  Ipecific  gravity  of  this  is  to 
weight  of  water  as  1550  to 

.  and  diftil  them  cautioudy  and 
adually    together,     under  a 
..nimney  ;   and  then  diftil,  at 
hrft  with  fi  gentle,  and  after- 
wards with  a  Itronger  heatj 
Rdinh. 

iPut  two  pounds  of  nitre  i«to  a 
glafs  retort ;  and  add  by  degrees 
one   pound   of  vitriolic  acid. 
^)irtii  in  a  fand  heat,  gradually 
crtafed,  till  the  iron  ifcyid-pot 
ecomes  of  a  dull  red  colour. 
;  the  acid  and  nitre  are  mixed 
1  this  way,  the  mixture  fliould 
e  made  under  a  chimney,  that 
e  operator  may  avoid  the  red 
orrofiTre  fumes  which  rile  very 
>piou{]y,   and   are  extremely 
pL-rniciou.s.    The  vapours  fepa- 
!     rated  during  the  mixing  of  the 
icrous  acid  and  v/ater,  are  the 
-rnisnenlly  elaftic  fluid,  called 
.  troui  acid  air,  which  is  delete- 
I    r.oi:::  to  animal  life. 
'     f  i  f  i. is  procefij  tiie  vitriolic  acid 
hat.of  the  nitrc,  in  red  cor- 
A  jiound  of  vi- 
!7ii  ient  to  expel  all 
acia  Irom  abot'.t  two  pounds 


of  nitrous  nitre,,  not  from  more: 
Some  direct  equal  parts  of  the 
two.  The  acid,  in  either  cale,  is 
in  quality  the  fame  ;  the  dilference 
in  this  rcfpeft  alVe(?Hng  only  the 
rtfiduum.  When  two  pans  of 
nitre  are  taken  to  one  of  vitriolic 
acid,  the  remaining  alkaline  balls 
of  the  nitre  is  completely  faturated 
with  the  vitriolic  acid,  and  the  re- 
fult  is  a  neutral  lait,  the  fame  with 
miirinlaicd  tartar.  If  more  nitre  be 
ufed,  a  part  of  the  nitre  in  fub- 
ilance  w  ill  remain  blended  with 
this  vitriolated  fait  :  if  lefs  nitre,  it 
cannot  afford  alkali  enough  to  fa- 
turate  the  vitriolic  acid,  and  th^ 
refiduum  will  be  not  a  neutral  faltj 
but  a  very  acid  one.  In  this  laffc 
cafe  there  is  one  convenience ;  the 
acid  fait  beiUg  readily  diffcluble  in 
water,  fo  as  to  be  got  out  without  • 
breaking  the  retortj  which  the 
others  are  not. 

The  acid  of  nitre  is  next  in 
ftrength  to  the  viaiolic,  and  diii 
lodf^eS  all  but  that  from  alkaline 
falts  or  earths.  //  d'lf^ers  from  all 
the  other  acids  in  deflagrating  ivith 
inflammable  matters.  If  a  folutiou 
of  any  inflammable  fubfiance,  as 
hartHiorn,  &c;  in  this  acid  be  fet 
to  evaporate,  as  fbon  as  the  mat-  >, 
ter  approaches  to  drynefs,  a  vio- 
lent detonation  enfues.  The  chief 
ufe  of  this  acid  is  as  a  menftruum 
for  certain  minerals,  and  as  the 
bafis,  of  fome  partictilar  prepara- 
tions.. It  has  been  givei\  likcwife, 
diluted  with  any  convenient  vehi- 
cle, as  a  diuretic,  from  ten  to  fifty- 
drops. 

ACIDUIVI  NITROSUM 
.DILUTUM. 

.Dilute  nitrous  acid. 
L.  E. 

Take  of 

Nitrous  acid, 

Witter,  or  difiilled  water, — :cach 
egual  weights. 
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Mix  them,  but  be  careful  to  avoid 
the  tiimes. 

ACIDUM  MURIATICUM; 

formerly 
SriRITUS  SALlS  MARINI 
GLAUBERI. 
Muriatic  acid. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Dried  fea  fait,  ten  pounds  ; 
Vitriolic  acid,  fix  pounds  ; 
Water,  five  pounds. 

Mix  the  vitriolic  acid  with  the  wa- 
ter, and  add  by  degrees  the  mix- 
ture  to  the  fait ;  then  diflil. 
The  fpecific  gravity  of  this  is  to 

that  of  diftilled  water  as  1170  to 

1000. 

Edinh. 

Take  of 

Sea  fait,  two  pounds  ; 
Vitriolic  acid. 

Water, — of  each  one  pound. 
Firfl:  let  the  fea  fait  be  put  into  a 
pot,  and  brought  to  a  red  heat 
by  fire,  that  tlie  oily  folder  may 
be  deftroyed  ;  then  place  it  in  a 
retort.  JVIix  the  acid  with  the 
water,  And  after  the  mixture  has 
become  cold,  pour  it  upon  the 
fea  fait.    Laftly  diltil,  from  a 
fand-bath,  with  a  moderate  fii  e, 
fo  long  as  any  acid  comes  over. 
The  mixture  fliould  be  put  to 
the  fait  under  a  chimney,  as  the 
muriatic  acid,  which  immediately 
appears   in    the   form   of  white 
fumes,  ought  to  be  avoided,  be- 
caufe  they  are  injurious. 
->In  this  procefs  the  marine  acid 
is  difengnged  from  its  faliue  bafis 
by  the  vitriolit  acid  ;  with  which 
bafis  the  vitriolic  acid  itfelf  unites, 
and  forms^the  natron  vitriolatum. 

The  muriatic  acid  arifes,  not  in 
red  fumes  like  the  nitrous,  but  in 
white  ones.  The  addition  of  wa- 
ter is  more  necefiary  here  than  in 
the  foregoing  procefs  ;  the  mu- 
riatic vapours  being  fo  volatile,  as 
fcarce  to  condenfe  without  fonie 
adventitious  humidity.    The  oil  of 


vitriol  is  mod  conveniently  mixed 
with  the  water  in  an  earthern  or 
ftone-ware  vefftl:  for  unlefs  the 
mixture  be  made  very  flowlv,  it 
grows  fo  hot  as  to  endanger  break- 
ing a  glafs  one. 

The  fpirit  of  fca  fait  is  the- 
weaktft  of  the  mineral  acids,  but 
ftronger  than  any  of  the  vegetable. 
It  requires  a  greater  fire  to  diflil  it 
than  that  of  nitre,  yet  is  more 
readily  diffipatcd  by  the  aftion  of 
the  air.  It  is  ufed  chiefly  as  a 
menllruum  for  the  making  of  other 
preparations.  Sometimes  likewife 
it  is  given,  properly  diluted,  as  an 
antipblngijiic^  aperient,  and  diuretic, 
from  ten  to  fixty  or  feventy  drops. 

In  this  place  ill  the  former  Phar- 
macopoeia fucceeded  the  different 
kinds  of  aqua  fortis,  which  were 
nothing  more  than  modes  for  pro- 
curing an  impure  nitrous  acid, 
unfit  for  medicinal  purpofes.  It 
has  therefore  been  thought  pro- 
pei-,  in  imitation  of  the  London 
and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  to 
lupply  their  places  with  the  aci- 
duin  mitrofum  and  aciJum  nitrofum 
dilutum,  which  are  truly  the  aqua 
fortis  duplex;  and  tenuis,  in  a 
much  purer  ilate,  and  better  adapt- 
ed for  any  purpofes  to  which  iheir 
application  might  be  necefiary. 
ACIDUM  ACETOSUjNL 

JlcetCus  acid. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Verdigreafe  in  coarfc  powder, 
two  pounds. 

Dry  it  perfedly  by  means  of  a 
water-bath  faturated  with  fea 
fait  ;  then  diflil  it  in  a  fiind- 
bath ;  and  afterwards  re-diftil 
the  liquor. 

Its  fpecific  gravity  is  to  that  of 
diftilled  water  as  1050  to  1000. 

Though  by  this  procefs,  con- 
duced with  attention,  it  is  allow- 
ed that  the  acid  is  acquired  in  its 
moft  concentrated  Ante,  fliil  it  is 
fuppofed  by  fome  that  it  retains  « 


'  Oiap.  VIIT.  -^cid  i 

portion  of  verdigris ;  and  hence  its 
ufe  has  in  a  great  degree  bren  pre- 
vented. The  quantity,  however, 
of  the  verdigris,  if  r.uy,  is  ib  very 
minute,  that  it  cannot  be  at  all 
injurious  to  animal  life,  and  there- 
fore it  i«  faid  to  be  of  little  confe- 
quence,  efpecially  as  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  other  medicines,  the  cop- 
per may  often  be  feparated  by  fu- 
perior  chemical  affinity.  If  though 
acetous  acid  be  required  perfcflly 
pure,  and  without  the  leaft  foreign 
admixture,  it  may  be  procured  by 
diltilling  it  from  the  kali  acctatum 
inftead  of  verdigris.  Or  concen- 
trated vinegar  may  be  acquired 
bv  freezing  white  wine  vinegar  in 
a  wooden  veflel  in  cold  winter 
weather,  and  returning  the  .Huid 
in  the  middle  feparated  from  the 
ice;  uhich  may  be  confidered  fi;f- 
ficientlv  ftrong  if  one  dram  of  it 
be  capable  of  faturating  a  fcruple 
©f  prepared  kali. 

AQUA  AERIS  FIXI. 
Aerated  water. 
Let  fpring  watei-  be  faturatcd  with 
fixed  air,  or  aerial  acid,  arifing 
from  a  foliition  of  chalk  in  vi- 
triolic acid,  or  in  any  fimilar 
acid.  Water  may  alfo  be  impreg- 
nated by  this  air  arifing  from 
fermenting  liquor. 
When  this  water  is  properly  im- 
pregr»ated  with  the  aerial  acid,  it 
h:i5  an  agreeable  quick  acidulous 
"-.t;  which  impregnation  is  eafily 
^  ;rformed  by  a  fimple  apparatus 
■contrived  by  Dr.  Nooth,    It  has 
late  been  confidered  as  a  medi- 
■e  of  great  utilit/  in  all  putrid 
cf,  taken  internally,  or  admi- 
xiiftered  by  way   of  givfters;  in 
y:orm  ca/es  ;  and  in  grai  elly  cnni- 
plaints ;  alfo   in  con.plaint!   of  the 
fiomach  taken  as  common  drink. 
In  order  to  procure  the  adion  of 
fixed  air  upon  the  fiomach,  fif- 
teen grains  of  the  fixed  vegetable 
or  mineral  acid  is  difiblved  in  wa- 
ter, and  drank  immediately  ;  aft^r 


which  a  fnfScient  quantity  of  ve- 
getable acid,  or  dilute  vitriolic  acid, 
mixed  with  water,  as  will  neutralifc 
the  alkali,  is  taken  immediately  af- 
terwards ;  hence  a  fermentation 
takes  place,  the  alVial  acid  is  fet  at 
liberty  to  produce  its  effect.  In- 
deed, the  Pyrmont,  Seltzer,  and 
fome  of  the  waters  are  fuppofed  to 
acquire  their  efficacy  from  the  fixed 
air  with  which  they  are  impreg- 
nated. 

If  iron  wires  are  fufpended  in 
this  water  till  the  w'-ater  is  fully 
fatiirated  with  the  metal,  an  arti- 
ficial chalybeate  water  is  pro- 
duced ;  and,  indeed,  fimple  water, 
by  the  affiftancc  of  this  atiiial  acid, 
becomes  a  meiiftruum  for  different 
metallic  and  earthy  fublbnces ; 
but  then  the  water  lofes  its  pro- 
perties of  aerated  water,  and  parti- 
cipates of  thofe  which  belong  to 
the  bafis  with  which  it  is  unit- 
ed, fonning  different  metallic  or 
earthy  falts  in  a  dilute  ftate. 

ACETUM  DISTILLATUM- 
Dijlillcd  vinegar, 
Lorid. 

Take  of 

,  Vinegar,  five  pints;,. 
Difiil  with  a  gentle  heat  in  glals 
vefiels  as  long  as  the  drops 
fall  free  from  an  empyreun^a. 
If  fome  part  of  the  fpirit  which 
comes  over  firft  be  thrown  awav, 
the  reft  will  be  the  ftrongi;r. 
Editih. 

Put  eight  pounds  of  the  beft  vine- 
gar into  ^iafs  velfel.  Let  the 
two  pounds  which  firft  come 
over,  be  thrown  away,  as  they 
contain  too  much  water ;  the 
four  pounds  which  next  follow 
will  be  thediftilled  vinegar,  to  be 
kept  for  ufe-,  what  remains  is  a 
ftroiigcracid,  but  too  much  burnt 
with  the  fire. 

This  procefs  may  be  performed 
either  in  a  common  flill  with  it-s 
head,  or  in  a  retort.  The  better 
kltids  of  wiiie  vinegar  fliould  be 
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p^adeiifcof:  thofe  prepared  frqiri 
mak  liquors,  however  fijie  and  clear 
they  may  feem  to  be,  contain  a 
large  quai'itity  of  a  vifcous  fub- 
llance,  as  appears  from  the  flirni- 
nefs  and  ropinefs  to  which  they 
are  very  much  fubjeft ;  this  not 
only  hinders  the  acid  parts  from 
arifing  freely,  but  likewife  is  a])t  to 
make  the  vinegar  boil  over  into 
the  recipient,  and  at  the  fame  time 
difpofcs  it  to  receive  a  difagrec- 
able  inipreffion  from  the  fire.  And 
indeed,  with  the  befl:  kind  of  vine- 
gar, if  the  diliillation  be  carried 
on  to  any  great  length,  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  avoid  an  em- 
pyreuma.    The   belt  method  of 
preventing  this  inconvenience  is, 
if  a  retort  be  made  life  pf,  to  place 
the  fand  but  a  little  way  up  its 
fides,  find  when  fomewhat  more 
than  half  the  liquor  is  come  over, 
to  pour  on  the  remainder  a  quan- 
tity of  freQi  vinegar,  equal  to  that 
of  the  liquor  drawn'  'otf.  This 
may   be  repeated   three  or  four 
times  ;  'the  viilegar  fupplied  at  each 
time  being  p^cvioufly  made  hot. 
The  addition  of  cold  liquor  would 
not  only  prolong  the  operation, 
but  alfo  endanger  breaking  the  re- 
tort.   If  the  common  ftill  be  em- 
ploved,  it  ftiould  likewife  be  occa- 
fioiially  fupplied  with  fre(h  vine- 
gar,  in   proportion  as  the  fpirit 
runs  off;  and  this  continued,  until 
the  procefs  can  be  conveniently 
carried  no  further.    The  diftilled 
fpirit  muft  be  rectified  by  a  fecond 
diflillation  in  a  retort,   or  glafs 
alembic  j   for    though    the  head 
and  receiver  be  of  glafs  or  ftone- 
ware,   the  acid  will   contra£t  a 


metallic  taint  from  the  pewter 
worm. 

The  refiduum  of  this  procefs  is 
commonly  thrown  away  as  ufelefs, 
though,  if  Ikilfully  managed,  it 
mjgiit  be  made  to  turn  to  good  ac- 
count; the  moff  acid  pasts  of  the 
vinegar  itiil  remaining  in  it.  Mix- 
ed with  about  three  times  its 
weight  of  fine  dry  fand,  and  com- 
mitted to  diftillation  in  a  retort, 
with  a  well-regulated  fire,  it  yield5 
an  exceeding  ftrong  acid,  fpirit  ; 
together  with  an  empyreumatic 
oil,  \vhich  taints  the  fpirit  with  a 
difagreeable  odour.  This  acid  is, 
neverthelefs,  without  any  reftifica- 
tion,  better  for  fome  purpofes  (as 
a  little  of  it  vrill  go  a  great  way) 
than  the  pure  fpirit  ;  particularly 
for  making  the  kali  acetatum  of 
the  London  Difpenfatory ;  for 
there  the  oily  matter,  on  which  its 
ill  flavour  depends,  is  burnt  out  by 
the  calcination. 

The  fpiiit  of  vinegar  is  a  piirer 
and  ftronger  acid  than  vinegar  it- 
felf,  with  which  it  agrees  iii  other 
refpeifcs.  The  medical  virtues  of 
thefe  liquors  may  be.feen  in  the 
Mathria  INIedica  under  the  ar- 
ticle AciiTUM.  Their  principal  dif- 
ferencG-froni  the  mineral  acids  eo"!!- 
filrs  in  their  being  miUa;  lefs  Jri- 
muJat'uigi  lefs  tlifpoj'ed  to  aj^eSl  .'/c 
kifincfs,  and  projitote  the  urinary  fv- 
crctiotu,  or  to  coagulate  the  attbiiai 
juices.  The  matter,  left  after  the 
diflillation  in  glajs  vedels,  though 
not  ufcd  in  mectitine,  would  doubt- 
lefs  prove  a  ferv  ice-tble  tietergent.^ 
fapouaccous  aci,i;  and  in  this  iigh:- 
it  ffands  recomnicndcd  by  Bee;,-, 
haa  ve. 
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SECT.  V. 

CoMblKATION  OF  AciD  WITH  ViNOUS  SPIRITS. 


ALL  the  mineral  acids,  on  be- 
ing mixed  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
raife.  a  great  ebullition  and  heat, 
it  the  acid  be  in  fmall  quantity,  it 
unites  intimately  with  the  vinous 
fpirit,  lb  as  to  rife  with  it  in  diftil- 
:;on.    The  tafic,  and  all  the  cha- 
racters of  acioily,  are  dellroycd  5^ 
and  the  mixture  acquires  a  grateful 
flavour,  which  neither  of  the  in- 
gredients had  before. 
SPIRITUS  J-:TH£RIS  VITRI- 
OLICJ; 
J'oi  mei  iy 

SPIRITUS  \  ITRIOLI  DUL- 
CIS. 

spirit  of  i-itriolic  tellier, 
Lond. 

T.ke  reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  vitri- 
olic acid,  of  each  one  pound. 
.  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia, 
one  part  of  vitriolic  ather  is  or- 
dered to  be  mixed  with  two  parts 
of  fpirit,"?>f  wine,  which  forms 
the  compofition.  In  performing 
the  procefs  of  the  London  Phar- 
macojiocia,  the  acid  is  ordered  to 
be  poured  to  the  fpirit  by  a  little 
at  a  time,  and  mixed  by  fhaking; 
then  the  fpirit  of  vitriolic  sether 
to  be  diftilled  by  a  flow  fire,  into 
a  tubulated  receiver,  to  which  an- 
other recipient  is  fixed,  until  fnl- 
phureous  vapours  begin  to  arife 
from  the  retort. 

if  another  receiver  be  taken,  and 
c  difliliatioii  continued,  a  fmall 
i-ortion  of  the  oil  of  wine  will  come 
over,  which  may  be  kept  for  ufe. 

The  diftiiia'.ion  fliould  be  per- 
formed with'  an  equable  and  very 
gentle  heat,  and  not  continued  fo 
jo'irr  as  till  a  black  froth  begins  £0 
aj'ptar  :  for,, before  this  time,  a  li- 
quor, will  arifc  of  a  very  different 


nature  from  "the  fpirit  here  intend~- 
ed.  The  fcveral  produds  are  mofl 
commodiouOy  kept  apart  by  ufing 
a  tubulated  receiver,  fo  placed,  that 
its  pipe  may  cpnvey  the  matter 
which  fliallcome  over,  into  a  phial 
fet  underneath  :  the  junfture  of  the 
retort  ahd  recipient  is  to  be  luted 
with  a  pafte  made  of  linfeed  meal, 
and  further  fecured  by  a  piece  of 
•wet  bladder:  the  lower  juncture 
may  be  clofed  only  with  fome  foft 
wax,  that  the  phial  may  be' occa- 
lionally  removed  with  cafe. 

The  true  dulcified  fpirit  arifes  in 
thin  fubtile  vapours,  which  con- 
.  denle  upon  the  fides  of  the  reci- 
pient in  ftraight  ftriae.  It  is  co- 
lourlefs  as  water,  very  volatile,  in- 
flammable, of  an  extremely  fragrant 
fmell,  in  tafte  fomewhat  aromatic. 

After  the  fire  has  been  kept  up 
for  fome  tiriie,  white  furnes  arife, 
which  either  form  irregular  frria;,- 
or  are  collefted  into  larije  round 
drops  like  oil.  On  the  firll  appear- 
ance of  thefe,  the  phial  (cr.the're- 
ceiver,  if  a  common  one  be  made 
ufe  of)  mufl  be  taken  away.  .If 
another  be  fubrtituled,-  and  the  di- 
ftillation  continued,  au  acid  liquor 
comes  over,  of  an  exceeding  pun- 
gent fmell,  like  the  fnmes  of  burn- 
,ing  brimfiione-.  At  length  a  black 
froth  begins  haflily  to  arife,  and 
prevents  our  carrying  the  procefs 
further. 

On  the  furface  of  the  fuiphure- 
ous  fpirit  is  found  fwimming  a 
fmall  quantity  of  oil,  of  a  ii_.;ht 
yellow  colour,  a  flrong,  penetiat- 
ing,  and  very  agrctabic  fniolL 
This  oil  feems  to  be  ne.irly  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  eHeiUml  oils 
of  vegetables,    It  readiiy  and  ta- 
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tally  diflt)lves  in  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  communicates  to  a  large 
quantity  of  that  menftruiim  the 
tafle  and  fniell  of  the  aromatic  or 
dukified  fpirit. 

The  matter  remaining  after  the 
diftillation  is  of  a  dark  blackifli  co- 
lour, and  Piill  liighly  acid.  Treat- 
ed with  frefli  .fpirit  of  wine,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  before,  it  yields  the 
fame  produftions  ;  till  at  length, 
all  the  acid  that  remains  unvolati- 
lifed  being  infatiated  with  the  in- 
flammable oily  matter  of  the  fpirit, 
the  compound  proves  a  bitumi- 
nous, fulphureous  mafs  ;  which,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire  in  open  veiTels, 
readily  burns,  leaving  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  fixt  allies ;  in  clofe 
ones,  explodes  with  violence ;  and 
with  fixt  alkaline  falts,  formal  a 
compound,  nearly  fimilar  to  one 
compofed  of  alkalies  and  fulphur. 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol  has 
been  for  fome  time  greatly  efteem- 
ed  both  as  a  menftruum  and  a  me- 
dicine. It  diflblves  fome  refinous 
and  bituminous  fubftances  more 
readily  than  fpirit  of  wine  alone, 
and  extrafts  elegant  tindlures  from 

fundrv  vegetables.   As  a  medicine, 
*        *  li- 
lt promotes  perfpiration  and  the  urt- 

nary  fecretion^  expels  flatulencies,  and 
in  many  cafes  abates  fpafmodic  Jlric- 
tures,  cafes  pains,  and  procures  Jleep. 
The  dofe  is  from  ten  to  eighty  or 
ninety  drops  in  any  convenient  ve- 
hicle.   It  is  not  elTentially  different 
from  the  celebrated  anodyne  liquor 
of  Hotfman  ;  to  which  it  is,  by  the 
author  himfelf,  not  imfrequently 
dirc(!^cd  as  a  fuccedaneum. 
^THER  VITRIOLICUS; 
formerly 
VITRIOLIC  ^TIIER. 

Land. 

Xake  of 

Spirit  of  vitriolic  asther,  two 
pound  ; 

Water  of  pure  kali,  one  ounce. 
Shake  'them  together,  and  diftil  by 
a  gentle  heat.  , 


Edin^ 

Take  of 

Redified  fpirit  of  wine; 

Vitriolic  acid, — of  each,  thirl  v 
two  ounces. 
Liquor   anodynus  mineralij 

HoFFMANNI. 

Hofffnan^s  mineral  anodyne  liquor. 
Into  half  a  pound  of  concentrated 
oil  of  vitriol,  placed  in  a  large 
glafs  retort,  pour  by  little  and  lit- 
tle, through  a  long-flemmed  fun- 
nel, one  pint  and  a  half  of  high- 
ly reftified  fpirit  of  wine.  Stop 
the  mouth  of  the  retort,  digcft 
for  fome  days,  and  then  diftill 
with  a  very  gentle  htat.  At 
firli  a  fragrant  fpirit  of  wine 
willarifc;  and  aftfrr  it,  a  more 
fragrant  volatile  fpirit,  to  be 
caught  in  a  frefli  receiver.  The 
receiver  being  again  changed, 
a  fulphureous,  volatile,  acid 
phelgm  co.mes  over;  and  at 
length  a  fweet  oil  o/'  vitriol,  which 
fliould  be  immediately  feparattd, 
lefl  it  be  abforbed  by  the  phlegm. 
Mix  the  firft  and  fecond  fpiriis 
together,  and  in  two  ounces  of 
this  mixture  diflblve  twelve  drops 
of  the  fweet  oil.  If  the  liquor 
has  any  fulphureous  fmell.  re-di^ 
flill  it  from  a  little  fait  of  tartar. 
Parif 

Whether -this  be  the  exaft  prepa-i 
ration,  fo  much  recommended  and 
fo  often  prefcribed  by  Hoffman,  as 
an  anodyne  and  antifpafmodic,  we 
cannot  determine.  We  learn  from 
his  own  writings,  that  his  anodyne 
liquor  was  compofed  of  the  dulcifi- 
ed fpirit  of  vitriol,  and  the  aromatic 
oil  which  arifes  after  it;  but  not  ia 
what  proportions  he  mixed  them 
together.  The  college  of  VVif- 
temberg  feem  to  think  that  all  the 
oil  was  mixed  with  all  the  fpirit  ob- 
tained in  one  operation,  without  re» 
gard  to  the  precife  quantities. 
Aqua  Rabklliana; 
Eau  dc  Reiel. 
Tike  four  ounces  of  Qil  of  vitriol, 
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and  twelve  ounces  of  retfl^itied 
fpirit  of  wine.    Pour  the  vinous 
fpirit  gradually  into  the  acid,  and 
digeft  in  a  dole  niati  afs.  Pi'i  if. 
This  liquor  has  been  greatly  ce- 
lebrated in  France  as  a  rcliringenr, 
and  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the 
dulcified  fpirit;  from  which  it  dif-, 
fers  in  having  a  confiderable  aci- 
dity. 

in  making  the  vitriolic  Eutber, 
the  following  diredions  fhould  be 
carefully  obferved  : 
Pour  the  fpirit  into  a  glafs  retort, 
that  will  bear  the  fudden  heat, 
and  pour  the  acid,  in  an  uniform 
ftream,  upon  it.  Mix  them  gra- 
dually and  cautioufly  together, 
by  gently  and  frequently  fliaking 
the  retort ;  and  immediately  di- 
fiil  by  a  fand-heat,  prepared  be- 
fore-hand for  that  purpofe,  the 
recipient  being  placed  in  a  veffel 
of  fnow  or  water.  The  fire 
fliould  be  fo  regulated  that  the 
liquor  may  boil  as  foon  as  poOi- 
ble,  and  continued  to  boll  till  fix- 
teen  ounces  are  diftilled,  when 
the  retort  is  to  be  removed  from 
the  fand. 

To  the  diftilled  liquor  add  two 
drams  of  the  ftronger  coirimon  cau- 
ftic ;  and  diftil  again,  from  a  very 
high  retort,  with  a  very  gentle  fire, 
the  recipient  being  placed  as  before 
in  a  refrigeratory.  Continue  the 
diftillation  till  ten  ounces  are  drawn 
oif. 

To  the  arid  in  the  report,  after 
the  diftillation,  if  you  pour  fixteen 
ounces  of  rectified  fpi  it  of  wine, 
and  repeat  the  diftillation,  at  laft 
thejEther  will  be  obtained  ;,and  this 
procefs  may  be  repeated  feveral 
times. 

The  preparation  of  this  lingular 
fluid  was  formerly  confined  to  few 
hands;  for  though  feveral  procefTes 
liave  b^en  publiftied  for  obtaining 
it,  the  fuccefs  of  moft  of  them  is 
precarious,  and  fome  of  them  are 
accompanied  with  danger  to  the  o- 


perator.  It  has  been  uAial  to  di- 
reift  the  heat  to  be  kept  up  till  a 
black  froth  begins  to  appear;  but 
if  it  is  managed  as  above  diredfed, 
the  quantity  of  a  ther  which  the  li- 
quor can  afford  will  be  formed  and 
drawn  off  before  this  fulphureous 
froth  appears.  The  cauftic  alkali  is 
to  engage  any  uncombined  vitriolic 
acid,  which  may  be  prcfent  in  the 
firft  diftilled  liquor,  without  receiv- 
ing a  fermentation  vvfiich  the  mild 
alkali  would  occafion,  and  endanger 
the  burfting  of  the  veflels.  Indeed, 
without  care,  this  danger  attends 
the  whole  of  the  procefs. 

iEther  or  aethereal  fpirit  is  the 
lighteft,  moft  volatile,  and  inflam- 
mable, of  all  known  liquids.  It  is 
lighter  than  the  moft  highly  refti- 
fied  fpirit  of  wine,  in  the  proportion 
of  about  feven  to  eight.  A  drop,  let 
fall  on  the  hand,  evaporates  almoft 
in  an  inflant,  fcarcely  rendering 
the  part  moift.  It  mixes  only  in  a 
fmall  quantity,  with  water,  fpirit  of 
wine,  alkaline  lixivia,  volatile  alka- 
line fpririts,  or  acids;  but  is  a 
pozverful  di//olvent,  for  oils,  balfams^ 
reftis,  and  olher  analogous  fiibjiances . 
It  has  a  fragrant  odour,  which  iii 
confequence  of  the  volatility  of  the 
fluid,  is  diffufed  through  a  large 
fpace.  It  has  often  been  found  to 
give  eafe  in  violent  head-achs,  by  be- 
ing applied  externally  to  the  part, 
and  to  relieve  the  tooih-acli,  by  being 
laid  on  the  afflifted  jaw.  It  has 
been  given  alfo  internally,  andcon- 
fidered  a  powerful  tonic,  and  ariti- 
fpafniodic  in  (iyfpepfy,  iv/woping. 
coughs,  and  hyjierical  cafes,  from  two 
or  three  drops  to  half  an  ounce,  in 
a  glafs  of  wine  or  water  ;  which 
ftiould  be  fwallowed  as  quick  as 
pofllble,  as  the  ether  fo  fpeedily  ex- 
hales. 

SPIRITUS  i^LTHERIS  NI- 
TROSIj 
formerly 
SPIRITUS  NITKI  DULCIS. 
Dulcfud  fpirit  of  nitre 
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Lond. 

Take  a  quart  of  r:eaified  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  half  a  pound  of  ni- 
trous acid.  Mix  them,  by  pour- 
ing the  nitrous  fpirit  into  the  o- 
ther;  and  dillil  with  a  gentle 
heat,  one  pound  ten  ounces. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  three 

pounds; 
Nitrous  acid,  one  pound. 

Pour  the  rc6tified  fpirit  of  wine  in- 
to a  large  bolt-head,  placed  in  a 
veffel  of  cold  water,  and  add  by- 
degrees  the  acid,  carefully  fliak- 
ing  the  velfcl :  fet  it  in  a  cool 
place,  lightly  flopped,  for  feven 
days ;  afterwards  diilil  the  liquor 
in  a  water-bath,  the  receiver  be- 
ing placed  in  a  velTel  filled  either 
with  water  or  fnow,  as  long  as 
any  fpirit  arifes. 

Here  the  operator  miift  take  care 
not  to  invert  the  order  of  mixing 
the  two  liquors,  by  pouring  the 
vinous  fpirit  into  the  acid  ;  for  if 
he  Ihould,  a  violent  effervefcenc« 
and  heat  would  enfue,  and  the  mat- 
ter be  difperfed  in  highly  noxious 
red  fumes.  The  mofl  convenient 
and  fafe  method  of  ptrforming  the 
mixture  feen^s  to  be,  to  put  the  in- 
flammable fpirit  into  a  large  giafs 
body  i\  ith  a  narrow  mouth,  placed 
under  a  chimney,  and  to  j)0ur  up- 
on it  the  acid,  by  means  of  a  glafs 
funnel,  in  very  fmall  quantities  at 
a  time;  fliaking  the  veflel  as  foon 
as  the  effervefccnce  enfuing  upon 
each  addition  ceafes,  before  a  frefh 
quantity  is  put  in.  By  thefe  means, 
the  glafs  w  ill  heat  equally,  and  be 
prevented  from  breaking.  During 
tiie  aiffion  of  the  two  fpirits  upon 
one  another,  the  veflel  flio\)ld  be 
lightly  covered  ;  if  <  lofe  ilopt,  it 
will  burft  :  and,  if  left  entiiely 
oj)tn,  fome  of  the  more  valuable 
parts  will  exhale.  Lemery  directs 
the  mixture  to  be  made  in  an  open 
veflel  :  b^  which  unfcientifical  pro- 


cerlure  he  ufually  loft,  as  he  him- 
felf  obfcrves,  half  iiis  liquor:  and 
we  may  prefume  that  the  remain- 
der was  not  the  medicine  here  in- 
tended. 

The  method  ufed  by  Dr.  Black 
is  laid  to  be  the  beft  for  mixing  thefe 
liquors.  On  two  ounces  of  the 
flrong  acid  he  pours,  flowly  and 
gradually,  about  an  equal  quantity 
of  water ;  which  ley  being  made  to 
trickle  down  the  fides  of  the  phial, 
floats. on  the  furface  of  the  acid, 
without  mixing  with  it.  He  then 
adds,  in  the  fame  cautious  manner, 
three  ounces  of  highly  redtified  fpirit 
of  wine,  which  in  its  rum,  floats  on 
the  furface  of  the  water.  By  thefe 
means,  the  three  fluiils  are  kept  fe- 
parate,  on  account  of  their  fpecific 
gravities;  and  a  ftratum  of  water  is 
interpofed  between  the  acid  and  the 
fpirit.  The  phial  is  wow  fet  in  a 
cool  place,  the  acid  gradually  a- 
fcends,  and  the  fpirit  defcends 
through  the  water. 

By  this  method  a  quantity  of 
nitrous  aether  is  formed,  without 
the  danger  of  producing  elaftic  va- 
pours or  explofion. 

The  liquors  mixed  together, 
fliould  be  fuffered  to  reft  for  at 
leaft  twelve  hours,  that  the  fumes 
may  entirely  fubfide,  and  the  uni- 
on be  in  fome  meafure  co.npleted. 
The  diftillation  fliould  be  perform- 
ed with  a  very  flow  and  well-regu- 
lated fire ;  otherwife  the  vapour 
will  expand  with  fo  much  force  as 
to  burit  the  veffels.  Wilfon  ftems 
to  have  experienced  the  juftnefs  of 
this  obfervation  ;  and  hence  dire£fs 
the  junaure  of  the  retort  and  re- 
ceiver not  to  be  luted,  or  but  flight- 
ly.  If  a  tubulated  recipient,  with 
its  upright' long  jiipe,  be  made  ufe 
of,  and  the  diftillation  performed 
with  the  heat  of  a  water-bath,  the 
veflcls  may  be  luted  without  any 
danger.  This  method  has  likewife 
.  another  advantage,  as  it  afcertains 
the  time  when  the  operation  is  fi- 
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ni(hed  :  whilfl  in  a  water-bath,  we 
mav  fafely  draw  oTer  all  that  will 
ariie,  for  this  heat  willelcvate.no 
more  of  the  acid  than  whiit  is  dul- 
cified by  the  vinous  fpirit. 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre  has  been 
long  held,  and  not  undelervedly,  in 
great  etteem.  It  quaiches  thirji,  pro- 
motes the  natural  fecretions,  expels J:a- 
tulcnctes,  and  rnoclerately  firengthens 
the  Jiomach.  It  may  be  given  from 
half  a  dram  to  two  drams,  in  any 
convenient  vehicle.  Mixed  with  a 
I'mall  quantity  of  fpirit  of  hartf- 
horn,  the  fpiritus  volatilis  aromati- 
cus,  or  any  other  alkaline  fpirit,  it 
proves  a  mild,  yet  efficacious  diafho- 
r<r//V,  and  often  notably  diuretk  x  efpe- 
cially  in  fome  febrile  cafes,  where 
fuch  a  fahitary  evacuation  is  want- 
ed.   A  fmaii  proportion  of  this 


fpirit,  added  to  m?lt  fpirits,  gives 

them  a  flavour  approaching  to  that 

of  French  brandy. 
SPIRITUS  SALTS  DULCIS. 
Dulcified  fpirit  of fait. 

This  is  made  with  fpirit  of  fait,  af- 
ter the  fame  manner  as  dulcified 
fpirit  of  nitre. 

The  dulcification  of  the  fpirit  of 
fait  does  not  fucceed  fo  perfeftly, 
as  that  of  thb  two  foregoing  acids, 
poly  a  miniite  portion  of  it  uniting 
with  the  fpirit  of  wine,  and,  unleis 
the  procefs  be  fkilfully  managed, 
fcarce  any.  Some  have  held  this 
fpirit  in  great  efteem  againft.wa^- 
nefs  of  the  fomack,  indigejtion^  and 
the  like,  following  from  hard  drink- 
ing;  at  prefent  it  is  not  often  made 
ufe  of  or  kept  in  the  fliops. 


SECT.  vr. 

Neujral  Salts. 


WHE!C  any  acid  and  alkaline 
falts  are  mixed  together,  in 
fuch  proportion  that  neither  of  them 
may  prevail,  they  form  by  their 
coalition  a  new  compound,  called 
NEUTRAL.    In  all  the  combina-' 
tions  of  this  kind  (except  fome  of 
thofe  v/ith  vegetable  acids)  the  al- 
kali and  acid  are  fo  ftrongly  retain- 
ed by  one  another,  that  they  are 
not  to  be  difunited  by  any  degree 
of  fire.    How  volatile  foevcr  the 
acid  were  by  itfdf,  if  combined 
with  a  fixt  alk;-.li^  it  proves  almoft 
.  as  fixt  as  the  pure  alkali.    If  the 
alkali  be  of  the  volatile  kind,  the 
compound  proves  aifo  volatile,  fub- 
Uming  in  its  whole  fubftance,  with- 
out any  feparation  of  its  parts. 
There  are,  however,  means  of  pro* 
curing  this  difunion,  by  the  iriter- 
▼ention  of  other  bodies,  as  we  have 


already  feeii  in  the  feparation  of 
the  volatile  alkali  of  fal  ammoniac, 
and  of  the  acids  of  nitre  and  fea 
fait.  But,  in  all  cafes  of  this  kind, 
only  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the 
neutral  fait  can  poffibly  be  obtain- 
ed by  itfelf,  the  feparation  of  this 
happening  folely  in  virtue  of  the 
fuperadded  body's  uniting  with  the 
other. 

There  is  another  kind  of  com- 
pound falts,  formed  by  the  coali- 
tion of  acids  with  earthy  and  me- 
tallic bodies.  Thefe  falts  differ 
from  the  true  neutral  ones  in  fe- 
veral  obvious  properties  j  fome  of 
them  change  blue  vegetable  juices 
to  a  green  like  alkalies,  and  others 
to  a  red  like  acids,  while  neutral 
falts  make  no  change  in  the  colour: 
mixed  with  boiling  milk,  they  coa- 
gulate it,  while  neutral  falts  rather 
Ff  a 
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prevent  its  coagulation.  From 
moft  of  them  the  acid  is  difunited 
by  fire,  without  the  intervention  of 
r.ny  additional  matter,  of  which  we 
have  ften  an  inftance  in  the  difiil- 
lation  of  the  acid  of  vitriol.  But 
tlie  nioft  tiiftinguifiiing  and  univer- 
fal  charafter  of  thefe  falts  is,  that 
folutions  of  them,  on  the  addition 


of  any  fixt  alkali,  grow  turbid,  and 
depofit  their  earth  or  metal.  It 
were  to  be  wiflied  that  cuftom  had 
appropriated  fome  particular  name 
to  the  falts  of  this  clals,  to  prevent 
their  being  confounded,  which  fc- 
veral  of  them  have  often  been,  with 
the  perfedt  neutral  falts. 


Vitriolic 

ACID. 

Nitrous 
acid. 

IVI  A  R  1 N  E 
ACID. 

Acetous 

ACID. 

Common  fixt 

ALKALI. 

Vitriolated 
kali. 

Common 
nitre. 

Regenerated 
fea  fait. 

Acetaied 
kali. 

Alkali  of 

SEA  SALT, 

Vitriolated 
natron. 

Cubical 
nitre. 

Sea  fait. 

A  fait  fimilar 
toacetat.kali. 

Volatile 

ALKALI. 

Philofophic 
fal  ammon. 

Volatile 
nitre. 

Sal  ammo- 
niac. 

aqua  ammon. 
acerat. 

Calcareous 

EARTH, 

Selenites, 

Calcareous 
nitre. 

Calcareous 
muriatic  fait 

A  fubaftrin- 
gent  fait. 

IMagnesi  A, 

Vitriolated 
magnefia. 

Purging  falts,  not  diftingulflied  by 
any  particular  name. 

Soluble  earth 

of  CLAY. 

Alum, 

Aftringent  falts  not  diftinguiflied  by 
anv  pnrticubr  name. 

The  preceding  table  exhibits,  at 
one  view,  the  feveral  compound 
falts  refulting  from  the  union  of 
each  of  the  pure  acids  with  each  of 
the  common  alkalies  and  foluble 
earths  ;  the  acids  being  placed  on 
the  top,  the  alkalies  and  earths  on 
the  left-hand,  and  the  compound 
f.ilts  in  the  reipeftivc  interfedtions; 
and  is  thus  to  be  underRood.  In 
the  upris;ht  columns,  under  each  of 
the  acids,  are  feen  tlie  feveral  com- 
pound falts  refulting  from  the  uni- 
on of  that  acid  with  the  rtfy&AWe. 
alkalies  and  errths  on  the  liit  fide. 
In  the  tranfverfe  columns,  oppofite 
to  each  particular  alkali  and  earth, 
are  fcen  the  compound  falts  refult- 
ing from  the  union  of  that  alkali 
or"  earth  with  the  refpeftive  acids 


on  the  top ;  and  converfely,  of 
each  of  the  compound  falts  expref- 
fed  in  the  table,  the  component" 
parts  are  found  on  the  top  of  the 
upright  colun)n,  and  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  tranfverfe  column,  in 
whofe  interfeftion  that  particular 
{dll  is  placed.  Some  of  tht  fe  falts 
have  been  already  treated  of  in  the 
Materia  Medica ;  but  it  was  thought 
proper  to  unite  them  here  into  one 
view,  for  the  greater  perfpicuity  in 
regard  to  their  compofition,  and 
the  different  properties  which  their 
component  parts  afTume  in  different 
combinations. 

CiyJ!aUlfation  of  falls. 

This  is  a  general  operation  on. 


I 


Chap.  Ylh. 

neutral  and  moft  of  the  other  com- 
pound lahs.  It  depends  upon  thtle 
principles :  that  water,  of  a  certain 
degree  of  heat,  dilTolves,  of  any 
particular  fait,  only  a  certain  deter- 
minate quantity  :  that,  on  increaf- 
ing  the  heat,  it  dilfolves  more  and 
more  (except  only  in  one  inftance, 
common  fait)  till  it  comes  to  boil, 
at  which  time  both  its  heat  and  dif- 
folving  power  are  at  thefr  height : 
that,  ill  returning  to  its  'firft  tem- 
perature, it  throws  off  again  all 
that  the  additional  heat  had  en- 
abled it  to  dilTolve  :  that,  indepen- 
dently of  any  increafe  or  diminu- 
tion of  heat,  a  gradual  evaporation 
of  the  fluid  itfelf  will  occafion  a 
proportional  reparation  of  the  fait  : 
and  that  the  particles  of  the  lalt,  in 
this  reparation  from  the  water,  un- 
lefs  too  hafrlly  forced  together  by 
fudden  cooling,  or  ftrong  evapo- 
•  ration,   or  difturbed  by  external 
caufes,    generally   concrete  into 
traniparent  and  regularly  figured 
maffes,  called  cryftals.    The  feve- 
:  ral  faits  afTume,  in  cryfrallifatiqn, 
figures  peculiar  to  each.   Thus  the 
cryftals   of   nitre   are  hexagonal 
prifins  ;  thofe  of  fea  fait,  cubes; 
;  thofe  of  alum,  oclohedral  maffes  ; 
■■while  fal  ammoniac  fhoots  into 
\tiiiu  fibrous  plates  like  feathers. 

■  The  ufe  of  preparing  falts  in  a 
imftailine  form  is  not  merely  in 
I  regard  to  their  elegance,  but  as  a 
iffiark  of,  and  the  means  of  fecur- 
iing,  their  purity  and  perfection. 
IFram  fubftances  not  diffoluble  in 
'wa'er,  they  are  pu'ified  by  the  pre- 
■■vious  folution  and  filtration:  by 
crynallifation,  one  fait  is  purified 
from  an  admixture  of  fuch  other 
faline  bodies  as  difTolve  either  more 
eafily  or  with  more  difficulty  than 
itfelf.    For,  if  two  ior  more  falts 
be  diflblvcd  together  in'a  certain 
quantity   of   hot   water,  /he  fait 
which  requires  the  greatefl:  heat  for 
its  folution  in  that  quantity  of  wa. 


7/  Sails. 

ter,  will  firft  begin  to  feparate  in 
cooling  :  «uid,  if  the  water  be  kept 
evaporating,  in  an  uniform  heat, 
the  fait  wiiich  requires  moll  water 
in  that  heat  will  be  the  firft  in  cryf- 
tallifuig.  In  all  cafes  of  this  kind, 
if  the  procefs  be  duly  managed,  the 
firft  fliootings  are  generally  well 
figured  and  pure.  The  fiiccee'ding 
ones,  fooner  or  later,  according  to 
the  quantity  of  the  other  falts  in 
the  liquor,  retain  an  admixture  of 
thofe  falts,  which  they  betray  by 
their  fmallnefs  and  figure. 

In  order  to  the  cryftallifation  of 
faline  folutions,  it  is  cuftomary  to 
boil  down  the  liquor,  till  fo  much 
of  the  fluid  have  exhaled,  as  that 
the  fait  begins  to  concrete  from  it 
even  while  hot,  forming  a  pellicle 
upon  the  furface  cxpofed  to  the  air. 
When  this  mark  appears,  the  whole 
is  removed  into  a  cold  place.  This 
method  feldom  affords  perfect:  cryf- 
tals: for,  when  water  is  thus  fatu- 
rated  with  the  fait  in  a  boiling  heat, 
and'  then  fuddenly  cooled;  the  par- 
ticles of  the  fait  run  haftily  and  ir- 
regularly together,  and  form  only  a 
confufed  femitranfparent  inafs.  It 
is  by  (low  concretion  that  moft  falts 
afliime  their  cryftalline  form  in  per- 
feflion.  The  evaporation  lliould 
be  gentle,  and  continued  no  longer, 
than  till  fome  drops  of  the  liquor, 
in  a  heat  below  boiling,  being  let 
fall  upon  a  cold  glafs  plate,  difco- 
ver  cryftaline  filaments.  The  li- 
quor is  then  immediately  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  fire  into  a  lefs 
warm,  but  not  a  cold  place;  and 
the  veflTel  covered  with  a  cloth  to 
prevent  the  accefs  of  cold  air,  and 
the  formation  of  a  pellicle,  which 
falling  down  through  the  fluid, 
would  difturb  the  regularity  of  the 
cryftallifation.  This  is  the  moft: 
efl^fftual  method  for  moft  falts  ; 
thought  there  are  fome,  whofc  cryf- 
tallifation is  to  be  efiefted,  not  by 
an  abatement  of  the  heat,  but  by  a 
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continxied  equable  evaporation  of 
thefliiid;  fuchin  particular  is  fea  fait. 

Salts  retain  in  cryftaliilation  a 
portion  of  the  aqueous  fluid,  with- 
out, betraying  any  marks  of  it  to 
the  eye  ;  on  this,  their  cryflalline 
form  appears  in  great  meafure  to 
depend.  The  quantity  of  phlegm 
or  water  varies  in  different  falts ; 
dry  cryftals  of  nitre  were  found, 
on  feveral  careful  trials,  to  con- 
tain about  one-twentieth  of  their 
weight  ;  thofe  of  alum,  one-fixth  ; 
fea  fait,  pne-fourth  ;  borax,  green 
vitriol,  and  the  purging  falts,  no 
lefs  than  one  half.  The  fame  fait 
appears  always  to  retain  nearly  the 
fame  quantity. 

Some  falts  difTolve  in  fpirit  of 
wine ;  and  here  alfo,  as  in  water, 
the  fplution  is  limited,  though  the 
fait  is  not  eafily  recovered  in  a 
cryflajline  form.  Such  in  particu- 
lar, are  combinations  of  the  nitrous 
^cid  with  volatile  alkalies,  and  with 
calcareous  earths ;  of  the  marine 
acid  with  all  the  foluble  earths ;  of 
the  acptous  with  fixt  and  volatile 
alkalies.  Scarce  any  of  the  com- 
pound falts,  whofe  acid  is  the  vitri- 
olic, are  affeded  by  vinous  fpirils. 

Salts  differ  greatly  in  their  dif- 
pofition  to  aflume  and  retain  a  cryf- 
talline  form.  Many  even  of  the 
compound  kind  imbibe  humidity 
like  fixt  alkalies,  faas'to  cryllailife 
with  difficulty,  and,  when  cryftal- 
lifed,  or  exficcated  by  heat,  to  deli^ 
quiate  again  in  the  air.  Such  are 
the  combinations  of  the  nitrous  and 
marine  acid  with  all  the  foluble 
earths,  and  of  the  acetous  both 
with  earths  and  alkalies.  The  vi- 
triolic acid,  on  the  other  hand, 
forms,  with  all  the  fubflfinces  it 
diflblves,  permanent  cryftals  ;  as  do 
likewife  the  other  mineral  acids 
with  all  alkalies. 

The  cryftallifation  of  tiiofe  falts, 


which  are  not  difToluble  in  fpirit  o 
wine,  is  generally  promoted  by 
fmall  addition  of  that  fpirit;  wh'ic, 
abforbing  the  water,  or  weakenir 
its  diffolvijig  power  on  the  fait,  di: 
pofes  the  fait  to  part  from  it  mon. 
freely.  The  operator  muft  be  care- 
ful however  not  to  add  too  much  of 
the  fpirit,  efpecially  where  the  fait 
is  compofed  of  an  earthy  or  metal 
lie  body  united  with  the  acid  ;  lei: 
it  abforb  the  acid  as  well  as  thi 
water,  and  inftead  of  a  gradual  ai 
regular  cryflallifation,  haftily  pre- 
cipitate the  earth  or  metal  in  a 
powdery  fonn. 

Mr.  Roulle,  of  the  French  aca- 
demy of  fciences,  has  examiucd 
with  great  attention  the  phenonse- 
na  of  the  cryftalUfation  of  falts, 
and  publifhed  the  refult  of  his  ob- 
fervations  in  different  volumes  of 
the  Memoirs  of  that  academy.  A- 
mong  other  curious  particulars,  he 
has  given  a  general  diftribution  of 
falts,  in  regard  to  their  cryfiallifa- 
tion,  which  will  be  of  pradical  uti- 
lity to  the  artift. 

He  divides  evaporation  into  three 
degrees  ;  inJ'enJibU  evafioration,  or 
that  eftetfled  by  the  natural  warmth 
of  the  atmofpherc,  from  freezing, 
up  to  the  heat  of  the  fummer's  fun ; 
mean  evaporation^  commencing  with 
the  fun's  heat,  and  extending  to 
that  in  whicli  the  exhaling  fleam  is 
vifible  to  the  eye,  and  the  liquor 
too  hot  to  be  endured  by  the  hand ; 
and Jlro7ig  evapo)  atioit,  reaching  from 
this  period  to  boiling.  He  divides 
falts  into  fi:t  clafles ;  the  diftinc- 
tions  of  which  are  taken  from  the 
degree  of  evaporation  in  which 
they  cryftallife  moft  perfeftly,  from 
the  figure  of  their  cryftals,  their 
difpohtion  to  remain  fingle  or  unite 
in  clufters,  and  their  receiving  an 
increafe  from  a  continuance  ot  thp 
tryftallifiition. 
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I.  The  firft  clafs  confifts  of" 
falts  which  cryftHlIife  into 
Ihiail  plates  or  very  thin 
fcales.  The  cryftals  are  Tin- 
gle.   They  are,  of  all  falts, 
ttiofe  which  cryflallife  molt 
frequently  on  the  furface  of 
their  folutions,  which  retain 
k;ift  water  in  their  cryftals, 
and  require  moft  to  diflblve 
in.    They  cryftallife  moft 
perfectly  by  iafcnfible  eva- 
poration. 
IT.  Salts  whofe   cryftals  are 
cubes,  cubes  with  the  an- 
gles truncated,  or  pyramids 
of  four  or  fix  fides.  They 
form   fingle,    and  change 
thtir  fioure  bv  new  accre- 
tions.  By  infenfible  evapo- 
raiion  they  cryftallife  at  the 
bottom,  by  mean  evapora-  ' 
tion  at  the  furface,  and  by 
both  kinds  they  prove  per- 
fect and  regular.  By  ftrong 
evaporation,  the  liquor  con- 
trafts  a  pellicle,  and  in  cool- 
ing yields  few  cryftals,  and 
thofe  ill  figured. 
III.  Salts  whofe  cryftals  are 
retrahedral,  pyramidal, 
phrellelopipeds,  rhomboi- 
dal,  and  rhomboidal  pa- 
rellelopipeds ;    with  the 
angles  vaributly  truncat- 
ed, according  to  differ- 
ent circumftances.  They 
form  fingle '(except  that 
fome  few  unite  by  the 
bafes)  and  change .rtheir 
figure  by  new  accretions.  )>. 


They  cryftallife  at  the 
bottom,  moft  perfectly  by 
infenfibleevaporation :  by 
mean  and  ftrong  evapora- 
tion, the  liquor  contfadfs 
a  pellicle,  and  in  cooling 
the  cryftals  adhere  to  the 
pellicle,  and  prove  con- 
hifed  and  ill  formed. 
They  retain  a  laige  quan- 
tify of  water. 


2 


"a 


^•1 


TV.  Salts  whofe  cryftals  are 
flattened,  parallelepipeds, 
with  the  extremities  ter- 
minating in  two  furfaces 
inclined  to  one  another, 
fo  as  to  form  a  point  and 
acute  angles  with  the 
iarge  fides.  They  cluf- 
ter  together,  iinitiiig,  by 
the  bafes,  into  tufts. 
The  cryftals  are  largeft  >  §  ^ 
and  moft  resjular  bv  in- 
fenfible  evaporation.  By 
mean  and  hafty  evapora- 
tion, a  pellicle  is  formed, 
and  in  cooling  the  cryf- 
tals prove  very  fmall. 
They  retain  a  large  quan- 
tity of  water  in  cryftal- 
lifarion,  and  require  little 
to  diflslve  in, 

V.  Salts  whofe  cryftals" 
are  very  long,  in  form 
of  needles,  prifms,  or 
columns  of  different 
furfaces.  They  flioot 
at  the  bottom,  and 
clufter  together  into 
tufts  of  regular  figures. 
By  infenfible  evapora- 
tion t:;ey  fcarce  ever 
cryftallife  well.  By 
mean  and  ftrong  eva- 
poration, they  give  a 
pellicle,  and  in  ftow 
cooling,  if  the  evapo- 
ration was  not  carried 
too  far,  they  yield  per- 

V  fe6tly  well  formed  cryf- 
tals, which  at  firft 
fwira,  but  foon  fall  to 
the  bottom.  If  the 
evaporation  was  too 
long  continued,  the 
cryftals  prove  confufcd 
and  ill  formed. 
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VI.  Salts  whofe  crvftals  are^ 
in  very  fmall  ne'tdles,  or 
of  other  indeterminate 
figures.  None  of  them 
cryftallife  by  infenfible 
evaporation,  and  few  of 
them  by  the  mean  de- 
gree. Tliey  require  to 
be  reduced,  by  lirong 
evaporation,  to  a  thick 
conliftence;  they  then  )■ 
contract  a  pellicle,  ac.d 
cryftallife  with  confu- 
fion.  Jf  the  cryftals  be 
wanted  regular,  fpirit  of 
wine  muft  be  uied,  or 
fome  other  medium,  if 
the  fait  be  folublc  in 
fpirit.  They  readily  dif- 
folve  in  water,  and  lique- 
fy in  the  air. 


5-5 

-5:  Vi 


;3 


NITRUM  PURIFICATUM. 

Puh  ified  nitre. 
Lend. 

Take  of 

Nitre,  two  pounds ; 

Diftilled  water,  four  pints. 
Boil  the  nitre  in  the  water  till  it 

is  diffolved  ;  filter  the  folution, 

and  fct  it  by  to  cryftallife. 

The  iifual  method  of  evaporat- 
ing foUitions  of  falts,  in  order  to 
their  cryftallifation,  until  a  pellicle 
appears  upon  the  furface^  fails  in 
nitre.  Here,  when  the  liquor  be- 
comes ready  for  forming  cryftals  ; 
if  a  little  be  taken  up  in  a  fpoon  as 
it  cools,  the  fait  will  begin  to  fliew 
itfelf  in  fmall  threads. 

Common  nitre  contains  ufually 
a  confiderable  portion  of  fea  fait, 
which  in  this  procefs  is  feparated, 
the  fea  fait  remaining  diffolved  af- 
ter greateft:  part  of  the  nitre  has 
cryfkilifed.  The  cryftals  which 
llioot  after  the  firft  evaporation, 
are  large,  regular,  and  pure  :  but 
when  the  remaining  liquor  is  fur- 
ther evaporated,  and  this  repeated 
a  fecond  or  third  time,  the  crylfals 
prove  at  length  finall,  imperfeft, 


and  tipt  with  little  cubical  glebes 
of  fea  fait. 

When  rough  nitre,  in  the  ftate 
wherein  it  is  firft  extracted  from 
the  eaiths  impregnated  with  it,  is 
treated  in  this  manner,  there  re- 
mains at  laft  a  liquor  called  mother- 
ley,  which  "will  no  longer  afford 
any  cryftals.  This  appears  to  par- 
ticipate of  the  nitrous  and  marine 
acids,  and  to  contain  an  earthy 
matter  diftblved  by  thofe  acids. 
On  adding  alkaline  lixivia,  the 
earth  is  precipitated,  and  when 
thoroughly  waflied  with  water, 
proves  infipid.  If  the  liquor  be 
evaporated  to  drynef*,  a  bitterifli 
faline  matter  is  left,  which  being 
flrongly  calcined  in  a  crucible, 
parts  with  the  acids,  and  becomes, 
as  in  the  other  cafe,  infipid. 

This  earth  has  been  celebrated 
as  an  excellent  purgative,  in  the 
dofe  of  a  dram  or  two  ;  and,  in 
fmaller  dofes,  as  an  alterant  in  hy- 
pochondriacal  and  other  diforders. 
This  medicine  was  for  fome  time 
kept  a  great  *fecret,  under  the 
names  of  tnagwfia  alba^  nitrous  pa- 
nacea, count  Palmer^ s  ptivder,  il  poU 
I'crc  albo  Romano,  pcudrc  de  Sc'iti- 
?ieUi,  &c.  till  Lancifi  made  it  pub- 
lic in  his  notes  on  the  Metidlothcca 
Katicana.  It  has  been  fuppofed 
that  this  earth  is  no  other  than  a 
portion  of  the  lime  commonly 
added  to'  the  elixation  of  nitre  at 
the  European  nitre-works.  But, 
though  the  fpecimens  of  magnefia 
examined  by  Neumann,  and  fome 
of  that  which  has  been  brought 
hither  from  abroad,  gave  plaifi 
marks  of  a  calcerous  nature  ;  yet 
the  true  magnefia  muft  be  an  earth 
of  a  different  kind,  calcareous 
earths  being  rather  aftringent  than 
purgative.  The  earthy  bafis  of  the 
J'al  tat  hart  icus  amarus  is  found  to 
have  the  properties  afcribed  to 
the  true  magnefia  of  nitre,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  the  very  fame  fpecies  of 
earth.    From  that  fait  therefore 


<Chnp.  viir; 


Neutral  Salts. 


441 


this  medicine  is  now  prepared,  as 
will  be  feen  hereafter. 

The  magnefia  alba  differs  from 
calcareous  earths,  in  having  a  lefs 
powerful  attraftion  for  fixed  air, 
.and  in  not  becoming  cauftic  by 
.  calcination. 
SAL  AMMONIACUS  PURI- 
FICATUS. 
Purified  fill  aTfimoniac. 
This  fall  is  purified  by  folution  in 
water,  filtration,  and  cryftallila- 
tion,  after  the  manner  above  di- 
rected for  nitre. 

The  impurities  of  fal  ammoniac 
.are  commonly  fuch  as  will  not  dif- 
ifolve  in  water:  and  hence  the  pu- 
rrification  is  effected  bv  the  folution 
:  filtration.  The  very  laft  cryf- 
.  .  feldom  betray  an  ?dmixture  of 
sanv  other  fait. 

ZINCUM  VITRIOL ATUM 
PURIFICATUMf 
formerly 

"VlTRIOLUM     ALBUM  PURIFICA- 

Purified  vilriolated  zinc. 
Land. 

'Take  of 

White  vitriol,  one  pound; 
Vitriolic  acid,  one  dram  ; 
Boiling  diftilled  water,  three 
pints ; 

Wa'er,  as  much  as  is  fulHcient. 
iBoil  them  together  till  the  vitriol 
is  dilTolved  ;  then  filter  the  li- 
quor, and  after  due  evaporation 
fet  it  bv  in  a  cold  place  to  cryf- 
tallife.' 

Here  the  intention  is  not  to  fe- 

■parate  the  ochery  matter  of  the  vi- 
triol, but  to  prevent  its  feparating 

aand  colouring  the  cryftals.  This 
is  efFeitually  anfwered  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  acid,  by  which  it  is 
kept  diflblved. 

Wfiire  vitriol,  or  vitriolated  zinc, 

■contains  fometimes  a  flight  impreg- 
nation of  copper,  and  more  of  a 
ferruginous  matter;    it  therefore 

■wants  fome  depuration,  for  which 


purpofe  the  vitriolic  acid  is  added; 
l5ut  this  does  not  feem  the  belt  me- 
thod foranfwering  the  intended  pur- 
pofe; lor  if  the  vitriolicacid  beau  ied 
the  iron  or  copper  will  be  more  like- 
ly to  be  united  to  ir,aiul  fo  cryftallife 
together  wirh  the  vitriolated  zincj 
whereas  a  fniall  addition  of  zinc 
would  precipitate  the  other  metals, 
by  depriving  thi^m  of  their  acid, 
and  the  vitriolated  zinc,  would  thus 
become  perfeitly  pure.  This  is  qne 
of  the  quickeft  in  operation  of  thole 
emetics  which  are  efteemed  fafe,  in 
dofes,  to  adults^  from  fifteen  grains 
to  a  fcruple,  or  half  a  dram.-r-In- 
ternally  given  in  fmailer  dofes,  we 
may  obtain  all  the  to7iic  power  of 
zinc,  and  indeed  fome  think  it  pre- 
ferable in  every  cafe  to  the  Calx  of 
Zinc. — See  Vitriolum  album. 
Materia  Medica. 
ALUMINIS  PURIFICATIO. 
Purification  of  Alum. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Alum,  one  pound  ; 

Chalk,  one  dram  ; 

Diftilled  water,  two  pints. 
Boil  a  little  while,  ftrain,  and  fet 

the  liquor  afide  to  cryflallil'e. 

The  alum  which  we  have  from 
the  alum  works  in  England  is  fuf- 
ficiently  pure  for  any  medicinal 
purpofcs  ;  iiowever  in  this  p*:ocefs 
the  chalk  perfectly  abflrads  any 
fuperabundant  acid  of  the  alum, 
and  precipitates  any  metallic  or 
other  "foreign  matter,  with  which 
it  may  be  combined.  Thus  puri- 
fied, it  feems  to  be  more  fohible  in 
water  than  before. 

ALUMEN  USTUM. 
Burnt  alum. 
Land. 

Let  alum  be  calcined  in  an  iron  or 
earthen  veffel,  fo  long  as  it  bub- 
bles and  f wells  up. 
The  bubbling  or  bliftering  pro- 
ceeds from  the  phlegm  retained  in 
the  cryllals ;  after  that  is  expelled. 
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the  fait  cannot  be  made  liquid  by 
any  degree  of  fire.  Alum  is  com- 
poGed  of  vitriolic  acid  and  an  earth  : 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  combi- 
nations of  that  acid  with  all  earths, 
with  molt  metals,  and  even  with  ve- 
getable fixt  alkalies,  are  uiifufible. 

The  alum,  thus  deprived  of  its 
phlegm,  proves  confiderably  Wrong- 
er, and  more  acrid,  infomuch  as  to 
be  fometimes  employed  for  con- 
fuming  fungous  flefh.  It  is  faid  to 
have  the  inconvenience  of  leaving 
a  hardnefs  upon  the  part. 

For  the  medical  properties  of 
thefe  two,  fee  Alum  en,  Materia 
Medica. 
PERRUM  VITRIOLATUM 
EXSICCATUM  ; 
vulgo 

VlTRIOLUM  CALCINATtJM. 
yitrol  of  iron  dried. 
Edinb. 

Take  vitrei  of  iron,  any  quantity 
you  chufe. 

Let  it  be  calcined  in  an  unglazed 
earthen  veffel  with  a  moderate  fire 
till  it  becomes  white  and  very  dry. 
But  the  ma'.ttr  muft  be  kept  con- 
tinually Itirring,  to  prevent  its 
flicking  to  the  vedel,  and  ac- 
quiring a  ftony  hardnefs.  If  this 
be  urged  with  a  more  vehement 
fire,  it  pafTes  into  a  deep  red  fub- 
ftaiice,  called  colcothar  of  vi- 
triol. 

This  method  is  fufiiciently  trou- 
blefome  :  for,'unlefs  the  heat  be 
very  gentle,  and  the  matter  fpread 
very  thin  over  the  bottom  of  a 
broad  fliallow  veflel,  it  is  almofi: 
impoffible  to  avoid  melting  it, 
which  rt^akes  it  adhere  to  the  fides 
of  the  pan,  and  renders  the  pre- 
vious pulverifation  an  ufelefs  la- 
bour. 

The  method  ufually  praftifed  by 
the  chemifts  is,  to  place  a  deep 
earthen  pan,  with  fome  vitriol  in 
it,  upon  a  geJitle  fire  ;  the  vitriol 
foon  liquefies,  boils  up,  and  by  de- 


grees incruftates  to  the  fides  of  the- 
vefiel.    Some  more  vitriol  is  then: 
thrown  in  and  fuffered  to  Incruftate  ■ 
in  tlie  fame  manner,  and  this  pro- 
cedure  repeated  till   the  pan  is. 
nearly  full  of  the  concreted  matter,, 
which. proves  of  a  whitifti  colour,, 
except  on  the  outfide  next  tne  pan 
(which  mufl:  be  broken,  to  take  it 
out)^  where  it  appears  yellowilh  or- 
reddifli,  according  to  the  continu-. 
ance  and  degree  of  fire.    If  the 
vitriol  be  delired  llill  further  de- 
plilegmated,  this  may  be  commo- 
dioiifly  effefted,  by  reducing  the 
mafs  into  a  grofs  powder  (which 
will  now  no  longer  melt)  and  tiien 
calcining  it  over  a  flrong  fire,  in  a 
fhallow  iron  pan,  till  it  has  gained 
the  degree  of  drynefs  required, 
which  may  be  known  from  its  co- 
lour.    The  principal  ufe  of  cal- 
cined vitriol  IS  for  the  diftillation  of 
the  fpirit  of  vitriol.    If  employed 
for  this   purpofe  uncalcined,  it 
would  melt  in  the  diftilling  veffel, 
and,  running  into  a  lump,  fcarce 
give  out  any  fpirit;  and  the  httle 
obtained  would  be  verv  weak. 
KALI  VITRIOLATUM  ; 
former  ly 

TaKTAKUM  VnRIOLATU.M. 

y xtriolated  kali. 

Land.  ^ 

Take  of  the 

Salt  which  remains  after  the  di- 

Itillation  of  the  nitrous  acid, 

two  pound-s  ; 
Diflilled  water,  two  gallons. 
Expel  the  fnperflnous  acid,  by  ex.- 
pofing  the  fait  to  a  ftrong  fire,  in 
an  open  veffel-;  then  boil  it  ^ 
little  while  in  the  water;  ffrain 
and  fct  the  liquor  afide  to  cry- 
ftallife. 

LIXIVA  VITRIOLATA ; 

vulgo 

TARTAKUhf  VITRIOLATUM. 

yitf  i'iliaied  lixi'va. 
Ediith. 

Take  of  vitriolic  acid  diluted  witjj 
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fix  times  its  quantity  of  water, 
as  much  as  you  chufe. 

Put  it  into  a  capacious  glafs  vefTel, 
and  drop  into  it  gradually  of  pu- 
rified fixed  vegetable  alkali,  dif- 
foived  with  fix  times  its  quantity 
of  water,  as  much  as  isfufficient 
to  render  the  acid  perfcftiy  neu- 
tral— The  etfervefcence  -having 
ceafed,  filter  the  liquor,  and  after 
proper  evaporation,  fet  it  afide 
to  cryllallife,  not  in  a  cold  but 
moderately  warm  place. 

J)uring  the  effervefcence  the  ope- 
rator ought  to  take  care  that  the 
vapour  then  feparatmg  does  not 
ftrike  his  noftrils ;  for  fixed  air, 
when  applied  to  the  olfaftory 
nerves  is  highly  deleterious  to. 
life. 

The  mode  of  its  being  prepared 
by  the  Edinburgh  difpenfatory,  is 
an  elegant,  and  one  of  the  lead 
troublefome  wavs  of  preparing  this 
fait.  The  Edinburgh  college,  in 
former  editions,  ordered  the  acid 
liquor  to  be  dropt  into  the  alkaline. 
By  the  converfc  procedure,  now 
received,  it  is  obvioufly  more  eafy 
to  fecure  againft  a  redundance  of 
acidity :  for  the  greater  certainty  in 
this  point,  it  may  be  expedient,  as 
in  the  foregoijig  procefs,  to  drop 
in  a  little  more  of  the  alkaline  ley 
than  the  cefTation  of  the  effervef- 
cence feems  to  require. 

Vitriolated  tartar,  in  fmall  dofes, 
as  a  fcruple  or  half  a  dram,  js  an 
tjfeful  aperient  ;  in  larger  ones,  as 
four  or  five  drams,  a  mild  cathar- 
tic, which  does  not  pafs  off  fohaftily 
as  the  nalron  vitriolalum  or  magvejia 

■  '■iolata. 

The  vitriolated  tatar  is  one  of 
thofe  neutral  falts  moft  difficult  of 
folutioa,  very  little  of  it  being 
taken  up  in  cold  water,  notwith- 
flanding  both  the  acid,  and  alkaii 
of  whicii  it  is  compofed  fo  readily 
unite  with  that  menf^rnum,  and  fo 
ftrongly  attraft  moifture,  even  frqm 


the  air.  From  the  difficulty  of  its 
folubility,  it  is  efteemed  one  of  the 
moft  perfedt  neutral  falts,  which 
performs  it  moft  completely,  and 
extends  its  aftion  beyond  the  prima; 
viae. 

The  wholesale  dealers  in  medi- 
cines have  commonly  fubftituted 
for  it  an  jrticle  otherwife  almoft 
ufeiefs  in  tlieir  (iiops,  the  reCduum 
of  Glauber's  fpirit  of  nitre.  This 
mav  be  looked  upon  as  a  venial 
fraud,  if  the -fpirit  has  been  pre- 
pared as  formerly  direfted,  and  the 
refiduum  diflblved  and  cryftailifed  ; 
but  it  is  a  very  dangerous  one,  if 
the  vitriolic  acid  has  been  ufed  in 
an  over  proportion,  and  the  caput 
mortuum  employed  without  cry- 
ftallifation  ;  the  fait  in  this  cafe, 
inifead  of  a  mild  neutral  one  of  a 
moderately  bitter  tafte,  proving 
highly  acid.  The  purchafer  ought 
therefore  to  infift  upon  the  falt's 
being  in  a  cryftalline  form.  The 
cryftals,  when  perfeft,  are  oblong, 
with  fix  flat  fides,  and  tet'minated  at 
each  end  by  a  fix-fided  pyramid. 
Some  appear  compofed  of  two  py- 
ramids joined  together  by  the  bafes, 
and  m'-iny,  in  the  moft  perfeft  cry- 
ilallifations  I  have  feen,  are  very 
irregular.  They  decrepitate  in  the 
fire,  fomewhat  like  thofe  of  fea  fait, 
for  which  they  have  fometimes  been 
miftaken, 

LIXIVA  VITRIOLATA  SUL- 
PHUREA; 

vulgo 

Sal  polychrestus, 
Flti  'iolateJ  Jtilphurous  lixiva. 

Take  of 

Nitre,  reduced  to  powder  ; 
Flowers  of  fulphur.equal  weights. 

Let  them  be  well  mixed  andthrowa 
gradually  into  a  red-hot  crucible. 
As  foon  as. the  deflagration  has 
ceafed,  let  the  fait  cool,  and  be 
kept  in  a  glafs  vefTel  well  flop- 
ped. 

This  fait  may  be  made  more  pure 
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if  it  is  diflolved  in  warm  water,  fil- 
tered, and  rcdnced  into  cryftals. 

Both  thefe  preparations  are  form- 
ed by  the  union  pf  the  prepared 
kali  with  the  vitriolic  acid.  The 
firft  is  the  moft  lunple  procefs,  be- 
caufe  it  is  formed  by  the  power  of 
fimple  elective  attrai^ion,  but  in 
the  lafl:  double  eleflive  attraction 
takes  place,  for  here  both  the  nitre 
and  fulphur  are  decompounded, 
the  acid  of  the  nitre,  and  the  in- 
flammable principle  of  the  fulphur 
detonate  together :  while  the  acid 
of  the  fulphur  combines  with  the 
alkaline  bafis  of  the  fulphur.  The 
two  neutral  folts  are  therefore  ex- 
a£\!v  the  fame. 
NATRON  VITRIOLATUM; 

I.ontl. 

SODA  VITRIOLATA; 

Ediuh. 

VITRIOLATED  NATRON,  or 
SODA; 
formerly 
Sal  catharticus  glauberi. 
Diffolve  in  warm  w  ater  the  mafs 
which  remains  after  the  diftilla- 
tion  of  fpirit  of  fea  fait :  filter 
the  folution,  and  cryftallife  the 
fait.   Expel  the  fiiperfluous  acid, 
by  expofing  the  fait  to  a  ftrong 
fire,  in  an  open  ve(fel,then  boi!  it 
a  little  in  the  water,  flrain  the  folu- 
tion, and  fet.it  afide  to  cryftallife. 
Loud. 

There  is  no  great  danger  of  the 
cryfl'als  proving  too  fharp, ''even 
M'hen  the  fpirit  of  fait  is  made  with 
t-he  largefi:  proportion  of  oil  of 
vitriol  directed  under  that  procefs. 
The  liquor  which  remahis  after  the 
crvftailifation  is  indeed  veiT  acid  ; 
and  with  regard  to  this  preparation, 
it  is  convenient  it  fliould  be  fo  ;  for 
otherwife,  the  cryftals  will' be  very 
fmall,and  likewife  in  a  little  quan- 
tity. Where  a  fufficient  proportion 
of' oil  of  vitriol  has  not  been  em- 
ployed in  the  diflillation  of  the 
fpirit,  it  is  necelTary  to  add  fome 


fo  the  liquor,  in  order  to  promote 

tlie  cryfiallifation  of  the  fait. 

The  title  formerly  given  to  this 
fait  exprelTcs  its  medical  virtues. 
Taken  from  half  an  ounce  to  an 
ounce,  or  more,  it  proves  a  mild 
and  ufcful  purgative ;  and  in  fmaller 
dofes,  largely  diluted,  a  fcrviceable 
aperient  and  diuretic.  The  fliops 
frequently  fubflitute  for  it  the  Jal 
catharticus  amarus^  which  is  nearly 
of  trie  fame  quality,  but  fomewhat 
more  unpleafant,  and,  as  is  faid, 
l-fs  mild  in  operation.  They  aie 
very  eafily  diflinguifliable  from 
each  other,  by  the  effeft  of  alkaline 
falts  upon  folutions  of  them.  The 
folution  of  Glauber's  faltfufFers  no 
vifible  change  from  this  addition, 
its  own  bafis  being  a  true  fixt  al- 
kali :  but  the  folution  of  the  fal 
catharticus  amarus  grovvs  infiantly 
white  and  turbid,  its  bafis,  which 
is  an  earth,  being  extricated  copi- 
oufly  by  flie  alkaline  fait ;  as  in  the 
making  magncjia  alba. 

SODA  PHOSPHORATA. 

Phofpborated  foda.,  or  mineral  fixed 
alkali. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Bones  burnt  to  whitencfs,  and 

powdered,  ten  pounds; 
Vitriolic  acid,  fix  pounds  ; 
Water,  nine  pounds. 

Mix  the  powder  in  an  earthen  vef- 
fel  verv  well  with  the  vitriolic 
acid ;  afterwards  add  the  water, 
and  mix  them  thoroughly  toge- 
ther ;  then  keep  the  veffel  in  the 
vapour  of  boiling  water  for  three 
days ;  after  wliich  time,  diflil  the 
matter  with  another  additional 
nine  pounds  of  boiling  water,  and 
ftrain  it  forcibly  through  linen, 
pouring  upon  it  gradually  hot 
water,  till  all  the  acid  fiiall  be 
waflied  off;  fet  by  the  flrained 
liquor,  that  the  faeces  may  fub- 
fide;  from  Uhicli  pour  it  off, 
then  reduce  it  by  evaporation  to 
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nine  pounds,  which  fet  by,  that 
the  fxces  may  again  liibfide.  E- 
vaporate  the  liquor,  poured  a  fe- 
cond  time  froin  the  feces,  to  fe- 
ven  pounds,  which  being  a  third 
time  cleared  from  the  feces, 
frrain.  Thus  at  lall  a  lufticientiy 
pure  phofphoric  acid  will  be 
procured,  to  which  being  heated 
in  an  earthen  velTel,  add  purified 
foda  difi'olved  in  warm  water  i3n- 
til  the  efFervefcence  fliall  ceafe. 
Then  iiraia  themixture,  and  fetit 
afiiie,  that  cryllals  may  be  form- 
ed, thefe  being  removed  to  the 
liquor  if  it  fliould  be  neceflary, 
add  a  little  Ibda  that  the  acid 
may  be  perfedly  neutralifed, 
and  by  evaporation,  diirolve  it 
to  form  cryiials  again  fo  long  as 
any  can  be  produced. 
Thefe  cryftals  are  to  be  kept  in 
a  vefiel  well  clofed. 

MAGNESIA  ALBA. 
lllule  magnejia. 
Land. 

Take 

Vitrio'.ated  magnefia ; 
Prepared   kali,    of   each  two 
pounds; 

Difrilled  water  boiling,  twenty 
pints. 

JLet  thefe  faline  fubfiances  be  dif- 
f.ilved  feparately,  each  in  ten 
pints  of  water,  and  filter  through 
Daper,  then  mix  the.m.  Boil  the 
..quor  a  little  while  and  ftrain  it 
while  hot  through  linen,  upon 
v-  hich  will  remain  the  White 
-vIagxesia;  then  pour  upon  it 
tijitilled  water  fufficient  to  dif- 
folve  and  wai'h  out  the  vitriolated 
ka!:.  . 

The  ablutions  (liould  be  made 
1  pure  foft  water,  better  if  it  is 
illed  :  bard  water  is  altogether 
■■.rible,  as  the  hardnei^  is  ge- 
o-.ving  to  an  iniperfeft  ni- 
trous fclenite,  whofe  bale  is  capa- 
ble of  bcin./  difengagcd  by  magnefia 
united  with  fixed  air. 

This  powder  appears  to  be  the 


fame  fpecies  of  earth  with  that  ob- 
tained from  the  mother-ley  of  nitre 
which  was  for  feveral  years  a  cele- 
brated fecret  in  the  hands  of  fome 
particular  perfons  abroad.  Hoff- 
man, who  defcribes  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  nitrous  magnefia,  giyes 
it  the  charader  of  an  ufeful  anti 
acici^  a  fafc  and  inojfenjive  laxative 
in  dofes-  of  a  dram  or  two,  and  a 
diaphoretic  and  diuretic  when  given 
in  fmaller  dofes  of  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty grains.  It  is  particularly  fei- 
viceable  in  heart -hums,  ■a.wAfor  pre- 
venting or  removing  the  Wany  difor- 
ders  which  children  are  Co  frequently 
thro-wn  into  from  a  redundance  of  acid 
humours  in  the  firji  pojjnges.  '  It  is 
preferred,  on  account  of  its  laxa- 
tive quality,  to  the  common  ab- 
forbents,  which  (unlefs  gentle  pu'r- 
gatives  are  oiven  occafionally  to 
carry  them  otf)  are  apt  to  lodge  in 
the  body,  jtnd  occafion  a  coflive- 
nefs  very  detrimental  to  infants. 

Magnefia  alba,  when  prepared 
•in  perfedion,  is  a  white  and  very 
fub.iie  earth,  perfectly  void  of 
fmell  or  tatte,  of  the  clafs  of  thofe 
which  diffolve  in  acids.  It  dif- 
folves  freely,  even  in  the  vitrioliq 
acid  ;  which  in  the  common  way 
of  making  folutions,  takes  up  only 
an  inconfiderable  portion  of  other 
earths.  Combined  with  this  acid, 
it  forms  a  bitter  fait,  very  eafily 
Ibluble  in  water,  while  the  com- 
mpn  abforhents  form  with  the 
fame  acid  almoft  infipid  concretes, 
very  difiicult  of  folution.  Solu- 
tions of  magnefia  in  all  acids  are 
bitter  and  purgative  ;  while  tiiofe  of 
the  other  earths  are  more  or  lefs 
au/lcre  and  a/l,i/igent.  A  large  dofe 
of  the  magnefia,  if  the  ftomach 
contains  no  acid  to  difTolve  it,  does 
not  purge  or  produce  any  fenfible 
eltcc'>. '  A  moderate  one,  'if  an  acid 
be  lodged  there,  or  if  acid  liquors  bt 
taken  after  it,  procures  feveral  Jools  ; 
whereas  the  common  abforbents', 
in  the  fame  circumftances,  iullead' 
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of  loofening,  bind  the  belly.  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  magnefia  is 
fpecifically  different  from  the  o- 
ther  earths,  and  that  it  is  ap])!!- 
cable  to  iifefiil  purpofes  in  medi- 
cine. 

MAGNESIA  USTA. 
Calcined  Magnejia, 
Lonei. 

Take  of  white   magnefia,  four 
ounces ;  expofe   it  to  a  ftrong 
heat  for  two  hours,  and  when 
cold  put  it  into  a  giafs  vefrel 
clofely  Hopped.    The  formula 
of  the  Edinburgh  difpenfatory  is 
the  fame,  except  the  quantity  of 
magnefia,  which  is  notfpecified. 
By  this  prooefs  the  magnefia  is 
deprived  of  its  fixed  air,  which 
conftitutes    more    than    half  its 
weight,  according  to  Dr.  Black 
and  remains  eqally  mild  with  the 
aerated  magnefia.     When  at  the 
end  of  the  operation  it  exhibits  a  lu- 
minous or  phofphorefcent  proper- 
ty, it  is  a  pretty  certain  criterion 
that  it  is  deprived  of  air.    If  fnf- 
ficiently  burnt  it  does  not  eifervefce 
with  acids,  and  confequently  is 
more  eligible  to  compl.iints  in  the 
primae  vis  where  there  is  a  redun- 
dant acidity  attended  with  flatulen- 
cy, becaufe  it  contains  more  of  the 
real  earth  of  magnefia  in  a  given 
quantity,  and  neutralizes  the  acid 
without  thatextrication  of  air  which 
is  often  a  troublefome  confequence 
in  employing  in  thefe  complaints 
aerated  magnefia.  It  purges  briikly 
in  dofes  of  from  one  dram  to  two. 
It  is  faid,  that,  fimilar  to  the  mild 
calcareous  earths,  it  promotes  and 
encreafes  putrefailion,  the  fame  as 
has  been  obferved  with  refpeft  to 
the  Epfom  and  fome  other  falts, 
which   have  magntfia  for  their 

'kali  acetatum. 

Land. 

LIXIVA  ACETATxl. 

Edinh. 
forma  ly 


SAL  DIURETICUS. 

Lend. 

TARTARUM  REGENERA- 
TUM. 
Edinb, 
Aciiated  kali^  or  lixiva. 
ly/nd.  and  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Prepared  kali,  one  pound. 

Boil  it,  with  a  very  gentle  heat,  in 
four  or  five  times  its  weight  of 
diftilled  vinegar.  When  the  fer- 
mentation ceafes,  add,  at  diffe- 
rent times,  more  diftilled  vine- 
gar; one  portion  being  almoft 
evajjorated,  frefh  vinegar  will  no 
longer  raife  any  .fermentation  ; 
which  generally  happens  bv  the 
time  that  twenty  pounds  of  di- 
friiled  vinegar  have  been  ufed. 
Then  flowly  exhale  to  drynefs. 

Melt  the  remaining  impure  fait 
for  a  little  time,  over  a  gentle 
fire;  then  diflblve  it  in  water, 
and  filter  the  folution  through 
paper.  If  the  melting  has  been 
duly  performed,  the  filtered  li- 
quor will  be  limpid  and  colour- 
lefs  ;  if  otherwife,  it  will  be  of  a 
brovvn  colour. 

Evaporate  the  limpid  folution, 
with  a  gentle  heat,  in  a  fliailow 
glafs  vefel,  occafionally  ftirring 
the  fait  as  it  dries, 'that  its  moiil- 
ure  may  be  the  fooner  exhaled. 
Afterwards  keep  it  for  ufe  in  a 
vefTel  very  clofely  flopt  ;  for  it 
will  liquefy  by  the  air.  This 
fait  ought  to  be  of  perftft  white- 
nefs;  and  fliould  totally  diffolve 
both  in  water  and  fpirit  of  wine, 
without  leaving  any  faeces.  If 
the  fait,  though  ever  fo  white, 
depofits  any  fn*ces  in  fpirit  of 
wine  ;  the  whole  of  it  muft  be 
difTolved  in  that  fpirit,  the  folu- 
tion filtered,  and  exficcated  a- 
again. 

If  the  common  alkalies  be  made 
ufe  of  for  this^procefs,  they  fliould 
be  previoiifly  purified,  by  folution 
and  cryflallifation,  from~  the  ncu- 
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tral  fall  which  they  generally  con- 
tuiii.  The  diftiiled  vinegar  niuft 
be  perftelly  free  from  any  empy- 
reuinatic  taint.  It  is  not  necellary 
to  dephlegmate  it,  or  throw  away 
the  firft  runnings  in  the  diiliilation, 
finv;e  thefe  contain  a  portion  of  the 
.acitl  (the  p:irt  here  wanted)  as  well 
as  the  phlegm. 

Ir  is  difhcult  to  hit  the  point  of 
"faturation  betwixt  the  acetous  acid 
.and  the  alkaline  fait.    After  about 
fourteen  parts  of  Itrong  diftiiled 
vinegar  have  been  gradually  poured 
.up-ii  one  of  the  hxed  fait,  the  ad- 
,dition  of  a  little  more  of  the  acid 
-will  not  occalion  any  further  etfer- 
veicence  io  the  cold  :  but,  if  the 
;ure  be -now  ftrongly  ftirred  and 
,  ..i  heated,  the  eitervefceuce  will 
^appear  afrefli  ;  upon  which  fome 
-Diore  "vinegar  is  to  be  added,  till  it 
lagain  ctafes.  Tlie  faniration  is  not 
las  yet  complete  ;  for,  upon  exhal- 
:ii)g  the  aqueous  parts,  the  remain- 
ing fait  ftiii  eifervefces  with  frelh 
' vinegar.    When  fo  much  of  the 
«acid  .las  now  been  added,  that  no 
imarks  of  fermentation  any  longer 
sar,  a  little  more  of  the  vinegar 
:.— y  be  poured  in  before  you  pro- 
^cecd  to  the  laft  evaporation.  By 
•    fe  means,  t!ie  faiuration  of  the 

 Ji  will  be  fccured,  whilft,  if  "the 

acid  prevail,  the  fuperfluous  quan- 
tity of  it  Will  exhale. 

The  fait  tnus  prepared  is  of  a 
•dark  brown  colour,  a  peculiar,  not 
ungrateful  odoi:r,  a  penetrating,  fa- 
poi.aceous,  faline  talte,  in  no  wife 
line  or  acid.  Its  brown  colour, 
.  fdponaccous  quality,  prcceed 
jfrom  the  oily  parts  of  the  vinegar; 
■  depuration  ot  the  ii!t  from  tnis 
ii  not  in  the  foregoing  procefs 
fred  on.    In  the  London  Phar- 
oporia,  the  fait  i,'.  ordered  to  be 
.'jfitd  to  perfect  whitencls. 
The  purification  of  this  fait  is 
not  a  little  troublefome.  The  ope- 
'ator  muft  be  particularly  careful, 
in  mching  it,  not  to  life  too  great 


a  heat,  or  to  keep  it  liquefied  too 
long  ;  a  little  fliould  be  occafioji- 
ally  taken  out,  and  put  into  wa- 
ter: and  as  foon  as  it  begins  to 
part  freely  with  its  black  colour, 
the  whole  is  to  be  removed  from 
the  fire.  In  the  laft  drying,  the 
heat  muft  not  be  fo  great  as  to 
melt  it ;  otherwife  it  will  not  prove 
totally  foluble.  If  the  folution  in 
fpirit  of  wine  be  exficcated,  and 
the  remaining  fait  liquefied  with  a 
very  foft  fire,  it  gains  the  leafy  ap- 
pearance which  procured  it  the 
name  terra  foliata. 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Me- 
moirs of  the  Correfpondents  of  the 
French  Academy,  iMr.  Cadet  has  . 
given  a  method  of  making  the  fait 
white  at  the  nrft  evaporation,  witli- 
out  the  trouble  of  any  further 
purification.  He  obferves,  that  the 
brown  colour  depends  upon  tlie 
oily  matter  of  the  vinegar  being 
burnt  by  the  heat  commonly  em- 
ployed in  the  evaporation;  and  his 
improvement  confifts  iri  diminifti- 
ing  the  heat  at  tiie  time  that  this 
burning  is  liable  to  happen.  The 
procefs  he  recommends  is  as  fol- 
lows. 

DiHolve  a  pound"  of  fait  of  tartar 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cold 
water,  filter  the  folution,  and 
add  by  degrees  as  much  diftiiled 
vinegar  as  will  faturate  it,  or  a 
little  more.  Set  the  liquor  to 
evaporate  in  a  ftone-ware  veflel, 
in  a  gentle  heat  not  fo  ftrong  as 
to  make  it  boil ;  when  a  pellicle 
appears  on  the  furface,  the  reft 
of  the  procefs  muft  be  finiflied  in 
a  water-bath.  The  liquor  ac- 
quires by  degrees  an  oilv  con- 
fin  ence,  and  a  pretty  deep  brown 
colour,  but  the  pellicle  or  fcum 
on  the  top  looks  whitifli,  and 
when  taken  off  and  cooled,  ap. 
pear5  a  congeries  of  little  bril- 
liant filver-like  plates.  The  mat- 
ter is  to  he  kept  continually  ftir- 
ring,  till  it  is  wholly  changed 
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into  tliis  white  flaky  matter,  flie 
complete  ciryintr  of  which  is  mod 
conveniently  effeftcd  in  a  warm 
oven. 

We  fliall  not  take  upon  us  to 
determine  whether  the  pure  or 
impure  fait  be  preferable  as  medi- 
cines ;  obferving  only,  that  the 
Irttter  is  more  of  a  faponaceous  na- 
ture, the  former  more  acrid,  though 
fomewhat  more  agreeable  to  the 
ftomach.  Mr.  Cadet  reckons  the 
fait  prepared  in  his  method  fu- 
perior  both  to  the  brown  and 
white  forts  made  in  the  common 
way,  as  pofTefling  both  the  oily 
quality  of  the  one,  and  the  agree- 
ablenefs  of  the  other,  and  as  being 
always  uniform,  or  of  the  fame 
power;  whereas  the  others  are 
liable  to  vary  confiderably,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  heat  employed 
in  the  evaporation.  They  are  all 
medicines  of  great  efficacy,  and 
may  be  fodofed  and  managed  as  to 
prove  either  miUly  cathark,  or  poixj- 
erfully  diu>ct'.c  :  few  of  the  (aline 
deobflruents  come  up  to  them  in 
virtue.  The  dofe  is  from  half  a 
fcriiple  to  a  dram  or  two.  A  bare 
mixture  of  alkaline  fait  and  vine- 
gar without  exficcation,  is  not  per- 
haps much  inferior  as  a  medicine 
to  the  more  elaborate  fait.  I  have 
known  two  drams  of  the  alkali,  fa- 
turated  with  vinegar,  occaiion  ten 
or  twelve  flools,  in  hydropic  cafes, 
and  a  plentiful  difchargc  of  urine, 
without  any  inconvenience. 


PREPARATIONS.      Part  III. 

AQTJA  AMMONIA  ACE- 
TAT^E ; 

formerly 

SPIRITliS  MINDERERI. 
Water  of  acrtaled  ammonia. 
Loud. 

Tak^e  of 

Ammonia  prepared,  two  ounces. 
Diflilied  vinegar,  four  pints,  or 
as  much  as  will  perfedly  fa- 
turate  the  ammonia. 
Edinb. 

Take  any  quantity  of  prepared  f:il 
ammonia,  and  gradually  pour 
upon  it  as  much  diftilled  vinegar, 
as  will  perfedly  faturate  the 
ammonia. 

.This  is  an  excellent  aperient  fa- 
line  liquor.  Taken  warm  in  bed, 
it  proves  commonly  a  poivsrful  dir.- 
phoreiic,  or  fudorifc ;  and,  as  it 
operates  without  heat,  it  has  place 
in  febrile  and  inflammatory  difor- 
ders,  where  medicines  of  the  warm 
kind,  if  they  fail  of  procuring 
fweat,  aggravate  the  diftemjjer.  Irs 
nftion  may  likewife  be  determined 
to  the  kidneys,  by  walking  about 
in  a  cool  air.  The  common  dofe 
is  half  an  ounce,  either  by  irfelf, 
or  along  with  otiier  medicines 
adapted  to  the  intention.  Its 
ftrength  is  not  a  little  precarious, 
depending  in  great  meafure  on  that 
of  the  vinegar;  an  inconvenience 
which  cannot  eaiilv  be  obviated, 
for  the  faline  matter  is  not  re- 
ducible to  the  form  of  a  concrete 
fait. 


L 


SECT.  VII. 

Anomalous  Salts. 

CRYSTALLT  TARTAR!.  difTolved ;    and    the  folution, 

Cryf. ah  of  tartar.  whilll  it  continues  hot,  paffed 

ET  powdered  white  tartar  be  tlsrough  filtering  paper    or  a 

boiled  in  twenty  times  its  woollen  cloth,  and  received  ii;i  a 

quantity  of  water,  till  pcrleftly  wooden  veflel ;  then  expofe  it 
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for  a  night  or  longer  to  the  cold 
air,  that  cryftals  may  form  them- 
lelves,  ami  ihoot  to  the  lides  of 
the  veirel;  the  water  being  now 
poured  off,  the  crydals  are  to  be 
tolleiled  and  dried  for  life. 
The  filtration  of  the  foliition  of 
tartar  through  paper  fucceeds  very 
flowlv,  and,  uniefs  managed  with  a 
good  deal  of  addrefs,  not  at  all; 
for,  as  foon  as  the  boiling  liquor 
begins  to  grow  fenfibly  lefs  hot,  it 
depofits  much  of  the  tartar  all  over 
the  furfece  of  the  paper,  which 
hinders  the  remainder  from  paffing 
through.  Zvvelffer,  in  his  animad- 
veruons  on  this  procefs  in  the  Au- 
guftan  Pharmacopoeia,  direfts  the 
folution  to  be  clarified  with  whites 
of  eggs,  and  fcrained  only  through 
a  linen  cloth  j  he  likewife  judi- 
ciouflv  orders  the  vefTel  to  be  clofe 
covered,  and  the  cryftallifation  per- 
formed in  a  warm  place:  for,  if  the 
folution  be  fuffercd  to  cool  very 
faft,  it  is  vain  to  expeft  any  ap- 
pearance of  cryftals  ;  the  tartar  wjU 
inevitably  be  precipitated  to  the 
bottom  of  the  vefTel  in  the  form  of 
fand.  And  indeed,  the  bufinefs  of 
refining  and  cryftallifing  tartar  is 
.fo  very  troublefome,  and  requires 
fo  large  an  apparatus,  that  fcarce 
any  of  the  apothecaries,  or  even  of 
the  trading  chemifts,  are  at  the 
trouble  of  it ;  but  either  import  it 
ready  refined  from  Holland,  or 
purchafe  it  from  fome  people  here 
who  make  it  their  fole  bufinefs. 

Crystals  of  tartar,  or  what  is 
called  Cre  am  of  Tartar,  in  the 
fucceeding  procefi,  both  of  them 
poflefs  fimilar  medical  etfedts,  for 
which  fee  Tartarum,  in  the 
Materia  Medica. 

CREMOR  TARTARI. 

Cream  of  tartar. 
Take  any  quantity  of*  folution  of 
tartar,  made  as  in  tlie  foregoing 
procefs,  and  palTed  through  a 
filter.  Boil  it  over  the  fire,  till 
a  thick  cuticle  appear  on  the 


furface,  which  is  to  be  taken  off 
with  a  wooden  fkimmer  bored 
full  of  holes.  Continue  the  boil- 
ing till  a  frefli  cuticle  arife, 
which  is  ,to  be  taken  off  as  the 
foregoing,  and  the  operation  re- 
peated till  the  whole  quantity  of 
liquor  be  thus  confumed;  After- 
wards dry  ail  the  cuticles  toge- 
ther in  the  fun, 

Tiiis  procefs  feeins  inferted  only 
to  retain  a  name  lon^  familiar  to 
the  fliops ;  for  the  preparation  it- 
felf  in  no  refpeft  differs  from  cry- 
ftals of  tartar  reduced  to  povvdrr. 
Indeed  the  purchafer  ought  always 
to  prefer  the  cryftals  ;  for  the 
powder  is  often  fophifticated  with 
faline  fubftances  of  another  kind. 

Both  the  cryftals  and  cream  are 
brought  to  us  froiii  abroad  ;  they 
are  not  dilTerent  in  quality  from 
one  another :  and  that  good  white 
tartar,  unrefided,  is  not  inferior  to 
either  of  them. 

KALI  TARTARISATUM; 
formerly 
Tartarum  Solubile. 
Tartar ifed  kalj. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Prepared  kali,  one  pound  ; 
Cryftals  of  tartar,  three  pounds  ; 
Boiling  diftilled  water,  three  gal- 
lons. 

To  the  kali,  difTolved  in  water,  add 
gradually  the  cryftals'  of  tartar 
powdered ;  filter  the  liquor, 
when  cold;  and  after  due  eva- 
poration fet  it  bv  to  cryftallife. 
LIXIVA  TART ARIS ATA; 

Tartarum  Solubile. 
Tar  tart  fed  li.viva. 
iLdinb. 

Take  of 

Purified  fixt   vegetable  alkali, 

one  pound  j 
Water,  fifteen  pounds. 
The  alkaline  fait  being  diffolved  in 
the  boiling  water,  add  gr;idually 
the  crjftals  of  tartar  povrdered, 
^  g 
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fo^  long  as  any  efFervclcence  is 
raifcd,   jvliich   vvil^  commonly 
ceafe  before  a  third,  parf  of'tk^ 
crydals  of  tartar  ftiaJl  be  con- 
fumed;  then  ftrain  the  iiquoij 
r  when  cold,  through  paper,  Auq^ 
after  proper  evaporation,  fet'  It 
by  to  cryftaliife.  'J'^r 
Common  white  tart^Js jiferfwi^ 
..preferable  for  this  op'elfeticBi  to  the 
cpyftals  ufiially  met  with.    Its  im- 
purities can  here  be  no  obje£Uon^' 
fincfe,  it  will  be  fufficifntly  depurat- 
ed by  the  fubfequent. filtration. 

■  The  preparation  g^f  ^this?  niedi- 
cine  by  either  of  the  -abofc^e  me- 
thods is  very  eafy ;  though  fonie 
•chemifts  have  rendered  it  'fuffici- 
cntKyronblefome,  by  a  nicety-that 
"IS"  riot  at  all  wanted.  Thev  ijifilt 
upon  ^littmg  th^  Very  exaft  point 
of'  fatiiratiqlt /betwixt  the  alkaline 
fait  and  the  acid  of  the  tarty;  and 
caution  the  operator  to  be  ex- 
tremely care'ful,'  when  he  comes 
near  this  mark,  left,  by  imprudent- 
ly (adding  too  largfe  a  portion  of  eir 
ther,  he  render  the  fait  too  acid, 
or  too  alkaline.  If  the  liquor  be 
fuffered  to  cool  a  little  before  it  is^ 
committed,  to  the  filter,  and  then 
properly  exhaled  and  cryftallifed, 
no  error  of  this  k*nd  can  happen, 
though  the  faturation  fliould  not 
be  very  exactly  hit :  foij  fince 
i:ryftals  of  tar^af  ai'e  verj?  cflffiAiltly 
foluble  even  in  boiling  water,  and 
when  diiTolved  therein,  coiijcrete 
again  upon  the  liquor's  growing 
cold ;  if  any  more  of  them  has 
been  employed  than  is  taken  up 
by  the  alkaii,  this  fuperfluous  quan- 
tity will  be  le.ft  ^gfon  the  ^^ter  : 
and,  on  tlj^..otJ!^?r  han^j^if^too 
much  of  the  a-lkali  has  been  rrvade 
ufe  of,  it  will  remain  uncryflal- 
lifed.  The  cryfl-alliffation  of  this 
fait  indeed  cannot  be  effefted 
wlihout  a  good  deal  of  trouble: 
it  is  therefore  pic^'^invenient  to 
: 'ore  vail 


ki  the  acid  falf  previil  at  firft,  to 


feparate  the  fuperfluous  quantil 
by  fuffering  the«liquor  to  coo! 
Tittle  before  filtration,   and  thi 
proceed  to  the  total  evaporat  '1071  of  tht 
moeueous  JliiiJ,  which  will  leave  be- 
■nd.it  the  neutral  fait  required. 
The  moft  proper  veflel  for  this 
purpofe  is  a  ftone-ware  one  ;  iron 
jlifcolours  'the  fait. 

SokiHle  t4irtar,indofes  of  a  fcru- 
ple,  half  a  dram,  or  a  dram,  is  a 
mild  cooling  aptrient :  two  or  three 
^\r&x^%  commonly  loo/en  the  lelly  ;  and 
an  olmce  proves  pnti^  J'  Ofgly  pur- 
gative. Malouin  fays  it  is  equal 
in  pur^ative'\'irtiie*tq  the  cathartic 
fait  of  Glauber.^  If  is  an  ufefp.l 
addition  to  the  purgatives  of  the 
•■refinous  kind,  as  it  promotes  their 
operation,  and.- at- the  fame  time 
tends  to  correA  their  griping  quali- 
ty. But  it  mMft^-t^^T???-  be  givrn  in 
conjunSlion  ivith  any  acid.,  luch  as 
tamarinds,  &c.  for  all  acids  de- 
coifipojnid  it;  jabfordin:^  its  alka- 
lin(f  fait,' and  precipitating  the  tar- 
tar. ■*  »  r  /  ■ 

NATRON  TARTARISATUJM; 

fortnerly 
Tar'tarised  Natron. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Natron,  twenty'ounces ; 
Cryftcfl/oftartar  powdered,  two 

pounds;  , 
Diflilleld '  w'ater    boiling,  ten 

pints. 

Proceed  as  in  making  the  ^ali  tar- 
tarifatum. 

The  Edinburgh  Dlfp^hfatoty 
orders  this  compofition  to  ba^fm- 
ed  of  foda  and  cream  of  uertar,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  tiie  Lixiva 
Ttirtarifata. 

This  is"  a  fpecies  of  faluble  tar- 
tar, made  with  the  mineral  alkali 
or  bafis  of  fea-f;dt,  called  nitron, 
brjhda.  It  cryftallifts  far  i^iore 
eafily  than  the  preceding  prepara- 
tion, and  does  not,  like  it,  grow 
moift  in  the  air.    It  is  alfo  confi- 


Chap.  YUI. 


Anomalous  Sa/ts. 


derably  kfs pur^atl-ve,  but  is  equal- 
ly dccoinpouiidcd  by  acids.  It  is 
given  from  one  ounce  to  one 
ounce  and  an  half  as  a  mild  purga- 
tive. 

The  London  Pharmacopoeia  d'l- 
refts  rather  more  natron  to  be 
employed  than  is  necefTary;  for  if 
the  cryrtals  of  tartar  have  not  the 
fuperabiindant  acid  completely  abf- 
trafted  lb  as  to  be  brought  into 
a  llate  of  tarcarifed  k.'.li,  a  triple 
fair  will  be  produced.    Upon  eva- 
porating the  remaining  liquor,  the 
liuperfluoi^s  natron  may  be  reco- 
ivered;  and  if  we  proceed  in  the 
:evaporation  afterwards,   we  may 
[procure  the  tartarifed  natron. 
SAL  ESS£i\"TIALE  ACE- 
TOS^. 
Kffential fait  offorrel. 
'Take  any  quantity  of  the  exprfefled 
juice  of  the  leaves  of  wood  for- 
rel,  let  it  boil  gentlv  that  the 
faculent  matter  may  be  fcparat- 
ed  ;  then  (train  it  till  it  be  clear; 
and  af".er  this  boil  it  on  a  mo- 
derate hre  to  the  confiftence  of 
a  fyrup.^Put  jt  into  long-Jieckf  d 
glafs  vefTel^  and.  place  it  in-^'a 
cold  fituation,  that;4,t  may  cryr 
ftallife.    Let  thefe  cryftaJs  -.Uf 
diffolved  in  water;  and  again- 
formed  into  purer  ones. 
After  the  fame  manner,  efTential 
falts  are  obtained,  from  all  c.cid, 
aufiere,  ajlringent,    and  bitteriJJ:) 
p.ants  that  contain  but  a  fhiall 
quantity  of  oil. 
Herbs  of  a  dry  nature  arc  to  be 
moiftened,  in  the  bruiling,  with 
a  littk  water,  that  the  juice  may 
be  the  more  eafily  prefTed  out. 
In  order  to  make  the  fubjeil 
vield  its  juice  readily,  it  fliould  be 
:hopt  to  pieces,  and  well  bruifed 
n  a  marble  mortar,  before  it  is 
;ommifted   to   the  urefj.  The 
mgma  which  Remains  in  the  bag, 
till  containing  no  inconfidcraUle 
]uar,tity  of  faline  matter,  may  be 
idvantageoufly   boiled  in  water, 


and  the  decoftion  added  to  the  ex- 
prefTed  juice.  The  whole  maybe 
afterwards  depurated  together,  ei- 
ther by  the  method  before  direft- 
ed,  or  by  running  the  liquor  f^v-e- 
ral  times  through  a  linen  cloth. 
In  fome  cafes,  the  addition  of  a 
confiderable  portion  of  water  is 
necelTary ;  that  the  juice,  thus  di- 
luted, may  part  the  more  freely 
ixom  its  fjeculencies  ;  on  the  fe- 
paration  of  which,  the  fuccefs  of 
the  procefs  in  great  meafure  de- 
pends. 

The  evaporation  fliould  be  per- 
formed either  in  fhallow  glafs  ba- 
fins,  or  in  fuch  earthen  ones  as 
are  of  a  compaft  clofe  texture  ; 
fuch  are  thofe  ufually  called  ftone- 
ware.  Tlie  common  earthen  vef- 
fels  are  fubjeft  to  have  their  glaz- 
ing corroded,  and  are  fo  extremely 
perous,  as  readily  to  imbibe  and 
retain  a  good  quantity  of  the  liquor. 
■Metallic  veifels  are  particularly  apt 
to  be  corroded  bj  theie  acid  kinds 
of  juices,  / 

Thefe  juices  are  fo  vifcid,  and 
,  abound,  fo  much  with  heterogene 
''-mattierj'Jiof' a'"q'utfe  different  -  nature 
from  aiiy;-thiHg  faline,  that  a  pelli- 
cle, or  pure  faline  incruftatiori 
upon  the  furface,  is  in  vain  ex- 
pefted.  Boerhaave,  therefore,  and 
the  more  expert  writers  in  phar- 
maceutical cheniirtry,  with  great 
judgment,  direft  the  evaporation 
of  the  fuperfluous  moillure  to  be. 
continued  until  the  matter  has  ac- 
quired the  confiftence  of  cream, 
if  it  be  now  fuflered  to  fland  for 
an  hour  or  two  in  a  warm  place,  it 
will,  notwithftanding  the  former 
depurations,  depofit  a  frefli  fedi- 
ment,  from  which  it  fliould  be 
warily  decanted,  before  it  is  put 
into  the  veffel  in  which  it  is  de- 
figned  to  be  cryflallifed. 

Some  recomn;eiid  an  unglazed 
earthen  veffel,   as  preferable  for 
this  purpofe  to  a  glafs  one;  the 
fmoothnefs  of  the  latter  being  fup- 
G  g  a 
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pofed  to  hinder  the  fait  from  flick-' 
ing  thereto  ;  whilft  the  juice,  eafily 
infinuating  itfelf  into  the  pores  of 
the  former,  has  a  great  advantage 
of  fliooting  its  faline  fpicula  to  the 
fides.  Others  llightly  incrnftate 
the  fides  and  bottom  of  whatever 
veflel  they  employ,  with  a  certain 
mineral  fait,  which  greatly  difpoies 
the  juice  to  cryftallife,  to  which 
of  itfelf  it  is  very  averfe :  but 
this  addition  is,  with  regard  to  its 
iiiedical  virtue,  quite  different  from 
the  fait  here  intended. 

The  liquor  which  remains  after 
the  cry ftallifation,  may  be  de- 
purated by  a  gentle  .cplature,  and 
after  due  infpiflation  fet  to  fiioot 
again ;  when  a  further  yield  of 
cryftals  will  be  obtained. 

The  procefs  for  obtaining  tliis 
fait  is  very  tedious,  infomuch  as 
fcarce  to  be  completed  in  lefs 
than  feven  or  eight  months ;  and 
the  quantity  of  fait  which  the 
juices  afford,  is  extremely  imall. 
Hence  it  is  hardly  ever  made  or 
expe£led  in  the  fliops.  It  may  be 
fomewhat  fooner  feparated  from 
the  mucilaginous  and  other  fajcit- 
ieucies  by. clarification  with  whites 
of  eggs,  and  by  adding  pure  white 
clay. 

The  virtues  of  the  eflential  falts 
have  ^not  been  fufficiently  deter- 
mined from  experience.  Thus 
nmch,  hewever,  i?  certain,  that 
they  do  not,  as  has  been  fuppofed, 
pol'i'efs  the  virtues  of  the  fubjefts 
entire,  excepting  only  the  acids 
and  fweets.  The  otliers  feem  to 
be,  almoft  all  of.  them,  nearly  fi^ 
railar,  from  whatever  plant  they 
were  obtained.  In  watery  extracts 
of'  ■wormwood,  carduus,  chamornih\ 
•iwA  many  other  vegetalhs,  kept  for 
fome  time  in  a  foft  Hate,  I  have 
often  obferved  fine  faline  elHoref- 
cences  on  the  furlace,  which  had 
■ail  nearly  the  fame  tafte,  fomewhat 
of  the  nitrous  kind.  They  are 
U'.ppoied  by  fome  to  be  at  bottom 


no  more  than  an  impure  fpecies  of 
volatile  nitre  (that  is,  a  fait  com- 
pofed  of  the  nitrous  acid  and  am- 
monia). Thofe  which  were  ex- 
amined by  the  chemiils  of  the 
French  academy,  deflagrated  in  the 
fife,  and,  being  triturated  with  fixt 
alkalies,  exhaled  an  urinous  odour ; 
plain  marks  of  their  containing 
thofe  two  ingredients. 

Saccharum  lactis. 
Sugar  of  milk. 
Take  whey  of  milk,  prepared  by 
rennet.    .Let  it  be  boiled  over 
a  moderate  fire  to  the  confil- 
tence  of  a  fyrup,  then  put  it  in 
a   cold  j)lace  that  the  cryftals 
may  be  formed.    Let  the  fluid, 
which  remains  be  again  manag- 
ed in  the  fame  manner,  and  let 
the  cryfials  formed  be  wafhed 
with  cold  water. 
This  preparation  has  been  great- 
ly celebrated  in  ihforders   of  the 
hreaji,  but  is  far  from  anfwering 
what  has  been  expected  from  it. 
It  has  little  fvveetnefs,  and  is  dif- 
ficult of  folution  in  water.    A  fa- 
line fubllance,  much  better  deferv- 
ing  the  name  of  fugar,  may  be  ob- 
tained by  evaporating  new  milk, 
particularly  that  of  the  afs,  to  dry. 
nefs,  digefting  the  dry  matter  in 
water  till  the  water  has  extraifted 
its  foluble  ])art3,  and  then  infpitfat- 
ing  the  filtered  liquor.    This  pre- 
paration   is   of    grest  fweetnefs, 
though  neither  wliite  nor  cryllal- 
line:  nor  is  it  perhaps  in  the  pure 
cryftallif^ible  parts  of  milk  that  its 
'medicinal  virtues  lie  ;  and  little  de- 
pendence is  put  upon  it  as^'medi- 
ciiie. 

FLORES  BENZOES. 
Jjond. 

ACIDI^M  .BE\'ZOICUM  . 

Edinb. 
formerly 
FLORES  BENZOINI. 
Floioers  of  benzoine. 
Land.  ^ 

Put  one  pound  of  powcl;^cd  ben- 
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Jlnomalous  Saks, 
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7.oine  into  an  earthen  pot  placed 
in'  fand  ;  and,  with  a  ilow  tire, 
tiiblinie  the  flowers  into  a  coni- 
cal paper  cap  fitted  to  the  pot. 
If  the  flowers  have  any  yellow 
tiiige,   mix   them    with  white 
clay,  and  fublime  again. 
Put  any    quantity   of  powdered 
benzoine  into  an  earthesn  pot ; 
under  which,  after  adapting  a 
large  paper  cap   of  a  conical 
figure  to  the  brim,  place  a  flow 
fire  that  the  flowers  may  fub- 
lime.   If  the  flowers-  be  im- 
pregnated with  the  oil,  let  them 
be  purified  by  foliition  in  warm 
w.-^ter,  and  cryftallifation. 
Benzoine,  expofed  in  a  retort 
:to  a  gentle  fire,  melts,  and  fends 
!-up  into  the  neck  white,  fliining, 
icryftalline  flowers,  which  are  fol- 
i  lowed  by  an  oily  fubftance.  On 
:raifing  the  heat  a  little  (a  recipient 
i  being  applied  to  the  neck  of  the 
1  retort)  a  thin  vellowifh  oil  comes 
I  over,  intermingled  with  an  acid  li- 
•  quor,  and  afterwards  a  thick  buty- 
;raceous  fubftance  ;  this  laft,  lique- 
fied in  boiling  water,  gives  out  to 
it  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fa- 
.  line  matter  (feparable  by  filtration 
:and  proper  exhalation)  which  ap- 
.pears  in  all  relpedts  fimilar  to  the 
flowers. 

It  appears  therefore,  that  the 
whole  quantity  of  flowers  which 
benzoine  is  capable  of  yielding, 
cannot  be  obtained  by  the  above 
proceffes,  fince  a  confiderable  por- 
tion arifes  after  the  time  of  their 
being  difcontiniied  :  that  greateft 
parr  of  the  flowers  arifes  with  a 
lefs  degree  of  heat  than  what  is 
neceflTary  to  elevate  the  oil :  but 
that,  if  the  operation  be  haftily 
conduced,  or  if  the  fire  be  not  ex- 
ceeding gentle,  the  oil  will  arife 
along  with  the  flowers,  and  ren- 
der them  foul.  Hence,  in  the 
way  of  trade,  it  is  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  prepare  them  of  the  re- 
cuifite  whitcnefs  and  purity  j  the 


heat  which  becomes  necefl-iry,  when 
large  quantities  of  the  benzoine 
are  employed,  being  lb  great  as  to 
force  over  fome  of  the  oil  along 
with  them. 

In  order  therefore  to  obtain 
thefe  flower.:  in  perfection,  only  a 
fmall  quantity  of  benzoine  fliould 
be  put  into  the  veflel  at  a  time; 
and,  that  this  may  not  be  any  \m.T 
pediment  of  the  I'equifite  difpatcli, 
a  number  of  fliallow,  flat-bottom- 
ed, earthen  diflies  may  be  em- 
ployed, each  fitted  with  another 
velTel  inverted  over  it,  or  a  paper 
cone.  With  thefe  you  may  fill  a 
fand-furnace ;  having  frefli  diflies 
charged  in  readinefs  to  replace 
thofe  in  the  furnace,  as  foon  as  the 
procefs  fliall  appear  finiflied  in 
them  :  the  refiduum  of  the  ben- 
zoine fliould  be  fcraped  out  of 
each  of  the  veflels,' before  a  frefli 
parcel  is  put  in. 

The  paper  cone  has  been  long 
difufed  by  the  chemifts.  Maud 
of  London,  and  feveral  others,  em- 
ployed glafs  retorts,  for  the  firfl 
fublimation,  with  the  narrow  parts 
of  the  tubes  cut  oftj  to  which  they 
joined  receivers,  not  luted,  fcrap- 
ing  out  the  flowers  frequently  from 
the  necks  of  the  retorts,  and  ufing 
a  degree  of  heat  fufticient  to  keep 
the  benzoine  melted.  '  For  the  rec- 
tification they  employed  frone- 
ware  bodies,  with  large  glafs  blind- 
heads  fitted  to  them  without  lut- 
ing. The  impure  flowers,  after 
being  wrapped  up  in  bibulous  pa- 
per, and  moderately  prefled,  were 
refublimed  into  the'blind-heads,  of 
a  pearly  whitenefs.  Thefe  flowers 
by  fome  are  conlidered  as  a  pecu- 
liar acid,  hence  called  aculiun  ben- 
zol cum, 

Thefe  flowers,  when  made  in 
perfection,  have  an  agreeable  tafte 
and  fragrant  fmell.  They  totally 
difTolve  in  fpirit  of  wine  ;  and  like- 
wife,  by  the  aflTiftance  of  heat,  in 
water;  but  feparate  again  from  the 
G  g  3 
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latter  upon  the  liquor's  growing 
cold,  (hooting  into  faline  fpicula, 
which  unite  together  into  irregu- 
lar mafles.  By  the  mediation  of 
fiigar  they  remain  fiifpended  in 
cold  water,  and  thus  form  an  ele- 
gant balfamic  fyrnp.  Some  have 
held  them  in  grtat  efteem,  as  pec- 
toral and  Judor  'ific^  in  the  dole  of 
half  a  fcruple  or  more.  But  the 
prelent  praAice  rarely  makes  ufe 
of  them,  on  account  of  the  offen- 
five  oil,  with  which,  as  ufiially 
prepared,  they  are  tainted,  and 
firom  which  a  fredi  fublimation 
from  tobacco-pipe  clay  does  not 
free  them  fo  effeftually  as  might 
be  wiflied.  The  obfervations  be- 
fore related  point  out  a  method  of 
depurating  them  more  perfeftly, 
viz.  by  folution,  filtration,  and  cry- 
Itallifation. 

Sal  sEDATivtJs. 
Salt  of  borax,  called  fedative  fait. 
Put  eight  ounces  of  powdered  bo- 
rax ihto  a  wide-necked  retort  ; 
pour  thereon  three  ounces  of  wa- 
ter; and  then  add  three  ounces 
of  vitriolic  acid.  Place  the  re- 
tort in  a  proper  furn«(?e,  adapt 
to  it  a  receiver,  and  increafe  the 
fire  till  the  vefl'el  becomes  red 
hot.  The  fedative  fait  will  arife 
into  the  neck,  in  form  of  thin 
fliining  plates,  which  are  to  be 
fwept  out  with  a  feather  :  and  a 
little  liquor  will  pafs  into  the 
receiver.  When  the  matter  in 
the  retort  is  grown  cool,  pour 
back  upon  it  the  diltilled  li- 
quor, and  fublime  again.  Re- 
peat this  procefs  fo  long  as  the 
borax  continues  to  yield  any 
confiderable  quantity  of  faline 
flowers. 

Or, 

Diflblve  the  borax  in  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  warm  water,  and  add 
thereto  the  vitriolic  acid.  Eva- 
porate this  mixture,  till  thin 
plates  begin  to  appear  upon  the 


furface  ;  then  fufFer  the  fire  to 
decay,  p.nd  let  the  vefTcl  ftand 
unmoved,  till  plenty  of  cryftals 
are  formed ;  which  are  to  be 
well  rinfed  with  cold  water,  and 
then  dried  for  ufe. 
In  the  preparation  of  this  fait  by 
fublimation,  the  fire  muft  be  ex- 
peditioufly  raifcd  when  the  matter 
begins  to  grow  dry,  for  it  is  only 
at  this  period  that  the  fait  fub- 
limes.    The  fublimed  fait  itfelf,  in 
a  perfectly  dry  ftate,  proves  fixt  in 
the  fire.    If  moiftencd  with  v.-ater, 
and  then  expolcd  to  a  fmart  heat, 
part  of  it  continues  to  rife,  till 
the  moiflure  is  %^olly  exhaled ; 
after  which,  nothing  more  can  be 
forced  up  by  heat,  till  the  fait  is 
again  moiftened.    Hence  the  ufe 
of  returning  the  diftilled  liquor, 
and    repeating   the  fublimations. 
Lemery  fays,  he  found  flowers  con- 
tinue to  rife  till  the  thirty-fixth 
fublimation  ;  and  that  the  quantity 
obtained  by  ail  thefe  fublimations 
aniounted  to  half  an  ounce  and 
thirty-five  grains,  from  two  ounces 
of  borax. 

The  part  of  the  borax  which 
does  not  fublime,  appears  to  be  the 
fame  (when  the  common  refined 
borax  of  the  fliops  is  made  ufe  of) 
with  the  alkaline  fait  of  the  fea  fait. 
The  fedative  fait,  united  with  that 
alkali,  recompofes  borax  again. 
The  extrication  of  the  fedative  fait 
from  the  borax  happens  on  the 
fame  principle  as  that  of  the  ma- 
rine acid  from  fea  fait,  viz.  the  vi- 
triolic acid  uniting  with  the  alkali; 
and  the  refiduum  is  in  both  cafes 
the  fame,  viz.  vitriolaied  natron  or 
fodn.  The  fedative  fait  my  be  ex- 
tricated alfo  from  borax  by  other 
acids,  but  moft  conimodioully  and 
effe!n:ually  by  the  vitriolic. 

The  procefs  by  cryftallifation  is 
lefs  troublefome  than  that  by  fub- 
limation ;  but  the  fait  proves  ge- 
nerally  lefs  white,  and  is  apt  like- 
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wife  to  retain  a  part  of  the  vitrio- 
lated  natron,  efjpecially  if  the  eva- 
poration be  too  long  protraifted. 

The  fedative  fait  appears  to  the 
tafte  a  neutral  fait ;  bur,  examined 
with  alkalies,  has  the  properties  of 
an  acid,  effervefcing,  uniting,  and 
cryftalliling  with  them,  and  de- 
flroying  their  alkaline  quality.  It 
dilTolves  both  in  water  and  in  fpirit 
of  wine :  though  not  very  readily 
in  either.  to  its  virtues,  it  is 
fuppofed  to  be  a  mild  anodyne^ 
(whence  its  name),  to  calm  the  heat 
of  the  blood  in  ■iurning fevers^  to  pre- 
vent or  remove  delirious  fymptoms,  and 
allay  fpafmodic  affe^ions,  whether 
hypochondriacal  or  hyfterical,  at 
Icaft  for  a  time.  The  dofe  is  from 
two  to  eighteen  grains,  in  any  pro- 
per liquor. 

SAL,  ET  OLEUM  SUCCINL 
Salt^  and  oil  of  amber. 
Land. 

Take  of  amber,  two  pounds. 
DiRil  in  a  fand-bath  with  a  fire 
gradually  increafed.  There  will 
come  over  an  acid  liquor,  an  oil, 
and  a  fait  impregnated  with  the 
oil. 

The  oil,  diftilled  again  by  itfelf,  is 
divided  into  a  thinner  oil  which 
arifes;  and  a  thicker  part  tliat 
remains  behind,  called  balfam  of 
amber. 

The  fait  is  to  be  boiled  in  the  di- 
ftilled  fpirit,  or  in  common  wa- 
ter, and  fet  to  cryftallife ;  by 
thefe  means  it  is  freed  from  its 
adhering  oil.  The  oftener  this 
is  repeated,  the  purer  it  will  be. 
Edinb. 

Mix  powdered  white  amber  with 
an  equal  weight  of  clean  fand, 
and  put  them  into  a  glafs  retort, 
of  which  the  mixture  may  fill 
one  half :  then  adapt  a  large  re- 
ceiver, and  diftil  in  a  fand-fur- 
nace,  with  a  fire  gradually  in- 
creafed. At  firft  a  watery  liquor 
wiil  come  over,  with  fome  yel- 
low oil ;  then  more  yellow  oil, 


along  with  fait ;  and  afterwards, 
with  a  reddifli  or  black  coloured 
oil. 

When  the  difiillation  is  finiflied, 
empty  the  liquor  out  of, the  re- 
ceiver; and  feparate  the  oil  from 
the  water:  having  collected  to- 
gether the  fait  which  adheres  to 
the  fides  and  neck  of  the  retort, 
dry  it  by  gentle  preflure  be- 
tweea  the  folds  of  fome  fpongy 
paper. 

The  oil  may  be  feparated  from  the 
fpirit  by  filtration;  that  it  may 
be  freed  from  the  adhering  oil ; 
afterwards  it  may  be  purified  by 
fohition  in  warm  water,  and 
crvftallifation. 

SAL  SUCCINI  PURIFICA- 
TUM. 
Purified  fait  of  amber, 
Lojid. 

Take  of 

Salt  of  amber,  half  a  pound  ; 

Diftilled  water,  one  pint. 
Boil  the  fait  in  the  diftilled  water, 

and  fet  the  folution  afide  to  cryf- 

tallife. 

OLEUM  SUCCINI  RECTIFI- 
CATUM. 
Reefed  oil  of  amber. 
Land. 
Take  oil  of  amber. 
Diftil  three  times. 

Edinb. 

Let  oil  of  amber,  to  which  fix  times 
the  quantity  of  water  is  added, 
be  diftilled  from  a  glafs  retort, 
until  tivo  thirds  of  the  water, 
lhall  have  paffed  over  into  the 
receiver.  Then  let  the  redified 
oil  be  feparated  from  the  water, 
and  kept  in  velTels  clofely  flop- 
ped. 

The  acid  liquor  formerly  called  - 
fpirit,  is  a  mere  folution  of  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  fait,  and  inert  im- 
purities of  the  bitumen  in  phlegm. 

In  the  diftillation  of  amber,  the 
fire  mufl  for  fome  time  be  continu- 
ed gentle,  fcarce  ext ceding  the  de- 
gree at  which  water  boils,  till  the 
^  g  4 
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aqueous  phlegm  and  tbiii  oil  have 
arileii  ;  after  which  it  is  to  be 
flowly  increafed.  If  the  fire  were 
urged  halUly,  the  amber  would 
fwell  up,  and  rife  in  its  whole  fub- 
ftance  into  the  receiver^  without 
undergoing  the  required  decompo- 
fition  or  fcparation  of  its  parts. 
When  faiid  or  fimilar  intermedia 
are  mixed  with  it,  it  is  lefs  fnbjeft 
to  this  rarefaction,  and  the  fire 
may  be  raifed  fomewhat  more  ex- 
pcditioufiy  ;  though  this  little  ad- 
vantnge  is  perhaps  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  room  which  the 
fand  takes  up  in  the  retort. 

Our  chemifl:s  generally  leave  the 
receiver  unluted,  that  it  may  be  oc- 
cafionally  removed  as  the  fait  rifes 
and  concretes  in  the  neck  of  the 
retoit,  whence  it  is  every  now  and 
then  fcraped  out  to  prevent  the  oil 
from  carrying  it  down  into  the  re- 
ceiver. When  a  grofs  thick  oil  be- 
gins to  arife,  and  no  more  fait  ap- 
pears, thedifiillation  is  ftopt,  though 
it  might,  perhaps,  be  continued 
longer  to  advantage. 

Mr.  Poi  T  informs  us  (in  a  curi- 
ous diflertationon  the  fait  of  amber, 
pubiifhed  iu'  the  ninth  volume  of 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Berlin)  that  the  Pruf- 
lian  workmen,  who  prepare  large 
quantities  of  the  fait  for  exporta- 
tion, from  cuttings  rfnd  fmall  pieces 
of  amber,  perform  the  didillation 
without  any  intermedium,  and  in 
an  open  fire:  that  fweeping  out 
the  fait  from  the- neck  of  the  retort 
being  found  too  troublefome,  they 
fufFer  the  oil  to  carry  it  down  into 
the  receiver,  and  afterwards  fepa- 
rate  it  bv  means  of  bibulous  paper, 
which  imbibes  the  oil,  and  leaves 
t'lie  fait  dry  ;  which  paper  is  after- 
wards fqucezed  and  diliilled  :  that 
they  continue  the  diflillation  till  all 
that  can  be  forced  over  has  arifen  ; 
with  care  only  to  catch  the  laft 
thick  oil  in  a  feparate  receiver  ; 
ahd  that  from  this  they  extradl  a 


confidcrable  quantity  of  fait,  by 
fliaking  it  in  a  ftrong  veflel  with 
three  or  four  frefli  portions  of  hot 
water,  and  evaporating  and  cryftal- 
lifing  the  filtered  waters. 

The  fait,  freed  from  as  much  of 
the  oil  as  fpongy  paper  will  imbibe, 
retains  fo  much  as  to  appear  of  a 
dark  brown  colour.  Mr.  Pott  fays, 
the  method  lie  has  found  to  fucceed 
befi:,  and  with  leafl:  lofs,  is,  to  dif- 
iblve  the  fait  in  hot  water,  and  put 
into  the  paper,  through  which  the 
fohition  is  to  be  filtered,  a  little 
cotton  nightly  moillened  with  oil 
of  amber :  this,  he  fays,  detains  a 
good  deal  of  the  oil  of  the  fait,  and 
the  folution  pafTes  through  the 
more  pure.  The  liquor  being  eva- 
porated with  a  very  gentle  fire,  as 
that  of  a  water-bath,  and  fet  to 
flioot,  the  firfl  cryftals  prove  tranf- 
parent,  with  a  flight  yellowiflx 
tinge  ;  but  thofe  which  follow  are 
brown,  oily,  and  bitter,  and  are 
therefore  to  be  further  depurated 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  whole 
quantity  of  cryftals  amounts  to  a- 
bout  one-thirtieth  of  the  weight  of 
the  crude  amber  employed.  By 
fublimation  from  fea  fait,  the  fait 
is  more  perfectly  and  more  expe- 
ditioufly  purified.  Mr.  Pott  ob.- 
jefts  to  fublimation,  that  a  part  of 
the  fait  is  decompofed  by  it,  a 
coaly  matter  being  left  behind, 
even  though  the  lalt  was  previouf- 
ly  purified  by  cryftallifation.  It 
may  be  prefumed,  however,  that 
this  coal  proceeds  rather  from  the 
burning  of  fome  remains  of  the 
oily  matter,  than  from  the  decom- 
pofition  of  aiiv  part  of  the  true 
fait. 

Pure  SALT  of  ambek  has  a  pe- 
netrating, fubaftringent,  acid  tafte. 
It  diflTolves,  both  in  water  and  in 
reftified  fpirit ;  though  not  readily 
in  either,  and  fcarcely  at  all  in  the 
latter  without  the  affiftance  of  heat. 
Of  cold  M'ater  in  fummer,  it  re- 
quires for  its  folution  about  twen- 
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tv  times  its  own  weight;  of  boiling 
water  only  about  twice  its  weight. 
Expofed  in  a  glafs  veflel,  to  a  heat 
a  little  greater  than  that  of  boiling 
water,  it  firft  melts,  then  rifes  in  a 
white  fume,  and  concretes  again 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  glafs,  into 
■  fine  white  flakes,  leaving,  unlefs  it 
was  perfeftly  pure,  a  little  coaly 
;  matter  behind.    It  efFervefces  with 
alkalies  both  fixt  and  volatile,  and 
forms   with   them   neutral  com- 
;  pounds,  greatly  refembling  thofe 
'Compofed  of  the  fame  alkalies  and 
vegetable  acids.    Mixed  with  acid 
.'liquors,  it  makes  no  fenfible  com- 
motion.   Ground  with  fixt  alka- 
line falts,  it  does  not  exhale  any 
I  urinous  odour.    By  .thefe  charac- 
:ters,  it  is  conceived,  that  fait  may 
I  be  readily  diffinguillied  from  all  the 
(Other  matters  that  have  been  mixed 
'with  or  vended  for  it.    With  re- 
;gard  to  its  virtue,  it  is  accounted 
.aperient,  diuretic,  and,  on  account 
I  of  its  retaining  fome  portion  of  the 
■oil,  aMtihyfteric,     Boerhaave  gives 


it  the  charailer  of  diureticorum  et 
mitihyjlericorum  princeps.  Its  great 
price,  however,  has  prevented  its 
coming  much  into  uie ;  and  per- 
haps its  real  virtues  are  not  equal 
to  the  opinion  generally  entertained 
of  them. 

The  RECTIFIED  OIL  has  a  flrong 
bituminous  fmell,  and  a  pungent, 
acrid  tafte.  Given  in  a  dole  often 
or  twelve  drops,  it  heats,  Jlimulatesy 
and  promotes  the  fluid  fecretions.  It 
is  chiefly  celebrated  in  hjftcrical 
diforders,  and  in  deficiencies  of  the 
uterine  purgations.  Sometimes  it  is 
ufed  externally,  in  liniments  for 
ivcak  or  paralytic  Vnnbs,  and  rheuma~ 
tic  pains.  This  oil  differs  from  all 
thofe  of  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
and  agrees  with  the  mineral  petro- 
lea,  in  not  being  folilble,  either  in 
its  reftified  or  unreftified  ftate,  by 
fpirit  of  wine,  fi.Kt  alkaline  lixivia, 
or  volatile  alkaline  fpirits  ;  the  oil, 
after  long  digeftion  or  agitation, 
feparating  as  freely  as  common  oil 
does  from  water. 
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FLORES  SULPHURIS. 
Flowers  of  fulphur. 

SUBLIME  fiilphiiriri  proper  vef- 
fels ;  and  reduce  the  flowers, 
that  co1?crete,  into  powder,  ei- 
ther in  a  wooden  mill,  or  in  a 
marble  mortar  with  a  wooden 
peftle  J 

or 

Put  any  quantity  of  yellow  ful- 
phur, grofsly  powdered,  into  an 
earthen  cucurbit  placed  in  a 
fand-furnace ;  and,  having  fit- 
ted on  a  glafs  blind-head,  or  in- 
verted upon  it  another  earthen 
cucurbit,  begin  the  fublimation 
"with  a  gentle  heat,  which  may 
be  afterwards  increafed.  The 
flowers  will  rife  into  the  upper- 

^  moft  part  of  the  veflels,  whence 
they  are  to  be  fwept  out,  and 
carefully  walhed  with  very  hot 
water. 

This  procefs  is  rarely  attempted 
by  the  apothecaries,  a  large  appa- 
ratus being  necelTary  for  perform- 
ing it  to  advantage.  Thofe  who 
prepare  the  flowers  of  brimftone  in 
quantity,  ufe  for  the  fubliming 
vclfel,  a  large  iron  pot,  capable 
of  holding  two  or  three  hundred 
weight.  This  communicates  with 
an  arched  chamber,  lined  with 
glazed  tiles,  which  ferves  for  the 
recipient. 

This  preparation  of  fulphur 
makes  no  change  in  its  qualities; 
only  Separating  its  impurities,  and 
at  the  fame  time  reducing  it  into  a 
finer  powder  than  it  can  eafily  be 
brought  to  by  other  means.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  fubliming  vefTel 
there  remains  a  ponderous  grey-co- 
loured mafs,  compofed  of  fand, 


earth,  ftony,  and  fometimes  metal- 
lic matters,  with  a  fmall  portion  of 
fulphur  that  has  efcaped  the  fub- 
liming heat.  This  is  ufually 
broken  in  pieces,  and  vended  in 
the  Ihops  under  the  name  of  sul- 
phur VIVUM. 

FLORES   SULPHURIS  LOTL 
H^aJJjcHJloivcrs  of  fulphur. 
Lotid.  and  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  one  pound  ; 
Diftilled  water,  four  i)ints. 

Boil  them  for  fome  time.  Then, 
pouring  off  this  water,  let  fome 
cold  water  be  added,  and  tho- 
roughly wafli  the  flowers ;  after 
which  they  are  to  be  dried  for 
life. 

As  the  flowers  of  fulphur  arc 
generally  fublimcd  into  very  capa- 
cious rooms,  which  contain  a  large 
quantity  of  air,  or  in  veffels  not 
perfectly  clofe  ;  fome  of  thofe  that 
arife  at  firft,  are  apt  to  take  fire, 
and  thus  are  changed  into  a  volatile 
acid  vapour,  which,  mingling  with 
the  flowers  that  fublime  afterwards, 
communicates  to  them  a  notable 
degree  of  acidity.  In  fuch  cafe 
the  ablution  heredirefted  is  for  the 
general  ufe  of  the  medicine  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  :  for  the  flowers, 
thus  tainted  with  acid,  fometimes 
occafion  gripes,  and  may,  in  other 
refpefts,  be  productive  of  effecfts 
different  from  thofe  of  pure  ful- 
phur. Befides,  it  is  faid,  that 
CRUDE  SULPHUR  is  generally  Com- 
bined with  a  portion  of  arfenic, 
from  which  it  is  not  always  totally 
freed  by  fublimation  j  as  the  arfe- 
nic, in  a  low  degree  of  heat,  will 
often  be  fubliuied  along  with  it. 
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The  procefs,  therefore,  of  boiling 
the  flowers  of  fulphur  in  water, 
not  only  waflies  oiT  the  adherent 
vitriolic  acid,  but  deprives  them 
a!fo  of  any  arfenic  which  might 
be  poifibly'  mixed  with  them  in 
Aiblimatioii.  There  are,  however, 
fomt-  particular  combinations,  to 
which  they  are  fuppofed  to  L<  Set- 
ter adapted  when  unwalhed,  as 
their  union  wjth  mercury  into 
Kthiops  mineral;  and  accordingly 
for  that  preparation  the  iinwa(hed 
flowers  are  directed  by  the  London 
college. 

OLEUM  SULPHURATUM. 

formerly 
BALSAMUM  SULPHURIS 
SIMPLEX. 

Sulphurated  oil, 
Lond. 

Boil  flowers  of  fulphur,  four  ounces; 
fixteen  ounces  of  oil  olive,  in  a 
pot  lightly  covered,  until  they 
are  unired. 

PETROLEUM  SULPHURA- 
TUM; 
formerly 
BALSAMUM  SULPHURIS 
BARBADENSE, 
I5  made  in  the  fame  manner. 
QLEUM  SULPHURATUM. 
vulgo 

BALSAMUM  SULPHURIS 
CRASSUM. 

Sulphurated  oil. 
Ediub. 

Take  of 

Oil  of  olives,  eight  ounces ; 
Flowers  of  fulphur,  one  ounce. 
Boil  them  together,  in  a  fufficiently 
large  iron  vefTel,  over  a  gentle 
fire,  keeping  them  continually 
ftirring,  till  they  are  united. 
Linfeed  oil  more  readily  diflblves 
fulphur  than  oil  olive,  and  the  pre- 
paration made  with  it  is  reckoned 
fomewhat  lefs  difagreeable.  The 
veflel  they  are  boiled  in  ought  to 
be  capable  of  holding  at  lead  three 
times  the  quantity  of  the  ingredi- 
ents.   As  foon  as  the  oil  begins  to 
a6t  upon  the  fulphur,  which  hap- 


pens nearly  at  the  point  of  ebulli- 
tion, the  mixture  rarefies  very 
much,  fo  as,  if  not  prudently  re- 
moved Irom  the  fire,  to  run  over 
into  tha  furnace;  and,  as  the  mat- 
ter is  very  fufceptible  of  flame, 
dangerous  confeque.!ce3  may  enfue, 
efpecially  if  the  quantity  be  large.- 
The  opcrntor  ought  therefore  to  be 
upon  his  guard  in  the  management 
of  this  procefs. 

Thefe  preparations  are  more  con- 
veniently and  fafely  made  in  a  tall 
glafs  body,  with  the  mouth  at  lea(t 
an  inch  in  diameter,  than  in  the 
circulatory  or  clofe  veflelsin  which 
they  have  commonly  been  direiled. 
to  be  prepared,  for,  when  the 
fulphur  and  oil  begin  to  aft  ve- 
hemently upon  each  other,  they 
not  only  rarefy  into  a.  large  volume, 
but  likewife  throw  out  impetuoufly 
great  quantities  of  an  ehftic  vapour, 
which,  if  the  veflels  be  clofed,  or 
the  orifices  not  fufficient  to  allow 
it  a  free  exit,  infallibly  burfl:  them. 
Hoffman  relates  a  very  remarkable 
hiftory  of  the  efFe£ls  of  an  acci- 
dent of  this  kind.  In  the  veflel 
before  recommended,  the  procefs 
may  be  completed  without  danger, 
in  four  or  five  hours,  by  duly  ma- 
naging the  fire ;  which  fliould  be 
very  gentle  for  fome  time,  and  af- 
terwards increafed  fo  as  to  make 
the  oil  juft  bubble  or  boil,  in 
which  ftate  it  fliould  be  kept  till  all 
the  fulphur  appears  to  be  taken 
up. 

Eflential  oils  employed  as  men- 
ftrua  for  fulphur,  undergo  a  great 
alteration  from  the  degree  of  heat 
necelFary  for  enabling  th/m  to  dif- 
folve  the  fulphur ;  and  hence  the 
balfams  have  not  near  fo  much  of 
their  flavour  as  might  be  expefted. 
It  ftiould  therefore  feem  more  eli- 
gible to  add  a  proper  quantity  of 
the  eflential  oil  to  the  fimple  bal, 
fam ;  thefe  readily  incorporate  by 
a  gentle  warmth,  if  the  vefll-l  be 
now  and  then  fliaken.  Sixteen 
parts  of  eflential  oil,  and  fix  of 
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the  oleum  fiilphuratiim,  compofe 
a  balfam  more  elegant  than  tliofe 
formerly  prefcribed,  as  the  tcrebin- 
ibinalc — an'-fated  balfam  of  J'ulphur^ 
SiC. ;  which  are  now  rejcfted  ;  for 
thefe  retain  fo  much  of  the  flavour 
of  the  oil,  as  is  in  feme  meafure 
fufficient  to  cover  the  tafte  of  the 
fulphur,  and  render  it  fupport- 
able. 

The  balfams  of  fulphur  have 
been  ftrongly  recommended  in 
coughs,  confumptions,  and  other  dlfor- 
dcn  of  the  hreajl  and  lungs.  But 
the  reputation  which  they  h?ive 
had,  in  thefe  cafes,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  built  upon  any 
fair  trial,  or  experience  of  their 
virtues.  They  are  manifeftly  hot, 
acrimonious,  and  irritating ;  and , 
therefore  fliould  be  iifed  with  the 
utmoft  caution.  They  have  fre- 
quently been  found  to  i?ijure  the 
appetite,  offend  the  Jiorr.ach  and  vif- 
ccra,  parch  the  lady,  and  occafion 
thlrjl  and  felrile  heats.  The  dofe 
of  the  limple  balfam  is  from  ten  to 
forty  drops :  thofe  with  eflcntial 
oils  are  not  given  in  above  half 
thefe  quantities.  Externally, 
thev  are  employed  for  clcanftvg  avd 
healing  foul  running  ulcers,  lioer- 
haave  conjeftures,  that  their  ufe 
in  thefe  cafes  gives  occafion  to  the 
virtues  afcribed  to  them  when  taken 

internally. 

KALI  SULPHURATUM; 
formerly 
HEPAR  SULPHURIS. 
Sulphurated  Kali. 
Loud, 

T«tk^  of 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  one  ounce  ; 

Prepared  kali,  five  ounces. 
Melt  the  fulphur  with  a  flow  fire, 

and  then  mix  the  fait,  conftantly 

ftirring,  until  they  unite  into  a 

red  mafs. 

It  is  much  more  convenient  to 
melt  the  fulphur  firft  by  itfelf,  and 
add  the  fait  of  tartar  by  dej^rees, 
as  here  direfted ;  than  to  grind 
them  together,  and  afterwards  en-; 


deavour  to  melt  them  as  ordered  in 
former  editions :  for  in  this  laft 
cafe,  the  mixture  will  not  flow  fuf- 
ficiently  thin  to  be  properly  united 
by  ftirring  ;  and  the  fulphur  either 
takes  fire,  or  fublimes  in  flowers, 
which  probably  has  been  thereafoii 
why  fo  large  a  portion  of  it  hzi 
been  commonly  directed.  Even  in 
the  prcfent  method  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  fulphur  will  be  dilfi- 
pated  ;  and  if  it  were  not,  the  hepar 
would  not  be  of  its  due  quality  : 
for  one  part  of  fulphur  requires  two 
of  the  alkaline  fair,  to  render  it 
perfectly  foluble  in  water,  which 
this  preparation  ought  to  be. 

The  kali  fulphuratum  has  a  fetid 
fmell,  and  a  naufeous  tafte.  Solu- 
tions of  it  in  water,  made  with  fu- 
gar  into  a  fyrup,  have  been  recom- 
mended in  the  fame  intentions  as 
the  fulphurated  oils  above-men- 
tioned: our  Pharmacopoeias  never- 
thelefs  have  defervedly  rejefted  this 
fyrup,  as  common  pra6tice  has  al- 
moft  done  the  balfams.  The  ful- 
phurated kali,  digefted  in  rectified 
fpirit  of  wine,  imparts  a  rich  gold 
colour,  a  warm,  and  fomewhat 
aromatic  tafte,  and  a  peculiar,  not 
ungrateful  fmell.  A  tinfture  of  this 
kind  is  kept  in  the  fliops,  under  the 
name  of  another  mineral. 

Tiie  fulphurated  kali  has  been  by 
feme  ftrnnffjy  recommended  to  pj-e- 
vent  the  effects  of  mineral  poifons  ; 
folutions  of  thin  water  have  been 
prefcribed  in  herpetic,  and  other 
cutaneous  eruptions;  it  has  been 
employed  in  large  quantities,  in 
baths,  by  fome  phyficians  in  the 
pfora-,  and  ufed  by  v>ay  of  lotion 
in  tinea  capitis. 

SULPHUR  PR^CIPlTATUMj 

for7ucrhf 
LAC  SULPilURIS. 
Precipitated filphur. 
Lctid. 

Take  of 

Sulphurated  kali,  fix  ounces; 
pifiilled  water,  one  pound  and 
an  halfj 
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Diluted  vitriolic  acid,  as  much  as 
is  liitKcieiit. 
Boil  tliefulphiirated  kali  in  diftilled 
water  till  it  is  diflblved.  Filter 
the  liquor  through  paper,  aiul 
thenadi!  thediluted  vitriolic  acid. 
Wafli  the  precipitated  powder 
with  frefli  portions  of  water,  un- 
til it  becomes  inlipid. 
The  method  lof  preparing  this 
lac,  as  it  is  called,   with  fulphu- 
rated  kali,  is  the  moft  expeditious, 
and   leaft  troublefome,  provided 
the  kali  fulphuratuni  be  well  made. 

This  preparation  is  not  fo  white 
as  that  of  the  lafl:  Difpenfatory, 
which  was  made  by  boiling  the 
fulphur  with  quick  lime,  aud  pre- 
cipitating with  vitriolic  acid,  but^ 
it  is  thought  by  fome  to  be  more 
purgative.  It  is  chiefly  given  as  a 
mild  purgative,  and  poiFefles  the 
powers  attributed  to  pure  fulphur. 
iiee  Sulphur.  Materia  Medica. 

Pure  lac  fulphuris  is  not  differ- 
ent in  quality  from  pure  fulphur 
itfelf;  to  which  it  is  preferred, 
in  unguents,  &c.  only  on  account 
of  its  colour.  The  whitenefs  does 
not  proceed  from  the  fulphur's 
having  loft  any  of  its  parts  in  the 
operation,  or  from  any  new  mat- 
ter fuperadded  :  for,  if  common 
fulphur  be  ground  with  alkaline 
falts,  and  fet  to  fublime,  it  arifes 
of  a  like  white  colour,  the  whole 
quantity  of  alkaii  remaining  un- 
changed ;  and,  if  the  iac  be  melted 
with  a  gentle  fire,  it  returns  into 
yellow  fulphur  again. 

Jt  may  be  obferved,  that  the 
name  lac  Ju'.phurhy  or  milk  of  ful- 
j)hur,  applied  among  us  to  the  pre- 
cipitate, is  by  the  French  writers 
confined  to  the  white  liquor  before 
the  precipitate  has  fallen  from  it. 
TliVCTlJKA  SULPHURIS 
VOLATILIS. 
F jlatile  tincture  of  fulph^ir. 
Take  of 


Flowers  of  fulphur,  fix  ounces ; 
Sal  ammoniac,  one  pound  ; 
Quicklime,    a    pound   and  a 
half. 

Sprinkle  fome  water  on  the  lime, 
and  when  flaked  and  fallen  into 
powder,  grind  it  firft  with  the 
fulphur,  and  afterwards  with  the 
fal  ammoniac,  in  fmall  quanti- 
ties at  a  time  :,  then  diltil  the 
mixture  in  a  retort,  with  a  fire 
gradually  increafed.    The  diftil- 
led liquor  is  to  be  kept,  in  a 
bottle  clofe  flopt,  for  ufe. 
This  liquor  has  a  flrong  ofFen- 
five  fmell,  fomewliat  fimilar  to  that 
which  arifes  in  the  precipitation  of 
lac  fnlphiiris.    The  vapour  in  both 
cafes  fpreads  to  a  confiderable  di- 
flance,   changes  fllver  or  copper 
utenfils  to  a  brown  or  blackifli  co- 
lour, and  produces  difagreeable  al- 
terations in  many  medicinal  pre- 
parations.    To  this  circumftance 
therefore  due  regard  ought  to  be 
had  in  the  performance  of  that  pro- 
cefs,  and  in  the  keeping  of  this 
tinfture.  If  a  piece  of  paper,  writ- 
ten upon  with  a  fiiturated  folution 
of  lead  in  vegetable  acids,  and 
gently  dried,  be  placed  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  quire  of  paper,  or  of  a 
pretty  thick  book,   and  brought 
near  the  unftopt  orifice  of  the  bot- 
tle containing  the  tiiifture,  the  va- 
pour will  quickly  reach  it,  and 
change  the  colourlefs  writing  to  a 
legible  black. 

Hoffman  has  a  great  opinion  of 
the  virtues  of  this  preparation.  He 
fays,  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  the 
tincture  with  three  parts  of  fpirit  of 
wine,  in  a  dofe  of  thirty  or  forty 
drops,  proves  n-  mojl  poweyful  dia- 
phoretic;  and  tBat  a-Jiquor  com- 
pofed  of  this  and  camphor,  takes 
off  the  pain  of  the  gout,  by  bathing 
the  feet  with  it.  This  tindure 
.  may  be  a  powerful  medicine,  but  it 
is  certainly  a  very  unplcafant  one. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Metallic  Preparatiows, 


IN  former  Pharmacopoeias,  there 
have  been  introduced  various 
preparations  of  gold,  which  have 
been  extolled  as  cordials,  diapho- 
retics, and  powerful  purgatives ; 
but  with  the  beft  intent,  they  could 
not  be  adminiftered,  with  fafety, 
producing  in  fome  febrile  cafes, 
according  to  the  account  of  Konig 
and  LuDovici,  almoft  mortal  di- 
arrhoeas. 

But  the  experience  of  later  times 


has  fufRciently  fliown,  that  this 
metal  does  not  pofiefs  any  valuable 
medical  virtues  ;  for  in  its  metal- 
lic form,  however  finely  commi- 
nuted, it  proved  inaSlirje; — when 
fatiated  with  acid,  cnrrufwc ;  and 
in  the  intermediate  ftates,  either 
hifgnificant  or  unfafc;  preparations 
of  this  metal  are  therefore  very 
judicioufly  thrown  out  of  moft  mo- 
dern Difpenfatories. 


SECT.  I. 

Preparations  of  Silver. 


SILVER  is  the  moft  permanent 
in  the  fire  of  all  the  metals,  after 
gold.  It  diffblves  in  the  pure  ni- 
trous acid,  into  a  colnurlefs,  tranf- 
parent  liquor,  intenfcly  bitter  and 
corrofive.  This  folution  exficcated 
farnifljes  the  fliops  with  an  ufeful 
cauftic3  which  has  likewife  been 
taken  internally  in  fmall  dofes,  and 
mixed  with  other  fubftances,  as 
an  hydragngue.  It  ftains  the  Ikin 
black. 

ARGENTUM  NITRATUM ; 
foDnerly 
CAUSTICUM  LUNARE. 
Nitrated  filvcr. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Silver,  one  ounce ; 

Diluted  nitrous  acid,  four  ounces, 
by  mcafure. 
Let  the  filver  be  dilTolved  in  a  glafs 


vefTel,  upon  warm  fand :  then 
gen.ly  increafe  the  heat,  until  a 
dry  mafs  be  left.  Melt  this  in  a 
crucible,  carefully  avoiding  too 
inuch  heat,  and  pour  it  into 
moulds  of  a  convenient  form. 
Edinb.^ 

Take  of 

Pureft  filver,  flatted  into  plates, 
and  cut  in  pieces,  four 
ounces  ; 

Dilute  nitrous  acid,  eight  ounces ; 
Diftilled  water,  four  ounces. 
Let  the  filver  be  diflblved  in  a 
phial,  by  a  gentle  heat,  and  the 
folution  evaporated  to  drynefs. 
Put  the  mafs  into  a  large  cruci- 
ble, and  place  it  in  the  fire ; 
which  muft  at  firft  be  ge:nle  ; 
augment  it  by  degrees,  until  the 
mafs  flow  like  oil :  then  pour  it 
into  iron  pipes  made  for  this 
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Preparations  of  Silver. 


purpofe,  previoufly  heated  and 
greaCetl  :  and  kept  for  ufe  in  a 
glafs  vellel  clofe  ilopped. 
Strong  fpirit  of  nitre  will  dif- 
folve  fomewhat  more  tiian  half  its 
weight  of  pure  filver;   and  the 
weaker  of  the  aqu:E  fortes  com- 
mcniy  diflilled  from  calcined  vi- 
triol and  nitre,  proportionably  lefs, 
according  to  their  (^[unntity  of  pure 
nitrous  acid.    Sometimes  this  fpirit 
contains  a  portion  of  the  vitriolic, 
or  marine  acids;  which,  however 
niinute,  renders  it  unfit  for  diiTolv- 
ing  this  metal,  and  fliould  there- 
fore be  carefully  feparated  before 
the  folution  is  attempted.  The 
method  which  the  refiners  employ, 
for  examining  the  purity  of  their 
aquafortis,  and  purifying  it  if  ne- 
ceiTary,  is,  to  let  fall  into  it  a  few 
drops  of  a  perfect  folution  of  filver 
already  made.  If  the  liquor  remain 
clear,  and  grow  not  in  the  leaft  tur- 
bid or  whitilh,  it  is  fit  for  their  ufe  ; 
otherwife,  they  add  a  fmall  quan- 
tity more  of  the  folution,  which 
in-»mediately  turns  the  whole  of  a 
,  nr.illc-white  colour  :  the  mixture  be- 
ing then  fuftered  to  rell  for  fomc 
time,  depollts  a  white  fediment ; 
from  which  it  is  warily  decanted, 
exami/ied  afrefli,  and,  if  need  be, 
further  purified,  by  a  frefli  addi- 
tion of  t.'ie  folution. 

The  Gkrer,  flatted  into  thin  plates, 
as  dire(fted  in  the  fecond  of  the 
above  procefTes,  needs  not  be  cut 
in  pieces  :  the  folution  will  go  on 
the  irore  fpeedily,  if  they  be  only 
turned  rountl  into  fpiral  circumvo- 
lutions, fo  as  to  be  conveniently 
got  into  the  glafs,  with  care  that 
the  feveral  furfaccs  do  not  touch 
one  another.  By  this  management, 
a  greater  extent  of  the  face  is  ex- 
pofed  to  the  .aftion  of  the  men- 
ftiuum,  than  when  the  plates  are 
cut  in  pieces  and  laid  above  one 
another.  Good  dilute  nitrous  acid 
wiil  (lifTolve  about  half  its  weight 
of  filver,  and  it  is  not  advifabiu  to 


ufe  a  greater  quantity  of  the  men- 
ftruum  than  is  fuflicient  for  efFeft- 
ing  the  folution;  for  all  the  fur- 
plus  muft  be  evaporated  in  the  fub- 
fequent  fufion. 

The  crucible  bught  to  be  large 
enough  to  hold  five  or  lix  times  the 
quantity  of  the  dry  matter;  for  it 
bubbles  and  fwells  up  greatly,  fo  ■ 
as  otherwife  to  be  apt  to  run  over. 
During  this  time,  alfo,  little  drops 
are  now  and  then  fpirted  up,  vvhofe 
caufticity  is  increafed  by  their  heat, 
and  again  ft   which  the  operator 
ought  therefore  to  be  on  his  guard. 
The  fire  muft  be  kept  moderate  till 
this  ebullition  ceafes,  and  till  the 
matter  becomes  confiftent  in  the 
heat  that  made  it  boil  before:  then 
quickly  increafe  the  fire  till  the 
matter  flows  thin  at  'the  bottom, 
like  oil ;  on  which  it  is  to  be  im- 
mediately poured  into  the  mould, 
without  waiting  till  the  fumes  ceafe  ■ 
to  appear  ;  for  vyhen  this  happens, 
tlie  preparation  proves  not  only  too 
thick  to  run  freely  into  the  mould, 
but  likevvife  lefs  corrofive  than  it  is 
expefted  to  be. 

In  want  of  a  proper  iron  mould, 
one  may  be  formed  of  tempered 
tobacco-pipe  clay,  not  too  moift, 
by  making  in  a  lump  of  it,  with  a 
fmooth  ftick  firft  greafed,  as  many 
holes  as  there  is  occafion  for  :  pour 
the  liquid  matter  into  thefe  cavi- 
ties, and,  when  congealed,  take  it 
out  by  breaking  the  mould.  Each 
piece  is  to  be  wiped  clean  from  the 
greafe  5  and  wrapt  up  jn  dry  foft 
paper,  not  only  to  keep  the  air 
from  afting  upon  them,  but  like- 
wife  to  prevent  their  corroding  or 
difcolouring  the  fingers  in  hand- 
Hng.  _ 

This  pre]4gration  is  aflrongcauC- 
tic,  and  frequently  employed  as 
fuch,  for  confumiiig  warts.,  and  other 
flrjl:y  exa  cfcenccSy  keeping  eioivn  fun- 
gous fejh  in  iiwumii  or  ulcers,  and 
limihr  ufcs.  The  free  ufe  of  the 
argentum  nitratum  is  recommended 


464        PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS.   Part  III, 


highly  in  the  cure  of  venereal  chan- 
cres, particularly  in  their  incipient 
ftate ;  and  effe'ftually  cures,  by 
deftroying  the  difeafed  parts, 
which  foon  become  clean,  and 
heal  quickly  as  fores  proceeding 
from  any  other  caiife,  and  the  fame 
magnitude,  ufiially  do.  It  is  rarely 
applied  where  a  deep  efchar  is  re- 
quired, as  in  the  laying  open  of 
impoftumations  and  tumours  ;  for 
the  quantity  neceflary  for  thefe 
purpofes,  liquefying  by  the  moi- 
fture  of  the  fkin,  fpreads  beyond 
the  limits  in  which  it  is  intended 
to  operate. 

PiluljE  lunares. 
The  lunar  pills. 
DilTolve  pure  filver  in  dilute  ni- 
trous acid,  as  in  the  foregoing 
procefs,  and,  after  due  evapora- 
tion, fet  the  liquor  to  cryftallife. 
Let  the  cryftals  be  again  diflblved 
in  common  water,  and  mingled 
with  a  folution  of  equal  their 
weight  of  nitre.  Evaporate  this 
mixture  to  drynefs,  and  continue 
the  exficcation  with  a  gentle 
heat,  keeping  the  matter  conltant- 


lyftirring,  till  no  more  fumes  arife. 

Here  it  is  neceflary  to  continue 
the  fire  till  the  fumes  entirely  ceafe, 
as  more  of  the  acid  is  required  to 
be  diflipated,  than  in  the  preceding 
procefs.  The  preparation  is,  ne- 
verthelefs,  in  tafte  .very  fliarp,  in- 
tenfely  bitter  and  naufeous  ;  ap- 
plied to  ulcers')  it  alls  as  a  caujlic, 
but  much  milder  than  the  forego- 
ing. BooERHAAVE,  BoYi.E,  and 
others,  greatly  commend  it  in  hy- 
dropic cafes.  The  former  afTures us, 
that  two  grains  of  it  made  into  2. 
pill,  with  crumb  of  bread  and  a 
little  fiigar,  and  taken  on  an  empty 
itomach  (fome  warm  water,  fweet- 
eiied  with  honey,  being  drunk  im- 
mediately after),  purge  goi'ly  ivifh' 
out  griping,  and  bring  aivay  a  large 
quantify  of  luater,  almofl  ivithr-ut  the 
pat\c7it's  perceiving  it :  that  it  kills 
ivorms,  and  cures  many  inveterate  ul- 
cerous diforders.  He  nevcrthelels 
cautious  againft  ufing  it  too  freely, 
or  in  too  large  a  dofe  ;  and  ob- 
fei'ves,  that  it  always  proves  cor- 
rofive  and  .weakening,  efpecially  to 
tlie  ftomach. 


SECT.  III. 


Preparations  of  Iron. 


IRON  calcines  by  fire  the  mofi: 
eafily,  and  melts  the  moft  dif- 
ficultly of  all  the  metals.  Sulphur 
promotes  its  fufion,  aild  changes  it 
into  a  fubftance  not  greatly  difli- 
milar  to  a  combination  of  the  rne- 
tal  with  vitriolic  acid.  All  acids 
dilTolve  this  metal;  even  the  air 
corrodes  it  into  a  ruft  or  calx. 

Iron,  in  its  metallic  form,  or 
lightly  calcined,  or  combined  with 


vegetable  or  with  mineral  acids, 
a£ls  in  the  human  body  in  the 
fame  manner  (but  with  different 
decrees  of  power)  by  conftringing 
the  fibres.  In  all  thefe  ftates,  it 
promotes  or  reflrains  fccretions,  w'hcre 
the  deficiency  or  excefs  proceeds 
from  a  laxity  and  debility  of  the 
veffels ;  and,  in  general,  raifes  tht 
pulfe,  and,  quiclcns  the  circulation. 
The  calces  feem  to  be  the  leaft 
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aflive  preparations ;  the  crude  me- 
tal, duly  comniinuted,  is  more 
eafily  fo'Uible  in  the  animal  fluids, 
ami,  if  acffcent  juices  be  lodged 
in  tde  primte  vice,  loon  manifelts 
its  operation  by  nidorous  erufta- 
tions,  and  the  black  colour  of  the 
aivine  f.eces  ;  if  previoufly  com- 
bined with  Taline  bodies,  it  fcarce 
ever  fails  of  taking  effeft. 

As  the  calces  of  iron  are  fcarcely 
,  diffoluble  in  acids,  it  has  been  con- 
cluded that  they  are  not  Iblable  in 
I  the  human  body,  and  that  there- 
fore they  are  to  be  looked  upon  no 
.  otherwiie  than  as  a  mere  inactive 
I  earth.    But,  admitting  the  abfolute 
iindiflblubility  of  iron  while  it  con- 
-.tinues  a  calx,  it  muti  be  obTerved, 
:that  the  calces  of  this  metal  are  re* 
imarkably  eafy  of  revival  into  their 
:niecsliic  fiate'.  M.  Baume'  relates, 
;that  calx  of  iron,  dii^efted  for  an 
.'hour  or  two  in  oil  olive,  refumes 
iits  perfect  metallic  nature,  fo  as  to 
ebe  attracted  by  the  magnet,  and  to- 
itaily  foluble  in  acids  ;  whence  he 
iinfers,  that  a  like  revival  of  the 
-metal  happens  in  the  human  body. 
Jit  is  matter  of  common  obferva- 
Etioa,  that  calces  of  iron  tinge  the 
tsxcrements  black,  a  fure  mark  of 
;r  taking  efFeft:  though  tlieir 
il:    appears  to  be   neither  fo 
fpeedy  nor  fo  great  as  that  of  iron 
n  fom.e  other  forms. 

CHALYBIS  RUDIGO  VRJE- 
PARATA. 

Ruji  pfjied  prepared. 

Lond. 

itxpofe  filings  of  fteel  to  the  air, 
frequently  moiftening  them  with 
water,  until  they  are  corroded  j 
then  grind  them  in  a  mortar,  and, 
pouring  on  diftilled  water,  v^afli 
over  the  more  fubtiie  powdfr. 
The  remainder  is  to  be  expofed 
afrefh  to  the  air,  and  moinened 
as  at  firif,  then  triturated  and 
v/aftied  again  :  then  let  the  pow- 


der thus  waflied  over  fubfide, 
and  evaporate  it  todryncf,.- 
MARTIS  LIMATURA  Pll^E- 
PARATA. 
Filings  of  iron  prepared. 
Edtnb. 

Let  filings  of  iroii,  firfl  cleanfed 
by  the  magnet,  be  moillened 
oiten  with  water,  that  they  may- 
turn  to  nift,  which  is  to  be 
ground  into  an  impalpable  pow-^ 
der. 

FERRI  SQUAMxE  PUR]FI- 
CAT^E. 
Iro7i fcales  pv.vif.ed, 
Edinb. 

Let  the  fcales  of  iron,  found  at  the 
anvils  of  fmiths,  be  purified  by 
the  application  of  a  magnet; — ■ 
for  the  magnet  will  only  attract 
the  fmaller  pure  fcales,  leaving 
the  larger  ones  which  are  leis 
pure. 

The  cleanfing  of  iron  filings 
by  means  of  a  magnet  is  very  tedi- 
ous, and  does  not  anfwer  fo  well  as 
might  be  expefted;  for  if  they  be 
rufty,  they  will  not  be  attradled 
by  it,  or  not  fi^fficiently  :  nor  will 
they,  by  thefe  means,  be  entirely 
freed  fj  om  brafs,  copper,  or  other 
metallic  I'ubllanccc  v/hich  may  ad- 
here to  them.  It  appears  from  the 
experiments  of  Henckel  (Pyrito- 
log.  can.  -vovi  eifcm  iyn  kiefs)  that  if 
iron  be  mixed  by  fufion  with  even 
its  own  weight  of  any  Of  the  other 
metals,  regulus  of  antim.ony  alone 
excepted,  the  compound  wiil  be 
vigoroufly  attrafted  by  the  load- 
flone.  The  rult  of  iron  is  to  be 
procured  at  a  modtrrate  rate  from 
the  dealeri,  in  iron,  free  froni  any 
impurities,  except  fuch  as  m^y  be 
waflied  off  by  wnter. 

The  ruft  of  iron  is  preferable  as 
a  medicine  to  the  calces  or  croci 
made  by  a  flrong  fire.  Hoffman 
relates,  that  he  lias  frcqn^ntly  given 
it  v/ith  remarkaljle  fuccefs,  m  oi- 
Jlinnte  chlorotic   cafcs^  accompanied 
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nvith  excejjive  hcaJatbs,  and  other 
'violent  Jymptoms :  and  that  he  iifii- 
ally  joined  with  it  plmpinella,  arum 
root^  and  fah  of  tartar,  with  a  little 
cinnamon  and  fugar.  The  doft;  is 
from  four  or  five  grains  to  twenty 
or  thirty  :  fome  have  gone  as  far 
as  a  dram;  but  all  the  preparations 
of  this  metal  anfwer  beft  in  fniall 
dofts,  wiiich  fliould  rather  be  oitcu 
repeated  than  enlarged. 

MARS  SACCHARATUS. 

Candied  Jlccl. 
Edirib. 

A  folution  of  two  parts  of  fugar 
in  water,  boiled  to  the  confiftence 
of  a  candy,  is  gradually  added  to 
one  part  of  purified  iron  filings, 
in  a  veflel  hung  over  a  very  gen- 
tle fire,  conftantly  fliaken,  that 
the  filings  may  be  crufted  over 
with  the  fugar.    Staich  is  pitvi- 
oufly  added,  in  the  jn-oportion 
of  one  dram  to  a  pound,  to  pre- 
vent their  running  into  lumps. 
This  is  a  very  agreeable  prejiara- 
tion  of  fteel ;  but  has  hitherto  been^ 
made  only  by  the  confeflionei s. 
It  is  a  convenient  medicine  for 
children,  as  from  its  fweetnefs  they 
take  it  very  readily  ;  and,  it  may  be 
given  to  the  quantity  of  half  a 
dram,  in  cafes  in  which  chalybeate 
medicines  are  proper. 

^EtHIOPS   MARTI  ALIS, 

Martial  alhiops. 

Take  of 

Ruft  of  iron,  any  quantity ; 
Oil  of  olives,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  make  it  into  a  pafte  ; 
Let  this  be  difnlled  in  a  retort,  by 
a  ftrong  fire,  to  drynefs :  keep 
the  refiduum,  reduced  to  a  fine 
powder,  in  a  clofe  veflel. 
This  procefs  is  much  lefs  tedious 
than  that  given  in  the  former  Phar- 
macopoeia,  and  lefs  troubiefome 
alfo— bcfides,  it  is  fuppofed  to  give 
iiearlv  the  fame  refult.  It  has  been 
lecon'i  mended  on  the  fuppofition 
timt  the  iron  is  here  obtained  iu  a 
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very  fubtile  ftate,  but  not  in  gene- 
ral fuppofed  to  have  any  advantage 
fuperior   to  the  common  chaly- 

MARS  SIJLPHURATUS. 

*  Sulphurated  iron. 

Mix  filings  of  iron  with  twice  their 
weight  of  powdered  fulphur,  and 
as  much  water  as  is  fufficient  to 
make  tliem  into  a  parte  ;  which, 
on  ftanding  at  refl  for  fix  hours, 
will  fwell  up.    The  matter  is 
then  to  be  pulverifed,  put  by  de- 
grees into  a  hot  ciucible  to  de- 
flagrate,  and   kept  continually 
ftirring  with  ap  iron  fpatula  till  it 
falls  into  a  deep  black  powder. 
If  the  quantity  of  this  mixture 
be  confiderable,  and  ftrongly  prefled 
down,  it  will  not  only  fwell  on 
{landing  for  fome  hours,  but  will 
heave  up  very  weighty  obftacles, 
and  burft  out  into  flame. 

CROCUS  MARTIS  APE- 
RIENS. 

Opening  crocus  of  iron. 
This  is  made  by  keeping  the  fore- 
going preparation  longer  over 
"the  fire,  till  it  aflimies  a  red  co- 
lour. 

CROCUS  MARTIS  ASTRIN- 
GENS. 
Aftrnigeiit  crocus  of  iron. 
Edinb. 

This  is  made  from  the  opening 
crocus  of  iron,  by  reverberating 
it  for  a  long  time  in  the  moflex.- 
treme  degree  of  heat. 
Thefe  preparations  may  differ 
fomewhat  from  one  another  in  vir- 
tue ;  thtnigh  the  difference  is  not  of 
fuch  a  kind  as  tlie  titles  they  have 
been  ufually  diftinguiflied  by  im- 
port.   All  the  preparations  of  fteel 
aft  by  an  aftringent  quality;  that 
above,     denominated  ajlrn'gcnt, 
feems  to  have  the  lead  cflefi,  in 
that  way.    They  may  be  givui  in 
form  of  bolus,  ele<5tary,  or  .pill, 
from  fix  grains  to  a  fcruplc-.- 
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Formerly,  they  were  not  unfre- 
qiKntly  in' life;  at  prefent  they  are 
fo  leldom  called  for,  that  they  hav  e 
been  rejected  both  by  the  London 
and  Edinburgh  colleges. 
FERRUM  TARTARISATUM. 
Tartar  'iJ'td  ii  on. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Filings  of  iron,  one  pound  ; 
Powdered  cry ftals  of  tartar,  two 
pounds ; 

Mix  them  fith  diftilled  water^  into 
a  thick  parte,  and  expofe  them 
to  the  air,  in  a  wide  glafs  vefTcl, 
for  eight  days:  dry  it  in  a  fand 
bath,  and  then  rub  it  into  a  very 
fine  powder. 

In  the  former  Difpenfafory,  there 
were  two  preparations — Mars  so- 
iCBiLis,    and    Mars  solubilis 
TARTARISATU3  ; — but  that  offered 
here  has  all  the  ufe  of  them,  and 
-is  more  eafily  prepared  ;  indeed,  it 
is  confidered  a  very  elegant  and 
iifeful  preparation  of  ileel,  and  will 
in  many  cafes   take  effeft  after 
many  other  of    the  chalybeates 
.have  failed;   the  fait  here  joined 
rendering  the  metal  fufF.ciently  fo- 
'.  hible  in  the  animal  fluids.  It  may  be 
.given  either  in  a  liquid  form,  or  in 
'.that  of  a  bolus, &c.  in  dofes  of  four 
or  five  grains,  or  half  a  fcruple. 
ftRRUM  VITRIOLATUM 
USTUM. 

Vl'.lzO 

COLCOTHAR  VITRIOLI. 

Vitriolated    iron  calcined. 
Edinh, 

'Let  cxficcated  vitriol  of  iron  be 
cxpofed  to  a  very  ftrong  heat, 
until  it  has  a  very  red  appear- 
ance. 

FERRUM  AMMONIACALE. 

Ennd. 

AMMOMATUM. 

Edn.b. 
formerly 
FLORES  MARTJALES,  and 
ENS  VENERIS. 


Ammonlacal  iron. 
Lond. 

Take  of 
Iron  filings,  one  pound  ; 
Sal  ammoniac,  two  pounds; 

Mix,   and  fublime — rub  together 
what  remains  at  the  bottom  of 
the  veffel  with  the  fublimed  mat- 
ter, and  again  fublime. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Vitriolated  iron,  burnt,  waflied, 

and  again  exficcated, 
Sal  ammoniac, — of  each  equal 

weights ; 

Let  them  be  well  mixed  and  fub- 
limed. 

The  refults  of  thefe  procefles, 
though  different  in  their  mode  of 
preparation,  are  ultimately  the 
fame. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  procefs  de- 
pends principally  upon  the  fire's 
being  haftily  raifed ;  that  the  fal 
ammoniac  may  not  fublime  before 
the  heat  is  become  flrono;  enough  to 
enable  it  to  carry  up  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  the  iron.    Hence  glafs 
vefTels  are  not  fo  proper  as  earthen  - 
or  iron  ones ;  for  whet;,  the  former 
are  made  ufe  of,  the  fire  cannot  be 
raifed  quick  enough,  without  en- 
dangering the  breaking  of  them. 
The  molt  convenient  vellel  is  an 
iron  pot:  to  which  may  be  luted 
an  inverted  earthen  jar,  having  a 
fmall  hole  in  its  bottom,  to  luf- 
fer  the  elaftic  vapours,  which  arife 
during  the  operation,  to  efcape.  It 
is  of  advantage  to  thoroughly  mix 
the  ingredients  together,  raoiften 
them  with  a  little  water,  and  then 
gently  dry  them 5  and  to  repeat  the 
pulverifation,  humeiflation,  and  e.v- 
ficcation,  two  or  three  times,  or 
oftener.    If  this  method  be  follow-*^ 
ed,  the  fal  ammoniac  may  be  iu- 
creafed  to  three  times  the  quantity 
of  the  iron,  or  further  ;  and  a  tin- 
gle fublin>ation  will  often  be  fuffi- 
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cient  to  raife  flowers  of  a  very  deep 
orange  colour. 

This  preparation  is  fuppofed  to 
be  highly  apcr'unt  and  attenuating  ; 
though  no  other  wife  fo  than  the 
reibof  the  chalybeates,  or  at  moft, 
only  by  virtue  of  the  faline  matter 
joined  to  the  iron.  It  has  been 
found  of  fervice  in  hjlerkal  and 
hypochondriacal  cafes,  and  in  dijlem- 
pers  proceeding  from  a  laxity  and 
iveahiefs  of  the  folids-,  as  the  rickcti. 
It  may  be  conveniently  taken  in 
the  form  of  a  bolus,  from  two  or 
three  grains  to  ten.  It  is  naufeous 
in  a  liquid  form  (unlefs  in  fpiri- 
tuous  tindture),  and  occafions  pills 
to  fvvell  and  crumble,  except  fuch 
as  are  made  of  the  gums. 

LIXIVIUM  MARTIS. 
Ley  of  iron. 
Lond, 

Let  the  matter,  which  remains  af- 
ter the  fublimation  of  the  ammo- 
niated  iron,  be  fet  by  in  a  moift 
place.    It  will  run  into  a  liquor, 
which  is  to  be  kept  for  ufe. 
This  liquor  feems  greatly  to  re- 
femble  a  faturated  folution  of  iron 
made  in  fpirit  of  fait.    Its  tafte  is 
highly   aflringetit,   and  fomcwhat 
fweetifli.  It  may  be  given  in  dofes 
of  a  drop  or  two  in  any  convenient 
vehicle,  for  the  fame  intentions  as 
the  other  chalvbeatcs. 
f ERRUM  'VTTRIOLATUM. 
L.  E. 
formerly 
SAL  MARTIS, 
Lond. 
SAL  CHALYBIS, 
Edinb. 
Vitrioiatcd  iron. 

Take  of 
Iron  filings, 

Vitriolic  acid,  each,  by  weight, 

eight  ounces; 
Diliilled  water,  three  pints ; 
Mix  them  in  a  glafs  vclTcl;  and, 
after  the  ebullition  ceafes,  let  the 
nii.xture  ftand  for  fome  time  up- 


n  hot  fand  :  then  pour  off  and 
Iter  the  liquor  through  paper ; 
and,  after  proper  exhalation,  fet 
it  by  to  cryftallife. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Filings  of  iron,  fix  ounces  ; 
Vitriolic  acid,  eight  ounces; 
Water,    two   pounds   and  an 
half; 

The  procefs  is  the  fame  as  the 
former. 

During  the  difTolution  of  the 
iron,  a  ftrong  fulphureous  vspour 
arifes,  which,  on  the  approach  of 
flame,  catches  fire,  and  explodes, 
fo  as  fomctimes  to  burft  the  vefiel. 
To  this  particular,  therefore,  the 
operator  ought  to  have  due  regard. 
I'his  vapour  is  alfo  noxious  to 
animal  life  :  it  is  the  inflammable 
air  of  Dr.  Priestley. 

The  chemifts  are  feldom  at  the 
trouble  of  p  eparing  this  fait  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  juft  giv- 
en :  but  in  its  ftead  fubfliitute 
common  green  vitriol,  purified  by 
folution  in  water,  filtration,  and 
cryftallifation.  The  only  difi^erence 
betwixt  the  two  is,  that  the  com- 
mon vitriol  contains  fomewhat 
more  metal  in  proportion  to  the 
acid ;  and  hence  in  keeping,  its 
green  colour  is  much  fooner  de- 
baied  by  a  rufty  brownifli  cafl:. 
The  fuperfluous  quantity  of  metal 
may  be  eafily  fcparated,  by  fuffer- 
ing  the  folution  of  the  vitriol  to 
ftand  for  fome  time  in  a  cold  place, 
when  a  brownifli  yellow  ochry 
fediment  will  fall  to  the  bottom  ; 
or  it  may  be  perfectly  diflblved, 
and  kept  fufpended,  by  a  fuitable 
addition  of  vitriolic  acid.  If  the 
vitriol  be  fufpefted  to  contain  any 
cupreous  matter  (which  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  common  Englifli 
vitriol  ever  does,  though  almolt  ail 
the  foreign  vitriols  do),  the  addi- 
tion of  igme  bright  iron  wire  to 
the  folution  will  both  difcover  and 
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efFffliially  feparnte  that  metal  :  for 
the  acid  «iuits  the  copper  to  dllTolve 
a  proporrionable  quantity  of  the 
iron  ;  and  the  copper,  in  its  repa- 
ration from  c.-ieacid,  adheres  to  the 
undinblved  iron,  and  forms  a  ftiin 
of  a  true  copper  colour  upon  its 
furface.  Even  a  vitriol  of  pure 
copper  may,  on  this  principle,  be 
converted  into  a  pure  vitriol  of 
iron. 

But  though  the  vitriolic  acid  ap- 
pears, in  this  operation,  to  have  fo 
much  ftronger  a  difpofition  to  unite 
with  iron  than  with  copper,  that  it 
totally  rejefts  the  latter  upon  pre- 
fenting  the  former  for  it  to  a6l 
upon;  the  operator  may,  neverthe- 
lefs,  ^ive  a  dangerous  impregnation 
of  copper  to  the  pureft  and  moft 
fatura-ed  folution  of  iron  in  the 
vitriolic  acid,  by  the  ufe  of  copper 
veifeis.  If  the  martial  folution  be 
boiled  in  a  copper  vefTel,  it  never 
faih  to  dilTolve  a  part  of  the  cop- 
per, diftinguiiliable  by  its  giving 
a  cujireous  fta^n  to  a  piece  of  bright 
iron  immerfed  in  it.  By  the  addi- 
tion of  the  iron,  the  copper  is  fe- 
parated ;  by  boiling  it  again  with- 
out iron,  more  of  the  copper  is  dif- 
folved.  And  this  may  in  like  man- 
ner be  feparated  by  adding  more 
iron. 

The  fait  of  fteel  is  one  of  the 


moft  efficacious  preparations  of  this 
metal;  and  not  unfreqnently  made 
ufe  of,  in  cachectic  and  chlorvtic 
cafes,  for  exciting  the  uterine  pw ga~ 
tjons,  Jlrengthening  the  tone  of  the 
vifcerd,  and  dejiroyhtg  ivorrns.  It 
may  be  conveniently  taken  in  a 
liquid  form,  largely  diluted  with 
aqueous  fluids.  Boerha  ave  dire£ts 
it  to  be  dilFolved  in  an  hundred 
times  its  quantity  of  water,  and 
the  folution  to  be  taken  in  the  dofe 
of  twelve  ounces,  on  an  empty 
ftomach,  walking  gently  after  it. 
Thus  managed,  he  fays,  it  opevs 
the  body^  purges,  proves  diuretic,  kills 
and  expels  luorms,  tinges  the  excre- 
ments black,  or  forms  them  into  a 
?Katter  like  clay,  Jireagthens  the  fibres, 
and  thus  cures  many  'different  dif- 
tempers.  The  quantity  of  vitriol  in 
the  above  dofe  of  the  folution  is 
fifty-feven  grains  and  a  half :  but 
in  common  praftice,  fuch  large 
dofes  of  this  chalybsate  are  never 
ventured  on.  Four  or  five  grains, 
and  in  many  cafes  half  a  grain, 
are  fufficient,  for  the  intentions 
in  which  chalybeate  medicines  are 
given.  Very  dilute  folutions,  as 
that  of  a  grain  of  the  fait  in  a  pint 
of  water,  may  be  ufed  as  fiiccedanea 
to  the  natural  chalybeate  waters, 
and  will  in  many  cafes  produce 
fimilar  efFefts. 


SECT.  IV. 
Preparations  of  Copper. 


COPPER  is  lefs  eafy  of  folution 
than  iron ;  and,  in  its  metal- 
lic ftate,  does  not  appear  to  be 
acted  on  by  the  animal  fluids,  or  to 
•^ave  any  confiderabl^  efFeft  in  the 


body.  Diflblved,  it  proves  extei^- 
naliy  an  efcharotic  ;  internally,  a 
violent  purgative  and  emetic.  Acids 
of  every  kind  diflblve  it,  and  like- 
wife  volaiile  alkalies.  With  the 
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vegetable  and  mar'nie  acids,  it  forms 
a  green  foliuion,— to////  the  ■vitriolic 
ticid,  and  -volatile  alkalies,  a  blue. 
CUPRUM  AMMONIACUM. 
Amnoniacal  copper. 
Edinb. 

Take  of  the 

Pureft  vitriolated  copper,  two 
parts ; 

Prepared  ammonia,  three  parts. 

Rub  them  well  together  in  a  glafs 
mortar,  until,  all  efTervefcence 
being  over,  they  unite  into  a 
violet-coloured  mafs,  which,  roll- 
ed up  in  bibulous  paper,  miift 
firft  be  laid  on  a  chalk  ftone, 
after  dried  with  a  moderate  heat, 
and  kept  in  a  vefTel  well  flopped. 

AQUA  CUPRI  AMMONIATI. 
Land. 

AQUA  iERUGINIS  AMMO- 
NIATvE. 

Edinb. 

Water  of  ammoniated  copper. 
Land. 

~  , —  verdigris. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Sal  ammoniac,  one  dram  ; 

Lime  water,  one  pint. 
Let  them  ftand  together  in  a  copper 

veflel  until  the  ammoniac  is  fa- 

turated  with  the  copper. 
Mdiitb, 

Take  of 

Frelh-made  lime  water,  eight 
ounces  ; 

Sal  ammoniac,  two  fcruples ; 

Verdigris  powdered,  four  grains. 
Mix  and  .flrain  after  twenty-four 

hours.    For  the  medical  virtues 

of  thefe,  fee  Cuprum,  Materia 

Medic  a. 

TINCTURA  VENERIS  VO- 
LATILIS. 
Volatile  titiilurc  of  copper. 
Take  of 

Copper  filing-;,  one  t!iani ; 


Spirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  twelve 
drams. 

Let  them  Itand  together  in  a  clofe 
veflel,  frequently  fliaking  it,  un- 
til the  liquor  is  tinged  of  a  beau- 
tiful violet  colour. 
This  tinfture    or  folution  of 
copper  has  been  given  internally, 
in  the  dofe  of  a  few  drops,  as  a 
diuretic.    Boerhave  directs  at  firft 
three  drops  to  be  taken  in  a  morn- 
ing falling,  with  a  glafs  of  mead, 
and  this  dofe  to  be  daily  doubled 
till  it  comes  to  twenty-four  drops ; 
which  lafr  quantity  is  to  be  conti- 
nued for  fome  days;   He  fays,  that 
by  thefe  means,  he  cured  an  hydro- 
pic perfoM  labouring  under  a  con- 
firmed afcites;  and  that  the  medi- 
cine procured  furprifing  difcharges 
of  urine ;   that   neverthelefs,  on 
trying  it  in  another  cafe  of  the 
fame  kind,  it  did  not  anfwer.  See 
the  article  Cuprum. 
AQUA  CUPRI  VITRIOLATI 
COMPOSITA  ; 

vuli^  0 

AQUA  STYPTIC  A. 
Compound  ivater  of  vitriolated  copper. 
Edinb. 

Take 

Vitriolated  copper, 
Alum, — of  each  three  ounces ; 
Water,  two  pounds ; 
Vitriolic  acid,  one  ounce  and  an 
half. 

Boil  the  falts  in  the  water  that  they 
may  be  diflblved,  afterwards  add 
the  acid  to  the  liquor  filtered 
through  paper. 

This  is  formed  upon  the  flyptic 
recoinmended  by  Sydenham,  for 
flopping  bleeding  at  the  nofc,  and 
other  external  hsemorrhages  ;  for 
this  purpofe  cloths  or  dofiils  are  to 
be  dipt  in  the  liquor,  and  applied 
to  the  pert, 
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SECT.  V. 
Preparations  of  Lead. 


LEAD  readily  mqlts  In  the  fire, 
and  calcines  into  a  duiky 
potvder :  whicii,  if  the  flame  be 
reverberated  on  it,  becomes  at  firft 
yellow,  then  red,  and  at  length 
melts  into  a-  vitreous  miifs.  This 
metal  didblves  eafily  in  the  nitrous 
acid,  ditScultly  in  the  vitriolic,  and 
in  Imall  quantity  in  the  vegetable 
acids  ;  it  is  alfo  fohible  in  exprefled 
oil,  efpecially  when  calcined. 

Lead,  and  its  calces,-  whilft  un- 
diffolved,  have  no  coniiderable  ef- 
fects as  medicines.  Diflbived  in 
oils,  they  are  fiippofed  to  be  (when 
externally  applied)  anti-inflamma- 
tory and  de(iccative.  Combined 
with  vegetable  acids,  they  are  no- 
tably, fo;  and,  taken  .  internally, 
prove  a  powerful  but  dangerous 
ftvptic. 

PLUMBUM  USTUM. 
Burnt  ItaJ. 
Melt  lead  with  a  gentle  fire,  and 
keep  it  continually  ftirring,  with 
an  iron  fpatula,  till  it  change  into 
powder. 

MINIUM. 
Red  lead. 
Let  any  quantity  of  lead  be  melted 
in  an  unglazed  earthen  vefTel,  and 
kept  fiirring  with  an  iron  fpatula, 
till  it  fall  into  a  powder,  at  firft 
blackilli,  afterwards  yellow,  and 
at  length  of  a  deep  red  colour,  in 
wliich  laft  ftate  it  is  called  mi- 
nium; taking  care  not  to  raife 
t.'ie  fire  fo  high  as  to  run  the  calx 
into  a  vitreous  mafs.  / 
The  preparation  of  red  lead  is  fo 
troubleibme  and  tedious,  as  fcarce 
ever  to  be  attempted  by  the  apothe- 
cary or  chemill ;  nor  indeed  is  this 
cf/mmodity  expefted  to  be  made 
by  the.Ti,  the  preparauon  of  it  being 


a  diftindt  branch  of  bufinefs.  The 
makers  melt  large  quantities  of  lead 
at  once,  upon  the  bottom  of  a  re- 
verberatory  furnace  built  for  this 
purpole,  and  fo  contrived,  that  the 
flame  a6l:s  upon  a  large  furface  of 
the  metal,  which  i?  continually 
changed  b-y  the  means  of  iron 
rakes  drawn  backwards  and  for- 
wards, till  the  fluidity  of  the  lead 
be  deftroyed;  after  which,  the  calx 
is  only  now  and  then  turned.  By 
barely  ftirring  the  calx,  as  before 
direfted,  in  a  veflel  over  the  fire,  it 
acquires  no  rednefs ;  the  reverbe- 
ration of  flame  upon  the  furface 
being  abfolutely  neceflary  for  this 
efFeft.  It  is  faid,  that  twenty 
pounds  of  lead  gain,  in  this  pro- 
cefs,  five  pounds;  and  that  the  calx, 
being  reduced  into  lead  again,  is 
found  one  pound  lefs  than  the  ori- 
ginal weight  of  the  mttal. 

Thefe  calces  are  employed  in  ex- 
ternal applications^  for  abating  in- 
jlamniations,    cleanjing  and  healing 
ulcers,  and  the  like.   Their  efFefty, 
however,  are  not  very  confiderable; 
nor  a  re  they  perhaps  of  much  fur- 
ther real  life,  than  as  they  give  con- 
fiftence  to  the  pi -ifter,  .unguent,  &c. 
CERUSSA. 
Cei'n/s,  or  luhite  lead. 
Put  fome  vinegar  into  t'le  bottom 
of  an  earthen  vefftl,  and  fufpend 
over  the  vinegar  very  thin  plates 
of  lead,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  vapour  which  arifes  from  the 
acid,   may  circulate  abnit  the 
plates.   Set  the  containing  veflel 
in  the  heat  of  horfe-dung,  lor 
three  weeks.   If,  at  the  end  of 
this  time,  the  plates  be  not  totally 
calcined,   fcrape  off  the  white 
powder,  and  e.xpofe  them  agair^ 
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to  the  fleam  of  vinegar,  till  all 
^  the  lead  be  thus  corroded  into 
powder. 

The  niaking  of  white  lead  alfo 
5s  become  a  trade  by  itfeif,  and 
confined  to  a  lew  perfons,  who  have 
large  conveniencies  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  The  general  method  which 
they  follow,  is  nearly  the  fame  with 
that  before  dcfcribed.  Sec  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfaftions,  No.  137. 

In  this  preparation,  the  lead  is 
fo  far  opened  by  the  acid,  as  to 
difcover,   when  taken  internally, 
the  malignant  quality  of  the  metal ; 
and   to  prove   externally,  when 
fprinkled  on  running  fores  or  ul- 
cers, moderately  coolings  drying,  and 
fijlriclive. 
AQUA  LITHARGYRI  ACE- 
TATA. 
Water  of  aeetated  litharge. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Litharge,  two  pounds  and  four 
ounces ; 

Dillilled  vinegar,  one  gallon.  . 
3VIix  and  boil  to  fix  pints,  con  ftantly 
flirring  the  liquor.   Set  it  afide 
until  the  fseculencies  have  fub- 
fided,  and  then  ftniin. 
AQIJA  LITHARGYRI  ACE- 
TATA  COMPOSITA. 
Compound  ivater  qf  ncetated  litharge. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Water  of  acctated  litharge,  two 

drams  by  weight ; 
Diftilled  water,  two  pints  ; 
Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  two  drams 
(jy  meafure. 
Mix  tlie  fpint  of  wine  with  the 
water  of  acctated  litharge,  and 
then  add  the  diftilled  water. 
CERUSSA  ACETATA. 
Lond,  and  Edinb. 
formerh 

SACCHARUM  SATURNL 
Ac  eta  ted  cerufe. 

Take  of 

Cerufe,  one  pound  j 


Diftilled  vinegar,  one  gallon  ant; 
an  half. 

Boil  the  cerufe  with  diftilled  vine- 
gar, until  the  vinegar  become 
fufliciently  laturated,  then  filter 
the  vinegar  through  paper,  and, 
after  due  evaporation,  fet  it  to 
cryftallife. 

Edinb. 

Put  any  quantity  of  cerufe  into  a 
cucurbit,  and  pour  thereon  ten 
times,  the  (juantity  of  diftilled 
vinegar.   Digeft.  them  together 
(for  fome  days  in  a  fand-heat,  till 
■  the  vinegar  has  acqviired  a  fwect- 
idi  tafte,  wh.en  it  is  to  be  fuffered 
.to  fettle,  and  then  pnured  off. 
Add  frefli  vinegar  to  the  re- 
mainder, and  repeat  this  protefs 
'  till  the  menllriuim  jio  longer  ex- 
tradts  any  fweet  tafte.  Let  all 
the  impregnated  liquors  reft  for 
fome  time  :  and,  after  they  have- 
been  poured  from  the  la;ces,  eva- 
porate them  in  a  glafs  veflel,  to 
the  confiftenGe  of  thin  honey  ; 
fo  that,  upon  being  fet  in  a  cool 
place,  the  fjjar  may  ftioot  into 
cryftals,  whi..h  are  afterwards  to 
be  dried  in  the  ftisdc.  Exhale 
tiie  remaining  liquor  to  a  pelli- 
cle, fet  it  again  in  the  cold,-  and 
more  cryftals  will  ftioot. ••^iepcat 
tiiis  operation  till  no  cryftals  can 
be  any  longer  obtained. 
Cerufe  (efpecially  that  forttalkd 
flake  lead,  which  is  not,  like  the 
others,  fubjeft  to  adulteration)  is 
much  preferable  either  to  minium 
or  litharge,  for  making  the  fugar 
of  lead :   becaufe   the  corrofion, 
which  it  has  already  undergone 
from  the  fteam  of  vinegar,  difpofes 
it  to  dillolve  more  readily.  It  fliould 
be  finelv  powdered  before  the  vine- 
gar'is  put  to  it,  and  during  the  di- 
geftion,  or  boiling,  every  now  and 
then  ftirred  up  with  a  wooden  fni- 
tula,  to  promote  its  diftblution,  and 
prevent  its  concreting  into  a  hard 
mafs  at  the  bottom.    The  ftron^ 
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acid  obtained  from  the  caput  mor- 
tuum. of  vinegar  may  be  employed 
for  this  procefs  to  better  advantage 
than  the  weaker,  though  purer  acid, 
before  directed.  If  a  fmali  quan- 
tity of  reftihed  fpirit  of  whie  be 
prudently  added  to  the  fohition  as 
fbon  as  it  is.  duly  exhaled,  and  the 
mixture  futrered  to  grow  cold  by 
flow  degrees,  the  fugar  will  con- 
crete ifito  very  large  and  tranfparent 
cryftal?,  which  are  fcarccly  to  be 
obtained  by  any  other  method. 

The  cryftals  are  ordered  to  be 
dried  io  the  fliade,  becaufe,  if  they 
are  expoied  to  the  lun-fliine,  they 
acquire  a  blackifli  colour ;  foon 
loic  their  faiiae  condition,  and  the 
lead  gradually  affumes  its  metalline 
form  :  and  this  is  fuppofed  to  hap- 
pen from  the  abforption  of"  light, 
.and  its  converfion  into  pdlogifton. 

Lead  communicates  a  fweetnefs 
•and  aliringency  very  fimilar  to' the 
produft  of  vinous  fennentarion,  a 
•practice  too  prevalent  among  frau- 
dulent dealers,  of  correfting  the 
too  grrac  uiarpnefs  of  acid  wines  or 
cider,  by  adulterating  them  with 
this  metal.  But  there  are  two  dif- 
ferent ways  for  detecting  this  im- 
poiition :  a  niece  of  paper  may  be 
"wrirten  upon,  or  moiliened  with 
tfiis  liquor,  and  then  expofed  to 
:  the  vapour  of  fvilnhurated  kali ;  the 
paper  where  written  upon,  or 
moiftencd,  will  lie  of  a  livid  co- 
.  lour  J  hence  a  folution  of  acetated 
cenjfe  makes  a  good  fympathetic 
ink,  as  upon  the  fame  expofure  the 
fame  circumfiance  wiil  occur  ;  or, 
if  a  folution  of  fulphurated  kali  be 
dropped  into  the  fiifpeifted  liquor, 
fhouid  there  be  any  lead  prefent, 
t^ii?  addition  \vill  iriftantly  occafion 


a  precipitation  of  a  livid  or  dark- 
coloured  cloud. 

The  acetated  cerufe  is  much 
more  efficacious  than  the  foregoing 
preparations,  in  the  fevefal  inten- 
tions to  which  they  are  applied. 
Some  have  ventured  upon  it  inter- 
nally, in  dofes  of  a  few  grains,  as  a 
Jiyptic,  in  hamorrhnges^  profufe  col- 
liquative fivcnts,  Jeminal jiuxes,  the 
Jiuor  aibus,  Src.  nor  has  it  failed 
their  expeftatio'ns.  It  very  foioer- 
fully  rrjlinitis  the  dijcha-ge ;  but 
almofl  as  certainly  as  it  does 
this,  it  occafions  fymptnms  of  an- 
other kind,  often  more  dangerous 
than  thofe  removed  by  it,  and 
fometimes  fatal.  Fiolent  pains  in  the 
bowels,  or  through  the  ivhole  body,  and 
objlinat^  con^ipations,  fometimes  im- 
mediately follow,  efpecially  if  the 
dofe  hi!S  been  confiderable.  Cramps, 
tremors,  and  iveahiefs  of  the  ficrves, 
generally,  fooner  or  later,  enfue. 

Boerhaave  is  of  opinion  that  this 
preparation  proves  malignant  only 
fo  far  as  its  acid  happens  to  be  a^*- 
frhed  in  the  body ;  for  in  fuch  cafe, 
he  fays,  "  it  reiurns  again  into  ce- 
"  rufe,  which  is  violently  poifon- 

ous."  On  this  principle  it  would 
follow,  that  in  habits  where  aci- 
dities abound,  the  fugar  of  lead 
would  be  innocent.  But  this  is 
far  from  being  the  cafe.  Lead  and 
its  preparations  aft  in  the  body  onlv 
fo  far  as  they  are  combined  M'ith 
acid.  Cerufe  pofleffes  the  quali- 
ties of  the  compound  onlv  in  a 
low  degree;  and  either  of  them, 
freed  from  the  acid,  has  little,  if 
any  effeft  at  all.  See  a  fuller  ac- 
count of  its  medical  effefts  under 
Plumbum,  Materia  Medica. 
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TIN  eafily  melts  in  the  fire, 
and  calcines  into  a  dufky 
powder,  which,  by  a  further  con- 
tinuance of  the  heat,  becomes 
white.  A  mafs  of  tin,  heated  till 
it  is  juft  ready  to  melt,  proves  ex- 
tremely brittle,  fo  as  to  fall  in 
pieces  from  a  blow,  and,  by  dex- 
trous agitation,  into  powder.  Its 
proper  menftriium  is  aqua  regia; 
though  the  other  mineral  acids  alfo 
may  be  made  to  diflblve  it,  and  the 
vegetable  ones  in  fmall  quantity. 
It  cryftallifes  with  the  vegetable 
and  vitriolic  acids;  but  with  the 
others,  deliquiates. 

The  virtues  of  this  metal  are  lit- 
tle known.  It  has  been  recom- 
mended as  aa  antihyjleric,  antihedk, 
&c.  At  prefent  it  is  chiefly  ufed  as 
an  anthelmintic. 

STANNI  PULVIS; 
formerly 
Stannum  pulveratum. 
Powder  of  tin. 
Lone!. 

Take  of  tin,  four  ounces.  Melt  it 
and  take  off  the  fcum;  then  pour 
it  into  a  clean  iron  veflel,  fliake 
it,  or  rub  it  to  powder,  and  prefs 
the  fined  part  of  it  through  a 
hair  fieve. 

This  preparation  has  been  ufed 
for  fome  time  as  a  remedy  againft 
worms,  particularly  /Jie  flat  kinds, 
which  too  often  eUuie  the  force  yof 
other  medicines^  The  general  dofe 
for  children  is  from  ten  grains  to 
twenty;  for  fl^/aZ/J,  one  dram  to  two 
or  more;  fome  confine  it  to  a  few 


grains.  But  Dr.  Alfton  afTures  iis,  in 
theEdinburghEffays,  that  its  fuccefs 
chiefly  depends  upon  its  being  given 
in  much  larger  quantities.  He 
gives  an  ounce  of  the  powder  on 
an  empty  ftumach,  mixed  with  four 
ounces  of  melafles  ;  next  day,  liaif 
an  ounce;  and  the  day  following, 
half  an  ounce  more:  after  which  a 
cathartic  is  adminifliered.  He  iavs 
the  worms  are  .ufually  voided 
during  the  operation  of  the  purge, 
but  that  pains  in  the  ftomach  occa- 
fioned  by  them  are  removed  almotl 
immediately  upon  taking  the  firft 
dofe  of  the  tin. 

In  the  expulfion  of  the  taenia  this 
method  is  fometimes  fuccefsful; 
but  by  no  means  fo  frequently  as 
Dr.  Alfton  would  lead  us  to  hope, 
as  has  been  proved  by  repeated  ex- 
periments^ where  it  has  totally 
failed.  See  Stannum,  Materia 
Medica. 

In  the  former  edition  of  this 
work  there  were  three  preparations 
more  of  this  metal.  Calx  Jovis,  Sal  ^ 
Stanni,  and  Aurii/n  Mujivum :  but 
as  the  two  laft  have  not  been  found 
to  poflefs  any  medical  virtues  that 
could  be  depended  upon,  they  are 
very  properly  thrown  out  of  prac- 
tice; and  as  the  Calx  Jovis  is  fo 
very  nearly  fimilar  to  the  Puhis 
Stanni  in  its  medical  properties,  it 
was  thought  ufclefs  to  burthen  the 
Pharmacopoeia  with  fo  unneceflary 
a  procefs.  The  prefent  Pharma- 
copoeia of  Edinburgh  has  no  prepa- 
ration of  tin. 
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SECT.  VH. 

Preparations  of  Zin'c. 


THIS  metal  melts  in  a  reel 
heat;  and,  if  the  air  be  atl- 
:mitted,  flames,  and  fublimes  into 
.  light,  hite,  downv  flowers ;  if  tiie 
.air  be  excluded,  it  arifes,  by  a 
:ltrong  fire,  in  its  metallic  form. 
:  Sulphur,  which  unites  with  or 
ifcorifies  all  the  other  metals  except 
J  gold,  does  not  a6t  on  zinc.  Acids 
.of  every  kind  dilFolve  it. 

"  Zinc,"  its  flowers  or  calces,  and 
ifolutions,  taken  internally,  prove 
illrong  and  quick  emetics;  in  fniall 
(dofes,  they  are  faid  to  be  diapho- 
;retic.  Externally,  they  are  cooling, 
laftringent,  and  deficcative. 
PURIFICATIO  ZliNCI. 
,  P.irljicRtlon  of  zinc, 
]  Melt  zinc  with  a  heat  no  greater 
than  is  juft  fufficient  to  keep  it 
fluid.    Stir  it  ftron^^ily  with  an 
iron  rod,  and  throw  in  alternate- 
ly pieces  of  fulphur  and  of  tal- 
low, the  firft  in  largefl:  quantity. 
If  any  confifl:ent  matter,  or  fco- 
ria,  form  on  the  top,  take  it  olf, 
and  continue  the  procefs,  until 
the  fulphur  be- found  to  burn 
freely  and  totally  away  on  the 
furface  of  the  fluid  zinc. 
Zinc  ufualiy  contains  a  portion 
of  lead,  which  this  procefs  effec- 
•tually  fepnrates.     Sulphur  united 
■  with  lead  forms  a  mafs,  which  does 
not  melt  in  any  degree  of  fire  that 
:zinc  is  caonble  of  faftaining. 
ZIXCUM  CALCINATUM. 

Cahlned  zinc. 
.  LcniL 

Take  zinc  broken  into  fmall  pieces, 

eight  ounces. 
(Caft  the  zinc  at  differ  :nt  times  into 
a  large,  deep,  and  i.iclined  cru-* 
cible,   heated  to  a  white  heat, 
putting  upcn  i;  another  criiciblc 


in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  air  may 
have  free  accefs  to  the  burning 
zinc. 

Take  out  the  calx  as  foon  as  it 
is  formed,  aisd  feparate  its  white 
and  flighter  part  by  palling  il 
through  a  fieve. 

ZINCUM  USTUM; 
vulgo 
FLORES  ZINCI. 
Calcined  zinc. 
,  Edinb. 

Let-a  large  crucible  be  fo  placed 
in  a  furnace  with  burning  coals, 
that  the  mouth  may  incline  a  little 
towards  you;  and  when  the  bottom 
is  of  a  moderately  white  heat,  let  a 
piece  of  zinc  about  a  dram  weight 
be  thrown  in  ;  in  a  fliort  time  the 
zinc  will  be  in  a  flame,  and  at  the 
fame  time  be  converted  into  white 
flocculent  appearances,  which  are 
to  be  taken  from  the  furface  of  the 
metal  now  and  then,  with  an  iron 
fpatula,  that  the  calcination  may 
be  more  perfedlly  completed;  and 
at  lafl:,  when  the  flame  ceafes,  let 
the  calcined  zinc  be  taken  out  of 
the  crucible.  Another  piece  of 
zinc  mufl:  then  be  thrown  into  the 
crucible,  and  the  operation  repeated 
as  long  as  it  becomes  neceflary. 
The  calcined  zinc  is  to  be  prepared 
in  the  fame  manner  as  antimony. 

Calcined  zinc  is  more  pure  than 
tutty  or  ponipholyx,  and  likewife 
calamine,  the  natural  ore  of  this 
metal,  and  therefore  more  fitted  for 
medicinal  purpofes.  It  has  beeo 
applied  externally,  but  has  alfo  been 
highly  recommended  by  Gaubius, 
in  dofes  to  adults  from  one  grain 
to  four  or  five  in  epileptic  com- 
plaints :  of  late  it  has  been  given 
in  larger  dofes.    It  lia*  alfo  bee« 
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adnimiflered  in  feveral  fpafmodic 
afFei^ioDS,  where  medicines  pof- 
fefling  a  tonic  power  have  been 
thought  requifite,  and  has  been  at- 
tended with  good  cpnfecjiiences. 
See  alfo  ZiNctJM,  Materia  Medica. 
ZINCUM  VITRIOLATUM; 
n)u!go 

VITRIOLUM  ALBUM. 

P'itriolated  zi>jc. 
Ediii. 

Take  of 

.  Zinc,    cut   into  pieces,  three 
ounces  ; 
\itriolic  acid,  five  ounces; 
Water,  twenty  ounces. 
To  the  acid   and    water  mixed 
together  add  the  zinc,  and  when 
the  ebullition  has  ceafed,  ftrain 
the  liquor;  after  proper  evapo- 
ration,  fet  it  afide.  in  a  cold 
place,  to  cryftaliife. 
This  diifers  from  the  common 
white  vitriol  in  being  much  purer, 
and  perftftly  free  from  any  ad- 
mixture of  copper,  or  other  fo- 
reign metallic  bodies;  and,  when 
thus  prei>ared,  fupevfedes  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  following  formula  of 
the  Tjondon  Pharmacopoeia. 
ZINCUM  VITRIOLATUM 
PURIFICATUM. 
Vitriolated  zinc  purif,ed. 
Lonei. 

Take  of 

White  vitriol,  one  pound  ; 
"Vitriolic  acid,  one  dram  ; 
Boiling  diftilied  water,  three 
pints. 


Mix  and  filter  through  paper.  Af- 
ter a  proper  evaporation,  fet  it 
afide  in  a  cold  place,  to  cryftal- 
iife. 

The  vitriolic  acid  is  here  added 
to  deprive  the  common  white  vi- 
triol of  any  copper  or  ferruginous 
matter  with  which  it  may  be.  as  is 
ufual,  impregnated ;  but  this  ap- 
pears to  be  more  certainly  done 
by  tht,-  addition  of  zinc,  for  this 
would  deprive  the  other  nr.aterials 
of  their  acid,  and  caufe  ihtm  to 
precipitate;  whiifl;  the  addition  of 
the  vitriolic  acid  would  unite  the 
copper  or  iron  matter,  and  form 
them  into  metalline  fait,  whicii 
would  cryftaliife  with  the  vitrio- 
lated zinc,  and  hence  remain  infe- 
parable. 

AQUA  ZINCl  VITRIOLATI ; 

vulgo 

AQUA  VITRIOLIC  A. 
.  ff^^'aUr  of  vitriolated  zinc. 
Ediiib, 

Take  of 

Vitriolated  zinc,  fixteen  grains; 
Water,  eight  ounces  ; 
Diluted  vitriolic  acid,  fixteen 
drops. 

Diflblve  the  vitriol  in  th3  water, 
afterwards  add  the  acid ;  and 
filter  ti)rough  paper. 
For  the  medical  virtues  of  thefe 

preparations,     fee  Vitriolum 

Album,  and  Zincum,  Materia 

Medica. 


SECT.  vni. 


Preparations  of  Mercury. 


ERCURY,  or  quickfilver,  is 
ponderous  metallic  fluid, 
totalTy  volatile  in  a  ftrong  fire,  and 
'calcinable  by  a  weaker  one  (though 


M 


very  difficultly)  into  a  red  pow- 
dery fubftance.  It  difinlves  in  the 
nitrous  acid,  is  corroded  by  the 
vitriolic,  but  not  afted  on  by  the 
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marine  in  its  liquid  ftate.  Jt  ne- 
verthelefs  may  be  combined  with 
this  laft,  if  fkiifiilly  applied  in  the 
:form  of  fume.  Quickfilver  unites, 
!by  trituration,  with  earthy,  unftu- 
lOus,  refiiious,  and  fimilar  fub- 
;ft,-iiices,  lb  as  to  lofe  fts  fluidity: 
:  triturated  with  iulphur,  it  forms  a 
;  black  nials,  which  by  fublimation 

•  changes  into  a  beautiful  red  one. 

We  'have  given  an  account  of 
I  the  general  mode  of  operation  of 
imercury  in  the  Materia  Medica  : 

•  we  muft  now  therefore  proceed  to 
1  enumerate   its   preparaiions,  and 

make  fuch  obfervations  as  their 
nature,  or  fpeci::c  adion  may  re- 

*^"hydrargyrus  PURIFI- 

CATUS; 
formerly 
argent!  VI VI  PURIFI- 
CATIO. 
Purljiid  quickfilver. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Quickfilver, 

Filings  of  iron, — of  each  four 
pounds. 

Rub  them  together,  and  diftil  from 
an  iron  veiTel. 

If  a  g!afs  retort  be  made  ufe  of 
for  this  operation,  it  ought  td  have 
a  low  body,  and  a  long  neck  ;  and 
the  neck  fiiouid  be  confiderably  in- 
clined downwards,  fo  as  to  allow 
the  elevated  mercury  a  quick  de- 
fcent.  The  receiver  fliould  be 
i:lied  almoft  to  the  neck  of  the  re- 
tort with  water ;  the  ufe  of  this  is 
not  to  condenfe,  but  to  cool,  the 
diftillLng  quickfilver,  left,  falling 
hot  upon  the  bottom,  it  flioiild 
crack  the  glafs.  The  diftillation 
may  be  more  conveniently  per- 
formed in  an  iron  retort,  or  an  iron 
pot  fit:ed  with  a  head. 

The  fire  fliouM  be  raifed  no 
higher  than  is  fufhcient  to  elevate 
the  mercury  ;  for  certain  mineral 
fubftances,  which  are  faid  to  be 
fometimes  mixed  with  it,  prove  in 


part  volatile -in  a  degree  of  heat 
not  much  greater  than   that  ia 
which  morciu  v  diftils. 
HYDRARGYRUS  AC ETA- . 
TUS. 
Acetated  quickfilver. 
Lbnd.  and  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Purified  quickfilver, 

Diluted  nitrous  acid, — of  each 

half  a  pound  ; 
Acetated  kali,  three  ounces; 
Warm  diftilled  water,  two  pints, 
or  two  pounds  and  an  half. 
Mix  the  nitrous  acid  with  the 
quickfilver  in  a  glals  veflel,  and  - 
digeft  with  a  gentle   heat  for 
twenty-four    hours,    that  the 
quickfilver   may   be  diflblved. 
Pour  this  nitrated  quickfilver 
into  a  folution  of  the  acetated 
kali  previoudy  madein  warm  wa- 
ter (heated  to  about  90  degrees), 
and   the    acetated  quickfilver 
is  precipitated.    Wafli  this  firft 
with  cold  diftilled  water,  and  tiiien 
diffolve  it  in  as  much  boiling 
diftilled  water  as  is  fufficiciit  for 
the   purpofe.    Filter  the  foin- 
tion  throuoh  paper,  and  let  it 
afide  to  cryftailife. 
This  is  confidered  as  the  niild- 
eft  of  tlie  preparations  of  the  mer- 
ciirial  falts  ;  and  is  faid  to  be  the 
bafis  of  Keyser's  pills.    It  noay 
be  given  like  calomel  in  dofes  of 
a  few  grains,  in  fimilar  diforders 
and  intentions. 

HYDRARGYRUS  CUM 
CRETA ; 
vulgo 

Mercurius  alcalizatus. 

Cluickfilver  raith  chalk. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Pure  quickfilver,  three  ounces; 
Prepared  chalk,  five  ounces. 

Grind  them  together  in  a  glafs 
mortar,  till  the  mercurial  glo- 
bules difappear. 

The  medicine,  when  duly  pre- 
pared, is  an  tifrfitl  alterative ;  and 
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may  be  given,  in  cutaneous  or  vene- 
real cai'cs,  from  two  or  three  grains 
to  a  fcrnple. 

MERCURIUS  SACCHA- 
RATUS. 
Sugared  mercury. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Pure  quickfilver, 

Brown   fugar-candy, — of  each 

l-alf  an  ounce  ; 
Eflential  oil  of  juniper  berries, 
fixteen  drops. 
Grind  them  together  in  a  glafs 
mortar,  until  the  mercuiy  ceafes 
to  appear. 

The  efTential  oil,  here  added,  is 
faid  to  be  a  very  ufeful  ingredient ; 
not  only  promoting  the  extindlion 
of  the  quickfilver  (which  however 
is  ftiJl  not  a  little  difficult  and  tedi- 
ous), but  likevvife  improving  the 
medicine.  The  intention,  in  this 
and  the  foregoing  procefs,  is  only 
to  divide  the  mercury  by  the  in- 
terpolition  of  other  bodies ;  for 
when  thus  managed  (as  already  ob- 
fervcd)  it  has  very  powerful  cf- 
fefts;  though,  whilfl  undivided,  it 
feems  to  be  altogether  inaftive. 
Sugar  alone  appMrently  anfu  ers  this 
intention ;  but,  on  tlie  commix- 
ture of  aqiitous  fluids,  tlie  fu':;ar 
diflblves  by  itfelf,  leaving  the  mer- 
cury to  run  together  again  in  its 
original  form.  The  addition  of 
the  oil  is  faid  i^  great  meafnre  to 
prevent  this  inconvenience.  The 
dofe  of  this  medicine,  as  an  altera- 
tive, is  from  two  of  three  grains  to 
a  fcrnple.  i 
HYDRARGYRUS  CUM  SUL- 
PHURE. 

Lend. 

HYDRARGYRUS  SULPHU- 
RATUS  NIGER. 
Edlnb. 
for?nerly 
jETHIOPS  MINERALIS. 
Cluickfd-jer  lo'ith ful[.hir. 
Land. 

Take  of 


Puriried  quickfilver. 
Flowers  of  iulphur,  —  of  cacli 
one  pound. 
Grind  them  together,  in  a  glafs  or 
llone  mortar,  until  the  globules 
difappear. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Purified  quickfilver, 
Flowers  of  fulphur,— each  equal 
weights. 

Grind  them   together  in  a  glafs 
or  (lone  mortar,  with  a  glafs 
peftlc,  till  the  mercurial  globules 
totally  difappear. 
An  EBthiops  is  made  alfo  with  a 
double  quantity  of  mercury. 
The  union  of  the  mercury  and 
fulphur  might  be  greatly  facilitated 
by  the  alfiflance  of  a  little  warmth. 
Some  are  accuftomed  to  make  this 
preparation  in  a  very  expeditious 
manner,  by  melting  the  fulphur 
in  an  iron  ladle,  then  adding  the 
quickfilver,  and  llirring  them  to- 
gether till  the  mixture  be  complet- 
ed.   The  fmnll  degree  of  heat  here 
Aifiicient,   cannot  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  do  any  injury  to  fub- 
fiances,  which  have  already  under- 
gone much  greater  fires,  not  only 
in  the  extraftion  from  their  ores, 
but  likcwife  in  the  purifications  of 
them  direfted  in  the  Pharmaco- 
poeia, for  making  the  lydrargyrus 
J'ulphuratus  ruler.    In  the  procefs, 
they  are  expofed  in  conjundtion 
to  a  ftrong  fire,  without  fufpicion. 
of  the  compound's  receiving  any 
ill  quality  from  it.    Thus  much 
is  certain,  that  the  ingredients  are 
more   perfeftly  united    by  heat, 
than  by  the  degree  of  the  tritnre 
ufually  bellowed  upon  them.  From 
the  aethiops  prepared  by  tritnre, 
part  of  the  mercury  is  apt  to  be 
fpued  out  on  mjaking  it  into  an 
electary  or  pills.    From  that  made 
by  fire,  no  feparation  is  obfcrved 
to  it.ippen. 

Quickfilver  with  fulphur  is  one 
of  the  moft  inadlive  of  the  mei;'- 
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.  eurial  preparations.    Some  prac- 
titioners  have  boldly  allerted  its 
pofTelfing   extraordinary  virtues; 
and  molt  people  imagine  it  a  me- 
.  dicine  of  fome  efficacy.    But  what 
benefit  is  to  be  expeSed  from  it 
iin  the  common  doies  .of  eight  or 
:ten  grains,  or  a  fcruple,  may  be 
judged  hence,   that  it  has  been 
:  taken  in  doles  of  leveral  drams, 
:  and  ccyitiniied  for  a  confiderable 
ttiine,  without  producing  any  re- 
;niarkable    efFeil.     Sulphur  emi- 
mcntly  abates  the  power  of  all  the 
;  more  active  minerals,  and  feems 
;io  be  at  tlie  fame  time  reftrained  by 
:them  from  operating  in  the  body 
:  itl'elf.    Boerhaave,  who  is  in  gene- 
:ral  fufficiently  liberal  in  the  com- 
imendation   of   medicines,  difap- 
:  proves  the  .x-thiops  in  very  ftrong 
: terms.    "  It  cannot  enter  the  ab- 
'**  fprbent  veflels,  the  ladleals  or 
•**■  lymphatics ;  but  palTes  dire611y 
*"  through    the    intefiinal  tube, 
'**  where  it  may  happen  to  deftroy 
***  worms,   if  it  operate  luckily. 
'**  They  are  deceived  who  expeft 
•**  any  other  efFeds  from  it  ;  at  lead 
I  could  never  find  them.    I  am 
♦*{  afraid,  it  is  unwarily  given,  in 
'**  fuch  large  quantities,  to  children 
' "  and  perfons  of  tender  conilitu- 
■  "  tions.    As  being  a  foreign  mafs, 
'•  'inconquerabie  by  the  body,  it  is 
-he  more  to  be  fufpected,  fince 
'•  it  ihere  continues  li)ng,  fluggiQi 
'**  and  inactive.    It  does  not  rail'e 
•**  a  falivation,  becaufe  it  cannot 
'  «*  come   into   the    blood.  Who 
kno.vs  the   effeSs   of  a  fub- 
■ "  ftance,  which,  fo  long  as  it  re- 
"  mains  compounded,  feems  no 
"  more  active  than  any  ponderous 
•  «  infipid  earth  ?"    The  black  ful- 
:  phu.-ated  quickfilver,  with  a  dou- 
ble proportion  of  mercury,  now 
;  received  into  the  Edinburgh  Phar- 
macoptcia,  has  a  greater  chance  of 
operating  as  a  mercurial ;  and  pro- 
bably the  quantity   of  mercury 


might  be  ftill  fuitlier  increafed  to 
advantage.  • 
HYDRARGYRUS  PRTECI- 
PITATUS  CINEREUS; 
vulgo 

PuLvis  Mercurh  Cineeeus. 
JJIi-coloured  precipitated  quickfilver, 
Edinb. 

Take 

Quickfilver, 

Dilute  ,  nitrous  acid,  —  of  each 
equal  weights. 
Mix  them  fo  that  the  quickfilver 
may  difl'olve  ;  dilute  the  folution 
with  pure  water,  and  add  of 
water  of  ammonia,  as  much  as 
will  be  fufficient  totally  to  free 
the  quickfilver  from  the  acid  :- 
then  let  the  matter  precipitated 
be  waflied  with  pure  watery- and 
dried. 

This  is  a  calx  of  quickfilver 
precipitated  from  its  folution  in  - 
tile  nitrous  acid,  by  the  volatile 
alkali ;  and  the  liquor  is  a  true 
nitrous  ammonia.  And  thefe  pre- 
cipitates from  the  nitrous  acid  arc 
more  complete  calces,  than  thofe 
from  any  other-  menftruum,  be- 
caufe of  the  great  attraction  the 
nitrous  acid  has  for  phlogifton, 
and  the  ready  difpofition  to  part 
with  its  fixed  air.  However,  great 
care  fliould  be  taken  that  there 
lliould  be  neither  too  great  nor 
too  fmall  a  proportion  of  nitrous 
acid  in  completing  the  folution. 
This  precipitate  has  been  much 
celebrated  for  the  cure  of  venereal 
affeiitions ;  and  from  the  experi- 
ence of  feveral  refpeflable  prac- 
titioners, it  has  been  proved  to  be 
a  very  valuable  preparation  of 
quickfilver. 

It  may  be  given  in  dofes  of  from 
one  to  fix  or  feven  grains;  and 
gradually  increafed  according  to 
its  elFefts. 

HYDRARGYRUS  SULPHURA- 
TUS  RUBER; 
formerly 
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CINNABARIS  FACTITIA. 
Ret/ fulfhuratcd  quickfilver. 
Land. 

Take  of 
Purified    quickfilver,  forty 

ounces; 
Sulphur,  eigiit  ounces. 

Melt  the  fulphur,  and  mix  into  it 
the  quickfilver.  If  the  mixture 
happen  to  catch  flame,  extin- 
guifli  it  by  covering  the  vefiel. 
The  matter  is  afterwards  to  be 
reduced  into  powder,  and  fub- 
limed. 

It  has  been  cufiomary  to  order  a 
larger  quantity  oF  fulphur  than  here 
diredled ;  but  thefe  fmaller  pro- 
portions anfwer better;  for,  the  lefs 
fulphur,  the  finer  coloured  is  the 
cinnabar. 

As  foon  as  the  mercury  and  ful- 
phur begin  to  unite,  a  confiderable 
explofion  frequently  happens,  and 
the  mixture  is  very  apt  to  take  fire, 
efpecially  if  the  procefs  be  fome- 
what  haftilv  conduced.  This  ac- 
cident  the  operator  will  have  pre- 
vious notice  of,  from  the  matter's 
fwelling  up,  and  growing  fuddenly 
confiftent.  As  foon  as  this  hap- 
>pens,  the  veflel  m'uftbe  immediate- 
ly clofe  covered. 

During  the  fublimation,  care 
muft  be  taken  that  the  matter  rife 
not  into  the  neck  of  the  veflel,  fo 
as  to  block  up  and  burft  the  glafs. 
To  prevent  this,  a  wide-necked 
bolt-head,  or  rather  an  oval  earth- 
en jar,  cor;ted,  fliould  be  chofen 
for  the  fubliming  veflel.  If  the 
former  be  employed,  it  will  be 
convenient  to  .introduce,  at  times, 
an  iron  wire,  fomewhat  heated, 
order  to  be  the  better  affured  that 
the  pafl'age  is  not  blocking  up;  the 
danger  of  which  may  be  prevented, 
by  cautioufly  raifing  the  vcfli;l 
higher  from  the  fire, 

If  the  ingredients  were  pure,  no 
fa-ces  will  remain.  In  fuch  cafe, 
the  fublimation  may  be  known  to 
be  over,  by  introducing  a  wire,  as 


before,  and  feeling  the  bottom  of 
the  veflel,  which  will  then  be  per- 
fectly fmooth.  If  any  roughnefs 
or  inequalities  be  perceivcd,"either 
the  mixture  was  impure,  or  the 
fubli  mation  is  not  completed  ;  if 
the  latter  be  the  cafe,  the  wire  will 
foon  be  covered  with  the  rifing 
cinnabar. 

The  preparers  of  cinnabar  in 
large  quantity  employ  earthen  jars, 
which  in  fliape  pretty  much  re- 
ferable an  egg.  Thefe  are  of  dif- 
ferent  fizes,  according  to  the  quan- 
tity ^intended  to  be  made  at  one 
fublimation,  which  fometimes  a- 
mounts to  two  hundredweight.  The 
jar  is  ufually  coated  from  the  fmall 
end,  almoft  to  the  middle,  to  pre- 
vent its  breaking,  from  the  ve- 
hemence or  irregularity  of  the 
fire.  The  greater  part,'  which  is 
placed  uppermofl:,  not  being  re- 
ceived within  the  furnace,  has  no 
occafion  for  this  defence.  The 
whole  fecret,  with  regard  to  this 
procefs,. is  (i)  tlie  management  of 
the  fire,  which  fliould  be  fo  fl;rong 
as  to  keep  the  matter  continually 
fublimlng  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
jar,  without  coming  out  of  its 
mouth,  which  is  covered  with  an 
iron  plate;  (2)  to  put  into  the 
fubliming  veflel  only  fmall  quan- 
tities of  the  mixture  at  a  time. 

A  method  is  mentioned  in  the 
Praftical  Chemiftry  of  making  cin- 
nabar without  fublimation,  by  agi- 
tating or  digefting  mercury  in  the 
volatile  tinfture  of  fulphur,  already 
defcribed.  I  have  found  a  ful- 
phureous  liquor,  more  cafily  pre-" 
parable,  to  have  a  like  effeft.  The 
folution  for  lac  frdphuris  will,  with 
fome  addrefs,  fuccecd. 

The  principal  ufe  of  cinnabar  is 
as  a  pigment.  It  was  formerly  held 
in  great  elteem  as  a  medicine,  in 
cutaneous  fouhiejfcs,  gouty  and  rheuma-^ 
tic  -pains,  epileptic  cafes,  &c.  but,  of 
late,  it  has  loft  much  of  its  reputa- 
tion.   It  appears  to  be  nearly  fimi- 
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lar  to  the  black  fiilphiirated  qiiick- 
lilver,  already  I'pokcn  oi.  C  aki  h  to- 
SER  relates,  that  having  giving 
cinnabar  in  large  qiiantitits  to  a 
dog,  it  produced  no  fenllble  effect, 
but  was  partly  voided  along  with 
the  fiTces  unaltered,  and  partly 
found  entire  in  the  flom-ch  and 
intcilines  upon  opening  the  ani- 
mal, j  The  celebrated  Frederick 
Hoffman,  afrer  beftowing  high 
encomiunns  on  this  preparation,  as 
having,  in  many  inftances  within 
his  own  knowledge,  perfeftly  cured 
epiUplics  and  virtigoes  from  contii- 
fioni  of  the  head  (where  it  is  pro- 
bable, however,  that  the  cure  did 
not  fo  nuicli  depend  upon  the  cin- 
nabar, as  on  the  ipontaneous  reco- 
very of  the  parts  from  the  externa! 
jnjury),  obferves,  thr-.t  the  large  re- 
peated dofes,  neceflary  for  having 
any  efFccl,  can  be  borne  oniv 
■where  the  firft  paflages  are  ftroiig  ; 
and  that  if  the  fibres  of  the  ftoiriacb 
and  inteftines  be  lax  and  flaccid, 
the  cinnabar,  accumulatetl  and  con- 
creting with  the  mucous  matter  of 
the  parts,  occalions  great  oppref- 
fion;  which  feems  to  be  an  ac- 
knowledgment that  the  cinnabar  is 
not  fubdued  by  the  powers  of  di- 
geflion,  and  has  no  proper  medici- 
nal activity.  There  are  indeed 
fome  inftances  of  t!ie  daily  ufe  of 
cinnabar's  having  brought  on  a 
falivatio". :  perhaps  becanfe  the 
cinnabar,  made  ufe  of  in  thofe 
cafes,  conrained  a  iefs  proportion 
of  fulphur  than  ihe  forts  common- 
ly met  « ith.  The  rcgulus  of  a7iii- 
mony,  and  even  w/z  /e  arfe/iic,  when 
combined  with  a  certain  quantity 
of  common  fulphur,  fcem  to  have 
their  dclrterious  power  deHroyed  : 
on  feparating  more  and  rriore  of 
the  fulphur,  they  exert  more  and 
more  of  their  proper  virulence.  It 
doe-i  not  fcem  unreafonable  to  pre- 
ftjrne,  that  nuickfilver  may  have  its 
activity  varied  in  like  manner;  that, 
wheu  perfedly  fatiatcd  witii  ful- 


phur, it  may  be  inert;  and  that, 
when  the  quantity  of  fulphur  is 
more  and  more  lelfened,  the  com- 
))Ound  may  have  greater,  and  greater 
degrees  of  the  proper  efficacy  of 
mercurials. 

Cinoabar  is  fometimes  ufed  in 
fumigations  againft  venereal  ulcers  in 
the  no/e,  month,  and  throat.    iHalf  a 
dram  of  it  burnt,  the  fume  being 
imbibed  with  the  breath,  has  occa- 
fioned  a  violent  falivation.  This 
eifeft  is  by  no  means  owing  to  the 
medicine  as  cinnabar.    When  fet 
on  fire,  it  is  no  longer  a  mixture  of 
mercury  and  fulphur,  but  mercu- 
ry refoived  into  fume,  and  blended 
in  part  with  the  volatile  vitriolic 
acid  ;  in  either  of  which  circuni- 
flinces,  this  mineral,  as  already  ob- 
ferved.  has  very  powerful  effefts. 
SOLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI 
SIMPLEX. 
Simple  folution  of  qttickjilver. 
Take  of 

Pure  quickfilver,  one  dram  ; 
Gum  arable,, two  drams. 
Rub  them  together  in  a  flone  mor- 
tar;  adding,  very  gradually,  di 
fiiiied  water  of  fumitory,  till  the 
quickfilver  thoroughly  difappeal" 
in  the  mucilage. 
After  they  have  been  thus  rubbed 
ton;ether,  and  perfeftly  rhixed, 
add 

Svrup  of  kermes,  half  an  oimce  ; 
Diftilled  water  of  fumitory,  dght 
ounces. 

This  is  Plenck's  fimple  mercu- 
rial folution,  which  will  be  eafily 
prepared,  and  Lecome  a  more  ele- 
gant medicine,  if,  inftead  of  gunj 
arabic,  the  mucilage  Qf  gum  traga- 
cantli — inflead  of  fyrup  of  kermes, 
honey,  or  fyrup  of  white  poppy — 
for  water  of  fumitory  role  water, 
are  made  ufe  of. 

This,-  however,  is  certaiiily  a 
good  preparation  of  quickfilver,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  has  been  found  that 
quickfilver,  mixed  with  mucilagi- 
nous fubftances  iu  this  form,  is  not 
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likely  to  produce  diarrhoea,  or  fa- 
livation-;  the  mucilage  tending  to 
prevent  its  adtion  on  the  inteftines 
and  falivary  glands  to  a  remarkable 
degree. 

Tliis  compound  is  not  fuppofed 
to  be  the  globules  of  quickfilver 
minutely  divided,  fo  as  to  become 
imperceptible,  and  difFufed  through 
the  mucilaginous  liquid  ;  but  a  true 
calx  of  quipkfilver  formed  by  tri- 
turation. Hence,  much  depends  on 
the  operation  for  completely  per- 
fedling  this  compofition  ;  a  more 
certain  medicine,  it  has  been  faid, 
may  be  formed,  by  minutely  mix- 
ing a  detei-minate  quantity  of  the 
hydrargyrus  pracipiiatus  chiere-us^ 
with  mucilaginous  and  other  acid 
fubftances. 

HYDRARGYRUS  CALCINA- 
TUS; 
fortnerly 

MERCURIUS  CALCINATUS. 

Calcined  quicijilver. 
Lond. 

Take  of  purified  quickfilver,  one 
pound. 

Expofe  the  quickfilver,  in  a  flat-bot- 
tomed glafs  cucurbit,  to  a  fand- 
heat  of  600  degrees,  until  it  be- 
comes a  red  powder. 
This  preparation  is  one  of  the  moft 
aftive  preparations  of  quickfilver, 
and  by  fome  highly  efteemed  in  veiie- 
real  cafes,  and  fuppofed  to  be  the 
moft  efficacious  and  certain  of  all  the 
mercurials.  It  may  be  advantageouf- 
ly  given  in  conjuftion  with,  opi- 
ates. A  bolus  or  pill,  containing 
from  half  a  grain  to  two  grains  of  this 
calx,  and  a  quarter  or  half  a  grain 
or  more  of  opium,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  fome  warm  aromatic  ingre- 
dient, may  "be  taken  every  night. 
Thus  managed,  it  niSts  mildly, 
though  powerfully,  as  an  alterative 
and  diaphoretic.  Given  by  itfclf 
in:  larger  dofes,  as  four  or  five 
grains,  it  proves"  a  rough  emetic 
and  cathartic. 


HYDRARGYRUS  NITRATUS 
RUBER ; 
*  Lond.  Edin. 

formerly 

MERCURIUS  CORROSIVUS 
RUBER ; 
Lond. 

MERCURIUS  CORROSIVUS 
PR^CIPITATUS ; 

Edinb. 
Red  nitrated  quickfilver. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Purified  -quickfilver, 
Nitrous  acid, — of  each  a  pound; 
Muriatic   acid,   one   dram  by 
weight. 

Mix  them  in  a  glafs  veflel  and  dif- 
folve  the  quickfilver  in  a  fand 
bath ;  then  raife  the  fire  until 
the  matter  forms  into  red  cryf- 
tals. 

Edifih. 

Take  of 
Quickfilver, 

Diftilled  nitrous  acid, — of  each, 
a  pound. 
Let  the  quickfilver  be  difiblvcd  and 
the  folution  evaporated  by  a  flow 
fire,   into  a  dry,   white  mafs, 
which  being  powdered  ^nd  put 
into  a  glafs  cucurbit,  and  fub- 
jefted  to  a  fire  gradually  increaf- 
ed,  the  matter  muft  be  conftant- 
ly  ftirred  with  a  glafs  rod,  that  it 
may  be  heated  equally,  until  a 
little  of  it,  taken  out  wi'h  a  glafs 
fpoon,  and  cooled,  exhibits  red 
fliining  fcales ;  then  let  the  vef- 
fel  be  removed  from  the  fire. 
The  marine  acid,  ordered  in  the 
firft  procefs,  difpofes  the  mercurial 
calx  to  afliimc  the  bright  fparkling 
look  admired  in  it;  which,  though 
perhaps  no  advantage  to  it  as  a  rne- 
dicine,  ought  neverthelefs  to  be  in- 
fifted  on  by  the  buyer  as  a  mark  of 
its  goodneis  and  ftrength.  As  foon 
as  the  matter  has  gained  this  ap- 
pearance, it  fliould  be  immediately 
removed  from  the  fire,  otherwife  it 
will  foon  Icfc  it  again,  Theprepara- 
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tion  of  this  red  nitrated  qviickfilvcr, 
in  perfedion,  is  fuppofcd  by  fome 
to  be  a  fecret  not  known  to  our 
chemifts;  fo  that  we  are  under  a 
neceflity  of  importing  it  from  a- 
broad.  This  reflexion  feems  to  be 
founded  on  mifmformation.  We 
fonaetinies  indeed  receive  confider- 
able  quantities  from  Holland  ;  but 
this  c^epends  upon  the  ingredients 
being  commonly  cheaper  there  than 
with  us,  and  not  upon  any  fecret 
in  the  manner  of  the  preparation. 

This  preparation  is  an  efcharotic, 
and,  in  this  intention,  is  frequently 
employed  by  the  Airgeons,  with 
unguentum  refinJE  flavse,  and  other 
drelEngS,  for  confiming  fungous  flefi 
in  ulcers,  and  the  like  purpofes.  It 
is  fubjeft  to  great  uncertainty  in 
point  of  ftrength ;  more  or  lefs  of 
the  acid  exhaling,  according  to  the 
degree  and  continuance  of  the  fire. 
The  befl  criterion  of  its  flraigth,  as 
already  obferved,  is  brilliant  ap- 
fcarance ;  which  is  alfo  the  mark 
of  its  genuinenefs.  If  mixed  with 
mi/iium,  which  it  is  fometimes  faid 
to  be,  the  duller  hue  ivill  dif cover  the 
cbufe.  This  admixture  may  be 
more  certainly  detefted  by  means 
of  fire.  The  mercurial  part  will 
totally  evaporate,  leaving  the  mini- 
um behind. 

Some  have  ventured  to  give  this 
medicine  internally,  in  venereal,  fcro- 
phulous,  ai;d  other  objlinate  chronic 
difirders^  in  dofes  of  two  or  three 
grains,  and  more.  But  certainly 
the  milder  mercurials,  properly 
managed,  are  capable  of  anfwering 
all  that  can  be  expected  from  this  ; 
without  occafioning  violent  anxie- 
ties, tormina  of  the  bowels,  and  o- 
ther  ill  confequences,  which  the 
bcft  management  can  fcarcely  pre- 
vent thij  corrofive  preparation  from 
fometimes  doing.  The  chemifts 
have  contrived  many  methods  of 
correcting  and  rendering  it  milder, 
by  diverting  it  of  a  portion  of  the 
;  but  to  no  very  good  purpofc, 


as  they  either  leave  the  medicine 
ftill  too  corrofive,  or  render  it  fimi-. 
lar  to  others  which  are  procurable 
at  an  eafier  rate. 

MERCURIUS  CORALLINUS. 

Coralline  7iierciayi 
Pour  on  nitrated  quickfilver  about 
■*  thrice  its  weight  of  redified  fpi- 
rit of  wine,  and  digeft  them  to- 
gether,  with  a  gentle  heat,  for 
two  or  three  days,  frequently 
Hiaking  the  veflel.     Then  fet 
fire  to  the  fpirit,  keeping  the 
powder  continually  flirring  till 
all  the  fpirit  is  burnt  away. 
It  is  fuppofed,  that  all  the  more 
violent  preparations  of  this  kind, 
compofed  of  metallic  bodies  united 
with  acids,  ahe  rendered  milder  by 
digeflion  in  fpirit  of  wine;  the 
acid  being  dulcified,  or  in  part  ab- 
forbed  by  the  fpirit.     This  evi- 
dently  happens   in    fome  cafes, 
where  the  proportion  of  acid  is 
large,  or  fufficient  to  render  the 
compound  foluble  in  water :  but 
that  it  happens  equally  in  others,  I 
cannot  affirm.    Thus  much  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  mercurius  corallinus, 
A'hether  from  this  caufe,  or  barely 
from  fome  of  the  acid's  being  difli- 
pated  by  the  heat  of  the  burning 
fpirit,  proves  confiderably  milder 
than  the  nitrated  quickfilver  was  at 
firft.    It  is  ftill,  however,  a  medi- 
cine of  great  adivity,  and  feems  to 
be  fcarce  fufficiently  fafe  for  inter- 
nal ufe.    A  few  grains  of  it  gene- 
rally prove  cathartic  or  emetic,  and 
fometimes  occafion  violent  fymptoms. 
HYDRAGYRUS  MURIATUS ; 
Land, 

HYDRAGYRUS  MURIATUS 
CORROSIVUS ; 
Edin. 
vuho 

MERCURIUS  CORROSIVUS' 

SUBLIMATUS,  vel  ALBUS. 
Muriated,  or  corrofive  muriated  quick- 
filver. 
Lond, 

Take  of 
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Purified  quickfilver,  two  pounds; 
Vitriolic  acid,  thirty  ounces; 
Dried  lea-falt,  four' pounds. 

Mix  tlie  quicltfilver  witli  vitriolic 
acid  in  a  glafs  vedel,  and  boil  in 
a  fand-hcat,  to  drynels.  Mix  it 
wlien  cold  with  the  fea-falt  in  a 
glafs  vefTel  ;  then  fiiblime  in  a 
glafs  cucurbit,  with  a  heat  gradu- 
ally raifed  ;  and  lalHy,  feparate  the 
I'ublinied  matter  from  the  fcoria. 
'  Edhi. 

Take  of 

Qnickfilver, 

Dilute  nitrous  acid,  —  of  each, 

four  ounces ; 
Dried  fea-falt, 

Vitriolated  iron, —  of  each,  five 
ounces. 

Let  the  quickfilver  be  difTolved  in 
the  nitrous  acid,  and  the  folution 
evaporated  to  a  perfectly  dry 
niafs ;  then  add  the  (ea-f;ilt,  and 
vitriolated   iron.     When  well 
rubbed  andf  mixed  together,  let 
them  be  put  into  a  phial,  which 
they  will  about  half  fill;  and 
lublimed  from  fand,  firft  with  a 
gentle  fire,  which  murt  be  after- 
wards gradually  increafed. 
Boththcfc  preparations  confift  on- 
ly of  mercury  and  the  acid  of  the 
fea  fait  united  together.  In  the  iatte'r 
procffs,  the  materials  being  mixed 
and  expofed  to  the  fire,  firft  the  vi- 
triol parts  with  its  acid;  which,  dif- 
lodging  thofc  of  the  nitre  and  ma- 
rine falf,  takes  their  place.  The 
n.arine  acid,  refolved  into  fume  and 
alTifled  by  the  nitrous,  diffolves  the 
mtrcury  now  alfo  ftrongly  heated. 
This  acid,  though  it  very  difficultly 
afts  on  mercury,  yet  when  thus 
once  united  with  it,  is  more  flrong- 
ly  retained  thereby  than  any  other 
acid.    The  nitrous  fpirit,  there- 
iore,  having  nothing  to  retain  it 
(for  its  own  bafis,  and  that  of  the 
fea-falt  are  both  occupied  by  the 
vitriolic  ;  and  that  which  the  vi- 
triolic foifuok  to  unite  with  thcfe, 
is  nou'  fcarcely  conibinable  with 


it),  arifes ;  leaving  the  mercury 
and  Knarine  acid  to  fublime  toge- 
ther, when  tlie  heat  fliall  be  ftrong 
enough  to  elevate  them.  Some 
Imall  portion  of  the  marine  fpirit 
arifts  along  with  the  nitrous';  and 
hence  this  compound  acid  has  been 
employed,  formerly,  for  making  the 
red  corrofive. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  vi- 
triol, and  bafes  of  the  nitre  and  fea- 
falt,  are  of  no  further  ufe  in  this 
procefs,  than  as  convenient  inter- 
media for  facilitating  the  union  of 
the  mercury  with  the  marine  acids. 
They  likewife  ferve  to  afford  a  fup- 
port  for  the  fublimate  to  reft  upon, 
which  thus  afTumes  the  form  it  is 
expefted  in,  that  of  a  placenta  or 
cake. 

There  ai-e  fundry  other  ways  of 
making  this  preparation,  or  of  com- 
bining mercury  with  the  marine  a- 
cid  ;  but  that  adopted  by  the  Lon- 
don college  is  one,  at  leaft,  of  the 
bcft.  For  there,  mercury,  corrod- 
ed by  the  vitriolic  acid  into  a  white 
mafs,  is  mixed  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  fea-falt  and  fet  to  fublime; 
the  vitriolic  acid  will. quit  the  mer- 
cury to  unite  with  the  bafis  of  the 
fea-falt ;  and  the  acid  of  the  fea- 
falt,  now  fet  at  liberty,  will  unite 
«ith  the  mercury,  and  fublime 
with  it  into  the  compound  requir- 
ed. The  difcovery  of  this  method 
is  generally  attributed  to  Boulduc; 
though  it  is  found  alfo  in  KuNC- 
KEL's  Laboratoriiiin  Chymicum. 

If  the  mercury  be  corroded  by 
the  nitrous,  inftead  of  the  vitriolic 
acid  ;  the  event, will  be  the  fame  ; 
that  acid  equally  quitting  the  mer- 
cury, and  fetting  loofe  the  marine; 
and  the  fublimate  made  by  this 
method  is  the  fame  with  the  fore- 
going; but  as  the  quantity  of  fixt 
matter  is  fnall,  it  difficultly  af- 
fumes  the  form  of  a  cake.  It  re- 
quires, indeed,  fome  fkill  in  the  o- 
perator,  to  give  it  this  appearance 
when  either  procefs  is  followed. 
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When  large  quantities  are  made, 
tliis  form  may  be  eafily  oln^ined, 
by  placing  tjie  matrals  no  deeper  in 
the  land  \han  the  fiirface  of  the 
matter  contained  in  it;  and  remov- 
ing a  little  of  the  fand  from  the 
fides  of  the  glafs,  as  foon  as  the 
flowers  begin  to  appear  in  the 
neck  ;  when  the  heat  fliould  like- 
wife  He  fomewhat  lowered,  and 
not  at  all  raifed  during  the  whole 
proccfs.  The  fublimation  is  known 
to  be  completed  when  the  edges  of 
the  cryRalline  cake,  which  will 
form  upon  t  e  furface  of  the  caput 
mortuu  ii,  appear  fmooth  and  even, 
and  a  litrle  removed  from  it. 

Our  apo'thecaries  rarely,  and  few 
even  of  the  chemifts,  attempt  the 
making  of  this  preparation  them- 
felves ;  greatcfl:  part  of  what  is 
ufed  among.us  comes  from  Venice 
and  Holland.  This  foreign  fub- 
limate  has  been  reported  to  be 
adalterated  with  arfcnic.  Some 
affirm  that  this  dangerous  fraud 
may  be  difcovered  by  the  fubli- 
mate's  turning  black  on  being 
moiftened  with  the  alkaline  ley ; 
which  by  others  is  denied.  As  this 
point  feemed  of  fome  importance 
to  be  determined,  I  made  fundry 
experi'v.ents  with  this  view,  which 
convinced  me  of  the  infnfficiency 
of  alkalies  for  difcovering  arfenic. 
Alkaline  ley,  poured  into  a  folu- 
tion  of  pure  arfenic,  and  into  a 
mixture  of  the  two  folutions  in  dif- 
ferent proportions,  produced  no 
blacknefs  in  any  :  and  though  tiie 
pure  f.;biimate,  and  the  mixtures 
of  it  with  arfenic,  exnibited  fjme 
differences  in  thefe  trials,  yet  thefe 
differences  were  neither  fo  conftant, 
nor  fo  ftrongly  marked,  as  to  be 
laid  down,  univerfally,  for  criteria 
of  the  prefence  or  abfence  of  arfe- 
nic. Different  fpecimens  of  fub- 
limate,  known  to  be  pure,  differed 
f  onfiderably  in  this  refpecl  ;  pro- 
haiily  from  their  holding  a  little 
more  or  Icfs  mercury  in  proportion 


to  the  acid,  or  from  their  retaining 
fiime  fmall  portion  of  thofe  acids 
which  were  employed  in  the  pre- 
paration as  intermedia.  • 

Some  chemifls  deny  the  pra6li- 
cabilitv  of  this  adulteration.  Thefe 
is  a  procefs,  common  in  books  of 
ciiemiflrv,  wherein  fublimate  and 
arfenic  being  mixed  together  and 
fet  to  fublime,  they  do  not  arife  in 
one  mafs,  or  yield  any  thing  fimi- 
lar  to  the  pre[>aration  here  intend- 
ed :  the  arfenic  abforbs  the  acid  of 
the  fublimate,  and  is  reduced  there- 
by into  a  liquid  or  butyraceous 
confiflence;  while  the  mercury, 
thus  freed  from  the  acid,  diftils  in 
its  running  form:  if  the  quantity 
of  arfenic  be  infufficiuit  to  decom- 
pound the  whole  of  the  fublimate, 
the  remainder  of  the  fublimate  Con- 
cretes diftinft  from  the  arfenical 
butter.  Whence  they  conclude, 
that  arfenic  and  fuyimate  '  cannot 
be  united, together  \Mo  a  cr\  ftalline 
cake,  the  form  in  which  this  pre- 
paration is  brought  to  us. 

The  above  experiment  is  'not 
altooether  decifive;  for  thouch 
arfenic  and  fulphur  do  not  affunie 
the  required  form  by  the  common 
procefs,  it  is  poflible  they  may  by 
fome  other  management.  It  will 
therefore  be  proper  to  point  out 
means  for  the  fa.isfaftion  of  thofe 
who  may  be  defirous  of  convincing 
themfelves  of  the  genuinenefs  of 
this  important  preparation.  Let 
fome  of  the  fublimate,  powdered  in 
a  glafs  mortar,  be  well  mixed  with 
twice  its  weight  of  black  flux,  and 
a  little  filings  or  fliavings  of  iron  : 
put  the,  mixture  into  a  crucible  ca- 
pable of  holding  four  or  five  times 
as  much  ;  give  a  gradual  lire  till 
the  ebullition  ceales,  and  then 
haftily  incrcafe  it  to  a  white  heat. 
If  no  fumes  of  the  garlic  fmell  can 
be  perceived  during  the  procefs; 
and  if  the  particles  of  iron  retain 
their  form,  without  any  of  them 
being  melted  ;  I  think  we  may  be 
lis 
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fcciire  that  the  mixture  contained 
no  arfenic. 

Sublimate  is  a  moft -violent 
corrofive,  prefently  corrupting  and 
deftioying  all  the  parts  of  the  body 
it  touches.  A  folution  of  it  in  wa- 
ter, in  the  proportion  of  about  a 
dram  to  a  quart,  is  made  uf(^of  for 
keeping  doion  proud JieJJi,  and  clcanfmg 
foul  ulcers,  and  a  more  dilute  folu- 
tion as  a  coj'metic,  and  for  dejlroying 
cutaneous  infeSls.  But  a  great  deal  of 
paution  requifite  even  in  thefe 
external  ufes  of  it. 

Some  have  neverthelefs  ventured 
to  give  it  internally,  in  the  dofe  of 
pne-tenth  or  one-eighth  of  a  grain. 
BoEEHAAVE  relates,  that  if  a  grain 
pf  it  be  difTolved  in  an  oimce  or 
fnore  of  water,  and  a  dram  of  tliis 
fohnion,  foftened  with  fyrup  of  vi- 
olets,  taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
it  will  perform  ■  wonders  in  many 
yeputed  incurable  diftempers ;  but 
particularly  cmitions  us  not  to  ven- 
tujre  upon^it,  unlefs  the  method  of 
managing  it  be  well  known. 

jSublimate  diflolved  in  vinous 
fpirits  has  of  late  been  given  inter- 
nally in  larger  dofes ;  from  a  quar- 
ter of  a  grain  to  half  a  grain.  This 
ynethod  of  ufing  it  was  brought  in- 
to vogue  by  baron  Van  Swieten 
9t  Vienna,  particularly  for  venereal 
maladies  J  and  feveral  trials  of  it 
have  been  made  in  this  kingdom 
alfo  with  fuccefs.  Eiglit  grains  of 
the  fublimate  are  diflolved  in  fix- 
teen  ounces  of  reftified  fpirit  of 
wine  or  proof  fpirit  j  the  reflificd 
fpirit  diffolves  it  more  perfeftly, 
and  feems  to  make  the  medicine 
milder  in  its  operation,  than  tlie 
proof  fpirit  of  the  original  prefcrip- 
tioij  of  Van  Swieten.  Of  this  folu- 
tion, dofes  from  one  to  two  fpoon- 
fuis,  that  is,  from  half  an  ounce  to 
^  an  ounce,  are  given  twice  a  day, 
'  and  continued  till  all  the  fymp- 
toins  are  removed;  obferving  to 
ufe  a  low  diet,  with  plentiful  dilu- 
licii,  otherwife  the  fublimate  is  apt 


to  purge,  and  gripe  feverely.  It 

generally  purges  more  or  lefs  at  the 
beginnings  but  afterwards  feems  to 
operate  chiefly  by  urine  and  perjpi- 
ration. 

Sublimate  cpnfifts  of  mercury 
united  with  a  large  quantity  of  ma- 
rine acid.  There  are  two  general 
methods  of  deftroying  its  corrofive 
quality,  and  rendering  it  mild  ; 
combining  with  it  fo  much  frc/h 
mercury  as  the  acid  is  capable  of 
taking  up,  and  feparating  a  part  of 
the  acid  by  means  of  alkaline  falts, 
and  the  like.  On  the  firft  princi- 
pie,  calomel  is  formed  ;  on  the  lat- 
ter,  white  precipitate. 

SOLUTIO  HYDR.'^RGYRI 
MURIATI. 
•vulgo 

SOLUTIO  MERCURII  COR- 
ROSIVI  SUBLIMATI. 
Solution  of  muriated  quickfd'vcr. 
Take  of 

Muriated  quickfilver,  fix  grains; 
Sal  ammoniac,  twelve  grains  ; 
Diflblve  in  a  pound  of  diltilled 
water ; 

If  hard  water  be  ufed  for  this 
purpofe,  the  folution  fuffers  a  kind 
of  decompofition,  from  the  nitrous 
felenite  of  the  water. 

A  folution  of  muriated  quick- 
filvei",  and  fal  ammoniac,  in  a 
fmall  proportion  of  water,  ufed  to 
be  mixed  with  bread,  ftarch,  or 
wheat  flower,  and  given  in  form  of 
pills,  and  was  confidered  a  fafe  and 
pleafant  way  of  adminiilcring  this 
powerful  medicine,  as  thedifagree- 
able  tafte  of  the  muriated  quick- 
filver was  avoided,  and  the  quan- 
tity given  at  each  dofe  could  be 
accurately  afcertained  :  plentiful 
dilution  was  alfo  recommended, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  ex- 
hibition.  See  the  article  Pills, 
where  will  be  found  a  particular 
formula. 

This  folution  may  be  alfo  ufed 
for  wafliing  venereal  and  other 
fores ;  aud,'  where  it  is  found  toq 
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acrid  for  that  purpofe,  it  may  be 
lowered  by  the  addition  of  a  little 
water. 

CALOMELAS. 

Loud. 

HYDRARGYRUS  MURIATUS 
MITIS. 

Edinh. 
former  If 

MERCLIRIUS   DULCIS  SUB- 
LI  MATUS. 

Calomel. 
Lo.id. 

'Take  of 

Muriated     quickfilver,  one 
pound  ; 

Purihed      quickfilver,  nine 
ounces ; 

IRub  them  together  till  the  glo- 
bules drfappear,  and  fubiime  ; — 
then  rub  all  together  again,  and 
fubii  ne ;  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner repeat  the  fublimation  four 
times ;,  afterwards,  rub  the  mat- 
ter to  a  fine  powder,  and  wafh 
it  with  boiling  difti\!ed  water. 
Edinbi 

TTake  of  . 

Muriated  quick-filver,  reduced 

to  powder  In  a  glafs  mortar, 

four  ounces  ; 
Pare  quick-filver,  three  ounces 

and  an  half; 
)Mix  them  wdl  together,  by  long 
trituration,  in  a  glafs  or  marble 
mortar,  until  the  quick-filver 
ceafes  to  appear.  Put  the  pow- 
der into  an  oblong  phial,  of  fuch 
a  fize,  that  only  one  third  of  it 
may  be  filled  ;  and  fubiime  it 
from  a  fand  heat.  When  the  fub- 
limation is  finiflied,  let  the  phial 
be  broken,  and  the  red  powder 
about  the  bottom,  and  the  white 
about  the  neck,  both  thrown 
away,  but  the  remaining  mafs 
»fublimed  three  or  four  times, 
and  reduced  into  a  very  fine 
powder. 

The  trituration  of  corrofive  fub- 
lima'e  with  quick-filver  is  a  yery 
noxious  operation.  For  it  is  almoft 


impoflible,  by  any  care,  to  prevent 
the  lighter  particles  of  the  former 
fcom  arifing,  fo  as  to  afFeft,  the 
operator's  eyes  and  moiith.  It  is 
neverthelefs  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence,  that  the  ingredients  be 
perfectly  united  before  the  fubli- 
mation is  begun.  It  is  necefTary  to, 
pulverife  the  fublimate,  before  the 
mercury  is  added  to  it ;  but  this 
may  be  fafely  performed,  with  a 
little  caution;  efpecially  if,  dur- 
ing the  pulverifation,  the  matter 
be  now  and  then  fprinkled  with  a 
little  fpirit  of  wine.  This  addition 
does  not  at  all  impede  the  union  of 
the  ingredients,  or  prejudice  the 
fublimation  :  it  will  be  convenient 
not  to  clofe  the  top  of  the  fubliming 
v£(rel  with  a  cap  of  paper  at  firft 
(as  is  ufually  practifed),  but  to  de- 
fer this  till  the  mixture  begins  to 
fubiime,  that  the  fpirit  may  efcape. 
The  rationale  of  this  procefs  de- 
ferves  particular  attention  ;  and 
the  more  fo,  as  a  mi  (taken  theory 
herein  has  been  produftive  of  fe- 
veral  errors  with  regard  to  the  ope- 
ration of  mercurials  in  general.  It 
is  fuppofed,  that  the  dulcification, 
as  it  is  called,  of  the  muriated  quick- 
filver, is  owing  to  the  fpicula  or 
fliarp  points,  on  which  its  corro- 
fivenefs  depends,  being  broken  and 
worn  off  by  the  frequent  fublima- 
tions.  If  this  opinion  were  juft, 
the  muriated  quick-filver  would 
become  mild,  without  any  addi- 
tion, barely  by  repeating  the  fub- 
limation; but  this  is  contrary  to  all 
experience.  The  abatement  of 
the  corrofive  quality  of  the  fubli- 
mate is  entirely  owing  to  the  com- 
bination of  fo  much  frefli  mercury 
with  it,  as  is  capable  of  being 
united ;  Snd  by  whatever  means 
this  combination  is  effected,  the 
preparation  will  be  futTiciently  dul- 
cified. Triture  promotes  the  union 
of  the  two,  whilft  fublimation 
tends  rather  to  difunite  them.  The 
prudent   operator,  therefore,  will 


488      PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS.     Part  III- 


not  be  folicitous  about  feparating 
fuch  mercurial  globules  as  appear 
diftina  after  the  firft  fublimation. 
He  will  endeavour  rather  to  com- 
bine them  with  the  reil,  by  repeat- 
ing the  trit^ire  and  digedlon. 

The  college  of  VVirtemberg  re- 
quire their  calomel  to  be  only  twice 
fublimed  ;  and  the  Auguftan  but 
once;   and   Neumann  propofes 
making  it  direftly,  by  a  fingle  fnb- 
limation,    from    the  ingredients 
which  the  muriated  qnick-lilver  is 
prepared  from,  by  only  taking  the 
quick-filver  in  a  larger  proportion. 
If  the' medicine,  made  after  either 
of  thefe  methods,  fliould  prove  in 
any  degree  acrid,  w.;ter,  boiled  on 
it  for  fame  time,  will  dilfolve  and 
feparate  that  part  in  which  its  acri- 
mony confifts.    The  marks  of  the 
preparation  being  fiifficiently  dul- 
cified, are,  its  bci>:g  perfeclly  injipid 
io  the  fafle,  and  indijfnluhle  by  long 
hniling  in  ivntcr.    Whether  the  wa- 
ter, in  which  it  has  been  boiled, 
has  taken  up  any  part  of  It,  may  be 
known  by  dropping  into  the  liquor 
a  ley  of  any  fi\t  alkaline  fait,  or 
any  volatile  alkaline  fpirit :  if  the 
decoftion  has  any  mercurial  im- 
pregnation; it  will  grow  turbid  on 
this  addition  :  if  otherwife,  it  wJU 
continue  limpid.     But  here  care 
muft  be  taken  not  to  be  deceived 
by  an  extraneous  falir.e  matter  in 
the  water  itfelf :  mofl  of  the  com- 
mon fpring  waters  turn  milky  on 
the  addition  of  alkalies  ;  and  tiiere- 
fore,  for  experiments  of  this  kind, 
diftilled  water,  or  rain  water,  ought 
to  be  ufed. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  feven  times 
fublin:ed,  has  been  commonly  called 
Cctlo'nelas,  and  Aquila  alba ;  names 
■which  are  now  drnpt  by  the  Edin- 
burgh college.  Crt/owr/rtj, though  yet 
retained  by  the  London  college,  is 
indeed  a  very  improper  name  for  a 
white  preparatio:;,  the  word  imply- 
ing a  black  colour.  By  grinding 
nieicuiius  dulcis  with  volatile  fpi- 


rits,  it  becomes  blackifh,  and  this 
perhaps  is  the  true  calomel. 

Calomel  appears  to  be  one  of  the- 
moft  uftful  preparations  of  this 
mineral  :  it  holds  an  intermediate 
place  between  the  hyl'nrgyru!  nce- 
taties,  which  is  one  of  the  mildeft 
faline  prep.irations,  and  lydiaigy- 
rus  murlatus,  one  of  the  mod 
acrid. 

Calomel  is  confide'rcd  as  3  good 
Jialflg' gw,  diaphnretU  .  and  alterant; 
is  an  efficacious  medicine  fo  clear- 
ing the  hepatic  fyjlcm^  either  given 
alone,  joined  with  antinionials,  or 
with  other  of  the  cholagogues. 
Many  of  the  more  elaborate  pro- 
ceHes  are  no  other  than  attempts 
to  produce  from  men  urv  fuch  a 
medicine  as  'his  really  is.  The 
dofe,  for  raJJing  aj'nlivatio  ,  is  ten 
or  fifteen  grains,  taken  in  thi.-  form 
of  a  bolus  ■  or  pills,  every  night  or 
oftener,  till  the  ptyalifm  begins. 
As  an  alieranl  and  d  aph^rctl,^  it 
is  given  in  dofes  of  rive  or  fix 
grains  ;  a  purgative  being  occafi- 
onally  interpofed,  to  prevent  itsaf- 
feding  the  mouth.  It  anfwers, 
liowever,  much  better,  when  given 
in  (mailer  quantities,  as  one,  two, 
or  three  gr;uns  every  morning  and 
eve.ving,  in  conjun<3ion  wich  fuch 
fubftaiices  as  detern  ine  its  artion 
to  the  Ikin,  as  the  extrad  or  refin 
of  gnaiacuni ;  the  patient  at  the 
fame  time  keeping'  warm,  and 
drinking  liberally  of  warm  diluent 
liquors.  By  this  method  of  ma- 
naging it,  .ohjiinatc  ciitanci^us  and 
vc'ienal  tfijlempen  have  been  fuc- 
ct'fsfully  cured,  without  any  re- 
markable increafe  of  the  fenfible 
evaluations. 

liYDRARGYRUS  MURLATUS 
MITIS. 

Lond. 

HYDRARGYRUS  MURL\TUS 
PRyEClPlTATUS. 

Edinb. 

Mild  muriated  qui^k-Jilvtr. 
Lond. 


Chap.  X.  Preparauom  of 

Take  of 

Purihed  quickfilver, 
Diluted  nitrous  acid, — of  each 
half  a  pound  ; 

Mix  them  in  a  glafs  veffel,  and 
wnit  until  the  quickYilver  is 
diflblved.  Then,  in  a  boiling 
hear,  difToIve  the  nitrated  quick- 
filver, and  pour  it  out  unmedi- 
ately^nto  a  glafs  veiiel,  where 
there  is  another  boiling  folution, 
confifting  of 

Sea-fah,  by  weight,  four  ounces  ; 
Diftilled  water,  eight  pints  ; 
After  the  powder  has  fubfided,  let 
the  clear  liquor  which  fwims  at 
the  top  he  poured  off,  and  the 
remaining  po.vder  waflied  with 
hot  water,  iKitil  it  becomes  in(i- 
pid  :  tnen  let  it  be  dried  on  fil- 
tering paper,  with  a  gentle 
heat. 

Ed.nl. 

Take  of 

Dilute    nitrous     acid,  eight 
ounces ; 

Qn-ck-fiU'er,  eight  ounces,  and 
a  little  more : 
Pour  thefe  into  a  bolt-head,  which, 
fet  bv,  loofely  flopped,  avoid- 
ing, the  vapours.  An  hour  after- 
wards, fet  the  veflel  upon  heated 
fand,  which  heat  muft  be  gra- 
dually incrcafed  for  four  hours, 
until  the  mixture  begins  to  boil 
flightly  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
fliakingin  the  mean  time  the  vef- 
fel  very  often.  But  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  a  little  more  quickfil- 
ver (hould  have  been  added  than 
this  c^n diiTolve,  that  the  mixture 
fti')uld  be  at  leaft  perfectly  fatn- 
rated.  Pour  this  mixture,  whilft 
warm,  into  eight  pints  of  boiling 
water,  wherein  four  ounces  and 
an  half  of  fen-falt  has  been  dif- 
folved,  thorou'dily  and  quickly 
mixing  them  all  together.  After 
the  matter  has  fubfided,  pour  off 
the  faiine  water,  and  wafh  the 
miiriated  quick-filver,  by  often 
pouring  upon  it  warn)  water, and 
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this  repeated  until  it  becomes 
totally  taflelefs. 

This  is  fuppofed  to  poffefs  tlie 
fame  virtues  as'calomel,  and  is  ad- 
miniftered  in  fimilar  ddfes ;  but 
it  certainly  is  fomewhata  milder 
preparation. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome 
that  this  medicine'was  a  new  in- 
vention of  ScHEELEs,  intended  as  a 
cheap  fubflitute  for  calomel,  of 
which  there  is  this  remark  in  the 
la'ft  edition  of  the  London  Phar- 
macopoeia :  "  that  it  is  equal,  and 
"  fimilar  in  every  refpeft  to  f<j/o///c7, 
"  for  the  muriatic  acid  here  is  as 
"  perfe6Uy  faturated,  and  com- 
^'  bined  with  the  quick-filver,  as 
"  in  the  more  tedious,  and  expen- 
five  procefs  for  the  preparatioa 
"  of  calomel." 

Panacea  MEP.ctJRii. 
Mercurial  panacea. 
Take   any  quantity  of  levigated 
calomel,  and  four  times  as  much 
fpirit  oF  wine.    Digeft  them  to- 
*  gether  in  a  fand-heat  for  twenty 
d  lys,  frequently  fhaking  the  vef- 
fel ;    then  pour  off   the  fpirit, 
and  dry  the  powder  for  ufe. 
This  preparation  differs  very  lit- 
tle, if  at  ali,  from  the  foregoing; 
for,  as  Lemery  obferves,  the  fpi- 
rit of  wine  does  not  diffolve  any 
part  of  the  calomel.    Some  che- 
miiis  have  therefore  recommended 
a  proof  fpirit,  or  common  water, 
as  more  fuitable  for  this  purpofe 
than  reftified  fi-irit   Ifany  part  in- 
deed of  the  calomelremainsjiot  fuf- 
ficiently  dulcified,  this  will  he  dif- 
folved  by  boiiing  in   water,  and 
confequently  the  preparation  be- 
comes milder;  but  if  the  calomel 
be  well  made,  even  water  will  have 
no  effeifl  upon  it  ;  the  mercury  and 
fpirit  of  fait  being  fo  clofjy  united 
to  each  other,  as  not  to  admit  of 
any  feparation  by  the  means  here 
propoftd.    Nor  indeed  does  good 
mercurius  dulcis  want  any  of  its 
acid  to  be  taken  away,  as  being 
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alrerrdy  fiifficienily  fafe  and  mild 
in  its  operation.  The  Edinburgh 
college,  therefore,  who  received 
this  preparation  in  former  editions 
of  their  Pharmacopceia,  have  now 
reitcled  it. 

CALX  HYDRARGYRI  ALBA, 

formerly 

MERCURIUS  PR.ECIPITA- 
TUS  ALBUS. 
White  calx  of  quick-fiver. 
Take  of 
IVIuriated  qiiick-filver  ; 
Sal  ammoniac  ; 

Water  of  prepared  kali, — of  each 
half  a  pound. 
Diffolve  firflthe  fal  ammoniac,  and 

afterwards  the  muriated  qiiick- 

filver,  in  diftilled  water,  and  then 

add  the  water  of  prepared  kali ; 

wafli   the  precipitated  powder 

till  it  becomes  infipid. 

This  preparation  is  ufed  chiefly 
in  ointments,  in  which  intention  its 
fine  white  colour  is  no  fmall  re- 
commendation to  it.  For  internal 
purpofes,  it  is  rarely  employed,  nor 
is  it  at  all  wanted.  It  is  nearly 
fimilar  to  mercurius  dulcis,  but 
lefs  certain  in  its  effcfts.  Muriated 
quickfilver,  as  we  have  already  feen, 
confifts  of  mercury  united  with  a 
large  proportion  of  acid:  it  is  there 
dulcified  by  adding  as  much  freft 
mercury  as  is  futficient  to  fatiate  all 
the  acid  ;  here,  by  fcparating  all 
the  acid  that  is  not  fatiated.  This 
laft  way  feems  an  unfrugal  one,  on 
account  not  only  of  the  lofs  of  the 
acid,  but  of  the  volatile  fpirit  ne- 
cefTary  for  abforbing  it.  The  ope- 
rator may,  however,  if  it  fliould  be 
thought  worth-while,  recover  the 
volatile  fait  from  the  liiquor,  by  add- 
ing to  it,  after  the  precipitate  has 
been  feparated,  a  proper  quantity 
of  pot-afli,  and  diftilling  with  a 
gentle  heat,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
for  the  fpirit  or  volatile  fait  of  fal 
ammoniac;  for  a  true  fal  ammo- 
niac is  regenerated,  in  the  precipi- 
tation, from  the  union  of  the  vola- 


tile fpirit  with  the  muriatic  acid  of 
the  fublimate.  It  is  by  no  means 
advifable  to  ufe  the  liquor  itfdf  as 
a  fokuion  of  fal  ammoniac,  or  to 
feparate  the  fal  ammoniac  from  it 
by  evaporation  and  cryftaliifation, 
as  a  part  of  the  quickfilver  might  be 
retained,  and  communicate  danger- 
ous qualities:  but  the  volatile  fait 
feparated  by  diflillation  may  be  ufed 
without  fear  of  its  containing  any 
quickfilver,  none  of  which  will  a- 
rife  with  the  heat  by  which  volatile 
falts  are  diftilled. 

Fixt  alkalies  anfwer  as  effectu- 
ally, for  precipitating  folutions  of 
fublimate,  as  the  volatile.  But  the 
precipitate,  obtained  by  means  of 
the  former,  inftead  of  being  «  hite 
as  with  the  latter,  is  generally  of  a 
reddiili  yellow  or  orange  colour. 
If  fal  ammoniac  be  difTolved  along 
with  the  muriated  quick-fiiver,  the 
addition  of  fixt  alkalies  will  now, 
extricating  the  volatile  alkali  of  the 
fal  ammoniac,  occafion  as  white  a 
precipitation,  as  if  the  volatile  al- 
kali had  been  previoufly  feparated 
and  employed  in  its  pure  ftate. 

The  fal  ammoniac,  befides  its 
ufe  in  the  capital  intention  to 
make  a  white  precipitation,  pro- 
motes the  folution  of  the  fubli- 
mate, which,  of  itfelf,  is  difficultly, 
and  fcarce  at  all  totally  foluble  by 
repeated  boiling  in  water.  -  For, 
however  fkilfully  it  is  prepared, 
fome  part  of  it  will  have  an  under- 
proportion  of  acid,  and  confequent- 
ly  approach  to  the  ftate  of  ca- 
lomel. A.  good  deal  of  care  is 
requifite  in  the  precipitation.  For, 
if  too  large  a  quantity  of  the  fixt 
'alkaline  folution  be  imprudently 
added,  the  precipitate  will  lole  the 
elegant  white  colour  for  which  it  is 
valued. 

This  calx  is  fometimcs  adulte- 
rated with  cerufs,  which  cerufs  wiil 
be  left  upon  burning  the  fophifti- 
cated  compound,  as  formerly  men- 
tioned when  fpeaklng  of  the  adul- 
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teration  of  Jjydrargyrus  nitratus  ru- 
ler, u-ith  minium. 

mmARGYRUS  VITRIOL A- 
TUS. 
Lend.  Eiiinb. 
.  formerly 
MERCURIUS  EMETICUS 
FLAVUS. 
Land. 

turp£thum  minerals. 

Edinh. 
Fliriolatfd  quicijikjcr. 
Land. 

'Take  of 

•  ,Puritied  quickfilver,  one  pound  ; 

-  Vitriolic  acid,  fifteen  ounces ; 

Mix  them  in  a  glafs  vefTel,  and 
heat  bv  decrees,  until  fhev  unite. 
Let  the  whole  be  tnoroughly 
dried,  with  a  ftroiig  fire  ;  and 
then  pour  upon  it  a  large  portion 
of  hot  diflilled  water.  This 
msfs  immediately  grows  yellow, 
and  falls  to  powder.  Then  fuf- 
fer  it  to  fettle,  pour  6(t  the  wa- 
ter, and  waQi  the  powder  in  feve- 
ral  parcels  of  frefli  water,  imtil 
it  becomes  infipid. 

EJinb. 

Take  of 

Quick-filver,  four  ounces; 
Vitriolic  acid,  eight  ounces: 

Let  them  be  put  into  a  retort,  and 
diftillcd  from  a  fand  bach  to 
drynefs ;  the  white  calx  left  at 
the  bottom,  be  powdered,  and 
thrown  into  warm  water.  It 
will  immediately  become  of  a 
yellow  colour,  which  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  purify  by  frequent  ablu- 
tions. 

The  quantity  of  oil  of  vitriol, 
formerly  directed,  was  double  to 
that  now  employed  by  the  Edin- 
burgh coilTge.  The  reduction  now 
made  in  this  article  greatly  facili- 
tates the  procefa. 

BoKRHAAVE  dircfts  this  prepa- 
ration to  be  made  in  an  open  glafs, 
flowly  heated,  and  then  placed  im- 
mediately upon  burning  coals  ; 
care  being  taken  to  avoid  the  fumes, 
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which  are  extremely  noxious.  This 
method  will  fucceed  very  well, 
with  a  little  addrefs,  when  the  in- 
gredients are  in  fmall  quantity  : 
but  where  the  mixture  is 'large,  it 
is  better  to  ufe  a  retort,  placed  in  a 
fand-furnace,witha  recipient,  con- 
taining a  fmall  quantity /)f  water, 
luted  to  it.  Great  care  fliould  be 
taken,  when  the  oil  of  vitriol  be- 
gins to  bubble,  to  fteadily  keep  up 
the  heat,  without  at  ail  increafing 
it,  till  the  ebullition  ceafes,  when 
the  fire  fhould  be  augmented  to  the 
utmoft  degree,  ,that  as  much  as  poi^ 
fible  of  the  redundant  acid  may  be 
expelled. 

If  the  matter  be  but  barely  exfic- 
cated,  it  proves  a  cauftic  fait,  wliich 
in  the  ablution  with  water  will  al- 
moft  all  diflblve,  leaving  only  a 
little  quantity  of  vitriolated  quick- 
filver:  the  more  of  the  acid  has 
been  diffipated,  the  iefs  of  the  re- 
maining quick-filver  will  diffolve, 
and  confequently  the  yield  of  vi- 
triolated quick-filver  will  be  the 
greater ;  fire  expelling  only  the  acid 
(viz.  fuch  part  of  the  acid  as  is  not 
completely  fatiated  with  mercury) 
while  water  takes  up  always,  along 
with  the  acid,  a  proportionable 
quantity  of  the  mercury  itfelf.T— 
Even  when  the,  matter  has  been 
flrongly  calcined,  a  part  will  ftiil 
be  foluble  :  this  evidently  appears 
upon  pouring  into  the  wafliings  a 
little  foUition  of  fixt  alkaline  fait, 
which  wi'l  throw  down  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  yellow  precipitate, 
greatly  refembling  the  turpeth,  ex- 
cept that  it  is  lefb  violent  in  opera- 
tion. 

From  this  experiment,  it  appears, 
that  the  belt  method  of  edulcorating 
this  powder  is,  by  impregnating 
tlie  water,  intended  to  be  ufed  in 
its  ablution,  with  a  determined  {)ro- 
portion  of  fixt  alkaline  fait :  for  by 
thcfe  meiuis,  the  wallied  turpeth 
will  not  only  turn  out  greater  in 
quantity,   but,   what  is  of  more 
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confequence,  always  have  an  equal 
degree  of  fti  cngth  ;  a  circiimfl  ancc 
which  defcrves  particularly  to  be 
confidered,  efpecialiy  in  paking 
•fuch  pre[)arati<)iis  as,  from  an  error 
in  the  procefs,  iiay  prove  too  vio- 
lently torrofive  to  be  iifed  with  any' 
.  tolerable  degree  of  fafety. 

It  is  neccflary  to  employ  warm 
water,  if  we  are  anxious  for  a  fine 
colour  :  if  cold  water  be  ufcd,'  the 
precipitate  will  be  white.  • 

h  is  obfervable,  that  though  the 
fuperfluous-  acid  is  here  .  abforbed 
from  thfe  mercury  by  the  alkaline 
fair  ;  yet  in  fome  circumflances 
this  acid  fcrTakes  thrt  fait  to  unite 
•u'iti'  me  cuiy.  If  a  combination 
of  v/)t)  inlic  ,acid  with  .fixt  alkali 
be  di'dblved  in  wa'er,  and  the  Jo 
lutiou  ad(ied  to  a  folution  of  ii.er- 
cury  ill  aqtiafor:is;  the  vitriolic 
acid  will  unite  with  the  niercuryj 
a;>d  form  with  it  a  turpet.  ,  wiiich 
falls  to  the  bottom;  leavinv,  only 
the  alkali  diiTolved  in  the  aquafor- 
tis, and  united  wit  i  the  ncifl  there- 
of into  a  regenerated  nitre.  On 
this  piinciple  dej-ei.ds  ti.e  prepara- 
tion defcribcd  i'y  Wilson,  under 
the  title  of  An  rxccUefit preciyitate  of 
mercitry  ;  which  is  no  other  than  a 
true  turpeth,  thdrngh  not  generally 
known  to  be  ftich.  Jt  is  inade  by 
diffolving  four^'ouhces  of  kali  vi- 
triolatum  in  fixteen  ounces  of  fpi- 
rit  of  Jiitre  ;  dillblving  in  this  com- 
pound liquor  four  ounces  of  mer- 
cury; abllrafting  the  menftruuin 
in  a  fand-heat  ;  and  edulcorating 
with  water  the  gold -coloured  mafs 
which  r.emams. 

Vitriolated  quickfilveris  aji!r»»g 
eme/ic,  and  in  this  intention  ope- 
rates the  moft  powerfully  of  all  the 
mercurials  that  can  be  fafely  given  ' 
internally.  Its  adion  however  is 
not  confined  to  the  primjE.  viae  ; 
it  will  f6metimes  excitf  a  ptyalfmy 
if  a  purgative  be  not  taken  fooii 
after  it.    This  mbJicine  is  ufed  . 


chiefly,  in  virulent  gonnrrhceas,  and 
otl.  er  venereal  cafe^,  where  there  is 
a  great  flux  of  humours  to  the 
parts :  it  is  faid  llkewife  to  have 
been  employed  with  fuccefs,  m 
robud  conflitutions,  agamjl  hprous 
iJi/ordcrs,  and  ohjlinale  glayu'ular  ob~ 
Jl-rubllons :  the  dofc  is  from  two 
grains  to  fii  or  eight.  It  may  be 
given  in  dofes  of  a  grain  or  two  as 
aii  alterative  and  diaphoretic  after 
the  fame  manner  as  the  hydiorgyrus 
calcinaliis, 

Dr,  Hope  has  found  the  vitrio- 
lated  quick  filver  is  the  moft  co;i- 
venient  errhine  he  has  had  occafion 
to  employ. 

This  medicine  ha's  been  recom- 
mended as  the  moll  elteflu..l  pre- 
fervative  ,aga<nji  the  hydr. phobia. 
There  are  feveral  examples  of  its 
preventing  madnefs  in  dogs  that 
had  been  bitten;  and  Tome,' of  its 
perforn.ing  a  cure  after  the  mad- 
nefs was  begun.  From  fix  or  ieven 
grains  to  a  fcrnple  may  be  given 
every  day,  or  every  other  day,  for* 
a  little  time,  and  repeated  at  the 
two  or  three  fucceeding;  fulls  and 
changes  of  the  moon.  Some  few 
trials  have  likewife  been  made  on 
human  fubjeds,  bitten  by  inad 
dogs  ;  and  in  thefe  alio  vitriolated 
quick-filver,  ufed  either  as  an 
en  etic  or  alterative,  feemed  to  have 
good  etfeifts.  See  James's  Treatife 
on  Canine  Madnefs. 

The  wafliings  of  -  vitriolated 
quick-filver  are  ufed  by  fome  ex- 
ternally, for  the  itch  and  other  cuta- 
■Mi'o//s  fauhtejii.  In  fome  cafes  mer- 
curial lotions  may  be  proptr,  but 
thev  are  always  to  be  ufed  with 
great  caution.  This  is  by  no  means 
an  eligible  one,  as  being  extremely 
'unequal  in  point  of  ftrength  ;  more 
or  lefs  of  the  mercury  being  dif- 
fplved,  as  obferved  above,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  calcination — 
The  Pharmacopoeia  of  Paiis  dTrect*- 
a  mercurial  waili  free  from  this  iu- 
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convenience,  ♦  under  the  title  of 
Aqua  mcrcurialis,  or  Mercurius  li- 
qu:Jus.  It  is  compofeci  of  one 
ounce  of  mercury,,  diHolved  in  a 
fiifficient  quantity  of  nicrous  scid, 
and  dihiteJ  with  thirty  ounces  of 
diftilled  water.  In  waflt  of  diftil- 
led  water,  rain  water  niay  be  ufed ; 
but  of  ffjrir.g  waters  tljere  are  very 
few  whi;.Ti  will  mix  with  the  mer-, 
curial  folution,  without  growing 
ti:rbid-2nd  precipitating  a  pare  of 
the  mercurv. 


Befides  the  preparations  here 
mentioned,  there  are  a  variety  of 
others,  which  may  be  Icen  in'  the 
Preparations  of  ■QuicTifilver,  ar- 
ranged according  to  BeIjgman's 
Table  of  Ela^ive  Attraftions ;  and 
in  the  following  one,  ^aken  from 
Dr.  Schwediaur's  Treatife  on  the 
Venereal  Difcafe;  of  which  thofe 
marked  with  the  tjfterilk  are  chiefly 
in  ufe. 


TABULA  exhibens  diverfa  ex  Hydr'argyro  PrjEpara.ta  et  Com- 
posiTA,  haftenus  cognitaf .  • 


I.  Hydrargyrum  simpliciter  purificatum. 

•  Hydrargyrum  purificatum. 

Angl.  ^tlclc-Jiiver,  crude  purified  mercury  \  Germ.  Rcliics  qxteck- 

Jiibcr.    Gal.  Ma-cure  pure. 
JSy;i.  Mercurius  crudus  purificatus  officinarum. 
Argentnm  vivum  purilicatum. 

II.  Pr.sparata   in    quibus  Hydrargyrum  solummodo 

DIVISUM   ESSE  VIDETUR. 

1.  Decodum  Hydrargyri,  i.  e.  Hydrargyrum  fimpliciter  in  aqua  coc- 
tism. 

2.  Extrafto  Glycyrrhizze  fubaftufn. 

3.  Gummiaut  mucilaginci  e.  g.  Gummi  Arabico,  Tragacanthae,  &c. 
*  Hydrarcyrum  gummpfum. 

Syn.  Mercurius  gummofus,  jnventore  Phnck. 

Cgmposita.  ,  . 

*  a  Pjliilae  ex  hydrargyro  isummofo.  .  : 
S/n.  PiluiiE  ex  mercurio  gu.riiniofo.    Plend.  Pharm.  Cbir* 

T  +  J;'"'"'*' praparata  ct  cr.moofita  not.ntur,  fignificant :   o.  0!T>ci.,arum : 
X    f  h  rm..op«u]..nd.ncnC,;  S.  Pr,.r:n..  .Suecca;  l\  th.rm  Da.ica ;  E.  Pharm 
p-^"!:''      i^'ft^^nr.tori.m  novum  Brunf.  ka.fe  ;  E.  fauj,.  Pha^  m  Edmbu.. 

coBui  Sti.  Georgu  LoDdii.cnlis. 
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^  Solutio  mercurialis  gummofa.  Ibid. 
Syn,  Mi,\tura  mercurialis.  G. 
7  Potio  n.-;crcurialis.  B. 
S  Lac  mercuriale,  Pimck. 
4.  Refina  aut  Balfamo  ;  e.  g.  Terebiiithina,  Balfamo  Copaivae,  ice. 
*  Hydrargyrum  terebinthinatum,  &c. 

CoMPOSITA. 

*  Pilulae  ex  hydrargyro  terebinthinato. 
Pilulae  mercuriales,  L. 
Pilulae  mercuriales  laxantes.  G- 
PilulsD  mercuriales  fialagogse.  D. 
Injeftio  mercurialis.    £.  Faup. 

5;  Pingiiedine  animali  aut  oleis  unguinofis;  e.  g.  Axungia  porcina,  anfe- 
rina;  butyro  Cacao. 

*  Hydrargyrum  unguinofum. 

Unguentum  hydrargyri.    Vid.  infra  Hydrargyrum  Sehinum. 
Syn.  Unguentum  ex  hydrargyro  coeruleum.  E. 

Unguentum  mercuriale,  feu  unguentum  Neapolitanum. 

COMPOSITA. 

a  Unguentum  coeruleum  fortius.  L. 

Unguentum  coeruleum  mitius.    L.  . 

Unguentum  mercuriale.  D. 
jS  Ceratum  mercuriale.  L. 
y  Emplaftrum  mercuriale.  O. 

Emplaftrum  ex  hydrargyro.  E. 

Emplaftrum  ex  gummi  ammoniaco  cum  mercurio.  L. 
Emplaftrum  commune  cum  mercurio.  L, 
Emplaftrum  de  ranis  cum  mercurio. 

6.  Terra  Calcarea ;  e.  g.  Creta,  Lapidibus  aut  Chelis  Cancrorum,  &c. 
Mercurius  alkalifatus.  E. 
Pulvis  mercurialis.  G. 

IIL    PR^PARATA     IN     QUIBUS    HYDRARGYRUM,    MEt)IANTE    IGXE  BT 
LIBERO   AERIS    ACCESSU,   IN   CALCEM  VERXITUR. 

*  Hydrargyrum  calcinatiim. 

Syn.  Mercurius  calcinatus.    L.  S. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  per  fe,  L, 

CoMPOSITA. 

*  Pilulse  ex  hydrargyro  calcinate. 
Pilulae  fyphilitkae.  T. 

Pilula  ex  mercurio  calcinato.  G. 

Pilulce  ex  mercurio  calcinato  anodynas.  G. 


IV.  Pr.,epabata  in  auiBus  Hydrargyrum  partim  piyisum,  par- 

TIM  SOLUTUM   E«SE,  VIDEXUR. 
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1.  Saccharo,  Manna,  Conferva  Rofarum,  Cynofbati,  &:c. 

*  Saccharum  hydrargyratum. 

COMPOSITA. 

*  Trochifci  ex  hydrargyro  faccharato. 

Bolus  cceruleus.  ST. 
Bolus  iTiercurialis.  G, 
Syrupiis  Hydrargyri.  S. 
»  !Mei  hydrargyratuni. 

CoMPOSITA. 

Pilulae  ^thiopicns.  E. 

Piluize  mercuriales  purgantes.    E.  faup. 

Piiulx  Bellofti. 

3.  Sulphure  piirificato. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphiiratiim. 

a  Trituratione  aut  fufione. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphuratum  nigrum. 

^thiops  mineralis.  O. 

Co-ilPOSITA. 

Pulvis  iEthiopicus.  G. 

b  Sublimatione. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphuratum  rubrum. 

Cinnabaris  faffitia,  feu  artificialis.    O.  , 

COMPOSITA. 

Pulvis  antily^^us  Sinenfis.  O. 

c  Praecipitatione.    W^.  \n{r?L  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum. 

4.  Sulphure  Antimonii. 

a  Trituratione. 

*  Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratum. 

iEthiops  antimonialis.  O. 

CoMPOSITA. 

Pilulae  /Ethiopicas.    E.  D. 

b  Sublimatione. 

Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratum  rubrum. 
Syn.  Cinnabaris  antimonii.  O. 

COMPOSITA. 

Bolus  Cinnabarinus.  G. 

Pa^PARATA    IN    QUIBUS  HYDRARGYRUM    MEDIANTE    ACIDO  IN 
FORMAU  SALIS   AUT  CALCIS   MUTATUM  EST. 

I.  Acido  Sebi,  2.  Acido  Muriatico.  3.  Acido  Sacchari.  4.  Acido 
Succini,  5.  Acido  Arfenici.  6,  Acido  Acetofellae.  7.  Acido 
Phofphori.  8.  Acido  Vitrioli.  g,  Acido  Sacchari  Ladis,  10, 
Acido  Tartari.  n.  Acido  Citri,  12.  Acido  Nitri.  13.  Acido 
Fluoris  mberalis,     14.  Acido  Aceti,     15.  Acido  Boracis,  16, 
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Acido  Coerulei  Berolineiifis.    17.  Aculo  Molybdaenae.    18.  Acic 
Tungilenico,    19.  Acido  ai-reo. 

I.  Hydrargyrum  ciun  acido  fchi  comhinatum. 

Hydrargyrum  febinum. 

*  Prap.  Unguentum  hydrargyri. 

II.  Cum  acido  muriatico. 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum. 

'   *  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius. 
A.  Subliinatione. 

*  Hydrargyruni  muriatum  fortius  fublimatum. 

Syn.  Mercurius  fublimatus  corrofivus. 
Mercurins  fublimatus  albus.  O. 
Mercurius  cum  fale  ammoniaco  fublimatus. 
B.  PrsEcipitatione. 

Ex  acido  nitri,  mediante  acido  muriatico  dephlogiflicato,  inventor' 
JBert/jokt. 

'  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius  prascipitatum. 

COMPOSITA. 

a  Solutio  fublimati  fpirituofa  (Fa/j  Swieteti). 

Syn.  Solutio  mercurii  fublimati  corrofivi.  E. 

Mixtura  mercurialis.  S. 

Mercurius  fublimatus  fnlutus.  G. 
p  *  Solutio  hydrargyri  muriati  fortioris  aquofa. , 

PiiuljE  e  mcrcurio  corrofivo  albo.  S. 

Dr.  W ard's  white  drop. 

Syrop  du  Cuifinier. 
y  *  Lotio  fyphilitica  fiava,  f.  lotio  ex  hydrargyro  muriato  fortiori. 
Syn.  Aqua  phageda;iiica.  Q. 

Liquor  mercurialis.  A. 

Lotio  mercurialis.  T. 
S  Solutio  fublimati  balfamica.  Plank. 
£  *  Liquor  ad  condylomata. 

Syn.  Aqua  cauftica  pro  condylomatibus.  Pknci. 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius ;  i.  e.  acidum  muriaticum  hydrargyr» 

fuperfaluratum. 

A.  Sublimarione. 

Syn.  Mercurius  dulcis  (fublimatione  paratus).  O. 

Mercurius  dulcis  fublimatus.  L. 

Calomel  feu  calomelas.  L. 
Aquila  alba. 
Panacea  mercurialis. 
Mercurius  dulcis  lunaris.  Schroeder. 

B.  Praecipitatione. 

Ex  acido  nitrofo,  mediante  fale  communi,  inventore  Scheele. 
*■  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius  prascipitatum. 

Mercurius  prascipitatus  dulcis. 
Calx  hydrargyri  muriata  pracipitata. 

a  Ex  acido  muriatico,  mcdianie  alkali  vegetabili. 

Mercurius  pracipitatus  albus.  L. 
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b  Ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  alkali  minerali, 

Mercurius  pracipitatus  albiis.  A. 
c  Ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  alkali  volatili. 

Mercurius  pricipitatus  albus.  £. 
d  Ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  cupro. 

Mercurius  pracipitatus  viridis.  E, 

COMPOSITA. 

Bdlus  mercurialis.  E. 

Bolus  jalappae  cum  mercurio. 

Bolus  rhei  cum  mercurio, 
Pilulae  calomelanos.  G. 

PiiuIsE  Plummeri.  E. 

Pilulae  alterantes  Plummeri.  O. 

Pilula  depurans.  T. 

Pulvis  Plummeri.  O. 

Pilulse  mercuriales  purgantes.  A. 

Pilulce  catarrhales  purgantes.  Z>. 

Pilulae  laxantes  cum  mercurio.  IL 

Pulvis  e  fcammonio  cum  mercurio.  T. 

*  Lotio  fyphilitica  nigra,  lotio  ex  hydrargyro  muriate  mitiori. 

Syn.  Lotio  mercurialis.  G. 
Unguentum  e  mercurio  przecipitato.  L. 
Linimentum  mercuriale.    E,  Faup, 

III.  Cum  acido  facchari, 

a  Hydrargyrum  faccharatum.  Bergman, 

*  b  Saccharum  hydrargyratum,  feu 

Hydrargyrum  faccharo  cando  fubaftum. 

IV.  Cum  acido  fuccini. 

Hydrargyrum  fuccinatum.  Bergman. 

V.  Cum  acido  arfcmci. 

Hydrargyrum  arfenicatum.  Bergman. 

A  I.  Cum  acido  oxalis  acctofclla. 

^    Hydrargyrum  oxalinum.  Bergman, 

Cum  acido  phofphorico. 

Hydrargyrum  phofphoratum.  Bergman. 
Pr^cipitatione  ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  urina  reccnti, 
Rofa  mineralis.  O. 

VIII.  Cum  acido  vitriolico. 

*  a  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum. 

Vitriolum  mercurii.  O. 
Oleum  mercurii.  O. 
b  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum  flavum. 
Turpethum  minerale.  O. 
Mercurius  emeticus  flavus,  L, 
Mercurius  flavm.  E. 
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Merciirius  prsccipitatus  luteus.  D. 
Turpethum  nigrum.  0. 
c  Hydrargyrum  praecipitatum  ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  hepate  ful- 
phuris  aut  calcis. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  niger.  O, 

IX.  Cum  ac'ulo  facchari  la^is. 

X.  Cum  acido  tartar!. 

a  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum.  Bergman. 
*■  b  Tartarus  hydrargyratus ;  i.  e.  hydrargyratum  cum  tartaro  purifi- 
cato  uiiitum.    Terrc  feuilkice  mercuricUc,  inventore  Preffavinl 
c  Praccipitatione  ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  acido  tartari. 

*  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum  flavum  ;  va\go,  Pulvis  Conjfantinus. 

d  Pra?cipitatione  ex  acido  muriatico  ct  acido  tartari  junftis  medi- 
ante alkali  vegetabili. 

*  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum  album ;  ^^Jlgo,  Pulvis  argenteus. 

XI.  Cum  acido  citri. 

Hydrargyrum  citratum.  Bergman. 

XIL  Cum  acido  nitrofn. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum. 

a  Calcinatum  mediante  i^ne. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum  rubrum, 

Mercurius  corrofivus  ruber.    L.  E. 
Mercuriiis  praecipitatus  ruber. 
Pulvis  principis.  O. 
Mercurius  corallinus.  L. 
INIercuriiis  tricolor.  O. 
Panacea  merciirii.  0. 
Arcanum  corallinum. 
Panacea  mercurii  rubra,  0. 

CoMPOSITA. 

Balfamus  mercurialls.  Pknck. 
Unguentum  ophthalmicum.    St.  Ives. 
Baliamum  ophthalmicum  rubrum.  D. 
Unguentum  praecipitatum.  G. 
Unguentum  ad  lippitudinem.  T. 
Unguentum  mercuriale  rubrum.  D. 
Unguentum  pomatum  rubrum.  D. 

*  b  Acidum  nitri  hydrargyratum  j  i.  e,  hydrargyrum  in  acido  iiitrof( 

folutum. 
Solutio  mercurii.  E. 

COMPOSITA. 

Unguentum  citrinum.    E.  S. 

*  c  Praecipitatione. 

Ex  acido  nitri  mediante  alkali  volatili. 
«  Hydrargyrum  nitratum  ciuereum. 
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Piilvis  mercurii  cinereus.  E. 

Turpethum  album.  0. 
j8  Ex  acido  nitrofo  niediante  alkali  volatili  vinofo  (fpiritu  falis  ara- 
moniaci  vmolo). 

Turpethum  nigrum. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  niger. 
y  Ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  alkali  vegetabili. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  tufcus,  iuventore  Wurtz. 
Ex  acido  nitrofo  medlante  cupro. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  viridis.  B. 

XIII.  Cum  aciJe  fluoris  mincralls. 

Hydrflrgyrum  tluoratum.  Bergman, 

XIV.  Cum  acido  aceti. 

*  Hydrargyrum  acetatum.  Bergman, 

CoMPOSITA. 

Trochifci,  S.  pilulse  Keyferi. 

Xy.  Cum  acido  loracts:\ 

Hydrargyrum  boraxatum.  Bergman. 

XVI.  Cum  acido  ccerulei  Bcrolinenjis. 

XVII.  Cum  acido  molyhdana. 

XVIII.  Cum  acida  tungjienico, 

XIX.  Cum  acido  aereo. 

Hydrargyrum  aeratum.    Bergman.  . 


SECT.  VIII. 
Preparations  of  Antimony. 


ANTIMONY  is  compofed  of 
a  metal,  united  with  fulphur 
or  comnTion  brimftone. 

If  powdered  antimony  be  ex- 
pofcd  to  a  gentle  fire,  the  ful- 
phur exhales ;  the  metallic  part 
remaining  in  form  of  a  white 
calx,  reducible,  by  proper  fluxes, 
into  a  whitilh  brittle  metal, 
called  reguluj.    This  is  readily 


diflinouiflied  from  the  other  bo- 
dies of  that  clafs,  by  its  not  being 
folublc  in  aqua  for  tis.    Its  proper 
menflruum  is  aqua  regia. 
If  aqua  regia  be  poured  upon  crude 
antimony,  the  metallic  part  will 
be  diffolved ;  and  the  fulphur 
thrown  out,  partly  to  the  fides 
of  the  vefTel,  and  partly  to  the 
furface  of  the  liquor,  in  forro 
K  k  a 


500        PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS.  Part  HI. 


of  a  greyifh  yellow  fubftance. 
This,  feparated  and  purified  by 
fublimation,  appears  on  all  trials 
the  fame  with  pure  common 
brimftone. 
The  metal,  freed  from  the  ful- 
phur  naturally  blended  with  it, 
and  afterwards  fufed  with  com- 
mon brimftone,  refumes  the  ap- 
pearance and  qualities  of  crude 
antimony. 

The  antimonial  metal  is  a  me- 
dicine of  the  greateft  power  of  any 
known  fubftance.  A  quantity  too 
minute  to  be  fenfible  on  tiie  ten- 
dereft  balance,  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing virulent  effefts,  if  taken 
diftblvcd  or  in  a  foluble  ftate.  If 
given  in  Aich  a  form  ns  to  be  im- 
mediately mifcible  with  the  ani- 
mal fluids,  //  proves  violeirtly  emetic  ; 
if  fo  managed  as  to  be  more  flowly 
afted  on,  cathartic ;  'Snd  in  either 
cafe,  if  the  dofe  be  extremely  fmall, 
diaphoretic.  Thus,  though  vege- 
table acids  extraft  fo  little  from 
this  metal,  that  the  remainder  feems 
to  have  loft  nothing  of  its  weight, 
the  tinctures  prove,  in  no  large  do- 
fes,  Jlrongly  emetic,  and  in  fmaller 
ones  powerfully  diaphoretic.  The 
regulus  has  been  call  into  the  form 
of  pills,  which  a£led  as  vii'iiknt  en- 
thartics,  though  without  fuffering 
any  fenfible  diminution  of  weight 
in  their  paflage  through  the  body  ; 
and  this  repeatedly,  for  a  great 
/lumber  of  times. 

This  metal,  divefted  of  the-  in- 
flammable principle  which  it  has 
in  common  with  other  metallic  bo- 
dies that  are  reduced  to  a  calx, 
becomes  indifl()luble  and  inaftive. 
The  cal^  neverthelefs,  urged  with 
a  ftrong  fire,  melts  into  a  glafs,  as 
eafy  of  folution,  and  as  virulent  in 
operation,  as  the  regulus  itfclf. 
The  glafs,  thoroughly  mingled 
with  fuch  fubftanceS  as  present  its 
folubility,  as  wax,  refins,  and  the 
lik€,  is  again  rendered  mild. 

Vegetable  acids,  as  already  ob- 


ferved,  diflblve  ()ut  an  extremely 
minute  portion  of  tliis  metal.  The 
folution  neverthelefs  proves  power- 
fully emetic  and  cathartic.  The  ni- 
trous and  vitriolic  acids  only  cor- 
rode it  into  a  powder,  to  which 
they  adhere  fo  flightly  as  to  be  fe- 
parable  in  good  meafure  by  water, 
and  totally  by  fire,  leaving  the  re- 
gulus in  form  of  a  calx  fimilar  to 
that  prepared  by  fire  alone.  The 
muriatic  acid  has  a  very  different 
efFeft.  This  reduces  the  regulus 
into  a  violent  corrofive,  and  though 
it  difficultly  unites  with,  yet  very 
clofely  adheres  to  it,  infomuch  as 
not  to  be  fepat;able  by  any  ablu- 
tion, nor  by  fire,  the  regulus  arifing 
along  with  it.  The  nitrous  or  vi- 
triolic acids  expel  the  marine,  and 
thus  reduce  the  corrofive  into  a 
calx  fimilar  to  the  foregoing. 

Sulphur  remarkably  abates  the 
power  of  this  metal :  and  hence 
crude  antimony  (in  which  the  re- 
gulus appears  to  be  combined  with 
from  one  fourth  to  one  half  its 
weight  of  fulphur)  proves  altoge- 
ther mild.  If  a  part  of  the  fulphur 
be  taken  away,  by  fuch  operation* 
as  do  not  deftroy  or  calcine  the  me- 
tal, the  remaining  mafs  becomes 
proportjonably  more  aftive. 

The  fulphur  of  antimony  may 
be  expelled  by  deflagration  with 
nitre.  The  larger  the  quantity  of 
nitre,  to  a  certain  poiiit,  the  more 
of  the  fulphur  will  be  diflipated, 
and  the  preparation  will  be  the 
more  aftive.  If  the  quantity  of 
nitre  be  more  than  fufficient  to 
confunie  the  fulphur,  the  reft  of  it, 
deflaoratins'  with  the  inflammable 
principle  of  the  regulus  Jtfeli,  ren- 
ders it  again  mild. 

The  fulphur  of  antimony  is  like- 
wife  abforbed,  in  fuiion,  by  certain 
metals,  and  by  alkaline  falts.  Thefe 
laft,  when  united  with  fulphur, 
prove  a  menftruum  for  all  the  me- 
tals (zinc  excepted),  and  hence,  if 
the  fufion  be  long  continued^  the 
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rcgulus  is  taken  up,  and  rendered 
foluble  in  water. 
PULVIS  ANTIMONIALIS. 

Loud,  V 

ANTIMONIUM  CALCAREO- 
PHOSPHORATUW. 
Editth. 

jitttimonial  fxyMder, 
Land,  and  Edinb. 

Takdof 

Antimony,  coarfely  powdered  ; 
Hartfliorn  fliavings  (or  thofe  of 
bone  or  ivory,  Edinb.)-^oi 
each  two  founds. 

Mix,  and  put  them  into  a  broad 
iron  pot,  heated  to  a  white  (red, 
Edinb.)  heat,  conftantly  ftirring, 
till  the  mafs  acquires  a  greyilh 
colour.  Powder  it  when  cold, 
and  put  it  into  a  coated  cruci* 
ble.  Lute  to  it  another  cruci- 
ble, with  a  fmall  hole  in  the 
bottom,  inverted ;  raife  the  fire 
by  degrees  again  to  a  white  heat, 
and  keep  it  fo  for  two  hours. 
When  cold,  reduce  it  to  a  very 
fine  powder. 

In  this  preparation  the  calx  ,  of 
antimony  is  united  with  that  part 
of  the  hartfliorn,  bone,  or  ivory 
fliavings,  which  cannot  be  deftroy- 
ed  by  fire,  its  abforbent  earth. 

This  may  be  confidered  as  a  very 
good  fubftitute  for  James's  powdery 
which,  though,  appears  both  milder 
and  more  uniform  in  its  operation. 
For  James's  powder  may  be  given 
fometimes  in  as  large  adofeas  fix- 
tcen  grains;  yet  few  praftitioners 
will  prefcribe  more  than  fix  grains 
the  ant imonial  powder  for  a  dofe. 

"  May  not,"  fays  the  tranflator 
of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia, 
"  different  quantities  of  fnlpliur  in 
"  cjual  weights  of  the  crude  mineral^ 
*'  employed  in  making  the  pulvis 
"  avtimonialis,  vary  its  power  as  a 
"  medicine  r" 

This  powder,  properly  prepared, 
is  of  a  white  coiour.  It  is  a  mild 
antimonial  preparation,  and  may 
be  -ri-fitn  as  an  alterant  from  three 
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to  fix  grains  for  a  dofe.    It  fome- 
times,  however,   vomits   in  this 
quantity  ;  in  larger,  it  proves  eme- 
tic, and  operates  by  the  intcftines. 
Crocus  antimonii  mkdici- 

NALIS. 

Medicinal  crocus  of  antimonj. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  eight  parts ; 
Nitre,  one  part. 

Mix,  and  throw  them,  by  little  at  a 
timej,  into  a.  red-hot  crucible: 
when  the  deflagration  ceafcs, 
take  the  crucible  out  of  the  fire, 
and  reduce  the  matter  into  pow- 
der. 

This  preparation  is  fufficiently 
mild,  though  confiderably  mora 
aftive  than  the  crude  mineral; 
eighteen  or  twenty  grains  will  in 
fome  conftitutions  operate,  though 
very  gently,  both  upwards  and 
downwards.  It  appears  to  be  near- 
ly fimilar  to  the  medicinal  regulus 
hereafter  defcribed. 

In  this  and  the  following  pro- 
cefles  with  nitre,  the  operator  muft 
obferve  to  throw  into  the  crucible 
only  a  little  .of  the  matter  at  a  time, 
and  to  wait  till  the  deflagration  of 
one  parcel  is  over  before  another 
is  added  ;  for  if  much  were  put  in 
at  once,  the  deflagration  would  be 
fo  violent,  that  great  part  of  the 
matter  would  be  thrown  over  the 
crucible.  The  powder  is  moft 
conveniently  introduced  by  means 
of  a  ^mall  iron  ladle.  Care  muft 
be  taken  not  to  bring  back  with 
the  ladle  any  fpark  of  coal,  which 
wpuld  fet  fire  to  the  reft  of  the 
mixture. 

Crocus  antimonii  mitior. 
The  nnlder  crocus  of  antimony. 
Take  of 

Antimony,  twq  parts; 
Nitre,  one  part. 
Mix  them  together,  and  throw  the 
powder  by  degrees  into  a  red-hot 
crucible.  As  foon  as  the  defla- 
gration ceafes,  remove  the  mat- 
ter from  the  fire  (without  lutfcr- 
K  k^ 
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ing  it  to  melt)  and  reduce  it  into 
powder. 

This  preparation  is  called  mitior, 
not  in  regard  to  the  crocus  above 
defcribed,  but  to  that  which  fol- 
lows.   It  afts  much  more  power- 
fully than  the  foregoing;  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  nitre  occafioning  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  fulphur  of 
the  antimony  to  be  diffipated.  The 
London  committee  received  it  in 
their  firlt  draught,  with  the  charac- 
ter of  an  antimonial  of  mild  opera- 
tion, which  had  proved  a  fnccefs- 
ful  medicine  in  numerous  inftances, 
■without  any  one  example  of  its 
being  unfafe.     Some  trials,  how- 
ever, afterwards  reported  to  them, 
where  the  operation  of  this  and  the 
following  crocus  were  compared, 
induced  them  to  lay  this  prepara- 
tion afide.    \|t  appears  to  differ 
from  the  other  only  in  being- lefs 
violent.  ■  '    ' '  'i 

CROCUS  ANTIMONIT. 
Crocus  of  antimony,  '  commonly  called 
Crocus  mefallorum,  and  by  foreign 
writers,  Hepar  ajitimonii^  or  Liver 
of  antimony. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Sea  fait,  one  ounce; 
Antimony,  powdered, 
Nitre,  powdered,  —  of  each,  one 
pound. 

Mix  and  injeft  them  by  degrees  in- 
to a  crucible  heated  to  a -white 
heat,'  and  raife  the  heat  until  the 
mixture  melts.  Pour  it  out,  and 
when  cold,  feparate  the  fcorice. 
Edinb. 

The  mixture  of  antimony  and  ni- 
tre, made  as  above,  is  to  be  in- 
jefted  into  a  red-hot  crucible. 
When  the  detonation  is  over,  fe- 
parate the  reddifli  metallic  mat- 
ter from  the  whitifh  cruft,  pow- 
der and  edulcorate  it  by  repeat- 
ed vvafliings  with  hot  water,  un- 
til it  becomes  infipid. 
Here  the  anrimdnial  fulphur  is 

almoft  totally  go-n fumed,  and  the 


metallic  part  left  diverted  of  its 
correftor.      Thefe  preparations, 
given  from  two  to  fix  gr.^ins,  acl  as 
violent  emetics.,  greatly  difordering 
the  conrtitution.    But  here  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  operation  of 
antimony,  whofe  reguline  part  is 
not  joined  with  an  acid,  muft  be  li- 
able to  variations,  according  to  the 
quantity  and  condition  of  the  acid 
in  the  ftomach.    Their  principal 
ufe  is  in  maniacal  cafes ;  as  the  bafis 
of  fome  other  preparations  ;  and  a- 
mong  the  farriers,  who  frequently 
give  to  horfes  an  ounce  or  two  a 
day,  divided  into  different  dofes,  as 
an  alterative.    In  thefe  and  other 
quadrupeds,    this   medicine  afts 
chiefly  as  a  diaphoretic. 

The  chemifts  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  make  the  crocus  with  a 
lefs  proportion  of  nitre  than  dire£t. 
ed  above  ;  and  without  any  further 
melting,  than  what  enfues  from  the 
heat  that  the  matter  acquires  by  de- 
flagration, which,  when  the  quani 
fity  is  large,  is  very  conCderable. 
A  little  common  fait  is  added  to 
promote  the  fufion.  The  mixture 
is  put  by  degrees  into  an  iron  pot, 
or  mortar,  ibmewhat  heated,  and 
placed  under  a  chimney.  Whrn 
the  firif  ladle-full  is  in,  a  piece  of 
lighted  charcoal  is  thrown  to  it, 
which  fets  the  matter  on  fire.  The 
reft  of  the  mixture  is  then  added 
by  little  and  little:  the  ueflagration 
is  foon  over,  and  the  whole  appears 
in  perfeft  fufion.  When  cold,  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fcoriae  are 
found  upon  the  furface ;  which 
fcorias  are  eafily  knocked  off  with 
a  hammer. '  The  acid  of  the  fea  fait 
added  to  the  procel^  of  the  London 
Pharmacopoeia  confiderably  pro- 
motes the  fufion  ;  and  its  acid,  it  is 
faid,  may  very  much  increafe  the 
aftivityof  the  crocus  as  a  medicine, 
CROCUS  ANTIiVION'II 

LOTUS. 
JVaJhed  crocus  of  antimony. 
Reduce  the  crogus  into  a  very  fub- 
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tile  powder,  and  boil  it  in  water, 
Then,  throwing  away  this  water, 
wafli  the  powder  feveral  times  in 
frclh  warm  water,  viiitil  it  be- 
comes perfeflly  infipid. 
This  procefs  is  defigned  chiefly 
to  fit  the  crocus  for  the  preparation 
of  tartariied  antimony,  and  of  the 
antimifnial  emetic  wine.     If  the 
crocus  were  empleyed  for  thofe 
purpofes  without  wafhing,  the  al- 
kaline fait,  with  which  it  is  in  fome 
degree  impregnated  from  the  defla- 
gration of  the  nitre,  would  in  part 
^  fatiate  the  acids  of  the  tartar  and 
of  the  wine;  and  thus,  impeding 
their  action  on  the  metallic  part  of 
the  antimony,  render   the  medi- 
cines very  precarious  in  ftrength. 
That  uncertainties  of  this  kind 
may  be  the  more  efFeftually  guard- 
ed againfl,  the  glafs,  or  rather  the 
pure  regulus  of  antimony,  is  by 
ibme  preferred  to  the.  crocus,  both 
for  the  emetic   tartar  and  wine. 
The  Edinburgh  college,  as  appears 
in  the  foregoing  procefs,  does  not 
allow  the  crocus  to  be  kept  in  its 
unwafiied  flate;  making  the  ablu- 
tion a  part  of  the  preparation  of  it. 
Emeticum  mite  antimonii. 
A  mild  antimonial  emet.ic. 
Take  of 

Antimony,  one  part; 
Nitre,  two  parts. 
Grind  them  together,  and  throw 
them  by  little  and  little  into  a 
red-hot  crucible.    When  the  de- 
flagrarion  is  over,  tiie  remaining 
matter,  which  proves  white,  is 
to  be  waflied  for  life. 
Tiie  quantity  of  nitre  is  here  fo 
large,  as  to  confume  not  only  the 
fulphur  of  the  antimony,  but  like- 
wife  great  part  of  the  inflammable 
principle  of  the  regulus.  Boer- 
HAAVE,  from  whom  this  prepara- 
tion is  taken,  informs  us,  that  it  is 
fo  mild,  as  often  to  occafion  only 
fome  light  naufea  and  gentle  vo- 
miting, with  a  large  dilcharge  of 


faliva,  and  thick  urine.    Its  efFefts 
feem  to  be  nearly  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  the  regulus  mediciitalis  and 
crocus  medlc  'tnnlis. 
ANTIMONIUM  CALCINA- 
TUM ; 
formet  ly 
CALX  ANTIMONII. 
Calcined  antimony, 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Antimony,     powdered,  eight 

ounces  ; 
Nitre,  powdered,  two  pounds. 
Mix  them,  and  let  them  be  gradu- 
ally   injedled  into  a  crucible,' 
heated  to  a  white  heat ;  burn  the 
white  matter  about  half  an  hour ; 
and  when  cold,  powder  it,  and 
wadi  it  with  diftilled  water. 
ANTIMONIUM  USTUM 
cum  NITRO; 
vulgo 

CALX  ANTIMONII  NITRA- 
TA. 

Antimony  calcined  with  nitre, 
Edinh. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  calcined  as  for  mak- 
ing the  glafs. 
Nitre, — of  each,  equal  parts. 
Mix  them  together,  and  put  them 
into  a  crucible  ;  keep  it  in  a  red 
heat  for  an   hour;  afterwards 
take  it  out  of  the  crucible,  pow- 
der it,  and  wafli  it  often  in  hot 
water  till  it  becomes  infipid. 
The    aiitimonium  calciiiatum, 
when  freed  by  wafliing  from  the 
faline  matter,  is  extremely  mild,  if 
not  altogether  anaftive.  Hoff- 
man, Le.mery,  and  others,  aflure 
us,  that  they  have  never  experienc- 
ed from  it  any  fuch  etfecfts  as  its 
ufual  title  imports.  Boerhaave 
declares,  that  it  is  a  mere  metallic 
earth,  entirely  deffitute  of  all  me- 
dicinal virtue.    The  common  dofe 
is  from  five  grains  to  a  fcruple,  or 
half  a  dram  ;  though  WiisoN  re- 
lates, that  he  has  known  it  given 
Kk4 
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by  half  ounces,  and  repeated  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  for  feveral 
days  together. 

Some  report,  that  this  calx,  by 
being  kept  for  a  length  of  time,  con- 
trada  an  emetic  quality.  Whence 
it  has  been  concluded,  that  the 
powers  of  the  reguline  part  are  not 
entirely  deftroyed  ;  that  the  prepa- 
ration has  the  virtues  of  other  an- 
tjmonials  which  are  given  as  alte- 
ratives, that  is,  in  fuch  fmall  dofes 
as  not  to  ftimulate  the  prImiE  vias  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  calcined  anti- 
mony, as  it  is  certainly  among  the 
mildeft  preparations  of  that  mine- 
ral, may  be  ufed  for  children,  and 
fuch  delicate  conllitutions  where 
the  llomach  and  inteflines  are  eafi- 
ly  afFefted.  The  obfervation,  how- 
ever, from  which  thefe  conclufions 
are  drawn,  does  not  appear  to  be 
well  founded.    Ludovici  relates, 
that  after  keeping  the  powder  for 
four  years,  it  proved  as  mjld  as  at 
firft :  and  the  Stralburgh  Pharma- 
copoeia, with  good  reafon,  fufpeits, 
that  where  the  calx  has  proved  e- 
metic,  it  had  either  been  given  in 
fuch  cafes,  as  would  of  themfelves 
liave  been  attended  with  this  fymp- 
tom  (for  the   great  alexipharmic 
virtues,  attributed  to  it,  have  oc- 
cafioned  it  to  be  exhibited  even  in 
the  more  dangerous  malignant  fe- 
vers, and  other  diforders,  which  aie 
frequently  accompanied  with  vomit- 
ing), or  that  it  had  not  been  futfi- 
ciently  calcinrd,  or  perfedlly  freed 
from  fuch  part  of  the  regulus  as 
might  remain  uncalcined.  Theun- 
calcined  part  being  grofler  than  the 
true  calx,  the  feparation  is  etfefted 
by  waldiing  over  with  water,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  already  direfted 
for  feparating  earthy  powders  from 
their  grofler  parts. 

I:  has  been  obferved,  that  when 
calcined  antimony  is  prepared  with 
nitre  abounding  with  fea  fait,  of 
which  all  the  common  nitre  con- 


tains fome  portion,  the  medicine 
has  proved  violently  emellc.  TIjis 
effea  is  not  owing  to  any  particu- 
lar quality  of  the  fea  fait,  but  to  its 
quantity,  by  which  the  proportion 
of  the  nitre  to  the  antimony  is  ren- 
dered Icfs. 

The  nitrum Jlib'intum  is  produced  ■ 
by  the  deflagration  of  the  fulphur' 
of  the  antimony  with  the  nitre,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  Jal polyclirfjl^  • 
from  which  it  differs  no  otherwife 
than  in  retaining  fome  portion  pf-\ 
the  antimonial  calx. 

In  the  remark  upon  calcined  an- 
timony, in  the  London  Piiarmaco- 
pceia,  it  is  there  faid,  "That  it  is' 
"  indeed  one  of  the  mildeft  anti- 
"  monials :  but  if  it  be  true,  that  it 
"  proves  emetic  after  long  expo- 
"  fure  to  theair;  and  that  by  means 
"  of  the  black  flux  a  regulus  may 
"  be  obtained  from  it,  fome  ef- 
"  feft  may  be  prefumed."  The 
tranflator, Dr.  Healde, hopes  to  be 
excufed,  if  he  fays,  that  he  prepar- 
ed the  calx  lota  himfelf,  in  the  year 
174.1  ;  that  he  has  ever  fince  ufed 
it,  a  fpacc  of  above  forty  years,  of- 
ten defignedly  to  excite  naufea  — 
and  continues  deceived,  if,  when 
genuine,  it  is  an  inefficacious  rredi- 
cine.  It  is  generally  given  in  fmall 
dofes,  from  ten  grains  to  a  fcrupie, 
to  promote  a  diaphorells. 

The  fecond  preparation,  or  the 
antimonium  uflum  cum  nitro,  is 
certainly  a  medicine  of  much  more 
aftivity  than  the  former;  and  in- 
ftead  of  being  one  of  the  mildeft  of 
the  antimonials,  it  often  operates 
with  great  violence,  when  given  in 
dofes  of  a  few  grains  only.  This  is 
fuppofed  to  be  nearly  the  fame 
with  Dr.  James's  fever  powder 
(though  fnme  difference  is  allo'wed), 
notwithflanding  their  efTefls  have, 
from  obfervation,  been  proved 
nearly,  the  fame. 

Some  praftitioncrs  have  given 
the  preference  to  the  ufe  of  this 
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preparation  to  that  of  the  antitmni- 
um  tai-taiifatum,  when  long  conti- 
nued  naiiiea   was   required,  and 
purging  intended.    But  like  every 
other     antimonial  preparation, 
where  the  reguiine   part  is  only 
■rendered  aftive  by  the  acid  in  the 
■ftomach,  the  antimonium  iillum  is 
in  all  caHes  of  uncertain  operation, 
.fometimes  proving  perfeftly  inert, 
.and  at  other  times  very  violent  in 
it5  ettefts.    Its  dbfe  is  generally 
■fronn  ten  to  twelve  grains;  and  this 
is  often  given  ail  at  once  (an  in- 
.TOnvenience  not  attending  tartarif- 
:ed  antimony)  ;  the  quantity  and  ef- 
•fedls  of  which  we  can  generally 
.meafure  with  furprifing  minute- 
rnefs. 

CeRUSSA  ANTIMONir. 

Cerufs  of  antimo  :y. 

'Take  of 

Regulus  of  antimony,  one  part ; 
Nitre,  three  parts. 
IDeflagrate  them  together,  as  in  the 
foregoing  procels. 
The  refults  of  both  procefles  ap- 
:pear  to  be  altogether  the  fame.  It 
;is  not  neceflary  to  ufe  fo  much 
nitre  here,  as  when  antimony  itfclf 
is  employed  ;  for  the  fuiphur  which 
the  crude  mineral  contains,  and 
which  requires  for  its  dillipalion 
nearly  an  equal  weight  of  nitre  to 
•the  antiiTiony,  is  here  already  fepa- 
•ratcd.    Two  parts  of  nitre  to  one 
rof  the  regulus  are  fufficient.    It  is 
better,  however,  to  have  an  ovtr 
proportion  of  nitre  than  an  under 
one,  left  fome  parts  of  the  regulus 
ftiould  efcape  being  fufiiciently  cal- 
cined. 

It  mny  be  proper  to  o'jferve,  that 
though  crude  antimony  and  the  re- 
gulus yield  the  fame  calces,  yet  the 
fairs  fcpara^ed  in  waQiing  the  calces 
are  very  different.  As  crutfe  an 
timony  coTirains  common  fulpluir, 
the  arid  of  th^-  fuFphur  unites  with 
the  alkaline  bafis  of  the  nitre,  and 
the  refnlt  is  a  neutral  fait.  As  the 
reguiiis  contains  the  phlogiftic  or 
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inflammable  principle,  but  no  fui- 
phur, the  nitre  is  alkalifed,  as  it 
would  be  by  charcoal  or  fimilar  in- 
flammable bodies,  and  is  at  the 
fame  time  rendered  more  acrimo- 
nious than  the  common  alkaline 
falts.  If  only  equal  parts  of  the 
regulus  and  nitre  be  employed,  and 
the  fire  kept  up  ftrong  for  an  hour 
or  more,  the  fait  will  prove  more 
cauftic  than  even  the  potential  cau- 
tery. But  the  caufticity  of  tiie  fait 
will  ftill  be  far  greater,  if,  inftead 
of  the  fimple  regulus  of  antimony, 
the  martial d-egulus  be  ufed. 
REGULUS  ANTIMONII  ME- 
DICINALIS. 
Medicinal  regulus  of  antimony. 
Take  of 

Antimony,  five  ounces ; 
Sea  fair,  four  ounces; 
Prepared  kali,  one  ounce. 
Grind  them  into  powder, and  throw 
the  mixture,  by  little  at  a  time, 
into  a  red-hot  crucible;  occa- 
fionally  breaking,  with  an  iron 
rod,  the  cruft  that  forms  on  the 
furface.    When   the  fufion  is 
completed,  pour  out  the  matter 
into  a  heated  cone,  gently  fliaking 
it  now  and  then,  or  ftriking  it  on 
the  fides,  that  the  regulus  may 
fertile   to   the   bottom.  When 
grown  cold,  beat  off  the  fcorise, 
and  grind  the  regulus  into  a 
powder,  which  is  to  be  kept  in 
a  clofe-ftopt  vial. 
This  medicine  is  nearly  fimilar 
in  quality  to  one  made  with  one- 
eighth  of  nitre,  already  drfcribed  : 
in  both  procefles,  the  antimony  is 
freed  from  a  fmall  portion  of  its 
fuiphur,   which    is   difiipated  in 
flame  by  the  nitre,  and  abforbed 
by  the  alkaline  fait.    This  pre- 
paration is  greatly  celebrated  by 
Hoffman,  and  other  German  phy- 
ficians,  in  fundry  obltinate  chroni- 
cal difordtrs,  and  eftfemed  one  of 
the  bed  antimonials  that  can  be 
given  with  fafety  as  nltiratits.  It 
operates  chiefly  as  a  Jiap/wniic,  and 
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fometimes,  though  rarely,  proves 
emetic.  The  dofe  is  from  three  or 
four  grains  to  twenty. 

This  regulus,  reduced  to  a  fubtile 
powder,  is  the  genuine  febrifuge 
POWDER  of  Craanius  (Pliarm.  Bo- 
ruJfo-Brandenbun: ,  edit.  1734,  page 
107.)  and  has  been  greatly  com- 
mended in  all  kinds  of  fevers,  both 
of  the  intermittent  and  continual 
kind  (Pharm.  Jrgcnt.  iy2^,  page 
352.)  It  is  faid  that  a  dofe  or  two 
has  frequently  removed  thefe  dif- 
ordtrs,  bv  occafioning  eif/ier  a 
falutary  diaphorejti,  or  ailing  mildly 
byjlool  or  vomit.  The  colour  of  the 
levigated  powder  is  a  purplifli 
brown.  The  antimonial  emetic  of 
BoERHAAVE,  already  mentioned, 
which  is  white,  is  nearly  fimilar  to 
it  in  its  medicinal  effefts. 

The  common  fait  feems  to  be  of 
no  further  ufe  in  the  procefs,  than 
as  it  ferves  to  promote  the  fufion  ; 
and  even  tor  this  ii  is  not  neceffary. 
The  medicine  is  fiid  to  be  rather 
more  mile!  and  certain  in  operation, 
if  prepared  without  it. 

IIEGULUS  ANTIMONII. 
Regulus  of  antimony. 
Take  of 

Antimony, 

Nitre, 

Crudetartar,--of  each  equal  parts. 
Grind  them  feparately  into  a  pow- 
der, then  mix,  and  rub  them  all 
together.  Throw  the  powder,  at 
feveral  times,  into  a  red-hot  cru- 
cible, taking  care  to  break  the 
cruft,  which  forms  on  the  fur- 
face,  with  an  iron  rod  :  when 
the  detonation  is  over,  let  a 
ftrone  fire  be  made,  that  the 
matte1-\may  flow  _  like  water; 
tl.en  yolir  it  out  into  a  warm 
areafed  cone,  which  is  to  be 
gently  ftruck  on  the  fides,  that 
the  regulus  may  fcparate  and 
fall  to  the  bottom.  When  grown 
cold,  let  the  regulus  be  tlcared 
from  the  fcorix  that  lie  a-top  of  it. 
In  this  procefs  (^'hicU  is  taken 


from  the  edition  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia,  publifhed  in  the 
year  1744),  an  alkaline  fait  is  pro- 
duced from  tiie  nitre  and  tartar,  in 
fuch  quantity  as  entirely  to  abforb 
the  fulphur  of  the  antimony  :  the 
alkali,  thus  fulphurated,  will  take 
up  more  or  lefs  of  the  reguline 
part,  according  to  its  quantity,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  fufion. 

As  the  ingredients  are  above 
proportioned,  the  yield  of  regulus 
proves  extremely  fmall,  and  if  the 
fufion  be  long  continued,  fcarce 
perceptible  ;  almoft  the  whole  of  it 
being  taken  up  into  the  fcoriaj. 
In  order  to  obtain  the  largeft  quan- 
tity, the  nitre  ought  to  be  dimi- 
niflied  one  half.  It  is  convenient 
to  rub  the  nitre  and  tartar  together, 
and  deflagrate  them  in  an  iron 
ladle  or  pan,  before  their  mixture 
with  the  antimony  ;  for  by  thefe 
means,  the  iofs  of  fome  part  of  the 
antimony,  which  otherwife  happens 
from  the  vehemence  of  the  defla- 
gration, will  be  prevented,  a  fmaller 
crucible  will  ferve,  and  lefs  time 
and  labour  complete  the  procefs. 

The  mixture  of  nitrff  and  tartar 
deflagrated  together,  will  reduce 
any  of  the  antimoniar  calces  (as 
the  diaphoretic  antimony,  cerufs, 
or  antimony  calcined  by  itfelf) 
into  regulus  ;  tiie  oily  matter  of  the 
tartar  fupplying  the  inflammable 
principle,  which  all  calces  require 
for  their  revival  into  a  metallic 
form  ;  and  the  alkaline  fait  pro- 
moting their  fufion.  It  is  the  com- 
mon reducing  flux  of  the  chemifls  ; 
by  whom  it  is  called,  from  its  co- 
lour, the  black  Jinx.  The  largeft 
yield  of  regulus,  hitherto  obtained 
from  antimony,  has  been  got  .  by 
calcining  it  without  addition,  as 
directed  hereafter  for  making  glafs 
of  antimony,  and  reviving  the  calx 
by  fufion,  with  this,  or  fimilar 
compofitions.  INlr. Geoff roy, who 
firfi  communicated  this  method  to 
the  French  academy,  feems  to  look 
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upon  foap  (the  fubftance  he  hap- 
:peiied  to  make  life  of  hiiiifelt)  as 
the  only  one  thnt  will  fucceed ; 
ibiit  the'effefts  of  this  are  not  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  the  foregoing 
:^ux.    Both  coufift  of  a»  alkaline- 
i|jlt,  and  an  inflammabL"  (not  fui- 
qjhnreous)  fubftance,  which  are  the 
.only  materials  here  necefl'ary.  Upon 
:the  whole,  the  mofi  advantageous 
■.procefs  for  obtaining  this  reguliis 
;appears  to  be  the  follou-ing. 
LLet  powderedantimony  be  calcined 
or  roalled  over  a  gentle  fire,  as 
directed  hereafter  for  making  the 
glt'.fs.    Mix  the  calx  with  about 
equal  its  weiicht  of  fome  reducing 
flux,  fuch  as  iht  black  flux  above 
mentioned.    Melt  the  mixture 
in  a  crucible,  with  a  quick  fire, 
and  when  in  thin  fufion  pour  it 
into  a  cone  heated  over  a  fmoaky 
flame.    The  pure  regnliis  will 
-  fall  to  the  bottom,  the  fcorice 

floating  at  the  top. 
5SULPHUR  ANTIMONII  PR^. 
OIPITATUM. 
Land.  Edinh. 
vulgo 

SSULPHDR    AURATUM  ANTIMONII. 
Ed:nh. 

Freoipltated  fidphur  of  antimony. 
Land. 

'.Take  of 

Antijnony  powdered,  two 

pounds ; 
Water  of  pure  kali,  four  pints; 
Diftilied  wa  er,  three  pints. 

}Mix,  and  boil  them  with  a  flow 
fire  for  three  hours,  con- 
ftantly  ftirring,  and  adding  the 
diflilied  water  as  wanted  ;  (train 
the  hot  ley  through  a  double 
linen  cloth;  and  into  the  liquor, 
whilit  y^Hiot,  drop  by  degrees 
as  much  vitriolic  acid  as  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  preoipirate  thefulphur; 
wafli  off  wit'i  warm  water  the 
vitriolated  kali. 

The  fame  procefs  is  given  in  the 
Edinburgh  Fharmacopceia,  except 
ti;at  the  boiling  is  ordered  to  be 


performed  in  an  iron  pot  covered, 
often  iVuiing  with  an  iron  fpatula. 

The  foregoing  preparation-  is 
r.ot  (triftly  fiiiphur.  It  contains  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  the  nu-tal- 
lic  pnrt  of  the  antimony,  which  is 
reducible  from  the.n  by  proper 
fluxes.  The  quantity  of  regulus 
taken  up  will  be  different,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  fire  employed,' 
and  the  length  of  time  that  the 
fufion  is  continued.  It,  therefore, 
muft  needs  be  liable  to  great  varia- 
tion in  point  of  ftrength,  and  in  this 
rsfpei't  it  is  perhaps,  tiie  mofi  pre- 
carious, tjiough  fome  have  aflirmed 
that  it  is  the  moil  certain,  of  the 
anti'Tionial  metlicines. 

The  foregoing  preparation  proves 
emetic  when  taken  on  an  empty 
fiomach,  in  a  dofe  of  four,  five,  or 
fix  grains-;  but  in  the  prefent  prac- 
tice, it  is  fcarce  ever  prefcr  bed  in 
this  intention  ;  being  chiefly  ufed 
as  an  alterative  deobjlruent^  pariieu-. 
lariy  in  cutaneous  diforders.  Its 
emetic  quality  is  eafily  blunted,  by 
making  it  up  into  pills  with  refins 
or  extracts,  and  giving  them  on  a 
full  ftomach.  With  thefe  cautions, 
it  has  been  increafed  to  the  rate  of 
flxteen  grains  a  day,  and  continued 
for  a  confiderable  time,  without 
occafioning  any  difiurbance  up- 
wards or  ^downwards.  As  its 
ftrength  is  precarious,  it  (liould  be 
taken  at  firft  in  very  fmall  dofes, 
and  increifed  by  degrees  according 
to  its  efFe£t. 

A  compofition  of  the  fulphur  an- 
timonii  pra?oipitatum  with  mercurl- 
us  dulcis,  has  been  found  zpozoerful, 
yet  /afe  a  Iter  at  I've  in  cutaneous  dfor^ 
das ;  and  has  completed  a  cure  after 
falivation  had  failed.  In  venereal 
C'T/fi,  11  ke wife,  this  medicine  has  pro- 
duced excellent  effefls.  A  niixtuie 
of  equal  parts  of  the  fulphur  and  ca- 
lomel (well  triturated  together,  and 
made  into  pills  with  extracts,  &c.) 
may  be  taken  from  four  to  eight  or 
ten  grains^  morning  and  night ;  the 
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patient  keeping  moderately  warm, 
and  drinking  after  eacli  dofe  a 
draught  of  adecodion  of  the  woods, 
or  fimilar  liquors.  This  medicine 
generally  promotes  perfpiration, 
fcarce  occafioning  any  tendency  to 
vpmit  or  ,f)urge,  or  afFeding  the 
month. 

KERMES  MINERALIS. 
Kcrmes  f/iineral. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  fixteen  ounces ; 
Any  fixt  alkaline  fait,  four 

ounces ; 
Water,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  together  for  two  hours, 
then  filter  the  warm  liquor.  As 
it  cools,  the  kermes  will  preci- 
pitate.   Pour  off  the  water,  and 
add  to  it  three  ounces  of  frefh 
alkaline  fait,  and  a  pint  more  of 
water:  in  this  liquor  boil  the  re- 
maining antimony  as  before ;  and 
repeat  the  procefs  a  third  time, 
with  the  addition  of  only  two 
ounces  of  alkaline  fait,  and  an- 
other pint  of  water  ;  filtering  the 
liquor  as  at  firft,  and  eollefting 
the  powders  vybich  fubfide  from 
them  in  cooling. 
This  medicine  has  of  late  been 
greatly  efteemed  in  fome  places, 
under  the  names  of  Kermes  mineral, 
ptilvis  Cartliufnnus,  poudre  des  Char- 
ireux,    &c.     It  was  originally  a 
preparation  of  Glauber,  and  for 
fome  time  kept  a  great  fecret ;  till 
at  length  the  French  king  purchafed 
the  preparation  from  M.  de  la  Li- 
gerie,  for  a  confiderable  fum,  and 
communicated  it  to  the  public  in 
the  year  1720.    In  virtue,  it  is  not 
different  from  the  fulphurs  above- 
mentioned.    All  of  them  owe  their 
efKcacy  to  a  part  of  the  regulus  of 
the  antimony,  which  the  alkaline 
fait,  by  the  mediation  of  the  ful- 
phur,  renders  foluble  in  water. 
PANACEA  ANTIMONII. 
Panacea  of  antimony. 
Take  of 
Antimony,  fix  ounces ; 


Nitre,  two  ounces; 
Common  fait,  an  ounce  and  a 
half; 

Charcoal,  an  ounce. 
Reduce  them  into  a  fine  powder, 
and  put  the  mixture  into  a  red- 
hot  crucible,  by  half  a  fpoonful 
at  a  time,  continuing  tiie  fire  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  laft 
injeftion.  Then  either  pour  the 
matter  into  a  cone,  or  let  it  cool 
in  the  crucible,  which  when  cold 
muft  be  broken  to  get  it  out. 
In  the  bottom  will  be  found  a 
quantity  of  regulus;  above  this 
a  compaft  liver-coloured  fub- 
ftance :  and  on  the  top,  a  more 
fpongy  mafs :  this  lafl  is  to  be 
reduced  into  powder,  edulco- 
rated with  water,  and  drifd, 
when  it  appears  of  a  fine  golden 
colour. 

This  preparation  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  bafis  of  Lockyer's 
PILLS,  which  were  formerly  a  cele- 
brated purge.  Ten  grains  of  the 
powder  mixed  with  an  ounce  of 
white  fugar-candy,  and  made  up 
into  a  mafs  with  mucilage  of  gum 
tragacanth,  may  be  divided  into  an 
hundred  fmall  pills;  of  which  one, 
two,  or  three,  taken  at  a  time, 
are  fa  id  to  work  gently  by  ftool 
and  vomit.  The  compaft  liver- 
coloured  fubltance,  which  lies  im- 
mediately above  the  regulus,  ope- 
rates more  churliflily.  This  laft 
appears  to  be  nearly  of  the  fame 
nature  with  tlie  crocus  antimonii,  and 
the  former  with  the  antimonium  cum 
fulplmre. 

ANTIMONIUM  VITRIFICA- 
TUM; 
formerly 
VITRUM  ANTIMONII. 
Vitrified  antimony. 
L»rid, 

Take  of  antimony,  powdered,  foun 
ounces. 

Burn  it  in  a  broad  earthen  vefTel, 
raifing  the  fire  gradually,  and 
ftirring  with  an  iron  rod,  until 
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it  no  longer  emits  any  fmoke. — 
With  this  powder  fill  two-thirds 
of  a  crucible,  and  fit  on  a  cover; 
let  the  heat  at  firft  be  moderate, 
and  afterwards-  ftronger,  until  it 
melts  into  glafs,  which  may  be 
poured  from  the  crucible. 
■  VITRUIVI  ANTIMONIL 
Glajs  of  ant'unony. 
Edtnh. 

:  Strew  antimony  reduced  to  a  conrfe 
powder  like  fand,  upon  a  flialiow 
earthen  unglazed  ve(rel,and  place 
upon  a  moderate  fire,  that  the 
antimony  may  be  flowiy  heated, 
ftirring  the  powder  conftantly  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  antimony 
may  not  run  into  lumps:  white 
vapors,   fmelling  like  fulphur, 
will  arife  ;  when  thefe,  with  the 
fame  degree  of  fire  become  defi- 
cient, incrcale  the  fire  a  little, 
that  vapors  may  again  exhale, 
and  thus  perfift  till  the  powder 
brought  to  a  red  heat  exhales 
no  more  vapors.    This  powder 
fliould  be  put  into  a  crucible, 
and  melted  with  a  very  ftrong 
fire,  until  it  puts  on  the  appear- 
ance of  liquified  glafs ;  then  let 
it  be  poured  out  upon  a  brafs 
plate,  or  difli,  made  hot. 
The  calcination  of  antimonv,  to 
fit  It  for  making  a  trai: ""parent  glafs, 
fucceeds  verv  flowlv,  imlefs  the 
operator  be  very  wary  and  circum- 
fpect  in  the  management  of  it. 
The  moft  X  convenient  vefiel  is  a 
broad  fljallow  diftj,  or  a  fmooth 
flat  tile,  placed  under  a  chimney. 
The  antimony  fliould  be  the  purer 
fort,  fuch  as  is  ufually  found  at  the 
apex  of  the  cones.    This,  grofsly 
powdered,  is  to  be  evenly  fpread 
over  the  bottom  of  the  pan,  fo  as 
not  to  lie  above  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  thick  on  any  part.    The  fire 
fliould  be  at  firft  no  greater  than  is 
juft  fufticient  to  raife  a  fume  from 
the  antimony,  which  is  to  be  now 
and  then  ftirred  ;  when  the  fumes 
begin  to  decreafc,  iacreafc  the  heat, 


taking  care  not  ,t«  raife  it  fo'  high 
as  to  melt  the  antimony,  or  fun 
the  powder  into  lumpsj  after  feme 
time  the  vedel  may  be  made  red- 
hot,  and  kept  in  this  ftate,  until 
the  matter  will  not,  upon  being 
ftirred,  any  longer  fume.  If  this 
part,  of  the  procefs  be  duly  con- 
duced, the  antimony  wiil  appear 
in  an  uniform  powder,  without  any 
lumps,  and  of  a  grey  colour. 

With  this  powder  fill  two-thirds 
of  a  crucible,  which  is  to  be  co- 
vered with  a  tile,  and  placed  in  a 
wind-furnace.  Gradually  increafe 
the  fire,  till  the  calx  be  in  perfeft 
fufion,  when  it  is  to  be  now  and 
then  examined  by  dipping  a  clean 
iron  wire  into  it.  If  the  matter, 
which  adheres  to  the  end  of  the 
wire,  appear  fmooth  and  equally 
tranfparent,  the  vitrification  is  com- 
pleted, and  the  glafs  may  be  poured 
out  upon  a  hot  fmooth  ftone,  or 
copper-plate,  and  fuffered  to  cool 
by  flow  degrees,  to  prevent  its 
cracking  and  flying  in  pieces.  It 
is  of  a  tranfparent  yellowilli  red'  co- 
lour. 

The  glafs  of  antimony  ufually 
met  with  in  the  fliops,  is  faid  to 
be  prepared  with  certain  additions  : 
which  may  perhaps  render  it  riot 
fo  fit  for  the  purpofes  here  defign- 
ed.  By  the  method  above  directed, 
it  may  be  eafily  made,  in  the  re- 
qiiifite  perfeftion,  without  any  ad- 
dition. 

As  antimony  may  be  rendered 
nearly  or  altogether  inactive  by  cal- 
cination, it  might  be  expected  that 
the  calx  and  glafs  of  the  prefent 
procefs  would  be  likewife  inert. 
But  here  the  calcination  is  far  lefs 
perfeft  than  in  the  other  cafe,  where 
the  inflammable  principle  of  the 
regulus  is  totally  burnt  out  by  de- 
flagration with  nitre;  there  the  calx- 
is  of  .pcrfefl  whitenefs,  and  a  glafs 
made  from  that  calx  (with  the  ad- 
dition of  any  faline  flux,  for  of  it- 
felf  it  wiil  not  vitrify)  has  little 
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colour  r  but  here  fo  much  of  the 
inflammable  principle  is  left,  that 
the  calx  is  grey,  and  thp  glafs  of  a 
high  colour.  The  calcined  anti- 
mony is  faid  by  Boerhaave  to  be 
violentiv  emetic.  Experience  has 
ihown  that  the  jrlafs  is  (o,  infomuch 
as  to  be  imfate  for  internal  ufe. 
It  is  employed  chiefly,  in  the  pre- 
fent  practice,  as  being  fubfervient 
to  fome  other  preparations,  parti- 
cularly the  emetic  tartar  and  anti- 
monial  wine  ;  and  in  combination 
with  wax,  and  fome  other  fiib- 
ftances,  by  which  its  power  is  ob- 
tnnded. 

VITRUM  ANTIMONII  CE- 
RATUM. 
Cei  ated  glafs  of  antimony. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  a  dram  ; 
Glafs  of  antimony,  reduced  into 
powder,  an  ounce. 

Melt  the  wax  in  an  iron  veflel,  and 
throw  into  it  the  powdered  glafs ; 
keep  the  mixture  over  a  gentle 
fire  for  half  an  hour,  continually 
ftirring  it ;  then  pour  it  out  upon 
a  paper,  and  when  cold  grind  it 
into  powder. 

The  glafs  melts  in  the  wax,  with 
a  very  foft  heat.  After  it  has  been 
about  twenty  minutes  on  the  fire, 
it  begins  to  change  its  colour,  and 
jn  ten  more  comes  near  to  that  of 
Scotch  fnufF,  which  is  a  mark  of 
its  being  fufliciently  prepared.  The 
quantity  here  fet  down  lofes  about 
one  dram  of  its  weight  in  the  pro- 
cefs. 

This  medicine  has  for  fome  time 
been  greatly  elleemed  in  dyfeuteries : 
feveral  inftances  of  its  good  effcfts, 
in  thefe  cafes,  may  be  feen  in  the 
fifth  volume  of '  the  Edinburgh 
Eflavs,  from  which  the  above  re- 
marks on  the  preparation  are  taken. 
The  dofe  is  from  two  or  three 
grains  to  twenty,  according  to  the 
age  and  ftrength  of  the  patient.  In 
its  operation,  it  makes  fome  perfons 


fick  and  vomit;  it  purges  almoft 
every  one ;  though  it  has  fometimes 
effefted  a  cure,  without  occafioning 
any  evacuation  or  ficknefs. 

Mr.GEOFFRov  gives  two  Angular 
preparations  of  glafs  of  antimony, 
which  feem  to  have  fome  affinity 
with  this.  One  is  made  by  digefl- 
ing  the  glafs,  mod  fubtilely  levi- 
gated, with  a  folution  of  maftich 
made  in  fpirit  of  wine,  for  three 
or  four  days,  now  and  then  fliaking 
the  mixture  ;  and  at  laft  evaporating 
the  fpirir,  fo  as  to  leave  the  maftich 
and  glafs  exaftly  mingled.  Giafs 
of.antimony  thus  prepared  is  faid 
not  to  prove  emetic,  but  to  act 
merely  as  a  cathartic^  and  that  not  of 
the  violent  kind.  Apreparation  like 
this  wasfirftpubliflied  bvHartmann, 
under  the  name  oi  chylifla. 

The  other  preparation  is  made 
by  burning  fpirit  of  wine  upon  the 
glafs  three  or  four  times,  the  pow- 
der being  every  time  exquiiitely 
rubbed  upon  a  marble.  The  dofe 
of  this  medicine  is  from  ten  grains 
to  twenty  or  thirty.  It  is  faid  to 
operate  mildly  both  ufnvards  and 
dozvntvards,  and  fometimes  to  fnove 
fudorific. 

ANTIMONIUIM  MURIATUM. 
Land,  and  Edinb. 
formerly 

Causticum  antimoniale  and 

BUTYRUM  ANTIMONII. 

M'triated  antimony. 
Lond.  and  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Crocus  of  antimony  powdered, 
Vitriolic  acid, — each  one  pound  ; 
Dried  fea  fait,  two  pounds. 

Pour  the  vitriolic  acid  into  a  retort, 
adding  bv  degrees  the  fea-lalt  and 
crocus  of  antimo:-./,  prtvioufly 
mixed;  then  difl.il  in  a  fand  bath. 
Let  the  diflilled  mat  er  be  expofcd 
to  the  air  for  federal  days,  and 
pour  the  liquid  from  the  dregs. 
In  the  forn  er  edition   of  the 

Edinburgh  Difpenf itory  the  buty- 

rum  antimottiiy  as  this  preparation 
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was  called,  was  made  by  adding 
one  part  of  crude  antimony  to  two 
parts  of  muriated  quickfilver, 
which  after  being  thoroughly  mixed 
was  diftilled  from  a  retort ;  in 
which  procels  an  oily  liquor  af- 
cended  and  congealed  in  the  neck 
of  the  retort,  appearing  like  ice : 
this  was  melted  down  by  a  live  coal" 
cautioully  applied,  and  this  oily 
matter  was  rectified  in  a  glafs  re- 
tort into  a  pellucid  liquor.  How- 
ever, now  the  college  has  adopted 
the  fame  method  as  that  of  London, 
which  is  conGdered  not  only  as  a 
lefs  dangerous  procefs,  but  alfo  pre- 
ferable to  any  other. 

The  muriated  antimony  appears 
to  be  a  folution  of  the  metallic 
part  of  the  crocus  in  the  marine 
acid.  Jf  regulus  of  antimony  were 
added  in  the  diftillation  of  fpirit  of 
fea  fait  without  water,  a  like  folu- 
tion would  be  made. 

When  the  congealed  matter  that 
rifes  into  the  neck  of  the  retort  is 
liquefied  by  the  moifture  of  the 
air,  it  proves  lefs  corrofive  than 
when  melted  down  and  reftified 
by  heat ;  though  it  feems,  in  either 
cafe,  to  be  fufficiently  llrong  for 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  intend- 
ed, as  the  confuming  of  fnn^oui Jl'Jly^ 
and  the  callous  lips  of  ukers.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  though  this  faline 
concrete  readily  and  almoft  entire- 
ly diflblves  by  the  humidity  of  the 
air,  Qjil^  a  fmall  quantity  of  white 
powder  ftrparating,  it  neverthelefs 
will  not  ditTolve  on  putting  water 
to  it  dire(ftly.  Even  when  previ- 
oufly  liquefied  by  the  air,  the  addi- 
tion of  I  water  will  precipitate  the 
folution. 

And  accordingly,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  water  is  formed,  that  once 
celebrated  powder  named  Mcrcu- 
rius  F'ua,  or  j^lgeroih's  Powder, 
which  has  not  now  any  place  in 
either  of  the  Pharmacopoeias, " 

MEaCt/RlUS    VlTiE,   feu  rt'LVIS 

Algerothi. 


Mercury  of  life,  or  Jlgerot/js  poivtler. 
Take  of 

Kedhfied  butter  of  aniimony,  as 
much  as  you  pleafe. 
Pour  to  it  a  fuflicient  quantity  of 
fpring  water,  and  an  exceeding 
white  powder  will  be  precipitat- 
ed. Edulcorate  this  by  repeated 
affufions  of  warm  water,  and  dry 
it  by  a  flow  fire. 

This  powder  has  not,  as  its  name 
fliould  feem  to  imply,  any  thing  of 
mercury  in  it,  but  is  folely  com- 
pofc'd  of  the  reguline  part  of  the 
antimony,  corroded  by  the  acid 
fpirit  of  fea  fait ;  which  acid  is 
fo  clofely  united,  as  not  to  be  fe- 
parated  by  any  ablution  with  wa- 
ter. Le  Mort  dire£ts  fome  alka- 
line fait  to  be  dilFolved  in  the  wa- 
ter, in  order  to  obtund  the  acid. 
Several  other  methods  alfo  have 
been  comrived  for  correfting  and 
abating  the  force  of  this  violent 
emetic;  but  they  either  leave  it 
flill  virulent,  or  render  it  inert.  It 
has  therefore  for  a  long  time  been 
laid  afide  by  prailitioners ;  and  the 
Edinburgh  college,  who  retained  it 
in  a  pi;-eceding  edition,  have  at  a 
late  revifal  of  ■  their  Pharmacopoeia 
expunged  it. 

ARSENICUM  ANTIMONIA- 
I'UM. 
Antimoniated  arfenic, 
vel 

CAUSTICUM  ARSENICALE, 
Arfcnkal  cauflic. 

Take  of 

Powdered  antimony,  two  ounces; 

Arfenic,  one  ounce. 
Let  thefe  he  fluxed  together  till 

they  are  perfeftly  united,  and 

afterwards  reduced  to  powder. 
This  is  a  moff  ufeful  compofition, 
well  calculated  fjr  the  reduction 
of  excrefcences,  or  for  the  removal 
of  parts  in  ill  conditioned  ulcers, 
which  feem  to  obflruft  their  heal- 
ing; it  was  a  favourite  aiiplication 
of  the  late  Mr.  Jus  i  a.mond's,  in 
his  treatment  of  cancers  j  and  may 
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be  reduced  to  any  degree  of  mild- 
nefs,  by  the  addition  of  powdered 
opium,  which  alFifts  in  reducini; 
the  violence  of  the  pain. 

BlCZOARDiCU  M  MINERALE. 
Bezoar  mineral. 
Take  any  quantity  of  muriated  an- 
timony, newly  reiSlified,  and  gra. 
dually  drop  into  it  iiitrous  acid, 
till  the  effervefcence  ceafes. — 
Draw  off  the  fpirit  in  a  glafs 
veffel,  placed  in  a  fand-heat,  till 
a  dry  powder  remains  behind. 
Atid  to  this  a  little  frefli  nitrous 
acid,  and  again  exficcate  it.  Re- 
peat this  a  third  time :  then 
commit  the  powder  in  a  crucible 
to  a  naked  fire,  till  it  has  re- 
ceived an  almoft  white  heat,  and 
detain  it  in  this  ftate  for  half  an 
hour. 

This  preparation  may  be  eafier 
made,  and  wiih  greater  fafety  to 
the  operator,  by  dropping  the  but- 
ter of  antimony  into  three  or  four 
times  its  weight  of  nitrous  acid, 
and  diftilling  the  mixture  in  a  -re- 
tort, until  a  dry  white  mafs  is  left 
behind,  which  is  afterwards  to  be 
calcined,  as  a'jove  direfled.  It 
may  likewife  be  made  by  diftilUng 
nitrous  acid  from  the  mercurius 
vitje,  and  calcining  the  remainder; 
:  yr  by  deflagrating  the  mercurius 
\vita}  with  thrice  its  weight  of  pure 
ijjtre.  This  laft  method,  propofed 
by  Wedelis,  is  followed  by  the 
Auguftan  college. 

Bezoar  mineral  was  formerly 
held  in  great  cfteem  as  a  dia-phorc- 
tk  ;  but  its  reputation  is  at  prefent 
almoft  loft,  it  is  not  different  in 
medical  virtne,  or  in  any  fenfible 
quality,  from  the  calces  of  anfimo- 
ijy  made  direilly  by  deflagration 
with  nitre,  f  jme  of  which  have  ge- 
nerally fupplied  its  place  in  the 
fliops.  It  appears  at  firft  extraor- 
dinary, that  the  violent  cauftic, 
muriated  antimony,  fliould  be  ren- 
dered indolent  by  the  corrofive  fpi- 
rit of  nitre.  How  this  happens  will 


be  cafily  underftood,  upon  confi- 
dering  that  the  nitrous  acid  expels 
the  marine  (to  which  the  cauftic 
quality  is  owing),  and  is  itfelf 
expelled  from  moft  metallic  fub- 
ftances  by  fire. 

ANTIMONIUM  TARTARISA- 
TUM. 

Lond.  Edinh. 
formerly 
TARTARUM  EMETICUM. 

Tartarifed  antimony. 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Crocus  of  antimony,  powdered, 
one  pound  and  an  half ; 

Cryftals  of  tartar,  two  pounds  ; 

Diftilled  water,  two  gallons. 
Boil  them  in  a  glafs  veffel  about  a 

quarter  of  an  hour:  filter  the 

liquor  through  paper,  and  fet  it 
by  to  cryflaliie. 

Edinh. 

Take  of 

Muriatic  antimony,  any  quan- 
tity, 

Infufe  it  in  hot  water,  in  which 
has  been  diffolvcd,  before-hancf, 
as  much  fixed  alkaline  vegetable 
fait,  well  purified,  as  will  preci- 
pitate all  the  antimony,  which 
being  well  waflied,  fliould  be 
dried  ;  and  boil  nine  drams  of  it 
with  two  ounces  and  an  half 
of  cryftals  of  tartar,  finely 
powdered,  in  five  pounds  of 
water,  till  the  powders  are  dif- 
folvcd ;  ftrain  the  folution,  eva- 
porate to  a  pellicle,  and  fet  it  to 
cryftallize. 

Though  we  have  here  two  very 
different  modes  for  procuring  the 
tartarifed  antimony,  ftill  the  pro- 
duft  is  the  fame,  the  reguline  part 
of  antimony  united  with  the  acid 
of  tartar. 

To  which  mode  the  preference 
ought  to  be  given  is  doubtful,  as 
from  both  a  very  good  compound 
mav  be  formed.  By  fome  the  me- 
thod adopted  by  the  Edinburgh 
college  is  thought  moft  eligible,  for 
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when  it  is  formed  from  the  preci- 
pitate from  the  muriatic  acid,  there 
is  the  ieaft  chance  of  its  being  un- 
certain in  its  operation.  Bergius 
and  others  have  recommended  the 
precipitation  to  be  made  by  water  ; 
but  when  it  is  procured  by  an  al- 
kaline ley,  it  is  more  certainly  freed 
from  tlie  muriatic  acid,  and  will  of 
courfe  be  milder. 

By  employing  the  waflied  cro- 
cus, as  in  the    firft   procefs,  it 
proves  of  a  whiter  colour,  and  like- 
wife  more    certain  in   ftrcngth ; 
though  it  will  ftill  be  fomewhat 
precarious  in  this  laft  refpeft,  if  the 
crylfallifation  be  complied  with : 
for  fome  of  the  tartar,  even  though 
the  operation  be  performed  with  a 
good  deal  of  care,  will  be  apt  to 
llioot  bv  itfelf,  retaining  little  or 
nothing  of  the  antimony.  It  fliould 
feem  therefore  more  eligible,  as 
foon  as  the  folution  has  pafTed  the 
:  filter,  to  proceed  to  the  total  eva- 
poration of  the  liquor,  or  at  leaft  to 
I  evaporate  lower  than  is  ufual  for 
.  cryftallifation,  that  the  whole  may 
;  flioot  at  once  ;  but  in  order  to  fe- 
I  cure  the  uniform  ftrength,  after 
:the  cryftals  are  all  feparated  from 
;the  liquor,  they  ought  to  be  beat 
•-together  in  a  giafs  mortar,  into  a 
I  fine  powder,  which  will  anfwer  the 
.defired  purpofe. 

The  tartarift.d  antimony  is  one 
of  the  beft  of  the  antimonial  emetics^ 
afting  more  powerfully  than  the 
quantity  of  crocus  contained  in  it 
would  do  by  itfelf,  though  it  does 
not  fo  much  rufHe  the  conftitu- 
tion.  And  indeed  antimonials  in 
general,  when  thus  rendered  folu- 
ble  by  vegetable  acids,  are  more 
fafe  and  certain  in  their  effects, 
than  the,  violent  preparations  of 
that  mineral  exhibited  by  them- 
felves;  the  former  never,  varying 
in  their  aftion  from  a  diiFerence  in 
the  food  taken  during  their  ufc,  or 


fimilar  circumflances,  which  occa- 
fioning  more  or  lefs  of  the  others 
to  be  dilTolved,  make  them  operate 
with  different  degrees  of  force. — 
Thus  crude  antimony,  where  acid 
food  has  been  liberally  taken,  has 
fometimes  proved  violently  emetic; 
whilft.  In  other  circumflances,  it 
has  no  fnch  effeft. 

The  dofe  of  tartarifed  antimony, 
when  defigned  to  produce  the  full 
effeft  of  an  emetic,  is  from  four  to 
fix  or  eight  grains.  It  may  likewife 
be  advantageoufly  given  in  fmaller 
dofes,  half  a  grain  for  inftance,  as 
a  diaphoretic  and  alterati've  in  cuta- 
neous diforders  ;  and  added,  in  the 
quantity  of  a  grain,  as  a  ftimulus 
to  ipecacuanha,  &c.  Added  to  pur- 
gative medicines,  in  fmall  dofes,  it 
certainly  affifts  to  their  opera- 
tionj  and  makes  them  aft  more 
quickly. 

Before  we  quit  this  fubjeft,  it 
may  be  neceflary  to  make  one  ob- 
fervation — that  the  aftivity  of  the 
reguline  part  of  antimony  depends 
upon  its  union  with  acids ;  the 
union  being  formed  either  in  the 
ftomach,  with  the  acid  to  be  met 
with  in  that  organ,  or  from,  and 
before  it  is  adminiftered  internally  : 
hence  it  is  why  the  calces  are  fo 
uncertain  in  their  operation,  fome- 
times operating  violently,  at  others, 
not  at  all ;  and  hence  may  it  be  ac- 
counted for  why  they  produce  fuch 
different  effefts,  at  different  times  ; 
very  fmall  dofes  being  much  more 
a£live  at  one  time,  than  dofes 
much  increafed  are  at  another.— 
Hence  it  is  obvious  why  the  pre- 
parations, confifting  of  the  regu- 
line part  of  antimony  already  in 
con)bination  with  an  acid,  are  the 
moft  certain  and  conftnnt  in  their 
operations  ;  and  fuch  is  the  tarta- 
rifed antimony,  whofe  dofes  and 
elfefts  may  be  meafured  with  grcait 
exaftnefs. 
Li 
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Dr.  BLACK'S  Table  of  the 
Preparations  ofAAxiMoNv. 

The  Preparations  of  Antinwny  are 
cbta'ined  either  Jrom  the  crude 
antimony,  or  from  the  pure  me- 
tallic pari  of  it  called  regulus. 

From  crude  antimony. 

I.  By  simple  pulverisation. 

Antimonium  prjeparatum.  Ed. 

et  Land, 

II.  By  the  action  of  heat 

AND  AIR. 

Flores  antiinonii,  fine  addito. 
Vitrum    antimonii.     Ed.  et 

Lojid. 

Vitrum    antimonii  ceratum. 

Ed: 

III.  By  the  action  of  fixed 

alkalies. 

1.  Joined  with  it  by  fufion. 
Hepars  of  antimony. 

Hepar  antim.  mitiflimum,  vulgo 
Regulus  antim.  medicinalis. 

Hepar  for  the  Kermes  mineral 
of  GeofFroy. 

Hepar  for  th^  tin^lura  anti- 
monii. Lend. 

2.  A£ting  upon  it  in  the  form 
of  a  watery  folution. 

Kermes  mineralis. 
Sulphur  antim.  prscipitatum. 
(  Ed.  et  Lon.'f, 

Vulgo  Sulphur  auratum  anti- 
monii. 

IV.  By  malting  or  defla- 
grating it  with  nitre, 
which  produces  either 

CROCI  OR  calces  OF  ANTIM. 

procus  antim.  mitifTimus, 
t/.v/i^o  Kcguliis  antim.  me- 
dicinalis. 
Crocus  antimonii  mitior. 
Crocus  antimonii.  Loud. 


Crocus  antimonii,  vulgo  Cro- 
cus metallorum.  Ed. 
Crocus    antimonii  lotus. 

Land. 

Aiitimon.  emeticum 
mitius.  Boerh. 
Calx  antimonii  nitrata.  Ed, 

V ulgo  James's  powder. 
Calx  antimonii.    Lond.  yulgt 
A,ntim.  diaphoreticum. 

V.  By  the  action  of  acids, 

Antimon.  Vitriolatum. — 

Klaunig. 
Antimon.  catharticum.— 
_  Wilfon. 
Cauflicum  antimoniale,  vulgo 
Butyrum  Antim.  Ed. 
Cauflicum    antimoniale. — 
Lo7id. 

Mercurius  vit£e,  five  pul- 

vis  Algarotti. 
Bezoardicum  minerale. 
Tlorus  antim.  cum  fale 

ammoniaco. 
Tartarus   antimonialis, — 
vidgo  erneticus.  Ed.  et 
Tartarus  erneticus. 

Land. 

Vinum  antiir.oniale.  Ed.  etLond. 
Vinum  e  tartaro  antimoniali.  Ed, 

From  the  regulus. 

This  metal  feparated  from  the  ful-: 
phur  by  diiferent  procefTes,  is 
called  Regulus  autimoiiii  Jlmplcx^ 
Regulus  aiitimonii  inartiali'.  Re- 

.  gulusjo-'ialis,  SiC.  From  it  were 
prepared, 

I.  By  thf  action  of  heat 

and  air, 

Flores  argentei,  five  nix  antim*. 

II,  By  the  action  of  nitre, 

CerufTa  antimonii. 
btomacl.icum  Poterii. 
Antiiieclicnm  Poterii. 
Car  diacum  Poterii. 
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Preparations  which  have  their  name 
from   antimony,    but  fcarcely 
contain  any  of  its  metallic  part. 
Cinnabaris  antimonii.  Land. 
Tinftiira  antimonii.  Land. 
In  the  various  preparations  of 
antimony,  the    reguline    part  is 
fcither  combined  v.'ithan  acid,  or  in 
a  condition  to  be  aft^d  upon  bv 
acid  in  the  ftomach  ;  and  the  gene- 
ral efFeifts  of  antimonials  are,  dia- 
phorefis,  naufea,  full  vomiting  and 
purging,   which  perhaps  may  be 


beft  obtained  by  the  forms  of  pre- 
pared antimony  and  emetic  tartar. 
Smne  allege  that  antimonials  are  of 
molt  ufe  in  fevers  when  they  do 
not  produce  any  fenfible  evacua- 
tion, as  is  faid  to  be  the  cafe  fome- 
times  with  James's  powder.  Some 
therefore  prefer  it  in  typhus,  and 
emetic  tartar  in  iv'nochus,  in  which 
there  is  the  appearance  at  firft  of 
more  aftivity  in  the  fyftem,  and 
more  apparent  caufe  for  evacua- 
tion. 


SECT.  IX. 


Preparation  of  Bismuth. 


THIS  metal  refembles  in  ap- 
pearance the  reguKis  of  anti- 
mony ;  but  differs  greatly  from  it, 
In  its  pharmaceutical  properties  and 
medical  qualities.  It  melts  in  a 
very  fmall  heat,  long  before  igni- 
tion ;  and  totally  dilTolves,  with 
great  etfervefcence,  in  dilute  ni- 
trous acid,  which  only  corrodes 
the  antimonial  metal.  As  a  medi- 
cine, it  feems,  when  pure,  to  have 
little  or  no  effeft ;  though  fome 
preparations  of  it  were  formerly 
accounted  diaphoretic.  At  pre- 
fent,  only  one  preparation  comes 
under  the  notice  of  the  apothecary 
or  chemift,  and  that  defigned  for 
external  ufe. 

Magi-jterium  BrSMt;THI. 
Ma^iftery  of  hifrnufh, 
DifTolve  bifmuth  in  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  dilute  nitrous  acid,  with- 
out heat,  adding  the  biftnuth  by 


little  and  little  at  a  time.  Pour 

the  folution  into  (ixteen  times  its 
quantity  of  fair*  water.    It  will 
grow  milky,  and  on  Handing  for 
fome  time,  depofit  a  bright  white 
precipitate:     the    addition  of 
fpirit    of  wine    will  expedite 
the   precipitation.     Wafli  the 
powder  in  frefli  parcels  of  wa- 
ter; and  dry  it  in  a  fliady  place 
betwixt  two  papers. 
This  preparation  is  of  fome  ef- 
teem  as  a  cofmetic,  which  is  the 
only  ufe  to  which  it  is  now  applied. 
The  diaphoretic  virtues,  attributed 
to  it  when  taken  internally,  have 
very  littie  foundation,  and  bv  the 
preisr.t  practice  are  not  at  all  re- 
garded.   It  was  propofed  to  be  re- 
ceived in  our  Pharmacopoeia  at  a 
late  revikil,  but  was  found  much 
too   infignificant   to  be  admitted 
there. 


LU 
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I.APIS  MEDICAMENTOSUS. 

The  medicinal Jlone. 
Lond. 

TAKE  of 
Litharge,  n 
Bole  armenic,  or  French  bole, 
Alum, — each  half  a  pound ; 
Colcothar  of  green  vitriol,  three 

ounces  ; 
Vinegar,  a  quarter  of  a  pint. 
Mix  and  dry  them  till  they  grow 
hard. 

This  preparation  is  employed  ex- 
ternally as  an  ajlrlngent^  iox  fajlen- 
ing  loofc  teeth,  prrfervirig  the  gujiis, 
healing  and  drying  up  ulcers  and 
•ivounds,  and  reprcjjing  defiuxions  of 
thill  acrid  humours  upon  the  eyes.  It 
is  fometimes  ufed  in  injeftions  for 
checking  a  gonorrhoea,  after  the 
virulence  is  expelled.  A  prepara- 
tion much  refembling  this  is  faid, 
in  the  memoirs  of  the  French  aca- 
demy, to  be  greatly  efteemed  a- 
mong  the  furgeons  in  the  army  as 
a  vulnerary. 

Specificum  adstring^ns 

M-^ETZII. 

j^n  aflringent  preparation  t alien  from 
Maetz,  ivbicb  has  been  Jold  under 
the  name  of 

Colbatch's  fvptic  pnivder. 

Take  any  quantity  of  iron  filings, 
and  as  much  fpirit  of  fait  as  will 
rife  aboye  them  three  or  four 
inches.  Digeft  them  together 
with  a  gentle  heat,  till  the  fpirit 
,ceafe  to  aft  on  the  metal.  Then 
pour  off  the  liquor,  evaporate  it 
to  one  half,  and  add  thereto  an 
equal  weight  of  fugar  of  lead. 


Continue  the  evaporation,  with 
a  fmall  heat,  until  the  matter  re- 
main dry,  and  altume  a  red  co- 
lour. 

If  the  procefs  be  ftopt  as  foon  as 
it  becomes  dry,  it  has  exaftly 
the  appearance  of  Colbatch's 
powder.  It  muft  be  kept  clofe 
from  the  air,  otherwife  it  deli- 
quiates. 

This  is  faid  to  be  th  flyptic,  with 
which  fo  much  noife  was  made 
fome  time  ago  by  the  author  of  the 
Novum  Lumen  Chirurgia  ;  and  for 
the  fale  of  which,  a  patent  was 
procured  :  only  in  that  was  ufed 
the  vitriolic  acid,  inflead  of 
muriatic  in  this  ;  a  difference 
not  very  material.  The  prepara- 
tion ftands  recommended  in  all 
kinds  of  haemorrhages  and  immoderate 
fluxes,  both  internally  and-  exter- 
nally :  the  dofe  is  from  four  grains 
to  twelve.  It  is  undotibtediy  an 
eiEcacious  ftyptic,  but  for  inteipal 
ufe  a  dangerous  one.  ,  See  the  arti- 
cle Lead,  2,x\A\\.%  preparations. 
Antihecticum  Poterii. 
Poteriui's  antihe^ic. 
Take  of 

Martial  regulus  of  antimony,  fix 

ounces  ; 
Fine  tin,  three  ounces. 
Melt  thefe  together  in  a  crucible  ; 
then  pour  them  out  into  a  warn)  ' 
greafed  mortar,   and  when  the 
mafs  is  grown  cold,  grind  it  in- 
to a  powder.    Add  to  this  ihrice 
its  weight  of  pure, nitre,  and  de- 
flagrate the  mixture  in  a  cruei- 
ble,  throwing  in  only  a  fpoon- 
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ful  at  a  time  ;  then  calcine  it 
[that  is,  keep  it  in  fiifion]  for 
an  hour;  and,  havi^ig  afterwards 
ground  it  into  an  impalpable 
powder,  pour  on  it  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  warm  water.  Stir 
them  well  together  with  a  peftle, 
till  the  water  grows  milky,  which, 
thus  loaded  with  the  finer  parts 
of  the  powder,  is  to  be  poured 
off,  and  frefli  water  put  to  the 
remainder.  Repeat  this  operation 
till  nothing  but  indiffolubie  fjEces 
remain  behind.  Suffer  all  the 
milky  liquors  to  reft.  A  powder 
will  fall  to  the  bottom,  which  is 
to  be  wafhed  with  repeated  afFu- 
lions  of  warm  water,  and  laftly 
dried  for  ufe. 

The  regulus  of  antimony  lliould 
be  melted  before  the  tin  is  added 
to  it ;  for,  if  they  both  be  put  in- 
to the  crucible  together,  a  part  of 
the  tin  will  be  diflipated  by  the 
heat  requifite  for  the  fufion  of  the 
regulus. 

The  chemifts  have  been  greatly 
divided  with  regard  to  the  propor- 
tion which  thefe  two  ingredients 
ought  to  bear  to  one  another.  Some 
vary  fo  much  from  the  prefent  pre- 
fcription,  as  to  order  two  parts  of 
the  anfimonial  regulus  to  one  of 
tin  ;  others  no  more  than  one  part 
to  fix.  Nor  have  they  agreed  upon 
the 'colour  which  this  preparation 
ought  to  have  3  fome  preferring 
that  which  is  perfectly  white,  whilft 
others -look  upon  a  blueifii  tinge  as 
a  mark  that  the  proportions  have 
been  duly  obferved,  and  the  ope- 
ration regularly  performed.  In  the 
procefs  above,  it  feems  intended  to 
be  white:  for  without  the  obfer- 
vance  of  certain  encheircfes,  not 
there  mentioned,  as  particularly 
calcining  the  powder  after  the  ab- 
lution, it  will  icarce  have  any  thing 
of  a  blueifh  caft. 

I'ractical  phyficians  do  not  differ 
Isfs  ia  the  accounts  whkh  they  give 


of  the  virtues  of  this  celebrated  me- 
dicine. Some  extol  it  as  an  excel- 
lent diaphoretic,  Sec.  others  are  readv 
to  vouch,  that  it  has  done  moll 
eminent  fervice  in  heBlcal  cafes; 
vvhilft  many,  of  no  fmall  note,  are 
not  only  cQ.nfidcnt  that  it  has  none 
of  the  virtues  attributed  to  it,  but 
utterly  condemn  it  as  unfafe,  and 
capable  of  producing  the  very  dif- 
orders  faid  to  be  remedied  by  its 
ufe.  .This  affair  probably  will  not 
be  fatisfaftorily  determined,  till  the 
virtufes  of  calx  of  tin  and  calx  of  an-* 
timony  (of  which  this  medicine  is  a 
mixture)  fhall  be  better  afcertained. 
than  they  are  at  prefent.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  ufe  of  the  antiheSlic 
is  in  common  praftice  laid  afidej 
and  is  not  likely  to  be  ever  intro- 
duced again. 

Bezoardicum  Joviale. 
Bezoar  imth  ii?i. 

Take  of 

Regulus    of   antimony^  three 
ounces ; 

Pure  tin,  two  ounces  ; 

Muriated  mercury,  five  ounces. 
Melt  the  regulus  of  antimony  in  a 

crucible,  and  put  to  it  the  tin, 

fo  as  to  make  a  new  regulus  ;  to 
which,  after  being  levigated,  add 
the  muriated  mercury,  and  diftH 
the  mixture  in  a  retort.  Let  the 
muriated  antimony  which  arifes  in 
this  procefs,  be  fixed,  by  three  re- 
peated diftiliations,  with  thrice  its 
own  quantity  of  nitrous  acid.  ,The 
powder  is  then  to  be  calcined  j 
thrown,  whilft  ignited,  into  a 
proper  quantity  of  fpirit  of  wine  ; 
and  afterwards  dried  for  ufe. 

This  preparation  is  not  greatly 
different  from  the  foregoing.  The 
muriated  antimony  feems  to  con- 
tain more  of  the  tin,  than  of  the 
antimonial  regulus,  united  with 
the  marine  acid  of  the  muriated 
quick-filver.  The  nitrous  fpirit 
expels  the  mariuf,  and  is  itfcif  af-  ' 
tervvards  expelled  in  the  calcina- 
LI3 
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tion  ;  leaving  the  powder  a  mere 
calx,  fimilar  to  one  piepared  (Vom 
the  fame  ingredients  in  a  lefs  tron- 
blefome  manner,  by  deflngration 
with  nitre.  , 

^Ethiops  antimoxi alis. 
yintbuontr.l  athiopi. 
Let  equal  quantities  of  antimony 
andfea  fUt  be  melted  together  in 
a  crucible  for  an  hour;  when 
grown  cold,  a  regulus  (impro- 
perly fo  called)  will  be  found  in 
the  bo'.tom.    'I'his  is  to  be  fei)a- 
rated  from  the  fcorios  that  lie 
above  it,  and  ground  with  an 
equal  weight -df  purified  quick- 
/ilver,  until  they  are  united. 
This  medicine  is  faid  to  be  of 
remarkable  efficacy  In  venereal  cafes 
of  long  Jlatitling^   in   cancernus  iu- 
mours^  J'corhutic  and  fcmphidou^  Aif. 
orders^    ohjlinate  glandular  cbjlrnc- 
tions,  and  fundry  other  chronical  dif- 
teinpcrs  which  elude  the  force  of 
the  common  medicines.     A  few 
grains  may  be  given  at  firftj  and 
the  dofe  gradually  increafed,  ac- 
cording to  its  operation,  to  a  fcru- 
ple  or  more.    It  aits  chiefly  by 
promoting  pcrfpiration.  In  fonie  con- 
ftitutions,  \X  prove  spur gativc  \  and, 
in  others,  if  the  dofe  be  confider- 
able,  emetic. 

Sundry  other  preparations  of 
this  kind  have  been  held  by  fome 
people  in  confiderable  efleem, 
though  riot  taken  notice  of  by 
common  praftice.  They  have  been 
generally  compofed  of  mercury, 
muted  by  triture  either  whh  crude 
antimony,  the  medicinal  regulus, 
or  the  golden  or  precipitated  ful- 
phur. 

Mr.  Maxouin,  of  the  faculty  of 
Paris,  made  trial  of  different  me- 
thods for  uniting  mejcury  and 
crude  antimony  into  a^ii  asthiops. 
Thofe  which  fucceeded  I  fliall  here' 
cxtrafl  from  his  Chimie  Medicinale. 

On  grinding  together  two  pa.ts 
«f  antimony  and  one  of  mercury, 


the  mercivrial  globules  difappeared 
in  three  hoiu's,  and  the  compound 
proved  fiinilar  in  appearance  to  the 
a-thiops  made  with  the  fame  pro- 
Jiortions  <  f  mercury  and  common 
fiilphur.  —  Equal  parts  of  the  anti- 
mony and  mercury  were  united 
with  much  more  difficulty,  requir- 
ing the  triture  to  be  continued  for 
two  days  ;  though  it  was  found  alfo, 
even  with  thefe  proportions,  that 
when  the  mercury  was  added,  not 
all  at  once,  but  by  little  and  little, 
the  union  might  be  efFefted  in  five 
hours.  —  As  common  aethiops  is 
made  more  perfed,  in  regard  to  the 
intimate  union  of  the  ingredients, 
by  heat  than  by  triture;  the  moft 
perfeft  antimonial    aethiops  alfo 
was  obtained  by  means  of  fire,  in 
the  following  manner. 
A  heated  crucible  is  to  be  rubbed 
in  the  infide  with  tallow,  imme- 
diately covered,  and  fet  in  the 
fire.    When  red-hot,  throw  in 
the  antimony,  beaten  into  coarfe 
powder,    and   cover  the  vefTel 
again.    When  the  antimony  is 
melted,  take  the  crucible  out  of 
the  fire,  throw  in  a  fmall  bit  of 
tallow,  pour  an  equal  weight  of 
heated  quick-filver  on  different 
parts  of  the  furface,  cover  the 
crucible  for    a  moment,  and, 
while  the  mixture  is  ftill  fluid, 
pour  it  out  into  a  heated  iron 
mortar.  When  grown  cold,  re- 
duce it  into  a  powder,  wliich  is 
to  be  levigated  on  a  marble. 
On  this  black  powder  the  author 
direfts  fome  fpirit  of  wine  to  be 
burnt  two  or  three  times.  This 
may  very  ftfely  be  omitted,  .ns  it 
can  nowife  aftefl  the  medicine. — 
The  only  difficulty  in  the  procefs 
relates  to  the  degree  of  heat  of  tiie 
melted  antimony.  If  it  L».  not  fuf- 
ficiently  fluid,  the  tnercury  cannot 
equally  unite  with  it ;  and,  if  over 
hot,  great  part  of  the  mercury  will 
be  dillipated. 
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Mr.  Malouin  commends  this  fions  only  fome  flight  naufea.  The 

aethiops,  as  a  medicine  oF  great  effi-  dofe  is  from  one  grain  to  twenty, 

.c^f^y  \n  glandular  ohjlrullions,  objii-  two  or  three  times  a  day,  that  is, 

nate  cutaneous  maladies  of  different  from  one  to  fixty  grains  in  a  day.— 

iinds,  inveterate  rheumatifms,  8cc.  It  In  fome  perfons  a  dram  has  no 

ads  moft  commonly  by  urine  and  fenfible    operation;     others  are 

perj^iration,  rarely  purges,  or  occa-  moved  by  fix  grains. 
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POrVDERS. 


•nr^HIS  form  receives  fuch  mate- 
jL    rials  only,  as  are  capable  of 
being  futficiently  dried  to  become 
pulverable  without  the  lofs  of  their 
virtue.    There  are  many  fubftan- 
ces,  however,  of  this  kind,  which 
cannot  be  conveniently  taken  in 
: powder.    Bitter  acrid,  fetid  drugs, 
are  too  difagreeable  ; — emollient  and 
mucilaginous  herbs  and  roots  are  too 
bulky; — pure  gums  cohere,  and  be- 
come tenacious  in  the  mouth;  — 
'fixt  alkaline  /alts  liquefy  upon  ex- 
pofing  the  compofition  to  the  air; 
—and  volatile  alkalies  exhale. 

The  dofe  of  powders,  in  extem- 
:poraneous  prefcription,  is  general- 
ly about  half  a  dram  :  it  rarely  ex- 
ceeds a  whole  dram;  and  is,  not  of- 
ten, lefs  than  a  fcruple.  Subftances 
which  produce  powerful  elfefts  in 
fmaller  dofes,  are  not  truftcd  to  this 
form,  unlefs  their  bulk  be  incrcaf- 
ed  by  additions  of  lefs  efficacy. 
Thofe  which  require  to  be  given  in 
larger  ones,  are  better  fitted  for  o- 
ther  forms. 
The  ufual  vehicle  for  taking  the 


lighter  powders,  Is  any  agreeable 
thin  liquid.  The  ponderous  pow- 
ders, particularly  thofe  prepared 
from  metallic  fubftances,  require  a 
more  confiftent  vehicle,  as  fyrups ; 
for,  from  thin  ones,  they  foon  fub- 
fide.  Refinbus  fubftances  likewife 
are  mofl:  commodioufly  taken  in 
thick  liquors :  in  thin  ones,  they 
are  apt  to  run  into  lumps,  which 
are  not  eafily  again  dilToluble. 

General  rules  for  making  powder s. 
I. 

Particular  care  ought  to  be  taken 
that  nothing  carious,  decayed,  or 
impure,  be  mixed  in  the  compo- 
fition of  powders :  the  ftalks  and 
corrupted  parts  of  plants  are  to 
be  feparated. 

ir. 

The  dry  aromatics  ought  to  be 
fprinklcd,  during  their  pulverifa- 
tion,  with  a  few  drops  of  any 
proper  water. 

TIF. 

The  molfter  aromatics  ■  may  be 


$22 


MEDICINAL  COMPOSITIONS.  Part  IV. 


-dried  with  a  very  gentle  iieat, 
before  they  are  committed  to  the 
mortar. 

IV. 

Gums,  and  fuch  otlier  fiibflances 
as  are  difficultly  piilverablc, 
fliould  be  pounded  along  with 
the  drier  ones,  that  they  may 
pafs  the  fieve  together. 
^• 

No  part  fliould  be  feparated  for 
ufe,  until  the  whole  quantity  put 
into  the  mortar  has  pafTed  the 
fieve,  and  the  feveral  liftings 
been  mixed  together  ;  for  thofe 
parts  of  one  and  the  fame  fub- 
jeft,  which  powdar  firft,  may 
prove  different,  at  leafl  in  degree 
of  efficacy,  from  the  refl. 
VI. 

Powders  of  aromatics  are  to  be  pre- 
pared only  in  fmall  quantities  at 
a  time,  and  kept  in  glafs  vefTcls 
very  clofely  ftopt. 
If  powders  be  long  kept,  and  not 
carefully  fecured  from  the  air,  their 
virtue  is  in  great  meafure  deftroy- 
cd,  although  the  parts  in  which  it 
confiils  (liould  not  in  other  cir- 
cumftances  prove  volatile.  Thus, 
though  the  virtues  of  ipecacuanha 
be  fo  fixt  as  to  remain  entire  even 
in  extracts  made  with  proper  men- 
flrua,  yet,  as  the  college  of  Wirtem- 
berg   obferves,  if  the  powdered 
root  be  expofed  for  a  length  of 
time  to  the  air,  it  lofes  its  emetic 
qualitv. 

■  rULVIS  ANTILYSSUS. 
Poiuilcr  aga'aijl  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog. 
Take  of 

Afli-coloured  ground  liverwort, 

two  ounces  ; 
Black  pepper,  one  ounce. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 
In  a  former  Pharmacopoeia,  the 
quantity  of  pepper  was  equal  to 
^hat  of  the  herb  :  which  rendering 
the  powder  greatly  too  hot,  the 
above  diminution  of  it  became  ne- 
reflary.  The  virtue  which  this  me- 
dicine' has  been  celebrated  for  is 


exprefTed  in  its  title.  The  dofe  is 
a  dram  and  a  half,  to  be  taken  in 
the  morning  fading,  in  half  a  pint 
of  co\i 's  milk  warm,  for  four  morn- 
ings togt^thtr. 

Upon  the  authority  of  Dr. 
Mead,  this  formula  has  had  a 
place  in  both  the  London  and 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias  ;  but  is 
now  defervedly  rejefted,  as  a  medi- 
cine inefficacious. 
PULVIS  ARI  COMPOSITUS. 

Compound  powder  of  arum. 
Take  of  ' 

Arum  roots,  newly  dried,  two 
ounces ; 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Bijrnet  faxifrage  roots,— of  each 
one  ounce  ; 

Canella  alba,  fix  drams; 

Vitriolated  tartar,  two  drams. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  pow- 
der. 

The  pulvis  art  compojitus  was  ori- 
ginally intended  as  a  Jlomachi^ :  and 
in  lucfihiejfes  and  relaxations  of  the 
flomach,  accompanied  with  a  fur- 
charge  of  vifcid  humours,  it  is 
doubtlefs  a  very  ufeful  medicine. 
It  frequently  alfo  has  good  etfefts 
in  rheumatic  cafes,  of  which  I  have 
known  fome  inftances.  The  dofe 
m^iy  be  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram, 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  in  any 
convenient  liquor.  It  fliould  be 
ufed  as  frefli  as  poffible,  for  its  vir- 
tue fuffers  greatly  in  keeping.  The 
aritm  root  in  particular,  its  capital 
ingredient,  foon  lofes  the  pungency 
in  which  its  efficacy  principally 
confifts. 

PULVIS  CRETACEUS. 
Chalk  poiuder. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

White    prepared    chalk,  four 

ounces  ; 
Nutmeg,  half  a  dram  ; 
Cinnamon,  one  dram  and  an 

half. 

Mix  into  a  powder. 
Thefe  powders  are  confidexed  as 
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w:\Tm  abforbents,  and  given  in  di- 
arrhea, particularly  luch  as  arile 
from  acitiity;  and. chat  with  opium, 
in  cafes  of  great  irritability,  where 
the  aromatic  abibrbcnts  require  the 
afliftance  of  a  fedative. 

.PULVIS  e  CRETA 
COMPOSfTUS  fine  OPTO. 
Ccmpiurui  powder  of  bole  ivithout  e- 
p'um. 
Land, 

Take  of 

Prepared  chalk,  lialf  a  pound  ; 
Cinnamon,  four  ounces; 
Tormentil-root, 

Gum  Arabic,  -eaclithreeounces; 
Long  pepper,  l)alf  an  ounce. 
Reduce  thefe  ingredients  into  pow- 
der. 

PULVIS  e  CRETA' 
COMPQSITUS  cum  OPIO. 
Compound  powder  with  opium. 
Land.  , 
Take  of  ^ 

Compound  powder  of  chalk, 

eight  ounces ; 
Hard  purified  opium,  powdered, 
one  dram  and  an  half. 
Mix  them. 
PULVIS  CERUSS^  COM- 
PQSITUS, 
Compound  pcnvder  of  cervjfe. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Cerufle,  five  ounces ; 

Sarcocolla,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 

Gum  tragacanth,  half  an  ounce. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 

This  oo.Tjpofition  is  the  trochifci 
mlhi  of  Razi,  brought  back  to  its 
original  fimplicity  with  regard  to 
;the  ingredients,  and  without  the 
ineedlefs  trouble  of  making  it  into 
'troches.    It  is  employed  for  extcr- 
mal  purpofes,  as  in  collyria,  lotions, 
'.and  injefiions,  for  rcpel'hig  acrimoni- 
I0US  humours,  and  in  inflammations. 
PULVIS  CHELARUM  CAN- 
CRI  COMPOSITUS, 

Compound  potuder  of  crab^ s-clavji. 
Lond. 

'Take  of 


Crab's -claws,     prepared,  one 
pound  ; 

Chalk,  prepared. 

Red  coral,  prepared, — each  three 
ounces. 
Mix  therri.  , 

Thefe  powders  have  loft  feveral 
of  their  ingredients,  without  any 
injury  to  their  virtues ;  and  pofli- 
blv  they  would  ftill  bear  a  further 
reduftion;  for  both  the  crab's-eyes 
and  cluws  are  by  themfelvesat  leaft 
as  efFciflual.as  any  compofition  of 
them  with  pearls  and  coral.  In 
fome  of  our  hofpitals,  the  follow- 
ing compofition  is  fubftituted, 

PuLVIS  TESTACEUS  COMPO- 
SITUS. 

Compound  iejlaceous  powder. 
Take  of 

■  Oyfter  -  fliells,*  prepared,  one 
pound  ; 

White  chalk,  half  a  pound. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  cheap  abforbent  powder  Is 
at  leaft  equally  valuable,  as  a  me- 
dicine, with  the  more  coftly  and 
compounded  crab's-claw  and  bezo- 
ardic  powders  of  the  fliops.  Thefe 
kinds  of  preparations  are  .given 
irom  half  a  fcruple  to  half  a  dram, 
for  abforbing  oi-  deftroying  acidi- 
ties in  the  firft  paffages ;  which 
feems  to  be  the  only  good  eftedt 
that  can  be  reafonably  expefted 
from  tiiefe  fimple  antacid  earths. 
If  tlu-y  meet  with  no  acid  to  dif- 
folve  them,  they  promife  to  be  in- 
jurious, rather  than  beneficial.— 
They  have  oftea  been  given  in  fe- 
vers, under  the  notion  of  alexiphar- 
macs  and  fvdorifics^  from  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  thefe  diforders  are  occa- 
fioned   by  a  latent  acid;  and, 
though  this  theory  is  now  explod- 
ed, the  practice  built  upon  it  isj  in 
good  meafurc,  ftill  continued.  So 
far  are  abforbents  from  bein;;  ufeful 
in  thefe  cafes,  that  fubftances  of  a 
dircftly  contrary  quality,  inild  aci- 
dulous liquors,  are  in  general  the 
moft  fucccCsful  remedies,  where- 
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ever  the  vis  vita;  is  not  too  far  de- 
prefltd  ;  and,  where  it  is,  the  infi- 
pid  indolent  earths  can  contribute 
nothing  to  fupport  or  raife  it. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  take 
notice  of  a  quality  hitherto  little 
expe£i:ed  from  thcfe  kinds  of  fub- 
flances  ;  that  of  Jlrongly  promoting 
futref anion,  Flefli  mixed  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  chalk,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  a  heat  equal  to  that  of  the 
human  body,  not  only  corrupts 
fooner  than  without  this  addition, 
but  likewife  in  a  far  greater  degree, 
refolving  in  a  few  days  into  a  per- 
fe£t  mucus.  This  quality  of  the 
abforbent  powders  (for  the  difco- 
very  of  wh^ch,*  with  many  other 
curious  experiments  on  the  fame 
fubjeft,  the  public  is  obliged  to  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Pkincle)  feems  to 
forbid  their  ufe  in  all  thofe  kinds 
of  fevers  where  the  animal  juices 
are  already  too  muchdifpofed  to  a 
putrefaftive  ftate.  We  have  before 
obferved,  that,  in  thefe  cafes, 
though  very  frequently  employed, 
they  are  at  beft  unferviceable.  Per- 
haps their  ill  effects  woul«l  be  of- 
tener  feen,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
quantity  of  acids  ufually  givenin 
acute  difeaies. 
PULV.IS  CONTBAYERV.5: 
COMPOSITUS. 

Compouvd  poiuder  of  contraycrva, 
Loiid. 

Take  of 

Compound  powder  of  crab's- 
claws,  a  pound  and  a  half; 

Contrayerva-rc«»t,  five  ounces. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

Thefe  powders  were  formerly 
dlrefted  to  be  ma<4e  up  into  balls 
•with  water  (and  then  called  Lapis 
CO  NTS  AVER  vve)  ;  a  piece  of  trou- 
ble now  laid  afide  as  needlefs ; 
for  it  was  necelfary  to  reduce  the 
balls  into  powder  again  before  they 
could  be  ufed.  Nor  did  that  form 
contribute,  as  has  been  iinagiaed, 
to  their  prefervation ;  for  it  is 
fcarce  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the 


powder  will  lofe  more  by  being 
kept  for  a  reafonable  length  of 
time  in  a  clofe-ftopt  glafs,  than  the 
balls  will,  in  the  humeftation  with 
water,  and  exficcation  in  the  air, 
before  they  are  fit  for  being  put  by 
to  keep.  Thefe  medicines  have  a 
much  better  claim  to  the  title  of 
alexiphartnic  and  fudorific,  than  the 
two  foregoing  compofitions.  The 
contrayerva  by  iifelf  is  fuch,  and 
proves  very  ferviceable  in  low  fe- 
vers, where  the  vis  vitas  is  weak, 
and  a  diaphorejis  to  be  promoted. 
It  is  poffible,  that  the  crab's-claws 
powders  are  of  no  further  fervice, 
than  as  they  divide  this  powerful 
ingredient,  and  render  it  fupport- 
able  to  the  ftomach. 

PULVIS  IPECACUANHA 
COMPOSITUS ; 
vulgo 

PULVIS  DOVERI. 
Compound  powder  of  ipecacuanha.  , 
Lond.  Edinb. 

"^ake  of 

Ipecacuanha, 

Hard   purified    opium, — each, 
powdered,  one  dram  ; 

Vitriolated  kali,  or  lixiva,  one 
ounce. 
Mix  them. 

In  this,  as  well  as  all  other  pow- 
ders, where'opium,fcammony,  aloes, 
calomel,  or  any  other  aftive  ingre- 
dients enter  the  compofition,  the 
operator  fliould  be  particularly 
careful,  that  they  ffiould  be  equally 
diftributed,  left  different  portions 
Ihould  differ  in  ftrength. 

This  powder  is  confidered  as  one 
of  the  mod  certain  fudorifics  of 
which  we  are  in  pofleflion,  and 
hence  fuppofed  to  be  a  vcjy  effec- 
tual remedy  in  rhrumntifms^  and 
alfoufcful  in  other  diforders,  where 
a  cuticular  difcharge  is  wanted  to 
be  promoted  ;  hence  it  is  given  in 
dropfy,  &c.  The  dofe  is  from  five 
to  fix  grains  to  fixteen  or  upwards, 
according  as  the  patient's  ftrength 
and  ftomach  are  able  to  bear  it. 
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It  is  necelTary  to  obferve,  that 
j patients  fliould  avoid  much  drink- 
ing immediately  after  it  has  beeu 
adminiftered — becaufethat  may  oc- 
icafion  it  to  be  rejefled  by  vomit- 
ing, before  any  other  efFeft  can  be 
produced. 

PULVIS  OPIATUS. 
Opiate  pozcder'. 
LonJ.  , 

'Take  of 

Hard  purified  opium,  one  dram; 

Burnt  and  prepared  hartfliorn, 
nine  drams. 
ZMix  them. 

This  powder  may  be  confidered 
as  a  good  opiated  abforbent;  and 
\where  there  are  prevalent  acidities 
con  the  ftomach,  probably  a(Efl  the 
■  lira  in  preventing  the  acidity 
.1  weakening  its  efFefts,  and  by 
:forming  with  the  acid  a  neutral  fait, 
:may  in  fome  degree  prove  a  fudo- 
rrific.    It  may  alfo  become  an  ufe- 
:ful  fuccedaneum  for  the  pulvis  ipe- 
ccacuanhae  compofitus,  in  patients 
"vvhofe  ffomachs  are  fo  circum-' 
iftaiTced,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by 
»very  flight  dofes  of  ipecacuanha,  as 
iis  fometimes  the  cafe.    Befides,  as 
rten  grains  of  this  powder  contain 
one  of  opium,  we  can  exhibit  opi- 
.um  in'  any  fmall  quantity  which 
:may  be  required,  with  the  greateft 
nicetv. 

PULVIS  JALAPyE  COMPO- 
SITUS, 
Compotrnd  poiurlei-  of  jalap. 
Edinb. 

'Take  of 

Jalap  root,  one  ounce  ; 
Cryftals  of  tartar,  two  ounces. 

'Mix,  and  rub  them  together  dili- 
gently for  fome  time,  fo  as  that 
they  may  form  a  very  fine  pow- 
der. 

The  addition  of  the  cryfials  of 
tartar  is  ordered  to  correft  the  grip- 
ing effects  of  the  jahp,  which  it  is 
faid  efFe£luaily  to  do,  if  they  are 
beat  very  well  together,  and  a  very 
iperfeft  and  minute  mixture  form- 


ed. It  is  an  excellent  purgative, 
well  calculated  to  clear  the  in- 
teftinal  tubes  and  evacuate  the 
ferous  fluids  from  the  fyftem  in 
general. 

'  PULVIS  E  MYRRHA  COM- 
POSITUS. 
Compound  powder  of  niyrrh. 
.  Lond. 

Take  of 

Dried  favin. 
Dried  rue, 
Myrrh, 

Ruffian  caftor,  —  of  each  one 
ounce. 

Rub  them  together  into  a  powder. 

This  is  a  reformation  of  the  tro- 
chlfci  e  mynha,  a  compofition  con- 
trived by  Rhazes  againft  ute- 
rine obftru(flions.  It  may  be  taken 
in  any  convenient  vehicle,  or  made 
into  bolufes,  from  a  fcruple  to  a 
dram  or  more,  two  or  three  times  a 
day. 

PULVIS  E  SCAMMONIO 

COMPOSITUS. 
Compound  pDivder  of  Jcammony. 
Lond. 

Take  of 
Scammony, 

Extraft  of  jalap, —  of  each  two 

ounces; 
Ginger,  half  an  ounce. 
Poivder  them  feparately,  and  mix 
them, 

PULVIS  SCAMMONII  COM- 
POSITUS CUM  ALOE. 
Compound  powder  of  fcammony  -with 

aloes. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Scammony,  fix  dram.s  ; 

Hard  extradl  of  jalap, 

Socotorine  aloes,  —  of  each  one 
dunce  and  a  half; 

Ginger,  half  an  ounce. 
Powder  them  feparately,  and  mix 

them. 

Tiiis  medicine  is  well  calculated 
to  afford  relief  in  obftinate  coflive- 
nefs,  in  dofcs  of  from  five  to  ten 
grains;  for  the  combination  of  the 
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three  powerfully  purgative  ingre- 
dients conftitutesa  very  afiive  com- 
pofition,  particularly  to  torpid  ha- 
bits, where  fuch  mtdiGines  become 
necedary. 

PULVIS   SCAMMONII  CUM 

CALOMELANE. 
Powder  {if  J'cammoiiyf  ivit'h  calomel. 
Take  of 

Scamnnony,  haif  an  ounce; 

Calomel, 

Double  refined  fug«r, — of  each 
two  drams. 
Rub  them  feparately  to  powder, 
and  mix  them. 

Here  the  fcammony  is  affifted  in 
its  operation,  by  the  calomel  j 
which  not  only  renders  it  ufeful  in 
cafes  of  obftinate  ccnrtipation,  but 
alfo,in  dropfies,  where  a  large  dif- 
charge  of  water  is  required  ;  for, 
by  the  ftimulant  power  of  calomel, 
the  abforbent  fyltem  is  very  likely 
to  have  its  aftion  much  increafed. 

This  powder  has  been  ufually 
prepared  with  diaphoretic  anti- 
mony and  cryftals  of  tartar,  and 
called,  from  its  firfl:  publiflier, 
PULVIS  CORNACHINI,  which, 
in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopceia, 
is  thus  direfted. 
Take  of 

Diaphoretic  antimony, 

Cream  of  tartar, 

Scammony, —  each  equal  parts. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

This  may  be  given  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a  dram  or  more.  The  tar- 
tar and  antimonial  calx  appear  to 
be  no  further  ufeful,  than  as  they 
divide  the  texture  of  the  fcam- 
mony ;  though  Coraachini  pro- 
pofes  notable  advantage  from  fome 
deobftruent  quality  in  the  tar- 
tar, whereby  the  vcflels  fliall  be 
opened,  and  the  noxious  humours 
prepared  for  expulfion  ;  and  from 
tiie  preparation  of  antimony,_thou"gh 
it  have  no  fenfible  operation,  he 
expels  fomc  fhare  of  the  lame  fuc- 
cefs  which  fomctimes  attend:,  the 
rougher  preparation  of  that  mineral. 


EJinb. 

Take  of 
Scammony, 

Cryftals  cf  tartar,— of  each  two  ^ 
ounces. 

Mix,  and  let  them  be  well  rubbed 
together,  that  they  may  form  a 
powder. 

Hcie  we  have  two  preparations, 
differing  very  widely  in  the  com- . 
pofition,  though  bearing  the  fame 
name,  one  of  them  that  of  tlie 
London  Pharmacopoeia,  highly  in- 
crcafing  the  purgative  power  of  the 
fcammony,  and  the  heating  quality 
of  the  compofition,  whilfi:  that  of 
Edinburgh  has  added  not  only  a 
flight  auxiliary,  but  alfo  a  cooling 
correftor.  Though  they  may  both 
of  them  be  ferviceable,  under  par- 
ticular circumftances,  we  cannot 
avoid  confefling,  that,  in  general, 
we  fliould  prefer  that  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

PULVIS  E  SENA  COMPOSI- 
TUS. 

Compound  powder  of  feria. 
Load. 

Take  of 

Cryflals  of  tartar, 
Sena^ — each  two  ounces; 
Scammony,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Ginger,  two  drains. 
Powder  the  fcammony  by  itfelf; 
and  all  the  other  ingredients  to- 
gether.   Then  mix  them. 
This  powder  is  given  as  a  cathar-  " 
tic,  in  the  dofe  of  two  fcruples,  or 
a  dram.    The  fpice  is  added,  not 
only  to  divide,  but  to  warm  the 
medicine,  and  make  it  fit  eafier  on 
the  flomach.    The  fcammony  is 
ufed  as  a  ftimulus  to  the  fena.— 
The  quantity  of  the  latter  neccfla- 
ry  for  a  dofe,  when  not  aflitled  by 
fome  more  powerful  material,  is  too 
bulky  to  be  conveniently  taken  in 
this  form. 

PULVIS    ASARI  COMPOSI- 
TUS. 
Lotid.  Edhtb. 
former  l^f 
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PULVIS  STERNUTATORIUS. 

PULVIS  CEPHALICUS. 
Compound  powder  of  a/araha-ca. 

Ll'»d' 

Take  of 

Sweet  afarabacca, 
Marjoram, 
Syrian  herb  maftich, 
Lavender    flowers,  —  of  each, 
tiried,  eqii.il  weights. 
Powder  them  together. 

PULVIS  CEPHALICUS. 

Crphalic  povjdiT. 
Edinb. 

Tike  of 

The   leaves   of  afarum,  three 

parts  ; 
Lavender  flowers, 
Leaves  of  marjoram, — one  part. 

Beat  them   together  into  a  pow- 
der. 

Thefe  powders  are  both  agreea- 
ble and  efficacious  errhines,  and 
:  fuperior  to  moll  of  thofe  ufually 
;  fold  under  the  name  of  herb  fnufF. 
In  cafes  of  obifinate  hrad-achs, 
and  of  inJiammat'io7is  of  the  eyes,  of 
.  long  continuance,  they  have  proved 

■  very  efficacious  remedies,  for  they 
i  diiTer  very  little  in  their  effefts  : — 
'.they  -have  alfo  been  of  ufe  in 

■  rhiumatic  pains  of  the  face,  and 
fcmejprctes  of  t^oth-ach. 

Five  or  fix  grains,  fnuffed  up  the 
)  nofe  at  bed-time,  will  act  the  next 
;  dny  as  a  powerful  errhine,  occafion- 
inga  frequent  fneezing,  and  copious 
d;rch:irge  from  the  nofe.    But  care 

■  muft  be  taken,  during  theoperation, 
to  avoid  expofure  to  the  cold  r:ir. 
PULVIS  ALUMIXIS  COMPO- 

•  SITUS. 
vulgo 

Compouihl  bir  l  der  of  alum. 
TEdinb.  ■ 

Take  of 

Alum,  one  ounce  nnd  an  half ; 

(»i!rn  kino,  three  drains, 
P-i!  '         toget!;tr  iritc  a  fine  pow- 

ti:  r. 


M^.  5a  7 

This  powder  han  long  been  in 
repute  as  an  albingtnt,  under  the 

title   of  PuLVIS    Sl  YPTICUS  HuL- 

VETii.  Though,  by  fubdituting 
the  gum  kino,  inflead  o^  the  dra- 
gon's bld'  d,  which  ufed  to  have  a 
place  in  this  formula,  the  me.iicine 
is  much  ini[)roved,  in  as  nnioh  as 
the  gum  polTeires  more  certain  and 
fuperior  aftringent  powers.  It  is 
undoubtedly  a  very  powerful  me- 
dicine ;  particularly  efiicacious  in 
uterine  hseition  hages.  Some  direft 
the  ingredientis  to  be  melted  toge^ 
ther  before  they  are  powdered,  liut 
this  circumftance  does  not  appear 
to  Ije  neceffary. 

PULVIS  E  SUCCINO  COMPO- 
SITUS. 
Cofnpound poivdcr  of  amber. 
Load. 

Take  of 

,  Amber  prepared, 
Gum  arable, — each  ten  drams; 
Juice  of  hypocilHs, 
Balauftiues, 

Japan  earth, — each  five  drams; 
Olibanum,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Strained  opium,  one  dram. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  pow- 
der. 

This  powder  is  compofed  of  the 
more  unexceptionable  ingredients 
of  the  Trochisci  e  carabe  of  a 
former  Pharmacopceia.  The  arti- 
cles omitted,  which  are  as  many  in 
number  as  thofe  now  reiained, 
were  manifefily  abfurd  or  fuper- 
fluous;  and  the  making  it  up  into 
troches,  a  very  unnecelfary  trouble. 
The  medicine,  as  nOw  reformed, 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  ufeful 
and  tolerably  elegant  aiiringcnt ; 
though  pofliblv  the  ingredient 
which  it  receives  name  from,  con- 
tributes little  to  its  virtue.  Two 
fcruples  of  the  compoiition  contain 
one  gr;iin  of  opiusi. 
PULVIS  E  TRA'GACANTHA 

coMi'(}Si  rus. 

Compound  powder  i>f  fiwu  irii^acanlb. 
Lovd. 
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Take  of 

Gum  tragacanth, 

Gum  aiabic, 

Starch, — each  an  ounce  and  an 
half  ; 

Double   refined    fugar,  three 
ounces. 
Grind  them  into  a  powder. 

This  powder  is  a  mild  emolli- 
ent, and  hence  becomes  fervicea- 
ble  in  hcHic  cafes,  tickling  coughs, 
Jlravgury,  fiime  kind  of  alvine  Jiuxes, 
and  other  diforders  procecdifig  from 
a  thin  acrimonious  flatc  of  the  hu- 
mours, or  an  alrafion  of  the  mucus  of 
the  i/iteflincs.  They  foften,  and  give 
a  greater  degree  of  confiftency  to 
the  former,  and  defend  the  latter 
from  being  irritated  or  excoriated 
by  them.  All  the  ingredients  coin- 
cide in  thefe  general  intentions. 
The  dofe  is  from  half  a  dram  to 
two  or  three  drams,  which  may  be 
frequently  repeated. 
PULVIS  ALOES  CUM  CA- 
NELLA. 
formerly 
HIERA  PICRA. 

Powder  of  aloes,  ivith  canella.  ■ 
Take  of 

The  gum  of  Socotorine  aloes, 
one  pound  ; 

White  canella,  three  ounces. 
Beat  them  feparately  into  powder, 

and  then  mix  them  together. 

This  is  an  ufeful  aloetic  purga- 
tive, the  canella  being  a  good  cor- 
reftor  of  the  aloes.  It  is  feldom, 
however,  given  in  this  form,  more 
,  frequently" in  eleduary,  or  pills; 
and  ufed  to  form  the  bafis  of  a 
tin^lure,  called  tinctura  facra;  fa- 
cred  tinAure. 

PULVIS  ALOES  CUM  FERRO, 
inflead  of  the 
PILULiE  ECPHRACTICiE. 
Foivder  of  aloes,  ivith  iron. 
Lend. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  an  ounce  and 

an  half; 
■^Tyrrh,  two  ounces; 


Dried  extraft  of  gentian, 
Vitriolated  iron, — of  each  one 
ounce. 

Let  them  be  powdered  feparately, 

and  then  mixed  together. 

This  is  a  ufeful  deobftruent,  and 
often  given  in  cafes  of  obftrufted 
catamenia,  as  all  the  articles  are 
calculated  to  promote  that  falutary 
difcharge. 

PULVIS  ALOES  CUM  GUAI- 
ACO, 

inflead  of  the 

PILULyE  AROMATIC^E. 
Powder  of  aloes,  ivi/h  guaiacum. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  one  ounce  and 
an  half; 

Gum  refin  of    guaiacum,   one  ' 
ounce  ; 

Aromatic    powder,     half  an 
ounce. 

Rub  the  aloes  and  gum  refin  fepa- 
rately, to  powder ;  and  then  mix 
them  with  the  aromatic  powder. 
.    This,  when  taken  in  fmall  dofes, 
promotes  perfpi ration,  in  larger 
ones,  is  a  warm  purgative. 
PULVIS  AROMATICUS; 
formerly 
SPECIES  AROMATICA. 
Lond.  Edinl. 
Aromatic  powder. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,  two  ounces ; 
Lefler  cardamom  feeds,  hulked, 
Ginger, 

Long  pepper, — each  one  ounce. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 
E.dinb. 

Take  of 
Cinnamon, 

Lcfter  cardamom  feeds, 
Ginger, — each  two  ounces. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are  a- 
greeable,  hot,  fpicy  medicines ; 
and  may  be  ufefuliy  taken  'in  cold 
phlegmatic  hahiis,  and  decayed  confii- 
tutions,   for  iKarming  the  flomach, 
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promoting  dlgefilon^  atld  Jren^thenlng 
'  the  tone  of  the  -Jipera.  The  dofe  is 
from  ten  grains  to  a  fcri'ple  and 
upwards.  The  fii  ft  is  confiderably 
the  warmeft,  bv  the  introdudlion  of 
the  long  pepper. 

PULViS  DIGE^TIVUS. 

D  g  -fiil'C  pO'MliiV, 

Take  of 

Vitriolated  magnefia. 

Rhubarb,^— each  equal  parts. 

The  fait  quickens  the  purgative 
icfFeifl  of  the  rhubarb,  whilll  the 
irhubarb  intreafes  the  tone  of  the 
iftomach  :  hence  it  is  fuppofcd  to 
;aflift  the  digeftive  powers,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  empties  the  in- 
steuines. 

PULVIS  DYSENTERICUS. 

Dyjentrric  po-xvdcr. 
Edinb. 

'Take  of 

Rhubarb,  one  ounce; 
Calcined    hartfhorn,     half  an 

ounce ; 
Gum  Aiabic,  three  drams; 
Cafcarilia  bark,  two  arams. 
IMix  and  reduce  them  to  a  very  fine 
powder. 

In  this  compofition  is  united  to 
a  tonic  pur'^at  'ivc  a  ttill  JlraHf^er  tonic 
in  the  cafcarilia  ;  an  abforhcnt ;  and 
la  dcmuLeiit ;  the  powers  of  which 
iwill  render  it  a  verv  ufeful  niedi- 
ccme  in  dyfenteric  cafes,  after  the 
wiolence  of  the    difeafe  is  con- 
quered ;  and  when  there  remains  a 
debilitated  and  abraded  flate  of  the 
inteftines. 

PULVIS  FUMALIS. 
Fumigation  po-vjder. 
Take  of 
O.ibanum, 
Anjber, 

MaH  ch, — each  three  parts; 

S'orax,  two  parts ; 

Benzoin  and'  Labdanum,  each 
Of  e  part. 

Its  title  exprtfles  Us  ufe,  giving 
cout  on  burning  a  fragrant  odour,  to 
ccoi.nteraft  offenfive  fmells,  fumi- 
Igating  a  fick  room;  and  counter- 


a£ting  puttid  or  other  noxious  va« 
pours  diffufcd  in  tlie  atmofphcre. 

PuLVIS   ARTHRniCUS  AMARUS. 

Bitter  gout  povodtr. 
■  Pari/. 

Take  of 

Gentian  root, 

Round  birlhwort  root, 

Rhapoiitic  root, 

Germander  leaves, 

Groundpine  leaves, 

Lell  r  centaury  tops,-'— of  each 
equal  parts. 
Make  tiiem  into  a  powder. 

Compofuions  of  this  kind  were 
in  ufe  among  the  ancient  Gieek 
phyfi'.ians,  and  n  ade  a  confider- 
able  part  of  their  praftice  in  gouty 
and  arthritic  complaints.  But  while 
they  beftow  great  praifes  on  them 
in  cold  and  phlegmatic  conftitu- 
tions,  they  very  properly  condemn 
them  as  being  extremely  hurtful  in 
the  hot  and  bilious.  Afterwards, 
on  account  j>robably  (;£  the  ill  con- 
fequences  arifing  from  their  indif- 
criminate  ufe,  thefe  medicines  fell 
into  neglefV,  till  the  introduflion. 
of  the  Greek  vouimt  s  intu  t!ie  weft- 
ern  parts  of  Europe,  when  they 
were  tranfcribcd  by  fome  of  the 
earlier  medical  writers,  and  brought 
into  fome  efteem  in   Italy,  Ger- 
maay,  Switzerland,  &c.    A  form' 
differinsj  from  the  above  only  in 
the  o.niffion  of  t!ie  vhapontic  root, 
was  fome  vears  atjo  brought  thence, 
as  a  family  receipt,  by  a  perfon  of 
hig'i  rank,  who  having  experienced 
ren'arkable  benefit  from  it  in  au 
hereditary  gout,  ordered  it  to  be 
printed,  and  copies  delivered  to  all 
■who  fbould  alk  for  them.  (See  the 
Medical  Obfervations  and  Inqui- 
ries, publiflied  by  a  fociety  of 
phyficians    in     London,    vol.  1. 
p.  126.)    The  direftions  for  ufing 
this  medicine  are  to  the  following 
efFeft : 

Take  one  dram  of  the  powder 
"  every  morning  fafling,  in  a  cup 
"  of  any  agreeable  liquor,  falling 
Mm 


MEDICINAL  COMPOSITIONS. 


Part.  l\ 


"  an  hour  and  a  half  after  it.— 
"  Continue  this  for  three  months 
"  without  interruption,  then  di- 
"  minifli  the  dofe  to  three  quarters 
"  of  a  dram  for  three  months 
"  longer,  then  to  half  a  dram  for 
"  fix  months  more.  After  the_  frrft 
*'  year,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  take 
"  half  a  dram  every  other  day. 
"  As  this  medicine  operates  in- 
*'  fenfibly,  it  will  take  perhaps 
"  two  years  before  any  great  be- 
"  nefit  is  received.    In  rhenma- 

tifnis  that  are  only  accidental,  a 
•'  few  of  the  dram  dofes  riiay  do  :  ■ 
"  but  in  habitual  rheum'atifmsj 
*'  and  fuch  as  are  of  long;  flandine, 
*'  it  muft  be  taken  as,  for  the  gout. 
*'  The  remedy  requires  patience,  as 
"  it  operates  but  flow  in  both 
"  cafes." 

Dr.  Clephake  remarks  (in  the 
learned  and  judicious  paper  above 
referred  to)  that  this  medicine  will 
probably  do  good  in  many  cafes, 
for  in  many  cafes  there  i?  reafon  to 
beliis'v-e  it  extremely  proper  ;  but 
that  an  indifcriniinate  ufe  of  it  will 
probably.a'gain  do  what  a  like  abufe 
formerly  did,  bring  a  good  medi- 
cine into  difrepute. 
•  PULVIS.  NITROSUS. 
Nitrous  povjder. 

•Take  of' 

Purified  nitre,  three  oimces  ; 
Salt  of  forrel,  one  ounce  ; 
Double     refined     fugar,  ten 
ounces. 
.  Let  them  be  mixed. 

This  .is  a  very  convenient  and 
agrcenble  form  of  exhibiting  nitre  ; 
for,  whiHl  the  fugar  ferves  to  di- 
vide and  difFufe  it,  it  corrects  its 
tafie,  and  the  fait  of  forrel  adds  to 
its  cooling  power. 

PUJLVIS  CARMINATIVES. 

Canni?iative  poivJcr. 
Take  of  -    .  ' 
Anifeed, 

Sweet  fennel    feed, — each  two 

fcruples  ; 
Ginger-,  onefcruple; 


Nutmegs,  half  a:  fcruple  ; 
Fine  fugar,  half  a  dram.  ',■ 
Reduce  them  into  a  powder,  foi'^ 
four  dofes. 

This  powder  is  employed  for 
expcll'nig  Jlatulencics  iirijing  from  i/i; 
digejlion^  particularly  .  thoje  •  to 
which  hypochondriacal  and  hyfte- 
rical  perfons  are  fubjeft.  It-is  l»kc^ 
wife  ufefuUy  given  in  the  gtlpei.  of 
ynting  children^  either  mixed  witlt 
their  'food  or  otherwife. 

PuLVIS  DIUftETICUS. 

Diuretic  p^jjder. 

Tal^^e  of 

•  .  ••Pu;-ified  nitre,  ten  grains  ; 
S?,lt  of  amber,  four  grains ; 
Oil  of  turpentine,  three  drops  ; 
Fine  fugar,  one  fcruple. 
Drop  the  oil  upon  the  fugar,  then 
add  the  falts,  and  grind  the  whole 
toi^ether. 

This  powder  is  a  very  efficaci- 
ous diuretic^  and  piay  be  given  to 
advantage  in  cafes  where  the  affilt- 
ance  of  fuch  forcing:  medicines  is 
required.  The  falts  fomewhat  abate 
the  heating  quality  of  the  oil,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  cool  and  relax  the 
paflages. 

PuLVIS  KOBORANS. 

Strengthening  ponder. 
Take  of 

Extraft  of  Peruvian  bark,  twelve 

grains ; 
Salt  of  fteel,  two  grains ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  one  drop  ; 
Fine  fugar,  half  a  dram. 
Having  mixed  the  oil  with  the  fu- 
gar," add  the  other  ingredien;-, 
and  grind  the  whole  well  toge- 
ther, for  two  dofes. 
This  medicine  has  a  much  better 
title  to  the  appellation  of  a  ftrength- 
ener,  than  thofe  ufually  met  with 
under  that  name  in  Dlfpenfatori- 
In  lax  habits,  debilities  of  tl^e  fierfc:..- 
f  :Jicm,  and  the  zveabieffes  peculiar  It 
clthrrftx,  it  has  generally  good  ef- 
fefts.  ■ 

PuLVIS  ad  STRUMAS. 

P ov^der  againji  the  kipg'i  <v:/. 
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.  Take  of  .  , 

iJurnt  fpdnge,  one  fcriiple  ; 

"N'ltre, 

Coralline, 

Fine  fiigar, — each  half  a  fcruple. 
"Reduce  therti  into  powder.  • 
•  ^    T^his  powder  is  recommended  in 
JcfophuloHS  dij'orders  and  olfauHions 
'  ^  the  glands.     It  is  fuppofed  to 
■  open'  and  deterge  the  niinute  I'ejfcls, 
.  add-far/y  off  the  offending  matter  by 
li'-iHe.    Dr.  Mead  informs  us,  in 
'hii Monita  Medica,  that  he  very  fre-' 
qiiently  expe?ieiiced  its  good  ef- 
.  fcfts.    He  ufcd  to  give  the /p.iian- 
titv  above  prefcribed  twice  a- .day, 
with  three  or  four  glaffes  of  the 
Icfs  compounded  lime-water  along 
with  each  dofe.     If  the  patient 
were  much  emaciated,  the  lime- 
'water  was  mixed  with  about  an 
equal  quantity  of  milk. 

PULVIS  VERMIFUGUS. 

Vermifuge  po-z\jder. 
.  Talce  of  i . 

Tanfy  flowers, 

Worm-feed, — each  three  drams ; 
Sale  of  fteel,  one  dram. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 


Take  of  2. 

Tin  reduced  into  fine  powder, 

two  drams ; 
yEthiops  mineral,  half  a  dram  ; 
Fine  fugar,  one  fcruple. 
Mix  them  well  together. 
'Take  of  3. 

Choice  rhubarb,  three  drams ; 
Scammony, 

(Jaloniel, — each  one  dram. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  pow- 
der.. 

All  thefe  compofitions  are  well 
calculated  for  the  purpofe  expreff- 
ed  in  the  title.  The  firfl:  is  given 
in  th?'  hofpitals,-  in  dbfes  of  half  a 
"dram  twice  a  day  ;  which  quantity 
contains  about' four  grains  and  a 
half  of  the!  fait  of  fteel.  The  fe- 
cond  is  divided  into  three  or  four 
dofesj  one  of  which  is  taken  every 
morning,  and  a  cathartic  on  the  day 
following.  The  third,  which  is  a 
brilk  purgative,  is  ufed  in  the 
quantity  of  half  a  dram,  after  the 
others  have  been  premifed ;  or  it 
is  taken  once  or  '^twice  a  week'  with- 
out  their  aflafta'n"C€i 
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CHAPTER  ir. 

Troches  and  Lozenges, 


TROCHES  and  lozenges  are 
conipofed  of  powders  made 
up  with  glutinous  fubftances  into 
little  cakes,  and  afterwards  dried. 
ThiS  forjn  is  principally  ufed  for 
the  more  commodious  exhibition 
of  certain  medicines,  by  fitting 
them  to  diflblve  flowly  in  the 
mouth,  foas  to  pafs  by  degrees  into 
the  ftomach.  Hence  thefe  prepara- 
tions have  generally  a  confiderable 
proportion  of  fugar,  or  other  ma- 
terials grateful  to  the  palate.  Some 
powders  have  likewife  been  reduc- 
ed into  troches,  with  a  view  to  their 
prefervation;  though  poffibly  fpr 
no  very  good  reafons ;  fince  the 
moiftening,  and  afterwards  drying 
them  in  the  air,  muft  in  this  light 
be  of  greater  injury,  than  any  ad- 
vantage accruing  from  this  form 
can  counterbalance. 

General  rules  for  making  troches. 

The  three  firfl:  rules  laid  down  for 
making  powders,  are  alfo  to  be 
obferved  in  the  powders  for 
troches. 

II. 

If  the  mafs  prove  fo  glutinous  as 
to  ftick  to  the  fingers  in  making 
up,  the  hands  may  be  anointed 
with  any  convenient  fweet  or  a- 
romatic  oil ;  or  fprinkled  with 
powder  of  ftarch,  or  with  that 
of  liquorice. 

III. 

In  order  to  thoroughly  dry  the 
troches,  put  them  on  an  inverted 
fieve,  in  a  fiiady,  airy  place,  and 
.frequently  turn  them. 

IV. 

Troches  are  to  be  kept  in  glafs 


veflels,  or  in  eartlien  ones  well 
glazed. 

TROCHISCI  AMYLT. 

Loud. 

TROCHISCI  ARABICI. 

Edinb. 
vulgo 

TROCHISCI  BECHICI  ALBI. 
Troches  of  ftarch. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Double  refined  fugar,  a  pound 

and  a  half; 
Starch,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Liquorice,  fix  drams  ; 
Florence   orris  root,    half  an 
ounce. 

Reduce  thefe  ingredients  into  pow- 
der, which  is  to  be  made  up 
into  troches  with  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  mucilage  of  gum  traga- 
canth. 

Edinh. 

Take  of 

White  fngar,  one  pound  ; 

Gum  arabic,  four  ounces; 

Starch,  one  ounce. 
Reduce  them  to  a  fine  powder,  and 

make  them  into  a  mafs  with  rofe 

water,     and   form    them  into 

troches. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  very 
agreeable  peftorals,  and  may  be 
ufed  at  pleafure.  They  are  calcu- 
lated for  foftenlng  acrimonious  hu- 
mours, and  allaying  the  tickling 
in  the  throat,  which  provoTtes' 
coughing. 

TROCHISCI  GLYCYRRHIZ.E. 
Land.  Edinb, 

TROCHl'sC?  BECHICI 
NIGRI. 
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Troches  o  f  liquorice. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Extraft  of  liquorice, 
Doiible-refrncd  fugar, — each  ten 
ounces  ; 

Gum  tragacanth,  powdei"ed, 
three  ounces. 
Rub  them  together,  and  drop  upon 
them  fo  much  water  as  will  make 
the  mafs  foft  enough  to  be  form- 
ed into  troches. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Extraft  of  liquorice, 

Gum  arabic, — each  four  ounces ; 

White  fugar,  eight  ounces.  - 

DiiTolve  them  in  boiling  water^  and 
ftrain  ;  afterwards  evaporate  the 
liquor  with  a  gentle  fire,  to  a 
proper  confiftence  to  be  made  in- 
to troches. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  defigned 
for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  white 
pectoral  troches  before  defcribed. 
In  foreign  Pharmacopoeias  there 
are  fome  other  troches  of  this  kind, 
under  the  titles  of  trocbifci  lechici 
fav'  and  rub>i;  the  former  are 
coloured  with  fafFron,  the  latter 
with  bole  armenic.  The  diffolv- 
ing  and  ftraining  of  the  extraft  of 
liquorice  and  gum  arabic,  as  now 
ordered  in  tlie  latter  of  thefe  pre- 
fcriptions,  is  a  confiderable  im- 
provement'; not  only  as  they  are 
by  thofe  means  more  uniformly 
mixed  than  they  can  well  be  by 
beating;  but  likewife  as  they  are 
thereby  purified  from  the  heteroge- 
neous matters,  of  which  both  thofe 
drugs  have  commonly  no  fmall  ad- 
mi;ct'.ire. 

TROCHISCT  de  MINIO. 
Red  leqd  troches. 

Take  of 

Red  lead,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Muriated      quick-filvcr,  one 
ounce ; 

Cru  mb  of  the  finefl  bread,  four 
ou  nces. 


Make  them  up  with  rofe-vvater  in- 
to oblong  troches. 
Thefe  troches  are  employed  only 
for  external  purp'ofes  as  efcharotics. 
They  are  powerfully  futh,  and 
require  a  good  deal  of  caution  in 
their  ufe. 

TROCHISCI  CRETiE. 
Lond.  Edinb. 

TABELL^  CAllDIALGICiE. 
Troches  of  chalk. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Chalk  pre{)ared,  four  ounces? 
Crabs'    claws,    prepared,  two 

ounces ; 
Cinnamon,  half  an  ounce; 
Double    refined    fugar,  three 
ounces. 

Rub  them  to  powder,  and  with 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic  make 
troches. 

Edinh. 

Take  of 

Chalk,  prepared,  four  ounces  j 

Gum  arabic,  one  ounce; 

Nutmeg,  one  dram ; 

Double  refined  fugar,  fix  ounces. 
Let  them  be  well  mixed  together  in 

powder,  and  with  the  addition 

of   water,    make    them  into 

troches. 

TROCHISCI  MAGNESIA. 
Troches  of  magnejia. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Calcined  magnefia,  four  ounces; 
Double    refined     fugar,  two 
ounces ; 

Ginger,  powdered,  one  fcruple. 
Rub  them  together,  and  w-ith  mu- 
cilage of  gum  arabic  make  them 
into  troches. 

Thefe  troches  are  intended  for 
relieving  pains  in  the  ftomach, 
arifing  from  acidities:  in  the  for- 
mer, the  union  of  the  acid  is  faid 
to  form  a  reflringent;  with  the 
latter,  a  purgative  fait :  according 
to  the  ftate  of  the  patient's  bowels 
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with  regard  to  coftivenefs  or  1 
ity,  one  or  other  of  them  may 
adminiftered. 

TROCHISCI  NITRI. 
Troches  of  fiitrc. 
Land.  Edinh. 

Take  of 

Kitre  purified,  four  ounces  ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  one  pound  ; 
Tragacanth,      powdered,  fix 
ounces. 

Rub  them   together,   and  malce 
troches. 

This  is  a  very  agreeable  form 
for  the  exhibition  of  nitre  ;  though, 
when  the  fait  is  thus  taken  with- 
out any  liquid  (if  the  quantity  be 
confiderable),  it  is  apt  to  occafion 
tineafinefs  about  the  flomach, 
which  can  only  be  prevented  by 
large  dilution  with  aqueous  li- 
quors. In  fome  cafes  of  difficult 
deglutition,  thefe  troches  have  been 
faid  to  be  employed  with  fuccefs. 

TROCHISCI  E  SCILLA. 
Troches  offqjiilU. 

Take  of 

Baked  fquills,  half  a  pound  ; 

Wheat  flower,  four  ounces. 
Peat  them  together,  and  form  the 

mafs  into  troches,  which  are  to 

be  dried  with  a  gentle  heat. 

This  preparation  is  ufed  only  as 
an  ingredient  in  the  theriaca.  The 
defign  of  baking  the  l^uills  is,  to 
abate  their  acrimony  ;  and  making 
it  afterwards  into  troches  feems""the 
jinoli:  convenient  way  of  drying  it. 
Common  wheat  flour  is  as  fit  for 
this  purpofe  as  any,  though  that  of 
the  white  vetch  has  been  generally 
fiirefted. 

TROCHISCI  SULPHURIS. 

T roches  of  fulphur. 
Lo7id. 

Take  of 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  waflied,  two 
ounces; 

Pouble     refined    Aigar,  fpur 
ounces. 


X-    Beat  them  together,  and  adding 
fome  mucilage  of  quince  feeds, 
form  them  into  troches. 
Thefe  troches  can  onlv  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  agreeable  fo'rmula'for 
fulphur,  no  alteration  taking  place 
in  that  fubflance. 

TROCHISCI  GLYCYRRHIZ7E 
CUM  OPIO. 
Troches  of  liquorice,  nfjith  opium, 
E-dinh. 

Take  of 

Purified  opiumj  two  drams ; 
TinftureofTolu,  half  an  ounce. 
Let  the  opium  be  well  rubbed  with 
the  tinfture,  until  it  is  totally 
diflblved  ;  then  gi;adualiy  add,  o'f 
fimple  fyrup,  eight  ounces  ;  ex- 
traft  of  liquorice,  foftened  with 
warm  water,  five  ounces. 
'     Whilft  beating  them  diligently, 
fprinkle  gradually  in  five  ounces  of 
powdered  gum  arable.    Dry  them 
fo  as  to  form  troclies,  each  weigh- 
ing ten  grains.  Six  of  thefe  troches 
contain  one  grain  of  opium. 

_  Added  to  the  elFcfts  of  thefe 
vifcid  matters  in  tickling'coughs 
depending  upon  irritation  of  the 
fauces,  which  they  relieve  by  in- 
volving acrid  humors,  or  lining 
and  dtfending  the  membranes  from 
their  llimiilus  ; — opium  mull,  moft 
undoubtedly,  have  a  confiderable 
ihare,  by  more  immediately  dimi-' 
nifliing.  the  irritability  of  the  parts 
then)felves. 

TROCHISCI  CATECHU. 
Troches  of  Catechu. 

Take  of 

Japan  earth,  two  ounces ; 
Gum  tragacanth,  half  an  ounce; 
White  fugar,  one  pound  ; 
Rofe-water,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 

jNIake  them  into  troches. 

A  preparation  of  this  kind,  with 
the  addition  of  ambergris  and 
mulk,  which  are  here  more  pru- 
dently omitted,  has  long  been  in 
fome  efttem  as  a  mild  rcjiringcnt^ 
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;&c.  under  the  title  of  Catechu. 
."Medicines  of  this  clafs  in  general 
jare  excellently  fitted  for  the  form 
.of  troches ;  for,  when  flowly  and 
igradiially  received  into  the  llomach, 
ras  this  form  occafions  them  to  be, 
:thev  produce  much  better  ettecls, 
:than  if  an  equal   quantity  were 
taken  at  once.    The  troches  of  ca- 
techu are  fufficiently  palatable,  and 
of  confiderable   fervice  in  fome 
'.i:nili  of  coughs,  thin  acrid  dcfiuxlom^ 
Sarrhsas,  &C. 

TrOCHISCI  ANTHELMINTIC!. 

Anthebiilntic  or  vjorm  fugar-ca]<es. 
Take  of  i 

Powdered  tin,  half  a  dram  ; 
Fine  fugar,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Rofe-water,  a  fufficient  quantity 
to  make  them  into  a  mafs  for 
tablets. 
'Take  of  2 
Scammony, 

Calomel, — each  four  grains; 

Fine  fugar,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Rofe-water,  a  luilicient  quantity 
to  make  them  into  tablets, 

Thefe  compofitions  are  calcu- 
Ilated  for  children,   who  are  not 
eeafily  prevailed  on  to  take  anthel- 
mintic medicines  in  Itfs  agreeable 
■forms.  If  the  firft  be  made  ufe  of, 
it  muft  be  repeated  three  or  four 
.■mornings  hicpellively,  after  which 
ia  purge  is  to  be  taken  :  the  fecond, 
iif  it  require   repetition,  is  to  be 
jgi'/en  only  every  other  morning. 
The  proportions  of  the  ingredients 
;are  to  be  varied,  according  to  the 
•age  and  ftrength  of  the  patient. 
Trochiscx  sialagogi. 


Slalagogue  troches. 

Take  of 

Peilitory  of  Spain,  half  an  oimce  ; 

Mallich,  two  drams  ; 

Oil  of  clovesand  marjoram,  each 
one  dram ; 

Yellow  wax  a  lufticient  quantity. 
Make  them  into  troches  or  pellets. 

One  of  the.fe  troches  is  to  be  oc- 
cafionally  held  in  the  mouth,  and 
chewed,  to  promote  a  difchargp  of 
faliva  ;  which  they  effeft  by  warm- 
ing and  ftimulating  the  falival 
glands. 

Trochisci  stomachici. 
Stomachic  troches. 

Take  of 

Hard  extraft  of  Peruvian,  bark, 
one  dram  ; 

Oil  of  cinnamon, 

Oil  of  mint, — each  ten  drops  ; 

Fine  fugar,  four  ounces. 
Make  them  into  troches,  with  mu- 
cilage of  gum  tragacanth. 

Thefe  troches  are  of  fervice  fof 
warming  and  flrengthening  the  fto- 
mach,  expelling  flatulencies,  and 
promoting  digeftion.  For  thefe 
purpofes  thev  are  as  effeftual  as  any 
thing  that  can  well  be  contrived  in 
this  form. 

Trochisci  suaveolentes. 
Sivect-finelliitg  troches. 
Take  of 

Strained  llorax,  onefcruple; 

Ambergris,  fifteen  grains  ; 

Mufk,  leven  grains : 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  fix  drops ; 

Fine  fugar,  one  ounce. 
Make  them  into  fmall  troches  with 

mucilage  of  gum  arable, 
i 
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CHAPTER  III. 
Pills. 


TO  this  form  are  peculiarly 
adapted  tliofe  drugs  whicli 
operate  in  a  fmall  dofe ;  and  wliofe 
riaufeousand  offenfive  tafte  or  fniell 
require  them  to  be  concealed  from 
the  palatr 

Pills  diffolve  the  moft  difficultly 
in  the  ftomach,  and  produce  the 
moft  gradual  and  lafting  effefts,  of 
all  the  internal  forms.  This  is  in 
fome  cr.fes  ot  great  advantage ;  in 
others  it  is  a  quality  not  at  all  de- 
lirable,  and  fometimes  may  even 
be  of  dangerous  confeqnence;  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  enirtics, 
tvhich,  if  they  pafs  the  ftomach  un^ 
diffolved,  and  afterwards  exert 
theinfeives  in  the  inteflines,  ope- 
rate there  as  violent  ^cathartics. 
Hence  emetics  are,  among  us, 
fcarce  ever  given  in  pills.  And 
hence  to  the  refinous  and  difficuit- 
Jv  foluble  fubftances,  faponaccous 
ones  ought  to  be  added,  in  order  to 
promote  their  folution. 

Gummy  rcjins  and  ififpiffated juices 
are  fometimes  foft  enough  to  be 
made  into  pills,  without  addition. 
Where  any  moifture  it  requilite, 
fuirit  of  wine  is  more  proper  than 
fyrups  or  conferves,  as  it  unites 
more  readiiy  with  them,  and  does 
not  fenfibly  increafe  their  bulk. — 
Liplit  (l>y  potcdas  require  fyrup, 
or  mucilages  • — and  the  more  pon- 
derous, as  the  mercurial  and  otiier 
metallic  prtparations,  thick  honey, 
conferve,  or  extrafts. 

LigJit  powders  require  about  half 
their  weight  of  fyrup, -and  of  ho- 
ney about  three-fourths  their 
weight,  to  reduce  them  into  a  due 
confiftcnce  for  forming  pills.  PJalf 


a  dram  of  the  mafs  will  make  five 
or  fix  pills  of  a  moderate  lize. 

General  rule  for  making  pills,  from 
the  Kdinburgh  Pharmacopceia. 

I. 

The  three  firft  rules,  formerly 
laid  down  for  making  powders, 
are  here  alfo  to  be  carefully  ob- 
ferved. 

II. 

Gums  and  infpiflated  juices  are  to 
be  firft  foftened  with  the  liquid 
prefcribed  :  then  add  the  pow- 
ders, and  continue  bearing  them 
all  together  till  they  are  perfedly 
mixed. 

III. 

The  mafles  for  pills  are  beft  kept 
in  bladders,  which  fliould  be 
moiftened,  now  and  then,  with 
fome  of  the  fame  kind  of  liquid 
with  vvhich  tlie  niafs  was  maile 
up,  or  with  fome  proper  aroma- 
tic oil. 

PILUL/E  ALGETIC^. 
Aloeiic  pills. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes  in  powder, 
Hard  e^traft  of  gentian,  —  each 
two  ounces. 
Make  them  into  a  inafs  with  Am- 
ple fvrup. 
PILULiE  ALOES  CO]\J- 
POSITyE. 
Compound  aloetic  pills. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes  powdered,  one 
ounce ; 

Extraft  of   gentian,    half  an 
ounce ; 
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Oil  of  caraway,  two  fcruples  ; 

Syrup  of  gingrjr,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient. 
Beat  them  t  >gether. 

Thele  coinpofitions  have  been 
in  life  for  fome  time,  as  a  deob- 
Itrucnt  in  cachetic  indifpofitions. 
They  are  adminiftered  as  Warming 
and  ttomachic  laxatives,  and  a.e 
ufed  in  jaundice,  and  in  cures  of 
obftru'iled  menfes.  They  are  fei- 
dom  given  for  full  purging  ;  but  if 
that  fhould  be  required,  a  fcruple 
or  half  a  dram  of  the  mafs  is  di- 
rected to  be  made  into  pills  of  a 
moderate  fize  for  oue  dofe. 

PILULE  de  JALaPPA. 
Jalap  pills. 

Take  of 

Extract  of  jalap,  fvvo  ounces  ; 

Aromatic  fpecies,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  to  make 
them  into  a  mafs. 

This  is  an  ufeful  and  a£live  pur- 
gative, operating  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  pulvis  ialappce  compojittis. 
One  of  the  fame  kind,  with  powder- 
ed jalap  in  fubftanoe  inftead  of  the 
extract,  is  ufed  in  fome  ofour  hofpi- 
tals,  as  a  cheap  and  efFeftual  purge. 

PlLlTLiE   E   SCAMMONIO  CtJM 
ALOE. 

Pills  of  fcammony  with  aloes. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  one  dram  ; 

Aromatic  fpecies,  half  a  dram; 

Scamnjfcny,  one  fcruple; 

Soft  extrarl  of  liq.iorice,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient  to  reduce  them 
into  a  mafs  of  a  due  confift- 
ence  for  being  formed  into 
piils. 

This  warm  purgative  is  recom- 
mended for  removing  the  crudities, 
&c.  after  a  furfeit  or  debauch,  and 
for  preventing  arthritic  and  other 
complaints  incident  to  thofe  who 
live  high.  The  quantity  above  de- 
fcribed  may  be  made  into  thirty 
pills,  of  which  five  or  fix  arc  to  be 
taken  for  a  dofc. 


PILULE  CUPRI, 

Copper  pills.  ^' 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Ammoniacal  copper,  fixteent. 
grains; 

Crumb  of  bread,  four  fcruples; 

Water  of  ammonia,  fufficient  to 
form  it  into  a  mau,  which  let 
be  divided  into  thirty-two  equal 
parts. 

This  preparation  is  confidered 
as  the  mildeft  of  the  ci.prous  fa- 
line  preparations,  and  has  been  re- 
commended in  epilcpfv,  and  hy- 
fteria,  as  a  jiowerful  tonic.  See 
CuPHUM,  Materia  Medica. 
PILUL/E  ALOES  CUM 
COLOCYN THIDE  ; 

WllgO 

PILULyE  COCCI^. 
Aloetic  pills  with  colocyntJt, 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 
Scammony, — each  two  ounces ; 
Coloiynth,  one  ounce; 
Vitriolated  kali  fulphurated. 
Oil   of  cloves, —of  each  two 
drams. 

Let  the  vitriolated  kali  fulphurat- 
ed be  feparately  reduced  into 
powder;  then  mix  in  the  oil, 
and  make  the  whole  into  a  mafs 
with  fyriip  qf  buckthorn. 

Let  the  aioes  and  fcammony  with 
the  kali  be  reduced  to  powder, 
then  the  colocynlh  rubbed  intoia 
very  ^ne  po\vder,  and  the  oil  be, 
mixed  together  :  finally  make  it 
into  a  mafs  with  mucilage  of 
gum  arable. 

By  the  diminution  of  coloquin- 
tida  in  this  prefcription,  the  ingre- 
dients are  reduced  to  the  propot.. 
tious  wherein  thev  are  fet  down  in 
the  original  of  Galen;  and  what 
i"  of  greater  confequence,  the  me- 
dicine becomes  Icfs  ungrateful  to 
the  ftomach,  and  lefs  virulent  in 
its  oj)eration.  Half  a  dram  of  the 
mafs  contains  nearly  four  grains  of 
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colnquintida,  eight  of  aloes,  and 
tight  of/cammony. 
PILUL/E  ECPHRACTICyE 
PURGANTES. 
Pttrging  dcobjirucnt  fills. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 
-   Extrad  of  black,  hellebore, 
Scammony, — each  one  ounce  ; 
Gum  ammoniaciim, 
Refin  of  guaiacum, — each  half 

an  ounce ; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  two  drams; 
Eflential  oil  of  juniper  berries, 
one  diam.  , 
Beat  them  into  a  mafs,  with  a  fuf- 
ficient    quantity   of    fyrup  of 
buckthorn. 

This  compofition  mav  be  given, 
from  eight  or  ten  grains  to  a  fcru- 
ple  or  half  a  dram,  according  as  it 
is  intended  to  keep  the  belly  open 
or  to  purge.  Half  a  dram  of  the 
inafs  contains  about  fix  grains  of 
each  of  the  capital  purgative  ingre- 
dients ;  aloes,  fcammony,  and  ex- 
Wadl  of  hellebore. 

In  the  former  London  Difpen- 
fatory  there  ufefl  to  be  a  formula 
for  the  piluUe  ecphraBica:^  pilula; 
aromatic  a  ^  which  was  one  of  the 
ingredients  in  the  ecphraftic  pills; 
the  places  of  thefe  are  fupplied,  the 
firft  by  the  pulvis  aloes  cumferro^  and 
the  fecond  by  the  pulvis  aloes  cum 
suaiaco.    See  Powders, 

PILULyE  FOtTlDiE. 

Fetid  pills. 

Take  of 
Afafoetida, 

Ruffian  caflor, — each  one  dram 

and  a  half; 
Camphor,  half  a  dram; 
Oil  of  hartfliorn,  twenty-four 

drops. 

Beat  the  camphor  with  the  afafcuti- 
da,  then  add  the  carter  and  oil 
of  hartlhorn,  and  make  the  whole 
into  a  m^fs. 

Thefe  pills  are  well  calculated 
to  coiinterad:  fpafmodic  affeftions 


of  the  alimentary  canal,  efpecially 
thofe  connefted  with  flatulence. 

pilulte  galbani  com- 
posite ; 

formerly 
PILULiE  GUMMOSiE. 
Conipoujid  galbanum  pills. 
Land. 

Take  of 
Galbanum, 
Opoponax, 
INIyrrh, 

Sagapenum, — each  one  ounce; 
Afafoetida,  half  an  ounce. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs  with  fvrup 
of  fafFron. 
PILULtE  AS^FCETID.E 
COMPOSITvE ; 

•vjdgo 

PILULiE  GUMMOSxE. 
Compound  afnfneiida  pills. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 
Afafoetida, 
Galbanum, 

Myrrh, — each  one  ounce; 
Oil  of  amber,  reftified,  one  dram,  t 
Make  them  into  a  mafs  with  fimple 
fyrup. 

All  thefe  pills  are  defigned  for 
aiitihyjlerics  awd  emmenagogues ,  and 
verv  well  calculated  for  anfwerino; 
thofe  intentions:  half  a  fcruple,  a 
fcruple,  or  more,  may  be  taken 
every  night  or  oftener.  The  fetid 
pills  of  our  former  Pharmacopoeias 
were  confiderably  purgative.  The 
purgative  ingredients  are  now 
omitted,  as  the  phyCcian  may  eafi- 
ly,  in  extemporaneous  prefcription, 
compound  thefe  pills  with  cathar- 
tic medicines,  in  fuch  proportions 
as  particular  cafes  fliall  require. 

The  following  compofitinns  are 
calculated  for  the  fame  intentions 
as  the  foregoing  deobftruent,  fetid, 
and  gum  pills. 
Take  of  i 

Afafoetida, 

Wood-foot, 

Myrrh, — each  two  ounces; 
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Oil  of  amber,  one  dram  and  a 

half; 

Syi-up  of  Aigar,  a  fiifficient  quan- 
titv. 

•Mix  and  make  them  into  a  mafs, 

according  to  art. 
Take  of  3.' 

Afafffitida,  one  dram  ; 

Martial  flowers,  half  a  dram  ; 

Oil  of  amber,  ti^ht  drops  ; 

Balfam   of    Peru,    a  fufficient 
quantity  to  reduce  them  into  a 
mafs. 
Take  of  5. 

Afafcetida, 

Gum  amraoniacum, 

Myrrh, 

Aloes, 

Ruft  of  fteel  prepared, 

Extraft  of  gentian, — each  one 
fcruple  ; 

Syrup  of  ginger,  as  much  as  will 
make  the  other  ingredients  in- 
to a  mafs. 
Take  of  4. 

Galbanum,  one  dram  ; 

Salt  of  fteel,  half  a  dram  ; 

Afafcetida, 

Aromatic  fpecies,  —  each  one 
fcniple ; 

Tincture  of  myrrh,  as  much  as 
will  make  them  into  a  mafs. 

In  hyfterical  diforders,  after 
bleeding  and  purging,  where  a  fan7 
guine  nnd  plethoric  habit  indicates 
thefe  evacuations,  chalybeate  me- 
dicines are  in  general  the  moft  to 
be  relied  upon ;  efpecially  when 
joined,  as  in  thefe  compofitions, 
with  bitters  and  deobftruent  gums. 
At  firft  taking,  they  are  apt  to  in- 
creafe  the  complaints  (as  the  expe- 
rienced Sydenham  onferves),  and 
occafion  great  diforders  both  of 
body  and  mind  ;  which,  however, 
fooM  go  off,  or  may  b'.-  relieved  by 
a  proper  dofe  of  opium  given  at 
bed -time.  A  dram  of  either  of 
the  maftes  is  to  be  made  into 
twelve  pills,  one  or  two  of  whicii 
may  be  taken  for  a  dofe,  twice  or 
ffarice  a  day. 


PILUL.^  HYDRARGYRI. 

,  EJi/i.  and  Land, 
vulgo 

PILUL/E  MERCURIALES. 

(Quickfilver  fills. 
Ediub, 

Take  of 

Quickfilver, 

Mannn, — of  each  one  ounce  ; 
Liquorice  posvder,  two  ounces. 
Rub  the  quickfilver  with  the  man- 
na in  a  glafs  mortar,  till  the  mer- 
curial globules  ceafe  to  appear, 
adding  a  little  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic  occafionally ;  afterward 
add  the  liquorice  powder,  and 
with  a  little  water  beat  it  into  a 
mafs,  and  form  it  immediately 
into  four  hundred  and  eighty 
pills. 

Lond, 

Take  of 

Purified  quickfilver,  two  drams; 
Conferve  of  rofes,  three  drams  ; 
Liquorice  fine  powdered,  one 
dram. 

Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the 
conferve,  until  the  globules  dif- 
appear  ;  then  add  the  liquorice 
powder,  and  mix  them  together. 
By  thefe  pills  we  have  one  of 
the  beft  modes  of  giving  mercury 
in  its  moft  fimple  form  ;  by  which 
means,  we  can  throw  a  larger  pro- 
portion  of  quickfilver  into  the 
iyftem,  without  producing  faliva-. 
tion,  than  by  any  other  means; 
and  upon  this  circumftance  very 
often  our  fuccefs  depends  in  ob- 
ftinate  venereal  cafes.    Of  thefe 
pills  may  be  mven  from  two  to 
four  or  fix»  in-?  day,  according  to 
the  effe'>  we  wifti  to  produce. 
PILUL/E  dc  GAMBOGIA. 
Qainboge  pills. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 

Extract  of  black  iiellcbore, 

Gamboge, 

Mcrcurius  difkis, — each  tw» 

drains  ; 
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EflTential  oil  of  juniper  berries, 

lialf  a  drnm  ; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Beat  them  into  a  niafs. 

This  is  a  firong  mercurial  pur- 
gative, in  which  the  mercurial  pre- 
paration is  not  liable  to  the  uncer- 
tainty with  which  the  crude  quick- 
lilver  is  accompanied  in  the  fore- 
going compofitions.  The  dofe  is 
from  ten  or  fifteen  grains  to  half  a 
dram.  This  lad  quantity  contains 
of  aloes,  extraft  of  hellebore,  gam- 
boge, and  mercurius  dulcis,  about 
five  grains  each. 

PILULE  HYDRARGYRI 
MURIATI  MITIS, 
Jive 

CALOMELANOS  COMPO- 
SITTE; 

vulgd 

PILUL/E  PLUMMERT. 

jMild  muriidcil  quickjilver  pills,  or 
Compound  pills  of  calomel. 
Take  of 

Mild  muriated  quickfiKer, 
Sulphur  of  antimoMV,  precipi- 
tated,— each  fix  drams  ; 
Extract  of  gentian, 
White  Spanifli  foap, — of  each 
two  drams. 
Let   the   mild    muriated  quick- 
liiver  be  rubbed  with  the  ful- 
pbnr,  and  well  mixed ;  after- 
wards let  the  extraft  and  foap 
be  added,  and  beat  into  a  mafs 
■  with  fimple  fyrup. 

Thefe  pills  have  long  been  con; 
fidered  as  a  very  ufeful  alterant, 
and  bore  formerly  a  very  high 
charadter  in  that(||^in^  of  view; 
but  it  has  been  thought  by  fome, 
that  every  good  purpofe  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  thefe  pills,  might  be 
more  readily  procured  by  the  com- 
mon mercurial  pill,  or  from  calo- 
mel in  a  more  fimple  flate. 
PILULJI  ^THIOPIC^. 
JEthiopic  pills. 

Take  of 


Quickfilver,  fix  drams; 
Honey,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Precipitated    fulphur  of  anti- 
mony, 

Gum  guaiacom  powdered, — of 
each  half  an  ounce. 
Rub  the  quickfilver  with  the  honey 
in  a  glafs  mortar,  till  the  mer- 
curial globules  ceafe  to  appear  ; 
afterwards  add  the  fulphur  of 
antimony  and   guaiacum,  and 
make  it  into  a  mafs  with  the 
mucilage  of  gum  Arabic. 
Thefe  pills  are  much  more  ef- 
ficacious than  thofe  of  a  former 
edition  ;  the  asthiops  mineral,  there 
ordered,  being  exchanged   for  a 
more  aftive  compofition.    In  their 
prefent  form,  they  refemble  Dr. 
Plummer's  pills,  defcribed  in  the 
Edinburgh  Eflays,  to  which  they 
are  preferable  in  one  refpecl,  that 
they  are  lefs  apt  to  run  off  by  flool. 
They  are  an  iifefuj  alterative  both 
in  cutaneous  and  venereal  diforders. 
One  fourth  part  of  the  quantity 
above  prefcribed  may  be  made  in- 
to fixty  pills;  of  which,  from  one 
to  lour  may  be  taken  everv  ni?ht 
and  morning,  the  patient  keeping 
moderately  warm  during  the  whole 
time  that  this  courfe  is  continfied. 

I  fliall  here  infert  fome  other 
fornnilac  of  mercurial  pills,  which 
may  be  occafionally  had  recourfe 
to,  and  of  which  the  greater  part 
has  been  kept  as  fecrets  in  parti- 
cular hands. 
Take  of  i. 
Crude  quickfilver, 
Hard  cxtraft  of  guaiacum, — each 

one  dram  and  a  half; 
Eflential  oil  of  faffafras,  twenty 
drops ; 

Venice  turpentine,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the 
turpentine,  till  they  are  perfect- 
ly incorporated.  Then  add  the 
other  ingredients,  and  reduce  the 
whole  'into  an  uniform  mafs, 
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which  is  to  be  made  into  forty 
pills.    Two,  three,  or  more  of 
thefe  may  be  taken  for  a  dofe. 
Take  of  3. 
Calomel, 

Prepared  chalk, — each  one  fcru- 
ple  ; 

Mucilage  of  gum  Arabic,  a  fuf- 
ficieut  quantity. 
Make  them  into  twelve  pills,  of 
which  the  dofe  is  from  one  to 
three. 
Take  of  3. 

Calomel,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Softer  cxtraft  of  guaiacum,  one 
dram  ; 

EfTenti.il  oil  of  laflafras,  ten 
drops. 

j^ILx,  and  make  them  into  a  mafs, 
for  twenty  pills ;  the  dofe  of 
which  is  from  one  to  fix. 
Take  of  4. 

Calomel,  half  a  fcruple; 
Camphor,  half  a  dram  ; 
Soft  extraft   of  guaiacum,  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  make 
them  into  a  mafs,  which  is  to 
be  formed  into  twenty  pills  : 
the  dofe  is  from  one  to  fix. 
Take  of  5. 

Calomel,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Venice  turpentine,  as  much  as 
will  reduce  it  into  a  mjifs  of  a 
proper 'confiftence  ;  which  is 
to  be  formed  into  five  pills,  for 
as  many  dofes. 
Take  of     '  6. 

Hydrargyrus  calcinatus, 
Purified    opium,  —  each  two 
grains  ; 

Balfam  of  Peru,  as  much  as  will 
make  them  inro  a  mafs  ;  which 
is  to  be  formed  into  two  pills, 
for  two  dofe^. 
Taks  of  7. 

Vitrioiated  quickfilver,  two 
fcruples  ; 

Purified  opium,  one  fcruple  ; 

Mucilage  of  gum  Arabic,  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  reduce 
them  into  a  mafs,  which  is  to 


be  formed  into  twenty  pills, 

for  as  many  dofes. 
The  mercurius   corallinus   may  be 
made  into  pills  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  taken  in  the  fame  dofe. 
Take  of  8. 

Calomel,  half  a  fcruple ; 
Crude  antimony,  finely  levigat- 
'  ed,  one  dram  ; 

Conferve  of  orange-peel,  as 
much  as  will  reduce  them  into 
a  mafs. 

This  is  to  be  formed  into  ten  piljs. 

The  dofe  is  trom  one  to  thr^e. 
Take  of  9. 

Calomel, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimo- 
ny,— each  five  grains  ; 

Socotorine  .iloes,  fifteen  grains; 

Balfamic  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  reduce  them  into  a 
mafs;  which  is  to  be  made 
into  five  pills,  for  as  many 
dofes. 

The  method  of  managing  thefe 
mercurial  medicines,  as  alteratives, 
is,  to  give  fmall  dofes  every  morn- 
ing and  evening ;  and  rather  pro- 
long the  time  of  continuing  their 
ufe,  than  increafe  tin?  dofe.  The 
patient  ought  to  keep  warm,  and 
drink  of  warm  diaphoretic  liquors; 
as  inlufion  of  fa(?afras,  deco6lion  of 
the  woods,  the  fimple  or  compound 
lime-water,  &c. 

PILULyE  £  STYRACE. 
Slot  ax  pills. 

Take  of 

Strained  ftorax,  two  ounces ; 

SafFroti,  one  ounce  ; 

Strained  opium,  five  drams. 
Beat  them  tocher  till  perfeftly 

united.  • 

Thefe  are  contrived  for  dKTolv- 
ing  more  fiowly  in  the  fiomach 
tiian  the  faponaceous  pilli,  and  con- 
fequently  for  producinj?;  more  gra- 
dual and  lalHiio  effects.  One  gr.iin 
of  opium  is  contained  in  five  grains 
and  four-fifths  of  a  grain  of  th» 
mafs. 
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PILULiE  P0CTORALES. 

Ptdoral  fills. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Gum    ammoniacum,    half  an 
ounce ; 

Ball'am  of  Tohi,  two  drams ; 
Flowers  of  benzoine, 
Englinif;iffron, — each  one  dram; 
Common  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 

Make  them  into  a  mafs  according 
to  art. 

This  compofition  is  very  well 
contrived  for  promoting  expeftora- 
tion,  and  may  be'ufefully  given  in 
common  colds,  and  in  difficulty  of 
breathing  proceeding  from  vifcid 
phlegm  :  the  dofe  is  from  fix  or 
eight  fjj-ains  to  a  fcruple  or  more. 
It  is  here  confiderably  improved. 
The  balfam  of  Tolu  is  introduced 
in  the  room  of  myrrh,  the  flowers 
of  benzoine  for  benzoine  in  fub- 
ftance;  and  anifated  balfam  of  Ail- 
phnr,  which  encumbered  the  old 
form,  is  omitted.  Here  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  though  feveral  com- 
pofitions  be  denominated  peftorals, 
they  are  neverthelefs  in  virtue  very 
diffimilar.  Thus  the  pedtoral  de- 
coftion,  the  fyrup,  and  the  troches, 
are  calculated  for  foftening,  lubri- 
cating, and  incraflating  thin  tick- 
ling humours ;  whilft  the  pedtoral 
pills,  the  elixir,  and  the  oxym'el, 
tend  to  ftiinuiate  and  deterge  the 
vellels,  and  attenuate  or  diflblve 
thick,  tenacious  juices. 

pilulte  aloes  cum 

MYRRHA; 

PILULiE  RUFI. 
^loetic  pills  and  myrrh. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  tu  o  ounces ; 
Myrrh, 

Saffron, — each  one  ounce. 
Rub  tlie  aloes  and  .".;>•■ ' 
ly,  Uien  make 
with  fyrup  of  f  rrieri 
JLdliiu.. 


Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  two  ounces  ; 
Myrrh,  one  ounce  ; 
Saffron,  half  an  ounce. 
Beat  them  into  a  mafs  with  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  common  fyrup. 
The  virtues  of  this  medicine 
may  be  eafily  underftood  from  its 
ingredients.    The  pills,  given  to 
the  quantity  of  half  a  dram  or  two 
fcruples,    prove  confiderably  ca- 
thartic ;  but  they  anfwermuch  bet-^ 
ter  purpofes  in  fmallcr  dofes  as 
laxatives. or  alteratives. 

PILULiE  RH/EI  eOMPO- 
SITiE; 

PILULiE  STOMACHIC^. 
Compound  rhubarb  piils. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  one  ounce ; 
Socotorine  aloes,  fix  drams; 
Myrrh,  half  an  ounce; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  one  dram  ; 
Efiential   oil  of  mint,   half  a 
dram  ; 

feyrup  of  orange-peel,  a  fufScient 
quantity. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs. 

This  pill  is  intended  for  mode- 
rately warming  and  ftrengthening 
the  ijomach,  and  evacuating  crude 
vifcid  humours.    A  fcruple  of  the 
mafs  mav  be  taken  twice  a  day. 
PILUL.'E  SCILL^; 
formerly 
PILULE  SCILLITIC^. 

Squill  pills. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Powdered  ginger, 
Spanidi     foap,  —  each  three 
drams ; 

Gum  ammoniacum",  two  drams  ; 
Frefli   dried  fquill,  powdered, 

one  dram. 
Beat  them  together, 
PiLUL/E  EX  HYDRARGYRO 
MURIATO. 
Muriated  quickjiher  pills. 
Take  of 
Muriated  quickfilvcr, 
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Purified  fal  ammoniac, — each       Pureft  gum  ammoniac,  two  oua- 

one  fcruple  ;  ces  ; 

Diftilled  -water,  as  much  as  is       Socotorine  aloes, 

lufficient  to  melt  them  ;  y^*-«.i?JMf<3amboge, — each  two* drams; 


Powder  of  marfti mallow  root, 

(Uteen  icrupks ; 
Honey,  two  drams. 
Mix  them  them  into  a  mafs,  and 
form  pills,  each  weighing  three 
grains. 

Each  ofthefe  pills  contains  about 
an  eiiihth  of  a  orain  of  muriated 
quicklilver;  which  may  be  given 
with  equal  fafety,  as  certain  eflica- 
cy,  and  are  lefs'  ofFenfive  Jo  the 
tafte  than  the  folutio  hydrargyrl  mu- 
riatic to  which  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred. 

Thefe  are  elegant  and  commo- 
dious forms  for  the  exhibition  of 
fquills,  whether  for  promoting"  ex- 
pectoration, or  in  the  other  inten- 
tions to  which  that  medicine  is  ap- 
plied. As  the  virtue  of  the  com- 
pounds is  chiefly  from  the  fquills, 
the  other  ingredients  are  often  va- 
ried in  extemporaneous  prefcrip- 
tion.  The  difference  betwixt  the 
twq  is  very  trifling:  the  foap  can  be 
of  no  great  ufe,  confidering  the 
quantity  in  which  it  is  exhibited 
in  this  compound  ;  and  the  pro- 
portion of  the  fquills  in  the  Lon- 
don formula,  is  one  part  to  eight, 
whilft  that  of  Edinburgh  is  one  to 
nine. 

PILULJE  SCILLITICiE. 

Hquill  pills. 
ILdmb. 

Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum, 
LefTer  cardamom  feeds,  in  pow- 
der, 

Extract  of  liquorice, — of  each 
one  dram  ; 

Squills,  dried,  and  finely  pow- 
dered, one  fcruple. 
Mix  them  well  together,  and  make 

them  into  a  mafs  with  fimple  fy- 

nip. 

PILUL/E  EX  ELATERIO. 

Pill;  of  clatsrium. 
Tike  o{ 


Elaterium,  half  a  dram. 
"  jMix  them  by  means  of  the  com- 
pound tinfture  of  gentian,  into  a 
mafs  for  the  formation  of  pilk, 
each  weighing  two  grains. 
Some  have  confidercd  thefe  pills 
to  confill  of  too  'many  powerful 
purgative  ingredients;  and  have, 
therefore,   advifed   the  elaterium, 
which  is  one  of  our  mod  powerful 
cathartics,  to  be  formed  by  itfelf 
into  pills,  with  extraft  of  gentian, 
confidered  as  a  coneflive  to  the 
naufeating  property  of  the  elateri- 
um.   Each  of  which  pills  fhould 
contain  half  a  grain  of  this  aiSive 
material,  one  or  two  pills  to  be 
taken  every  hour,  till  they  begin 
to  operate ;  but  it  fliould  only  be 
exhibited  in  thofe  cafes  when  the 
patient  retains  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  ftfength, 

flLUL^  OPir. 
Opium  pills. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Hard    purified    opium,  two 
drams  ; 

Extract  of  liquorice,  one  ounce. 
Beat  them  together  until  they  are 
perfe£tly  united. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Purified  opium,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Extraft  of  liquorice,  two  ounces; 
Spanifli  foap,  an  ounce  and  an 
half; 

Jamaica  pepper,"  an  ounce. 

Let  the  opium  and  extraft  be 
foftened  feparately  with  proof  fpi- 
rlt  of  wine,  and  beat  into  a  pulp, 
mix  them;  tlien  add  the  foap,  and 
the  pepper  reduced  to  powder;  and 
beat  them  well  together  into  a  mafs. 

In  the  foimcr  of  thefe  j)ills  every 
five  grains  of  the  mafs  contain 
one  of  opium  ;  in  the  latter,  n\i\c 
grains  contain  near  the  fiime  quaiv- 
lity. 
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Either  of  thcfe  wi]]  an  Aver  the 
purpofe  of  that  more  elaborate 
compound  formerly  called  piluLc 
facijic^,  of  Starke Y,  and  by  him 
communicated  to  Matthews  ;^or 
the  whole  efficacy  of  them  de- 
pended upon  the  opium  ;  for  the 
other  ingredients  were  prcfcribed 
m  too  trifling  quajitities  to  pro- 
duce any  good  etfcA.  The  foap 
here  is  fuppofed  to  promote  the 
folution  of  the  opium,  and  render 
the  action  of  the  opium  quicker 
upon  the  ftomach ;  and  the  pep- 
per probably  prevents  naufea,  and 
makes  it  fit  eafier  on  that  organ. 
PILUL^E  BACHERI. 
Backer's  pills. 

Take  of 

Kxtrafl  of  black  hellebore, 
Purified  myrrh, — of  each  one 
ounce ; 

Powder  of  carduus  benediftus, 
.Jwo  fcruples. 
Mix  them  into  a  mafs  according 
to  art,  to  be  dried  in  the  air  fill 
it  be  fit  for  the  formation  of 
pills,  each  weighing  one  grain. 
According  to  circumftances,  the 
dofes  of  thefe  pills  are  varied  from 
one  to  thirty  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day.     They  have   been  held  in 
high  reputation  for  the  cure  of  the 
dVopfv,  where  remarkable  debili- 
ty and  re  axation  attends,  on  ac- 
count of  the  tonic  and  evacuant 
power  they  were  thought  to  pof- 
fefj. 

They  have,  however,  by  no 
means  fupported  the  reputation 
they  were  faid  to  poflefs,  whilft 
confined  as  a  nollrum  within  the 
hands  ot  Backer. 

PiLUL/E  PICE^. 

Tar  pill.' 

Take  any  quantity  of  tar,  and  mix 
with  it  as  mucli  powdered  ele- 
campane root  as  will  reduce  it  to 
a   proper   tliickncfs   lor  being 
formed  into  pills. 
•■   Tiie  powder  here  m'xcd  with  the 
tar,  thou/ji  of  no  great  virtue,  is  ji 
very  ufeful  addition,  not  only  for 


procuring  it  a  due  confiftence,  but 
likewife  as  it  divides  the  refinous 
texture  of  the  tar,  and  thus  contri- 
butes to  promote  its  folution  by  the 
animal  juices.    In  the  Edinburgh 
infirmary,  half  a  dram  ot  tlie  mafs, 
made  into  middle-fized  pills,  isgivea 
every  morning  and  evening,  in  dif- 
orders  of  the  bread,  fcurvics,  &c. 
Pilule  roborant£s. 
Strengthening  pills. 
Take  of  i. 

Hard  extraft  of  Peruvian  bark, 
one  dram  ; 

Salt  of  fleel,  ten  grains  ; 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  five  drops; 

Balfam  of  Peru,  as  much  as  will 

reduce  them  into  a  mafs. 
Take  of  2. 

Olibanum,  one  dram  ; 

Styptic  powder,  two  fcruples; 

Salt  of  fteel,  one  fcruple ; 

Syrup  of  lugar,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  make  them  into  a  mafs. 

In  a  lax  ftate  of  the  fibres,  debi- 
lities of  the  nervous  fyffem,  and 
fome  decays  of  conftitution,  the  firfl 
of  thefe  compofitions  is  an  effectual 
ftrengthener  and  rcftorative.  If  ihe 
quantity  prefcribed  be  made  into 
twenty  pills,  one  or  two  of  thefe 
may  be  taken  for  a  dofe,  and  re- 
peated twice  a  day.  The  other  is 
a  Ifronger  ftyptic,  and  is  ufed  for  re- 
ftraining  immoderate  alvine  evacu- 
ations, and  fanguineous  or  ferous 
difcharges  from  the  remoter  parts. 
Take  of  3. 

Aromatic  fpecies, 

Extraft  of  gentian, — each  one 
dram  ; 

Extradl  of  Peruvian  bark,  half  a 
drain  ; 

Elixir  of  aloes,  as  much  as  will 
reduce  them  into  a  mafs. 

Thefe  pills  are  ferviceable  for 
"warming  And  Jtrengihening  a  weak 
colli  /lomacl/,  expelling  Jfatuhncies, 
and  promoting  digejVwn.  If  ten  pills 
be  made  out  bf  a  dram  of  the  mafs, 
two  may  be  taken  thrice  a  day, 
about  an  hour  before  meals. 
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Boluses, 


BOLUSES  differ  little  in  con- 
fidence from  elcftarics,  being 
only  fomewhat  differ,  lb  as  to  re- 
tain their  figure  without  fpreading 
or  falling  flat. 

This  form  is  very  convenient  for 
:the  exhibition  of  the  more  power- 
!ful  medicines,  which  require  their 
dofe  to  be  exaftly  adjufted,  as  the 
:ftronger  alexipharmacs,  cathartics, 
and  opiates.  As  bolufes  are  chiefly 
:intended  for  immediate  ufe  ;  voia- 
:tile  falts,  and  other  materials, 
'Which,  if  the  mafs  were  to  be  kept, 
'would  exhale  or  fwell  it,  are  fre- 
;quently  admitted  into  them. 

The  quantity  of  a  bolus  very 
feldom  exceeds  a  dram.    If  the  in- 
;gredients  be  of  the  lighter  kind, 
even  this  will  be  too  bulky  to  be 
co.T.modioufly  fwallowed. 

The  lighter  po'vders  are  made 
up  with  fyrup;  a  fcrupie  or  twen- 
ty-fix grains  of  the  powder,  with 
^5  much  fyrup  as  will  bring  it  to  a 
jdat  corififtence,  makes  a  bolus  fuf- 
"ficie  ;tly  large. 

The  more  ponderous  powders, 
as  the  mercurial  ones,  are  common- 
ly made  up  with  conserve  :  fyrups 
.fcarce  holding  them  together.  For 
the  teftaceo'js  powders  alio  an  ad- 
riitiou  of  conf-  rve  is  ufed  ;  though 
If  made  up  with  tWs  alone,  they 
would  be  too  bulky. 

Both  the  light  and  ponderous 
:powders  may  be  conveniently  made 
up  with  mucilage,  which  increafcs 
:he  bulk  lefs  than  the  other  addi- 
::ior.s,  and  occafions  them  to  pafs 
down  more  freely. 
TheofiicinalPharmacopceias  have 


no  formula  of  this  kind  :  moft  of 
the  following  compolitions  are  tak- 
en from  our  hofpitals. 

Bolus   alexipharm  acus. 
Alexiphar-tnac  bolu  s. 
Take  of    .         i . 

Compound  powder  of  contra- 

yerva,  half  a  fcrupie  ; 
Syru  p  of  wild  poppies,  or  faffron, 
a  fufficient  quantity  to  make  it 
into  a  bolus. 
Take  of  2. 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  half  a  fcru- 

ple;  .      .  ^ 

Confeftion  of  kermes,  as  much 

as  is  fufficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 
Take  of  3. 
Virginian  fnakeroot, 
Contrayerva  root, — each  eight 

grains ; 
Saffron,  three  grains: 
Syrup  of  meconium,  a  fufficient 
quantity  to  reduce  them  into 
a  bolus. 
Take  of  4. 

Virginian     fnakeroot,  fifteen 

grains ;  , 
Caflor,  ten  grains; 
Syrup  of  fugar,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 
Take  of  5. 
Camphor,  two  grains  ; 
Saffron,  five  grains ; 
Cordial  confeftion,  one  fcrupie. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 
Take  of  6. 
Camphor,  two  grains; 
Nitre, 

Contrayerva    root,  ■ —  each  ten 
grains ; 
N  n 
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Syrup  of  dove  july-flowers,  as 
much  as  will  make  them  into 
a  bolus. 
Take  of  7. 

Mufk,  ten  grains  ; 

Cordial  confeftion,  one  fcru- 
ple. 

Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

Take  of  8. 
Mu/k,  ten  grains; 
Salt  of  hartfhorn,  or  of  ammo- 
niac prepared,  five  grains ; 
Thebaic  extraft,  half  a  grain  ; 
Syrup  of  fatFro^,afufficientquan- 
.  rity. 

Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

Thefe  bolufes  are  defigned  for 
low  deprefled  fevers,  in  which  me- 
dicines of  this  kind  are  generally 
prefcribed,  for  keeping  up  tbc  vis 
vita,  raifing  the  pul[e,  and  pro- 
moting a  diaphortjii.  The  compo- 
fitions  differ  in  ftrength,  nearly  ac- 
cording to  the  order  in  which  they 
Hand.  The  two  laft  are  of  great 
power,  and  are  defigned  chiefly  for 
cafes  accompanied  ivith  convulftve 
fymptoms,  which  are  often  abated 
bythem. 

Bolus  ex  alumine. 

Alum  bolus. 

Take  of 

Alum, 

Extraft  of  Peruvian  bark, 
Nutmeg, — each  ten  grains ; 
Simple  fyrup,  as  much  as  will 

reduce  them  into  a  proper  con- 

fiftence  for  a  bolus. 
Or, 

Take  of 

Compound  powder  of  alum, 
Tragaca nth,— each  fifteen  grain?. 
Form  them  iilto  a  bolus,  with  fy- 
rup of  white  poppy. 
Thefe  are  very  fl'  ong  aJIriMgenfs^ 
and  ufed  with  iuccefs  in  violent 
uterine  hi^mnrrhages,   and  other 
immoderate  fecretions  which  re- 
quire to  be  fpeedily  refiramed  — 
They  may  be  taken  twice  a  day  ; 
or  if  the  flux  be  very  violent,  every 
four  or  fix  hours,  till  it  abate. 


Bolus  e  camphora. 
Ca>nphor  bolus. 

Take  of 

Camphor,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Gum  arable,  half  a  dram  ; 
Syrup  of  marflimallows,  a  fufti- 
cient  quantity  to  make  them 
into  a  bolus. 
This  is  a  very  convenient  form 
for  the  exhibition  of  camphor:  this 
drug,  however,  when  thus  given 
by  itfelf  in  large  dofes,  is  apt  to 
naufeate  the  flomach ;  and  rarely 
has  fo  good  efFeds  as  when  mixed 
in  fmall  quantities  with  nitre  or 
fimilar  fubflances,  and  frequently 
repeated. 

Bolus  e  castoreo. 
Cajlor  bolus. 

Take  of 

Cafl:or,  one  fcruple ; 

Salt  of  hartfliorn,  five  grains ; 
or  oil  of  hartfliorn,  five  drops  ; 

Simple  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan-  , 
tity.  ,  ! 

Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  medicine  is  given  in  hyjie-^ 
rical  and  hypochondriacal  diforders,  \ 
and  likewife  as  an  ahxipharmac  lu 
fevers.   Its  virtues,  which  are  great  ' 
and  unqueftionable,   feem  to  de-  \ 
pend  more  upon  the  fetid  animal 
oil,  or  volatile  fait,  than  on  the 
drug  from  which  it  takes  its  name. 
Bolus  catharticus. 
Purgative  bolus. 
Take  of  i . 

Jaiap,  one  fcruple ; 

Jamaica  pepper, 

Cryftals   of  tartar, — each  five 

grains ; 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  as  much  as 
will  reduce  them  into  a  mafs 
of  a  due  confidence. 
Take  of  2. 

Scammony,  ten  grains  ; 
Soluble  tartar,  one  fcruple  ; 
Soft  extraft  of  liquorice,  a  fuffi- 
cient quantity. 
Let  the  fcammoiiy  be  well  ground 
with  the  foluble  tartar,  then  add 
the  exira<5f,  and  mak^  them  in- 
to a  bolus. 
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Take  of  3. 
Gamboge, 

Cryflals  of  tartar, — each  eight 
grains ; 

Syrup  of  ginger,   a  fufficient 
quantity  to  reduce  them  into 
a  bolus/ 
Take  of  4. 

Elaterium,  two  grains  ;  ^ 
Extraft  of  jalap,  half  a  fcru- 
ple; 

Cryrtals  of  tartar,  one  fcruple  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 

quantity  to  make  them  into  a 

bolus. 

The  virtues  of  thefe  compofi- 
:tions  are  fufficieiitly  obvious ;  the 
firft  is  a  mild  puigative;  the  two 
laft  too  ftrong  to  be  in  general  vcn- 
itured  on;  and  rhe  other  of  inter- 
mediate decrees  of  llrength. 
Bolus  cathartigus  cOm 

mercurio. 
Purgatl'vc  bolus  -vilth  mercury. 
Take  of  I . 

Jalap,  one  fcruple  ;  ' 
Calomel,  five  grains; 
Solutive  fyr^ip  of  rofes,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient  to  make  them 
into  a  bolus. 
Take  of  2. 

Gambogf,  (even  grains; 
Calomel, 

Aromatic  fpecies, — each  half  a 
fcruple ; 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  a  fufficient 

quantity  to  make  a  bolus. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  compofitioirs 
is  a  fafe  and  mild  mercurial  cathar- 
tic :  the  fecond  is  jtoo  ftrong  for 
general  ufc. 

Bolus  or aphqketicus. 
Diaphoretic  bolus. 
"Take  of  i . 

Compound  powder  of  contra- 
ycrva. 

Crude  fal  ammoniac, — each  one 

fcruple  ; 
Simple  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 

tiry  to  form  them  into  a  bohu. 
Take  of  2. 

Antimonia!  powder,  from  two 

to  fix  grain? ; 


Conferve  of  hips,  a  fcruple  ; 

Syrup  of  fugar,  futKcient  to  form 
a  bolus. 
Take  of  3. 

Tartarifed  antimony,  from  one 
quarter  to  one  grain  ; 

Compound   powder   of  crabs' 
claws,  ten  grains ; 

Syrup  of  mnrfl]  mallows,  fuffici- 
ent to  form  a  bolus. 

The  bolufes  are  given  in  fever s^ 
and  other  ca/'es  nvbcre  a  diophoref.s 
is  to  be  promoted.  Sal  ammoniac  is 
for  this  purpofe  one  of  the  mod: 
efficacious  of  the  neutral  falts.  It 
requires,  however,  when  thus  given 
in  a  folid  form,  to  be  alhfted  by 
warm 'diluents,  frequently  repeat- 
ed ;  which  not  only  promote  its 
adlion,  but  likewife  prevent  its  fit- 
ting uneafy  on  the  ftomach. 

To  the  antimonial  bolufes  may 
be  added  any  other  of  the  diapho- 
retic fubftances,  acids  and  alkahes- 
excepted,  becaufe  the  firfl:  might 
render  the  antimonia!  powder  too 
violent  in  its  operation,  and  the 
laft  would  decompound  the  tarta- 
rifed antimony,  and  probably  ren- 
der the  precipitated  calx  inert. 
Bolus  diureticus. 
Diuretic  holus. 
Take  of  i. 

Frefli  fquills,  fix  grains  j 

Compound  powder  of  arum,  tea 
grains  ;  « 

Ginger,  five  graifts; 

Syrup  Jf  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  comi  ofition  is  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Mead,  to  be 
taken  every  morning  in  hydropic 
cafis^  for  promoting  urine..  He 
obferves,  that  in  tliefe  diforders, 
diuretic  medicines  vary  greatly  in 
their  tfFc*?!:';,  thofe  which  anfwer 
fuliicicntly  in  one  perfon,  hilling 
in  another ;  -ind  tlrit  the  fquili 
and  its  preparation?  are,  of  all 
otiicrs,  thofe  which  moft  gene* 
rnlly  fucceed. 
N  n  a 
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Take  of  2. 

Fredi  powder  of  fox-glove,  two 
grains  ; 

Cdnferve  of  wormwood,  or 
orange  peel,  one  fcruple; 

Aromatic  powder,  four  grains ; 

Syrup  of  fiigar,  fufficient  to  form 
a  bolus. 

To  be  adminiftered  twice  a  day. 

The  quantity  of  the  fox-glove 
may  be  gradually  increafed  to  as 
much  as  the  ftomachwill  bear  with 
eafe  ;  if  it  fliould  prove  purgative, 
it  may  be  joined  with  opium,  or 
•with  jalap,  if  inteftinal  evacuations 
are  neceflary  to  be  promoted.  This 
is  efteemed  by  fome  praftitioners 
to  be  one  of  flie  moft  certain  diu- 
retics, of  which  we  are  in  poflef- 
fion,  and  many  proofs  have  been 
adduced  to  prove  its  efficacy  in  hy- 
dropic cafes. 

Bolus  ad  dysenteriam. 
Boiiis  agaUiJi  the  dyfmtery. 
Take  of  i. 

The  cordial  confeftion, 
French  bole, — each  one  fcruple  ; 
Thebaic  extraft,  one  grain. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  compofition  is  excellently 
well  calculated  for  the  purpofe  ex- 
prefled  in  its  title.  Dr.  IVIead  af- 
furcs  us,  that  he  has  never  found 
anv  medicine  more  efft.£lual,  either 
lor  retraining  thcfiux,  or  healing  the 
e.vuicerated  mmthranes.  Previoufly 
to  the  ufe  of  this  or  other  like  me- 
dicines, the  firft  paflages  muft  be 
cleaivfed  by  mild  emetics  and  ca- 
thartics, as  ipecacuanha  and  rhu- 
barb. 

Take  of  2. 

Powder  of  fimarouba,  from  half 
a  fcruple  to  half  a  dram  ; 
•  Syrup  of  white  poppy,  lulKcient 
to  make  a  bolus. 

This  is  to  be  taken  tiiree  or  four 
times  a  day,  and  in  fome  dyfcnte- 
jics,  particularly  tlie  lerofa-biiiouF, 
bloody  and  niucous,  is  eileemed  a 
fpccihc,by  feveral  pra£titioners,after 
proper  evacuations  have  been  pre. 
niik-d.    Ill  old  obflinate  d)faite- 


ries  and  diarrhoeaus  brought  from 
warm  climates,  it  has  been  radical- 
ly effeftual  in  forming  the  cure. 
Bolus  emmenagogus. 
Emmeuagogue  bolus. 
Take  of  i. 

Socotorine  aloes,  eight  grains; 
Saffron,  four  grains ; 
Guinea  pepper,  two  grains ; 
Oil  of  favin,  two  drops  ; 
Conferve  of  rue,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  reduce  them  into. a 
due  confidence. 
Take  of  2. 
Salt  of  fteel,  one  grain  j 
Myrrh,  half  a  fcruple; 
Cordial  confeftion,  fifteen  grains. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 
Take  of  3. 

Black    hellebore    root,  eight 

grains: 
Frefh  fquills,  four  grains  ; 
EfTential  oil  of  pepper-mint, two 
drops ; 

Conferve  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient  to  make  them 
into  a  bolus. 
All  thefe  are  medicines  of  great 
power  for  promoting  or  exciting 
the  menftrual  flux.    The  two  firil 
are  calculated  for  lax  phlegmatic 
habits  ;  the  third,  for  perfons  of  a 
fanguine  temperament,  where  cha- 
lybeate medicines  cannot  be  borne. 
Take  of  4. 

Powder  of  favine,  from  half  a 
fcruple  to  half  a  dram  ; 
IMake  it  into  a  bolus  with  fyrup  of 
faffron  —  to  be  taken  twice  a 
day. 

Bolus  febsifitgus. 
Fchrifugc  lolus. 

Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  one  fcruple; 
Cafcarilla,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Mucilage  of  quince  feeds,  a  T.: 
ficieiu  quantity  to  make  the;, 
into  a  bolus. 
This  elegant  compofition  is  ex- 
cellently well  adapted  to  the  cure 
of  intermittent  fevers;  and  may  be 
given  in  cafes  where  the  Peruvian 
bark  by  itfelf  w  ould  be  lefs  pro- 
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pf  r.  Where  aromatics,  chal ybeates, 
bitters,  &c.  are  alfo  requifice,  they 
are  either  to  be  premifed,  or  occa- 
fionally  interpofed. 

Bolus  hystericus. 
HyfiCrk  bolus. 

Take  of 
Mufk, 

Afafcetida,  each  fix  grains  ; 

Caftor,  half  a  fcruple  ; 

Syrup  of  fafFron,  as  much  as  is 

fufficieni  to  make  them  into  a 

bolus. 

This  medicine  is  very  well  con- 
trived for  the  purpofe  exprefled  in 
its  title.  It  is  of  great  fervice  both 
in  byjierical  and  hypochondriacal 
diforders  ;  and  often  gives  relief 
in  the  deprcfjions,  faintings,  Jiatulcnt 
cboUciy  head-achs,  and  other  fymp- 
toms,  attending  them.  It  may  be 
taken  twice  a  day,  along  with  any 
fui table  liquor. 

Bolus  IlIacus. 
Liac  bolus. 

Take  of 

Cathartic  extraft,  one  fcruple  ; 

Puriiied  opium,  one  grain. 
Make  them  into  a  bolu-^. 

This  bolus  is  prefcribed  by  Dr. 
!W£AD,  for  eafing  the  pain,  and 
procuring  {tools,  in  the  iliac  paf- 
fion,  and  dry  belly-ach  ;  where  the 
irritatino  cathartics,  exhibited  by 
themfelves,  are  thrown  up  by  vo- 
mit. Th'j  ufe  of  this  medicine  i.i 
to  be  preceded  by  plentiful  b'eed- 
'ingf  and  accompanied  by  purga- 
tive clyfters  of  the  mo.'-e  aciid 
kind  ;  and  its  operation  promoted 
by  infufion  of  fena,  mixed  with  a 
little  of  the  elixir  fjlutis,  or  tinc- 
ture of  fena. 

Bolus  com  calomelane, 
Bolus  Djith  calomel. 
.Take  of 

Calomel,  from  five  to  fifteen 
grains; 

Conferve  of  rofes,  half  a  dram. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bohis. 

This  bolus  is  given  every  night, 
w  oftener,  for  raifing  a  falivation, 


in'  venereal,  and  other  diforders, 
which  require  that  herculean  opera- 
tion. It  is  likewife  taken  at  night 
as  an  alterative,  to  be  carried  off 
ne.xt  morning  by  a  cathartic — 
Mercurials  exhibited  in  this  man- 
ner have  generally  better  effects 
than  when  joined  with  purgatives 
direftly. 

Bolus  hydrargyri  vitriolati. 

Bolus  luith  vhriolated  quick-Jilver. 
Take  of 

Vitriolated    quick-filver,  fix 
grains  ; 

Conferve  of  rofes  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  is  a  ftrong  emetic,  and  gjy- 
eo  in  venereal  and  leprous  difeafes ; 
particula;^ly  in  the  cafe  ai  foul  ul- 
cers of  long  Jlandi?tg,  the  clean fing 
and  cure  of  which  are  frequently 
promoted  by  it.  The  violence  of 
its  operation  limits  its  ufe  to  robufl 
conftitutions. 

Bolus  pectoralis. 
Pectoral  bolus. 

Take  of 

Spermaceti,  fifteen  grains ; 
Gum  ammoniacum,  ten  grains; 
Salt  of  hartfliorn,  five  grains; 
Simple  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fuf- 
ficient. 

Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 

In  colds  of  Intig  fiatuting^  old 
coughs,  afhmcts,  and  beginning  con- 
fumpt'ons,  this  bolus  generally  gives 
relief;  efpecially  if  bleeding  be 
premifed,  and  repeated,  if  necefla- 
ry,  at  proper  intervals. 
Bolus  rhei  cum  calomelane. 

Bolus  of  rhubarb  "jjith  calo7//cl. 
Take  of 

Choice  rhubarb,  twenty  'five 
grains ; 

Calomel,  five  grains ; 

Simple  fyrup,  as  much  as  will 
form  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  is  a  very  mild  mercurial 
purgative.  It  is  given  to  drjiroy 
ivornis,  and  in  cachcclic,  chloroticy 
and  fimilar  diforders. 

N  n  3 
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Bolus  rheumaticus. 
Rheumatic  bolus. 

Take  of 

Extraft  of  guaiacum,   half  a 
dram ; 

Salt  of  hartfliorn,  feven  grains  ; 
Simple  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 

Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

In  chronical  rheumatifms,  whe- 
ther the  remains  of  a  rheumatic 
fever,  or  a  continuation  of  pains 
that  proceeded  at  firft  from  negleft- 
ed  colds,  this  boluj  has  been  given 
with  good  effeiJVs,  once  a  week  or 
oftener;  the  patient  keeping  warm, 
and  drinking  warm  liquors,  to  pro- 
mote its  operation  as  a  cathartic  and 
diaphoretic.  Its  ufe  ought  to  be 
accompanied  by  venafeftion — 
which  is  to  be  repeated  every 
eight  or  ten  days  as  long  as  the 
blood  is  fizy.  This  medicine  is 
likewife  exhibited  in  fciatic,  ar- 
thritic, and  other  pains  not  accompa- 
nied ivith  a  fminefs  of  lAood.  In 
thefe  it  much  more  frequently  fail§ 
than  in  the  true  rheumatifm. 
Bolus  scilliticus. 
SciHitic  bolus. 

Take  of 

Frefli  fquills,  twelve  grains  ; 

Aromatic  powder,  half  a  fcruple; 

Oil  of  pepper- mini,  one  drop. 
Beat  them  well  together  into  an 

uniform  mafs,  of  a  due  confift- 

ence  for  a  bolus. 

This  is  a  warm,  Jiimttlatitig,  and 
attenuating  meiliciue^  and  may  be 
given  to.  grea^  advantage  in  cafes 


where  the  natural  fecretions  are  ob- 
ftrufted  or  fupprefled  from  a  vifci- 
dity  or  fluggiftinefs  of  the  juices. 
The  efficacy  of  the  fquills  is  pro- 
moted by  the  additional  ingredi- 
ents, which  at  the  fame  time  warm 
and  ftrengthen  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines,  and  prevent  the  compofi- 
tion  from  being  thrown  up  by  vo- 
mit, which.this  quantity  of  fquills, 
given  by  itfeU,  would  be  in  many 
confiitutions. 

Bolus  sudorificus. 
Sudorific  bolus. 

Take  of 

Camphor,  five  grains; 
Thebaic  extract,  one  grain  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fuffici- 
ent quantity  to  reduce  them 
into  a  bolus. 
This  medicine  is  one  of  the  mofi 
effedual  fudorifics,  generally  excit- 
ing a  copious  fAveat.     In  many 
cafes  where  this  intention  is  to  be 
anfwered,  whether  acute  or  chro- 
nical, it  may  be  given  to  great  ad- 
vantage. 

Bolus  terebinthinatus. 
Turpentine  bolus. 

Take  of 

Chlo  turpentine,  one  fcruple; 

Powdered  liquorice,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Make  them  hito  a  bolus. 

This  is  a  convenient  form  for 
the  exhibition  of  turpentine,  the 
liquorice  powder  anfwering  the 
fame  intention  here  as  the  elecam- 
pane root  in  the  pilulce  pice<t. 
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ELECTARIES  are  compofed 
chiefly  of  powders  mixed  up 
with  fyrups,  Sec.  into  fuch  a  con- 
fidence, that  the  powders  may  not 
feparate  in  keeping,  thata  dole  may 
be  eafily  taken  up  on  the  point  of 
a  knife,  and  not  prove  too  ftiff  to 
fwallow. 

Eleftaries  receive  chiefly  the 
milder  alterative  medicines,  and 
fuch  as  are  not  ungrateful  to  the 
palate.  The  more  powerful  drugs, 
as  cathartics,  -emetics,  opiates,  and 
the  like,  (except  in  officinal  elefta- 
ries  to  be  difpenfed  by  weight)  are 
feldom  trufled  in  this  form,  on  ac- 
count of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
dofe  ; — difguftful  ones,  acrids,  lit- 
ters, fetidi,  cannot  be  conveniently 
taken  in  it.; — nor  is  the  form  of  an 
eleclary  well  fitted  for  the  more 
ponderous  fubftances,  as  mercurials, 
becaufe  they  are  apt  to  fubfide  in 
keeping,  unlefs  the  compofition  be 
made  too  ftiff. 

The-  lighter  powders  require 
thrice  their  weight  of  honey,  or 
fyrup  boiled  to  the  thicknefs  of 
honey,  to  make  them  into  the  con- 
fiftence  of  an  electary  of  fyrups 
of  the  common  confiftence,  twice 
the  weight  of  the  powders  is  fufii- 
cient. 

Where  the  common  fyrups  are 
employed,  it  is  necefTary  to  add 
likewiie  a  little  donferve,  to  pre- 
vent the  compound  from  drying 
too  foon.  J^ieAaries  of  Peruvian 
bark,  for  inftance,  made  up  with 
fyrup  alone,  will  often  in  a  day  or 
two  grow  too  dry  for  taking. 

Some  powders,  efpccially  thofe 
of  the  lefs  grateful  kind,  arc  more 
conveniently  made  up  with  muci- 
lages than  with  fyrups,  honey,  or 


conferve.  The  three  laft  flick  about 
the  mouth  and  fauces,  and  thus  oc- 
cafion  the  tafte  of  the  medicine  to 
remain  for  a  confiderable  time ; 
whilft  mucilages  pafs  freely,  with- 
out leaving  any  tafte  in  the  mouth. 
A  little  foft  extra£l  of  liquorice, 
joined  to  the  mucilage,  renders  the 
compofition  fufficiently  grateful, 
without  the  inconveniencies  of  the 
more  adhelive  fvveets. 

The  quantity  of  an  eleftary  di- 
refted  at  a  time,  in  extemporane- 
ous prefcription,  is  rarely  lefs  than 
an  ounce,  or  more  than  three 
ounces. 

General  rules  for  mahng  cleliaries. 

The  rules  already  laid  down  for  de- 
coftions.  and  powders  in  gene- 
ral, arc  likewife  to  be  obferved 
in  making  decoftions  and  pow- 
ders for  eledaries. 

II. 

Gums,  infpifTated  juices,  and  fuch 
other  fubftances  as  are  not  pul- 
verable,  ftiould  be  didolved  in 
the  liquor  prefcribed  :  then  add 
the  powders  by  little  and  little, 
and  keep  the  whole  brilkly  ftir- 
ring,  fo  as  to  make  an  equable 
and  uniform  mixture. 
III. 

Aftringent  eledaries,  and  fuch  as 
have  pul])s  of  fruits  in  their 
compofition,  fliould  be  prepared 
only  in  fm  ;11  quantities  at  a 
time. 

For  aftringent  medicines  lofe 
greatly  of  their  virtue,  on  being 
kept  in  this  form  ;  and  the  pulps  of 
Iruits  are  ajjt  to  become  four. 

IV. 

The  fupcrfluous  moifture  of  the 
Is  n  4 
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pulps  fliould  be  exhaled  over  a 
gentle  fire,  before  the  other  in- 
gredients are  added  to  them. 
V. 

Eleftaries,  if  tivy  grow  dry  in 
keeping,  are  to  be  reduced  to 
the  due  confiftence,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  little  Canary  wine  ; 
and  not  with  fyrup  or  honey. 
By  thefe  means,  the  dofe  will  be 
the  leaft  uncertain  :  a  circijm- 
flance  deferving  particular  re- 
gard, in  thofe  efpecially  which 
are  made  up  with  fyrup,  and 
contain  fi  large  quantity  of 
opium",  as  the  confeSlio  opiatay 
&c. 

ELECTARIUM  ad  DYSEN- 
TERICOS. 
Antidyfenteric  elc^lary, 
Edinh. 

Take  of 

Japonic  ■  confeftion,  two  oun- 
ces ; 

LocatelH's  balfam  (beaten  up 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
yolk  of  egg)  one  ounce; 

Powdered  rhubarb,  half  an 
ounce  J 

Syrup  of  marfhmallows,  a  fuffi- 
cient quantity. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  aii  elec- 
ta ry. 

This  compofition  .  is  extremely  ' 
well  contrived  for  the  purpofe  ex-- 
prefTed  in  its  title.  Aflringents  or 
opiates  by  themfelves  rarely  have 
place  in  dylenteries,  even  after  the 
firft  paffages  have  been  evacuated 
by  an  emetic  or  a  full  dofe  of  rhu- 
barb. They  eafe  the  pain  and  mo- 
derate the  flux  for  a  time,  but  the 
fliort  relief  is  apt  to  be  followed 
by  dangerous  or  even  fatal  confe- 
queiices  from  the  retention  of  the 
acrid  and  corrupted  humours.  Tlie 
rhubarb  which  the  college  of 
Edinburgh  has  now  added  from  the 
practice  of  the  infirmary,  in  good 
meafure  prevents  this  accumula- 
tion, without  much  counteracting 
the  falutfiry  elfefts  of  the  other  ma- 


terials. In  many  cafes,  however, 
it  may  be  ftill  neceflary  to  inter- 
pofe  that  laxative  drug  by  itfelf. 
The  dofe  of  the  eledary  is  the 
Jjulk  of  a  large  nutmeg,  once  or 
twice  a  day,  according  to  the  ur- 
gency of  the  fympto'ms.  One  dram 
contains  about  one-fixth  part  of  a 
grain  of  opium. 

ELECTARIUM  CASI^E. 

Elcclary  nf  cofia. 
Lond. 

Take  of  j, 
Solutive  fyrup  of  rofes, 
?ulp  of  cafia,  frelh  extracted,— 

each  half  a  pound  ; 
Manna,  two  ounces  ; 
Pulp  of  tamarinds,  one  ounce. 

Grind  the  manna  in  a  mortar,  and 
diflblve  it  in  a  water-bath,  fatu- 
rated  with  fea-falt,  in  the  fyrup; 
then  add  the  pulps,  and  conti- 
nue the  heat  until  the  whole  is 
reduced  to  the  confiftence  of  an 
eleftarv. 

Ed'uih. 

Take  of 

Pulp  of  cafia,  fix  ounces; 
Tamarinds, 

Manna,-^of  each  one  ounce  and 
a  half; 

Syrup  of  pale  rofes,.  Jix  ounces. 
Rub  the  manna  with  the  fynip,  in 
a  warmed  mortar,  and  add  the 
pulps  ;  and,  with  the  heat  conti- 
nued, reduce  the  whole  into  an 
eleftary. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  very 
convenient  officinals,  to  ferve  as  a 
bafis  for  purga*ive  elecEfaries,  and 
fimilar  purpofes  ;  as  the  pulping 
of  a  fmall  quantity  of  tlie  fruits, 
for  extemporaneous  prefcription, 
is  fufficiently  troublefoir.e  ;  t!ie  ta- 
niaritids  give  them  ;i  pretty  tafte, 
'and  do  not  fubjedt  them,  as  mi^ht 
be  expeded,  to  turn  four :  after 
ftanding  for  four  months,  the  com- 
pofition was  found  no  fourer  than 
when  firft  made  up  They  are 
likewife  ufefully  taken  by  them- 
felves, in  the  quantity  of  two  or 
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three  drams  occafiona'.ly,  for  gen- 
tly loofening  the  belly  in  collive 
habits. 

ELECTARIUM  SENiE. 
Lmfl.  Edinb. 
formc'h 

ELECTARIUM  LENTITIVUM. 
EleSiary  nf  fena. 

Take  of 

Fiis,  one. pound ; 
Senn,  eight  ounces; 
Pulp  of  tamarinds, 
Pulp  of  cafia. 

Pulp  of  French  prunes, — each 

half  a  pound ; 
Coriauver  feeds,  four  ounces; 
Liquorice,  three  ounces ; 
Double    refined     fugar,  two 

pounds  and  a  half. 
Pulverife  the  fena  along,  with  the 
coriander  feeds,  and  lift  out  ten 
ounces  of  the  powder.  The  re- 
mainder is  to  be  boiled  with  the 
figs  and  liquorice,  in  four  pints 
of  diftilltd  w.iter,  to  one  half ; 
then  ftrain  ai;d  prefs  out  the 
liquor,  and  evaporate  it  to  the 
weight  of  a  pound  and  a  half. 
In  this  diflblve  the  fugar,  fo  as 
to  make  it  into  a  fyrup,  and  add 
this  fyrup,  by  little  and  little,  to 
the  pulps ';  laftly,  mix  in  the 
powder. 

Edlnb. 

Take  of 

Sena  leaves,  eight  ounces  ; 
Coriander  fet-ds,  four  ounces; 
Liquorice  root,  three  ounces ; 
Figs,  one  pound  ; 
Pi;ip  of  tamarinds,^  . 
Calia  fiftularis, 

French  prunes,* — each   half  a 
pound  : 

Douiile  refined  fugar,  tu  o  pounds 
and  a  half. 
Proceed  as  dirc<^ed  In  the  former 
procefs. 

Thefe  eleftaries  may  be  occafi- 
onally  taken  to  the  quantity  of  a 
nutmeg  or  more,  for  loofening  the 
bflly  in  coftive  habits.   They  are 


likewlfe   frequently  employed  in 
clvfters  for  the  fame  piirpofe. 
ELEC  TARIUM  PECTORALE. 
PeJio  n!  eleSlary. 

Take  of 

Rob  of  elder-berries,  two  oun- 
ces ; 

Spermaceti  dlfTolved  in  a  fuffici- 
ent  quantity  of  yolk  of  egg, 
half  an  ounce ; 

Flowers  of  bcnzoine,  one  dram; 

Balfiimic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  rrake  the  other 
ingredients  into  an  elc6fary. 

This  is  a  very  ufeful  medicine 
in  tickling  coughs  and  common 
colds,  calculated  both  to  obtund 
acrimony  and  promote  expeftora- 
tion.  It  may  be  ufed  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  in  dofes  of  about  the 
quantity  of  a  fmall  nutmeg.  Taken 
to  the  bulk  of  a  large  nutmeg,  at 
bed-time,  it  generally  not  only  re- 
lieves the  breaft,  but  tends  to  pro- 
cure a  falutary  diaphorefis  or  fweat 
in  the  night.  It  is  here  improved 
from  former  editions,  by  fubfti- 
tuting  rob  of  elder-berries  for  con- 
ferve  of  rofes,  and  fpermaceti  for 
compound  powder  of  gum  traga- 
canth. 

ELECTARIUM  SCAM- 
MONII. 
ElcSlary  of  jcammony. 
Loud, 

Take  of 

Scammony,  in  powder,  an  ounce 

and  a  half  ; 
Cloves, 

Ginger, — each,  fix  drams ; 
EfTential  oil  of  caraway,  feeds, 

half  a  dram ; 
Rofc  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fufJ 

ficient. 

Let  the  fpices  be  ground  together, 
and  mixed  with  the  fyrup  ;  thea. 
add  the    powdered  fcamniony, 
and  afterwards  the   oil  of  ca- 
raway. 

This  eleflary  is  a  warm,  brifk 
purgative.  It  is  a  reform  of  the 
elcSlarium  caiyocjiihum  of  our  pre- 
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ceding  Difpenfatories,  a  compofition 
which  was  greatly  complained  of, 
as  being  inconvenient  to  take,  on 
account  of  thelaigenefs  of  its  dofe. 
A  dram  and  an  half  of  this,  which 
contains  fifteen  grains  of  fcam- 
mony,  is  equivalent  to  half  an 
ounce  of  the  other. 
ELECTARIUM  CATECHU; 
vulgo. 

CONFECTIO  JAPONICA. 
EleiJarv  of  catechu. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Extract  of  catechu,  four  ounces; 
Gum  kino,  three  ounces; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmeg, — of  each,  one  ounce  ; 
Opium,  dilToived  in  a  fufficient 
quantity    of    Spanifli  white 
wine,  one  dram  and  a  half; 
Syrup  of  red  rofes,   boiled  to 
the  confidence  of  honey,  two 
pounds  and  a  quarter. 
Mix,  and  make  an  elefVary. 

This  is  an  elegant  compofition, 
the  ingredients  forming  a  cordial, 
fedative,  reftringcnt  eleftary,  very 
applicable  in  cafes  of  any  fevcre 
fluxes  of  the  palfive  kind,  where 
the  conftitution  is  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  debility,  and  the  fpirits 
rendered  low.  In  active  haemor- 
rhages the  aromatics  prohibit  its 
ufe. 

BALSAM UM  CEPHALIC UM. 
Cephalh  halfam. 

Take  of 

ExprefTed  oil  of  nutmegs,  one 

ounce ; 
Diftilled  oi!  of  cloves, 
of  lavender, 

of  rofemary,-^each  half  a 
dram  ; 

of  amber,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  one  dram. 
Liquefy  the  oil  of  nutmegs  in  a 
filver  velfel  :  and,  when  taken 
from  the  fire,  mix  into  it  the 
diftilled  oils  and  the  balfam,  ac- 
cording to  art. 

This  medicine  is  recommended 


to  be  rubbed  on  the  temf  les,  and 
on  paralytic  limbs,  for  warming  the 
part  and  comforting  the  nerves; 
and  to  be  finelt  to,  lor  refrefliing 
and  enlivening  the  fpirits.  Some 
have  alfo  given  it  inwardly  as  a 
wai  fit  cordial,  in  languid  cafes,  and 
in  debilities  of  the  ncntous  fyflcm.— 
Tliere  are  abundance  of  prepara- 
tions of  this  kind  in  foreign  Phar- 
macopoeias, compofed  each  of  only- 
one  eflential  oil,  incorporated  with 
the  expreffed  oil  of  nutmegs;  which 
laft  is  to  be  previoufly  freed  from 
its  flavour  (by  dillillation  with  wa- 
ter) that  the  fmell  of  the  former 
may  not  be  injured  thereby,  lu 
the  room  of  this  prepared  febaceons 
matter,  a  mixture  of  white  wax 
and  oil  olive  might  be  ufed.  In 
the  PraHical  Chcmijiry,  a  general 
proccfs  is  given  lijr  the  making  of 
tliefe  kinds  of  preparations,  under 
the  title  of 

Balpamum  odoriferum. 
An  odoriferous  hafam. 
Take  of 
Oil  olive. 

White   bees'  wax, — each  two 
ounces. 

Put  the  oil  into  a  china  bafon, 
placed  in  a  pan  of  boiling  water, 
and  flice  the  wax  into  it.  Stir 
them  together  with  a  clean 
knife,  or  fmafl  fpatula,  till  the 
wax  is  melted  ;  then  remove  the 
velTcl  out  pf  the  hot  water,  and 
when  the  matter  begins  to  thick- 
en, drop  in  four  drarns  of  any 
odoriferous  eiTeniial  oil,  as  that 
of  cinnamon,  nutmtgs,  niacc, 
lemon-peel,  rhodium,  lavender, 
rofem.ary,  &:c.  or  of  a  mixture 
of  two  or  three  of  the  oils ;  to 
which  may  be  added  one  dram 
of  eflence  of  ambergris,  which 
will  heighten  the  fmell  of  the 
oilb  without  communicating  any 
of  its  own.  Keep  the  whole 
conftantly  ftirring,  that  they  may 
be  perfei'^ily  mixed  and  as  foon 
as  this  is  don^,  plunge  the  vef- 
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fcl  into  cold  vater,  to  prevent 
the  dilupation  of  the  eflential 
oils.  ', 

Thefe  -kinds  of  balfams  may  be 
made  of  any  colour,  fo  as  to  re- 
femble  in  this  refpeft  alfo,  as  well 
as  in  fmell,  the  vegetable,  from 
which  the  efTential  oil,  you  make 
ule  of,  was  drawn.  A  little  of  the 
pigment,  called  by  the  painters 
fap-green^  being  prcivioufly  ground 
with  the  oil  olive,  will  give  a  fine 
green  ;  —  a  Uttie  cinnabar,  a  fcar- 
let ; — turmeric,  a,  lemon  colour; — 
P ruffian  blue,  a  violet; — and  cochi- 
neal,  a  fine  purplifli  hue. 

MITHRIDATIUM,  five  CON- 
FECTIO  DAMOCRATIS. 

Mithridate^  or  the  confeBion  of 
Damocrales. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,  fourteen  drams; 
Myrrh,  eleven  drams  ; 
Agaric, 

Indian  nard,  / 
Ginger,  / 
Saffron, 

Seeds  of  mithridate  muftard, 
Frankincenfe, 

Chio    turpentine, — each  ten 

drams; 
Camels'  hay, 

Coftus,  or,  in  its  ftead,  zedoary, 
Indian  leaf,   or,   in   its  ftead, 

mace, 
Stoechas, 
Long  pepper, 
Hartwocd  feeds, 
Hypociftis, 
Storax  ftrained, 
Opopanax, 
Galbanum,  ftrained, 
Opobaifam,  or,  in  its  ftead,  ex- 

pre/Ted  oil  of  initmegs, 
Ruffian  caftor, — each  one  ounce; 
Foley  mountain, 
Scordium, 

Carpobaliam,  or,  in  its  ftead,  cu- 

bebi, 
White  pepper, 
Cr.ndy  carrot  feed, 


Bdellium,  ftrained, — each  feven 

drams ; 
Celtic  nard, 
Gentian  root. 
Dittany  of  Crete, 
Red  rofes, 

Macedonian  parfley  feed, 
Lefler  cardamom  feeds,  hulked, 
Sweet  fennel  feed. 
Gum  arable. 

Opium,     ftrained, — each  five 

drams ; 
Calamus  aromaticus. 
Wild  valerian  root, 
Anifeed, 

Sagapenum,   ftrained,-— each 

three  drams ; 
Meum  athamanticum, 
St.  John's  wort, 

Acacia,  or,  in  its  ftead,  terra  Ja- 
ponica, 

Bellies  of  Ikinks, — each  two 

drams  and  a  half ; 
Clarified  honey,  thrice  the  weight 

of  all  the  other  ingredients. 
Warm  the  honey,  and  mix  with  it 
the  opium  difiblved  in  wine  ; 
melt  the  ftorax,  galbanura,  tur- 
pentine, and  opobaifam  (or  ex- 
prefled  oil  of  nutmegs)  together 
in  another  veffel,  continually 
ftirring  them  about,  to  prevent 
their  burning.  With  thefe  fo 
melted  mix  rhe  hot  honey,  at 
firft  by  fpoonfuls,  and  afterwards 
in  larger  ^quantities  at  a  time. 
When  the  whole  is  grown  al- 
moft  cold,  add  by  degrees  the 
other  fpecies  reduced  into  pow- 
der. 

THERIACA  ANDROMACHL 
Venice  Treacle, 

Take  of 

Troches  of  fquills,  half  a  pound  i 

Long  pepper. 

Opium,  ftrained. 

Vipers  dried, — each  three  ounces; 

Cinnamon, 

Opobaifam,  or,  in  its  ftead,  ex- 
prefTed  oil  of  nutmegs, — each 
two  ounces  ; 

Agaric, 

Horencc  orris  root, 
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Scordium, 
Red  rofes, 
Navew  feeds, 

Extradt  of  liquorice,— each  aii 

ounce  and  a  half ; 
Indian  nard, 
Saffron, 
Amonnim, 
Myrrh, 

Coftus,  or,  in  its  ftead,  zedoary, 

Catnels'  hay, — each  one  ounce  ; 

Cinquefoil  root, 

Rhubarb, 

Ginger, 

Indian  leaf,  or,  in  its  flead,  mace, 

Dittany  of  Crete, 

Horehound  leaves, 

Calamint  leaves, 

Stocclias, 

Black  pepper, 

Macedoi)i;in  parfley  feed, 

Olibanum, 

Chyo  turpentine, 

"Wild  valerian  root, — each  fix 

drams  ; 
Gentian  roof, 
Celtic  nard, 
Spignel, 

Poley  mountain  1 

St.  John's  wort  >  leaves, 

Groundpine  J 

Germander  tops,  with  the  feed, 

Carpobalfam,  or,  in  its  ftead,  cii- 

bebs, 
Anifeed, 

Sweet  fennel  feed, 

Leller  cardamom  feeds,  hulked, 

Bifliop's  weed  •  1 

Harlwort  >  feeds, 

Treacle  mudard  J 

Hypociftis, 

Acacia,  or,  in  its  ftead,  Japan 

earth. 
Gum  arabic, 
Storax,  ftrained,  / 
Sagapenum,  ftrained, 
Terra  Lemnia,  or,  in  its  ftead, 

bole  armenic  or  French  bole, 
Green    vitriol    calcined, -each 

an  ounce ; 
Small  (or,  in  its  flead,  the  long) 

birthwort  root, 


Lelfer  centaury  tops, 
Candy  carrot  feed, 
Opopanax, 
Gaibanum,  {trained, 
Ruffian  caftor, 

Jew's  pitch,  or,  in  its  flead, 
white  amber  prepared. 

Calamus  aromaticus, — each  two 
drams  ; 

Clarified  honey^tliricQthe  weight 
of  all  the  other  ingredients. 
Let  thefe  ingredients  be  mixed  to- 
gether, after  the  fame  manner  as 
directed  in  making  the  mithri-, 
"  date. 

Tliefe  celebrated  elefVaries  are 
almoft  the  only  remains,  which  the 
late  reformation  has  left  in  the 
fliops,  of  the  wild  exuberance  of 
compofition,  which  the'  fuperfti- 
tion  of  former  ages  brought  into 
vogue.  The  theriaca  is  a  refor- 
mation of  mithridate,  made  by  An- 
dromachus,  phyfician  to  Nero.  The 
mithridate  itfc-lf  is  faid  to  have 
been  found  in  the  cabinet  of  Mi- 
thridates,  king  of  Pontus.  The  firfl: 
pubjifliers  of  this  pompous  arca- 
num were  very  extravagant  in  their 
commendations  of  its  virtue?  ;  the 
fr'Ticipal  of  ivhich  vjas  mace  to  con- 
fijl  in  iti  being  a  mojl  poi\:e>ful  prc- 
fervat'tve  againjl  all  kiui's  of  venom. 
Whoever  took  a  proper  quantity  in 
a  morning,  was  enfured  from  be- 
ing poifoned  during  that  whole  day. 
This  was  confirmed  by  the  exam- 
ple of  its  fuppofed  inventor,  who, 
as  Celfus  informs  us,  was  by  its  con- 
flant  ufe  fo  fortified  againft  the 
commonly  reputed  poifons,  that 
none  of  them  would  have  any  effeft 
upon  him  when  he  wanted  their  af- 
fiflancc.  But  the  notions  of  poi- 
fons, which  prevailed  in  thofe 
ruder  ages,  were  manifefily  erro- 
neous. Before  experience  had  fur- 
niflied  mankind  with  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  powers  of  fim- 
ples,  they  were  under  perpetual 
alarms  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
poifons,  and  bufied  themfelvcs  iu 
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contriving  conipofitions  which 
lliould  counterail  their  efFefts  ;  ac- 
cumuhiting  together  all  thofe  fub- 
ftances  which  they  imagined  to  be 
poflefled  of  any  degree  of  alexi- 
pharmac  power.  Hence  proceed 
the  voluminous  antidotes  which  we 
meet  with  in  the  writings  of  the 
ancient  phyficians.  Yet  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  were  acquainted 
with  any  real  poifon,  except  the 
c:cuta,  aconitum,  and  bites  of  vene- 
mous  bt'afis\  and  to  theie  they  knew 
of  no  antidote  whatever.  Even  ad- 
mitting the  reality  of  the  poifons, 
and  the  efficacy  of  the  feveral  an- 
tidotes feparatcly,  the  compofitions 
could  no  moreanfwer  the  purpofes 
expected  from  them,  than  the  ac- 
cumulating of  ail  the  medicinal 
fimples  into  one  form  could  make 
a  remedy  againft  all  difeafes. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  the  abfur- 
dity  in  the  original  intention  of 
thefe  medicines,  and  their  enor- 
mity in  point  of  compolition  ;  as 
t.hey  contain  feveral  powerful  ma- 
terials, whofe  virtues,  though  great- 
ly prejudiced,  yet  are  not  deftroy- 
ed,  by  their  multiplicity  and  con- 
trariety ;  the, compounds  have  be,en 
fo:md,  from  repeated  experience, 
to  produce  very  confiderable  ef- 
fefts,  as  ■-•^•arm  opiate  d!aphoretic5. 

The  colleges,  however,  of  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh,  paying  very 
little  deference  to  antiquity  or 
common  prejudice,  have  ventured 
at  length  to  difcard  thefe  venerable 
reiiques,  and  very  properly  ;  and 
have  fjbfiituted  in  their  room  an 
elegant  and  (Irrple  form,  equivalent 
to  them  both  in  eificacy,  under  the 
title  of 

CONFECTi'O  OPIATA; 
formerly 

l-HILOXIUM  LONDINENSE. 

Opiate  J  confeBion. 
Land. 

TAe  of 

Long  pepper, 
Ginger, 

Caraway  feeds,-each  two  ounces; 


Hard  purified  opium,  fix  drams ; 

Syrup  of  white  poppies,  boiled 
to  the  confiftence  of  honey, 
thrice  the  weight  of  the  other 
ingredients. 
Heat  the  fyrup,  and  carefully  mix 

with  it  the  opium;  then  add  the 

other  ingredients,  reduced  into 

powder. 

ELECTARIUM  OPIATUM; 

vulgo 

ELECTARIUM  THEBAICUM. 
Opiated  eleSlary, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Aromatic  powder,  fix  ounces^ 

Virginian    fnake   root,  finely 
powdered,  three  ounces; 

Purified    opium,    difiblved  in 
white  wine,  half  an  ounce  j 

Clarified  honey,  half  a  pound. 
Blix  into  an  eleffary. 

.  This  compofition  confifts  of  very 
powerful  ingredients,  and  is  doubt- 
lefs  capable  of  anfwering  every 
thing  that  can  be  reafonably  ex- 
peded  from  the  more  voluminous 
theriaca  of  Andromachus.  The 
Lojidon  college  alfo  had  formerly 
their  theriaca  compofed  of  the 
lefs  exceptionable  ingredients  of 
Andromachub's.  But  as  thefe  me- 
dicines have  for  a  long  time  been 
chiefly  employed  for  externai  pur- 
pofs,  in  the  way  of  cataplafm,  the 
theriaca  Londi7ienJi(  is  now  onlitted, 
and  its  place  fupplied  by  a  cata- 
plafm compofed  of  a  few  well  cho- 
fen  articles,  under  the  name  of  ca- 
taplofma  e  cymino,  of  which  hereaf- 
ter. For  internal  ufe,  none  of  the 
the  riacas  are  at  prefcnt  fo  much 
regarded  as  they  have  been  hereto- 
fore ;  praftitioners  havin;^'>intro- 
duced  in  their  room  extempora- 
neous bolufes  of  Virginian  fnake- 
root,  cair-phor,  contraycrya,  and 
the  like,  which  anfwer  all  tfieir 
intentions;  with  this  advantage, 
that  they  may  be  given  cither  with 
or  without  opium,  an  ingredient 
which  renders  the  others  prejudi- 
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ctal  in  cafes  where  they  might 
otherwife  be  proper. 

_With  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
opium  in  the  foregoing  compofi- 
tions,  one  grain  thereof  is  contain- 
ed in  four  drams  of  the  mithridate; 
in  three  fcruples,  fifteen  grains  of 
the  Venice  treacle;  and  in  five 
fcruples  of  the  theriaca  Thehaica. 
The  proportion  of  opium  will  vary 
a  little,  according  to  the  time  that 
they  have  been  kept ;  their  moif- 
ture  by  degrees  exhaling,  fo  as  to 
leave  the  remainder  flronger  of  the 
opium,  than  an  equal  weight  was 
at  firlh  A  change  of  this  kind  is 
taken  notice  of  by  many  writers, 
but  falfely  attributed  to  an  imagi- 
nary fermentative  quality  of  the 
ingredients ;  by  which  they  were 
fuppofed,  from  their  multiplicity 
and  contrariety,  to  be  continually 
exalting  and  improving  the  virtues 
of  one  another. 

A  good  deal  of  care  is  requifite, 
in  making  thefe  compofitions,  to 
prevent  the  wafte  whicli  is  apt  to 
happen  in  the  pounding,  and  which 
would  render  the  proportion  of 
"i^  opium  to  the  other  ingredients  pre- 
carious. The  intention  of  diffolv- 
ing  the  opium  in  wine,  for  thefe 
and  other  electaries,  is,  that  it  may 
be  more  uniformly  mingled  with 
the  reft. 

Thefe  compofitions  fully  fupply 
the  place  of  the  Confectio  D.i- 
MOCRATis,  or  mithridate;  and  of 
the  Theriaca  ANDROMACHt,  or 
Venice  treacle; — two  farraginous 
tnart'es,  which  are  very  defervedly 
banifhed  from  both  the  London 
and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias, and 
retaliied  bv  feme  others  i.ierely  to 
fljow  the  height  at  wliich  compofi- 
tions in  medicine  had  at  one  time 
arrived.  On  this  account  only, 
have  they  not  been  oblitcntrd  from 
the  prefent  edition  of  this  work. 

ELtiCTARfUM  ALTERANb. 

Jlltcrati've  elecfary. 

Take  of 


Crude  antimony,  finely  levigated, 

three  drams  ; 
Refin  of  guaiacum,  two  drams; 
Oil  of  faflafras,  fix  drops; 
Conferve  of  red  rofes,  one  ounce 

and  a  half ; 
Balfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is 

fufiicient. 
Grind  the  refin  and  the  levigated 
antimony  well  together;  and, 
having  mixed  thele  with  the  oil 
(dront  on  a  little  fugar)  and  the 
conferve,  let  the  whole  be  foften- 
ed  with  the  fyrup  into  a  due  con- 
fiftence. 

This  medicine  is  ufed  againft 
cutaneous  foulnefies,  obftrudions 
of  the  glands,  and  impurities  of 
the  blood  and  juices.  Difpenfatory 
writers  in  general  lay  the  princi- 
pal ftrefs,  in  compofitions  of  this 
kind,  upon  the  calx,  cerufs,  or 
cinnabar  of  antimony,  preparations 
which  are  far  inferior  to  the  crude 
mineral,  and  very  ill  deferve  the 
great  character  which  has  been  ufu- 
ally  given  of  them.  The  bulk  of  a 
fmall  nutmeg  of  this  eleftary  may 
be  taken  every  morning  and  even- 
ing with  a  little  of  the  fimple  or 
compound  lime-water. 

Electarium  antidysente- 

RICUM. 

Aiitidyfenteric  eleHaiy. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  three  drams; 
Spermaceti,  two  drams ; 
Conferve  of  red  rofes^  an  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Oil  of  almonds,  half  an  ounce; 
Balfamic  fyrup,  afufficient  quan- 
tity. 

Let  the  wax  and    fpermaceti  be 
melted  in  the  oil,  over  a  gentle 
fire,   and  then  mixed  with  the 
conferve  and  fyrup. 
Where  fliarp  iVritating  humours 
have  eroded    the    inteitines,  and 
laid  open  the  mouths  of  the  blood- 
vefT'cls,  this  foft  healing  elcftnry  is 
often  of  great  ufe.    It  is  faid  that 
fluxes  of  long  {landing,  contradled 
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in  the  Indies,  which  had  yielded 
nothing  to  medicines  of  the  reftrin- 
gent  kiud.  have  been  removed  by 
this,  which  fiipplies  the  natural 
iTiucus  of  the  bowels  that  the  flux 
has  carried  off,  heals  the  excoria- 
;tions,  and  obtunds  the  acrimonious 
humours. 

ELECTARIUNf   CH  A  L  YBE  ATU  M. 

Chalybeate  eU-^ary. 
Take  of  i. 

Salt  of  fteel,  one  dram; 
Candied  nutmegs, 
Candied  ginger,--each  half  an 
ounce ; 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  five  drops ; 
Conferve  of  orange  peel,  one 
ounce ; 

Balfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is 

fufficient  to  make  them  into 

an  eleitary. 
Take  of  2. 

Ruft  of  fteel,  or  fteel  prepared 

with  fulphur,  fix  drams ; 
Candied  ginger,  one  ounce; 
Conferve  of  orange  peel,  three 

ounces  ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as  will  reduce  thtm  into  a  pro- 
per confiftence. 
Take  of  3. 

Conferve  of  orange  peel,  one 
ounce  and  an  half; 

Extradt  of  chamomile, twodrams; 

Ruft  of  iron,  one  dram  and  an 
half  ; 

Aromatic  powder,  one  dram  ; 
Rhubarb,  in  powder,  two  drams; 
Syrup  of  faffron,  fufficient  to 

form  an  ele^tary. 
Thefc  elegant  chalybeate  medi- 
cines are  given  not  only  in  ca- 
ckec'tic  znd  chloi  otie'  cafes,  anti  nie>i- 
Jlruol  olJlru(lions  \  but  likewife  in 
lovj  hyjier'/c  and  melancholic  dijor- 
tiers  ■  and  fOr  vjarjnifig  and  iuv'^C' 
rating  thr  habit  in  great  debilities  and 
decays  of  conJl:tution.  In  either  of 
thcfe  int>  ntion5,  the  bulk  of  a 
fm^tll  nutmeg  is  to  be  taken  twice 
a  day,  and  its  eftedts  promoted  by 
moderate  exertifc. 


ElectaRITjm  deobstruens. 
Deohjiruent  elc6tary. 
Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum, 
Hard  foap, — each  a  dram  ; 
Powdered  fquills,  one  fcruple; 
Conferve  of  orange  peel,  half  aa 
ounce : 

Syrup  of  ginger,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  reduce  the  other 
ingredients  into  the  confiftence 
of  an  eleflary. 
Where  the  breaft  is  opprelTed  by 
thick  phlegm,  or  the  vifcera  ob- 
itrufted,  this  eleffary  may  be  taken- 
twice  or  thrice  a  day  to  the  bulk  of 
a  fmall  nutmeg  at  a  time.  The 
quantity  here  prefcribed  is  fuffici- 
ent for  fix  or  eight  dofes. 

ElECTARIUM  E  GUMMt  GUAIACO, 

F.ledary  of  gum  guaiacum. 
Take  of 

Gum  gtiaiacum, 
Compound  powder  of  arum, 
Canella  alba, — each  fix  drams; 
Conferve  of  orange  peel,  two 
ounces ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as  will  bring  them  into  a  pro- 
per confiftence. 

In  chronical  rheumatifms^  fains 
and  aches  in  general  (that  are  not 
accompanied  with  inflammation), 
and  fome  kinds  of  paralytic  numb- 
nejfcs.,  this  warm  ftimtilating  eleflary 
may  be  taken  to  the  quantity  of  a 
nutmeg  twice  a  day. 

ElECTARIUM    ex  HELiEBORO 
NIGRO. 

FJeElary  of  black  hellebore. 
Take  of 

Black  hellebore  root, 

Extract  of  favin. 

Compound  powder  of  myrrh, — 

each  h.-'lf  an  ounce  ; 
Canella  alba,  two  drams; 
Syrup  of  oran^re  peel,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  elec- 
tarv. 

'I  his  cledtary  is  employed  in  one 
of  our  hofpitals  for  promoting  the 
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natural  evacuations  from  the  ute- 
rus :  for  which  purpofc,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly a  medicine  of  great  pow- 
er. It  may  be  taken  to  the  quan- 
tity of  half  a  dram  twice  a  day. 

ELECTARIUM  JOVIALE, 
Tin  cleiTary. 

Take- of 
Pure  tin^ 

Quickfilver,— each  an  ounce. 
Let  them  be  formed  into  an  anial- 
gama — tlien  add, 
Oyfterfliells  prepared,  oneou  nee. 
Reduce  the  whole  to  a  powder. 
Mix  equal  quantilies  of  this  pow- 
der, and  conferve  of  wormwood 
together,  and  form  an  eledlary, 
with  fyrup  of  faffron. 
Two  or  three  drams  ol  this  elec- 
tary  may  be  taken  twice  a  day.  It 
has  been  cancluded,  that  the  union 
of  two  fuch  powerful  anthelmin- 
tics as  the  Jiannum  and  qnickJJlvn; 
Avas  well  calculated  to  expel  the 
taenia  ;    and    accordingly  it  has 
been  laid,  that   this  eleftary  has 
fucceeded,   when  other  remedies 
have  failed, 

ELECTARIUM  NITROSUM. 
Nitrous  ElcSlary. 

Mix  one  part  of  powdered  nitre 
very  well  with  eight  parts  of 
conferve  of  rofes  :  thcfe  form 
.  an  eleflary,  very  well  calculated 
"to  throw  into  the  habit  a  large 
quantity  of  nitre,  without  of- 
fending the  ftomach  :  hence  may 
it  be  employed  very  advantage- 
oufly  in  all  active  haemorrhages, 
particularly  in  that  of  the  lungs  ; 
or  in  any  other  cafes,  where  cir- 
cumrtances  require^  the  copious 
ufe  of  nitre. 

ELECTARIUM  PRO  GINGI- 
VIS. 

Ele^lary  for  the  gums. 
Take  of 

Powdered  myrrh,  three  drams; 
Cream  of  tartar. 
Cochineal, — of  each  one  di-am 
and  a  half. 


Grind  them  vety  well  together,  in 
a  )^lafs  mortar  :  t'len  add 
Melted  honey,  four  ounces  ; 
Powdered  cloves,  one  dram. 
In  cafes  of  fpongy  or  ulcerated 
gums,  this  application  may  be  ufed 
with   fafety,  and  fometimes  with 
advantage;  when  the  tinfture  of 
myrrh,  that  fo  long  favourite  re- 
medy, cannot  be  ufed,  on  account 
of  the  mcnftruum  in  whicli  the 
myrrh  is  diflblvcd, 
Electarium  ad  kepkriticos. 
Nephritic  eletiary. 

Take  of 

Lenitive  ele£tarv,  an  ounce  and 
a  half; 

Venice  turpentine,  one  ounce  ; 
Egglliells  prepared  [or  prepared 

oyfterfliells]  half  an  ounce  ; 
Choice  rhubarb,  one  dram  ; 
i)yrup  of  marliimallows,  as  much 

as  is  fufficient. 
DifTolve  the  turpentine  in  the  yolk 
of  an  egg,  and  then  mix  the 
whole  together,  according  to 
art,  fo  as  to  make  thereof  an 
eleftary. 

This  compofition,  taken  from 
the  Edinburgh  infirmary,  is  con- 
trived for  cleanfing  the  urinary 
paflages  in  nephritic  diforderf.  Tur- 
pentine, properly  divided  by  earthy 
powders,  is  a  fafe,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  one  of  the  moft  powerful  diu- 
retics that  can  in  thefe  cafes  be 
ventured  on.  The  rhubarb  and 
laxative  eleftary  are  very  ufeful  ad- 
ditions ;  for  the  btlly  ought  here 
to  be  always  kept  open,  though  the 
ftronger  purgatives  are  very  impro- 
per. A  dram  of  the  electary  may 
be  taken  once  or  twice  a  day,  along 
with  an  infufion  of  marflimallow 
roots,  fweetened  with  a  fpoonful 
of  honey. 

Electarium  paralyticu.m. 
Paralytic  eleflary. 

Take  of 

Muftard  feed, 

Conferve  of  rofemary, — each  one 
ounce ; 
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Compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
two  drams. 
Beat  the  miiftard  feed  with  a  little 
water,  that  the  pulp  may  be 
preffed  through  a  hair  fieve  ; 
then  mix  with  it  the  conferve 
and  the  fpirit. 

This  is  a  very  efficacious  medi- 
cine for  paralytic  dlfortlcrs,  tremors, 
aud  numuncfs  of  the  IJmhs,  the  decays 
accompanying  oU  a^e,  and  in  all  cafes 
txhcre  folids  require  to  be  fimulated, 
or  Jlu^gijh  fiagnant  juices  to  be  put  in 
motion.  It  ought  to  be  taken  every 
morning  and  evening,  or  oftener, 
to  the  bulk  of  a  large  nutmeg; 
with  a  glafs  of  rich  wine,  or  any 
proper  julep,  after  it. 

Electarium  e  cortice  Peru- 

VIANO. 

EleHary  of  Pernvia?!  lark. 

Take  of  i. 

Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces  ; 
Cafcarilla,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Take  of  a. 

Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces ; 
Virginian  fnakeroot,  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Take  of     •  3. 

Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces; 
Crude    fal    ammoniac,  three 
drams ; 

Syrup  of  lemon  juice,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Take  of  4. 
•  Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces; 
Colcothar  of  vitriol,  fix  drams; 
Simple  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 

Take  of  5. 

Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces; 
Alum,  one  ounce  : 
Syrup  of  lemon  juice,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient. 
Take  of  6. 

Extrad  of  Peruvian  bark,  one 

ounce  ; 
Extraft  of  logwood. 


Extraft  of  liquorice,— each  half 

an  ounce ; 
Mucilage  of  quince  feeds,  a» 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  reduce 
the  other  ingredients  into  the 
confidence  of  an  eleftary. 
All  thefe  compofitions  are  very 
elegant  and  efficacious  in  the  inten- 
tions for  which  they  are  defigned. 
The  FIRST  is  calculated  for  common 
iiitcrtnittcnt  fevers.,  in  the  cure  of 
which  the  virtues  of  the  bark  are 
greatly  affilled  by  the  cafcarilla. — 
The  SECOND  and  third  are  given 
in  thofe  intermittents,  which  hap- 
pen in  cacheHic  habits,  and  perfons 
fuh'ied ,  to  ohflrudliofis  of  the  vifceray 
where  the  bark  by  itfelf,  on  ac- 
count of  its  afl;ringency,  would  be 
prejudicial.    The    fourth  is  a 
good  flrcngthener  in  laxities  of  the 
folids,  and  decays  of  confitution  ; — 
and  the  Yina  2. poivcrful  f^ptic  \n. 
fluxes  and  hemorrhages,  particularly 
in  the  diabetes  and fluor  albus.  The 
bulk  of  a  nutmeg  of  each  may  be 
taken  at  a  time,  and  repeated  ac- 
cording  to  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe. — The  sixth  is  a  very  agree- 
able form  for  the  exhibition  of  Pe- 
ruvian bark  to  thofe, who  are  more 
than  ordinarily  offended  with  its 
tafte;  the  fubftances  here  joined 
effeflually  covering  its  tafte,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  coincide  with 
it  in  virtue.     The  compofition  is 
a  very  elegant  and  pleafant  one, 
and  well  deferves  a  place  in  the 
ftiops.    It  may  either  be  given  in 
the  form  of  a  bolus  or  electary,  in 
the  dofe  of  a  dram  or  more;  or 
difl"olved  in  any  fuitable  liquor  into 
a  draught. 

Electarium  purgans  acidum. 

An  acid  purgative  cleBary. 
Take  of 

Pulp  of  tamarinds,  two  ounces  ; 
Ciyfials  of  tartar,  two  drams. 
Make  them  into  an  ele£tary. 

This  is  an  ufeful  cooling  laxative, 
in  hot  bilious  difpoJUioin,  or  infam- 
malnry  difeafrs.     The  bulk   of  a 
O  0 
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nutmeg  may  be  taken  every  hour, 
or  oftener,  till  it  begins  to  operate, 
or  the  fame  quantity  may  be  taken 
once  a  day  occafionally  in  dry.cof- 
tive  habits. 
ELECTARIUM  TEREBIN- 
THINATUM. 
Terchinthinatc  eleSlary. 
Take  of 

Reftified  oil  of  turpentine,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Honey,  one  ounce  ; 
Powdered  liquorice,  as  much  as 
is  fufficient  to  form  an  elec- 
tary. 

'  This  eleftary  has  been  highly  re- 
commended in  chronic  rheumaiiftn, 
particularly  that  fpecies  called  the 
ifch{aiy  or  more  commonly  fcia- 
tica ;  and,  has  been  faid  to  cure 
where  other  powerful  remedies 
have  been  tried  in  vain.    It  is  cer- 


tainly a  good  ftimulatlng  diuretic  \ 
and  the  fpirit  of  turpentine  may  be 
introduced  into  the  habit,  in  the 
form  here  prefcribed,  in  larger 
quantity,  and  with  more  eafe,  than 
by  any  other. 

Electarium  sistens. 
Binding  cle£lary. 

Take  of 

The  Japonic  confeftion,  two 
ounces ; 

Extraft  of  logwood,  one  ounce ; 

Syrup  of  dry  rofes,  as  much  as 
will  reduce  them  into  a  proper 
confiftence  for  an  eleftary. 

This  ele<£lary  is  calculated_for  the 
relief  of  dyfenten'es,  and  other  in- 
teftinal  fluxes,  after  the  acrid  hu- 
mours have  been  duly  evacuated 
by  mild  cathartics,  &:c.  The  quan- 
tity of  a  nutmeg  may  be  taken 
every  four  or  five  hours. 
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LOH 

ALchoci,  eclegma^  linens,  or 
la^nbative,  is  a  foft  compound 
dt'figned  to  be  licked  or  Jloiuly 
Ji'jalloiveil  clov-ft,  of  a  middle  con- 
fiftence  between  a  fyrup  and  elec- 
tary,  at  lead  never  fo  thiu  as  the 
former,  nor  fo  thick  as  the  latter. 

Thefe  preparations  are  generally 
compofed  of  exprefled  oils,  mixed 
with  fyriips,  and  fimilar  fiibftances. 
In  making  them,  the  fyrnp  is  firft 
to  be  mixed  with  a  little  fugar,  and 
ther\.briflily  beaten  up  in  a  mortar, 
with  the  oil,  which  will  thus  readily 
incorporate,  efpecially  if  the  fyrup 
be  of  the  acid  kind.  Two  ounces 
of  fyrup,  a  dram  of  fugar,  and  an 
0!mce  of  exprelTed  oil,  form  a  linc- 
t\!5  of  a  due  confiftence;  which 
may  be  made  thicker  at  pleafure  by 
adding  more  oil,  or  thinner  by  an 
increafe  of  the  fyrup. 

Any  oily  fubftance,  as  fperma- 
ceti,  &c.  may  likewife  be  reduced 
into  this  fol-m  :  and  inftead  of  fu- 
gar, powders  more  agreeable  to  the 
intention  of  emollients  or  peftorals, 
may  be  ufed ;  as  the  compound 
powder  of  gum  tragacanth,  or  the 
troches  of  ftarch,  gum  arabic,  or 
liquorice,  or  conferve  of  hips,  will 
anl'wer  the  purpofe  of  forming  a' 
fmooth  and  pleafant  linctus.  But 
the  form  at  bell  is  very  unfightly 
and  difagreeable,  snd  fubftances  of 
tills  kind  render  it  more  fo. 
LOHOCH  COMMUNE. 
Common  lohoch. 

Take  of 

Frefh-drawn  oil  of  almonds. 
Syrup  of  marftunallows,  or  bal- 
famic  fyrup, — each  one  ounce; 
White  fugar,  two  drams. 

Wix  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 


CHS. 

LOHOCH  EX  AMYLO. 
Starch  lohoch. 

Take  of 

Starch,  two  drams ; 
Japan  earth,  one  dram; 
Balfamic  fyrup, 

Whites  of  eggs,  beaten  up  into  a 
thin  fluid, — each  one  ounce. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 
LOHOCH  DE  LINO. 
Lohoch  of  linfeed. 

Take  of 

Frefli-drawn  linfeed  oil, 
Balfamic  fyrup, — each  one  ounce ; 
Flowers  of  fulphur  waflied. 
White  fugar,— each  two  drams. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 
LOHOCH  DE  MANNA. 
Lohoch  of  tnanna . 

Take  of 

Calabrian  manna, 
Frefli-drawn  oil  of  almonds. 
Syrup   of  violets, — eacb,  equal 
parts. 

Mix  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 
LOHOCH  SAPONACEUM. 
Saponc)ceous  lohoch. 

Take  of 

Caflile  foap,  one  dram  ; 

Oil  of  almonds,  one  ounce  ; 

Syrup  of  lemon  juice,  one  ounce 
and  a  half. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 

LOHOCH  DE  SPERMATE 
CETL 
Lohoch  of  fpermaceti. 
Take  of 

Spermaceti,  two  drams  ; 
Frefli-drawn  oil  of  almonds,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Balfamic  fyrup,  one  ounce. 
Mix  the  fpcrmaceti  with  a  fiiificicnt 
quantity  of  yolk  of  eggs.  Then 
Go  a 
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add  the  oil  and  fyrup,  and  make 
them  into  a  lohoch. 

LOHOCH  BALSAMICUM. 

Balfamic  lohoch. 

Take  of 

Spermaceti,  two  drams ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  one  dram  ; 
Syrup   of  .marflimallows,  two 
on  nces. 

Let  the  fperrajiceti  and  balfam  be 
well  worked  up  with  a  fufficient 
quantity,  of  yolks  of  eggs;  and 
then  mix-  with  them  the  fyrup. 

LjN.CTUS  SOLUTJVUS. 

Solutive  lohoch. 

Take  of 

Conferva  of  hips,  one  ounce ; 

Solutive  fyrup  of  rofes, 

Oil  of  olive, — each  four  ounces. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 

The  principal  ufe  of  lohochs 
)s  in  diforders  of  the  internal  parts 
of  the  mouth,  fauces,  and  cefo- 
phag^is ;  as  in  aphtha,  and  tic- 
kling coughs  from  defluxions  in  the 
firft  palTages.  For,  however  they 
mav  have  been  celebrated,  under 
the  vague  appellation  of  pedtorals, 
in  atfeftions  of  the  breaft  and 
lungs,  it  is  not  to  be  expefted, 
that  their  emollient  lubricating 
quality  can  reach  thofe  parts,  or 
that  thev  can  give  any  relief  in  the 
true  pulmonary  cough.  The  flow 
m;}nner  in  \yhich  they  are  fwallow- 


eddown  renders  them  well  adapted 
to  correft  acrimony  and  irritation 
in  the  throat  and  about  the  mouth 
of  the  flomach  ;  though  the  free 
ufe  of  fuch  unftuous  compofitions 
is  foon  liable  to  pall  the  appetite. 

LiNCTUS  ACinULUS. 

Acidulouf  linens. 

Take  of 

Conferve   of    red   rofes,  two 
ounces ; 

Weak  fpirit  of  vitriol,  four  fcru- 
ples,  or  as  much  as  is  fufficient 
to  give  a  grateful  acidity. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  Hnftus  is  of  a  different  na- 
ture from  the  foregoing  prepara- 
tions, and  is  ufed  as  a  light  rellrin- 
gent  and  detergent.  It  rather 
flrengthens  than  relaxes  the  fto- 
mach,  is  fufficiently  agreeable  in 
tafte,  and  of  a  fine  red  colour.  So 
much  at  prefent  are  thefe  forms  of 
medicine  difregardcd,  that  they 
have  been  totally  rejefted  from 
both  the  London  and  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeias;  though  all  but  the 
three  laft  had  a  place  in  the  former 
editions  of  the  Edinburgh  Difpen- 
fatories.  As  lambatives  they  may 
be  ufeful  in  tickling  coughs;  ex- 
coriations of  the  fauces ;  aphthous 
ulcerations;  but  cannot  be  con- 
fidered  as  advantageous  in  any 
other  view. 
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CHAP 
Emulsions 

IN  the  foregoing  chapter,  oils 
were  united  with  watery  liquors 
called  fyrups,  by  the  mediation  of 
fugar  and  conferves,  into  thick 
unctuous  compounds.  The  prelent 
chapter  contains  mixtures  of  oily, 
refinous,  and  fimilar  bodies,  with 
water,  in  a  liquid  form,  of  a  white 
colour  refembhng  milk,  and  hence 
called  emulfions,  or  milks. 

Emulfions  have  been  generally 
prepared  by  grinding  the  oily  feeds 
of  plants,  or  kernels  of  fruits,  along 
with  common  water,  or  any  agree- 
able fimple  diftilied  water.  In  this 
procefs,  the  oil  of  thefubjeft  is,  by 
the  mediation  of  the  other  ms(tter, 
united  with  the  aqueous  fluid  ;  and 
hence  they  pofl^efs  fome  fliare  of  the 
emollient  virtue  of  the  pure  oil ; 
with  this  advantage,  that  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  not  apt 
to  turn  rancid  or  acrimonious  by 
the  heat  of  the  body,  which  the  pure 
oils  in  fome  inflammatory  cafes 
may  do. 

Emnlfions,  befides  theif  ufe  as 
medicines  themfelves,  are  excellent 
vehicle?  for  certain  fubftances  which 
cannot  otherwife  be  fo  conveniently 
taken  in  a  liquid  form.  Thus  cam- 
j)hor,  triturated  with  almonds,  rea- 
dily unites  with  water  into  an 
emulfion,  and  in  this  form  is  con- 
veyed into  tlje  rerpotcfl:  parts  of  tlie 
body,  with  fufficient  efficacy  to  an- 
fwer  intentions  f)f  moment,  at  the 
fame  time  that  its  heat  and  pun- 
gency arefoftened  by  the  unftuofity 
of  The  almonds. 

Pure  oils,  balfams,  rejins,  and 
other  fimilar  fubftances,  are  like- 
v.tfs  rendered  mifcible  with  water,' 
into  emulfions  or  milky  liquors,  by 


T  E  R  Vtl. 

ND  Syrup. 

the  intervention  of  mucilag&s.  The 
white  or  vblk  of  an  egg  unites  thefe 
bodies  alio  with  water,  but  lefs  ele- 
gantly. 

Several  of  the  gummy  refinsj  as 
ammoniacum,  galhannm,  myrrh,  and 
Others,  are  reducible  into  emulfions 
by  trituration  with  water  alone ; 
their  refinous  part  being  rendered 
diflbluble  by  the  mediation  of  the 
gummy. 

LAC  AMYGDALA, 

formcrJv 

EMULSIO  COMlMUNIS. 
Almond  niilk. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Sweet  almonds  blanched,  one 

ounce  and  a  half ; 
Double-refined  fugar,  foTirdrams  3 
Diftilied  water,  two  pints. 
Beat  the  almonds  with  fugar,  then 
rubbing  them  well  together,  add 
the  water  by  degrees,  and  llraiit 
the  liquor. 
EMULSIO  COMMUNIS. 
Common  emtdjion. 
Edinh. 

Take  of 

Sweet  almonds,  one  ounce; 
Water,  two  pounds  and  a  half. 
Blanch  the  almonds,  and  beat  them 
'in  a  ftone  mortar,  and  gradually 
pour  upon  them  the  water;  and 
flrain  ofi^  the  liquor. 
If,  whilft  the  almonds  are  beating, 
two  ounces  of  mucilasie  of  eum 
arabic  be  added,  the  preparation 
is  called  EMULSIO  ARABICA, 
the  Arabic  or.uljian. 
Great  care  fliould  be  taken,  that 
the  almonds  are  not  become  rancid 
by  keeping  ;  which  will  not  only 
render  the  emulfion  extrenielv  un- 
O  o  3 
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plcafant,  a  circumftance  of  great 
confeqiieiicc  in  a  medicine  that  re- 
quires to  be  taken  in  large  quan- 
tities, but  likevvife  give  it  injurious 
qualities  little  expefted  from  pre- 
parations of  this  clafs.  Thefe  li- 
quors are  principally  made  ufe  of 
for  diluting  and  obtuniling  acrimoitious 
humours;  particularly  in  heat  of 
urine  and  Jlranguries  arifing  either 
from  a  natural  fliarpnefs  of  the 
juices,  or  the  operation  of  cantha- 
rides,  or  other  irritating  medicines. 
In  thefe  cafes,  thev  are  to  be  drunk 
frequently,  in  the  quantity  of  half 
a  pint  or  more  at  a  time. 

Some  have  ordered  emulfions  to 
be  boiled,  with  a  view  to  deprive 
them  of  fome  imaginary  crudity  ; 
but  by  this  procefs  they  quickly 
ceafe  to  be  emulfions ;  the  oil  fepa- 
rating  from  the  water,  and  floating 
diftinft  upon  the  furface;  Acids, 
and  vinous  fpirits,  produce  a  like 
decompofition.  On  (landing  alfo 
for  fome  days,  without  addition, 
the  oily  matter  feparates,  and  rifes 
to  the  top,  not  in  its  pure  form,  but 
in  that  of  a  thick  cream.  Thefe 
experiments  prove  the  compofition 
of  the  emulfions  made  from  the 
oily  feeds  of  kernels,  and  at  the 
to  C^me  timepoint  out  fome  cautions 
be  attended  to  in  their  preparation 
and\ife. 

Thefe  emulfions  are  to  be  con- 
fidercd  as  pofTeffing  nearly  the  fame 
qualities ;  but  that  with  the  gum 
arabic  certainly  pofTefles  a  much 
greater  demulcent  power. 
EMULSIO  CAMPHORATA. 
Camphorated  emulfwn, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Camphor,  onefcruple; 

Sweet  almonds,  ten  in  number; 

Double-refined  fugar,  one  dram  ; 

Water,  fix  ounces. 
Grind  the  camphor  and  almonds 

well  together  in  a  flone  mortar, 

and  add  by  degrees  the  water. 


Then  drain  the  liquor,  and  dif- 
folve  in  it  the  fugar. 
This  is  a  very  commodious  form 
for  the  exhibition  of  camphor  ;  the 
unduous  quality  of  the  almonds  in  ' 
great  meafure  covering  its  pun- 
gency. In  fevers  that  require  the 
al]ifl:ance  of  this  powerful  diapho- 
retic drug,  a  fpoonful  of  the  emul- 
fion  may  be  taken  every  three  or 
four  hours. 

LAC  AMMONIACI. 
Milk  of  ammomacum. 
hond. 

Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum,  two  drams ; 

Diftilled  water,  half  a  pint. 
Grind  the  gum-refin    with  the 

water,  in  a  mortar,  until  the  gum 

be  diflblv«d. 

This  liquor  is  employed  for  at- 
tenuating tough  phlegm^  and  pi-ojnoting 
expcHoration^  in  the  humoural  afth- 
mas,  coughs,  and  obftru<5lions  of 
the  vi-fcera.  It  may  be  given  to 
the  quantity  of  two  fpoonfuls  twice 
a  day. 

In  the  fame  manner  mav  be  made 
the  LAC  AS/EFCETIDyE,  and  of 
the  other  gum-refins.  The  milk  of 
afafcetida  is  ufed  in  fpafmodic,  hy- 
fterical,and  other  nervous  affections; 
and  not  only  given  internally  but  in 
the  form  of  glyfter,  particularly  in 
NERVOUS  ASTHMA.  It  is  faid  to 
anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  as  when 
given  in  fubftance. 

All,  even  the  pureft,  refinous 
fubftances,  by  an  addition  of  gum 
or  mucilage,  may  be  formed  into 
emulfions.  They  may  be  alfo  made 
mifcible  with  water,  by  triturating 
them  with  a  few  drops  of  -aater  of 
kali.  -  Or  the  mafs  which  thus  be- 
comes faponaceous,  may  be  con- 
veniently exhibited  pills. 

EMULStO  PURGANS. 

A  puJ^ging  ctmdjmt. 

Take  of 

Sweet  almonds,  blanched,  two 
drams ; 
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Fine  fugar,  one  dram  ; 
Gum  Arabic,  hatf  a  dram; 
Scammony,  ten  grains; 
Simple  cinnamon  water,  one 
ounce. 

Diflblve  the  gum  in  the  cinnamon 
water,  and,  having  ground  the 
fcammony   with  almonds  and 
fugar,  pour  on  the  liquor  by  lit- 
tle at  a  time,  continuing  to  grind 
them  together,  fo  as  tO  make  ^ 
them  into  an  emulfion. 
This  emulfion   is  an  agreeable 
and  effedual  purgative.    It  may  be 
prepared   with   different  propor- 
tions of  the  fcammony,  atpleafure  : 
other  furgative  refins,    as  that  of 
jalap,  may   be  fubftituted  to  the 
fcammony;  a  proper  quantity  of 
any  fyrup  to  the  fugar  ;  and  to  the 
cinnamon  water,  any  other  fimple 
w^er  that  may  be  more  acceptable  : 
but  fpirituous  waters,  for  reafons 
already  mentioned,  have  no  place. 
Some  Have  employed  an  infufion 
of  liquorice,  which  appears  to  be 
a  very  proper  addition  in  thefe 
kinds  of  preparations,  as  it  coin- 
cides with  the  almonds  in  correct- 
ing the  irritating  power  of  the  pur- 
gative material. 

EMULSIO  OLEOSA  SIMPLEX. 

Simple  ijdy  emulfion. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  almonds, 

Syrup  of  marfh  mallows, — each, 

one  ounce  and  a  half; 
Didilled  water,  feven  ounces. 
Mix — ar,d  if  one  dram  of  ammonia 
prepared  is  added,  the  EMUL- 
SIO  OLEOSA  VOL  ATI  LIS 
will  1)6  formed  ;  or  this  may  be 
done  by  adding  a  fudicient  quan- 
tity of  ammonia. 
Where  pure  oil  is  not  apt  to  fit 
eafy  on  the  ftomach,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  alk'    this  inconvenience  is 
often  remedied,  and  the  medicine 
rendered  ufefui  in  coughs, /toatfenefs, 
and  fimilar  affedions,  where  no 
circumftances  occur  to  prevent  the 
Vife  of  vi/latilti. 


Emulsio  oleosa. 
Oily  emulfion. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  a  quarter  of  a  pint; 
Spirit  of  hartfliorn,  two  drams; 
Simple  pennyroyal  water,  twelve 
ounces  ; 

Peftoral  fyrup,  an  ounce  and  a 
half. 

Mix  them  together. 

This  compofition  is  often  ufed 
againft  recent  colds,  for  alleviating 
■4 he  cough,  and  promoting  expeSioraiion. 
Where  the  complaints  are  of  long 
(landing,  thefe  kinds  of  medicines 
have  no  place  ;  nor  is  their  ufe  in 
any  cafe  to  be  long  continued,  as 
they  relax  the  ftomach,  pall  the  ap- 
petite, and  increafe  the  diforder. 

A  much  more  elegant  oily  emul- 
fion, for  all  the  intentions  in  which 
the  fimple  lubricating  quality  of 
exprefled  oils  is  wanted,  may  be 
prepared  in  the  following  manner. 
Take  an  ounce  of  powdered  gum 
Arabic,  and  the  fiime  quantity  of 
common  water.  DifTolve  the  gum 
in  the  water,  that  it  may  form 
a  thick  mucilage;  to  which  add 
by  degrees  four  ounces  of  frefli- 
drawn  oil  of  almonds,  rubbing 
them  well  together  in  a  mortnr 
tillthey  incorporate  into  afmooth 
white  mafs.    Then  pour  in  by 
little  and  little,  continuing  the 
agitation,  four  ounces  of  com- 
mon water ;  to  which  may  b« 
added  nutm^eg  water,  rofe  water, 
and  fimple  fyrup,  of  each  two 
oj^ces. 

Tnkappears  to  be  the  pleafanteft 
form,  that  oils  can  be  givtn  in. 
The  union  is  alfo  more  perfect,  and 
the  oil  lefs  difpofed  to  feparate  on 
(landing,  than  in  the  emulfions  ob- 
tained by  other  means.  Even  ftrong 
acids  added  to  this  emulfion  pro- 
duce no  dccomj)ofition  in  it.  But 
alkalies  can  have  no  place  in  this 
form.  For  thefe,  as  wehaveobfcrvcd 
upon  another  occafion,  precipitate 
pure  gums  themfclvcs  from  water. 
O  o  4 
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Emulsto  spermatis  ceti. 
Emul/ion  of  fpermaceti. 
Take  equal  parts  of  fpermaceti  and 
of  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic.  Rub 
them  together  in  a  itiortar  till 
they  are  incorporated  into  a  thick 
mafs,  which  may  be  diluted  at 
pleafure  with  water,  as  in  the 
foregoing  procefs. 
Emulfions  of  fpermaceti,  or  fper- 
maceti draughts,  are  commonly  pre- 
pared by  means  of  yolks  of  eggs  ; 
and  are  fufficiently  uniform.  Thofe 
made'  with  mucilage,  as  here  di- 
rected, have  this  advantage,  that 
they  are  lefs  d-ifagreeable  in  tafte, 
and  not  liable   to   grow  rancid. 
The  mixture  of  the  fpermaceti  and 
mucilage  may  be  kept,  for  many 
days,  in  a  ftate  fit  for  being  diluted, 
by  gradual  additions  of  water,  into 
a  fmooth  emulfion. 

Emulsio  cum  aro. 
Emul/ion  ivith  arum  root. 
Take  of 
.  Frefli  arum  root, 
Gum  Arabic, — each,  two  drams; 
Spermaceti,  two  fcruples; 
Common  water,  five  ounces  ; 
Nutmeg  water. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,— 'each,  half 
an  ounce. 
DifTolve  the  gum  Arabic,  with  a 
part  of  the  water,  into  a  muci- 
lage, which  is  to  be  beaten  with 
the  fpermaceti  into  a  fmooth 
pafte. 

To  this  add  the  arum  root,  pre- 
vioufly  beaten  by  itfelf  into  a 
pulp;  and  rub  them  well  toge- 


ther that  they  may  be  thoroughly 
mixed.  Then  gradually  pour  in 
the  waters  and  the  fyrup. 
Frefli  arum  root  may  be  taken 
in  this  form  without  the  lead  in- 
convenience from  the  pungency, 
with  which  the  root  itfelf  fo  vio- 
lently affefts  the  mouth,  I  have 
given  a  fpoonful  of  the  emulfion 
every  fix  hours,  or  oftener,  in  cafes 
of  tlie  rheumnttc  kind,  and  gene- 
rally with  great  benefit.  The 
more  immediate  effeft  experienced 
from  it  was  that  of  warming  the 
ftomach,  and  promoting  fweat, 
which  in  fome  inftances  it  did  pro- 
fufely. 

SYRUPUS  HYDRARGYRI. 

Syrup  of  quickflver. 

Take  of 

Purified  quickfilver,  one  dram  ; 
Gum  arabic,  three  drams  ; 
Rofe-water,  as  much  as  is  fufli- 

cient  for  reducing  the  gum 

into  a  mucus. 
Let  them  be  rubbed  in  a  mar- 
ble mortar  till  the  quickfil- 
ver totally  difappears ;  then,  by 
degrees,  mix  w  ith  it  four  ounces 
of  fimple  fyrup. 

This,  when  it  is  properly  pre- 
pared, is  an  agreeable  preparation 
for  children,  where  the  ftate  of 
their  health  requires  the  ufe  of 
mercurials,  as  alteratives  ;  it  is  one 
of  the  mildeft  fort,  nor  is  apt  to 
falivate,  or  pafs  off  too  freely  by 
the  bowels,  .  The  Syrupus  papa- 
veris  alii  is  preferable  to  rofe- 
water  for  forming  the  mucus. 
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Juleps,  Mixtures,  and  Draughts. 


BY  JULEP  is  commonly  undei^- 
ftood  an  agreeable  liquor,  de- 
ligned  as  a  vehicle  for  medicines  of 
greater  efficacy,  or  to  be  drank  after 
them,  or  taken  occafionally  as  an 
auxiliarv.  In  this  li^ht  their  bafis 
IS  generally  common  water,  or  a 
fimple  diftilled  water,  with  one- 
fourth  or  one-third  its  quantity  of 
a  diftilled  fpirituous  water:  this 
mixure  is  fweetened  with  fugar,  or 
any  proper  fyrup,  or  acidulated 
with  vegetable  or  mineral  acids,  or 
impK-gnated  with  other  medicines 
hiitableto  the  intention ;  care  being 
taken  that  thefe  additions  be  fuch, 
as  will  not  render  the  compound 
unGghtly  or  unpalatable.  The 
quantity  ufually  direfted  at  a  time, 
in  common  prefcription,  is  fix  or 
eight  ounces,  to  be  taken  by  fpoon- 
fuls. 

A  MIXTURE,  more  ftridly  fo 
called,  receives  more  efficacious 
materials,  wiiether  foluble  in  water, 
as  extracts  or  falts,  or  indiflbluble, 
as  powders ;  more  regard  being 
here  had  to  the  medicinal  intention, 
than  to  the  fightlinefs  or  palatable- 
nefs  of  the  compound.  There  is 
indeed  no  precife  diftinftion  be- 
tween the  two  ;  the  fame  compo- 
fition  being  often  called  by  one  a 
julep,  and  by  another  a  mixture  ; 
though,  in  general^  few  would  give 
t.he  name  of  julep  to  a  very  difa- 
greeable  liquor,  or  that  of  mixture 
to  a  very  pleafant  one. 

A  DRAUGHT  differs  from  a  julep 
or  mixture  only  in  being  prefcribed 
in  lefs  quantity,  the  wliole  being 
intended  for  one  dofe. 
MIXTURA  CAM PRORATA; 
formerly 


JULEPUM  e  CAMPHORA. 
Camphorated  mixture. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Camphor,  one  dram ; 
Double-refined  fugar,   half  an 
ounce ; 

Boiling  dillilled  water,  one  pint. 
Grind  the  camphor  firft  with  a  little 
reftified  fpirit  of  wine  ;  and  af- 
terwards with  the  fugar,  till  they 
are  perfectly  mixed.  Then  add 
the  water  by  little  and  little,  let 
the  mixture  cool  in  a  clofe  veflel, 
and  laftly  pafs  it  through  a  ftrain- 
er. 

,  There  is  generally  fome  difficulty 
in  making  camphor  mix  well  with 
water:. — if  it  was  firft  rubbed  down 
with  mucilage;  or  with  almonds, 
as  in  the  Emulfio  Camphorata,  the 
mixture  would  be  more  eafily  ef- 
fected.— But  it  will  diflblve  moft 
effeftualiy  in  a  watery  menltruum, 
when  joined  with  myrrh. 
IVIIXTURA  CAMPHORATA 

CUM  MYRRI-IA. 
Camphorated  mixture  with  myrrh. 
Take  of 
Camphor, 

Myrrh, — each,  one  drnm. 
Rub  them  well  together  into  a 

powder;  then  gradually  add 

Diftilled  water,  one  pint; 

Sugar,  half  an  ounce. 
Thefe  will  form  together  a  perfeft- 

ly  homogeneous  mixture. 

A  fpoonful  or  two  of  either  of 
thefe  may  be  taken  whore  cam- 
phor is  j)roper. 

But  vinegar  is  foinetimes  made 
ufe  of  inftead  of  wafer,  which  forms 
a  very  elegant  mixture. 
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MrXTURA  E  CAMPHORS  ACETOSA. 
Camphor  mixture  with  vinegar. 

Take  of 

Camphor,  one  dram  ; 
Gum  Arabic,  two  drams; 
Double-refined  fugar,  half  an 

ounop; 
Vinegar,  one  pint. 

Grind  the  camphor  with  a  few 
drops  of  rectified  fpirit  of  wine, 
till  it  grows  foft;  then  add  the 
gum,  previonfly  reduced  to  a 
mucilage,  with  equal  its  quantity 
of  water,  and  rub  them  together 
till  they  are  perfectly  mixed.  To 
this  mixture  add  by  degrees  the 
vinegar  with  the  fugar  diflblved 
in  it. 

By  this  management,  the  whole 
fubltance  of  the  camphor  is  united 
with,  and  kept  fufpended  in,  the 
liquor;  and  confequently  every 
fpoonful  of  the  mixture  is  equiva- 
lent to  one  grain  and  feven  eighths 
of  a  grain  of  camphor  in  fubltance. 
The  lame  treatment  fucceeds  equal- 
ly when  water  is  uftd  for  the  men- 
ftruum  ;  and  if  the  affiftance  of 
nitre  be  required,  this  alfo  may  be 
added  in  either  form. 

MIXTURA  CRETACEA. 
Chalk  mixture. 
Land, 

Take  of 

Chalk,  prepared,  one  ounce; 
Double-refined  iugar,  fix  drams; 
Gum   Arabic,   powdered,  one 

ounce ; 
Water,  two  pints. 
Mix  them  together. 

POTIQ  CRETACEA. 
Chalk  drink. 
EJin. 

Take  of 
-Prepared  chalk,  one  ounce  ; 
Double-refined  I'ligar,   half  an 
ounce ; 

Muciiacre  of  gum  arable,  two 
ounces ; 

Rub  them  together;  and  afterwards 

add  by  degrci  s, 
'    Water,  two  pints  and  an  half; 


Spirit  of  cinnamon,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  nearly 
fimilar,  and  may  be  confidered  as 
very  agreeable  abforbents,  defigned 
for  heartburns  and  fimilar  diforders 
arifing  from  acid  juices  in  the  firft 
pafTages;  and  adminiftered  fre- 
quently in  febrile  diarrhoea.  The 
chief  ufe  of  the  gum  is  not  only  to 
give  a  greater  degree  of  confifiencc 
to  the  water,  and  enable  it  to  keep 
the  powdered  chalk  fufpended  ;  but 
alfo  aflifls  in  flieathing  the  primae 
viae,  and  defending  them  from 
the  ftimuhis  of  acrid  bile,  or  other 
humours  which  miglit  beoffenfive. 

MIXTURA  MbSCHATA; 
formcrh 
JULEPUM  e  MOSCHO. 
Mujk  mixture. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Rofe  water,  fix  ounces  by  mea- 

fure ; 

Mufk,  two  fcruples ; 
Gum  arable, 

Double-refined  fugar, — each,  one 
dram. 

firft  grind   the   fugar  with  the 
mufk,  then  with  the  gum,  and  • 
gradually  add  to  them  the  rofe- 
water. 

This  is  an  improvement  upon 
the  Hysteric  julep  with  musk 
of  Bates.  Orange  flower  water  is 
direcled  by  that  author ;  and  indeed 
this  more  perfcdtly  coincides  with 
the  mulk  than  rof'.-water:  but  as 
the  former  is  fcarce  procurable  in 
perfeftion,  the  latter  is  here  prefer- 
red. The  mixture  appears  turbid 
at  firft ;  on  ftanding  a  little  time,  it 
depofits  a  brown  powder,  and  be- 
comes clear,  but  at  the  fame  time 
lofes  great  part  of  its  virtue.  Tiiis 
inconvenience  may  be  prevented, 
by  thoroughly  grinding  the  niulk 
with  gum  arable,  beforethe  addiiipn 
of  the  water,  asdirefted  in  the  pre- 
ceding clvipter  for  making  enail- 
lions.     By  means  of  the  gum,  -the 
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whole  fubftance  of  the  mufk  is 
made  to  remain  fufpended  in  the 
vater.  Volatile  fpirits  are  in  many 
cafes  an  uleful  addition  to  mulli, 
and  iikewile  enable  water  to  keep 
fomevvhat  more  of  the  miilk  dif- 
folved,  than  it  would  otherwife  re- 
tain. The  following  compofition' 
of  this  kind  is  iifed  in  fome  of  our 
holpitali. 

JULEPUM  MOSCHATUM. 

Mujk  julep. 

Take  of 

Rofe  water,  fix  ounces  ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia, 

one  dram  and  a  halfj 
Ml] Ik,  fifteen  grains; 
White  fugar,  half  an  ounce. 
Grind  the  mu/k  with  the  fugar,  and 
then  mix  therewith  the  other  in- 
gredfents. 

JULEPUM  CARDIACUM. 

<  Cordicl  julep. 
Take  of  i. 

Cinnamon  water,  fix  ounces; 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  ounces  ; 
Syrup  of  orange-peel,  half  an 
ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 
Take  of  2. 

Dili-iced  water,  fix  ounces; 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  ounces  ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  lavender. 
Syrup  of  fafrroii, —  each,  two 
drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

Jui.EPtM  CARMINATIVUM. 

Carminative  julep . 
Take  of  i . 

Fennel-feed  water,  fix  ounces  ; 
Comj)ound  juniper  water,  twQ 
ounces ; 

Syrup  of  clove  jiily-flowcrs,  half 
an  ounce. 
Take  of  2. 

Pimento  water,  fix  o\ince3  ; 

Spirit  of  auifecd,  two  oun.  es; 

Syrup  of  orange-peel,  half  an 
ounce. 
Take  of  3. 

Dill-fred  water,  fix  ounces; 

spirit  of  cftaw-ay,  two  ounces  ; 


Syrup  of  ginger,  half  an  otlnce. 

JULEPUM  HYSTERICUM. 

Hyjieric  julep. 
Take  of  i. 

Pennyroyal  water,  fix  ounces; 

Pimento  water,  two  ounces; 

Compound  (pirit  of  lavender. 

Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia, — 
each,  one  dram ; 

Syrup  of  clove-july-flowers,  half 
an  cjjnce. 
Take  of  2. 

Dill-feed  water,  four  ounces ; 

Pepper-mint  water,  two  ounces; 

Tincture  of  cardamoms. 

Syrup  of  ginger,  — each,  two 

,  drams. 

JULEPtTM  REFRIGERANS, 

^  cooling  julep. 

Take  of 

Rhenifh  wine, .five  ounces; 
Rofe  water,  two  ounces; 
Seville  orange  juice, 
Syrup   of    violets,  —  each  fix 
drams. 

JuLEPUM  STOMACHICUM. 

Stomachic  julep,  - 
Take  of  1. " 

Common  mint  water,  fix  ounces; 
Spirit  of  mint,  two  ounces  ; 
Syrup  of  fafFron,  two  drams. 
Take  of  2, 

Cinnamon  water,  fix  ounces; 
■  Spirit  of  nutmeg, 
Compound  tindure  of  carda- 
moms,— each,  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  orange-peel,  half  an 
ounce. 

The  titles  of  thefe  mixtures  ex- 
prefs  tiie  intentions  for  which  thSy 
are  calculated.  Four  or  five  fpooii- 
fuls  of  either  may  be  taken  occa- 
fionaliy,  or  ufed  as  vehicles  and 
diluters  of  medicines  of  greater  ef- 
ficacy. 

The  following  7K/rt/>/<7  are  ufed  in 
the  Edinburgh  infirmary. 

JVLAPIUM  AMMONIACUM. 

Ammoniacum  julep. 
Take  of 

Milk  of  ammoniacum,  four  oun- 
ces ; 
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Synip  of  fquills,  three  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Two  fpooofuls  of  this  mixtHre 
may  be  given  twice  a  day.  in  cough, 
ajlhmas,  and  opprejjiom  at  the  breaft. 
It  is  a  medicine  of  confiderabie  ef- 
ficacy, but  not  a  little  unpleafant, 
though  called  a  julep  in  the  hofpi- 
tals  where  it  is  ufed. 

JULAPIUM  ANTIHYSTERICUM. 

Ant'lhyjieric  julep. 

Take  of 

Pennyroyal  water,  four  ounces; 

Tinfture  of  valerian,  one  ounce; 

Tinfture  of  caftor,  two  drams  ; 

Salt  of  hartlhorn,  ten  grains  j 

White  fugar,  fix  drams. 
Mix  them  tosrether. 

The  virtues  of  this  compofition 
are  fufficiently  obvious  from  its 
title.  The  dofe  is  two  fpoonfuls, 
to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

JULAPIUM  CARDIACUM. 

Cordial  julep. 

Take  of 

Pepper-mint  water,  four  ounces; 
Pimento  water,  two  ounces ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia, 
Tinfture  of  callor,  —  each,  'Wo 
.  drams', 

White  fugar,  half  an  ounce. 
Mix  and  . make  them  into  a  julep.  . 

This  . mixture  is  an  ufeful  cordial 
in  ail  eieprejpons  if  the  fpirits,  in  the 
Ji-iikhigs-  of.  hiu  fevers,  and  the  lan- 
guors to  m-hich  hyflerical  and  hypo- 
chondriacal perfms  are  fubje£l.  An 
ounce,  or  two  fpoonfuls,  may  be 
taken  for  a  dofe,  two  or  three 
times  a  day. 

JULAPIUM  I)IAPHORETICU^f. 

Diaphoretic  julep. 

Take  of 

Common  mint  water,  four  oun- 
ces ; 

Water  of  acetated  ammonia,  two 
ounces; 

Salt  of  hartfliorn,  ten  p,rains; 

White  fugar.  fix  drams. 
Mix  them  for  a  jultp. 

This  excellent  compofition  is  a 
■very  powerful fudorific,  and  anlwers 


its  intention  more  efFeftually,  and 
with  greater  certainty,  than  many 
others  calculated  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  Where  a  copious  fweat  is  to 
be  excited,  as  in  rheumatic  difeafes, 
two  fpoonfuls  are  to  be  taken  warm 
in  bed  every  hour,  or  two  iiours, 
till  the  fweat  break  out.  If  warm 
diluting  liquors  be  not  afterwards 
fufficient  to  keep  it  up,  the  fame 
medicine  is  to  be  occafionally  re- 
peated. Great  care  fliouid  be  taken 
that  the  water  of  acetated  ammonia 
fliould  be  perfectly  faturated ;  for  if 
the  vinegar  fliould  be  redundant, 
the  fait  of  hartflhorn  will  lofe  a  pro- 
portionate degree  of  power. 

JULAPIUM  DIURETICUM. 

Diuretic  julep. 

Take  of 

Water  of  acetated  ammonia,  four 
ounces ; 

Compound   horferadifli  water, 
two  ounces ; 

Syrup  of  marfli mallows,  three 
ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  water  of  acetated  ammonia 
is  an  excellent  aperient  faline  liquor, 
•  capable  of  promoting  evacuation  either 
by  the  cutaneous  pores,  or  the  urinary 
paffciges,  according  to  the  manner 
of  exhibitins:  it.  We  have  fcen  be- 
fore,  that  when  taken  warm  in  bed, 
it   proves  a   powerful   fudorific ; 
cfpccially  if  allifted  by  volatile  falts, 
fmall  dofes  of  opiates,  or  other  fub- 
fiances  which  tend  to  determine  its 
adtion  to  the  Ikin.    If  the  patient 
•walks  about,  in  a  cOol  air,  it  operates 
gently,  but  for  the  moft  part  rffec- 
iualy^  by  urine  :  the  additions  here 
joined  to  it  correfpond  with  this 
intention,  and  promote  its  operati(  ;i 
As  this  medicine  excites  the  urin 
difchjr<;e  without  heating  or  in  - 
tating  the  parts,  it  takcs^  place 
only  in  droffies,  but  likewife  in 
flnmniatory  diforden,  wherever  i.  • 
falutary  fccretion  is  to  be  promotr 
It  is  given  to  the  quantity  of  t 
fpoonfuls  thrice  a  day. 
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JULAPIUM  FCETIDUM. 

FetU  itilep. 
Take  of 

Afafoetida,  one  dram  and  a  half; 
Penny-royal  water,  fix  ounces  ; 
Tinfture  of  valerian  water,  two 

ounces;  . 
Oil  of  hartfiiorn,  twenty  drops  ; 
White  fugar,  ten  drams. 
!Rub  the  afafoetida  in  the  pennyroyal 
water  till  it  difTol  ves  ;  and  having 
drop^  the  oil  upon  the  fugar, 
mix  the  whole  together. 
This  compofition  is  not  a  little 
rfetid  and  unfiahtlv  ;  it  is  neverthe- 
.Jefs  a  medicine  of  great  efficacy,  in 
JtypocJio.iJriacal  znA  hyjieric  dlforders, 
ajlhmas,  and  other  nervous  com- 
:piaints :  the  dofe  is  one  fpoonful, 
rto  be  taken  thrice  a  day.    It  is 
ifometimes  prepared  without  the  oil 
cpf  hartfhorn. 

JuLAPIUM  HYDR.AGOGUM. 

Hydragogue  julep. 

Take  of 

InfuQon  of  chamomile-flowers, 
fix  ounces ; 

Tartarifed  antimony,  ten  grains  ; 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  two  oun- 
ces. 

'jMix  them  together. 

Two  fpoonfuls  of  this  julep  are 
given,  in  hydropic  cafes.,  every  two 
hours,  till  it  take  fufficierit  effeft  as 
a  purgative;  which  it  generally 
docs  before  the  quantity  here  pre- 
ftribed  has  been  made  ufe  of.  Tar- 
tarifed antimony,  thus  exhibited  in 
fmall  dofes,  ai;d  frequently  repeat- 
ed, proves  as  certain  and  powerful 
a  cathartic,  as  it  does  an  emetic 
when  given  in  a  larger  quantity  at  j 
once.  It  operates  neverth^lcf'-,  for 
the  moft  part,  with  fufficient  eafe. 

Ji.LAPIUM  SrSTENS. 

Binding  julep. 

Take  Gf 

Common  mint  v/afer,  fowr  o!in- 
ces; 

Pimento  v.  a'er,  t  .vo  ou:r  '  .  ; 
Catechu  cl'w-clary,  two  draiii , ; 


Catechu,  in  powder,  one  dram  ; 

Tinfture  of  opium,  forty  drops  ; 

White  fugar,  half  an  ounce. 
Mix  them  well  toaether. 

This  julep  is  calculated  againft 
rlyjen/cries  ?Lnd  diarrhoeas;  in  which, 
after  proper  evacuations,  it  gene- 
rally eafes  the  gripes,  and  reftrains 
the  flux.  It  is  to  be  given  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  in  the  quantity  of 
a  fpoonful  at  a  time. 

MiXTURA  DIAPHOUETICA. 

Diaphoretic  mixture. 
Take  of 

Common  water,  fix  ounces  ; 

Julep  of  camphor  with  vinegar, 
one  ounce  and  a  half; 

Compound  powder  of  contra- 
yerva,  four  fcruples; 

Nitre,  two  fcruples ; 

Syrnp  of  orange-peel,  fix  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

In  hofpitals  and  places  ill  aired, 
common  inflammatory  fevers  fome- 
times  change  into  putrid  and  ma- 
lignant ones.  To  guard  againft 
any  accident  of  this  kind,  as  foon 
as  the  inflammation  begins  to  abate, 
or  the  pulfe  to  foften,  three  or  four 
fpoonfuls  of  this  alexipharmac  mix- 
ture may  be  given  every  fix  hours. 
Camphor  fvems  to  anfwer  befi: 
when  thus  given  in  a  liquid  form  ; 
and  to  be  mod  eflicacious  in  fuch 
fmall  dofes,  for  abntlng  ivjlam- 
tnntion  and  nervous  fympto?n!,  and 
likewife  ^or  promoting  a  gentle  dia- 
pborejls. 

MiXTURA  ANTIDYSF.NTERICA. 

Antid\ftnteric  nii xlurc. 

Take  of 

Extraft  of  logwood,  llirte  drams ; 
Tincture  of  cnicclui,  two  drams; 
Spirit  of  cinnamon,  one  ounce; 
Diftillcd  water,  ft  vtn  ounces. 

DifTolve  tl-.e  extrait  in  tlie  fpiiit  of 
cinnamon,  and  tlicn  add  the  com- 
mon water  and  the  tindiire. 
In  recent  ilyfenti  vies,  afttr  the  nc- 

crfTary  cvacu  ;f'()ns,  a  fpoonful  or 

two  of  either  ot  lliefc  mixtures  may 
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he  given  after  every  motion,  or 
once  in  four  or  five  hours.  If  mild 
opiates  fail  of  procuring  refl,  it  is  a 
lign  that  fome  of  the  corrupted 
humours  flill  remain  in  the  bowels, 
and  that  it  is  more  proper  to  go  on 
with  the  evacuation,  than  to  fup- 
prcfs  the  ilux.  Thefe  medicines 
will  fometimes  likewife  take  place 
in  the  laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  when 
through  negleft  or  mifmanagement 
it  has  continued  till  the  (trength  is 
much  impaired,  the  inteflines  great- 
ly relaxed,  and  their  villous  coat 
abraded;  provided  there  ht  neither 
ichorous  or  involuntary  Jiools,  aphtha., 
petechia,  hiccup,  or  great  anxiety  at 
the  brcnfi ;  rhubarb,  and  thefe  a- 
firingents,  are  to  be  fo  interpofed, 
that  at  the  fame  time  the  putrid 
humours  are  diflodged,  the  ftrength 
may  be  fupported,  and  the  intef- 
lines braced.  See  Dr.  Vringle's 
excellent  Obfervations  on  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  the  Army,  page  254,  &f feq. 
where  the  reader  will  find  a  full 
and  Ihtisfailory  hiftory  of  the 
fymptoms  and  cure  of  this  diflem- 
per,  lo  frequent  and  fatal  in  the 
camp. 

Haustus  antiemetictjs  sa- 

I-INUS. 

Saline  antiemetic  mixture. 
Take  of 

Kali,  prepared,  half  a  dram ; 

Lemon  juice,  fix  drams  ; 

Cinnamon  watt  r,  one  ounce; 

Fine  fugar,  one  fcrupie, 
Mix  them  together. 

This  draught  is  frequently  pre- 
fcribt-d,  not  only  for  the  purpofe 
cxprefTed  in  its  title,  but  likewife 
as  a  faline  aperient  in  itlerica.,  i?i- 
jlnmmatory,  and  other  fltforJcrs^ 
Where  medicines  of  that  clafs  are 
proper. 

MlXTTIRA  CARDIACA. 

Cordial  mixture. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon  water,  four  ounces  ; 
Spirit  of  cinnamon,  two  ounces ; 


Extraift  of  fafFron,  one  fcrupie ; 

Confection  of  kermes,  fix  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

In  gr^t  languors  and  deprejjions, 
a  fpoonful  of  this  rich  cordial 
mixture  may  be  taken  every  half 
hour. 

MiXTURA  AD  PHTHISIV. 

Mixture  againjl  the  phthijis. 
Take  of  i.  - 

Balfam  of  copaiba,  one  dram  ; 
Common  water,  four  ounces ; 
Spirit  of  cinnamon,  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  half  an 
ounce. 

Let  the,  balfam  be  diflblved  in  a 
proper  quantity  of  yolk  of  egg, 
and  then  mixed  with  the  other 
ingredients. 

Take  of  2. 

Purified  opium,  one  grain  ; 
Confcrve  of  rofes,  half  a  dram. 

Mix  them  together  for  a  bolus. 

Take  of  3. 

Oxvmel  of  fquiils,  a  dram  and  a 
half; 

Tin<5iure  of  opium,  fifteen  drops ; 

Spirit  of  cinnamon,  two  drams; 

Common  water,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

In  the  advanced  ftate  of  a  con- 
fumption  we  may  difiinguifli  two 
forts  of  couglis,  one  occafioned  by 
the  ulcers,  and  t!ie  other  by  a  thin 
rheum  falling  upon  the  fauces  and 
trachea ;  which  parts  being  then 
deprived  of  their  mucus,  become 
extremely  fenfible  to  irritation.  It 
IS  this  latter  kind,  perhaps,  which 
is  moft  painful  and  teazing  to  the 
patient.  The  firft  fort  requires 
balfamics,  if  the  ulcer  be  open,  and 
the  matter  can  be  expe6f orated. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  firfi  of  the 
above  mixtures  is  a  very  elegant 
and  effefJual  formula  :  two  fpoon- 
fuls  are  to  be  taken  at  a  time, 
twice  a  day.  If  the  balfam  purge, 
two  drams  of  the  camphorated 
tinifure  of  opium,  added  to  the 
quantity  of  the  mixture  here  pre- 
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fcribed,  will  prevent  that  efFeft. — 

The  other  kind  of  cough  can  only  be 
palliated  by  incraflants;  and  for 
that  purpofe,  the  fecond  of  the 
above  compofitions  is  one  of  the 
moft  fuccefsfiil  medicines:  the 
conlerve  is  altogether  fafe,  and 
otherwife  well  adapted  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe,  but  of  weak  vir- 
tues :  the  opiaie  extract  is  the  moft 
efficacious  ingredient,  but  is  to  be 
given  with  great  caution,  as  opiates 
in  gerferal  are  apt  to  heat,  to  bind 
the  body,  and  to  obftruft  expe£t^o- 
ration.  Since  thefe  bad  qualities 
are  in  good  meafure  corrected  by 
fquiils ;  as  foon  as  the  patient  be- 
gins to  complain  of  reftlefs  nights 
from  coughing,  the  third  mixture 
mav  be  given  at  bed-time.  See 
Pringle's  Obfervations  on  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  the  Army. 

MlXTTTRA    E  V^iERIANA. 

Valerian  mixture. 

Take  of 

Pepper-mint  water,  twelve  oun- 
ces ; 

Wild  valerian  root,  in  powder, 
one  ounce ; 

Compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
half  an  oimce ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

Wild  valerian  root,  one  of  the 
principal  medicines  in  epilepfies 
and  vertigos,  feems  to  anfwcr  bet- 
ter, when  thus  exhibited  in  fub- 
ftaiice,  than  if  given  in  form  of 
tincture  or  infufion.  The  liquors 
here  joined  to  it  excellently  coin- 
cide, and  by  their  warmth  and 
pungency  greatly  improve  its  vir- 
tues. Two  fpoonfuls  of  the  mix- 
ture may  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
day. 

Haustus  catharticus. 
Cathartic  draught. 
Take  of  T. 

Scammony,  ten  grains; 
Spirit  of  rofcmary,  two  dram";; 
Syri4>  of  biick'.horn,  fix  drams. 
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Grind  the  fcammony  with  the  fpirit 
in  a  glafs  mortar,  and  when  per- 
feftly  incorporated,  mix  in  the 
fyrup. 

Take  of  2. 

Jalap,  in  powder,  one  fcruple  ; 
Ipecacuanha,  three  grains ; 
Compound  juniper  water,  one 
ounce ; 

Infufion  of  linfeed,  an  ounce  and 
a  half; 

Simple  fyrtip,  one  dram. 
Mix  them  together. 

Both  thele  compofitions  are 
/Irong  cathartics,  yet  for  the  moft 
part  eafy  and  fafe  in  operation. 
They  are  calculated  chiefly  for 
hydropic  cafes,  in  which  they  pro- 
cure copious  evacuations,  without 
weakening  or  fatiguing  the  patient 
fo  much  as  many  other  medicines 
of  this  kind. 

Haustus  catharticus  sa- 

LINUS, 

Saline  cathartic  draught. 
Take,  of 

Vitriolated  natron, 
Manna, — each,  (ix'drams; 
Boiling  water,  three  ounces  ; 
Tinfture  of  cardamoms,  one 
dram. 

DifTolve  the  fait  and  manna  in  the 
water,  and  having  ftrained  off 
the  liquor,-  add  to  it  the  tinfture 
of  cardamoms. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  and  agree- 
able f aline  purgative.  Tinftiire  of 
cardamoms  is  one  of  the  heft  ad- 
ditions to  liquors  of  this  kind,  or 
to  the  purging  mineral  waters,  for 
rendering  them  acceptable  to'  the 
ftomach. 

HaUSTT'S  DIAPHOR  ETICU5. 

DiajJiorctic  draught. 
Take  of 

Water  of  acctatcd  ammonia, 
Syrup  of  white  poppies, — each, 

half  an  ounce; 
Salt  of  hartfhorn,  five  grains. 
Mix  theni  together. 

This  draught  is  a  very  pvtutrftd 
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Jal'tnc  diaphoretic.  It  is  given  with 
fafcty,  and  often  witli  great  benefit, 
in  the  beginning  of  inflammatory 
fev  ers,  after  bleeding  ;  where  warm 
fubftances  nfually  employed,  if 
they  fail  in  bringing  out  a  fweat, 
increafe  the  fever. 

Haustus  diureticus. 
Diuretic  draught. 
Take  of  i. 

Oxymel  of  fquills^  one  dram  and 
a  half; 

Cinnamon  water,  one  ounce  ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,— each,  one 

dram. 
Take  of  2. 

Vinegar  of  fquills,  one  dram  (or 

one  dram  and  a  half); 
Kali  prepared,  half  a  dram  ; 
Lemon  jnice,  fix  drams; 
Cinnamon  water,  an  oiuice  and 

a  half; 

Spirit  of  pepper-mint,  half  an 
ounce; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  one  dram. 
Let  the  prepared  kali  and  lemon 
juice  be  firft  mixed  together,  and 
then  add  to  them  the  other  in- 
gredients. 
Take  of  3. 

Acetated  kali,  two  fcruples ; 
Oxymel  of  fquills,  one  dram  by 

meafure ; 
Diftilled  water,  an  ounce  and  a 

half. 

Mix  them  together. 
Take,  of  4. 

Tindure  of  cantharidcs,  fifteen 
drops; 

Kali  prepared,  half  a  dram  ; 

Lemon  juice,  fix  drams  ; 

Penny- royal  water,   an  ounce 
and  a  half; 

Simple  fyrup,  two  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  tivo  firji  of  thefe  elegant 
and  efficacious  compofitionsr  are 
commended  by  Dr.  Mead,  for 
promoting  urine  in  hydropic  cafes. 
He  direifls  them  to  be  taken  every 


night,  or  oftener,  according  to  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms.  The 
fquill,  one  of  the  moft  powerful 
diuretics,  is,  by  the  additions  here 
joined  to  it,  rendered  not  only 
more  grateful  to  the  paljte  and  fto- 
mach,  but  likewife  enabled  more 
effedually  to  anfwer  the  purpofes 
intended  by  it.  The  other  two 
are_  taken  from  our  hofpitals;  in 
which  the  former,  compofed  on 
the  fame  plan  with  the  two  pre- 
ceding,  is  juftly  diliinguifiied  by 
the  title  of  tnitior  or  milder  ;  and 
the  latter,  containing,  bcfides  the 
faline  matter,  a  moderate  dofe  of 
cantharides,  by  that  of  fortior  or 
ftronger. 

HaUST  us  ANODYNO  niURETICUS. 

An  anodjne-di-uretic  draught. 
Take  of 

Water  of  prepared  kali,  half  a 
dram ; 

Tinfture  of  opium,  forty  drops : 

Pepper-mint  water,  one  ounce; 

Cinnamon  water,  half  an  ounce; 

Spirit  of  cinnamon,  two  drams  ; 

Syrup   of  marfli mallows,  one 
dram. 
Mix  them  together. 

Though  praftitioners  have  rarely 
ventured  to  exhibit  opium  in  drop- 
fies ;  yet,  in  thofe  which  are  ac- 
companied with  great  pain,  this 
anodyne  drug,  by  eafing  the  pain^ 
and  removing  the  ftrifture  of  the 
palfages,  which  painful  fenfations 
always  occafion,  proves  a  medicine 
of  great  fervice,  and  notably  pro- 
motes the  urinary  difcharge.  Dr. 
JMead  has  given  a  remarkable  in- 
ftance  of  the  good  effects  of  the 
mixture  above  prefcribed,  in  a 
pe'rfon  labouring  under  an  afcites 
and  tympany  at  the  fame  time, 
where  the  pain  was  intolerable,  the 
thirft  intenfe,  and  the  urine  in 
very  fmall  quantity.  The  flrong- 
er  purgatives  increafed  the  diftem- 
per  ;  foap,  alkaline  falts,  nitre,  and 
other  diuretics,  were  tried  in  vain  : 
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this  draught  (when  the  patient 
:l"eeriied  to  be  bevond  any  affid- 
.ance  from  medicine)  procured  un- 
rcxpefted  relief,  not  only  a  gentle 
ifleep,  and  truce  from  the  pain, 
;bu:  iikewile  a  copious  difcharge 


of  urine.  By  repeating  the  medi- 
cine, for  a  little  time,  every  eight 
hours,  and  afterwards  ufing  cor- 
roborants, the  cur«  was  perledly 
completed. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Lotions,  Gargarisms,  Injections,  &c. 


AQUA  ALUMINIS 
COMPOSITA; 

formerly 

AQUA  ALUMINOSA 
BATANEA. 
Compound  alum  wa/er. 

TAKE  of 
Alum, 

Vitiiolated  zinc, — each  half  an 
ounce ; 

Boiling  diftllled  water,  two  pints. 
Soil  the  falts  in  the  water  till  they 
are  dilTolved,  let  the  folution 
fettle,  and  afterwards  filter  it 
through  paper. 

Bates  diiTfts  the  falts  to  be  fii  fl: 
powdered  and  melted  over  the  fire; 
but  this  is  needlefs  troul)le,  fince 
the  melting  only  evaporates  the 
aqueous  parts,  which  are  reftored 
again  on  tlie  addition  of  the  water. 
This  liquor  is  ufed  fur  cleanfug  and 
healing  ulcers  and  'vjounds^  and  for 
removing  cutaneous  eruptions  ;  the  part 
being  bathed  with  it  hot,  three  or 
four  times  a  day.  It  is  fometim'es 
like  wife  employed  as  a  collyrivtn  ; 
and  as  an  inje/flion,  in  the  gouorr/ia?a 
and  ^tior  alius,  when  not  accom- 
panied with  virulence. 

AQUA  ALUMINOSA. 
y^Ium  laater. 

Take  of 

Muriated  quick filver, 
Alum, — each  two  drams; 
Water,  two  pints. 

Let  the  muriated  quickfilver  and 
alum  be  ground  into  a  powder, 
and  boiled  with  the  water,  in  a 
glafs  velTel,  to  the  confumption 
of  half  the  water;  then  fuller 
the  liquor  to  fettle,  and  pour  it 
off  clear  from  the  fediment. 
This  is  taken  from  Fallopius, 


with  the  exchange  of  rofe  and  plan- 
tane  waters  for  common  water, 
which  is  equally  fit  for  the  purpoie. 
The  compofition  is  defigned  tliief- 
ly  for  cutaneous  pujlules  and  ulcera- 
tions. 

AQUA  ZINCI  VITRIOLATI 
CUM  CAMPHORA; 

formerly 

AQUA  VITRIOLICA  CAM- 
PHOR ATA. 
Water  of  vitrlolated  zinc,  H'ttJt  cam- 
phor. 

Take  of 

Vitriolated  zinc,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Camphorated    fpirit,    half  an 
oimce  ; 

Boiling  water,  two  pints. 
Mix  them,  that  the  vitriol  may  be 

diflblved ;   and  after  the  faeces 

have  fubfided,  filter  the  liquor 

through  paper. 

Where  a  large  watery  difFufion 
takes  place  from  the  eyes,  if  with- 
out, or  with  little  inflammation,  it 
is  frequently  employed  ;  but  at  be- 
ginning to  empfoy  it,  it  would  be 
judicious  to  dilute  it  with  water. 
In  fonie  ulcers,  particularly  thofc 
where  it  is  neceflary  to  reftrain  a 
large  difcharge,  it  is  employed  ex- 
ternally as  a  lotion. 
AQUA  ZINCI  VITRIOLATI; 


vulgo 


AQIJA  VITRIOLICA. 
J'f^ater  of  vitriciated  x.inc. 
Edini. 

Take  of 

White  vitriol,  fixteen  grains; 
Water,  eight  ounces; 
Dilute   vitriolic    acid,  fixteen 
drops. 

Diflblve  the  vitriol  in. the  water; 
afterwards  add  the  acid,  and  fii- 
Wlicre  the  eyes  are  watery  or  in- 
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flameci,  thefe  folutions  of  vvliiW  vi- 
triol are  very  ufcful  applications : 
the  ilighteft  inflammations  will  fre- 
quently yield  to  this  meiiicine  with- 
out any  other  alTiftance :  in  the 
more  violent  ones,  vencefeftion  and 
cathartics  are  to  be  premifed  to  its 
ufe. 

•     AQUA  PHAGEDiENICA. 
Fhagadtnic  luater. 

Take  of 

Lime-water,  one  pint; 
Muriated    quickfiiver,    half  a 
dram. 
Let  a  folution  be  made. 

This  is  defigned  for  laajliing  and 
cleanjing  old foul  ulcers,  and  fv event- 
ing the  grcjotli  of  fungous  jicjh.     It  is 
for  moft  purpofes  rather  too  acrid 
to  be  ufed  without  dilution. 
Gargarisma  astringens. 
AJlringent  gargarifm. 
Take  of 

Oak  bark,  one  ounce  ; 
Alum,  one  dram ; 
Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce; 
Water,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  oak  bark, 
till  the  liquor,   when  ftrained, 
wiil  amount  only  to  one  pint; 
to  which  add  the  alum  and  the 
honey. 
Gargarisma  commune. 
Common  gargar  fm. 

Take  of 

Infufion  of  rofes,  one  pint ; 

Konty  of  roles,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  togetherr. 

Or, 

Take  of 

Water,  fix  ounces ; 

Nitre,  one  dram  ; 

Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together.    Wiierc  acids 

arc  reqiiifite,  forty  drops  of  the 

diluted  vitriolic  acid  are  added  to 

this  compofition, 
Gargarisma  detergrns. 
Detergent  gargarifm. 
Take  of 

Emollient  decoftion,  one  pint ; 
Tindure  of  myrrh,  one  ounce  ; 


Honey,  an  ounce  and  a  half. 
Mix  them  together. 

Gargarisma  emolliens. 
Emollient  gargarfm. 
Take  of 

Marflimallow-rootj  two  ounces ; 

Figs,  four  in  number; 

Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  them  till  one  pint  be  waftedj 

and  then  drain  the  liquor. 

Thefe  liquors  are  tifed  for  wafli- 
ing  the  mouth  and  fauces;  the  first, 
where  the  parts  are  extremely  re- 
laxed; —  the  SECOND  and  third, 
where  ulcerations  require  to  be  de- 
terged, or  the  excretion  of  thick, 
vifcid  faliva  promoted; — and  the 
FOURTH,  where  the  mouth  is  dry, 
parched,  and  rigid,  to  moiften  and 
foften  it.  In  fome  cafes,  volatile 
fpirits  may  be  advantageoufly  join- 
ed to  thefe  kinds  of  preparations. 
Dr.  PRnv'GLE  informs  us,  that,  in 
the  inflammatory  quinfey,  or  lira n- 
gularion  of  the  fauces,  he  has  ob- 
served little  benefit  arifing  from, 
the  common  gargles ;  that  fuch  as 
were  of  an  acid  nature  feemed  to 
do  more  harm  than  good,  by  con- 
trafling  the  emunflories  of  the  fa- 
liva and  mucus^  and  thickening 
thefe  humours;  that  the  decoftion 
of  figs  in  milk  and  water  feemed 
to  have^a  contrary  effect  ef,  cial- 
ly  if  fome  water  of  ammoniac  was 
added,  by  which  the  faliva  was 
made  thinner,  and  the  glands 
brouglit  to  fecrete  more  freely;  a 
circumftance  always  conducive  to 
the  cure. 

Enema  de  amylo. 
Starch  ghfler. 

Take  of 

Jelly  of  (larch,  four  ounces  ; 
Linfeed  oil,  half  an  ounce. 
Liquefy  the  jelly  over  a  gentle  fire, 
and  then  mix  in  the  oil.  Forty 
drops  of  liquid  laudanum  are 
fometimes  added. 

Enema  anodynum,  five 

opiatum. 
JlnoJvnr,  or  of  tale  glyjltr, 
P  p  a 
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Take  of 

Infufion  of  linfeed,  fix  ounces  ; 
Liquid  laudanum,  forty  drops. 
Or, 

Mutton  broth,  five  ounces; 
Opium  purifieil,  three  grains. 
Enema  anticolicum. 
Glyjicr  againjl  the  colic. 
Take  of 

Common  decoftion,  half  a  pint; 
Aloetic  wine,  one  ounce  ; 
Common  fait,  one  dram; 
Linfeed  oil,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Enema  astringens. 
Ajiringent  glyJlcr. 

Take  of 

Lime-water,  ten  ounces ; 
Eleftary  of  catechu,  half  an 
ounce. 

Mix  them  together  for  a  glyfter,  of 
which  one  half  is  to  be  injefted 
at  a  time. 

Enema  commune. 
Co?nmon  glyjier. 

Take  of 

Common  deco£lion,  twelve  oun- 
ces ; 

Lenitive  eleclary,  one  ounce  ; 
Common  fait,  half  an  ounce.  | 
Oil  olive,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Enema  domesticitm. 
Domejlic  glyjicr. 

Take  of 

Cows'  milk,  half  a  pint ; 
Brown  fugar, 

Oil  olive, — each  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

Enema  emolliens. 
JE/noUient  glyJlcr, 

Take  of 

Palm  oil,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Cows'  milk,  half  a  pound. 
Let  the  oil  be  beaten  up  with  the 
yolk  of  one  egg,  and  then  add 
the  milk. 

Enema  foetidum. 
Fetid  glyjiey- 

Take  of 

Afafcctida,  one  dram; 
Rue, 


Savin, — each  two  drams ; 
Oil  olive,  lialf  an  ounce; 
Oil  of  amber,  fifteen  drops  ; 
Water,  nine  ounces. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  rue  and  fa- 
vin,  till  a  quarter  of  a  pint  be 
wafted.    Then  ftrain  off  the  re- 
maining dccodion,  and  mix  it 
with  it  the  afafoctida  and  the  oils. 
The  quantity  of  the  compofition 
here  direfted,  is  to  be  injefted  at 
a  time. 

Enema  purgans. 
Purging  glyjler. 

Take  of 

Common  decoftion,  half  a  pint; 
White  foap,  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  an  ounce 
and  a  half. 
Mix  them  together. 

Enema  terebinthinatum. 
Turpentine  glyjler. 

Take  of 

Common  decoftion,  ten  ounces; 

Venice  turpentine  (difTolved  iu 
the  yolk  of  an  egg),  half  an 
ounce; 

Linfeed  oil,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  ufes  of  thefe  compofitions 
are  fufficiently  obviqus  from  their 
titles.  The  Jiarch,  anodyne^  emollient^ 
and  ajlringent  glyjlers,  are  ufed  in 
dyjent cries,  and  other  alvine Jinxes,  to 
flrengthen  the  tone  of  the  intef- 
tines,  defend  them  from  being  cor- 
roded by  the  acrimonious  humours, 
to  heal  their  exulcerations,  and 
eafe  the  pains  which  accompany 
thefe  diforders.  —  The  turpentine 
ghjler  is  injeded  in  nephritic  cafes; 
—  the  fetid  in  hyfteric  ones.  The 
others  are  calculated  for  unloading 
the  inteftines  of  their  contents, 
where  the  exhibition  of  purgatives 
in  other  forms  is  improper,  or  un- 
fafe.  Glyfters  have  been  looked 
upon  by  fome  a  mere  topical  ap- 
plications, whofe  operation  was 
confined  to  the  inteftine,  into 
which  they  are  received.  But  ex- 
perience has  Ihewn,  that  in  many 
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cafes  their  a>51ion  is  extended  much 
turther.      Thus    the  turpentine 
glviler  promotes  the  diCcharge  by 
|:the  kidnevs,  and  communicates  to 
the  urine  a  violet  fmell;  and  the 
anodyne  givfter  proves  narcotic,  as 
:if  a  moderate  dofe  of  opium  had 
l^been   fwaliowcd.     Perfons  have 
Irbeen  inebriated  by  fpirituous  glyf- 
Irters;  and  fome  affirm,  that  life  has 
J.been  fupported  for  feveral  days,  by 
Irrhole  or  a  nutritious  kind. 

Inje^ctio  balsamica. 
Baljamic  itijeBion. 

ike  of 

Ballam   of   Copaiba,    half  an 

ounce; 
Lime- water,  fix  ounces; 
Honey  of  rofes,  two  ounces, 
f^et  the  balfam  be  well  beaten  up 


with  the  yolk  of  one  egg ;  and 
then  gradually  add  the  lime-wa- 
ter and  honey. 
Inj£ctio  mercuriahs. 
Mercurial  injcSlion. 

Take  of 

Quickfilver, 

Balfam  of  Copaiba, — each  half 

an  ounce ; 
Rofe- water,  half  a  pint. 
Rub  the  quickfilver  with  the  bal- 
fam, till  they  be  perfeftly  incor- 
porated, then  mix  with  them  the 
yolly  of  an  egg,  and  afterwards 
add  the  rofe-water. 
This  and  the  foregoing  prepara- 
tion are  defigned  to  be  injefted  in- 
to the  urethra  in  virulent  gonor- 
i-hteas,  for  cleanfing  and  deterging 
the  parts. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Plasters. 


PLASTERS  are  compofed  chief- 
ly of  oily  and  unftiious  fub- 
fiances,  united  with  powders,  into 
fuch  a  confiftence,  that  the  com- 
pound may  remain  firm  in  the  cold, 
withoiit  fticking  to  the  fingers ;  that 
it  nriav  be  foft  and  pliable  in  a  fmall 
heat;  and  that  by  the  warmth  of 
the  hnnian  body  it  be  fo  tenacious, 
as  readily  to  adhere  both  to  the  part 
on  which  it  is  applied,  and  to  the 
fiibflance  on  which  it  is  fpread. 

There  is  however  a  difference  in 
the  confiftence  of  plafters,  accord- 
ing to  the  purpofes  to  which  they 
are  to  be  applied :  thus,  fuch  as  are 
intended  for  the  breall  and  ftomach, 
flionld  be  very  folt  and  yielding; 
whilft  thofe  defigned  for  the  limbs 
are  ma^e  firmer  and  more  adhefive. 

ounce  of  exprejfed  oil,  an  ounce  of 
yello-xv  wax,  and  /lalf  an  ounce  of  any 
proper  poivder,  will  make  a  plafter  of 
the  firft  confiftence ;  — for  a  hard 
one,  an  ounce  more  of -wax,  and  half 
an  ounce  more  of  powder,  may  be  add- 
ed. Plafters  may  likewife  be  made 
of'refins,  gummy  refins,  &c.  with- 
out wax,  efpecially  in  extempora- 
neous prefcription  :  for  ofticinals, 
thefe  compofitions  are  lefs  proper, 
as  they  fonn  gro'A'  too  foft  in  keepT 
ing,  and  fall  flat  in  a  warm  air. 

It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  plaf- 
ters might  be  impregnated  with 
the  fpecific  virtues  of  different  ve- 
getables, by  boiling  the  recent  ve- 
getable with  the  oil  employed  for 
the  compofition  of  the  plaftfr.  The 
co6>ion  was  continued  till  the  herb 
was  almoft  crifp,  with  care  to  pre- 
vent the  matter  from  contrafting  a 
black  cqlour:  after  which  the  li- 


quid was  ftrained  off,  and  fet  on 
the  fire  again  till  all  the  aqueous 
mpifture  had  exhaled.  Wc  have 
already  obferved,  that  thi'  treat- 
ment does  not  communicate  to  the 
oils  any  very  valuable 'quahties, 
even  relative  to  their  ufe  in  a  fluid 
ftate  :  much  lefs  can  plafters,  made 
with  fuch  oils,  receive  any  confider- 
able  efficacy  from  the  herbs. 

Calces  of  lead,  boiled  with  oils, 
imite  with  them  into  a  plafter  of  an 
excellent  confiftence,  and  which 
makes  a  proper  bafis  for  feveral 
other  plafters. 

In  the  boiling  of  thefe  compo- 
fitions, a  quantity  of  water  muft 
be  added,  to  prevent  the  plafter 
from  burning  and  growing  black. 
Such  water,  as  it  may  be  neceflarv 
to  add  during  the  boiling,  muft 
be  pievioully  made  hot :  for  cold 
liquor  would  not  only  prolong  the 
proeefs,  but  likewife  occafion  the 
n)atter  to  explode,'  and  be  thrown 
about  with  violence,  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  operator.  This  ac- 
cident will  equally  happen  upon  , 
the  addition  of  hot  water,  if  the 
plafter  be  extremely  hot. 

EMPLASTRUM  ANODY- 
NUM. 
Anodyne  plafier. 

Take  of 

White  refin,  eight  ounces  1 
Tacamahaca,  in  powder, 
Galbannm, —  each  four  ounces  j 
Cummin  feeds,  three  ounces  ; 
Black  foap,  four  ounces. 

Melt  the  refin  and  the  gums  toge.- 
ther;   then   add  the  powdere'd 

-  feeds  and  the  foap,  and  make  the 
whole  into  a  plafter. 


\ 
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This  plafter  f.imetlmes  gives  cafe 
[iin  ^/if/i/  rheumatic  fains^  whifh  it  is 
fuppofed  to  etfeiS  by  preventing 
•the  aftlux  of  humours  to  the  part, 
•and  putting  in  .motion  and  repelling 
fuch  as  already  ftagnate  there. 
EMPLASTRUM  AS^FCETI- 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM  ANTIHYS- 
TERICUM. 

■  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Plafter  of  litharge,  - 
Afafcetida,  ftained,— of  each  two 

parts,  / 
Yellow  wax,  ^ 
Galbanum,  ftrained,  —  of  each 

one  part. 
This  plafter  is  applied  to  the 
aitnbilical  region,  or  over  the  whole 
-abdomen,   in   hyfinic   cafes;  and 
foniecimes  with  good  efFeft. 
EMPLASTRUM  CERiE  COM- 
POSITUM  ; 
E.  L. 
forjnerly 
EMPLASTRUM  ATTRA- 
HENS.  - 
Compound  pla/ier  of  ivax. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Yellow  refin,  one  pound  ; 
Yellow  wax, 

Tried  mutton  fuet, — each  three 
pounds ; 

?Melt  them  together,  and  whilft  the 
mafs  remainsfluid,  pafs  it  threugh 
a  ftrainer. 

This  is  a  very  well  contrived 
:jlafter  for  the  purpofe  exprefted  in 
ts  title.    It  is  calculated  to  fup- 
:ily  the  place  of  melilot  plafter: 
•  vhofe  great  irritation,  when  em- 
)loyed  for  the  dreffing  of  bliftcrs, 
las  been  continually  complained 
)f.    This  was  owing  to  the  large 
:]03ntity  of  refin  contained  in  it, 
•vhich  is  here  for  that  reafon  re- 
renched.    It   fliould   feem  that, 
•vhcn  defigned  only  for  dreffing 
;)Hftcrs,  the   refin  ought  to  be 


entirely  omitted,  unlefs  where  a 
Continuance  of  the  pain  and  irri- 
tation, excited  by  the  velicatory, 
is  required.  Indeed  plafters  of  any 
ki'nd  are  not  very  proper  for  this 
purpofe:  their  confiftence  makes 
them  fit  uneafy,  and  their adhefive- 
nefs  renders  taking  them  off  pain- 
fu-l.  Cerates,  which  are  ibfcer 
and  lefs  adhefive,  appear  much 
more  eligible.  The  ceratum fperma- 
tis  'ceti  will  ferve  for  general  ufe  : 
and,  for  fome  particular  purpofes, 
the  ceratum  refina  flava  may  be  ap- 
plied. 

EMPLASTRUM  SIMPLEX  j-, 

•vtdgo 

EMPLASTRUM  CEREUM, 
Simple  plajler, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  three  parts ; 
Mutton  fuet, 

White  refin, — of  esich  two  parts. 

This  plafter  is  fimilar  to  the 
foregoing,  but  the  further  reduc- 
''tion  of  the  refin  renders  it  for  fome 
purpofes  more  eligible. 
EMPLASTRUM  AD  CLAVOS 
PEDUM. 
Plajier  for  corns  on  the  feet. 
Take  of  ' 

Galbanum  difiblved  in  vinegar, 
and  again  infpiftated,  one 
ounce ; 

Pitch,  half  an  ounce; 

Litharge  plafter,  two  drams, 
Let  them  be  melted  too-ether,  and 

then  mix  with  them 

Verdegris  powdered, 

Sal  ammoniac,  each  one  fcruple  ; 

And  make  them  into  a  plafter. 

This  plafter  has  been  much  ce- 
lebrated for  the  removal  of  corns, 
and  for  alleviating  thofe  pains, 
which  they  are  apt  to  occafion. — . 
There  can  be  little  doubt  but'  thai- 
corns  may  be  foftened  by  fome  of 
the  ingredients  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed  :  but  probably  the  acrimo- 
nious materials  may,  on  the  firft 
application,  rather  contribute  to 
Pp4 
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increafe  than  mitigate  pains,  from 
their -ftrong  flimulating  power. 
EMPLASTRUM  PICIS  BUR- 
GUNDIC./E  COMPOSITUM ; 
formerly 
EMPLASTRUM  CEPHA- 
LIC UM. 
Compound  plafter  of  Burgundy  pitch. 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Burgundy  pitch,  two  pounds; 
Soft  labdanum,  one  pound; 
Yellow  refin, 

Yellow  wax, — each  four  ounces  ; 
The  exprefTed  oil  of  nutmegs, 
one  ounce.  ^ 
Melt  the  pitch,  refin,  and  wax  to- 
gether; then  add,  firft  the  lab- 
danum, and  afterwards  the  oil  of 
nutmeg. 

This  plafler  is  applied,  in  iveak- 
Kffi  or  pains  of  the  head,  to  the 
temples,  forehead,  &c.  and  fome- 
times  likewife  to  the  feet.  Schulze 
relates,  that  ,an  inveterate  rheu- 
matifm  in  the  temples,  which  at 
times  extended  to  the  teeth,  and 
occafioned  intolerable  pain,  was 
completely  cured  in  two  days  by  a, 
plafter  of  this  kind  (with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  little  opium)  applied  to 
the  part,  after  many  other  remedies 
had  been  tried  in  vain.  He  adds, 
that  a  large  quantity  of  liquid  mat- 
ter exuded  under  the  plafler,  in 
drops,  which  were  fo  acrid  as  to 
corrode  the  cuticle. 

The  efficacy  of  the  plafler  is  at- 
tributed more  to  the  flimulating 
power  of  the  Burgundy  pitch  than 
to  any  other  ingredient ;  for  when 
applied  by  itfelf  to  a  tender  fkin,  it 
often  produces  vefication,  and  con- 
fiantly  as  a  rubefacient,  creating  a 
fevere  difcliarge  very  frequently. 

EMPLASTRUM  de  CitU  l  A, 
cum  AMMONIACO. 

PJafltr  of  hemlock,  ivith  ammonia- 
tum. 

Take  of 

Juice  of  hemlock  leaves,  four 
ounces ; 


Gumammoniacum,eightounces;  ^ 
Vinegar  of  fquills,  as  much  as  is  • 
fufficient  to  diflTolve  the  gum. 
Add  the  juice  to  this  folution,  and 
having  ftrained  the  mixture,  b^il 
it  to  the  confiftence  of  a  plafter  ' 
Or  it  may  be  made  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  half  a  pound ; 
Olive  oil,  four  ounces  ; 
Gum    ammpniacuin,    half  an 
ounce. 

After  they  are  mehed  together,  mix 
with   them /powdered  herb  of 
hemlock,  lidlf  an  ounce. 
Thefe  plaflers.  were  formerly  fiip- 
pofed  to  he,'  pcTJi^erful  coolers  and 
difcutients,  and  to  be  particularly 
ferviceablc  againft  f-welUngs  of  the 
fpleen  and  dljlentions  of  the  hypochon- 
dres.    For  fome  time  pafl,  it  has 
been  been  among  us  entirely  neg- 
lected.   But    the   high  refoivent 
power  which  Dr.  Stock  has  dif- 
covered  in  hemlock,  and  H'hkh  he 
found  it  to  exert  in  this  as  well  as 
.  in  other  forms,  entitles  it  to  further 
trials.    The  plafters  appear  very 
well  contrived,  and' the  additional 
ingredients  well  chofen  for  affifting 
the  efficacy  of  the  hemlock. 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHAR- 
GYRI: 

Loftd.  Edinb. 

formerly 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE. 

Litharge  plafler,  ufually  calledy 
Diachylon. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  gallon  ; 
Litharge,  ground  into  a  moft 
fubtile  powder,  five  pounds. 

Boil  them  over  a  gentle,  fire  with 
about  two  pints  of  water,  keep- 
ing them  continually  ftirring, 
till  the  oil  and  litharge  unite, 
and  acquire  the  confiftence  of  a 
plailer.    If  all  the  water  fliould 
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be  confumcJ  before  this  happens, 
add  lome  more  water  previouUy 
made  hot. 

EJinh. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  two  parts ; 

Litharge,  one' parr. 
The  water  being  added,  boil,  dili- 

geatly  ftirring  until  the  litharge 

and  oil  unite  irfto  a  plafter. 

The  heat  in  thefaprocefies  ftiould 
be  gentle,  and  the  matter  kept  con- 
tiniially  ftirring,  otherwife  it  fwells 
up,  and  is  apt  to  run  over  the  vef- 
fcl.  Jf  the  corripofition  proves  dif- 
coloured,  the  dddnion  of  a  little 
whire  lead  and  oil  will  improve  the 
colour. 

Thefc  plaftcrs  are  the  common 
application  in  excoriations  of  the 
,4in,  Jl'gh^  fi^J^  'Wounds,  and  the 
like.  They  keep  the  part  foft,  and 
fomewhat  warm,  and  defend  it  Irom 
the  air,  which  is  all  that  can  be  ex- 
pected in  thefe  cafes  from  anyplaf- 
ter.  Some  of  our  indufl^rioiis  me- 
dicine-makers have  thought  thefe 
purpofes  might  be  anfwered  by  a 
cheaper  compofiiion,-  and  accord- 
ingly have  added  a  large  quantity 
of  common  whiting  and  hog's  lard. 
This,  however,  is  by  no  means  al- 
lowable, not  only  as  it  does  not 
ftick  fo  well,  but  likewife  as  the 
lard  is  apt  to  grow  rancid  and  acri- 
monious. The  counterfeit  is  di- 
ftiu'niifliable  bv  the  eve. 
EiVIPLASTRUM  LITHARGY- 
RI  cum  RESINA. 
hond. 

  RESINOSUM. 

Edinb. 
formerly 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE 
ADH^SIVUM. 
Litharge  flajlcr  ivilh  refin. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Common  plaftcr,  three  pounds  ; 

Yellow  refin,  half  a  pound. 
Melt  the  common  plafter  over  a 

very  gentle  fire  ;  then  add  the 

rtfin,  firft  reduted  into  powder, 
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that  it  may  melt  the  fooncr;  and 

mix"  them  all  together. 

Thisplafter  may  otherwife  be  made, 
by  taking,  inftead  of  the  com- 
mon plafter,  its  ingredients  oil 
and  litharge;  and  adding  the 
refin  a  little  before  they  have 
come  to  the  due  confiftence; 
then  continue  the  boiling,  till 
the  plafter  is  fiiiiflied. 
It  turns  out  the  moft  elegant 

when  made,  by  this  laft  method. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Common  plafter,  five  parts; 

White  refin,  one  part.  ' 

Thefe  plailers  are  ufed  chiefly 
as  adhefives,  for  keeping  on  other 
dreffings,  &c. 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGYRI 
COMPOSITUM; 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE 
cum  GUMMI. 
Compound  litharge  flafler. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Litharge  plafter,  three  pounds  ; 
Galbanum  ftrained,  eight  ounces; 
Common  turpentine,  ten  drams  ; 
Frankincenfe,  three  ounces. 

Melt  the  galbanum  wirli  the  tur- 
pentine, over  a  gentle  fire,  and 
Iprinkle  in  the  frankincenfe,  re- 
duced to  powder:  then  gradually 
mix  with  thefe  the  litharge  plaf- 
ter, previoufly  liquefied  by  a 
very  gentle  heat. 

Or,  inftead  of  the  litharge  plafter 
already  made,  you  may  take  the 
oil  and  litharge  boiled  together. 
As  fooa  as  thefe  unite,  before 
they  have  acquired  the  confift- 
ence of  a  plafter,  the  other'  in- 
gredients are  to  be  added. 
EMPLASTRUM  GUMMO- 
SUM. 
Gum  plafter. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Litiiarge  plafter,  eight  parts  • 
Gum  ammoniac,  ftrained, 
Galbauiim,  ftrained, 
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Yellow  wax,— .of  each  one  part. 

Both  thefe  plafters  are  ufed  as 
cUgeflives  and  fnppiiratives ;  par- 
ticularly in  abfcclfes,  after  a  part  of 
the  matter  has  been  maturated  and 
difcharged,  for  fnppiirating  or  dif- 
cufling  the,  remaining  hard  part ; 
but  whethtr  they  derive  any  ad- 
vantage from  the  gums  is  a  very 
doubtful  point. 

EMPLASTRUM  CUMINI; 
Cummin  plajler. 
Land. 

Take  of  . 

Burguncly  pitch,  three  pounds  ; 
Yellow  wax, 
Cummin  feeds, 
Caraway  feeds, 

Bay  berries, — each  three  ounces. 
Melt  the  pitch  with  the  wax  ;  then 
fprinkle  in  the  other  ingredients, 
firft  reduced  into  a  powder,  and 
mix  the  whole  well  together. 
This  plafter  ftands  recommended 
as  a  moderately  tcar/n  dijcutient  ; 
and  is  direfted  by  fome  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  hypogaftric  region,  for 
Jlrejigthening  the  vijcera,  and  expelling 
Jlatukncics. 

It  is  doubted  whether  this  plafter 
derives  any  advantage  from  ei- 
ther of  the  feeds  or  bayberries, 
which  affift:  in  forming  its  com- 
pofition — the  Burgundy  pitch  is 
alone  confidered  as  the  adive  in- 
gredient. 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGY- 
RI  COMPOSITUM; 
•vulgo 

EMPLASTRUM   DEFENSIVUM  fcU 
ROBOR  ANS. 
KJinb. 
Compound  litharge  plajler. 
Take  of 

Litharge    plafter,  twenty-four 

parts ; 
White  refin,  fix  parts  ; 
Yellow  wax, 

Olive  oil, — of  each  three  parts ; 
Vitriolated  iron  calcined,  eight 
parts. 


Rub  xWc  colcothar  with  the  oil,  and 
afterward  add  it  to  the  reft  when 
melted. 

This  plafter  is  laid  round  the 
lips  of  wounds  and  ulcers,  over  the 
other  drelfings,  for'defcnding  them 
from  inflammation,  and  a  fluxion  of 
humours ;  which  however,  as  Mr. 
SriAR"  very  juftly  obferves,  plaf- 
ters, on  account  of  their  confif- 
tence,  tend  rather  to  bring  on  than 
to  prevent. 

EMPLASTRUM  AMMONIACI  ^ 
cum  HYDRARGYRO ; 
Jormerly 

EMPLASTRUM  ex  AMMONI- 
ACO  cum  MERCURIO. 

Plajler  9f  amnionlacum  with  quick- 
fiver. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum  ftrained,  one 
pound  ; 

Purified  quickfilver,  three  ounces  ; 
Sulphurated  oil,   one  dram  by 
weight,  or  what  is  lufticient. 
Grind  tiie  quickfilver  with  the  ful- 
phurated  oil,  till  it  ceafc  to  ap- 
pear ;  then,  having  melted  the 
ammoniacum,  add  it  gradually, 
a  little  before  it  cools,  to  this 
mixture;  and  let  the  whole  be 
perfedly  mingled  together. 
This  is  a  very  well  cpntrived 
mercurial  plafter.  If  in  fome  cafes 
it  fliould   not  prove  adhefive  e- 
nough,   the   addition  of  a  fmall 
quantity  of  turpentine  will  readily 
make'  it  fo. 

EMPLASTRUM  dc  BELLA- 
DONxVA. 
Plajler  of  deadly  night  JliaJc. 
Take  of  the 

Juice  ol  the  recent' herb  bella- 
donila, 

Linfeed  oil, — each  nine  ounces  ; 
Yellow  wax,  fix  ounces; 
Venice  turpentiire,  fix  drams ; 
Powder  of  the  herb  of  belladonna, 
two  ounces. 
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Let  them  be  formed  into  a  plafter 
accordiiu,  to  art.  It  has  been  faid 
that  Belladonna  externally 
apfjlieu  has  «  very  powerful  in- 
fluence both  on  the  nerves  and 
blood  veifels  of  the  parts ;  and 
hence  confiJerabiy  atfefts  both 
the  circuhition,  a  id  the  llite  of 
fenilbility  of  the  part;  and  hence 
when  applied,  pa.ticularlv  in  af- 
fedtions  of  c  le  mammse  and 
fcrotum,  in  form  of  plalter,  it 
has  allewateJ  very  great  pains, 
and  had  great  influence  in  <lif- 
cujjing  tumors,  and  promoting  a  fa- 
-jourabh  ftfppuration. 

EMPLASTRUM  LITHARGY- 
RI  CUM  HYDRARGYRO ; 

formcrlv 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE 
CUM  MERCURIC. 
Litharge  plajlcr  with  quickjilver. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Litharge  plafter,  one  pound  ; 
Qiiickliiver,  tiiree  ounces ; 
Piiritied    fulphurated    oil,  one 
dram  by  weight,  or  what  is 
fufficient. 
Make  them  into  a  plafter,  after  the 
fame  manner  as  the  emplaftrum 
ammoniaci  cum  mercurio. 
E3IPLASTRUM  HYDRAR-  ' 

GYRI; 

VllJ'^O 

CCERULEUM. 

(Quickjilver  plajier.' 
Edinb. 

Take  of 
Olive  oil, 

White  refin, — of  each  one  part ; 
Qiiickfilver,  three  parts ; 
Litharge  plafter,  fix  parts. 
Slelt  the  oil  and  refin  together,  and 
when  cold,  nifa  the  quickfilver 
with  them  till  perfediy  incor- 
porated ;  then  add  the  common 
plafter  melted,  hy  degrees,  and  ac- 
curately mix  the  whole  together. 
Thefe   mercurial    plafters  are 
looked  on  as  po-jjerful  refolvents  and 
4--Jcu(icnis^  acting  with  much  great- 


er certainty  in  thefe  intentions, 
than  any  compofition  of  vegetable 
fubftances  alone;  the  mercury  ex- 
erting itielf  in  a  confiderable  de- 
gree, and  being  fometimes  itatro- 
duced  into  the  habit  in  fuch  quan- 
tity as  to  effeft  the  mouth.  Pains 
in  the  j  ints  ?LnA4imbs  from  a  vene- 
real caufe,  nodes,  toplis,  and  begins 
ning  hidurations  of  the  glands,  are 
faid  fometimes  to  yield  to  them. 
EMPLASTRUM  THURIS 
COMPOSITUM ; 
formerly 

EMPLASTRUM  ROBORANS. 
Strengthening  plajler. 
Take  of 

Litharge  plaftei-,  two  pounds  ; 
Frankincenfe,  half  a  pound; 
Dragon's  blood,  three  ounces. 
Melt  the  common  plafter,  and  add 
to  it  the  other  ingredients  re- 
duced into  a  powder. 
The  dragon's  blood  ftiould  be  re- 
duced to  a  very  fine  powder, 
otherwife  the  mixture  will  not  be 
of  an  uniform  colour. 
This  is  a  reformation  of  the  la- 
borious and  injudicious  compofi- 
tion defcribed  in   our  preceding 
Pharmacopcoias,  under  .the  title  of 
Emplast^tjm  ad  herniam;  and 
though  far  the  moft  elegant  and 
Cmple,  is  as  efFeaual  for  that  pur- 
pof*  as  any  of  the  medicines  of 
this  kind.  If  conftantly  worn,  with 
a  proper  bandage,  it  will,  in  chil- 
dren, frequently  do  fervice ;  though 
perhaps  not  fo  much  from  any 
ftrengthening  quality  of  the  ingre- 
dients, as  from  its  being  a  foft, 
clofe,  and  adhefive  covering.  It 
has  been  fuppofed,  that  plafters 
compofed  of  ftyptic  medicines  con- 
ftringe  and  ftrengthen  the  part  to 
which  they  are  applied  ;  but  on  no 
veryjuft  foundation;  for  plafters  in 
general  relax  rather  than  aftringe- 
the  unftuous  ingredients,  necefiary 
in  their  compofition,  counteraainz 
and  deftroying  the  elfea  of  the 
others. 
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EMPLASTRUM  SAPONIS. 
Seap  plajicr, 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Litharge  plafter,  three  pounces ; 
Hard  foap,  half  a  pound. 

Having  melted  the  common  plafter, 
mix  with  it  the  foap,  and  boil 
them  to  the  confiftence  of  a  plaf- 
ter. Take  care  not  to  let  it  grow 
too  cold,  before  you  form  it  into 
rolls,  for  then  it  will  prove  too 
brittle. 

EMPXASTRUM  SAFONA- 
CEUM. 

Saponaceous  plajler. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Litharge  plafter,  four  parts  ; 
Gum  plafter,  two  parts  ; 
Spanifti  foap,  fliaved  thin,  one 
part. 

Melt  the  plafters  together,  and  add 
the  foap  ;  afterwards  boil  it  a  lit- 
tle, that  it  may  make  an  em- 
plafter. 

Thefe  plafters  have  been  called 
refolvents  from  the  foaps  of  w^hich 
they  are  formed,  and  the  laft  is 
fuppofed  to  poflefs  fuperior  refol- 
vent  powers  from  the  gum  plafters 
with  which  the  foap  is  united  ;  but 
fome  praftitioners  greatly  doubt 
whether  any  advantage  is  derived 
from  either  addition. 

EMPLASTRUM  LADANI 
COMPOSITUM  ; 
formerly 

EMPLASTRUM  STOMACPII- 
CUM. 

Compound  plajler  of  ladanum. 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Ladanum,  three  ounces ; 

Frankincenfe,  one  ounce ; 

Cinnamon,  powdered, 

The  expreflVd  oil  of  nutmegs, 
—  each  half  an  ounc'e  ; 

Oil  of  fpear  mint,  one  dram. 
Having  melted  the  frankincenfe, 

add  to  it  firft  the  ladanum  foft- 

cned  by  heat,  and  then  the  oil 


of  nutmegs.  Afterwards  mix 
thefe  with  tlie  cinnamon  and  oil 
of  mint;  and  beat  them  together 
in  a  warm  mortar,  into  a  mafs, 
which  is  to  be  kept  in  a  clofe 
vefTel. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  ftomach 
plafter.  It  is  contrived  fo  as  to  be 
eafily  made  occafionally  (for  thefe 
kinds  of  compofitions,  on  account 
of  their  voiatile  ingredients,  are  not 
fit  for  keeping),  and  to  be  but  mo- 
derately adhefive,  fo  as  not  to  of- 
fend the  fkin ;  and  that  it  may 
without  difficulty  be  frequently 
taken  olF  and  renewed,  which 
thefe  forts  of  applications,  in  or- 
der to  their  producing  any  confi- 
derable  effeft,  require  to  be. 

This  plafter  is  applied  to  the  pit 
of  the  ftomach,  in  lacaknefs  of  that 
vifcus^  in  vomit ingSf  the  df order 
improperly  called  the  heartburn^ 
Sec.  and  fometimes  with  fucccfs. 
The  pit  of  the  ftomach,  however, 
as  FIoFFMAN  has  obferved,  is  not 
always  the  moft  proper  place  for 
applications  of  this  kind.  If  ap- 
plied to  the  five  lower  ribj  of  the  left 
fide,  towards  the  back,  the  ftomach 
will  in  general  receive  more  benefit 
from  them ;  for  it  appears  from  anato- 
mical infpe£lion,  that  greateft  part 
of  it  is  fituated  there. 

EMPLASTRUM  CANTHA- 
RIDIS: 
formerly 

EMPLASTRUM  VESICATO- 
RIUM. 

Blifiering  plafter. 
Plafter  of  cantharis. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Plafter  of  wax,  two  pounds ; 
Cantharides,  very  "finely  pow- 
dered, one  pound  ; 
Prepared  hog's  lard,  Iwlfapound. 
Melt  the  plafter  and  lard,  and,  a 
little  before  they  coagulate,  mix 
in  the  cantharides. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 
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Sheep's  fuet. 
Yellow  wax. 
White  rcliii, 

Cantharides,  in  fine  powder, — of 
each  an  equal  quantity. 
After  the  reft  are  melted,  remove 
them  from  the  tire,  and  add  the 
cantharides. 

Cantharides,  if  good,  feldoni 
fail,  when  applied  to  the  fkin,  of 
railing  blifters;  if  therefore  the 
plafier  formed  of  them  fhould  not 
iucceed  in  common  cafes,  it  is  ei- 
ther owing  to  mifmanagement,  or 
badnefs  of  the  cantharides  them- 
felves.  Great  care  fhould  be  taken 
in  the  leleclion  of  fuch  as  are  very 
frefli,  and  the  plafter  ll)Ould  not 
be  fver-heated  in  the  making,  nor 
fhould  the  plafter,  when  made  for 
application,  be  fpread  with  too  hot 
a  fpatula  ;  for  cither  one  or  the 
other  of  thefe  circumftances  will 
prevent  their  efFeft  from  being 
properly  produced. 

If  fufficient  attention  be  paid  to 
the  circumftances  necelTary  to  be 
obferved  in  forming  and  applying 
this  compofition,.  they  anfwer 
every  piirpofe  fully,  and  as  effec- 
tualiy  as  the  more  elaborate  com- 
pontions  formerly  ufed  ;  which 
had  united  with  cantharides,  black 
pepper,  muftard,  vinegar,  verdegris, 
Venice  turpentine,  &c. 

To  fome  conftitutions  bliftering 
is  a  very  painful  ■  application  ; 
which  fome  have  thought  might 
be  mitigated,  by  the  addition  of 


opium,  without  preventing  the  good 
etfefts  for  which  they  were  ap- 
plied. , 

Emplastrum  anodyno- 
discutiens. 
j^n  anodyne  and  difcutient  plafter. 
Take  of 

Cummin  plafter,  two  ounces; 
Camphor,  three  drams ; 
Thebaic  extraft,  one  dram  and 
a  half. 

Grind  the  camphor,  with  fome 
drops  of  oil  olive,  into  a  vecy 
fubtile  powder,  and  then  mix  it 
with  the  other  ingredients,  ac- 
cording to  art,  into  a  plafter. 
Emplastrum  calidum. 
Jf^arm  plajier. 

Take  of 

Gum  plafter,  one  ounce  ; 

Bliftering  plafter,  two  drams. 
Melt  them  together  over  a  gentle 

fire. 

Emplastrum  suppurans. 
Suppurating  plajler. 

Take  of 

Gum  plafter,  an  ounce  and  a 
half ; 

Burgundy  pitch,  half  an  ounce. 
Melt  them  together. 

The  ufes  of  the  three^foregoing 
compofitions,  which  are  taken  from 
our  hofpitals,  are  fufliciently  ob- 
vious from  their  titles.  The  warm 
plafter.  is  a  very  ftimulating  appli- 
cation, of  great  ufe  in  fixt  pains ; 
as  in  the  rheumatifm,  fciatica.  be- 
ginning chilblains,  &c. 
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OINTMENTS  and  liniments 
differ  from  plafters  little  o- 
therwife  than  in  confiftence.  An 
ofEcuial  plafter,  diluted  with  fo 
niirch  oil  as  will  reduce  it  to  the 
thicknefs  of  ftiff  honey,  forms  an 
ointment :  by  further  ihcreafing 
the  oil,  it  becomes  a  liniment. 

For  making  ointments,  the  col- 
lege of  Edinburgh  give  the  follow- 
ing direftions.  Let  the  fatty  and 
refinous  fubflances  be  melted  over 
a  flow  fire,  afterwards  they  fhould 
be  diligently  ftirred,  fprinkiing  in  at 
the  fame  time  the  dry  ingredients, 
if  there  fliould  be  any,  reduced  to 
a  very  fine  powder,  until  the  mix- 
ture cooling  becomes  of  a  proper 
confiftence. 

UNGUENTUM  CERiE; 
formerly 

UNGUENTUM  ALBUM. 
J-Vax  ointment. 
Land, 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint ; 

White  wax,  four  ounces ; 

Spermaceti,  three  ounces. 
jLiquefy  them  by  a  gentle  fire,  and 

keep  them  conftantly  and  brilkly 

ftirring,  till  grown  thoroughly 

cold. 

UNGUENTUM  CERUSS^E; 

Ukguentum  alb^m. 
CeruJ's  ihitmcnt. 
EJ'inb. 

Take  of 

Simple  ointment,  fiv'e  parts  % 
Ceruffe,  one  part.    M.  S.  A. 
Thefe  are  ufeful,  cooling,  emol- 
lient ointments,  of  lervice  in  ex  co- 
llations, and  fimilar  frettings  of  the 


fkin.  The  cerufs  is  omitted  In  the 
firft  prefcription,  on  a  fufpicion 
that  it  might  produce  fume  ill  ef- 
fe(ft,  when  applied,  a's  thefe  un- 
guents frequently  are,  to  the  tender 
bodies  of  children.  Though  there 
'does  not  feem  to  be  much  danger 
in  this  external  ufe  of  cerufs,  the 
addition  of  it  is  the  lefs  necef- 
fary  here,  as  there  is  another  oint- 
ment containing  a  more  aftivc  pre- 
paration of  the  fame  metal,  the  »n- 
guentum  cerujpe  acetata  ;  which  may 
be  occafionallv  mixed  with  this, 
or  employed  by  itfelf,  in  cafes 
where  faturnine  applications  are 
wanted. 

UNGUENTUM  ^RUGINIS. 

Ointmait  of  -jerdigris. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Ointment  of  white  refin,  fifteen 
parts  ; 

Verdigris  in  fine  powder,  one 
part. 

This  is  ufed  for  cleanfing  fores, 
and  keeping  down  fungous  flsfl-!. 
When,  from  local  debility  of  the 
veflels,  ulcers  continue  to  run,  the 
tonic  power  of  verdigris  promifcs 
confiderablc  advantage. 

When  it  is  a  little  reduced  with 
hog's  lard,  or  the  ointment  of 
flieep's  fuet,  it  is  frequent)'  ufed 
in  cafes  of  ophtfialmia  depending 
on  fcrophula,  where  the  eye  lids 
are  principally  atfefted,  and  with, 
advantage. 

,     UNGUENTUM  ANODY- 
NUM. 
sAnodync  ointment. 

Take  of 

Olive  oO,  ten  drams ; 
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Yellow  wax,  four  drams ; 

Crude  opium,  one  dram. 
Mix  them  according  to  art  fo  as  to 

form  a  a  ointment. 

This  is  an  ufefiil  application  for 
alleviating  pain,  and  though  it  does 
not  a(5l  fo  quickly  as  the  anodyne 
baliuni,  ftill  its  action  is  more  pjsr- 
manrnt. 

Belides  it  is  an  ufeful  drefling 
for  fores  attended  with  fevere  pains, 
to  which  opium  when  diflblved  in 
fpirit  cannot  be  applied. 

UNGUENTUM  H^MOR- 
RHOIDALE. 
Olntmait  for  the  piles. 
Take  of  :, 

Ga^s,    finely  powdered,  two 
drams ; 

Camphor,  half  a  dram  ; 

Hog's  iard  prepared,  one  ounce. 
The  camphor  muft  be  firft  pow- 

tlsred  and  incorporated  «ith  the 

lard,  then  let  the  galls  be  added. 

This  ointment  is  a  very  ufeful 
application  for  the  piles^  efpecially 
if  the  uie  of  leeches  have  beerf  pre- 
Hiifed. 

UNGUENTUM  RESINiE 
FLAY.*:; 
fmmsrly 

UNGUENTUM  BASILICUM 
FLAVUM. 

\dlo'vj  ointment  of  rejin. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint ; 
Yellow  v.ax, 

Ytilow  refin, —  each  one  pound. 
Melt  the  wax  and  reGn,  over  a 
gentle  fire  ;  then  add  the  oil,  and 
v.i-.iiS-  the  mixture  remains  hot, 
ftrain  I'. 

Ldinb. 

Take  of 

ll'jg's  lard,  eigfit  parts ; 

White  refin,  five  pat  is  ; 

Yellow  wax,  two  parts. 
Diilolve  them  over  a  gentle  fire. 

Thcfc  are  commonly  employed 
in  drcfiings,  for  digepvg^  clcon  'fing^ 
and  incarnating  "jj-.imds  and  ulctn. 


UNGUENTUM  BASILICUM 
VIRIDE. 
Grce7i  hafilicum  ointment. 
Land. 

Take  .of 

Yellow  bafilicum,  eight  oune«s  ; 
Oil  olive,  three  ounces  by  mea- 
fure  ; 

Verdigris  prepared,  one  oimce. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment. 

This  ointment  is  an  efficacious 
detergent.  Our  hofpitals  have 
been  accuftomed  to  prepare  an 
ointment  greatly  refembling  this, 
under  the  title  of  Unguentum  viride 
detergcHS. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRAR- 
GYRI ; 
vulgo 

UkGUENTUM  CCERULEUM.  ' 

Qttickjilver  ointment. 
Take  of 

Quickfilver, 

Mutton  fuet, — each  one  part : 
Hog's  lard,  three  parts. 
Rub  them  diligently  together  in  a 
mortar,  until  the  globules  total- 
ly difappear. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRAR- 
GYRf  NITRATf  FORTIUS  } 

Lond.  and  Kd'inb, 

unguentu'm'citrinum. 

Strong  ointment  of  nitrated  qmckfil^ 
'■Jcr. 

Edinh.  . 

Take  of 

Quickfilver,  one  ounce ; 
Nitrous'acid,  two  ounces; 
Hog's  lard,  prepared,  one  pound. 

DifToive  the  quickfilver  in  the  fpi- 
rit of  nitre,  by  digeftion  in  a 
fand-heat  ;  ami,  whilft  the  fo- 
lution  is  very  hot,  mix  with  it 
the  lard,  previoufly  melted  by 
itfflf,  and  juft  beginning  to  grow 
fiiff.  Stir  them  brifkly  toge- 
ther, in  a  marble  mortar,  fo  as 
to  form  the  whole  into  an  oint- 
ment. By  adding  double  the 
quantify  of  prepared  hog's  lard, 
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th-e  UNRUENTUM  HYDUARGYRI 

NITRA7I  Minus  is  foimcc!. 

Though  the  aftivity  of  this  lu- 
trated  mercurial  fait  is  moderat- 
ed by  the  animal  f.it  with  which 
it  is  joined  ;  yet  it  forms  a  very 
aftive  ointment,  and  is  frequently 
employed  with   fuccefs  in  cuta- 
neous cafes;  and  other  topical  af- 
fetStions.    In  this  flate  the  faline 
fubftance  does  not  enter  the  habit  fo 
quickly  as  the  quickfilver  does  in 
the  other  ointments  in  which  it 
makes   the  principal   ingredient ; 
hence  in  fome  cafes  it  is  employed 
with  more  freedom.  But  fliould  it, 
as  it  fometimes  does,  excoriate,  and 
inflame  the  parts ;   or  fliould  it 
grow  hard,  as  it  is  apt  to  do  from 
the  action  of  the  acid  upon  the 
lard,  it  will  be  then  necelTary  to 
reduce  the  flrength  of  the  oint- 
ment, by  the  addition  of  more 
lard. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRAR- 
GYRI  FORTIUS  ; 
formerly 

UNGUENTUM  CCERULEUM 
FORTIUS. 
Stronger  ointment  of  quickfilver. 
LonJ. 

Take  of 

Hog's  lard,  prepared,  twenty- 
three  ounces ; 

Quickfilver,  two  pounds; 

Mutton  fuer,  prepared,  one 
ounce. 

Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the 
fuet,  and  a  little  hog's  lard,  till 
the  globules  difappear ;  then 
gradually  add  the  remainder  of 
the  lard,  and  mix  them  careful- 
ly together. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDR.'^r& 
GYRIMITIUS; 

formerly 

UNGUENTUM  Qp.^I^'LEUM 

mititJ'S. 

Milder  o:nimf7it  of  quickjihcr. 
Land. 

Take  of 


The  flronger  ointment  of  quick- 
filver, one  part ; 

Hog's  lard,  prepared,  two  parts. 
Mix  them. 

Mercurial  unguents  have  in  ma- 
ny cafes  the  fame  effefts  with  the 
preparations  of  this  mineral  taken 
internally  ;  and  are  at  prefent  fre- 
quently employed,  not  only  againfi 
cutaneous  diforders^  as  alterants  ;  but 
likewife  in  venereal  and  other  ob- 
ftinate  cafes,  for  raifing  a  faiiva- 
tion.  The  ptyalifm  excited  by 
un£lion  is  faid  to  be  attended  with 
the  feweft  inconveniencies,  and  to 
perform  the  moft  complete  cure. 
In  fome  conftitutions,  mercurials 
taken  inwardly,  run  off  by  the  in- 
teftines,  without  affefting  the 
mouth;  and  in  others,  they  afFecfl 
the  falival  glands  fo  quickly,  as  to 
occafion  a  copious  ptyalifm,  with- 
out extending  their  aftion  to  tlie 
remoter  parts,  and  confequently 
without  removing  the  caufe  of  the 
difeafe. 

The  fimple  manner  in  which 
thefe  ointments  are  made  forms  one 
of  their  excellencies,  as  they  can 
be  rubbed  much  longer  on  the 
fkin,  without  fretting  or  excoriat- 
ing it,  as  they  ufed  to  do  when 
turpentine  and  fulphurated  oil 
were  ufed  to  deftroy  the  globulous 
appearances  of  the  quickfitver.  In 
fome  very  tender  fliins,  even  thefe 
ointments  will  occafion  fome  un- 
eafinefs  ;  the  parts  mud  then  be 
occafionally  changed,  at  which  the 
fri(ftion  is  performed  ;  for  what- 
ever parts  .nre  made  choice  of^  the 
qillc-Jilvcr  will  be  abforbed  into 
iK  iu'.bit  ;  though  the  infides  of 
ijs  and  thighs -are  the  places 
■e  the  operatioa  is  firlt  be- 

UNGUENTUM  GUMMl 
ELkMI  COMPOSITUM. 
Compound  ointnitnt  of  gum  elemi. 
Lend. 

Take  of 
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Mutton    fuet,    prepared,  two 

pounds ; 
Gmn  elemi,  one  pound  ; 
Common  turpentine,  ten  ounces; 
Olive  oil,  two  ounces. 
Melt  the  gum  with  the  fuet,  and 
having  taken  them  from  tlie  fire, 
immediately  mix  in  the  turpen- 
tine and  oil ;  then,  whilft  the 
mafs  remains  fluid,  drain  it  off. 
>   This  unguent  has  long  been  in 
lufe  for  (iigijling,  ckanjing,  and  In- 
carnating; and  for  thefe  purpofes 
iis  prererred  by  fomc  to  all  the  other 
.compoljtions  of  t;iis  kind. 
UNGUENTCM  HELLEBORI 
'  ALBI. 
Ointment  of  n-hite  hellebore. 
'Take  of 

White  hellebore,  powdered,  one 
ounce ; 

Ointment  of  hog's  lard,  four 

ounces; 
Oil  of  lemon,  half  a  fcruple. 
!ftlix,  and  make  an  ointment. 

This  is  cohlidered  as  an  elegant 
ipplication   for   cutaneous  affec- 
tions, from  the  hellebore,  which 
nas  been  held  for  a  long  time  in 
.ligh  eftimation  for  complaints  of 
:his  fort;  and  this  is  faid  to  be  the 
jeft  mode  of  externally  applying 
X.    It  is  alfo  ufed  externally  in 
cbrm  of  lotions,  and  has  in  many 
afei  proved  efficacious. 
UNGUENTUM  NICOTIA- 
NS, 
Ointment  of  tobacco. 
ake  of 

Tobacco,  cut  very  fmall,  five 
ounces ; 

Hog's  lard,  one  pound  and  an 
half. 

jtx  thefe  be  boiled  together  over  a 
flow  fire  for  two  or  three  hours ; 
then  ftrain^d  whilft  hot,  and 
ftronoiy  preffcd  through  linen; 
or  th-;  tobacco  may  be  firlt  in- 
fufed  in  a  pint  or  more  of  boil- 
ing v/ater,  and,  when  cold,  adt'ed 
to  the  lard,  and  boiled  together 


till  the  water  is  perfectly  eva- 
porated. 

This  ointment,  it  is  faid,  will  af- 
ford an  effeftual  cure  for  many 
cutaneous  affeftions. 
UivC'UENTUM  CALCIS  HY- 
DRARGYRI  ALIJI ; 
formerly 

UNGUENTUM  E  MERCURIO 
PR/ECIPITATO. 
Ointment  of  ivliite  calx  of  quick- 
Jzh-er. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Simple  ointment,  an  ounce  and 
a  half ; 

White  calx  of  quickfilver,  one 
dram. 

Mix  and  make  an  ointment. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  mercurial 
ointment,  and  frequently  made  m{& 
of  againft  cutaneous  diforders.  la 
the  laft  Pharmacopeia,  two  drams 
of  precipitated  fulphur  was  added, 
which  is  in  this  omitted,  and  one 
fcruple  more  of  the  calx  added  ; 
which  may  be  confidered  as  a  great 
improvement,  in  as  much  as  the 
ointment  now  is  deprived  of  its 
offenfive  fmell,  and  is  made  more 
aftive. 

UnGUENTUM  OPHTHALMICUM. 

Kye  ointment. 

Take  of 

Ointment  of  tutty,  an  ounce  and 
a  half; 

Saturnine    ointment,    half  an 

ounce ; 
Camphor,  half  a  dram. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment according  to  art. 
This  ointment  may  likewife  be 
made  with  two,  three,  or  mote 
times  the  quantity  of  camphor. 
This  unguent  is  very  well  con- 
trived for  the  purpofe  expreffed  in 
its  title  ;■  fcarce  any  of  thofe  com- 
monly met  with  being  of  equal  ef- 
ficacy   in    inflammations^    and  hot 
acrid  dcfiuxions  on  the  eyes.    But  as  a 
good  deal  of  caution  is  requiUte  iu 
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the  life  of  faturnine  applications 
for  fo  tender  an  organ  as  the  eye; 
and  as  compbfitions  of  tiiis  kind 
may  be  eafily  formed  ext  m;  ora- 
neoufly,  with  fuch  proportions  of 
the  ingredients  as  the  prefcribtr 
fliall  think  fit;  the  Edinburgh  i'har- 
macopaMa  hns  now  omitted  it. 
UNGUENTUM  PICIS. 
Ointment' of  tar. 
Lo?td. 

Take  of 

Mutton  fuet,  prepared,- 
Tar,~each,  equal  weights. 

Melt  them  together,  and  flrain  the 
mixture  whilll  hot.  . 

Ed  ink  ' 

Take  of. 

Liquid  pitch,  five  parts ; 

Yellow  wax,  two  parts. 

Thefe  compofitions,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  half  their  weight  of  refin^ 
have  long  been  ufed  in  the  fl)ops  as 
a  cheap  fubftitute  for  the  black  ba- 
filicum. 

Thefe  ointment's,  from  the  tar 
which  they  contain,  have  been 
confidered  to  poflefs  fome  aftlvi- 
ty,  and  have  h^e.n  fucccfsfully  em- 
ployed againft  foriie  cutiineous  af- 
fections, particularly  thofe  of  do- 
meftic  animals;  and  they  have  fre- 
quently been  ufeful  in  the  tinea 
capitis ;   but  have  little  fliare  in 
the  prefeut  praftice. 
UNGUENTUM  SAMBUCI. 
Ointment  of  elder. 
Lond, 

Take  of 

Elder  flowers,  full  blown,  fo\ir 
pounds ; 

Mutton  fuet,  prepared,  tbjree 
pounds ; 

Oil  olive,  one  pint. 
Melt  thfe  fuet  with  the  oil,  and  in 

this  mixture  boil  the  flowers  till 

they  be  alnioft  cfi^p.  Then  ftraia 

and'  prefs  out  the  ointment. 

This  ointment  does  not  Teem  fu- 
perior  to  fome  others,  which  are 
much  neater,  and  preparable  at 
leis  expenfe.    It  can  fcarcciy  be 


fuppofed  to  receive  any  confidcr- 
able  virtue  from  the  ingredients 
from  which  it  takes  its  name. 

UNGUENTUM  CERUSS#. 
ACETATyE; 
Lond.  and  Ediuk 
formerly 

UxNGUENT.  SATURNINUM. 
Ointment  of  acetated  ctrufs. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  half  a  pint ; 
White  wax,  two  ounces ; 
Acetated  cemfs,  two  drams. 

Let  the  acetated  cerufs,  reduced 
into  a  very  fubtile  powder,  be 
ground  with  fome  part  of  the 
oil,  and  the  wax  melted  with  the 
reft  of  the  oil.  Mix  both  toge- 
ther, and  keep  them  ftirring  tiji 
the  oiattfient  be  cold. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Simple  ointment,  twenty  parts ; 
Acetated  cerufs,  one  part. 
Both  thefe  ointments  are  ufeful 
cooh  rs  and  dcjiccativcs ;  much  lupe- 
rior  both  in  elegancy  and  eiHcacy 
to  the  nutritum  or  tripharmacnmy 
held  at  one  time  in  fuch  high 
eftimarion. 

UNGUENTUM  ADIPIS 
SUILLiE ; 
formerly 
Unguc:ntum  simplsxv 
Ointment  of  hog^s  lard. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Hog's  lard,  tried,  two  pounds ; 
Rofe  water,  three  ounces  by  mear 
fure. 

Beat  the  lard  with  the  rofe  water, 
till  they  be  well  mixed.  Thtn 
melt  them  over  a  very  gentle 
fire,  and  wait,  that  the  water 
may  fubfide  :  pour  the  lard  off 
from  the  water,  and  ftir  it  well 
till  it  grows  cold. 

UNGUENTUM  ROSACEUM; 

vul^o 

POMATUM. 


Qhap.  XI.  Ointments,  Liniments,  and  Cerates. 


The  rofe  ointment,  commonly  called 
pomatum, 
Ealnb. 

On  any  quantity  of  hog's  lard,  cut 
into  fmall  pieces,  and  placed  in 
a  glazed  earthen  veflel,  pour  as 
much  water  as  wiH  rife  above  it 
fomc  inches;  ancf  digeft  them 
together  for  ten  davs, "renewing 
the  water  every  day.  Then  li- 
quefy the  lard  with  a  very  gen- 
tle heat,  and  pour  it  into  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  rofe  water.  Work 
them  well  together;  and  after- 
wards, pouring  off  the  water, 
add  to  ,»he  lai-d  fome  drops  of  oil 
of  rhodium. 

Thefc  ointments  are  in  common    u,c  uuav.    as  to  the  in^PrnnI  .  r 

Zl^l  'frr^  ^'^^   °^  -^--y,  whLh  fJmf hat  ac! 

flvm,  and  heahng  chaps.  counted  a  fpecific.  there  are  feveral 
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To  every  pound  of  this  oint- 
ment, half  a  dram  or  a  dram  of 
oil  of  lavender,  or  eflence  of  le- 
mon,  may  be  added. ' 

Sulphur  is  a  ceitam  remedy  for 
the  itch,  more  lafe  and  efficacious 
than  mercury.  For,  as  Dr.  Prin- 
GLE  obferves,  unlefs  a  mercurial 
unftion  were  to_  touch  every  part 
of  the  /kin,  there  can  be  no  cer- 
tainty of  fuccefs;  whereas,  by  a 
fulphureous  one,  a  cure  may  be 
obtained  by  only  partial  unAion ; 
the  animalcula,  which  occafion 
this  diforder,  being,  like  other 
infefts,  killed  by  the  fulphureous 
Iteams  which  exhale  by  the  heat  of 
the  body.    As  to  the  internal  ufe 


The  laft  feems  to  be  fuperior, 
as  being  of  a  firmer  confiftence, 
and  likely  to  remain  longer  when 
spplied  to  the  part  affected.  It  is 
alfo  preferred  as  the  bafis  of  other 
more  compound  ointments. 
UNGUENTUM  SIMPI,EX. 

S imple  ointment. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 
Oil  of  olives,  five  parts; 
White  wax,  two  parts. 

UNGUENTUM  SULPHURIS. 
Ointment  of  fulphur. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Hog's  lard,  half  a  pound  ; 


inftances  of  men's  undergointr  a 
complete  falivation  for  the  cure  of 
the  lues  venerea,  without  beinP 
treed  from  the  itch.  But  on  the 
contrary,  it  has  been  advanced, 
there  have  been  numberlefs  in- 
Itances,  where  men  have  not  been 
cured  by  a  long  courfe  of  fulphur, 
when  mercury  has  afterwards  fuc- 
ceeded. 

The  quantity  of  ointment,  here 
direfted,  ferves  for  four  unaions  : 
the  patjent  is  to  be  rubbed  everf 
mght ;  but  to  prevent  any  diforder 
that  might  ai-ife  from  ftoppinP  too 
many  pores  at  once,  a  folrt)i  par^- 
ojthe  body  is  to  be  rubbed  at  one  time. 
1  hough  the  Itch  may  thus  be  cured 


■P,  "         rr~\  ,  T^u       L   ,    .    ;  "I  one  tune. 

^Jowers  oi  fulphur,  four  ounces;  .^^oughthe  itch  may  thus  be  cured 
iiffence  of  lemons,  one  fcruple.  ""'^  P^f  of  ointment,  it  will  be 

.Mix  them  together.  proper  to  renew  the  application 

TivmrTtrvTrTT*,   and  fr>  fmif-U   .._      ' _  * 


UNGUENTUM  SULPHURIS 
"vulgo 

UXGUEXTUM  ANTIPSORICUM. 

Ointment  of  fulphur. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Sulphur,  finely  powdered,  one 
part; 

Hog's  lard,  four  parts. 
Mix,  and  make  them  intp  an  oint- 
m<Dt. 


and  to  touch  the  parts  moft  affeft- 
ec^  for  a  f.w  nights  longer,  till  a 
lecond  quantity  alfo  be  exhaufted  • 
and,  m  the  worfl  cafes,  to  fubjcin 
the  mternal  ufe  of  fulphur,  not 
with  a  vk;w  to  purify  the  blood, 
but  to  diftufe  the  (ieams  more  cer- 
tainly through  the  ikin  ;  there  be- 
i"g  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  ani- 
malcula  may  fometihies  lie  too 
deep  to  be  thorongi.lv  dcltroved 
L>/  extc.-nal  apphV-ations. 
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UNGUENTUM  TUTIJL. 
Ointment  of  ttitty, 
LonJ, 

Let  any  quantity  of  prepared  tutty 
be  mixed  with  as  much  ointment 
of  fpertnaceti,  as  is  fufticient  to 
reduce  it  into  the  confifteuce  of 
a  foft  ointment. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Simple  liniment,  five  parts ; 
Tuttv  prepared,  one  part. 
UNGUENTUM  ZINCI. 
Ointment  of  zinc. 
Ediuh. 

Take  of 

Simple  liniment,  fix  parts; 

Calcined  zinc,  one  part. 

Thefe  ointments  are  much  em- 
ployed in  atfeftions  of  the  eyes  ;  the 
latter  of  which  is  thought  moft 
eligible ;  becaufe  the  others  are 
fuppofed   to  derive   their  power 
from  the  quantity  of  zinc  they  con- 
tain, and  it  is  on  this  account,  that 
the  lapis  calaminaris  is  preferred  to 
tutty,  in  thefe  cafes. 
UNGUENTUiM  CANTHA- 
RIDIS; 
formerly 

.XJnguentum  ad  vesicatoria. 
Land. 
Ointment  of  cantharis. 
Take  of 

Cantharis  powdered,  two  ounces ; 
Diftilled  water,  eight  ounces; 
Ointment  of  yellow  refin,  eight 
ounces. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  cantharides 
to  orte  half,  and  ftrain.  To  the 
ftrained  liquor  add  the  ointment 
of  yellow  refin.  Evaporate  this 
mixture  in  a  water-bath  faturat- 
ed  with  fea  fait,  to  the  con- 
fiftence  of  an  ointment. 
Unguenium  vermifugum. 
Ointment  againjt  ivorms. 

Take  of 

Lavender  cotton, 
Wormwood, 
Rue, 
Savin,  . 


Tanfy  leaves,  frefli  gathered, — 

each,  two  ounces ; 
Oil  olive,  a  pint  and  a  half; 
Hog's  lard,  one  pound  ; 
Yellow  wax,  three  ounces ; 
Ox  gall, 

Socotorinealoes, — each,  an  ounce 
and  a  half; 
Coloquintida, 
Wormfeed,— each,  one  ounce. 
Bruife  the  herbs,  and  boil  them 
with  the  oil  and  lard,  till  the 
aqueous  moifture  be  evaporated  ; 
then  prefs  the  liquor  through  a 
ftrainer,  melt  in  it  the  wax,  and 
afterwards  add  the  other  ingre- 
dients, boiling  and  ftirring  them 
together,  fo  as  to  make  an  oint- 
ment. The  aloes,  coloquintida, 
and  wormfeed,  mullbeprevioufly 
reduced  into  a  very  fubtile  pow- 
der. 

This  ointment  is  rubbed  on  the 
bellies  of  children  for  deftroying 
worms,  and  fometimes^  as  is  faid, 
•with  fuccefs.  It  is  taken  from  a 
preceding  edition  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia  ;  fince  which 
it  is  omitted. 

UNGUENTUM  PULVERIS 
CANTHARIDUM  FORTIUS. 
Ointment  of  the  poiuder  of  cantharides, 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Bafilicum  ointment,  feven parts; 

Cantharides,  powdered,  one  part. 

This  ointment  is  added  in  the 
dreffings  for  blifters,  intended  to 
be  made  perpetual,  as  they  are  call- 
ed, or  to"  be  kept  running  for  a 
confiderable  time,  which,  in  many 
chronic,  and  fome  acute  cafes,  they 
are  required  to  be.  Particular  care 
fliould  be  taken,  that  the  cantha- 
rides employed  in  this  compofition 
be  reduced  into  very  fubtile  pow- 
der, and  that  the  mixture  be  made 
as  equal  and  uniform  as  po(rible. 
UNGUENTUM  INFUSI  CANr 

THARIDUM  MITIUS. 
Ointment  of  the  infufwn  of  canthariJt:, 
Edinb, 
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Take  of 

C'antharides, 
White  refin, 

Yellow  wax,— each,  one  ounce  ; 
Hog's  lard, 

Venice  turpentine, —  each,  two 

ounces; 
Boiling  water,  four  ounces. 
Infufe  the  cantharides  in  the  water, 
in  a  clofe  veflel,  for  a  night;  then 
ftrongly  prefs  o\u  and  ftrain  the 
liquor,'  and  boil  it  with  the  lard 
till  the  watery  moirnire  be  con- 
fu  r.ed  ;  then  add  the  refin,  wax, 
and  turpentine,  and  make  the 
whole  into  an  ointment. 
This  ointment,  containing  the 
foluble  parts  of  the  cantharides 
uniformly  blended  with  the  other 
ingredients,  is  more  commodious, 
and  occafions  lefs  pain,  though  not 
Jefs  effeftual  in  its  intention,  than 
the  foregoing  compolition  with  the 
flv  in  fubftance. 

UXGUENTUM  SPERMATIS 
CETI ; 
formerly 

LINIMEXTUM  ALBUM, 
Ointment  of  fpc'rinaceti. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  three  ounces  by  mea- 
fure ; 

Spermaceti,  fix  drams; 
White  wax,  two  drams. 
Melt  them  together  over  a  gentle 
fire,  and  keep  them  conftantly 
and  brilkly  ftirring,  till  grown 
cold. 

This  differs  only  in  confidence 
irom  the  vn^uentum  ceres. 
LIMMENTUM  AMMONI.E ; 
formerly 

LINTMENTUM  VOLATILE. 

Liniment  of  ammonia. 
Tr,ke  of 

Water  of  ammonia,    half  an 
ounce; 

Olive  oil,  one  ounce  and  a  half. 
Cork  the  phir!,  -  r.d  fliakethem  to- 
gether. 
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Dr.  Pringle  obferves,  that  in 
the  infammatory  quinfey  or  flrangu- 
lation  of  the  fauces.,  a  piece  of 
flannel,  moiftened  with  this  mix- 
ture, and  applied  to  tlie  throat,  to 
be  renewed  every  four  or  five 
hours,  is  one  of  the  moft  eflica- 
cious  remedies.  By  means  of  this 
warm  ftimulating  application,  the 
neck,  and  fometimes  the  whole 
body,  is  put  into  a  fweat,  which, 
after  bleeding,  either  carries  off  or 
leflens  the  inflammation.  Where 
the  fl^in  cannot  bear  the  acrimony 
of  this  mixture,  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  oil  may  be  tried. 

LINIMENTUM  AMMONIjE  FORTIUS, 

Stronger  liniment  of  ammonia. 
Ljond. 

Take  of 

Water  of  pure  ammonia,  one 
ounce ; 

Olive  oil,  two  ounces. 
Cork  the  phial,  and  Jfhake  them 

together. 

OLEUM  AMMONIATUM. 
Ammouiated  oil. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Oil  of  olives,  two  ounces  ; 
Water  of  caufiic  ammonia,  two 
drams. 

Mix  them  fo  that  they  may  unite. 

Thefe  two  differ  only  from  the 
two  former  in  degree  of  strength  ; 
the  pure  or  cauflic  water  of  am- 
monia being  made  ufe  of  inllead 
of  the  milder  water,  and  the  quan- 
tity  aifo  being  in  larger  propor- 
tion. 

Thefe  often  excite  inflammation' 
when  liberally  applied,  and  even 
blifier  a  delicate  fkin. 

Though,  againft  obftinatc  rheu- 
matic arid  ifthiiidic  pains,  they  arc 
oftt-n  fuccefsfully  employed  exter- 
nally. 

CERATUM  SPERMATIS 
CETI ; 

formerly 

CERATUM  ALBUM. 

I  ! 


) 
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Cerate  of  fpermaceti. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  a  quarter  of  a  pint ; 
White  wax,  two  ounces; 
Spermaceti,  half  an  ounce. 
Liquefy  them   all   together,  and 
keep  them  ftirring  till  the  cerate 
be  quite  cold. 

CERATUM  SIMPLEX. 
Simple  cerate, 
EiUnh, 

Take  of 

Oil  of  olives,  fix  parts ; 

White  wSx,  three  parts  ;■ 

Spermaceti,  one  part.  , 

Thefe  differ  from  the"  fimple 
ointment  and  liniment,  only  in 
containing  a  greater  proportion  of 
wax  to  the  oil,  and  the  addition  of 
fpermaceti ;  and,  therefore,  is  more 
eligible  only  in  cafes  where  a  thick- 
er confiCence  is  wanting  than  the 
fimple  ointment  poflefTes. 

CERATUM  RESIN7E  FLA- 

formerly 
CERATUM  CITRINUM. 

Cerate  of  yellow  refn. 
Lottd^ 

Take  of 

Yellow  bafilicum  ointment,  half 
a  pound  ; 

Yellow  wax,  one  ounce. 
Melt  them  together. 

This  is  no  otherwife  different 
from  the  yellow  bafilicum,  than  in 
being  of  a  ftlffer  confidence,  v.  hich 
renders  it  for  fome  purpofcs  more 
commodious. 

LINIMENTUM  CAMPHO- 
\\M  COMPOSITUM.  • 
.   Compound  camphor  liniment. 

Take  of 

Camphor,  two  ounces ; 
Water  of  pure  ammonia,  fix 
ounces  ; 

Spirit  of  lavender,  fixtcen  ounces 
by  weight. 
Mix  the  water  of  pure  ammonia 


with  the  fpirit,  and  dlftil  from  a 
glafs  retort,  with  a  flow  fite,  fix- 
teen  ounces.    Then  diffolve  the 
camphor  in  the  diflilled  liquor. 
This  approaches  near  to  the  em- 
piric Ward's  volatile  effence  ;  but  is 
confiderei  as  a  more  elegant  and 
a£tive  formula ;  and  there  is  little 
doubt  but  it  will  be  equally  ef- 
ficacious in  removing  fome  local 
pains,  as  particular  kinds  of  head- 
ach's,  by  external' application. 

LINIMENTUM  SIMPLEX. 
Simple  linitnent. 
Editib. 

Take  of 

Oil  of  olives,  four  parts ; 

White  wax.  One  part. 

This  is  only  thinner  than. the 
unguentum,  and  may  be  ufed  in- 
ftead  of  that,  where  a  lefs  firm  ap- 
plication is  neceffary. 
CERATUM  LAPIDIS  CALA- 
MINARIS. 

CERATUM  EPULOTICUM. 

Calamine  cerate. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint; 
Yellow  wax, 

Calamine  prepared, — each,  half 
a  pound. 

Liquefy  the  wax  with  the  oil,  ex- 
pofe  it  to  the  air,  and,  as  foon  as 

,  the  mixture  begins  to  grow  ftiff, 
fprinkle  in  the  calamine  ;  keep- 
ing them  conftantly  ftirring  to- 

"  gether,  till  the  cerate  be  quite 
cold. 

Edinb. 

Take"  of 

Simple  cerate,  five  parts  ; 

diamine  prej^ared,  one  part. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  formed 
upon  the  cerate  which  Turner 
ftrongly  recommends  in  cutaneous 
ulcerations  and  excoiiatio/u,  and 
which  have  been  ufuallv  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  his  name.  They  appear  from 
experience  to  be  excellent  epuhtirs^ 
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:a tit!  are  frequently  made  ufe  of  in 
practire. 

*  Ceratum  saponis. 
Soap  cerate. 

Take  of 

Litharge,  in  powder,  one  pound; 
The  fliarpeft  wine  vinegar,  one 
gallon ; 

Caltile  foap,  ftiaved  thin^  half  a 

pound  ; 
Oil  olive,  one  pint ; 
Yellow  wax,  two  ounces. 
"Boil  the  vintgar  with  the  litharge 
with  13,  i\ow  fire,  conllantly  ftir- 
ring,  "until  the  mixture  unites 
and  thickens;  then  mix  in  the 
reft  to  make  a  cerate. 
This  cerate  has  been  ufed  many 
vtars"  with  great  fuccefs,  in  molt 
of  our  hofp.tah,  for  defending  the 
•parts  from  defluxions,  in  frai?ture% 
diilocations,  and  contufions ;  and 
is  univerfally  apjjroved  of,  as  a 
moft  excellent  difcutient. 

Unguentum  paralyticus. 
Paljy  ointment. 

Take  of 
Hog's  lard, 

Oil  of  bavi, — each,  four  ounces ; 
Strong   fpirit  of    vitriol,  one 
ounce. 

Mix,  and  make  them  into  an  un- 
guent. 

This  irritating  cpmpofitio^n  is 
applied  -to  numbed  or  parJilytic 
limbs.  It  foon  reddens  .and  in- 
flames the  fkin,  and,  when  this  ef- 
fect is  produced,  muft  be  taken  off; 
after  wiiich,  the  part  l-,  to  be  anoint- 
ed with  pny  emollient  unguent,  as 
that  of  elder. 

Unguentum  digestivum. 
Dige/iive  ouitment. 
Take  of 

Yellow  bafilicum, 
Black  bafilicum,  —  each,  eight 
ounces ; 

Balfam  of  turpentine,  four  ounces. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment. 


nts,  and  Cerates.  599 

LiNIMENTUM  ANODYNUM. 

Anodyne  liniment. 

Take  of 

Nerve  ointment,  three  ounces;  . 

Balfam  of  turpentine,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

LiNIMENTUM  HvEMORRHOI- 
DALE.    ,  . 

JJniment  for  the  piles. 
Take  of 

Emollient  ointment,  two  oun- 
ces ; 

Liquid  laudanum,  half  an  ounce. 
Mix  thefe  ingredients  with  the  yolk' 
of  an  egg  ;  and  work  them  well 
together. 
CERATUM  CANTHARIDIS. 
Cerate  of  cantharis. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Cerate  of  fpermaceti,  foftened 
by  fire,  fix  drams  ; 

Cantharis,  finely  powdered,  one 
dram. 
Mix  them. 

The  cantharides  may  be  made 
imder  this  form  to  adt  to  any  ex- 
tent that  is  requifite.  ,  It  may  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  either  the  blifter- 
ing  plafter  o^  ointment ;  and  there 
are  cafes  in  which  it 'is  preferable 
to  either,  particularly  in  cafes  of 
fmall  pox;  or  for  fupporting  a 
drain  under  the  form  of  i^Tue,  as 
it  is  lefs  apt  to  fpread-than  the  fofter 
ointment,  of  which  general  ufe  is 
made. 

LIMMENTUM  AQU^ 
.  •  CALCIS. 

Liniment  of  lime  water* 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Oil  of  linfeed, 

Lime  water,  —  of  each,  equal 
pirts. 

Mix. 

CERATUM  LITHARGYRI 
ACETATl  COMPOSITUM. 
Compound  cerate  of  acetated  lithar^f. 
Land. 

Take  of 
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Water  of  acetated  litharge,  two 

ounces  and  a  half ; 
Yellow  wax,  four  ounces; 
Olive  oil,  nine  ounces  j 
Camphor,  half  a  dram. 
Rub  the  camphor  with  a  little  of 
.  the  oil.    Mtlt  the  wax  with  the 
remaining  oil,  arid  as  foon  as 
the  mixture  begins  to  thicken, 
pour  on  by  degrees  the  water  of 
acetated  litharge,  and  flir  con- 
ftantly  until  it  is  cold  ;  then  mix 
the  camphor,  which  was  before 
rubbed  with  th-.  oil. 
This  cerate  differs  from  the  ce- 
ratum  cerufTae  acetatse  chiefly  in 
confillence,  and  may  be  employed 
in  the  fame  intentions.    It  is  in 
many  cafes  unqueflionably  a  very 
ufeful  iTiedicine. 


LINIMENTUM  OLEOSUM 
COlNiPOSlTUSi. 

'Compound  oily  liniment. 
Take  of 

Olive  oil,   two   ounces  and  a 
h-.lf; 

Oil  of  turpentine,  one  ounce  ; 
Vitriolic  acid,  forty  drops. 
Let  the  oil  of  ulive, -and  turpen- 
tine, be  mixed  together,  and  the 
vitriolic  acid  added  gradually  in 
an  open  veflel.  This,  though  an 
inelegant,  is  certainly  an  effica- 
cious compofition  in  chronic  af- 
feftions  of  the  joints,  and  in  the 
removal  of  long-exifting  effects 
from  fprains  and  bruifcs. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Epithems. 


CATAPLASIMA  CUMINI. 
Cat.iphjm  9f  cummin. 
Lond, 

TAKE  of 
Cummin  feeds, one  pound; 
Bay  berries, 
Scordium  leaves,  dried, 
Virginian  fnakeroot — each,tliree 

ounces  j  * 
Clove:,  one  ounce ; 
.  Honey,  tlirice  tlie  weight  of  the 

powdered  fpecies. 
Make  them  into  a  cataplafm. 

This  is  a  reformation  of  the 
Theriaca  Londinensis,  which 
for  fome  time  was  fcarce  other, 
wife  made  iife  of  than  as  a  v.'arm 
cataplafm;  only  fuch  of  its  ingre- 
dients are  retained  as-  contribute 
moft  to  this  intention.  However, 
the  prefent  practice  pays  little  at- 
tention to  fiich  complex  applica- 
tions, the  fame  intentions  being 
better  anfwered  by  compofitions 
infinitely  more  fimple. 

CATAPLASMA  DISCUTIENS. 

Difcutient  cataplafm. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 

Bryony  root,  three  ounces; 
Elder  flowers,  one  ounce; 
Gum  ammoniac,  half  an  ounce; 
Sal  ammoniac,  crude,  two  drams; 
Camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  one 
owncc. 

Boil  the  roots  and  flowers  in  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  water,  till 
they  become  tender;  and,  hav- 
ing then  bruifcd  them,  add  to 
them  the  gum  ammoniacum,  dif- 


folved  in  a  fuflicient  quantity  of 
vinegar,  and  likewife  the  Oil  am- 
moniac and  fpirit.  Mix  the 
wlu)le  together,  fo  as  to  make 
them  into  a  cataplafm. 

This  compofition  is  as  good  a 
difcutient  as  any  thing  that  caa 
w^ll  be  contrived  in  the  form  of  a 
cataplafm.  In  fome  of  our  hofpi- 
tals  the  following  more  fimple  form 
is  made  ufe  of. 

Cataplasma  discutiens. 
Difcutient  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

Barley  meal,  fix  ounces ; 
Frefli  hemlock,  well  bruifed,  two 
ounces; 

Crude  fal  ammoniac,  half  an 
ounce ; 

Vinegar,  a  fufficient  quantity. 
Boil  the  meal  and  the  hemlock 
leaves  for  a  little  time  in  the 
vinegar,  and  then  mix  with  them 
the  fal  ammoniac, 

CATAPLASMA  MATURANS. 
Ripening  cataplafm. 
Lond. 

.Take  of 

•Figs,  four  ounces  ; 
Yellow  bafilicum  ointment,  one 


ounce ; 
Galbanum, 
ounce. 


ftrained,   half  an 


Beat  the  figs  thoroughly  in  a  mor- 
tar, occafionally  dropping  in  fome 
fpirit  of  wine  or  ftrongalc;  then 
carefully  mix  with  thein  the  oint- 
ment, firlt  liquefied  along  with 
the  galbanum. 
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CATAPLASMA  SUPPURANS. 
Suppurating  calaplaftn. 
Edinh. 

Take  of 

White  lily   (or  marfhmallow) 

roots,  four  ounces ; 
Fat  figs,  one  ounce  ; 
Raw  onions,  bruifed,  fix  drams; 
Galbanum,  half  an  ounce; 
Yellow  bafilicum  ointment, 
Oil  of  chamomile,  by  dccoftion, 

—each,  one  ounce ; 
\ln{tti\  meal,  as  much  as  is  fuf- 

ficient. 

l.ct  the  lily  (or  marflimallow)  roots 
be  boiled  along  w  ith  the  figs,  in 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  water, 
till  they  become  tender.  Then 
bruife,  and  add  to  them  the 
other  ingredients,  and  make  the 
whole  into  a  cataplafm,  accord- 
ing to  art.  The  galbanum  muft 
be  previoufly  diflblved  in  the  yolk 
of  an  ei{or. 

DO 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are  good 
fuppurants,  or  ripeners  ;  though 
their  effefts  probably  depend  more 
on  their  keeping  the  part  foft,  moift, 
and  warm,  than  on  any  particular 
qualities  of  the  ingredients. 

SINAPISMA. 
u4  Jinapifm. 

Take  of 

Mullard  feed,  in  powder, 
Crumb  of  bread, — each,  equal 
parts  ; 

Strong  vinegar,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  cata- 
plafm ;  to  which  is  fometimes 
added  a  little  bruifed  garlic. 

Or, 

Take  of 

Muftard  feed,  in  powder, 
Crumb  of  bread, — each,  two 
ounces ; 

Garlic,  bruifed,  half  an  ounce; 
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Black  foap,  one  ounce  ;  , 
Strong  vinegar,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 

Mix  and  make  them  into  a  cata- 
plafm, according  to  art. 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are  em- 
ployed only  as  Jiimulants.  They 
often  inflame  the  part,  and  raife 
blifters,  but  not  fo  perfectly  as 
cantharides.  They  are  frequently 
applied  to  the  foles  of  the  feet 
in  the  low  ftate  of  acute  difeafes, 
for  raifing  the  pulfe  and  relieving 
the  head  ;  and  are  chiefly  regarded 
for  the  fuddennefs  of  their  action. 

COAGULUM  ALUMINOSUM. 
CATAPLASIMA^.  ALUMINIS. 
formerly 
Alum  cataplafm. 
Lond. 

Take 

Any  quantily  of  the  white  of 

Agitate  it  with  a  fnfficiently  large 
lump  of  alum,  till  it  be  coagu- 
lated. 

This  preparation  is  taken  from 
Riverius.  It  is  an  ufeful  aftrin- 
gent  epithem  for  forc^  moifl  ejrs^  and 
excellently  cools  and  rrprcjfes  thin  dc- 
fiuxions.  Slighter  inflammations 
of  the  eyes,  occafioned  by  duf}, 
expofure  to  the  fun,  or  fimilar 
caufes,  are  generally  removed  by 
fomenting  them  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  and  wafliing  them  with 
the  collyrium  defcribed  before. 
Where  the  complaint  is  more  vio- 
lent, this  preparation,  after  the  in- 
flammation has  yielded  a  little  to 
bleeding,  is  one  of  the  beft  external 
remedies.  It  is  to  be  fpread  on 
lint,  and  applied  at  bed-time. 

CaTAPLASMA  £M0LLIENS. 

Emollient  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

Crumb  of  bread,  eight  ounces; 
White  foap,  one  ounce ; 
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EphhemS, 
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Cow's  milk,  frefli,  a  fufficient 

quantity. 
Boil  them  a  little  together. 

Cataplasma  stomachicum. 
Stomachic  cataplafm. 
Take  of 
The  aromatic    cataplafm,  one 
ounce ; 

Exprefled  oil  of  mace,  two 
drams ; 

Anodyne  balfam,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  reduce  them  into 
a  proper  confiftence. 

Cataplasma  camphoratum. 
Camphorated  cataplafm. 
Take  of 
Aromatic  cataplafm, one  ounce; 


Camphor,  one  dram. 
Mix  them  together. 


Cataplasma  ischiadicum. 
Ifchiadic  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

Muftard  feed,  half  a  pound  ; 
White  pepper, 
Ginger, — each,  one  dram  ; 
Simple  oxymel,  as  much  as  will 
reduce  them  into  a  cataplafm. 

The  ufe  of  thefe  compofitions, 
which  are  taken  from  our  hofpi- 
tals,  may  be  eafily  underftood  from 
their  titles.  The  laft  is  a  very 
ftimulating  application,  and  fre- 
quently velicates  the  ikin. 
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TABLE 

Exhibiting  the  Proportion  of  Antimony,  Opiumy  and  Quick- 
Jil-ver,  contained  in  fomc  Compound  Medicines  of  the 
London  and  Edinburgh  Difpenfatories, 

Of  antimony. 

ViNUM  ANTiMoxii  TAKTARisATi  (wliie  of  tartarifcd  antimonj')^ 
contains  in  every  ounce  two  grains  of  tartarifed  antimony.  Ed.  Ph. 

Of  opium. 

Tincture  of  opium  made  with  purified  opium,  five  grains  to  every 
dram.  But  it  appears  on  evaporating  the  liquor,  that  one  dram  of  tlie 
tinciure  contains  about  three  grains  and  a  half  of  opium.    Ed.  Ph. 

TiNCTURA  opii  AMMONiATA  (tintflurc  of  opium  ammoniated),  near- 
Iv  one  grain  in  a  dram  of  the  liquid.    Ed.  Ph. 

LiNiMENTUM  oPiATUM  (oplated  i i uinient),  is  made  with  one  fcruple 
of  opium  in  an  ounce  of  the  liquid.    Ed.  Ph. 

Electarium  OPIATUM  (opiated  eleftary,)  contains  in  every  dram 
almoft  one  grain  of  opium.    Ed.  Ph. 

Electarium  catechu  (eleftary  of  catechu),  contains  in  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  three  grains,  one  grain  of  opium.    Ed.  Ph. 

PiLUL.t  opii  (pills  of  opium),  or  thebaic  pills,  in  every  dram  ther 
have  fix  grains  of  purified  opium  ;  a  pill  of  five  grains  has  half  a  oraiii 
of  opium.    Ed.  Ph. 

Trochisci  GLYCYRRHiz-t  cum  opio  (trochcs  of  liquorice  with  opi. 
um),  in  every  dram  have  almoft  one  grain  of  opium.    Ed.  Ph. 

CoNFECTio  oPiATA  (5piated  confeftion),  [Ph.  L.]  contains  one 
grain  in  thirty-fix.  ^ 

PuLvis  E  CRETA  coMPosiTus  cum  OPIO  (compound  powder  of  chalk 
with  opium),  [Ph.  L.]  tontains  one  grain  of  opium  in  about  forty- 
three  grains. 

PuLvis  iPECACUANHi€  COMPOSITUS  (compouud  powdcf  of  ipccacu- 
anha),  [Ph.  L.  and  Ph.  Ed.]  contains  in  ten  grains  one  grain  of  opium. 

PuLvis  opiATUs  (opiated  powder),  [Ph.  L.]  contains  one  grain  of 
opium  in  ten  grains. 

PiLUL/E  OPII  (pills  of  opium),  [Ph.  L.]  contain  one  grain  of  opium 
in  five  grains. 

Of  QUICKSILVER. 

PiLULiE  HYDRARGYRi  (pills  of  quickfilvcr),  in  every  dram  contain 
fifteen  grains  of  q\iickfilver.    Ph.  Ed. 

PiLULVE  HVDRARGYRi  MUHiATi  MiTis  (pills  of  mild  muriatcd  quick- 
filver,  or  Pi-ummep's  pills),  contain  in  every  dram  twenty-two  arains 
and  an  half  of  mild  muriated  quickfilver  ;  a  pill  of  three  grains  has  one 
grain, and  a  little  more,    Ph.  Ed. 
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Pilul;e  HYDRARGYRi  (quickfilver  pills),  [Ph.  L.]  In  twelve  grains 
contain  four  grains  of  quickfilver. 

PuLvis  scAMMoNii  cuHi  CALoMELANE  (powclcr  of  fcaiTimony  with 
lomel),  [Ph.  L.]  contain  in  four  grains  one  grain  of  calomel. 

Hydrargyrus  CUM  CKETA  (quickfilver  with  chalk),  [Ph.  L.]  con- 
tains in  eight  grains,  three  grains  of  quickfilver. 

Unguentum  hydrargyri  nitrati  fortius  (ftronger  ointment  of 
nitrated  quickfilver),  contain  in  each  drachm  four  grains  of  quickfilver, 
and  eight  grains  of  nitrous  acid.    Ph.  Ed. 

Unguentum  HYDR.ARGYRI  NITRATI  MiTius  (milder  ointment  of 
nitrated  quickfilver),  in  each  dram  contains  two  grains  of  quickfilver, 
and  four  of  nitrous  acid.    Ph.  Ed. 

Unguentum  hydrargyri  nitrati  (ointment  of  nitrated  quick- 
lilver),  [Ph.  L,]  contains  in  one  dram  twelve  grains  of  nitrated  quick- 
filver. 

Unguenttjm  hydrargyri  (ointment  of  quickfilver),  contains  in 
every  dram  twelve  grains  ;  but  the  ftronger  contains  in  tljje  fame  quan- 
tity of  the  ointment  twenty-four  grains  of  quickfilver.    Ph.  Ed. 

Unguentum  hydrargyri  fortius  et  mitius  (ftronger  and 
weaker  ointment  of  quickfilver),  [Ph.  L.]  the  fortius  contains  in  two 
drams,  one  dram  of  quickfiver  ;  whilft  the  mitius,  or  milder  ointment^  has 
only  one  dram  of  quickfilver  in  fix  drams. 

Unguentum  calcis  hydrargyri  ALBiE  (ointment  of  the  tvhite 
calx  of  quickfilver),  [Ph.  L.]  contains  in  one  dram  four  grains  and  an 
half  of  the  calx. 

Emplastrum  AMMONIAC!  CUM  HYDRARGYRO  (ammoniacum  plafter 
with  quickfilver),  Ph.  L.  contains  in  five  ounces  about  one  ounce  of 
quickfilver. 

Emplastrum  lithargyri  cum  hydrargyro  (plafter  of  litharge 
with  quickfilver),  [Ph.  L.]  contains  in  five  ounces  about  one  ounce  of 
quicklilver. 

Emplastrum  hydrargyri  (plafter  of  quickfilver),  in  every  dram 
contains  about  fixteen  grains  of  quickfilver.  Ph.  Ed. 
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THE  fubfeq\ient  arrangement  of  the  materials  contained  in  the  foregoing 
pages  has  been  fo  contrived  as  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  crowdin* 
this  work  w  ith  a  number  of  tables,  which  would  render  it  more  volu- 
minous than  ufcful ; — hence  all  that  is  neceflary  to  be  underftood  to 
give  full  information  of  its  particular  contents,  will  readily  occur  to 
every  reader,  by  obferving  the  method  herein  adopted : — the  afterifra 
denotes  the  new  fubflaiices  and  compounds  inferted — the  Roman  let- 
ters of  the  Latin  terms  mark  under  what  name  each  may  be  found — 
whilft  thofe  of  the  Italian  type  (liow  the  different  terms  under  which 
each  article  has  formerly  been  denominated,  or  to  which  they  have 
been  altered; — and,  when  belonging  to  the  Materia  Medica,  fpeak  the 
language  in  general  of  the  Linnaean  fyftem. — Therefore,  when  any 
fubftance  or  compound  is  wanted  to  be  difcovered,  fliould  the  name 
be  in  the  Italian  charafters,  it  will  be  found  in  the  page  referred  to, 
but  under  Tome  of  the  terms  printed  in  the  Roman  letter. — The  dofes 
of  the  medicines  annexed  to  a  variety  of  articles,  are  to  be  confidered 
as  applicable  to  the  adult,  and  muft  be  therefore  lefleued  when  pre- 
fcribed  to  the  younger  clafles,  in  proportion  to  their  years  and  confti- 
lutional  ftrcngth. 
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BIES,  76 

Abrotanum  fcEmina,  76 

■   mas  ^  76 

Dofeai.— 3j,' 

AbGnthii  extraftum,  39a 

'    '  "  maritimi.  Cojiferva,  339, 

340 

•  oleum  eflTentiale,  359 

Abiinthium  maritimum,  77 

■  — Romanum,  77 

■  vuljjare,  77 

^     .       D.  3;.^3i. 

Acacia,  78 

•  Germanicot      Sc€  Pf.VNA 

Sylvestris. 
Acanthus,  78 
•  —  fatl'jus  vel  mollii  FirglMi^ 

78 


Accipenfer  ruthenus  et  hufo,  ^  165 
Acetated  ammonia,  water  of,  448 

  cerufs,  47s 

'  -  "  -  cerufs,  ointment  of,  594, 

 kali  or  lixiva,  446- 

*  litharge,  compound  cerate 


of, 

*— —  —  quickfilver, 
"■Aceti  fyrupus, 
Acetofa, 

•   pratenfis, 

D.  I  I.— 
Acetous  acid, 
Acetum, 

D.  ^fs— ^ifs. 

*   aromaticum, 

— — — —  diftillatum, 

lythaigyritis, 
 propliylaifticum, 


599 
477 
343 
73 
78 

428 
78 

30? 
439 

306 
305 
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Acetum  theriacale, 
jichiilcsa  ftarmicay 
-  millefoliiy 


306 
212 
183 
81 


Achm  'illa  vulgaris^ 
Acid  with  vinous  fpirits,  comhina- 

431 
26 
66 
66 
66 

42  s 

564 

428 

452 
428 


tion  of^ 
Acids, 

 ,  native, 

 ,  mineral, 

 ,  medical  efFedls  of, 

Acid  Spirits, 
Acidulous  liniftus, 
*Acidiim  acetofum, 

I>.  3J.— 3j. 
.  hcnzoicum, 

 —  muriaticum, 

«        D.  gtt.  X. — gtt.xl. 
.  nitrofum,  427 

♦  —^   nitrofum  dilutum,  427 

D.  gtt.  XV. — gtt.  xl. 

 — .  vitriolicum,  425 

*~  vitiioli  aromaticum,  426 

—  ■ —  vitriolicum  dilutum,  426 

D,  gtt.  XV.— xl. 
Aconitum,  79 

D.  gr.  i— gr.  4. 
-  napellusy  79 

—  —  primnrn  fjardalinnches  of 

Gefner.  -  See  Gentiana. 

152 

114 

73 
260 

79 
106 

429 

429 

m- 
352 
80 


Acorus,  bajiard, 

•   calamus, 

Acrids,  their  power, 
Adder, 

Adianthum  verum, 
*Aerated  ponderous  fpar, 

.  water, 

*Aeris  fixi  aqua, 

*^ruginis  ammoniatse  aqua^" 

 mel. 


80, 


ApFiNrTiES,  1  able  of,  leiweerl  aciJs 

and  alkaliesy 
Agallochum, 
Agaric  of  the  oak, 

•  female, 

Agaricus, 
Agrimonia, 

•  eupatoria, 

Air,  fixed, 
Alcaline  infufion, 
Alcea, 
Alchimilla, 
AlchoHol, 

D.  3fs.— 3i. 
Alder  tree. 
Ale,  aperient, 
Ales,  medicated, 
Alexanders, 

Alexipharmac  Bolufes,  No.  8. 
Algeroth's  powder, 
Alimentary  fait. 
Alkalies,   with  oils  and 

FLAMMABLE 

nation  of,  419 
*  Alkali  foj/ile,  or  mineral  fixed.  See 

Barilla. 

,   'vegetabile  cauflicum^ 

Alkanet  root, 
Alkekenoi, 
Alkekmgi  phyfalis, 
Alkermes  confeftio, 
AUiaria, 

Allio,  oxymel  ex, 

 fyrupus  ex, 

Allium, 


436 
80 
81 
81 
81 
81 
8r 

27 
29a 
8r 
8t 
380 

83 

314 

546 

226 
IK- 

spirits,  combina- 


/Erugo, 

D.  gr-T-— gf-  ^-  ' 

jEfcidus  hippocnjlanum,  1 59 

^tlieris  vitriolici  fp'.  431 

D.  S  ^s.— 3ij. 

*iEther  vitriolicus,  432 

D.  3  fs.— 3ij. 

jEthiops  antimoniidls,  518 

 martialis,  466 

.  miner alis,  47^ 

182 

Affinities  of  Bodies,  28 

Affinities,  tablb  of,  30 


D.  3j--ifs. 

-■  ccpa, 
•  porrum, 
■  fativiifli, 
All-fpice, 

Almonds,  bitter  and  fweet, 

  oil  of, 

foap. 


AInus  VI 
Aloe,  et 


:,(^  ejus, 


-T  caballin'a, 

-y  hepa;'  • 


 ■  l^frbn,..  ^ 

-  perfoliaTK, 
— .-  focotorina, 

D.  gr.  XV.— 3  fs. 
Aloes  elixir^ 


409 
90 
81 
82 

349 
82 

351 
343 
82 

124 
21 1 
82 
207 
88 
2S2 
419 

85 
83,84 

84 
84 
84 
84 
-83 

3i5>  317 


i^N   D  E 


Aloes,  compound  tin£lure  of,  317 
 gummi, 

 refina,  393 

— — -,  gum  of,  393 

 ,  refin  of,          ^  393 

♦  cum  ferro  pulvis,  528 

D.  9fs.-3j. 
 pilute  cum  colocynthide. 


Amber,  eflence  or  tinfture  of,  33^ 
Amber,  fait  and  oil  of,  purified. 


and  reftified, 
 -,  tinfturc  nf. 


gr.  XXV, 


*  pilulse  compof. 

D.  3  fs.— gr. 
— — •-  pilulsecum  myrrha, 
D.  3fs.— 3j-^ 

■  pulvis  cum  canella, 

D.  9fs.— 3i. 
*  pulvis  cum  guaiaco, 

D.  3fs.— 3i- 
•  tinftura, 

D.  3fs.-3i- 

■  tinft.  compof. 

D.  3fs.— 3il. 
■,  wine  of, 
Aloetic  pills, 
*-        compound  pills, 

■  wood, 

•  wine, 

Alflnes, 

..  mediie, 
Alterative  elefl-ary. 
Althaea, 

_  .  officinalis, 

■  decoclum, 
 fyrupus, 

•  D.  si.— 3ij- 


Ahim, 


bolus,  No.  2. 

-  burnt, 

-  cataplafm, 

•,  purification  8f, 
■-  water, 

compound, 


 wiieyi 

Alumen, 

D.  3fs.- 
uftum. 


-3  fs. 


537 
536 

542 

528 

528 

316 

317 

307 

536 

536 
80 

307 
86 
8s- 

SS8 
86 

85 
29s 

343 

86 

546 

441 
602 

441 

578 
303 
86 

441 


455 
330 
87 
87 
336 

87 
87 


Ambergris, 
Amhra  ambrojiaca, 
Ambrae  tinftura  feu  efleniia, 
Ambragrifea, 
Ammeos  verus. 

Ammonia,  compound  fpint  of, 424, 

"    -  4^4 

597 
225 

414^ 


-,  foetid  fpirit  of, 
-,  liniment  of, 

-  muriata, 

-  prseparata, 

D.  3fs.— 3j- 
-,  pure  water  of, 
-,  fpirit  of. 


418 
423 


*Ammoniacal  copper, 
 iron. 


ftronger  liniment  of,  597 
water  of, 


415 
470 

467 

tinfture  of, 
324 
566 


Ammoniac!  lac, 

D.  |fs.-3j. 

 purificatio,  275 

  falis /pit:  cum  calceviv'd^ 

418 

Ammoniacum  gummi,  88 
D.  gr.  15.-  sfs. 

.  —        julep,  571 

— ,  plafter  with  quick- 


filver, 


purified, 


586 
27s 
448 


•Aluminis  puFv:s  compofitus,  527 

D.  gr.  vi. — gr.  xv. 
■  purifi<iatio,"  441 

Aluminofum  fcrum,  303 
Amara  dulcis^  1  4° 

Ambtr,  247 


Ammoni*  acetatas  aqua, 

D.  32.-36. 

-r-^, — —  aqua,  4 1 5. 

p.  3  fs. — 3  ifs. 

 •  caufticas  aqua,  418 

— ^  linimentum,  423 

— ^   purae  aqua,  4 1 8 

D.  gtt.x.— 3i. 
 fpiritus,  423 

D.  3^5.-3  J. 
_  fpiritus  foctidus,  424 

D.  3fs.— 3>-  ^ 
,  fpiritus  compofitus,  424 

D.  sfs.— 3  5-  . 
 fpiritus  aromaticus,  424 

D.  3fs.— 3'- 
Ammoniated  arlcnic,  511 

♦  oil,  423,  507 

R  r 


2>in%iher ; 


Anacardia, 
Anagallis, 


Anchiifa, 


officinalis.^ 

Andropog07i  nardus^ 
Anei,.onc  hcpatica, 
meadow, 


;.  20 

A  ,    ,  ' 

Amygdalae  amaraf;  et  dulces,  88 

Diilces,  D.  I  i  — I  ij. 
 L-c,  ^65 

~  — /'^•'A^,  190 

Amygdabnus  fapo,  419 

*Amyli  nuicilago,  30s 

•■  trochifci,  ^33 

Amyris  eUmifcra,  1 4. 1 

•  Gilcade?ijis\  104 

Amurca.    See  Onv^. 

90 

r  9° 

•  arwn/is^  90 

90 

IIS 

90 
186 

158- 

213 

 pra:  enfa,  2  1 3 

Anethi  femin.  oleum  efTsntlale,  360 
Aqua,  D.  54. 

 fosniculi  varietasy  146 

 giaveolenSf  9 1 

Anethum,  92 

D.  3  fs.~3  i.  ■ 
^ingelica,  92 

•   drckangelicay  91 

Anhalt  water,  384 

Aiiguillae  hepar,  92 

*Anguftura  cort.  92 

*A_nguftiirae  extra(?lum,  391 

Animal  fats,  71 

 oil,  405 

 ~  fiihflances,  70 

•   SUBSTANCES,  whst,    l8  &C. 

'  ;  — ,  their  proper- 
ties examined,  18 
Anifeeds,  giT^ntial   oil  of,  359, 

360 

Anrfum,  92 

Anrfi  ol.  cffc-n.  '  "360 

D.  gtt.  v.— gtt.  xij. 

Anodyne  cliiirctic  draught,  576 

 •         tomentation,  301 

 glyOcr,  579 

 liniment  599 

*—  biiitment,  £90 


Ann  -a, 

 ^ii(t  difcutient  plafler,^9 

AivOMALous  Salts,  448 
*Anti£tcric  fpirit,  386 
Antiemetic  laline  draught,  574 
Atititebrile  decp.^tion,  296 
Antihectic  decoftioii,  296 
Antihe-'^icum  Poterii,  516 
Anthelmintic  or  worm  fugar  cakes, 

Anthcmis  nob  'iUs^  j  2  ^ 

 ;  pyrethrum,  213 

Antiiiyfter.c  julep, 

An.tilyfTys  piilvis,  r2Z 
D.  3  ifs. 

Antiphthijical  tinihire,  329 

Anrifcorbutic  infufion,  29a 

 ■  wine,  312, 

*AntimoiiiaIis  pulvis,  ^oi 

•  ^-  gr.  3-— gr.  vi. 

Antimonial  ai.thiops,  518 

307 
503 

5^5 
502 


wine. 


Antimonii  calx, 

 ceriifTa, 

— '  crocus, 

gi'-        gr.  I. 

 lotus  crocus, 

 emeticum  mite,  503 

 ■  regulus,  506 

 regulus  medicinalis,  505 

 fulphurpracipitatum,507 

i^:  g;-  u-— g'--  V. 

tinftura,  331 


D.  gr.  ic — gtt.  60. 
vitrum  ( erafum, 


510 

93 
503 


D.  gr.  iii. — gr.  xx 
Antimoniuni, 

D.  31.-32. 
— —  calcinatum, 

D.  9  i.— 3i. 

*  calcareo-phofphora- 

tum, 

gr-  3.  — 6. 
'  inuriatum,  £10 

 ;  r  /"Ipl'watum,  93 

 ^  -  tartarifatum,  £iz 

gr.  i— ?r.  4. 

—  ulhiiu  cum  nitro,  £03 

D.  gtt.  V.  -  3i. 
-  vitrifaftum,  508 


.       D.  gr.'  -gr  2._ 
Antimony  calcined  witli  nitre,  503 


INDEX. 


*Antimony,  Dr.  Black's  table  of  the    Ari  jjiilvis  compofitus,  why 

prepa:a'.ions, 

 ,  preparations  of, 

 ,  tinfture  of, 

,  tartarifed  ivine  of. 


5H 

499 
331 

308 

297 

205 


Aperient  apozem, 
Jlf  ium  peii  o/'eUnurK 
Apocynum".  See  Vincetoxicum. 
Apozema  aperiens,  297 
Apparatus,  pharmaceutical,  33 
Apples,  1 7^ 

Jquila  alba.    See  Calomelas 


Aqua  aluniinofa. 


balanea, 
compofita, 


578 
578 
578 
384 
388 
288 


'  anhaltina, 

 aromatica, 

 calcis, 

D.  |4— Ibfs. 

..  ■     -  catapultaria,  3  89 

 hordeata,  295 

 lixivia  cauftica,  41 1 

 mirabilis,  3^7'  388 

 nephritica.     See  Myristi- 

CJE  fp'. 

 odorifera, ,  383 

 phagsedenica,  579 

 picea,  287 

 rabelliana,  432 

 regime  HungarictSy  382 

 Jiyptica,        ■  470 

 vi/riolica,  578,  476 


vitriolica  camphoratOy 
— vulneraria, 
''Arabici  gummi  mucilago, 

D.  3i-|i-  . 

—  emulOo, 


Arabicum  gummi, 

3^s.— 3ij. 
*  Arbutus  wa  urji, 

D.  3fs.-3i. 
Archangel,  ichite^ 
Aret  'ii  lappa  ratlix,  et  femerty 
Argenti  vtvi  purijicatioy 
Argeiuum, 

 •  nitratiim, 

-  viviim, 

D.  jf^— 
Argilla  vitriblatOy 
Ari  conferva, 

D.  3i.— 3'- 
— —  pulvjs  compofitns, 

D.  31.-31. 


578 
389 
302 

^54 
263 

170 
105 

477 
94 
462 

94 

86 
339 

522 


jefted, 
AriftolocJda  clematisy 

 longa, 

 rotunda, 

D.  3i — ^ij. 

m  tenuis, 

ferpentaria. 


-gr.  12. 


Arnica, 

D.  gr.2. 

 montanay 

Aromatic  acid  of  vitriol, 

  confeftion, 

■  eleftuary, 

— .   fomentation, 

.  tinfture, 


water. 


■  wme, 
Aromatkus  pulvis, 

D.  gr.v.— 9fs. 
Aromatics,  their  power, 
Arquebufade  water,  ». 
Artemifia, 


■  -  abfinlhiiy 
-  maritimoy 
.-  ahrotaniy 
—  fantonicumy 
•  -  vulgaris,  . 


339 

96 

96 
^38 
140 

140 
426 

399 

399 
30? 

3x7 

388 

31Z 

528 

73 

389 

98 
77 
77 
76 
230 
98 
98 
98 


Arum, 

  recens 

D.  gr.  2. — gr.  X. 

 maculatum,  98 

 emulfion,  56S 

Arxtndo  faccharifera.    See  Saccha- 

RUM  Candum. 

*Arfenical  cauftic,  5 1 1 

Arfenic,  96 

,  yellow,  what,  97 

 ,  red,  what",  97 

Arfenicum,  90 

    antimoniale,  /  511 

Arfe-fmart,  bitter,  199 

Afafcetida,  99 

D.  gr.  12. — 3  fs. 
 pilulDE  compofit£E,  538 

D.  gr.v.— 3  i, 
-  lac,  c66" 
D.  3fs.-|i. 

 plafler,  ^83 

 tindtura,  3^2. 

3fs.--3ij. 

Afarabacca,  loo 
R  r  2 


INDEX. 


ATari  pulvfs  compofitys,  526 
^-  gr.  3.— 3fs. 

■■  '  Knropceum^  1 00 

*  hp^'^yj'^^i  161 

.as  vincetoxicum,  2^() 
*Ai]i-coloured  precipitated  quick - 
filver,  ;  479 

AHi  tree,  148 
^fpalathus.  See  LiGNUM  RhoDium. 

100 
100 

lOO 

100 

17s 

256 

15s 

7' 

466 
297 

579 
580 

138 

101 

1 1 1 

239 
102 

318 


Afparagi  radix, 
Afparagus, 

»    I  officinalis^ 

—  Jattvus, 

u^/jjlenium  fcolopendriutn^ 

—  triclionianis^ 

jyiragalus  tragacchilha, 
Aitringents,  their  power, 

'  ,  crocus  of  iron, 

 ,  decodion, 

■  J  gargle, 

 ,  glylter, 

Jithamanta  C^cenjis^ 
Atriplex  faetida, 
'  odora^feufuavcoltns^ 
Atropa  belladomia^ 
Aurantia  CuralTavenfia, 
*Aurantii  corticis  iinSl. 

—-  flavedinis  corticis  Hifpa- 

leul^s  confcrvd,  339,  340 

r? — ;  flos  et  folium,  ipi 

P-  §»••  x—3j. 
•         —  e  cortice  fyrupus,  344 

3j--3'j- 

-             cqrt.  aq.  374 

Aurantiorum  corticum  aqi^a  Ipi- 

jMUofa,  386 

J^lfirantium  Ififpalenfe,  joi 

i\^  cn,i  fativa,  lor 

Jx-ns^  121 

jivr  e'lnia  tomeiitofa^  99 

Auripigmentum^  97 

Au  um,  102 
fy/iirum  fuhiiinanSy  its  medical  ufe, 

102 

 mufivum.    See  Stanni 

PULVlb. 

 potniilcy  ■wba.t,  102 

.  poinoile     ve^ttnbilc.  See 


Axungia,  loj 
Axungiae  porcinae  prseparatio,  27% 


B. 


Bacheri  piUilas,  544 

E>.  gr.  j.-3fs. 
Balauuine.    See  Gp. anatum. 

D.  3fs.— 3ifs. 

Balm,  180 

Balm  of  gilead,  104 

Balm  water,                   374^  376 

 :  compound,  381 

Balfam  of  life,  337 

•  of  Peru,  104 

 of  Tolu,  105 

Baifamic  inje(5\iori,  581 

 tinfture,  318 

.  lohoch,  564 

*Balfami  Peruvian!  tin8ura,  318 

D.  3fs.-  3ij. 

Balfamita  ma?,  103 

Balfamum  anodynum^  42a 

■  •  Bateatinm,  422 

- — ■  Canadenfc.  SeeTEREBiN- 

THINA   ARGENTOR  ATENSIS. 

D.  3j— 3j. 

— — •  cephalicum,  554 

 de  Mecca.,  104 

 -■  odoriferum,  554 

 —  faponaceu7n,  422 

—  Julpliwis  /implex,  4(J9 

 ■  -fulphuratum  crajfum^  459 

 —  traumatkum ,  333 

— — =  verum,  104 

 ■  vhae,  331 

205 
108 

*97 
105 


Lentiscus  vegetabilis. 


Barbadoes  tar. 
Barberry, 

Bardanae  deco£liim, 
Eardana  major, 

p.  3fs.— 3fs. 
*Barilla,  ,  106 

D.  gr.  X. — 3fs. 
Barley,  common,  &c.  159 
— : — ,  decoftinn  of,  295 

 ,  compound  decoftion  of,  295 

*Barytes,  io6( 
*Baryctes  r'erata,  106. 
Baflard  hellebore.    See  Helj-ebqi- 

JRUS  N^GE^. 


INDEX. 


Baths,  35 

iBay-tree,  ^7^ 

*Baer's  whortle  berry,  263 
Becabunga, 

Bee's  wax,  yellow,  124 

Beet-rave,  108 

Beet,  white  and  red,  108 

 turnip-rooted,  red,   ■  108 

Bellis  minor,  107 

— —  perennis,  ^  o  7 
Benjamin,  compound  tinfture  of, 

333 

Benzoe,  107 

3fs.— 3fs. 
Benzoes  tincitura  compofita,  333 

D.  9fs.— 3ij. 

Benzoin,  107 

Benzoini  tinitura,  336 

Befizninum,  107 

Berberis,  108 

 vulgar  ii^  108 

Beta,  108 

 vuharis,  1 08 

Betonica,  108 

 officinalis^  108 

Betony,  common,  or  wood,  108 

Betula,  .  109 

 alha^  log 

 alnus,  183 

Bezoar  lapis,  1C9 

 mineral.  512 

—  ftone,  109 

 with  tin,  5 1 7 

Bezoaidicum  joviale,    ^  517 

 minerale,  5 1  a 

Bin'.;ing  eledary,  562 

•            julep,  573 

Bircd  tree,  109 

Birtn  .vorts,  96 

Bifliop's-iveed,  87 

Bifmuthum,  109 

Bifni-.uhi  magifterium,  515 

Bifniuth,  preparations  of,  515 

BiliJrt,  no 

Biltorta,  no 

D.  3fs.-3j. 

Bitter  2.\e,  314 

 ap;.j!cr,  131 

 infiifton,  289 

•  "infufion  with  fenna,  28^1 


Bitter  purging  fait, 
— : —  fweet, 

 their  power, 

 wine. 


225 
140 

74 
307 
204 

21 


Bitumen  petrolcttm. 
Bitumens  and  oils, 
•Black,  Dr.  his  table  of  antlmonial 
preparations,  514 
Black-berry  bearing  alder.  See 

Spina  cervina. 
Black-berry  bufli, 

  cherry  water, 

  Gurrant  bufli, 

Blillering  plafter^ 


22Z 

3?4»375 
2 19 


Blood  ftone, 
Bohea  tea. 
Bole  Armenian,* 

 French, 

 of  blois, 

  Bohemian, 

Boles, 

Buii  tus  iyttiarius, 

 pini-laricis^ 

Boli, 

Boluses, 

Bolus  alexipharmacus,  No.  8, 

 ex  aliimine,  No.  2, 

 Armeniie, 

 Gallicus, 

D.  3fs.— 3a. 

 Blefenfis, 

 Bohemicus,  ^ 

 cum  calomelane, 

 '  camphor^, 

.        cathartic,  No.  4, 

 catharticus  cum 

No.  a, 

 e  caftoreo, 

.  diaphoreticus,  No,  3, 

 diureticus,  No.  2, 

 ad  dyfenteriam.  No.  2 

 hydrargyri  vilriolati, 

 hyftericus, 

 ^  iliacus, 

 peftoralis, 

-      acl  phthifin, 

 rh;ti  /urn  calomelane, 

— —  1  Iieumaticui, 

 tercbinthinatus, 

 fciliiticus, 

 fudorificus, 

Rr  3 


588 

1 10 
110 

I  19 
1 10 
1 10 
81 
80 
I  10 

545 
546 

546 

1 10 

no 

1 10 
1 10 

549 
546 

546 


mercurio, 


547 
546 

547 
547 
5+8 
549 
549 
549 
549 
574- 
549 
550 
550 
55° 
S5=> 


INDEX. 


ISoKtiycis  /olliculif 
Bonus  henriciis, 
Borage, 
Borago, 

Sorago  officinalis^ 
Borax, 

D.  3fs.— 9a. 

B6try\)s, 
Box-tree, 
Bramble, 

Bran,   See  Triticum. 
Brank-urfine, 
BraJJica  eruca^ 

 >—  fativa, 

 oleracea. 

Bread.    See  Triticum. 
Briar,  wild, 
*Brick.s,  oil  of, 
Brimflone, 

Britifli  oil.    See  Petroleum. 
Brook  lime, 
Broom, 

Brucea  aittidyfcntfrica, 
•  ferruginea.  See  Angustu- 

RA  CORTEX. 

23  I 
222. 
I  12 
148 
256 
348 

n2 
297 
105 
208 
584 

471 
113 

222 

510 
113 
113 


237 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
III 

1 1 1 
113 

222 
78 

H3 
1 12 

1 12 

137 
404 
248 

107 
150 


Bruife-wort, 
Bruscus, 
Bryonia  alba, 
Bubon  galbanutriy 
Buck-bean, 
Buckthorn,  fyrupof, 
Bugloflum, 

Burdock,  decoftion  of, 
Burdock, 
Burgundy  pitch, 

■  compound  plafter, 
Burnt  lead, 
Burfa  paftoris, 
Butcher's  broom. 
Dr.  Butler's  ale, 
Butyrum  antimofiii, 
Buxum, 

Buxum  fempcrvircnSf 
C. 


Cabbage  bark  tr-ri?,  iqi 

*  bark  ti'ee,  decoftion  0^^298 

.  Savoy,  1 12 

 white  and  red,  1 1  z 

Cacao,  J 13 


Cacao,  the  oil of^  iSj 
*Cacumix)is  geniftasextraftum,  393 

D.  3fs.— 3ifs. 
Cadjud^letigalisy  139 
Calamhour.  See  LiGNUM  rhodium. 
Calamine  cerate, 
Calaminaris  lapis. 
Calamine  (tone, 
Calamus  aromaticus, 

D.  3fs.— 31. 

Calamy, 

Calcination,  what,  its  ufes, 
Calcined  antimony, 

*   magnefia, 

  quickfilver, 

*   zinc. 


598 
114 
114 
114 

114 
60 
503 
446 
482 

47S 
109 
114 
114 
487 


Calculus  capra  bexeardicttf 
Calendula, 
— — —  officinalis^ 
Calomelas, 

D.  gr.  I — gr.  12. 
Calomelanos    pilulae  compofit«, 

•  54'3 

Calomel  bolus,  549 

 bolus,  with  rhubarb,  549 

Calx  antimonii  nitrati,  5°3 

~  Jovis  474 

 Jovis.   See  Stanni  Pulvis, 

 viva,  I T  5 

Campechenfe  dccoHum^  297 
Campechenjis  ligni  extra^,  392,  398 

D.  3fs.— 31. 
Camphor,  116 

  bolus,  546 

*  — —  compound  liniment  of, 

598 

 water,  377 

Camphora,  116 

D.gr.  3-3  I- 

 '  cx  lauro^ 

Camphorata  emulfio, 
■  ■    mixtura. 


D.  |fs.-|2. 


cum  myrrha^ 


116 

566 

*3 

335 
377 


Camphorated  cataplafm, 

•  fpirit  of  wine, 

*  Camphorae  aqua, 

 mixtura  acetofa,  Syo 

Cam  peachy  wood,  1 74 

Canary,  2S9 
Manser  aflacusy  117 


INDEX. 


Cancer  marlnus, 


117 
117 


— ,  Ph.nket's  medicine  for,  97 


Capcror'.im  chelcE, 

1).  3r>.^5y- . 

— -.  —  ocuii  iliifti, 

C  riiied  fteel, 
Candy  carrot, 
Caaellvi  aiba, 

D  gr.  10.— sfs. 

Can :  aois  f.itiva^ 

  femei), 

Cancharides, 

D.  gr.  i-gr. 
Cantharidss  infufion, 
ointment  of, 

powder, 


the 


the 


ointment  of, 
Cantharidis  tinHura^ 

D-  3j-— 3j- 
*  Cantharis,  cerate  of, 

■*  ,  ointment  of, 

plafter  of, 


117 

117 
466 
138 
117 

137 
118 
118 
118 

mild 
596 
ftrong 
596 
318 


Caper  bufh, 
Capillus  veneris, 
Capparis, 

Capficum, 
Cnpficum  annuum, 
^  baccatum. 

DICUM, 

"Caput  mortuuni,  what, 
Caraway  feeds, 
 feeds, 


water. 


599 
596 

588 

119 

79 
119 
119 
207 
207 

See  Piper.  In- 
207 

55 
121 

of, 

360 

386 

119 

1,19 
119 
386 
319 


eflential  oil 
■  359> 


CarJamines  flores^ 
D-  3j--3j- 

  p-arenjis, 

Cardamomi  fc;n.  aq. 
•  •  tinHura, 

*  tiniftiira  compolita, 

3J-— 3''J- 
Cardamomum  minus, 

D.  gr.  v.— aJ. 
Cardiacac  folia, 
Cardinal  flower,  blue, 
Cardui  infufum, 
Carduus  benediitus, 

D.  gr.  X.— 32. 


330 
I20 

120 

I  76 

z86 
120 


Caricas,  lai 

Carmeiitana  a^ua,  381 

Canniiiative  julep,  No.  3,  5,71 

 '■ —  powder,  530 

Carpohal/amum,  104 

Carrol  of  Crete,  138 

  wild,  13" 

Carui  ol.eifent.  360 
D.gtt.  i.— -gtt.  X. 

■  ■  fern,  aqua,  :385 

 fpirilus,  3  86 

D.  3j.~|fs. 

Carum,  1 2 1 

Carvum,  121 

Cat  urn  carui^  12 1 

Caruon,  13 1 

D.  9fs.— 3j. 

CaryophyllatsB  radix,  121 

Caryophyllas  rubras,  121 

Carvophvlliaromatici,  bl.  eir.  360 

D.gtt.  3.— gtt.  6. 
 rubri  fyrupus,  345 

Caryophyllum  aromaticum,  121 

'  D.  gr.  V — 3j. 

Cafcarilla,                 '  141 

D.  3fs.— 31. 

*Cafcarill£e  ex  trad.  398 
D,  3fs.-3rs. 

*  ———— tinSiura,  '3^9 

S^'s-— 3j^s. 

CafEa  eleftary,  552 

 of  the  cane,  12^ 

■  fiftularis,  122. 

 fipfla,  122 

Caflia  ligi\ea,  123 
 fenna,  236 

*  Calfiae  lign.  aq.  374 
Caftor  bolus,  546 
Uaftor  oil,  2.\C) 
Cartorei  aqud,  374 
  tinSlura,  320 

D3j.— Sjfs. 

'  tin^iura  coinpojita^  320 

Caftoreum,  123 

Gr.-2-3j. 

Cajlor  filler  y  123 

Cafumunar,  133 

Catapiafma  aluminis,  602 

 — —  caniphoratiim,  60? 

R  r  4 


INDEX. 


Cataplafmof  cummin,  60  t 

Cataplafma  difcutiens,  601 

 emoUicns,  60a 

 ifchiadicum,  603 

"   matiirans,  601 

 ftomachicum,  603 

 —  fuppurans,  60a 

Catechu^  162 

D.  gr,  XV.— 3ij. 

Catechu  decoftum,  299 

•  .  ele£tarium,  554 

  infufum,  289 

  tinftura,  324 

  trochifci, 

Cathartic  bolus,  with 


No.  2, 


534 
mercury, 

547 
546 
575 

7^5 
187 

1 12 

510 


bolufes,  No.  4, 
-  ■    '         draught,  No.  2, 
Cathartics,  their  power, 
Cat-mint, 
Cauliflower, 
Caujiicum  antimonialcy 

*■   arfenicale, 

*  commune  acerrlmum, 409 

connnune  fortius,  4 1 0 

.  commune  mitius,  410 

Cauftic  lixivial  water,  411 

Caujiicum  liptarcy  \i>z 
Cayenne  pepper.    See  Piper  in- 

DICUM. 

Ceanntbiis  Americafia.  See  Lobelia. 

Celandine,  126 

Centaurca  lencdi^a,  1 20 

Ceiitaurji  minoris  fol.  120 

D.  3j.— 31 

Centaury,  the  lejfer,  124 

Cepa,  124 

Cephalic  ale,  315 

Cephalic  balfam,  554 

  infufion,  292 

*    purging  winej  310 

*   wine,  310 

Cera  alba,  1.24 
D.  3j.~3i. 

 •  flava,  124 

Cerala,  1*4 
Ceraforumnigrorum  aqua,  374,375 

Cerates,  59° 

Cei-atuiii  album,       _  _  597 

*Ceratiinv  cantliaridis5>  599 


Ccratutn  ci/rinum, 
-  epuloticum, 
Cerated  glafs  of  antimony, 
Ceratum  lapidis  calaniinaris, 
lithargyri  acetati 


pof. 


-  refinae  flavar, 

-  faponis, 

-  fimplex, 
fpermatis  ceti, 


Cera;  oleum, 

*  Cerefolii  aqua, 
Cerevifia  amara, 

•  '  ■■  aperiens, 

 Butieri, 

 cephalica, 

'-  ■     —  diuretica, 

ad  fcorbuticos, 


374 


597 
598 
510 
598 
com- 

599 
597 
599 
597 
597 
404 

.  377 
314 
3>5 
315 
315 
315 
315 


Ccrufs.    See  Plumbum 

Cerufs  of  antimony,  505 

Cerufs  ointment,  590 

Cerufia,  471 

Cerufla  acetata,  47a 

D.  gr.  fs. — gr.  3. 

Ceruflae  pulvis  compofitus,  52^ 

^-  gfs.— gr.  2. 
Currants.    SeeVixis  yinifera. 


Chalk,  ivhitcy 

Chalybeate  eleftary.  No.  3, 

Chalybis  rubigo  pp. 

Chalybs, 

Chamaedryos, 

Chamaepityos  folia, 

Chamasmeli  decodtum, 

 flores, 

D.  afs.— 3r. 

 ol.  effent. 

Chamomile,  fin^le-fio\vered^ 
double-fioiueredy 


«34 

559 
465 

144 
125 

126 

3C0 

125 

361 

12^ 
392 


Chamaemeli  extraft. 

D.  3fs.-3j. 
Chamomile  flowers,  decoft.  of,  300 
 :  flowers,  eflential  oil  of, 

Chacrefolii  folia,  125 
Cliei,  or  tea.     See  Rhododen- 
dron CRYSANTKEMUM. 

Chelarum   cancrorum  compofitus 

pulvis,  523 
D.  3fs.— 31. 

Chdidoniura  majus,.  126 


I    N    D    E  X.- 


Chtnobodlum  amhroJioJes  folio  Jtnuato, 

1 1 1 

 honus  HcnricuSy      1 1 1 

 botryos.  III 

 — —  vulvariiSf  1 0 1 

Chervil,  I  a; 

*Chervil  water,  374,  377 

Cherry,  124 
Cherry,  blaci,  reel,  morello.,  12$ 

  winter,  B2 

Chlncbin»  rez  'ia 


See  Cortex  Per. 

FLAV. 

China  root,  126 

Chinje  radix,  1 26 

Chickweed,  86 

Chio  turpentine,  251 

3j— 31. 
Chocolate  nuts, 
Chocolate  nut,  the  oil  of, 
CichoTium  endivia, 
Cichorei  radix, 
intybi. 


Cicutae  folia, 

D.  gr.2.— 3i. 
Cinara, 

D.gr.  V. — 3i. 

 fcolymus. 

Cinchona  offtciiialii. 
Cinchona:  cortex, 
- — .  officinalis, 

D.  32- 

 —  decoct  um, 


113 
283 
14a 
127 
127 
127 


D. 


1^- 

— <  extraftiim, 
D.  3fs.— 3fs. 
—  infufum. 


393: 


  tinElu- a, 

D.  3i.-Ifs. 
  tiiclura  ammoniata, 

D.  3f"s  — 3'i- 
  tinct.  com. 


D.  3i— 

Cineres  clavellati, 
Cineres  Ruffici, 
Cinnabar, 

D.  gr.  X.— sfs. 
Cinnaharis  faHilia, 

  nativa, 

Cinn?.mon, 
C/nnamorr,i  cort. 

D.  gr.  v.^3i. 


479. 


128 

128 
200 
128 
128 

298 

398 

287 
396 
320 

320 

321 

128 
128 
129 

480 

lag 
387 


Cinnamomi  cort.  aqua,   374,  375 

D.  32.-54. 

Cinnamon,  eflential  oil  of,'  361 

D-g".j-— gtt.jjj. 

Cinnamomi  infufum,  293 

*  >  fyrupus,  343 

.  tinSlura,  3  20 

si-— 3''j- 
—   tinftura  compouta,3i7 

D-  3j— 3'j- 
*  Cmnamon,  fyrup  of,  343 

 water,        374*  37  5 

■  compound  tinfture 

of,  317 
Cinnamomum,  129 

D.  gr.  v.— 3j. 
Cinquefoii,  199 
Cijfavtpelcs  pareira,  198 
Cijlus  Cretica.    See  L  ADANUK. 


Citreorum  cortex,  &c. 
Citrus  aurantium, 

  Mcdica,  129, 

Citrons, 
Civet, 

Clary,  garden. 
Clarifying  honey. 
Clematis  reBa, 
Clove,  aromatic, 

 July  flowers, 

—  July  flowers,  fyrup 

Cloves,  eflential  oil  of, 
Coagulum  alumitiofitm. 
Coating  of  glafl^s, 
Coccinella, 

D.  gr.2.— 3fs. 
Coccus  caSii, 

  quercus  coccifera. 

Cochineal, 

Cochinilla, 

Cuchlearia  armoracia^ 
 — —  hortenfs, 

D.  I2-I4. 

 marina, 

■  ■  angelica, 

Cocos  bulyracea, 
Cochlearise  fpiritus, 

 fpiritus  aureus, 

Coffea, 


Arabica, 
Coffee, 

*  Colchici  ac.-tum. 


X29. 

lOI 

129 
264 

159 
273 

146 

121 

of, 

360 
60Z 
36 
130 

130 
166 
130 
130 

ai^ 
130 

130 

130 
196 

383 
384 

J  >o 

I  JO 

128 
304 


INDEX. 


Colchici  fynipus, 

*   oxymel, 

D.  3fs.— 31. 
Colchicum, 


D. 


gr.  1.- 


345 
351 

130 


a-utumnale. 


130 

„  467 
See  ViTRi- 


Colcbthar  vitrioli, 
Colcothar  oF  vitriol. 

OLUM  CALCINATUlil. 

Coleworts,  n  2 

Colic,  glyiler  againft,  580 
*Colica  Pi^onum,  a  remedy  for,  10; 
Colocynthidis  extradum  comp.398 

D.  gr.  v.— gr.  XXV, 
Colocynthis,  131 

Coloquintida,  131 

^ — -—   compound  exlraft 

of,  399 

CoUsfoot,  257 

Col  ^mbse  radix,  132 

D.  gr-  X— 9j. 

*Columb3e  tin£Vura,  321 

^-  3j-— S'ij- 

Comfrey,  larger,  133 

Comminution,itsdifferentmodes,57 
Comminution,  its  efFedts  in  many 
cafes  ufeful,  58 
Common  gargle,  No.  2,  579 

 glyfter,  580 

—  loiioch,  ^63 

.  fait,      _  226 

—  turpentine,  252 

*  Compound  oily  liniment,  600 
 ■   water  of  acetated  li- 
tharge, 472 

—  water   of  vitriolated 

copper,  470 
Concrernation,  what,  60 
Coneffi,  132 
Confedio  aromatica,  399 

D.  gr,  XV.— 31, 

■  cardiaca^ 

 Damocratis, 

•  Japonica, 

•  opiata, 


399 
555 
554 
557 
p.gr,  x.  3fs. 
Conl'i  7naculati fol,  I  27 

Conserves,  method  of  preparing 
them,  338 
Confolida  major,  1 3  3 


Contrayerva, 

D.  gr.  X, — 3rs, 

Contrayervae  pul  vis  compofitus,5  24 

D.  gr.  XV. — 3(5.  • 
Convallaria  niajalis. 
Convolvulus  jalapa, 

 mccljoacannaf 

fcammoniay 

•  - — '■  turpetbumy 

Cooling  julep, 
Copaiba  balfamum, 
^    D-3j— 3i- 

Copaifera  qffici7utlis. 
Copper,  preparations  of. 
Copperas.  See  vitriolum  viride'. 
Coral,  red. 
Coralline  mercury, 
Coralliuni  rubrum, 

D.  3fs.— 32. 
Cordial  julep.  No.  3.  571, 
mixture, 


133 


»74 
161 
179 
233 

=^57 

571 
103 

103 
469 


»33 
483 

133 


-  Cordia  f/iyxtTf 
Coriandri  femen, 

D,  9j — 3i- 

Cornachini  pulv'is, 
*Corn  plaller, 
Corn-rofe, 
Cornu  cervi, 

3^'s-— 32- 
Cornu  cervi  liquor, 

D.   fs. — 3ij, 

 oleum, 

D.  ortt.  X   or.  xl. 

 —  fal." 

D.  gr.  V, — gr.  XX. 

 fpiritus, 

decodum, 


572 

574 
i36 

133 


526 

.583 
198 
133 

4'3 
413 
413 

413 

294 

302 
273 

Cornuifaemina.  See  S-PINA  cervina. 
Cortmary,  103 
Cortex  China.    See  CoRT.  Peruv. 

FLAV, 

Corticis  exterioris  aurantii  Hifpa- 
lenfis  coNSERVA,  339 

D.3-— li: 
  Peruviani  infufum,  2S7 

—I-  Feruviatiicxtralt.  393,  398 

 Pcruviani  ttnii.Jimp,      3 20 

Count  Palmers  powder^  440 

Cowhage,  139 


D.  I4— It-fs. 

 gelatina, 

uftio, 


•INDEX. 


Cow- itch,  139 

Covvdip,  198 

Crabs'  claws,  117 

Crabs'  eyes,  fo  called,  1 1 7 

Crram  of  tartar,  449 

Cream  of  tartar.  See  Tartar. 

Cremor  tartari,  449 

32— si- 

Creta, 

D.  3fi.— 32. 

 ,  e  pulvis  compofitus 

opio, 

-D.  3^3.— 3j- 
— — •,  curn  opioi 

"Crctacea  mbctura,' 

 potio, 

Cretacevis  pulvis, 


134 

fine 
523 

522 

Ammonite 


Cretae   oleum.  See 

AQUA. 

  trochifci, 

Croci  extraftum, 
 fvrupus, 

D-  3j—- 3U- 

 tinftura. 

Crocus, 

 -JaliviiSf 

D.  gr.  v.— 3j. 

 antimonii  medicinalis, 

•  antimonii  mitior, 

 pf  antimony, 

 Martis  aperiens, 

■  aftringens, 

 metallorrra, 

Croton  cafcarilla, 
 lacciferum, 

Cryftalline  forms  of  different  falts, 

439 

Cryftaliifation,  its  different  modes 
fpecified,  50 
of  falts,  436 
448 
^34 


533 
396 

345 

322 
1J4 
1 34 

501 
501 
502 
466 
466 
502 
141 
169 


Crvftals  of  tartar, 
Cubcbae, 

gr.  v.— 3j. 
Cuckowr  flower, 
*  pint,  conferve  of. 


119 

339 
135 


Cucumbers,  garden. 
Cucumber,         ftreparatioji  of,  28 1 
Cucumis  agfcftis,  135 

 colocynthidisy  1 3«r 

 hortenfis,  135 


Cuctimis  fativus, 

•  me/o, 

Cucurbitse  femen, 

 lageiiariay 

Cummin  feed, 

eflential  oil  of, 


—  plafter, 


Cumini  cataplafma, 
 cymini, 


iSc 
13s 

137 
361 
586 
6ot 
137 
470 


*Cupri  ammoniati  aqua, 
D.  gr.  V. — ^gr.  XXX. 

*  pilulae,  537 

 vitriolati  aqua  compofita, 

470 

Cuprum,  135 

 nativum,  135 

*            ammoniacum  470 

 .-  vitrioU,  26a 

CurafTao  oranges,  103 
Curcuma,  136 
 '■ —  longa,  1 36 

D.  9j.— 3j- 

Curfuta,  137 

Curfutae  rad.  137 

Currants,  265 

*  ,         fyrup  of,  346 

Cycas  circifialis,  224 

Cydonia  mala,  137 
*Cydonii  mali  feminum  mucilago, 

302. 

Cydonibrum  fyriipusj 

Cyniini  femen,  137 
_D.3j.— 3j. 

  lem.  ol.  eflent.  361 

Cynofbati  fruftus,  137 

Cynolbati  fru£Vus  conftrva,  3^0 

Cypen  longi  rad.  137 

Cyperus,  long,  137 

Cyprus  turpentine,-  251 

D. 

Daftyli  fruftus,  138 

Daify,  common,  107 

Damafk  plumb,  little  Hack,  See 

Pruna  gallica. 

Damafk  rofe,  220 
Damafk  rofe  water,         374,  377 

Dandelion,  138 

^Dandelion,  cxtraft  of,  394 

Danewort,  141 

Daphnes  nicxei  ei^  l8l 


INDEX. 


Dates,  138 

Datui-a  Jlramon'ium,  245 

Daucus  caroia,  138 

Daiicus  Crericiis,  138 

Daucus  fylveftris,  '  138 

D.  3j.— si- 
Dead  nettle,  170 
Deadly  night  fliade,  239 
Deadly  night-fliade  plafter,  586 
Decofta  diui  etica,  298 
Deco£tion  for  a  glyder,  300 

 for  a  fomentation,  300 

Decoctions, Fomentations,  and 

Mucilages,  from  p.   293  to 

p.  303. 

Decoftions  in  water,  285 
HccoSum  album,  294 

 -antifebrile,  296 

<^  antiKefticiun,  296 

=  aftringens,  297 

—     .   .1.  commune  pro  clyftere, 

300 

..  .1   »  commune, 

febrifugum, 
pro  fomento, 


300 
297 
300 
295 
61 

138 


Deflagration,  what, 
Delph  'tnii  fiapbis  agrioy 
Dens  leonis, 

Deobflruent  compofitions  of  dif- 
ferent forts,  538,  539 
Deobftruent  eleAary,  559 
Depuration,  different  modes  fpe- 
cified,  48 
Defpumation  of  honey,  273 
Detergent  gargle,  579 
Detonation,  what,  6x 
Diacodiofi,  34^ 
Diantbi  caryophylU,  1 2 1 
Diaphoretic  bolufes,  No,  3.  547 

,^  draught,  575 

•  ,  julep,  572 

jyiSamnus  alius,  ^47 
Diflamnus  Cretiqys,  139 
Digeftive  ointment,  599 
"Digeftive  powder,  529 
*•  Digitalis  folia,  139 
-purpurea-,  139 

91 


Dill, 


D.  gr.  fs.-g''-  U' 


Dill  feeds,  eflential  oil  of,  360 

Dilute  nitrous  acid,  427 

Difcutieiit  cataplafm,  601 

*Dil;illata  aqua,  375 
*DirtiIlcd  water,  "  . 
Diftillation,  how  performed,  53 

■  two  kinds,  what,  53 

•Dittany  of  Crete,  139 

Dhtany,  ivbite  01  l/c/JIarJ,  147 

Diuretic  ale,  315 

 bolufes,  No.  2.  547 

Diuretic  decoftions,  208 

 r-  draught,  No.  4,  576 

■  irrfufion,  293 

 julep,  572 

 powder,  530 

Dock,  1 70 

Dock,  great  wafer,  i  ;0 
Dog-berry  tree.   See  Spina  Cer- 

VINA. 

Dogftane.  See  Vincetoxicum. 
Dog's  mercury.   See  Mercuria- 

LIS  herba. 

Dog  rofe,  137 

Dolichos,  139 

— —  pruriens,  139 

Domeflic  glyfter,  580 

*Doronjcus  Germanicus,  140 

D.  gr.  ii. — gr.  xii. 
Dorjlenia  conirayerva,  ,  I33 

D overt  Pulvis,  52^ 

Dragon's  blood,  229 

Draughts,  ^69 

*Drink  with  chalk,  670 

Dropwort,  145 

Dulcamara,  140 

Dwarf  elder,  141 

Dyachylon,  584 

Dyfenteric  bolufes,  No.  2,  548 

*Dyfentcric  powder,  529 

Dvfentery,  eledary  againfl,  552, 

558 


Earths,  2e. 
^  folutions  in  different  a- 

cids,  ^  22,  23 
 ,  not  foluble  in  different 

acids,  24 


INDEX. 


:Earths,  infipiti,  67 
Eartlis,  ablorbent,  67 

 ,  medical  efFe(5ls  of,  67 

 ,  ihtir  power  of  deflroying 

acids,  Tablfs  of,  68,69 
not  diffoluble  in  acids,  69 


Earth,  argillaceous, 
-,  hard  cryftaliine, 


70 
69 

381 
432 
425 
141 

9- 
283 

543 
135,  281 


^.lu  ties  Ciirmes, 
F.'Ju  lie  RaM, 
JEa  I  tie  Luce, 
Euiili  folia, -&c. 
Eei's  liver, 
Egg  nil, 

*Elattrrio,  pilulae  ex, 
Elaterium, 

D.  gr.  fs.--gr.  IV. 

Elathe:  la^ 

Elder,  cptnmon  black-herried, 
Elder  berry,   inj'pijj'ated  juice  of, 

279 

Elder  ointment, 
Elecampane, 
Electaries, 
Eleftarium  aromaticum, 
 alterans, 


141 
228 


—  cafliae, 

D.  3i.-|ifs. 
--  caryocoftinum. 


594 
142 

551 
399 
5S8 
552 


See 

SCAMMONII  ELECTARIUM. 

Elec'^ary  of  catechu,  554 
Electarium  chalybeatum.  No.  3, 

.     '    .  .559 
Eleclarium   e   cortice  Peruviano, 


No.  6, 


deobflniens, 

3d  dyfenterlcos, 

pro  gingivis, 
c  giimmi  guaiaco, 


561 

559 
552. 
558 
560 

559 


Eleftarium  fenna;, 

D.  3fs._:5fs. 
■    ;  fiftens, 
Elemi,  gum,  < 
D,  gr.  .\.— 3fs, 
Eleutheria, 

D.  gr.  X. — 3fs. 
Elixir  of  health, 
--  ptiregvricum, 


553 

56a 
141 

I4r 

329 

-  proprietatis  vitriolicum,  33  ^ 
~  proprietatis, 
--  facru77t, 
—  faliitis, 

ftomachicum, 


33^ 
335 
329 
317 
300 

s6j 
59 

6o:j 

579 
580 


 ex  helleboro  nigro,  559  niaco, 

1;  Joviale,  560  *  

 ad  ncphriticos,  560  

 nitrofum,  560   

■  opiatum,  557 

■  —  pardlyticnm,  560   

'    peftoralc,  553 

 purgans  acidum,  561  

•   tcrc-binthinatum,  562 

■  thebaVcum,  557   

Eiei^^ary  of  fcamraony,  553   , — - 


*Elm  bark,  deco6tioii  of, 
D.|iv._ftfs. 
*EIm  tree, 
Elutriation,  what, 
Emetics,  tlieir  power, 
Emollient  cataplafm, 

  gargle, 

  glyfter, 

Emplajirum  ex  ammoniaco  cum  mer- 

curio,  ij  86 

Emplaftrum  ammoniaci  cum  hy- 

drargyro,  jgr! 

 anodynum,  c^Zz 

 anodyno  -  difcutiens, 

589 

 antihyjiericum,        58  ] 

 afafcetidae,  58  , 

•  at  trail  ens,  58  ; 

*  de  belladonna,  58') 

 cantharidis,  58L' 

 calidum,  ^89 

 i  coerulium,  587 

 cepbaliciim,  584 

 cerae  compofitum,  583 

 cc'eum,  58 

 de  cicuta  cum  ammo- 

S8.^ 

ad  clavos  pedum,  58  - 
commune,  58.; 
commune  adh^cfi-jum, 
58, 

commune   cum  gtimmi, 
58' 

cotitmime  cum  mi  rcuric, 
58} 

cumin',  53  j 

difeiijivum^  ^8i> 


1   N   D   E  X*. 


Emplaftrum  gnmmofum,  585 
 ad  hernia m.  See  Em- 

PLASTRUM  THURIS  COMPOS. 

 hydrargyri,  587 

 ladaiii  compofitum, 

588 

 lithargyrl,  584 

 litliargyri  compofitum, 

585,  586 

— —  lithargyri  cum  hydrar- 

gyo,  ,  587 

 lithargyri  cum  rclina, 

—  — picisBurgundicoe  com- 
pofitum, 584 

 refinofum,  585 

■  rehoram,        5^6,  ;;87 

—  faponaceum,  ^88 

'  faponis,  588 

 fimplex,  583 

<  Jlomai  hie  urn  ^  588 

 liippurans,  589 

 thuris  compofitum,  587 

 '■  vfjicator-um,  588 

Empyreuma,  what,  53 
Emuifio  Arabics,  565 
- —        cimi  aro,  568 


Epithema  volatile, 
Epithem"--, 
Erucas  feu-.en, 
Eryngii  radix, 

D.  3j.— 3iij. 
Eryngium  marinmumf 
Eryiigo, 

Eryftmi  afUaria  fol. 
Eryfimum, 

officinale^ 


4  -- ' 


H3 

145 
H3 

82 

H3 
540 


D.  Ifs.-|i. 

Emulfion,  camphorated,  566 

Emt/ijjo  cofnmii?iisy  565 

Eniulfio  oleofa,  567 

*  oleofa  fimplex,  567 

 oleofa  volatiJis,  567 

 purgans,  566 

Emulsions,  565 

Endivia,  142 

Enema  de  amylo,  579 

 anodynum,  579 

 anticolicum,  580 

 allringens,  580 

 commune,          .  580 

 domefticum,  580 

 emolliens,  580 

•  i — foetidum,  5R0 

 opiatum,  579 

 puigaus,  580 

 terebinthinatum,  580 

f.'is  Venerhy  467 

'vHila  camparra,  142 

jtuulae  campanae  ex'raftum,  392 


Ethiopic  pills, 

Evaporation,  how  performed,  ^52 

Eupatorium  caunabiaum,  143 

Euphorbium,  144 

Euplorbia  qffiiinarum^  144, 

ExrRESSED  AND  INSPISSATED 
JUICES,  277 

Exprellipn,  how  performed,  5^ 
Exficcation,   its  different  modes, 

Extemporaneous  volatile  aromatic 
fpirit,  _  424 

Extinftion,  what,  its  ufe,  5^ 

Extract  of  lead.   See  Plumbum. 

Extraction,  different  modis  fpe- 
cified,  47 

Extract   by  long  digestion, 

400 

  WITH  rectified  SPI- 
RITS, 394 

  WITH  SPIRIT  AND  WA- 
TER, 397 

  WITH  WATERS,  39O 

 ,  general  rules  for  making 

thcms  390 
Extrafium  cathartlcum^  399 
Eye  ointment,  593 
Extradum   Martis.    See  Vinum 

FERRI. 


F. 


io» 

57,29i 


Fat, 

Fa;ciila»,  •what  fo  callci., 
Fasnicul.  fcm.  aq.  374,  376 

D.Jij.-Iiv. 
Fasniciili  fcni.  oleum  effentiale,  561 
Faeniculus  dulcis,  146 

D.  3i.-3i. 
Farniigreek,  147 
Facnum  Graccum,.  147 


INDEX. 


:Fetld  glyfter, 


5  So 

573 

179 

297 


Fe  ;hert"e.>  ,  wild, 
Febrifuge  detoflion, 
.Febrifuge  'pawaer  of  craanius. 
Se^  Regulus  Antim.  Medici- 

N"  A).!S. 

Febrifuge  wine,  313 
Fetint,,  rorr.r-iOUy 

;F^^;iael  Howcr,  1S8 

Feiir.cl  fee  '?,  efTential  oil  of,  361 
'Fenntl  feed  water,         •  374,  376 

.Fern,  tommon  malft  14S 

:Ferri  amrroni  icalis  tinftura,  324 

D.  9i  — 3ij. 

.Ferri  muriati  tincliira,  324 

D.  gtt.  X. — 3  fs. 

'*Ferri  fqunmae  purihcatae,  465 

D.  gr.  vi.-  3  fs. 

■Ferri  tinfrura,  324 

iFerri  vinum,  308 

D.  3  i.-l  fs. 

:Ferrum,.  144 

D.  gr,  vi. — 3  fs. 

iFerrum  ammoniacale,  467 

D.  gr.  ij. — gr.  x. 

-            ammon''atum^  4^7 

*Ferrum  cartarifatuon,  467 

p.  gr.  ij. -gr.x. 
.Ferrum  vitriolatum,        262,  468 

D.  gr.i. — gr.  vi. 
.Ferrum   vitriclatlim  exficcatiim, 

442 

*Ferrum  vitriolatum  liftum,  467 

.Fcruia  a  fa  f(Et:da^  99 

1  Fetid  pfUs,  '538 

Feverfew,  179 

Ficuf  carica^  J  2 1 

Figwort,  235 

iFigs,  121 

.Filings  of  iron  prepared,  465 

Fiiijiendula,  145 

 fpinfa,  145 

fillx  mas,  145 

Fir  tree, 
Fifh  glue. 

Five  emollient  roots, 
Five  opening  roots, 
Flake  lead. 

TATA. 

Flaaimula  Jovis, 


76 
163 
265 

265 

Sec  Cerussa  ace- 
146 


Flax,  common,  17S 

 ^pur^'ingy  175 

Flea  wort,  21a 
Flefli  glue.    See  Sarcocolla. 

Flores  Benzoes,  452 

D.  gr.  X— 3 1. 

Florfs  Brnzntn: ,  452. 

Florcs  martiales^  467 

Flares  %inci,  475 

Flower  or  meal,  25^ 
Flowers  of  Benzoine,  4s2 
Flowers  in   chemical  operations, 

how   dillinguiflied   from  fubli^. 

mates,  55 
Flower  de  luce  wtf/ifr,  15s 
Fluids,  different  weights,  Table  of, 

40 

Fluids,  folubility  of,  Table  of,  42. 
Fluxes,  what,  61 

 reducing,  6i 

Flux,  black,  whit,  61 
Fomentations.  SeeDECocTiONs. 
Foflile  tar,  oil  of,  404 
Fotus  anodynus,  301 

 aronaticus,  301 

 communis^  300 

 roborans,  301 

Four  carmin  tive  flowers,  266 

 capillary  herbs,  266 

 cordial  flowers,  266 

 greater  cold  feeds,  266 

 greater  hot  feeds,  266 

 lefTer  cold  feeds,  266 

 iffler  hot  feeds,  266 

Fox-glovc,  139 
Fragaria,  147 

 w/f,-r,  147 

Frangula.  See  Spina  cervina. 
Frankincenfe,  254 
Fraxiuelia,  147 
Fraxinus,  148 

 ; — —  cxcrljior^  14S 

French  lavender,  24^ 
Fficus  vcjiculofus,  2  T 

Fu^'i  da}nonum.    See  Hypericu"'. 
Fuliginis,  yy:)/V//«^,yi/,  olcum^  41 
Fiiliginis  tinftnra,  -  • 

Fuligo  lignbrum  combiiftorum,  . 


Fun 


laria. 


qfficinnUsj 


^Fumigation  pojvder, 
Fumitory, 


1  t^ii 


0 


INDEX, 


Furnaces,  the  different  kinds,  33 
Fufion,  how  performed,  5^ 
 ,  for  what  purpofes  ufed,  59 


G. 

Galanga  minor,  148 
Galangal, 

Galbani  pilulae  comp.  538 

D.  9fs._3fE. 

*Galbani  tinftura,  323 

D.  3  i. — 3  iij, 

Galbanum,  14.8 

D.  gr.  x.~3fs. 

Gallse,  1 4g 

D.  gr.  X.— 3  fs. 

Galls,  I4g 

Gamboge,  149 

Gambogia,  149 

D.  gr.  ij.— gr.  xii. 

Gambogia,  pilute  de,  539 

Garden  mint,  18 1 

Garlic,  8z 

Garlic,  oxymel  of,  351 

Garlic,  fyrup  of,  343 

Gargarifma  aftringens,  579 

——  commcne.  No.  2,  579 

 emolliens,  59 

 cietergt-ns,  579 

Gargaeisms,  578 

Gel  Krbani  radix^  12.1 

Genifta,  150 

D.ai.— 3i. 
Gcn'Jla  Caiiarienjis, 
*Geoffrsea, 
*  iaermis, 


175 

298 
150 


^Geotfraeae  decoftum. 
Gentian, 

Gentian   compound  infuCon  of, 

289 

Gentian,  compound  thifiure  of^  317 
Gentiana,  150 

D.  3fs.— 3  i. 

■  liitea^  150 

Gentiana  purpurea,  137 
Gentiana  centaureum,  124 
Gentianas  extraftum,  391 

D.  3fs.~3ij. 
OcHtiansB    infvifiim  compofitiim, 

389 


Gentiana:  tinSlura  eompojlta,  3  i  7 

D.  3i.-3iij. 

Centiaiice  t'inum  cotnpcJi:um^  50  7 

*  Gileadenfe  balfamum,  104 

Ginger,  265 

Ginger,  fynip  of,  349 

*Ginger,  tinflure  of,  332 

*Ginfeng,  151 

D.  3i.— 3i. 

Gladiolum  luteum,  152 

Glafs  of  antimony,  509 

Glecoma  hederacea,  j 

Glycyrrhiza,  1^2 
3^s.-3i. 

■  glabra,  1^2 

Glycyrrhizas  extraftum,  391 

D.  3  i.— Jfs. 

Glycyrrhizze  trochifci,  533 

Gnaphalium  arcnarium.    See  Stce- 

CHAS. 

Gold,  loa 
Gold,  fome  obfervations  upon,  462 
Goldilocks.  See  Stcechas. 

Golden  rod,  261 
Golden  ftoechas.    See  Stcechas. 

Gourd,  135 

Gout  bitter  powder,  529 

Gratnen  caniniim,  153 

Granatum,  1^3 

D.  9  fs.— 5  fs. 

Granulation,  wiiat,  58 

*Gratiola,  153 

D.  3  fs.— 3  fs. 

 offtLinalis.,  1^3 

Green  bafilicum  ointment,  ^91 

Green  tea,                      '  253 

Green  vitriol,  262 

Ground  ivy,  155 

Ground  pine,  126 

Guaiaci  tinftura  ammoniata,  322 

D.  5  i.— s  fs. 

Guaiacina  Itniiura  volatilisy  322 

Gnaiacinum  elixir,  332 

Guaiacinum  vinnni,  314 

*  ■   cum  helltboro, 

•''Guaiacinum  volatile  elixir,  32a 

Giiaiacum,  154 
D.  3  fs.-3i. 

 officinale,  ^           _  154 

Guaiacum,  auimoniated  tinflure 

t)f,  32a 


1  N  t)  E  X. 


t?uaiacum  ele«flary, 
Giiaiacum,  elixir  of) 
*Guaiaci  oleum, 
*Guaiacum,  oil  of, 
Guaiaci  refina, 
Guaiacum,  refin  of» 
Guaiacum  wine, 

*  with  iiellebore, 

Gu:IaaJ:na  morifiga^ 

Guinea  pepper, 

*Gum  arabic,  mucilage  of, 


559 
333 

403 

403 

396 

396 

3H 

314 
187 
207 

elemi,  compound  ointment 
of, 

— —  hedera^  ^55 

 plafter,  585 

Gummi  rubrum  aftrwgenSf  167 
Gums,  an  eleftary  for,  560 
•Gum  tragacanth,  mucilage  of,  30^ 


H. 

Hajmatites  lapisy  155 
Hxmatoxyli  (ieco<ftum>  297 
 extraftum,    392,  398 

D.  3  fs.— 3  fs. 

Hamatoxylojt  Campechianum^  1 74 

Hairy  wild  poppy,  198 

Halicacahi,  8  2 

Hartfhorn,  133 

Hartfliorn,  the  burning  of,  274 

 ,  decoftion  of,  294 

■               jelly,  302 

Hart's  penny-royal,  213 

 tongue,  _  -175 

Haiiftus  anodyno-diureticus,  576 

  antiemeticus  falinus,  574 

"           catharticus,  No.  2.  575 

  catharticus  falinus,  575 

  diaphoreticus,  575 

  diureticus,  No.  4.  576 

Heart's  eafe,  a6o 

Hedera  arborea,     '  155 

■       —  helix,  1 3  5 

  terrcftris,  155 

Hedge  hyffop,  153 

  muflard,  143 

*Helleborafter,  156 

D.  3  fs.-3  K 

Hellebore  black,  eledtary  of,  559 

Hellebore  iviZ/fj  156 


^Hellebore  white.'decoftlon  of,  299 
*Hellebori  albi  dccoftum, 

 nigri  extraftum, 

D.  gr.  ij— 3  fs. 
.  tinftura, 

D-  3  j— 3 
Helleborus  albus, 

D.  gr.  i.— gr.  v. 

 fcetidus^ 

 niger, 

D.  gr.  X.— 3 1. 


Hemlock, 


dropwort, 

-,  {/i/pijfated juice  of, 
-  plauer  with 


299 
391 

325 

156 

156 

127 
191 
2S0 
ammonia- 
584 

Hi 
118 


cum. 
Hemp  agrimony, 

 feed, 

Henbane,  common  "joildorilack,  160 
Henbane,  oil  of  285 
Hepar  antimonii^ 

Hepatica  nobilis,  158 
Hcpar  ftdphuris,  460 
Herba  Britaunica.    See  Hydrola- 
pathumi 

Herba  pedicularis^     See  Staphis 
agria. 

Eerbe  aux  poux>.  See  Staphis  agria, 

24$ 

Herb  Ben  net, 
Herb  mercury, 
Hermoda(5lylus, 
Herniaria, 

 glabra^ 


Hiera  p-cra. 
Hip  tree. 

Hips,  conferva  of, 

Hippocaftanum, 

Hippofelinum, 

Theoph, 


ra . 


121 

i8r 

158 
158 
53S 
137 
340 

1 59 

159 
295 


Hordei  decoftum, 

D.  5  iv.-fb  fs. 
■ .  I      dccodtum  compofitum,  295 
D.  I  iv.— ft  fs. 


Hordeum, 


diflichum, 
Gallicum, 
mundatum, 
perlatum. 


159 
159 
1 59 
^^9 


Hoffman's  mineral  anodyne  liquor. 


INDEX. 


Hog's  lard,  103 

INIutton  fnet.  See  Axnngia,  103 
Hog's  lard,  ointment  of, 

Hog's  lard,  preparation  of,  272 

Hog  lice,  183 

Hog's  fennel,  205 

Honey,  179 

Honey,  acetated,  350 

Honeys,  medicated,  350 

Hops,  177 

Horehound,  w'^'Z/f,  178 

Horminiim  fativum,  159 

Plorfe  clicfniit,  i;;^ 

Horfe  radifli,  21^ 
Horfe  radifti,  compound  fpirit  of, 

388 

Humulus  hip'tnus^  lyy 

Hungary  water,  38s 

Hydragogue  julep,  573 

Hydrargyri  calx  alba,  490 

*Hydrargyri  muriati  folutio,  486 

*  pilula?,  539 

D.  9  fs.— 9  j. 

*  folutio  fimplex,  481 

*  fyriipus,  568 

Hydrargvrus  cum  fulphure,  478 

D-9j— 31. 
*Hydrargyri  tabula  prjeparationum 
variarum  ex  auftore  Schwediaur, 

Hydrargyrum^  94 
D.  l  fs.-J  iv. 

*  acftatus,  477 

D.  gr.  i  —  gr.  x. 

■ —  calciiiarus,  482 

D.  gr.  fs.— gr.jj. 

'   cum  creta,  477 

D.  gfs.— 3fs. 

  muriatii6,  483 

gr-  T  — rir.  fs. 
 muriatiis  corrofivus, 

 viuriafus  niitis,  487, 

D.  gr.  i. — gr.  xii.  488 


*Hydrargyri  muriati  mitis  pilulae, 

540 

*Hydrargyrus  murlatus  prajcipi- 
tatus,  488 

 1— — -  nitratus  ruber,  482 

 purificatus,  477 

 —  piaecipitatus  ciiiere- 

us,.  479 


Hydrargyrus  cum  fulphure,  478 

D.  3i.-3i. 

■  fulphuratus  niger, 

^-  3J— 3j-  478 

 fulphuratus  ruber, 

D.  gr.  X.— 3fs.  479 

—  ■  vitriolatus,  491 

D.  gr.  fs. — gr.  iv. 

Hydrolapathum,  170 
Hynjcyammluteus.  See  NiCOTI  A  n  A. 

*  niger,  160 

 fucc.  fpiflat.  16 r 

*  ,OiloJ\  283 

Hypericum, .  r6o 

D.  3j— 3j. 

■  pcrjoratum,  1 60 

Hypociftis,  161 
Hyffopi  aqua,                374,  376 

HyfTopus,  16 1 

  officinarum  carulea^  five 

/pica  fa,  1 6  i 
Hyfteric  bolus,  549 
 julep.  No.  2.  571 


I. 


Jack  by  the  hedge,  t% 

Jalapae  extraftum,  398 

D.  9fs.— 9?. 

Jalapae  refina,  395 

Jalapii  tinftura,  323 

D.  3i.-|fs. 

Jalapium,  16 1 

D.  gr.  x.— 3  fs. 

Jalappa,  pilulse  de,  537 

*JalappaE  pulvis  compofitus,  525 

Jamaica  pepper,  207 

*  '.  water,      3  74»  3  7  7 

Japan  earth,  decoclion  of,  299 

Japonic  decoflion,  295 

Japonica  t  'ni£lura,  324 

Japan  'iae  terra  decoSlum^  299 

Japonicum  infufum,  289 

Japonicum  decoftum,  29^ 

Jafmiujtm  Arahiam^  130 

Jafminum,  162 

officinale  Y  ^ 

163 

549 


Ichthyocolla,  ' 
Iliac  bolus, 


I 


INDEX. 


uperatona, 


ojiruthiuffty 


163 

60 
186 


Incineration,  what, 
Indian  nard, 
Infusions   in  BoitiNG  water, 

2S9 

 IX    DIFFERENT  MEN- 
STRUA, 265 
 IN  WATER,  285 

Infufuni  akalinum,  292 
 aiDarum,  2t!9 

.Infufum  amarum Jiniplex,  289 
 amarvim  purgans,  2S9 

••  amarum  cum  fenna,  289 

 antircorbuticura,  .  292 

 cephalicum,  292 

^Infiifion  of  cinnamon,  293 

Infufum  diiireticum,  293 
 paralytkum,  295 

Infu/'itni  fcnna  lomrnufie,  290 
ilnjectio  balfamica,  581 
 mercuriaiis,  581 

ilNJECTIONS,  578 

.Inula  helenium,  142 

^Ipecacuanha,  163 

D.  gr.  X.— 3  fs, 
♦Ipecacuanhas  pulvis  compofitus, 

D.  3fs.— 3fs.  524. 

 cinftura,  309 

D.  3j.-|fs. 
vinum, 


309 

D.  3i.-|fs. 

Irii  florentina,  165 

3j— 3i- 

 pah/Jlrh,  .  152 

 pfcuch  co'-us,  152 

 tuber  ofa,  158 

Iron,  144 

Ip.OU,  PREPARATIONS  OF,  464 

*"Iron  fcalcs  purified,  465 

 vitriol  of,  dried,  442 

Ifchiadic  'cataplafm,  603 

Ifinglafs,  163 

Jfn  nobiliSf  1  33 

♦Jiigians,  365 

 re^ia,  fee  Mat.  Med.  165 

Julapium  amrnoiiiacnm,  571 

 aatihyftcriciim,  572 

 cffaphoreticum,  cji 

 diireticum,  572 


Jalapuim  foetidum,  573 

— :  :— hydragogum,  573 

 fiftcns,  573 

Juhpum  i  camphora,  669 

-  .       -  cardiacum.   No.  2,  57i> 

 <;arminativum,  No.  3,  571 

Juleps,  569 

Jiilepum  hyftencumj  No.  2,  '  571 

 e  mofcho,  570 

 refrigerans,  571 

 7  ftomachicum,  No.  2,  571 

Juniperi  baccs,  166 

D.  3^'s-— 3j• 
— — —  -  communis,  166 

 baccarum  rob,  394. 

Juniper  berries,  166 

 berries,  rob  of,  394 

■  I           berry,. effential  oil  of,  359, 

361 

Juniperi  comp.  aq.  3  8  7 

Juniper,  compound  fpirit  of,  387 

Juniperi  ol.  efT.  361 

■  D.  gtt.  ij— gtt.  X. 

Juniperi  fps.  comp.  387 

D.  3  i.— I  fs. 

J un 'per us  Lycia,  192 

 Sahina,  22  5 

Ivy,  155 


K. 

Kali  acetatum, 

D.  3j.-3j. 

 Jmpiifuni, 


446 
12S 

•  muriatum.     See  Ammonite 


AQUA. 

Kali  nitratum,  i8S^ 

*Kalipr£eparatiim,  407 
D.  gr.  X. — 3  fs. 

 ,  prepared  water  of,  ^o3 

 prseparati  aqua,  408 

D.  3  fs. — 3jfs.  408 

 e  puro  calx,  .^10 

 puri  aqua,  409 

D.  gtt.  X. — gtt.  xl. 

*— -—  puruin,  409 

  fulphiiratum,  460 

  tartarifatum,  449 

D.3ij-Ii. 


•     J  N  D  E  jf. 


ICali  vltriolatum.   See  Ammonite 

AQUA. 

■  vitriolatum, 

Kempferia  roturula^ 
•Kino,     D.  or.  x.— 3  fs. 
Kino  tinftura, 
Kermes, 

' —  ,  confeftion  ofj 

mincralis, 


Kermefinus  fyrupus, 


264 
167 

324 
166 

349 
508 

346 


L. 

Lac,  168 

Lac,  gum  rcjiti^  169 

 Hick.  1 

■  feed.  i^SceLACCA. 
 fliell.  \ 

Lac  fulphuris^  460 
Lacca,  ■ 

Laccae  tinftura,  324 

Laftis  faccharum,  452 

Laftuca  virofa,  1 70 

— •  fuccus  fpi{rat. 

D.  gr.  i.— gr.  iv. 

Ladanum,  169 

D.  gr.  X.— 3  fs. 

Ladanum  compound  plallefy  588 

Ladies'  fmock,  119 

Lady's  mantle,  81 

Lakeweed,  199 

Lambatives,  563 

Lamium  album,  1 70 

Lapathum,  170 
Lapis  calcareus  purus  Teems  ujlus^  115 

.,t  medicamentofuS|  516 

*Lateritium  oleum,  404 

Laudanu?ft  Uquidtim^  327 

 ^  S^e  Opii  Vi- 

NUM. 

Lavender, 


Lai^endula, 


171 

;  compound  fpiih  of,  382 
■,  cotton,  76 
.,  eliential  oil  of,  359,  362 
fpirits  of,  38s 


D.  3i.— jfs. 

/pica, 
Jlxchas^ 


171 

245 


Lavandulae  ftor.  ol,  efTentiale,  361 
D-  g«.  I.— gr.  V. 

•'  fpiritus, 

3'-— 3^s. 
 ' — ^  fpiritus  comp. 


Laurus, 


D.  3fs.. 

—  nobllis^ 

—  caffia^ 

—  cinnam. 

■  /"Jfnfras^ 


-^fs. 


382 
38a 
i7r 


171 
123 
129 
233. 


Laufskraut.    See  Staphisagria 
Laxative  whey, 
Lichen  caninus^ 

•  ^cinereus  terreftris, 

* — 9— Iflandicus, 
Lignorum  decoftum, 

D.  I  iv.-ltfs. 

  eflentia,  337 

eflentia  coucentrata,  337 


305 

1 72 

173 

2gS 


Lilium  album,  174 

 -candidunif  174 

Lignum  aloes,  80 

 Rhodium,  173 

 tinftile  Campechenfe,  174 

D.  3i.~3i. 
Ligiijlicum  hvijltcuniy  1 72 
Lilium  convallium, 
Lily  of  valley, 
Lime  tree, 
 water. 


*  ,  liniment  of, 

*Limonis  corticis  aqna, 

 cort.  oleum 

D.  gtt,  ii. — gr.  iv. 


•fucci  fyrupus, 
D.  3i.— 3ij. 
Limonum  fuccus,  et  cortex, 
Lindus  aeidulus, 

LlNCTUs',  OrLoHOCHS, 

 ■   folutivus, 

Linden  tree, 
Lingua  cervina, 
Lini  infufum, 
Linimentum  alburn^ 

 ammoniae, 

ammoniae  fortius, 
aqua?  calcis, 
anodynum, 
hjcmorrhoidale. 


J  74 
174 
a  54 
288 

599 
.3  74 
eflentiale, 

362 
346 


»7S 

564 

563 
564 

254 
175 
292 

597 
597 
597 
599 
599 
599 


INDEX. 


^Lininientum  camphorx  compofi- 

598 

•  oleofum  compofitum, 
600 


turn. 


—               opiatum,  42^ 

 fetpoi'.aceum^  423 

*  •  fimplex,  598 

  tutise,  596 

  volatile^  423,  597 

J^IMMENTS,  590 

Linfeed,  175 

Linfeed,  infufion  of,  292 

  lohoch,  563 

Linum  catharticum,  175 

 fativiim,  175 

 ujitati/jimum,  175 

LlquiJambra  Jiyracifiua,  CLi\.y 

Liquor  anodynus  mineralis  HofF- 

manni,  432 

Liquorice,  152 

*  with  opium,  troches  of, 

^34 

Litharge.    See  Plumbum. 

—a —  plafler,  584 

 r-  compound  pjafter,  585, 

586 

 plafler  with  quickfilver, 

,587 

 plaller  with  refin,  58'5 

 -vinegar  of ,  306 

^Lithragyri  acetata  aqua,  47a 

 —  acetata  aqua  compojita^ 

472 


Liverwort,  ajh-coloured ground^ 

—   eatable^ 

—   eryngo-IeaveJ, 

'   no6le^ 

Lixiva  acetata, 

*  purificata, 

 e  tartaro, 

 tartarifata. 


 vitriolata, 

 vitriolata  fulphurea, 

Lixivium faponarium^ 
Lobelia, 

liob'Aia  fybhilitica^ 
Logwooa, 

■  decoftion  of, 

  extracts,  392, 

Lohoch  ex  amylo, 
t   balfamicum, 


Lohoch  commune,  565 

—          de  lino,  565 

  de  manna,  563 

  faponaceum,  563 

  de  fpermate  ceti,  563 

LoHocHs,  or  LiNCTus',  565 

Lopeziana,  176 

Lotio  faponacea,  422 

Lotions,  578 

Lovage,  17a 
Loufe-wort.    SccStaphis  agria,' 

Lozenges,  or  Troches,  532 

Liiju'a,  176 

Lujulae  fol.  conferva,      339,  349 

^-  3'j'— 3'- 

Ltmar  pills,  464 

Lupini  aibi  fem.  177 

Lupulus,  177 

Lutes,  36 

Lycoperdon,  177 

—  bovijlai  177 


M, 

Mace,  eflential  ©il  of, 
Macis,       D.  gr.  x, — 3!. 
oleum  elTentiale, 


36* 

177 

221 


Madder, 

Maetzius's  aftringent  fpecific,  516. 
Magiftery  of  bifmuth,  '  515 
Magnefia  alba,  440,  445 

172  D.  3fs.— 32. 

175  II  vitriolata^  225 

173  D,  32.-^1, 

158    •—  ufta,  446 

446  D-3i-— 31. 

41 1    *-  trochifci, 

407    Maidenhair,  EngliJJt^ 

449    —   true, 

442  Majorana, 

443  D-  3j.— 
409  Mala, 

176  Malacca  bean, 
1 76  Male  fpeedwell, 

174  Malicorium.    See  Granatum. 
297  Mallow, 

398  Malva,       D.  jTs.— 31. 

563   ^fylvejlris, 

564  Malva  verbenaca^ 


79 

17S 
90 
»58 

177 
'77 
177 
%\ 


INDEX. 


Manna,  j^g 

D.  Ifs.— ^2.  ' 
Manna  flake  1  See  Man- 

'~     —  ^  fadlitious.  \  na. 

"  ex  fraxino  orno.  \  78 

<-  lohoch,  563 

thur'is.    See  Olibanum. 

148 
114 
362 

177 
196 
362 
86 
295 

343 
256 

?78 


Maranta  galanga, 
Marigold,  garden. 
Marjoram,  eflential  oil  of, 

■  •  fiucet, 

•  wil/l^ 

Marjoranas  oleum  elTentiale, 
Marflirmallow, 
Marfli-mallQws,  decoftion  of, 

 —  — — ,  fvriip  of, 

jMarfli  trefoil, 
Marrubium, 

D.  91.— 31. 
album  vulgar 


178 
466 
See  Ferrum 
AMMONI  acale. 

466 


Mars  faccharatiis, 

'  foluoilis.  ) 

•  tartarifatus.  \ 

•  fuiphuratus. 

Martial  jethiops,  466 
Martis  limatura,  465 

■  lixivium,  468 

'  in  fpiriiu  falls  tlnHura^  ^21:^ 

Marum  Syriacum,  178 

3fs.— Sfs. 
Mafter-wort,      .  163 
Maftich  tree,  172 
.Maftiche,  1 79 

D-  3fs.— 3fs, 
Materia  medica,  63 
the  arrangement  of,  64 


--     by  CULLEN, 


Matricarias  fol. 

K   -  parthenil^ 

May  lily, 
Meadow  falfron, 
* — 
*  — 


oxympl  of, 
-,  vinegar  of. 


6+ 
179 
1 79 

174 
130 

3?i 
304 

39 
179 

346 

S2t 


Meafures, 
Mechoacanna, 
Mcconio  e  Jyrupus, 
Medicinal  compositions. 
Medicinal  Cfocus  of  antimony,  501 

■  regulus  of  antimony,  50^ 

m  .  Hone,  516 

— — —  SUBS T A liTCEs,   the  pro- 
|)ertles  and  relations  of,  3 


Mel, 

D.  31.— ji. 
acetatuni, 

3'-— 3'j- 

  jEgyptiacu?n^ 

— ^  rofaccum, 

D.  3i. — 32. 

*  Mclatnpodii'  tin  ,  ura^ 
Melaiipfmegma, 
Meiafles.    See  Saccharum. 
MelilTa,   D.  3fs.— 32. 

  officinalis^ 

 aqua,  374^ 

 aq.  comp.' 

Melilotus, ' 
Mellis  defpuraatio, 
Melli  r  A, 
Afel'de  veJicatoriuSy 
Melonib  fenieii, 
Melons, 

Menflruum,  what, 
Mentha  ctrvlna^ 

 piperitis, 

P".  3fs._3ij. 

 piperita^ 

— ■          pip.  ol.  elTentialc, 

D.  ott.  i.—gtt.  ij. 

 pltUgium, 

 fativa, 

D.  3rs.-3iij 

 vtyiJis, 

 infufnm, 

 pip.  aq. 

D.|ij._|iv. 
^-r  pip.  fp. 

P-  3'--3'i- 
—         fativse  aq. 

  cojijei  'va., 

ol.  elTentiale, 


374= 


179 

35^ 

352 
35' 

325 
330 

183 
180 
376 
381 
180 
273 
350 
118 
181 
181 

42 
213 
181 

i8r 
363 

212 
i8i 

181 
286 

377 
387 


3745  377 


D.  gtt.  i. — gtt.  iv. 

 ^■P-  , 

D.  3i-|f*- 


339 
363 

3S7 


—  vulgaris  conferva,  339,  34'3 

Maiyanthes  trifoliata^  256 
Mercurialis  herba,  181 

  •       annua,  1 8  r 

Mercurial  inje(flion,  581 
Mcrcurii  corrojivi  fublimati  folutio, 

486 

 panacea,  489 

Mcrcurius^  9-J 


I  N   D   E  X. 


M  rcurius  alcalifatus^  477 

 calcinatus,  0^ 

.   .corallinus,  4^3 

.  conojivus pracipitatiis,  482 

—  ruber,  4^' 


 Jubl'matHS  vel 

alius,      483  ■ 

.  du'cis  fuhlimattis,  4S7 

 emeticusfavus,  49^ 

 . —  pracipiiatus  alius,  490 

  faccharatus,  47^ 

.  .  vita2,  5^^ 

Mercury,  Englifti  herb,  1 1 1 

 of  life,  5" 

Mercurt,  preparations  or, 

476 

Metallic  preparations,  462 
  compound  prepara- 
TIONS, 5^^ 

Metals,  _  2.4 

Meum  athamant'icum,  182 
*Mezerei  decoelum,  2^98 

*  radicis  cortex,  182 

D.  gr.  I.— 3fs. 
Mezereon, 

Mica  thuris.    See  Olibanum. 
Mild  antimonial  emetic,  '503 
Milder  common  caiiftic,  410 
— — crocns  of  antimony,  501 

*  muriated  quickfilver,  488 

Millefolii  fol.  183 
Milfoil,  183 
Miliifem.  .  183 

Milk,  168 

  ofalmpnds,  5^5 

  of  ammoniacum,  566 

*MiI!epedarum  conferva,  339 

 piseparatio,  275 

310 
183 


Mithridatiiim,  515 

Michridate  muftard,  254 

Mixtura  antidifenterica,  573 

—  cardiaca,  574 

 .  diaphoretica,  573 

  ad  phthifin.  574 

 camphorated,  669 


viuum. 


310 

183 

17s 
162 


Millipedae, 

D..  3^  —33. 

Millepedes,  wine  of, 
Miller, 

Mill,  mountain  flax, 
Mlmofa  catfchu, 

 'Nilonca,  78 — 154 

Mineral  Substances,  21 
Minio,  trochifci  do,  533 
Minium,  47' 
Minium.    See  PttTMBUM. 
Mint,  infiifton  of,  a86 


V„l.m.<^   f  ^ 

camphorated,  with  myrrh, 
669 

 camphorated,  wyth  vinegar, 

670 

 with  chalk,  670 

 with  miifk,  57° 

Mixtures, 

569 

Mori  fyrupus,  34$. 
D.  31.  3ij; 

Morus, 

 nigra-,  '  -^83 

Mofchata' mixtura,  570 

D.  Jfs.-slj. 
Mofchus,  104 

D.  gr.  ij.-3i. 
Mofchus  mofc  Infer  us,  104 
Mucilages.    See  Decoctions. 
Mugwort, 

98 

Mulberry,  183 
Mulberries,  fyrup  of,  34^ 
Mullein,  ^5° 
Muriated  antimony,  51° 

 or  corrofive  quickfilver, 

4?'3 

Muriatic  acid,  4^8 
MuQiroom,  dujly,  177 
Mufk,  184 
Muftard,  _  239 

Mutton  fuet,  preparation  of,  272 
Muftard  whey,  3°3 
Myrijiica  officinalis,  19b 

.p.  gr.  V. — 3i. 
Myrifticre  fps.  3875  388 

p.  3-'— 3^5. 

Mvrobalani,  185 

Myroxylon  Feruiferwn,  104 

Myrrha,      D."gr.  x — Ji.  1S5 

Myrrhu  pulvis  compofitus  e,  525 

D.  3i.— 7i. 

My rrhae  et  aloes  tind.  -326 

 r-  elixir  com poji turn,  335 

 cxtra^iim  gummifunt,  394 

tinftura,  326 
D.  3  =  — 51. 
!3  8  4 


INDEX. 


Myi  tus  arhotta  aromalka.    See  Pi- 

PER  Jamaicens^. 
My  (us  pimentaf  20y 


N. 

Naphae  aqua,  loi 
Nardus  Indica,  i86 
Nafturtium  aquaticum,  iSO 

D.  ?  2.-36. 
"iiajlurt'ium  hortenfe.  See  Nasturt. 

AttUATIC. 

Natron  bordcicatum^  III 
*  Natron  impurum,  lo6 
^Natron  prapparatum,  412 

D.  gr.  X. —  Jfs. 
*Natron  tartarifatum,  450 

D.  3fs.— si. 
*Natron  vitriolatum,  444 

D. 

*Natrum  antiquorunty 
Negro  oil  bufli, 
Nepetae  folia, 

catariee. 


Nephritic  eleftary, 
Nephriticum  lignum, 
Nerium  atitidyfenteriainty 
Neroli  effentia,  feu  oleum, 
Nep-mint, 
Neutral  salts, 
Nicotianae  folia, 

D.  gr.  fs. — gr.  V. 

^  : —  tabaci, 

•  minor,  ") 

 riiftica.  3 


106 
219 
187 
187 
560 

187 

13a 

lOI 

187 

434 
187 


187 

See  NiooTi. 

ANA. 


.  *Nicotiana2  vinum, 
Nigell  femen, 

  Jativce, 

Nightfliade,  tooody. 
Nitrated  quickfilver, 


filver, 


Nitrum  fixum, 
Nitri  trochifci, 
Niti'ous  acid, 

 eledary, 

*  •  powder, 

Nitrum, 

Nitrum  purificatum, 
D.  gr.  X.— 
I  ftibiatum, 


311 
188 
j8S 
140 

ointment  of, 

591 
462 

41° 

534 

427 

560 
530 
188 
440 


440. 


Nucis  mofchatae  oleum  c(Tent.  363 

D.  gtt.  ij.—v. 

Nucleus  amygdal.  commun,  8? 

Nutmeg,  190 

  efTential  oil  of,  363 

Nux  mpfchata,  igo 

D.  gr.  v.—ai. 

— —  piftachia,  191 

Nymphasa  alba,  191 


O. 

Oak,  Jerufalem, 
— —  tree  bark, 
Oats, 

Odoriferous  balfam, 
fpirit, 


III 

ai4 

lOI 

5S4 
383 
191 
403 


3fs. 


CEnanthe  crocata. 
Oils,  empyheumatic, 

 ,  ESSENTIAL,  Dire£tions  how 

to  obtain  them,  353 

 ,  ESSENTIAL.   A  table  of  the 

quantity  obtained  from  dif" 

ferent  vegetables y  367 

 and  bitumen*,  21 

Oily  emulfion,  567 

 fimple  emulfxon,  567 

Ointments,  590 

*01euni  ammoniatum,  597 

■           amygdalae,  a  8^ 

D.  Jfs.-3!. 

.-  I         oleum  animale,  405 
D,  gtt.  X. — gtt.  xl. 

Olca  EuropieOy  19a 

lini,  175 
D.  Jfs.— Ji. 

Oleum  ovi,  283 

.  oHvarum   immaturum.  See 

Oliv,^;. 

— — —  fulphuratum,  459 

D.  gtt.  X.— gtt.  XX.- 

Olibanum,  192 

D.  gr.  X.— jfs. 

Olivse^  earumque  oleum,  19a 

p.  |fs.— |i. 

Olive  tree,  19* 
Omphacinum.    See  OLIViE. 

Onion,  124 

Onifcus  afellusy  1 83 
Operations,  pharmaceutical, 


504   Opiated  coafe£lion, 


4.2 
557 


INDEX. 


Opiated  denary, 

S   glyrter, 

—  liniment. 


*Opiatus  piilvis, 

D.  gr.  v.— 3j. 

*Opu  pilulse, 

D.  gr.  ijfs.— gr.  x 

.  tinftura, 

D.  3fs.— 3a. 

*  tin£Vi}ra  ammoniata, 

.  tiuftura  camphorata, 

D.  3i.-jrs. 

.  vinum, 

Opium, 

D.  gr.  fs.— gr.  y. 

.  opii  extraftum, 

 piirifiratum, 

wine  of, 


*PaIerofes,  fyrup  of,  S+> 
— —  rofe  water,  374- 
Palma  Chrijli.  See  RiCINUS. 
Palm  oil,  19^ 
Palmae  oleum,  19^ 
Palmam  referetis  arbor  farmfera. 
See  Sago. 
3^6,  327    Panacea  lapforum^ 

Panax  quinquefolium^ 
Pan  cle  fangue.    See  Kl N O. 
Panfies, 

*Papaver  album, 

 .  fomniferumf 

crraticum, 


5S7 

579 
422 

543 


328 
328 


311 
193 


Opobalfarr.tim, 
Opodeldoclty 
Opopanax, 

D.gr 


:.— 3fs 


400 

275 
311 

104 
4x2. 

195 


Pa  paver  rhceas, 
*Papaveris  albi  extraftum, 
D.  gr,  I.— gr.  V. 

.  albi  fyrupus, 

D.  3i.-3ij. 
— —  erratic!  fyrupus, 

Paralyfis, 


fyrup  of, 


OraAge  peel,  ikrituous  water  of.   Paralytic  eleftary, 

^    ^  386  rmfufion, 

244   ointment, 

374 

,  101 

233 
233 

359>  363 


*  —  water, 

Oranges,  Seville, 
Orchis, 
Orchis  mafcula, 
Origani  ol.  eflentiale, 

D.  gtt.  I.— gr. 2. 
Origanum, 

_  —  -vulgare, 

D.  gr.  v.— 3i. 
OriganumCreticum.  See  Origanum. 


196 
196 


Parfley,  common., 
Pareira  brava, 

D.  3fs.— 31. 

Parietaria, 

— — —  officinalis^ 

D.  3fs.— 31. 


diaamnus, 
majoranay 


Orpiment, 
Orris,  Florentine, 
Oryfse,  femen, 

 fativ!?, 

Oxalii  acefjfella, 
Oxylapathum, 
Oxymel  pectorale,  . 
Oxvmel  fcilliticum, 

D.  3rs.— 31. 
Oxymel  ftmplex, 

P. 

Pasoniae  rad. 
Paonia  offlciualis^ 


39 
177 

97 
165 
196 
ig6 
176 
170 

35' 
35* 

350 


1 96 
196 


Parfneps, 
Pafque  flower, 
Pajlinaca  opopanax, 
Paftinaca  fativa, 

■i  fylveftris, 

Pearl  afli, 
Peach  tree, 
Peftoral  bolus, 

  eleftary, 

  oxymel, 

 '■ —  pills, 

fyrup, 


140 


s6o 

197 

197 
198 

1 98 

39a 


346 

347 

198 
560 
29} 

59? 

205 

199 

-199 

199 

213 

^95 
199 

199 

128 

199 

549 
5.53 
351 
54a 

347 

Peg-root.  See  Helleborus  NIGER. 
Pellitory,  bajlnrd,^  ziz 

 of  Spain,  213 

 ■  of  the  wall,  199 

Penny-royal,  21a 

 — efTentialoilof,  3159,  363 

 water,  3  74>  3  7  7 

Pentapliyllum,  199 
D.  ^fs.— 31. 


INDEX. 


Pepper,  Jninalca,  efTential  oil  of, 

363 

  long.  206 

D.  gr.  v.— 3i. 
 ^  black,  206 


mint. 


181 


•   mint,  eflential  oil  of,  359, 

  mint,  fpirit  of,  3S7 

  mint  water,  374)377 

•   ftone  crop,  236 

Periclymenttm,  return  folih  laurli/ij, 
Cot  ice  acri  aromatico.    See  WlN- 

TERANI  CORTEX. 

Pe'rficaria  urens,  igg 

Perficae  mali  flores,  199 

Peruvian  bark,  200 

■  —          red,  203 

 yellow,  203 

  decoftions  of,  298 

 eleftary,  561 

■                       extraft  of,  393,  398 

•                      refin  of,  396 

  infufion  of,  287 

Peruviani   cot /ids  tin^ura  volatilis, 

3^s— 3'j-  320 

^Peruvianniti  balfamum,  104 

D.  9i.— 3i. 

Penivianus  cortex,  200 

*Peruvianus  cortex,  203 

— ^  ■  f.a'vus,  203 

 -^—ruher,  203 

Petalorum  rofarum  pallidarum,  374 

Petrolei  ^leiim,  404 
D.  gtt.  V. — gtt.  XV. 

  Barbadenfe,  404 

Petroleum,  204 
D.  gtt.  X.— gtt.  XXX. 

■               Barbadenfe,  201; 

  fulphiiratum,  458 

D.  gr.  X.  — gr.  XX. 

Petrofelinum  vuljare,  205 

D.  3i.— 32. 

Pucedanurn,  205 

•> — ^— - — officinale^  20; 

PJipinicii  JaBylif titty  138 

Phagedaenic  water,  579 
Pharmaceutical  preparati- 

oNs,»  27^ 

Pharmacy,  definition  and  divi- 

fion  of,  I 


Philonium  Londinenfe, 
*Pbofphorated  foda,  or 

fixed  alkali, 
Phthifis,  bolus  againft, 

--,  mixture  againft, 


Piceae  pilulae. 
Pile  liniment, 
* —  ointment, 
Pikilae  aloetics, 
Ptlul^e  aromatica, 

 .  JEthiopicae, 

•  ecphraaica, 

•  cocc'ia, 

 ecpliradlicae  ptirgantes,  538 

 fcetidse,  538 

 giimmofa,  538 

 lunaresj  464 

*  tnercuyjales^  539 

 pacificas  Starkey.  See  Pii.u- 


.  557 
mmeral 

444 
574 
574 
544 
-  599 

59 » 

536 

528 
540 
528 

537 


-LJE  opir, 

—  peftorales, 
 Plumnieri, 

—  roborantes, 
Ruji, 


542 
•540 

544 
542 

Pills,  536 

 of  aloes  with  colocynth,  537 

 aloetic  with'myrrh,  ^42 

-r  of  Bacher,  544 

 compound  of  afjfetida,  538 

 compound  of  calomel,  540 

*  compound  of  rhubarb,  542 

*          of  copper,  537 

^          ofelaterium,  543 

 compound  of  galbanum,  538 

 of  gainboge,  539 

 of  jalap,     _     ^     _  537 

 of  mild  muriatedquickfilver, 

540 

 of  opium,  543 

 of  quickfilver,  539 

of  fcamniony  with  aloes,  537 


542 


.  543 
541 
^4.  377 

207 


 of  fquills, 

  of  ftorax, 

*Piment3e  aqua, 

D.  |2.-S4. 

Pimento, 

D.  gr.  V. — 3i. 
 -vel  pimentififps.  387,  388 

D.3i.-3fs. 
Pimpernel,  90 
Pimpinella  atiifuni,  0^ 
Fimpinellae  faxifragae  varieVf  S05 


INDEX. 


Phiita  farcoiollfj 
Piniis  ahicj, 

  piceot 

  fylvedrts, 

VioiV',',  male  ^tvA  female. 
Piper  caudatitm, 

•   cuheha, 

 Jamaiceiife, 

.  Jamaicenfis  ol.  eflen. 

 Indicum, 

D.-^gr.  v.— 3fs. 
 ■  longum, 

D.  gr,  v.— 3i. 


nigrum. 


-3i. 


231 
76 
76 
208 
196 

13s 
13+ 
ao7 

363 
207 

206 

206 

172, 179 
251 
191 
191 

594 
208 
208 


D.  gr.  V. 
PiJlaLhia  lenti/eus, 

 terebinthus, 

 "jeya, 

Piilachio, 
Pitch  ointment, 
Pix  Burgtindica, 

■  liquida. 

D.  9l.-3i. 
Plantago  caulifcra.  See  Psyllium. 
'  latifolia,  209 

i  motor  ^  *  209 

"  pfyllium.    See  Psyllium. 

Plantajie,  covimm  ~\ 

b'oaJ-kaved,  \  See  Plan- 

■  feptinei-vm,  ^tago  lati- 

 quinqu'tner-  \  FOLIA. 

J 

P/.ASTERS,  .  582 

PInmbura,  209 
Plumbum  ujlum.    See  Plumbum. 

PliiiTibum  ulluin,  471 

Poifon  tree,  255 

 wood,  255 

PoLnjcre  alho  Romano,  440 

Poly  gala  Senega,  237 

Polygonum  hydropiper,  1 99 

Polygonum  bijlorta,  1 10 

Polypodium  fil'tx  mas,  145 

  vulgar e,  210 

PomMum,  594 

Pomegranate,  153 
Pompholyx.  See  ZiNCUM, 

♦  Ponderous  earth,  106 

Poplar,  blaek,  2 1 1 

Poppies,  wliite,  fyrup  of,  346 

 -ivitcl,  fyrup  of,  347 

Poppy,  the  large  gantm,  197 


Poppy,  red, 

 '■  white, 

Populus  balfamifera, 

  nigra, 

Porrum, 
Portulaca, 

.   oleracea, 

Pot-afh, 

Potentilla  reptans, 
Poterius's  antihedic, 
Poudre  dcs  Chartrcux, 
■  de  Sentinelli, 


198 
197 

249 
an 
211 
211 
211 
128 
199 
5,6 
508 
440 


Powder  of  aloes  witii  canella,  528 

  of  aloes  with  iron,  528 

— ■         of  aloes  withguaiacum,  528 

  aromatic,  528 

  againft  the  bite  of  a  mad 

dog,  .  522 

  cephalic,  527 

 of  chalk,  522 

  compound  of  alum,  527 

  compound  of  amber,  527 

  compound  of  arum,  522 

  compound  of  afarabacca, 

527 

  compound  of  chalk  withr 

out  opium,  523 

  with  opium,  523 

  compound  of  cerufs,  523 

■  ■  compound  of  contrayerva, 

P4 

 , compound  of  crabs'  claws, 

523 

*   compound  of  jalap,  525 

*  compound  of  ipecacuanha, 

524 

  compound  of  myrrh,  525 

'   compound  of  fcammony, 

  compound  of  fcammony, 

with  aloes,  525 

  with  calomel,  526 

  compound  of  fena,  526 

 compound  teflaceous,  523 

■  compound  of  gum  traga- 

canth,  527 
  againft  the  king's  evil,,  530 

■  opiated, 

  of  tin,  47^. 

POWDKKS,  J21 

Precipitated  fulphiir,  460 
fulphurofantimony,507 


INDEX. 


Precipitation,  how  performed,  5 1 
Preparations,  the  more  fimplc, 

271 

-  OF  SOME  BODIES 

that  will  not  diflblve  in  water, 

272. 

  ■  of  verdegris,  271 

>  of  antimony,  271 

of  coral,  zyi 

■    of  chalk,  271 

 ^  ; —  ofcrabs'claws,27i 

of  calamiueftone, 
271 

of  oyfter  fliells, 
271 

of  amber,  271 
of  tutty,  271 
198 
943 
305 
211 
211 
ail 
sri 
21  r 
21 1 

341 


Primula  'verisy 
Proof  fpirit, 
Prophylaftic  vinegar, 
Pruna  Gallica, 

  fylveftlis, 

 fplnofa^ 

Prunella, 

— — —  •vulgaris, 
prunes,  common,  or  Fi  enchy 
Pruhi  fylveftris  conferva, 
D.  3ij.-|i. 
J'runus  cerafus, 
— — —  domejlica^ 
Piyllium, 
Ptarmica, 

Pterocarptn-  SaniolinuSf 
Puff  ball, 
Pulegii  aqua, 

 :  ol.  eff. 

D.  gtt.  I.— gtt 
fps. 

D.  31.— jiij 


37+i 


3S 


Pulegium, 


124 
21  r 
212 
212 

*29 

177 
377 

363 
388 
212 


D.  gr.  X.- 
•  cervinum. 


•32. 


213 

274. 
213 


Pulpariim  extraftio, 
Pulfatilla  nigricans, 
*— — —  nigricantis  extraftum,  391 
Pulvis  Algerothi,  511 
— — —  antilyfliis.  See  Lichen  ci- 

NEREUS  TERRESTRIS. 

arthriticnsamaruE,  529 
.^.^  —  canthujiams.    See      r  m  es 


Pulvis  carminativus, 

■  cephalicus, 

*  digeftivus, 

 diureticus, 

*   dyfentericus, 

*  fumalis. 


mercurii  ctnereus. 


559 

527 
529 

530 

529 

529 

^  .    ^   .  479 

 nitrolus,  530 

— — — roborans,  530 

— ^  Jletnutatorius,  527 

■"         ad  ftrumas,  530 

—  ftypticus  Hclvetli.  See  Alu- 

MINIS  PULVIS  COMPOSITUS, 

 ' — vermifugus,  531 

Punic  a  gra  natum,  153 

Purging  acid  eleftary,  561 

  bitter  infiifion,  289 

  deobftruent  pills,  538 

 eijiulfion,  566 

— — -glyfter,  580 

rurification  of  zinc,  475 

Purified  nitre,  440 

 ■  qiiickfilver,  477 

Purflane,  air 

Pyrethrum,  213 

D.  gr.  3.--gr.  x, 

Pyrus  cjdoniat  1 37 


Q. 


Qujiffia,   D.  gr.  v.^-t^{%.  214 

  amara,  214 

— :  fimarouha,  238 

Quercus  cortex,  214 
D.  gr.  X. — 3rs, 

 robur,  214 

 marine,  215 

Qnickgrafs,  153 

 lime,  115 

  filver,  94 

 with  chalk,  477 

* —           -  ointment,  591 

— ~   milder  ointment  of. 


ViKSKALIS. 


•   plafler, 

—  •  purified, 

  with  fulphur, 

Quince, 

*  feed,  mucilage  of, 

Quinces,  fyrup  of, 


59* 
587 
477 
478 

^37 

302 

34r 


i  N  6  E  X. 


R. 

llaphani  aq.  comp. 
■  ■  .     I'ps.  comp. 


388 
388 

215 


Raphanus  rufticanus, 

D.  3i.— 31. 

Rhapontic,  .\  218 
Raifins.    See  Vitis  vinifera. 

•            of  the  fun,  263 

Rafpberry  bufli,  222 
Rafpberries,  fyrup  of,  ^46 
Rattle-lnake  roof,  «37 
Rialgar  and  rifgal  of  the  Arabi- 
ans, 97 
Reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  242 
Red  afinugent  gimij  167 

■  currant  bulh,  fli8 

•  lead,  471 

■  lead  troches,  533 
.  pprt,         _  259 

■  nitrated  quickfilver,  48a 
■  rofe,  220 

—  rofe,  conferve  of,     339,  340 

 fuiphurated  quickfiiver,  480 

Regia  tindturdHeu  eflenjia,  336 

Regulus  of  antimony,  506 

Refin,  yellow  ointment  ofj  591 

Rhabarbarum,  ai6 

D.  gr.  X.— 32. 

Rhabarbari  tinft.  328 
D.  |fs.-Iij. 

 —  tinft.  compofita,  3^8 

D. 

  vinum,  310 

D. 

*Rh;si  tinft.  amara,  328 

Rhamno  e  cathmtko Jyniput^  348 

"Rhamnu:  cathariicus^  241 

Rhaponticum^  218 

'■Rhaei  cum  aloe  tindlura,  3  3  j 

■  infufum,  291 

*  pilulzE  comp.  542 

* — — tinfturadukis,  329 

—  — vinum,  310 
Rheijifti,  259 
Rheum  palmatum,  2 1 6 

 rhaponticum^  2 1 8 

Rheumatic  bolus,  550 

Rhodii  Hgni  ol,  eiTerttiale,  363 

Rhodium,  efTential  oil  of,  363 
K  bododendron  chryfanthcinu  m,  2 1  Si 


# . 


Rhubarb,  2i<5 

  tinft.  of,  328 

..  with  aloes,  tinft.  of,  33$ 
bitter  tinflure  of,  328 
--  compound  tindure  of, 

32a 

—  iiifufion  of, 

—  fweet  tinftureof, 
wine  of, 


toxicodendron^ 
Ribes  nigrum, 
Ribcs  rul>nirtt, 
Ribefia, 

*Ribis  nigri  lyr. 

3j.— 53. 

Rice, 

Ricini  oleum,  fee  Mat. 

D.  3ij.— Ji. 

Ricinus, 

  conimunh^ 


Med. 


291 
329 
310 

2t9k 

218 

218 

346 

196 


Ripening  cataplafmj 
Rocket, 
Rock-oil, 
  lalt, 

Roman  vitriol  of  the 
other  foreign  writers 

TRIOLUM  VIltlDE. 

Roman  vitriol.    See  VitrioluM- 

CCERULETJM  and  VIRIDli. 

wormwood. 


219 
319 
6or 

143 
204. 
220 

Italian  and 
See  Vi- 


Rorifmarini  ol.  effentiale, 
D-  gtt.,  3-— g«.  V. 

"  ■—  fpiritus; 

^-  3J-— 3'U- 

Rofa  Damafcena, 

D.  3i.— 31. 
■    ■  cenlifolia^ 
" '    ■  rubra, 

D.  3i.— 31. 
— —  Gallic  a, 

fylvfeflris  inodora, 


77 
363 

385 
220 

22P 
2ZO 

230 
137 
304. 


Rofaceum  acetum, 
*Rofarum  pallidarum  fyrupus,  347 

D.  31.-33. 
— —  fyrupus  folutivuSf 


tinHura^ 
Rof£G  Damafccnoe  aqua, 
D.  |2._34. 

 infufum, 

D.  |2.-lbfs. 


Rofje  mel, 


D. 


3      3  'J- 


347 
29 1 

374,  377 
3Sr 


INDEX. 


Rofae  r librae  conferva,        339,  340 

D.  3ij.— |j. 
 fyrupus,  347 

Koiemarj, 

Rolemary,  e(rential   oil  of, 


fpirit  of, 


Rofe  ointment, 

 fynip, 

 wood, 

Rofes,  honey  of, 

 ,  infiifion  of, 

•  ,  dried  fymp  of, 

Rofis  de  ficcis  fyrupus, 
Rofes,  vinegar  of, 
Rosmarinum, 

 officinale, 

D.  gr.  X.— 3  ij. 
Royal  tinfture  or  efi'ence, 
Riibi  Idcei  fyrupus, 

Rubia,    D. '3fs. — 3j. 
Rubia  tinHouim^ 
Riibus  Idaeiis, 
— — —  vulgaris, 

  fruticofiis. 

Rue,  broad-leaved, 

 ,  conferve  of, 

 ,  eifent.  oil  of, 


water. 


Kumcx  acutus, 
 aquaticus. 

Rupture  wort, 
Rufcus, 

 aculeatuSy 

Ruffian  pot-afli, 
Ruft  of  fteel  prepared, 
Ruta,       D.  gr.  XV, — 3!]. 
— —  graveolens^ 
Rutse  aqua, 
.  »  conferva, 

.  extraftum, 

D.  gr.x.— 3j. 
Rutac  ol.  effent. 

S. 

Sabina, 

D.  gr.  x.— 3  fs. 

Sabinae  aqua, 

D.  gr.  X.— 3  fs. 


339» 
374» 


374, 
339> 


220 
359i 

382 

59+ 
347 
173 

351 

291 

348 
348 

304 
220 
220 

336 
346 

•221 

32  [ 
222 
222 
'222 
222 
340 
364 

378 
170 
170 
158 
222 
222 
128 
463-, 
222 
222 
378 
340 
391 


360  — 


Sabinae  ol.  eflent.  364 

*  tinflura  conipofita,  355 

D.  3fs._3j. 
Saccharum  non  purificatum,  223 

 purificatum,  223 

■  bis  co£tum,  223 

 candum,  223 

 Saturn:^  472 

Sacclinri  Jyrupus,  342 

Sack,    .  259 

Sacred  Unsure,  307 

SatFron,  134 

 ,  extracEl:  of,  396 

 ,  fyrup  of,  3 .  5 

 ,  tinfture  of,  322 

Sagapenum,  224 

D.  gr.  x.— 3fs, 

Sage, 

of  vir/uCy 


223 

374»  378 

392. 


227 
22  7 

224 
160 


Sago, 

Saint  John's  wort, 
Sal  alcalintts  fixus  vegetal/ilis  purifi- 
catus,  4 1  r 

Sal  alcalinus  folTilis  purificatus,  41a 
Sal  ammoniac,  225 

 puriiisd,  441 

Sal  ammoniacns,  225 
D.  3fs.-3j. 

 purificatus,  441 

Sal  antiliyjlericum,  antihypochondria- 
cum,  fcbrifugum,  &c.  See  Ammo- 
nite aq.ua, 
Sal  cathainiciis  an-.arus, 
D.3ij.-|j. 

—  catharticui  Glaubcr'i, 

.D.  3U-— |j- 

— -  cJialyhis, 

—  commune, 

—  digeftivum  Sylvii.  See  Ammo 

NtiE  AQUA. 

 diureticus, 

—  elTentiale  acetofae, 

—  gemmae, 

—  marinus, 
Marlis, 

 Kuriaticus, 

 poljchefiusy 

 fianni, 

 .  See  Stanni  >ulvis. 

Sal  fedativus,  454 

—  vQlatilis  falis  ammon.  4 1 4 


22s 


444 

468 
226 


446 

451 
226 

227 

468 

226 

443 

"74 


INDEX. 


Sal£p,                             227,  333 

Saliae  aromatic  fpirit,  43+ 
Salitron.    See  Soda  purificata. 

Salix,  227 

 — /'V7g-///V, 

Salvia  officinalis,  227 

_  D.  gr.xv.~3Ij. 
 falvatrix, 

 naturse   conciliatrix.  See 

Salvia. 

 -fclarea,  i59 

Sambuci  cortex,          ^  azS 

D.  gr.v.— 3j. 

Sambucus,  228 

 nigra,  228 

 eiuUy  1 4 1 

Saltpetre,  188 
Salts,  and  saline  preparations, 

407 

 ,  fixed  alkaline,  407 

Salts,  VOLATILE,  alkaline, 412 

Sandaracha  of  the  Greeks,  97 

Sanguis  draconis,  239 

D.  gr.  X  — 3  ii. 

Santalum  citrinum,  229 

Santalum  rubnrm,         *  229 

D.  3fs.— 3j. 
Siintolina  chamacyparijjus^ 

Santonicum,  230 

Sapa,  why  fo  called,  279 

Saponaceous  lohoch.  563 

Sapo  purificatus,  421 

Saponaceous  lotion,         ,  422 

 plafter,  5  88 

Saponaria,  231 

Snponaria  officinalis .y  231 

Sapones,  230 

D.  3fs.-3fs. 
Saponis  linimetitum  compofitunn, 

422 

Sarcocolla,  231 

D.  gr.  XV.— 3  fs, 

Sarfaparilla,  231 

D.  9j— 3j. 

*Sarfnparillae  decoftum,  299 

D.  siv.— I5fs.' 

•  comporuum,  259 


SalTafras  root,  efTent.  oil  of,  '359, 

364 

D._  gtt.  ij.— gtt.  X. 
Saturnine  tinfture,  329 
Satureia,  233 

  hortcnjis,  233 

Satyrium  mas,  233 
Sauce  alone,  -82 
Savin,  223 
Savin,  compound  tinftiu'£  of,  335 

 ,  eflential  oil  ofj  364 

 water,  374,  378 

Saunders,  yellozc^  229 

 ,  reil,  229 

Sa.voury, /ummgr,  233 
•Saur  kraut,  1 12 

*Scammonii  cum  aloe,  pulv.  com. 
pofitus,  D.  gr.  X. — 3  j.  525 

•■  ■  cum  calomelane,  526 

D.  gr.  X.— 3j. 

elciflarium,  553 


D-  3j— 3i- 

refina, 


SafTafras, 


D.  |iv.-ft)fs. 


232 


Scammonio   e  pilula:  cum  aloe, 

-  537 

 e  pulvis  compofitus, 

D.  gr.x.— 3j.  525 

Scaminonium,  233 

D.  gr.v.— 3 j. 

Scammony,  refin  of,  396 

Scamlicis  chare foUi  fol.  125 
♦Schwediaur's  table  of  various 

preparations  of  qiiickfilver,  493 

Scilla  rectns,  234 
D.  gr.  v.— gr.  XV. 

 maritima,  234 

Scilla  e  trochifci,  534 

Scillae  acetum,  304. 
D.  3  fs.— 3jfs. 

*  conferva,  339 

D.  3j.-3j. 

 exficcarse,  273 

gr-j  — gr.  iij. 

*  mel,  352 

— ■ —  oxymcl,         -  35a 

D.  3  fs. — 3  j. 
 pihilfE,  S42>  543 

D.  3  fs.— 3  i. 

*          tinftiira,  329 

D.  3  rs.~3ij. 


I 


1  N  D   E  3^. 


* — —  vinum, 
Scilliticus  fyrupus, 
Scorbutic  ale, 

 whey, 

  wine. 


311 
348 

315 
303 
312 


Wine  of  Muntingius,  313 


335 

59 
60 
'235 

235 

235 


Sclarecgy 
Scordiiim, 

Scoria,  what, 
Scorification,  what, 
Scorzonera, 

-  Hifpanica^ 
Scrophiilaria  vulgaris, 
Scurvy  grafs,   compound  juice  of., 

278 

Scurvy  grafs,  garden,  130 

-   ,  fea,        ^  ^  130 

»  — >  golden  fpirit  of,  384 

purging  fpirit  of,  384 

"    '     '  383 

143 

215 

234 
227 
128 

77 
339. 
340 

215 
236 

454 
236 

2lt 
23^ 


fpirit  of, 

Sea  holly, 
■ —  oak, 

 onion, 

  fait, 

- —  fide  beech, 
— -  wormwood, 
 wormwood^  conferve  of, 

— -  wiack, 
Sebeftena, 
Sedative  fait, 
S>;duiTi  acre, 
Self-heal, 
Seneka, 

Seneka;  decoftiuii. 
Senna,        D.  3j 


399 

1.  236 
*Senna,  compound   tinftufe  of, 

329 

 ,  eleftary,  553 


Senna  tinftura,  32A 

.D.jij.-Jj. 
*Senn£B  tindtura  compofita,  329 
Septfoil, 

Sericum,  237 

Serpilkim,  238 

Serpcntari*  tin6^ura,  330 

oerpentaria  Virguiiana,  338 

D.  gr.  X. — 3  fs. 
Serum  fcorbuticum,  303 
 folutivum,  303 

Selde wort '  }  ^"  HelUbsrus  niger, 
Sevi  ovilli  praeparatio,  272 
Seville  orange  peel,  conferve  of, 

339040 

Sevum  ceti  cryftallifatu?n. 
Shepherd's  purfe, 
SiaJagoguc  troches, 
Silelian  cai"th, 
Silk, 

*Si Ik-worms'  bags, 
Silver, 

Silver,  preparations  of, 
*Simarouba, 

D.  gr,  x.— 3  fs. 
*Simple  cerate, 

*  liniment, 

 ointment, 

*'  —  folution   of  quickfilver, 

481 

-  fyrup,  342 


240 
113 

535 
1 10 

23f 

-J  I 
94 
462 
238 

597 
598 
S95 


Simples, GENERAL  rules  FOR  THE 

COLLECTION  AND  PRESERVA- 
TION OF  :  from  the  vegetable, 
animal,  and  mineral  kingdoms, 
266,  267,  268,  269 


,  limnniated  infufion  of,  290  Sinapi, 


Sinapeos  ol. 

D.Jfs. 
ferum, 


.  J  fiinple  infufioi!  of,  290 

 ,  tartarifed  infirtion  of,  290 

*Senna;  extraiftum,  393 

D-  gi--x.— 3<S' 

Sennx  infuium  (implex,  290 

 infofiim  tartfirifatum,  290 

D.  I  u— S  iv. 

Senna  e  pnivis  compofitus,  520 

1^.  9j'-3j- 


fs. 


Sinapifma, 
Sifonis  at:*meos, 
Slfymlriiim  aquaticum. 
Slum  nodiflorum  fucc. 

D.|iv.-jx. 

Slater?, 

S!oe,  conferve  of, 
Sloes, 


339 


3"> 
239 

239 
60a 

87 
186 

339 

183 
341- 
2Sl 


4 


INDEX. 


S/niLix  china,, 

 pjht  Jo-china, 

 Jarfiioarilla, 

Snake-root,  tinfture  of, 
Snake-root,  Virginian, 
Snakeweed, 
Sneezewort, 
Soap  cerate, 

 ,  compound  liniment  of, 

 ,  white, 

■  ,  foft,  common, 

— — ,  black  ditto, 

  plafter, 

■  ,  purified, 

Soaps, 
Soap-wort, 

*  muriataf 


-  phofphorata, 
vttriolata^ 
•  purificata. 


126 
126 

330 
238 
1 10 
212 

S99 
422 

230 
230 
230 
588 
421 
230 
231 
106 
226 

444 
444 
412 


Soft  uncluoiis  fiibflances, 
Solanum  dulcamara^ 
Solanum  lethaJe,  ^ 
Solid  ago  'virga  am'ea^ 
Solutive  lohcch, 
Solvend,  what, 
Solvent,  what, 
Solution, 

Solution  of  muriated  qiiickfilver, 

486 

Soot,  tinfture  of, 
Sorrel,  common, 

-,  efTcntial  fait  of, 


14Q 
239 
261 
564 
42 
42 
42 


*Sour  crout. 
Southern-wood^ 
Spnidi  flies, 
Spartium  Jcopar'ium^ 
Spear-mint, 


32a 
78 
451 
112 
76 
118 
150 
181 


-,  conferve  of,  339,  340 
eflential  oil  of,  359, 

fpint  of,  387 

377 
528 


- — ;  water,  374, 

opecies  ai  omatica,' 

Specificum  adllringensMaetzii,  516 

Sperma  ceti,  240 

■  cerate,  597 

—  lohoch,  ^63 

■—  ■  ointment,  597 


Spigelia,  241 

Spigeha  Marilandicay  241 

D.  gr.  X.— 3ij. 

Spignel,  1 8a 

Spikenard,  186 

Spinae  cervinas,  2\i 

D-  3i-— 3U- 
  fyrupiis,  348 

D.  3j.— 3ij. 

Spirits,  diftilled,  378 

Spirit  of  fait  dulcified,  434 

  nitre  dulcified,  433 

Spirituous  tinctures,  316, 

 waters  distilled. 

General   directions  for  obtaiyiing 

them,  from  the  EdinburghPhar- 

MACOPCEIA,  385 

Spiritus  anifi  comp.  3^5 


jetlieris  nitrofi. 


p.  3i^s._'3ij; 

•  antiftericus, 
Myndereri, 


^33 


386. 
448. 

—  niiri  dulcis,  43  3 

—  uitri  Glauber i,  4-? 
— falinus  aromaticus,  424 
— falis  ammoniaci  dulcis,  423 

—  falls  dulcis,  433 

—  falis  mari?!!  Glauheri^     42  3 

—  vini  tartarifati.    See  Al- 


cohol. 

Spiritus  vinofus  camphoratus,  335' 
 reftificatus,  24z 

 tenuior,  24J 


.  ^'  3j— |fs. 

Spiritus  vitrioli  dulcis,  43 1 

tenuis,,  426 

 njolatilis  aromaticus,  424 

 volatilis   aromaticus  -ex- 

temporaneus,  424 

— — — —  volat'tlis  fa^tidus,  424 

■■"           volatilis  olcofusy  424 

 volatilis falis  ammon.  41^ 

 volatilis  fuccinatus,  425 

D-  31"^.— 3fs. 
Sponge,  the  burning  of,,  2  73 
Spongia,  243 
Spongia  officinalis,  24  g 
 ufta,  273 

D.  sfs—si. 

Spunky  $1 
Tt, 


INDEX. 


Spurge  olive, 

f  Spurge  olive,  decoftion  of, 
Squill, 

  bolus, 

*Squills,  conferve  of, 

 ,  the  drying^  of, 

*•  ,  honey  of, 

 ,  oxymel  of, 

— -  — ,  f}''riip  of, 

*  tliiAiire  ofj 

 ,  vinegar  of, 

*  ,  wine  of, 

Stag's-  horn, 
Sto-'chas, 

•  ,  Arabian, 

 ,  French, 

Stannum, 

Stnnninn  /  iilveratian, 

3j-— 3^'- 

St-^pUis  agria, 

D.  gr.  iij— gr.  X. 
Starch.    See  Triticum. 
--— —  lohoch,  J 

 ,  mncilage  of, 

-—  glyfter, 

Stavesacre, 
Steel, 


 wine, 

Stinging  nettle, 
Stinking  bear's  foot, 

 orach  or  arach, 

Stomach  troches, 
Stomachic  cataplafm, 
_  elixir, 

julfp.  No.  2, 


*Stomachic  wine, 
Storax  in  the  cane, 

 ^  in  the  lump, 

 ,  red^ 


-,  common, 


 ,  the  purifying  of. 

Stramonium, 
Strafhurg  t\irpentine. 
Straw  befry  buQ}, 
Strengthening  fomentation, 

t  ■  plaf!:cr, 

•  pills, 

 —  po'vder, 

Stronger  common  cauflic, 
*Strongett  common  caiiftic, 


i8z 

298 

234 

55° 

339 
273 

352 

35a 

348 

329 

304 

311 

133 
245 
245 
245 
244 
474 

24^ 


563 
303 

579 
245 

144 

308 

263 

156 

lOI 

535 
603 

.3' 7 
571 
3" 
216 

216 
216 
2 16 
S47 
274 

252 

H7 
301 

587 

544 

530 
410 

409 


Styptic  folution.    See  Vitriolum 

CCERULEUM. 

Styrace  c  piiulae, 
Styracis  purificatio, 
Styrax  ie?ix,oe, 

 calaniita, 

D.  3fi._3rs. 


541 
274 
107 
246 


—  officinalis, 
liquida, 


246 
247 

Sublimates,  how  diftinguifhed  in 
chemical  operations  from  flow- 

.  55 

Sublimation,  how  performed,  55 

Substances,  animal  and  vege- 
table, 70 

  extracted  from 

vegetables   by  expression, 
&c.  277 
Sued  fcorbutici,  278 

D.  |Ii.-^i. 
Snccino  "h  pulvis  compofitus,  527 
Succinated  volatile  fpirit,  425 
Succini  oleum,  T  See  ano- 
 reftiS-  Vmalqus 


catum. 


8  ALTS; 


D.  gtt.  X.  gtt.  XXX. 

Succini  f?.l  et  oleum,  455 
D.  gtt.  V. — gtt.  XV. 

 fal  et  oleuni  purificatum, 

et  reftilicatum,  455 

 tinftura,  330 

Succinum  praparatum,  247 

— 3'- 

Succory,  w/W^  12.7 
*Succus  aconiti  fpiflatus,  279 

D.  gr.  i.— gr.  iv. 
Succus  baccse   fambuci  fpiflatus, 
D.Jfs.— Jii.  279 

  cicutae  fpiflatus,  2S0 

D.  gr.  ii. — 3i. 

  cochlcarisc  compofitus, 

278 

D.  |ii.— 5vi. 
Sudorific  bolus, 

tinfture. 


550 

331 
223 
225 

22^ 


Sugar,  foft, 

 ,  double-refined, 

  candy, 

 —of  had.  SeeFLUMBUM. 

 of  milk,  452 

Sugared  mercurv,  47^ 


INDEX. 


Sugar,>«/>  of,  34J 
Sulphur, 

 auratum  antlmomt,  507 

 .-,  flowers  of,  45^ 

 ,  flowers  of,  waflied,  458 

 ,  ointment  of,  595 

 prjecipitatum,  4^0 

 ,  PREPARATIONS  OF,  45O 

 ,  fublimed,  248 

vivum.    See  Sulphur. 


 ,  volatile  tinfture  of,  461 

 wort,  205 

Sulphurated  iron,  4^6 

 kali,  460 

_  oil,  459 

Sulphuris  flpres,  248,  458 
D.  31.-31. 

 flores  loti,  458 

 trochifci,  534 

Suppurating  cataplafm,  602 

 plafter,  ^  5^9 

Swaliow-wort,  -  259 

Sweet  honey-water,  383 

 fcented  flag,  1x4 

 fmelliiig  troches,  535 

Syrian  heib  mafticb,  178 
SyROPs,  and  genbral  rules  for 


PEEPAaiNG  THEM, 

Syrupus  fim;)lex, 
*Syrup  of  quicKfllver, 

 pedtoralis, 

'  balj  amicus, 

Symphytum  officinale^ 
Sweets,  their  power. 


341 
342 
568 

347 

344 
133 

72 


Tabella  cardialgica,  533 

Tac?.n)ahaca,  2^9 

Tamarind,  249 
*Tan.arindorum  infufum  cum  feii- 

na,  291 

Tamarindiis,  249 
D.  .ffs— Jii. 

 Iridic  a,  249 

Tame  poifon,  259 

Tanacetuo»,  250 

^-  3f"s-— 3'- 


Tanaceium  'vulgar e,  2^0 

 —~  baljamita,  103 

Tanfyi  25° 

Tar,  208 

 water.    See  Pi x  liquida. 

 pills,  544 

*Taraxaciextra6lum,  394 

Taraxacum  hontcdony  138 

Tartar,                 .  259 

 ,  fait  of,  407 

 — ,  foap  of,  421 

Tartareus  fapo,  421 

Tartari  cryllalii,  448 
D.  3ij.— li. 

 lixivium^  408 

 J'al,     _  407 

Tartanied  antimony,  5 1 2 

 — -  iron,  467 

 kali,  449 

*  natron,  '  450 

 fpirit  of  wine.  See  Al- 


cohol. 
Tartarum, 


•  emeticum, 

■  rege?i£7-aium., 
Jolubile, 

■  vitiiolatum, 


250 
512 
446 

449 
44? 


Tcrebinthina  communis,  i 
D.  3i.— 3i. 

 :          Argentoratenfis,  253 

 Chia,  251 

D.3i.— 3i. 

 Veneta,  s^?. 

*TerebinthLnate  electary,  562 

Terebinthinje,  251 
D.  3i.— 31.  ■ 

oieum,  364 


D.  gtt.  X. — gtt.  XXX. 
 ' — —  ol.  reflihcat.  365 


D.  gtt.  X. — gtt.  -XXX. 

Termijtiilia  bensioiH,  '  lOJ 

'j^hra  Lcntnia,  lio 

  SiU/iaca,  110 

Tellaceub  puiyis  compofitus,  523 

D.  3fs.— 3i. 

Ttucrii  chamtedrySy  125 

 chameepiiy^^  \  26 

Tcucrium  Jcoiiliiim^  235 

 '■ —  mariirii,  i  78 

*  Terra  jiondcroja,  1 06 

■  ■    ■ —  Japonica,  i6a 


T  t  2 


INDEX. 


Terrjc  figilldtae,  why  fo  called, 

1 1 1 
250 
253. 

113 

555 
120 

254 
254 
113 

See  Gentian  A. 

245 
192 


Thapfi  barbati  folia, 
Tliea, 

■  ,  bohea, 

*■  ,  viriclis, 

Theobroma  cacno, 
Theriaca  Andromachi, 
ThilUe,  blelTed, 
Tlilapfi,  " 
—  •  ■     —  arvetije^ 

■  Surfa, 

Thora  Valdenfs, 
Thorn  apple, 
Thus, 

^ — ^  mafcuVinuniy  1 

femlnimim^    >  See  OilBANUM. 

 corticn/um.  _)    -  ' 

»  vulgare, 


D.  gr.  X.— jfs. 

,  common,  " 


Thvme 

Thymus  J'c'rpillum^ 
Thymus, 

— : —  vtilji-ari'Sf 
Tilia;  floics, 

— --.KnropciTy 
Tin, 

- — ■-  elc<^ary, 
— ^  PaEPARATioNs  or^ 

linfiurn  amnrn^ 
T'tnflura  aromntlca, 

antiplithijicn, 


254. 

254 

238 
254 

254 
254 
254 
244 
560 

474 
1 1 1 

317 

317 

329 
318 
320 


^'TTnt^uye  nf  ial/atii  of  Peru, 

 of  caftor, 

-   ,  compound,  of caftoi",  320 

— —  of  cantharis,  318 

 of  ammoniatcd  Peruvian 

bark,  320 
Tincl'Ufa  balfamica,  318 

I>.  3fs.— sij. 
*Tiu<S\ure  of  calcarilla,  319 

— —  cinnamon,  320 

 columba,  321 

 —  Pel  uvian  bfirk,  3"^ 

 ,  compound,  ol  Peruvian 


Tinftureofiron, 

 lac, 

muriated  iron, 
mufif, 

orange  peel, 


bark, 


of  gal  ban  um, 
black  hellebore, 
jaiap, 

Japan  enrth^ 
ipecacuanha, 


■32 1 
323 

3  =  5 
323 
324 
309 


*  

*-  

Tinilura  facra, 

•  faturnina, 

 •  Jlomachicay 

-  fudorilica, 

  fulphuris  volatilis, 

■   ihebaica^ 

•   of  balfana  of  Tolu, 

Tobacco,, 

*  ointment, 

 ■  wine, 

Tolu,  fyrup  of, 
"^olutani  balfami  tinft. 

^-  3^s.— 3ij. 
Tolutanum  balfamuni, 
D.  91.— 3i. 
Tolutanus  fyrupus, 

^-  3'— 3>j' 

Tohtifti  a  bnlfamioH, 
I'ormentilla, 

^-  g'--  x  — 3ij. 


234 

3H 
324 

326 

318 

307 

^      -  3^9 

331 
461 


3" 

331 
187 

593 
31Z 

344 
331 

344 

ICS 
25s 

8r 


Touchwood, 
*Toxicodendron,  355 
Tragacantha  gummi,  ic; 
D.  Sfs.— 31. 

* — ■  gummi  mucilago,  30a 

—  -■  ■■    pulviscompofitus,  527 

D.3I.— 3i.  . 


TragofelintiDi, 
Treacle.    See  Sacch  arum 

 —  muftard, 

•  vinegar, 

*Trailing  arbutus, 
Trichomanes, 
Irifoiium  melilot.  officimh^ 
 paluciofum, 

Sfs— 3'- 
Trigonella  fasttum-gracum, 
Ti'iticum, 

 hybernum, 

—  repe?is, 


Trituration,  its  ufe. 
Troches, or  lozungfs, 
'  ■  '  -    of  catechu, 

 of  chalk, 

 .  of  liquorice, 


205 

.  254 
306 
263 
256 
180 
256 

H7 

256 

256 

153 

58 

53a 

534 

533 
532 


INDEX, 


♦Troches  of  magnefia, 

,  —  of  nitre, 

•  of  ftarch, 

of  fulphur, 


S33 

534 

533 

  ,        ,  534 

*Trochifciglycyrrlii7.JE  c.opio,  534 

 fialagooi,  ^  535 

 -  llomachici,  535 

 fiiaveolentes,  535 

 anthelmintici,  535 

 Arabic'],  533 

 bechici  albi,  533 

 —  nz^ri,  5  3  - 

 flavi.    See  Tro- 

CHISCI  GLYCYRRHlZiE. 

 rubri:  SeeXRO- 


CHISCI  GlycyrrhizjE. 

Turbith,  ^57 

Turmeric,  ?  3° 

Turpentines,  251 

Turpentine  bolus,  55° 

 glvfter, 

 ,  oil  of, 

 ■ — ,  oil  of,  reaified,  365 

Turpethum,  257 

Turpethum  miner  ale,  49^ 

Tuffilago,  257 

D.  3fs.— 31. 

TuJfilagofarfaTa,,  2.57 

Tutia,  257 

Tutty,  ointment  of,  ■  S90 


ed  in  ,  them — feparable  by  art 
\vithout  alteration  of  their  native 
qualities,  ^  9 

Vegetables,  grofs  oils  of,  9 

  ,  grofs  febaceous 

matter,  10 

 eflential  oils,  10 

.   ,  concrete  eflential 

oils,  II 

 .  ,  camphor  of, 

*  _  — ,  aroma, 

__  — — ^,  refin, 

 ,  gum, 

,  1 — .  ,  gum  refin, 

 — faline  matter, 

'  *_ — .  ~,  farina,  or  flour,  1 5 

•,  colouring  matter,  16 


1 1 


u.  V.  ; 

*Valer:an,  ammoniatedtin£lure  of, 

33a 

 — ,  compound  water  of,  386 

— —  ^v'Aatde  tinclurc  of^  332 

Valeriani  e  mixtura,  574 

Valeriana  fvlveftris,  258 

'D.  3i.  -3-.j. 

 ajfichialis,  2  5^ 

Valerianae  aq.  comp.  386 

 —  tina.  33» 

D.  3'— 3''j-  . 
*  —  linitura  r.nunoniata,  332 

D.  3fs.— 3.'j  . 
Valeriana  tin^>a  I'Jntilis,  332 
Vegetables,  productions  of  by 
fermentation,  4 
-,  by  fire,  6 


 .  ,  general  obiervations 

from  thefe  principles,  16 

VeGETaELESjRECENT,  AND  THEIR 

INFUSIONS,  &c.    Confervatioji  of 

by  Jugar  atid  hojiey.,  3  3  S 

Vegetable  fiibftances,  70 

Vegeto-mineral  'u)ater.  See  Plum- 
bum. 

Veneris  tindura  volatilis,  470 

Venice  treacle,  555 

  turpentine,  252 

Veratri  tinftura,  332 

VeratTum  album,  1 5^ 

Vtrhafcum  thapfus^  250 

Verdegris,  80 
honey  of, 


—  ointment. 


353- 
590 


1  -  J  —  7^ 
fiibftantes  contain; 


Verjuice.  See  Vitis  vinxfera. 

Veronica  becabunga^  iCJ 

Veronica  mas,  258 

 officinalis  y  258 

Vervain  mallow,  81 

VefTels,  chemical,  _  37 

Vitiaigre  eles  quatre  voleurs.  See 

ACETUM  PROPHYL  ACTICUM. 

Vincetoxicum,  259- 

Vine  tree,  261 

Vinegar,  *  78 

 — ,  diftilled,  429 

Vinegar   tf  the  four  thieves.  See 

AcETUM  PROPHYLACTICUM. 

*  ,  fyrupof,  343 

Vinegars,  304 
•Vini  ol(  um, 

Ij'  Jiff-  i.— att.iv. 


INDEX. 


V^mtm  aUum, 

•  CmmTinum^ 

 Hifpctiiuum^ 

■  Rhcnanum^ 

 rubrv.m^ 

■  Viimm, 
*Vinum  aloes, 

D.Jfs.-si. 

•  alocticum, 
—   am  arum, 

  antimonjale, 

D.  gtt.  XX.— 3lj, 

*  ■'      —  antiiiionii  tartarifati^ 

D.  gt.  XX.-  -3ij. 
 antifcorbuticum. 


* 


2^9 
2,-9 

2,59 

259 
259 
307 

307 

307 
307 

308 

312 

31^  . 
310 

^10 


•  aromaticum, 

—  cephalicum, 

—  cephalicum  piirgans, 

—  febrifugum,  313 
-•fcOrbuticiim,  312 
■  fcorbuticum  Munl;ingii, 

313 

ad  flomachicos,  3 1 1 

3j.— 3J.  260 

edorata,  260 


Flda  Mania  major  hitfota  inodora 

See  Viola. 
¥iolae  fynipus,  349 

tricoloris  tolia, 


"Violet,  the Jingle  March, 
Viper  broth, 

 grafs, 

wine. 


Vipcra, 

"Viperinum  jus, 

^-  vinum, 


260 
260 

301 

235 
309 


Virga  aurea, 
Virgin's  bower,  "w/i^j^/// 
K'lfmuthum  nativiiin^ 
Vifctis  albm, 

•  quernus, 

F'itis  Coniilhiaca. 
MI  N  ORES. 
vinifcMj 


260 
301 
309 
261 
146 
109 
261 
261 

See  UvjE  PAbSiE 


Vitrification,  what, 
Vitrified  antimony, 
Vitriol, 

 ■ — ,  acid  elixir  of, 

 ,  bhic, 

 of  copper, 

 of  iron. 


261 
60 
508 
261 

334 
262 
262 
262 


Vitriol  of  iron  calcined, 

— ^  ,  fweet  elixir  of, 

 ,  "whitfy 

of  zinc. 


Vitriolatfd  iron, 

iron  calcined. 


467 

334 

26j 

261 
468 

______       .  ,  407 

"~—       -  kali,  442 

"  ■■  r  lixiva,  44^ 

7~-   natron  or  foda,  444 

*— r  ponderous  earth,  106 

-■  :  quickfilver,  491 

 "  ■  ■■—  quickfilver  bolus,  549 

 ^-  ■  fulphureous  lixiva,  443 

r~ — — ^i"^'  476 

-7——        zinc  purified,  441,  476 

Vitriol!  elij^ir  acidum,  334 

■ — ;        elixir dulce,  534 

■  fpirltus  et  oleum,  425 

Vitriolic  acid,  42  ^ 

•  acid  diluted,  426 

*r~~:  asther,  432 

Vitriolum,  261 
Vitriolum  aliun:,  261,  476 
 album  pufificatum,  44 1 

g'"-  U-  -  3  fs- 

coeruleum. 


 calchtaiiim, 

—  viride, 


Vitrum  antimonii, 
Volatile  epithem, 
•  oily  fpirit. 


262 

•442 
262 
5p8,  509 
423 

VOL ATILE  PARTS  OF  ANIMAL  AND 
VEGETABLE  SUBSTANCES,  THE 
SEPARATION  AND  COLLECTION 
OF,  353 

 tincture  of  copper,  470 

*LJ]mi  decoftiim,  300 

*Ulmus,  263 
D.  3j. 

*l7/w7/j  campf/iris,  263 
Unguentuin  adipis  fuillas,  594 

 •  ttlb.itn,  ^go 

*  anodynum,  590 

 •  nntlpforictim,  595 

 ha/iiicum  Jlavutn,  (jgr 

 bafilicum  viride,  591 

■i  jeruginis,  590 

 calcis  hydrargyri  aibi, 

593 

*  cantharidis,  596 

■■   '  cera;,  590 


INDEX. 


Un^uentum  coeruleum, 

caruleum  fortius. 


S9I 
593 

594 
59' 
599 


* 


tius 


mitiiis. 


,—  ceriiflK  acetatJE, 
 citriiium, 

—  digeftivum, 
 CTUiiimi  elemi  compofi- 

592 

—  hnemorrhoidale,  591 

—  hellebori  albi,  593 

—  -  hydrargyi-i,  Sgi 

 hydrargy  ri  fortius,  592 

 h'ydrargyri  mitius,  592 

 h'ytlrargyri.nitrati  for- 

.591 

 infufi  canthanuum 

t-  merctirio  pracipilnto, 

nicotiana?, 
ophthal.incum, 
paralyticom, 
picis, 


*Water  of  acetated  litharg 

  ae:rimonv, 

*  of  ammoniated 


fortius, 


pulveris 


593 
593 
599 
594 


■  refince  flavae, 

-  rofaceum, 

-  fambuci, 

•  Salurninuin, 

-  Jimplex, 

-  fpermatis  ceti, 


cantharidum 
596 


591 
594 
594 
594 
594 
597 


■  fulphuris,<*«-^'^'«^595 


vermifugura, 

«— —  a  J  vejicaloria.^ 

 ziuci, 

Urtica, 

.  D.  9j.-3j- 

 dioica, 

Urtication.    See  Urtica, 
Uftion,  what, 
Uv:e  pafiae  majores, 
minores, 


*Uva  urfi, 


W. 


473 
H5 
copper j 

470 

Water  of  ammoniated  verdegris, 

470 

 crefTes,  186 

 ,  diftilled  fpirituous,  and  fpi- 


.96 
596 
596 
263 

263 

60 
263 
263 
263 


rit. 


37 
235 

191 

239, 
199 


  flagij'e//o-zy, 

 germander, 

.   hemp, 

......      lily,  white, 

■  parfnip, 

 pepper, 

 of  vitriolated  zinc,  4  76,  578 

  of  vitriolated  zinc  with  cam- 
phor, 57S 
Waters,  simple  distilled,  di- 
rections      FOR  obtaining 

369 

404. 
590 

38 


THEM, 

Wax,  compound  plafier  of, 
 ,  oil  of, 

  ointment, 

Weights, 

Weights  of  different  fluids,  a  table 
of,  40 
Wheat,  356 
Wheat  flour.  See  Triticum. 
Wheys,  303 
White  calx  of  quickfllver,  490- 
 calx  of  quickfllver,  ointment 


or, 


hellebore  ointment, 
■  -  hellebore,  tinftureof, 
-  lead, 

—  magnefia, 

—  wax. 


Wild  vine, 

WilloWjCo;/i/«o«  I'Jiite, 
Wrn^^"-"^-  


595 
595 
33a 

471 

44S 
134 

112 


259 
399 


2^y 


Wake-robin,  98 
Wr.lnut,  16? 
Wall  flone-crop,  .  236 

Warm  plafler,  589 
Waftied  crocus  of  antimony,  50a 


lVi7ie  of  ipecacuan, 
*Wine,  oil  of. 
Wines,  meijicated, 
Winterani  cortex, 
Winter's  bark. 
Wolf's-banc,  blue,  _ 
*  Wolf's  bane,  iti/pijatedjuicc  rf,  2  79 
Wood-lice, 

■  foot,  1^3 


306 
264 
264 

79 


foot,  fpirlfj 


fait,  and  oil  of, 
416 


INDEX; 


Wood  forrel,  176 

-*  forre],  conferve  of,  339,  340 

Woods,  e(rence  of, 

—  ,  decoftion  of, 

Worm  bark  tree, 
'  '  ointment, 
"  powders, 

ieed,yo  called^ 
fugar  cakes. 


Wormwood,  comrrjon, 
'  ,  effenLi  il  oil  of, 


337 
296 

596 

531 
230. 

535 
77 
359 


X. 


JCylolalfamum^ 


104 


Y. 

Yarrow,  183 
Yellow  caffidony.  See  Stcechas. 
Yellow  refin,  cerate  of,  597 


Z. 


Zedoaria, 

Z/ibethum, 
Zinc, 

Zinc,  ointment  of, 
Zinc,  preparations  of, 
Zinci  Jlores, 
— —  piirificatio, 

*  vitrioJati  aqua,. 

 vitriolati  cum  camphora  aqua» 

7.  578 
Zmcum, 

Z'mcum  calaminarisy 
*— calcinatum,  , 

JP,  gr.  iij.— 3fs 
-  'vitriolatum^ 

*  vitriolatum  purificatum, 

..        .  44i,47(i 

Tjftum, 


26^ 

264 
264 
596 

475 
475 

476,  578 


264 
114 

475 
261 


ZarnichSi 


97 


•  

Zinzijjer, 

D-  gr.v.— 3j 

Zinziberis  fyrupus, 

D.  31.— 311. 
■*Zinziberi^  tindura, 

^-  si-— 3^^J 


475 

349 
332 


ERRATA. 


Part  II.  Page  79,  Col.  2,  Line  QO,  for  Jtx  fiarfs  read  one /larf. 

21,  for  one  part  read  fix  part  Sk 
Part  IV.  Page  523,  CoL  1,  Line  9,  for  bole  read  chalk. 

Part  IV.  Page  .542,  Col.  2,  at  the  bottom,  PiLUL.«  ex  HydraroYRo  mtjri- 
ATo  ftould  follow  tlie  PiLULiE  sciLLiTic.^,  after  Simple  Syrup,  in 
which  fliould  be  infcrtcd  the  remart  above,  beginning,  Thele  are  ele- 
ganl^nd  commodiou^"  &c. 


E  N  b. 


\  ■ 


